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I. 

Cases  of  J^euralgia^  or    Painful 
Jlfections  of  JVerves. 

By  JoHxN  C.  Warren,  M.D. 

The  nerves,  being  the  seat  of 
sensation,  their  diseases  are,  as 
we  might  expect  them  to  be, 
preeminently  painful.  The  com- 
plaint called  Neuralgia  is  proba- 
bly the  most  distressing  of  disor- 
ders. 

It  afTects  some  one  nerve, 
or  collection  of  nerves,  with  a 
pain,  occurring  in  paroxysms,  al- 
ternating with  a  steady  pain, 
which  rarely  ceases.  Some 
nerves  are  more  subject  to  it  than 
others.  Those  situated  in  parts 
most  exposed  to  the  atmosphere, 
as  the  nerves  of  the  face  and 
head,  are  most  liable  to  be  affect- 
ed. Next,  those  of  the  extremi- 
ties ;  and  in  the  lower  extremity, 
the  sciatic  nerve  is  more  fre- 
quently so,  than  the  crural  or  ob- 
turator. 

This  affection  is  remarkable  for 
its  obstinacy,  as  well  as  for  its 
»everity.  Remedies  affect  it  but 
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slightly  and  temporarily.  The 
most  powerful  agents  make  little, 
and  often  no  impression  on  it. 
Many  of  them  have  been  intro- 
duced with  the  strongest  recom- 
mendations, supported  by  long 
lists  of  successful  cases.  YeA  the 
same  remedies  have  failed,  al- 
most uniformly,  in  the  hands  of 
other  practitioners  than  those  who 
originally  offered  them  to  the 
public  ;  and  there  is  not  any  me- 
dicinal substance,  at  present 
known  as  a  general  remedy  in 
these  severe  cases.  The  unhap- 
py patient,  after  trying  a  multi- 
tude of  the  most  disgusting  arti- 
cles in  the  materia  medica,  is 
often  cotnpelled  to  abandon  him- 
self to  his  fate,  and  sinks  misera- 
bly under  the  unrelenting  tor- 
ments of  this  disease.  Even  the 
last  resort,  the  division  of  the 
nerve  by  the  knife,  has,  in  the 
greater  number  of  instances, 
proved  unsuccessful. 

The  subject,  therefore,  is  open 
for  examination,  and  every  prac- 
titioner is  bound  to  contribute, 
what  he  is  able,   to  the  inquiry. 
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It  is  this  consideration  which  has 
led  nie  to  submit  the  following 
cases  to  publication.  Having  no 
favorite  remedy  to  recommend, 
and  no  theory  to  support,  I  can- 
not expect  to  command  the  atten- 
tion which  is  always  given  to  no- 
vel medicines.  All  I  wish  to  do 
is  to  contribute  something  to  the 
stock  of  facts  regarding  principal- 
ly the  treatment  of  an  atfectionso 
interesting  to  physicians,  and  to 
humanity. 

The  cases  to  be  related  here, 
have  been  taken,  mostly  as  they 
presented  themselves,  from  a 
considerable  mass,  of  which  they 
may  serve  as  specimens.  I  shall 
arrange  them  in  three  divisions  : 
first,  those  belonging  to  the  head; 
second,  those  belonging  to  the 
extremities  ;  and  third,  those  be- 
longing to  the  trunk  of  the  body. 
The  latter  are  comparatively 
rare,  but  perhaps  more  frequent 
than  they  have  commonly  been 
thought  to  be. 

I.  .Affections  of  the  JsTerves  of  the 
Head,  commonly  called  Tic  dou- 

LOURKUX. 

Under  this  head,  I  will  first 
briefly  state  two  cases,  operated 
on  by  a  mere  division  of  the  nerve. 

1.  Mr.  L.  had  been  a  number 
of  years  troubled  with  a  painful 
affection  of  the  face,  seated  be- 
tween the  upper  jaw  and  the  eye. 
The  |)ain  came  on,  once  in  about 
five  minutes,  in  the  day  ;  not  so 
often  in  the  night.  He  described 
it  as  coming  on  him  like  a  flash 
of  lightning.  For  the  time,  it 
overpowered  him.  The  shock 
lasted  about  a  minute. 

I  divided  the  infra-orbitar  branch 
of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves.  The 
patient  was  relieved  for  six  months. 
The  pain  returned  and  gradually 
became  almost  as  violent  as  be- 


fore. Hopeless  of  relief,  he  was 
unwilling  to  submit  to  another 
operation,  and  gradually  wasted 
from  the  severity  of  his  sufferings. 

2.  J)irs.  R.  had  been  subject  to 
attacks  of  pain  in  the  infra-orbitar 
branch  for  a  number  of  years. 
She  had  taken  all  the  narcotic 
medicines  usually  prescribed, very 
perseveringly,  with  little  effect. 
I  divided  the  nerve,  and  she  was 
relieved  ;  but  the  pain  returned 
after  a  few  months. 

Discouraged  by  the  event  of 
these  and  other  similar  cases, 
where  the  disease  had  reappear- 
ed, I  was  disposed  to  abandon  this 
operation  ;  when  I  heard  it  had 
been  proposed  to  cut  out  a  portion 
of  the  nerve  ;  and  recollecting 
Dr.  Haighton's  experiments,  by 
which  it  was  shown  that  a  divided 
nerve  will  unite  when  the  parts 
are  near  together,  and  that  its 
function  will  be  restored,  thus  ex- 
plaining the  want  of  success  in 
the  operations  conducted  asabove, 
I  cut  out  a  piece  of  the  nerve  ia 
the  following  case. 

3.  Excision  of  the  Siib-Maxil- 
larxj  JsTerve. 

Mr.  S.  aged  70,  applied  to 
me  stating  that  he  had  a  dread- 
fully painful  complaint  iu  the 
face,  and  that  he  wished  an 
operation  for  his  relief.  It  ap- 
peared that  he  had  been  first  af- 
fected without  any  obvious  cause, 
about  fourteen  years  before.  His 
pains  were  of  two  kinds  ;  first,  a 
constant  aching  pain,  which  he 
compared  to  the  worst  toothache; 
second,  a  spasmodic  affeciion 
which  occurred  many  times  dur- 
ing the  day.  When  he  had  the 
latter  kind  of  attack,  the  muscles 
of  the  face  quivered,  the  face 
became  red  and  swelled,  the  eyes 
were  filled  with  tears,  and  his  in 
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tellect  was  for  the  moment  sus-  practicable,  he  desired,  to  have  it 
pended.  For  the  four  last  years  performed,  and  agreed  to  eater 
he  had  not  been  free  from  pain  the  Hospital,  on  account  of  the 
while  awake,  and  his  sleep  was  superior  advantages  it  alluided 
short  and  interrupted.  over  any  private  situation. 

RBspectal)le  practitioners  in  The  operation  was  thus  con- 
the  part  of  the  country  where  he  ducted.  An  incision  two  inches 
lived,  had  performed  three  ope-  long  was  carried  from  the  back 
rations,  two  on  the  sub-orbitar  of  the  ear  downwards  in  front  of 
nerve  and  its  branches,  the  third  the  mastoid  process.  The  edge 
on  the  nerve  of  the  lower  jaw,  of  the  parotid  gland  was  then  ex- 
where  it  comes  out  on  the  chin,  posed  on  one  side,  and  on  the 
These  operations  gave  him  a  de-  other,  the  anterior  edge  of  tiie 
gree  of  relief,  but  the  pain  con-  mastoid  muscle.  The  dissection 
tinued  with  a  severity  intolerable,  being  continued  between  the  par- 
and  life  had  become  a  burden  to  otid  gland  and  the  mastoid  pro- 
him.  cess,  the  facial  nerve  was  exposed 

The  pain  he  described,  as  bo-  where  it  crosses  this  space  and 
ginning  near  the  ear,  and  thence,  passes  on  the  gland,  it  was  divided 
darting  into  the  lower  and  upper  and  a  portion  cut  out.  When  the 
jaw,  the  lips,  eye,  forehead  and  nerve  w'as  cut,  the  muscles  of 
scalp.  The  patient  had  made  the  face  quivered  and  were  para- 
himself  acquainted  with  the  situa-  lysed  ;  but  the  patient  said  he 
tion  of  the  nerves  of  the  face,  merely  perceived  the  division  ; 
and  believed  his  pain  to  reside  in  that  it  was  not  attended  witli  an 
the  facial  nerve,  which  he  wished  acute  pain,  and  that  the  principal 
to  have  divided.  cause    of  his  sufferings   was  not 

He  was  informed  that  an  ope-  readied, 
ration  such  as  he  wished,  might  After  this  operation,  it  appear- 
be  executed  ;  but  that  in  his  case  ed  that  the  |)ain  in  the  upper  part 
the  atfection  appeared  so  geueral  of  the  face  was  diminished  ;  per- 
that  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  haps  removed.  But  the  patient 
cure;  and  that,  in  fact,  there  nou^  became  sensible  that  the  mott 
were  not  any  cases  on  record,  of  acute  pain,  and  that  which  pro'ia- 
a  successful  division  of  the  facial  biy  had  existed  first,  was  seated 
nerve  at  its  root,  for  this  disor-  dee[)ly  in  the  lower  jaw,  begin- 
der.*  As  soon  as  the  patient  un-  ning  at  the  zygomatic  arch  and 
derstood  that  the  operation  was  shooting  into  tiie  l)one.  It  wai 
— — ■ — —  entirely  independent  of  the  wound 

*  The  branches  of  the  facial  nerve    made  in   the    operation.       From 

have  been  repeatedly  cut  in  front  of  the  t^i^  ^yoy.ij  jj^  experienced  no  in- 
parotid  gland  ;  but  we  are  not  aware  that  .  '  .... 

the  nerve  has  beeri  divided  at  its  root.  At  Convenience,  was  unwjiling  to 
least  \Ir.  Swan  in  his  prize  biok,  lately  speak  of  it,  and  scarcely  wished 
published,  informs  us  that  -to  attempt  to    Jt  ihessed,  SO  greatly  Was  he  dis- 

divide  the    trunk   ot    this  nerve    will    not     „  •    *      i    „*  t     i      •  i-  i 

only  be  very  difncult,  but  it  will  likewise  ^i^l'O'j'leJ  ^^  'I'^t  bemg  relieved 
be  very  dangerous."       It  is  presumed    he     irom  his  SUrferi.r^S.         He    begged 

would  have  stated  any  instance  of  its.  di-  his  case  mijht  be  again  taken  into 
vision  which  he  mio^ht  have  known.  The    consideration,  and  sometliiu:;  moi  e 

second  operation  mentioned  in  this  article     .™  ..  ,       ,       .       .   /.       i  •     '^     i-    /. 

i»,  we  suppose,  entitled  to  the  merit  of  "  possible  devised  for  his  relief, 
novelty.— Ed.  A  meeting  of  the  consul tijj  ph/« 
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sicians  and  surgeons  being  called, 
I  proposed  the  operation  \vhich  is 
described  hereal'ter,  and  it  being 
agreed  to,  was  performed  nine 
clays  after  the  first. 

An  incision  ^ras  made  over  the 
side  of  the  jaw,  from  the  semilu- 
nar notch  to  the  inferior  edge  of 
the  bone.  {See  Plate.)  The  paro- 
tid gland  being  exposed, was  divid- 
ed as  far  back  as  possible,  and 
turned  forwards.  Then  the  mas- 
seter  muscle  was  divided  in  the 
course  of  its  fibres  to  the  bone, 
and  afterwards  the  edge  of  the 
knife  beina;  turned  forwards,  some 
of  the  fibres  were  transversely 
cut  in  order  to  make  room  over 
the  bone.  A  trephine,  three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch  in  diameter,  was 
then  applied,  half  an  inch  below 
the  semilunar  notch,  midway  be- 
tween the  anterior  and  posterior 
edges  of  the  jaw  ;  and  the  circular 
piece  sawed  through  and  removed 
in  two  parts,  the  external  table  by 
a  lever,  the  internal  by  forceps. 
Between  these  pieces  lay  the 
nerve  with  its  accompanying  ar- 
tery and  vein,  at  the  point  where 
they  penetrate  the  bone.  At  the 
superior  edge  of  the  hole  in  the 
bone  was  seen  the  large  internal 
maxillary  vein,  pulsating  from  the 
movements  of  the  artery.  The 
sub-maxillary  nerve  being  now 
raised  on  a  probe,  the  patient  di- 
rectly exclaimed  that  this  was 
the  seat  of  his  sufferings.  Half 
an  inch  of  this  nerve  v/as  cut  out, 
and  on  examination,  it  was  found 
to  comprehend  the  branch  given 
to  the  internal  face  of  the  lower 
jaw.  The  artery  was  tied  with- 
out difficulty.  The  transverse 
artery  of  the  face  had  been  pre- 
viously tied  on  each  side  of  the 
wound.  A  suture  was  employed 
to  bring  together  the  two  parts  of 


the  parotid  gland,   and  the  wound 
closed  by  adhesive  plaster. 

The  patient  said  that  the  pain 
of  this  operation  could  not  be 
compared  \vith  that  from  his  dis- 
order. The  pain  on  the  wounding 
and  dividing  the  maxillary  nerve 
was  most  acute. 

On  the  evening  of  the  opera- 
tion, he  was  relieved  from  pain, 
the  first  time  for  four  years  ;  and 
had  no  return  of  it  afterward.  On 
passing  a  probe  into  the  wound 
three  or  four  days  after,  a  branch 
of  nerve  in  the  raasseter  was 
touched,  and  a  violent  pain  pro- 
duced. The  pain  did  not,  howe- 
ver, return,  nor  had  he  any  threat- 
ening of  his  former  attacks.  On 
the  nineteenth  day  from  the  se- 
cond operation,  his  wounds  being 
nearly  healed,  he  left  the  Hospi- 
tal perfectly  cured  of  his  disease, 
with  the  strongest  conviction  it 
would  not  recur,  and  not  a  little 
gratified  by  his  own  perseverance. 

4.  Excision  of  the  Infra-  Orbitar 
J^Terve. 

Encouragedby  the  result  of  the 
last  case  I  operated  in  the  same 
manner  in  the  following  cases. 

J\fary  Tucker.,  aged  fifty-one^ 
admitted  into  the  ^Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  24th  Jipril,  1824. 

Has  a  pain  in  the  left  side 
of  the  face,  situated  in  the  infra- 
orbitary  foramen,  but  often  ex- 
tending to  the  jaws  and  occasion- 
ing a  sense  of  tightness  nnd  burn- 
ing in  these  parts.  She  describes 
the  pain  as  acute  and  lancinating, 
and  as  always  aggravated  by  ex- 
posure to  cold  and  by  fatigue. 
During  the  paroxysms  her  vision 
is  much  impaired,  and  when  they 
are  severe,  the  face  swells  very 
much.    There  are  moments  when 
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she  is  free  from  complaint,  but 
talking  or  exertion  is  apt  to  bring 
it  on  again.  The  disease  is  most 
troublesome  at  night,  and  pre- 
vents sleep.  Says  she  has  not 
slept  all  night  for  a  number  of 
years. 

She  has  had  tliis  disease  for 
eighteen  years.  For  six  mouths 
past  has  had  almost  constant  pain. 
Says' she  has  had  the  cow  pock, 
was  very  ill,  and  in  her  recovery 
had  pain  and  stiffness  in  the  left 
side  of  her  face,  with  an  inclina- 
tion of  the  face  to  the  left  side. 
This  lasted  three  months  ;  during 
the  warm  weather  she  was  free 
from  this  affection,  but,  in  cold 
weather,  it  recurred,  and  has 
gradually  assumed  its  present 
form.  She  had  rather  a  feeble 
constitution  originally,  but  enjoyed 
tolerable  health  previous  to  the 
present  disease.  Has  occasion- 
ally used  anodynes  with  advantage 
at  night.  Has  always  been  rather 
costive. 

R.  Solut.  Siilph.  IMagnes.  3"'j' 

29th. —  Operation.  The  head 
was  inclined  to  the  right  shoulder, 
resting  upon  the  breast  of  an  as- 
sistant. An  incision  was  then 
made  directly  over  the  nerve, 
from  the  orbit,  downwards  about 
an  inch.  The  seat  of  the  nerve 
was  made  certain  by  passing  a 
probe  into  the  wound.  Then  the 
0  nerve  being  fully  exposed,  was 
divided  near  the  infra-orbitar  for- 
amen ;  a  piece  half  an  inch  long 
was  dissected  out  and  removed 
with  its  incipient  ramifications. 
After  the  operation,  a  few  smoll 
vessels  bled  considerably,  which 
were  restrained  by  sponges  and 
cold  water.  The  patient  was 
then  returned  to  her  bed. 

SOth.  At  two  o'clock,  yester- 
day, the  sponge  was  removed,  and 


the  vessels  bled  as  copiously  as 
before.  A  layer  of  lint  ^vas  placed 
in  the  wound.  The  patient  com- 
plained of  some  soreness  and  pain 
lost 'evening,  and  was  directed  to 
take  thirty  drops  of  laudanum. 
This  morniug  is  tolerably  com- 
fortable ;  says  she  passed  a  quiet 
night.  Now  the  situation  of  the 
pain  has  altered  ;  since  the  ope- 
ration, it  is  more  conlined  to  the 
parts  about  the  lower  jaw.  Bowels 
well.  Face  a  little  swollen.  From 
this  time  the  pain  gradually  dimi- 
nished, and  in  June  she  left  the 
Hospital,  entirely  cured. 

5.  Margaret  JindrewSy  widow ^ 
aged  57.  Entered  the  Mass.  Gen. 
Hospital  March  16,  1827. 

Six  years  ago,  had  a  cari- 
ous tooth  in  upper  jaw,  on  left 
side  ;  at  the  same  time  began  to 
have  darting  or  jumping  pain  on 
left  side,  commencing  at  this 
tooth  and  passing  up  the  cheek. 
Had  the  tooth  extracted  with 
some  relief.  Paroxysms  of  pain 
have  gradually  increased  in  vio- 
lence and  duration — are  worst,  as 
she  thinks,  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber. They  now  commence  as  at 
first.  The  pain  passes  to  the 
cheek  bone  where  it  is  most  se- 
vere :  it  then  starts  in  two  courses, 
one  passing  the  external,  the  other 
the  internal  angle  of  the  left  eye, 
and  is  again  felt  at  a  spot  on  the 
forehead.  The  pains  sometimes 
extend  to  the  back  of  the  head. 
When  the  pain  is  most  severe, 
she  cannot  bear  the  slightest  touch 
upon  the  cheek.  Severe  parox- 
ysms produce  nausea  ;  they  are 
brought  on  by  taking  hot  or  cold 
substances,  or  by  exposure  to  cold 
air.  Her  appetite  is  tolerably 
good  ;  tongue  clean, — is  unable  to 
extend  it  equally  on  both  sides. 
Bowels    prone     to     costiveness. 
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Ceased  menstruating  at  forty- 
eight  or  forty-nine  ;  does  not  know 
Tvliich.  Has  used  pills  of  ex- 
tract of  stramonium  and  ipecac, 
with  some  relief. 

March  17.  Take  of  the  ex- 
tract of  stramonium  sixtif  grains, 
and  make  into  twelve  pills.  Let 
her  take  them  every  four  hours, 
beginning  with  one  pill  and  adding 
one  to  e^ch  dose.  Also  when  the 
pain  is  urgent  at  night  let  her  take 
two  grains  of  the  extract  of  stra- 
monium. 

March  20.  Now  takes  six  pills 
three  times  a  day.  22.  Pains  di- 
minished. Is  very  dizzy  for  an 
hour  after  each  dose  of  pills. 
25.  Pains  were  severe  ;  dizziness 
less.  30.  Take  of  the  carbonate 
of  iron,  sixty  grains  three  times  a 
daij.  April  5.  Dose  of  the  car- 
bonate increased  to  eighty  grains 
three  times  a  day.  1 1.  Pains  on 
the  whole  undiminished  during 
nearly  a  month,  while  she  has 
bee  1  in  the  hospital.  Referred 
to  the  care  of  the  surgeon. 

A  blister  two  inches  square  was 
applied  to  the  cheek  and  dressed 
d;iily  with  a  plaster  consisting  of 
extract  of  hellado.ina  3iij.,  resi- 
nous plaster,  half  an  ounce.  16. 
Take  of  extract  of  belladonna,  one 
grjin  three  times  a  day.  This 
quantity  produced  nausea  and 
dizziness  ;  but  was  continued  to 
the  22d,  when  her  pains  were  as 
severe  as  ever.  Omit  all  the  re- 
medies and  let  her  take  two 
ounces  of  the  purgative  solution, 
as  preparatory  to  an  operation, 
after  two  days  of  rest  from  medi- 
cine. 

April  24.  The  operation  was 
thus  performed. 

All  incisioQ  one  inch  and  a  half 
long  was  made  from  a  point  half  an 


inch  below  the  middle  of  the  orbit 
towards  the  middle  of  the  left  half 
of  the  upper  lip  ;  the  periosteum 
was  exposed  to  view  with  the  sub- 
orbitar  nerve  lying  thereon  and 
beginning  to  divide.  The  nerve, 
as  it  arises  from  the  sub-orbitar 
foramen,  was  cut  across,  then 
the  inferior  part  being  raised  and 
dissected  up,  for  half  an  inch, 
was  cut  off.  The  patient  ex- 
pressed some  pain  on  the  touch- 
ing and  division  of  the  nerve,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  satisfaction  at 
feeling  that  the  source  of  her 
suffering  was  reached. 

After  the  operation  the  tics 
never  appeared  ;  but  she  had 
some  pain,  which  rapidly  dimi- 
nished till  the  14th  of  the  follow- 
ing month,  when  she  was  dis- 
charged :  and  I  had  the  satisfac- 
tion to  hear  from  her  some  months 
after,  that  she  had  no  pain  subse- 
quently to  her  quitting  the  hos- 
pital. 

6. — ^^ffection  of  the  Supra- Or- 
hiiar  JVerve  cured  xcithout  Opera- 
tion. 

A  gentleman  applied  to  me 
for  relief  for  a  painful  affection  of 
the  supra-orbitar  nerve,  extend- 
ing from  the  eye  to  the  top  of 
the  head.  The  pain  began  six 
months  hefore.  It  occurred  in 
short  paroxysms,  a  number  of 
times  a  day.  Finding  he  had 
used  many  remedies  without  ad- 
vantage, I  advised  hitn  to  have 
the  nerve  divided.  On  hearing 
of  this,  he  left  me  rather  precipi- 
tately, and  I  thought  I  had  lost 
him.  A  considerable  time  after, 
he  came  to  let  me  know  that  he 
was  entirely  well,  and  dated  his 
recovery  from  the  time  he  heard 
the  proposal  of  ao  operation. 
(Continued  in  the  next  number.) 
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II. 

The  following  letter  contains  a 
most  salisfaclory  account  of  the  in- 
troduction of  liie  smallpox  into  Hali- 
fax, and  its  general  character.  It 
shows  also  to  what  extent  the  small- 
pox and  vaccination  are  preventives 
of  secondary  smallpox  or  varioloid, 
and  demonstrates  the  utility  of  re- 
vaccination. 

Letter  from  Dr.  Almon,  of  Hali- 
fax^ to  Dr.  Warren,  o/.Bos/on. 

Halifax,  December  29,  1827. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  not  conscious  of  having 
any  facts  to  cooiinunicate  to  you 
relative  to  the  Epidemic  which 
has  been  lately  raging  here,  that 
will  not  be  familiar  to  you  and 
other  well  informed  practitioners. 
— Variola  and  Varicella  are  both 
well  known,  and  foririerly  were 
considered  distinct  diseases.  The 
industry  of  Mr.  Thompson,  in  his 
publication  on  Varioloid  disease, 
has  collected  a  body  of  facts 
which  unsettles  our  former  opin- 
ion as  to  their  being  separate  af- 
fections, and  at  the  same  time 
presents  us  with  every  appear- 
ance which  the  Varioloid  usually 
exhibits.  To  his  work  I  must 
therefore  refer  you  to  supply  any 
deficiencies  there  may  be  in  the 
imperfect  sketch  I  may  send  you. 

The  restrictions  formerly  im- 
posed by  the  laws  of  Great  Bri- 
tain upon  vessels  carrying  passen- 
gers to  the  Colonies,  which  regu- 
lated their  number  according  to 
the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  render- 
ed certain  proportion  of  |)rovision 
necessary,  and  compelled  the 
owners  to  provide  a  medical  gen- 
tleman to  take  charge  of  them, 
were  repealed  during  the  last 
Session   of    Parliament,    with    a 


view  of  facilitating  emigration 
from  Ireland,  &c.  The  conse- 
quence of  which  has  been,  that  a 
much  greater  number  of  emi- 
grants, and  in  a  more  destitute 
condition,  have  arrived  this  year 
than  at  any  former  period.  Ty- 
phus fever  and  dysentery  came  in 
every  vessel,  occasioned  by  their 
close  confinement  and  miserable 
living.  In  one  of  these  vessels, 
the  Bolivar,  which  arrived  in  Ju- 
ly, a  case  of  smallpox  had  occur- 
red during  the  passage,  but  itdid 
not  appear  to  have  communicated 
among  the  passengers,  the  child 
and  its  nurse  having  been  confined 
in  the  long  boat  upon  deck,  as 
soon  as  the  eruption  was  discover- 
ed. The  passengers  were  allow- 
ed to  land  and  were  soon  lodged 
in  different  parts  of  the  town. 
Not  long,  however,  after  this, 
several  cases  of  smallpox  occur- 
red among  the  children  that  had 
arrived,  and  as  no  care  was  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  in- 
fectioi^  but  in  some  instances  in- 
oculation for  smallpox  was  prac- 
tised, the  disease  became  gene- 
rally diffused.  The  neglect  with 
which  ihe  lower  orders  of  the 
people  have  treated  vaccination, 
or  the  insufficient  manner  in 
which  they  have  had  it  perform- 
ed, has  rendered  ihem  more  gen- 
erally the  victims  of  smallpox, — 
the  fatal  cases  with  a  few  excep- 
tions being  altogether  confined  to 
them, — a  fact  which  speaks  vol- 
umes in  praise  of  vaccination. 

The  smallpox  we  have  here 
appears  of  a  very  malignant  cha- 
racter. Most  generally  it  has 
been  confluent,  and  uhen  those 
unprotected  by  previously  having 
lad  the  disease  or  by  vaccination, 
have  been  attacked  with  it,  the 
fatal  cases  have,  I  should  think, 
been  in  the   proportion  of  one  in 
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three.  The  symptoms  that  have 
attended  it  do  not  vary  from  what 
usually  accompanies  the  epidem- 
ic. In  many,  death  has  occurred 
as  early  as  the  fifth  day,  the  pock 
not  filling,  and  being  accompanied 
with  petechias  or  delirium, — 
whilst  the  suffering  of  the  greater 
part  has  been  protracted  to  the 
thirteenth  or  fourteenth  day  when 
the  secondary  fever  proved  fatal. 
Some  few  have  died  suddenly  af- 
ter desquamation  had  taken  place. 
The  Blacks  have  suffered  propor- 
tionally more  than  white  persons, 
and  generally  at  an  earlier  stage 
of  the  disease.  Menorrhagia  and 
abortion  in  females,  and  other 
sanguineous  discharges  from  the 
nose,  stomach  and  intestines  have 
been  frequent.  The  most  singu- 
lar thing  in  this  epidemic  has 
been,  the  many  instances  it  has 
afforded  of  the  constitution  not 
having  been  fortified  against  its 
virulence  by  previous  vaccination 
oj  by  the  smallpox  itself.  Seve- 
ral well  authenticated  cases  have 
occurred  of  genuine  smallpox^  both 
after  vaccination  and  after  small- 
pox, whether  received  by  inocu- 
lation or  taken  in  the  natural  way, 
and  death  has  occurred  in  each 
case.  That  smallpox  occurred 
twice  in  the  same  individual  was 
a  fact  well  known  to  medical 
men,  but  it  was  always  consider- 
ed when  it  did  so  rather  as  an  ex- 
ception to  a  general  rule  ;  I  was 
not  therefore  prepared  to  meet 
with  so  many  instances  of  it  as 
have  here  presented  themselves. 
Much  more  frequent  however  has 
been  the  occurrence  of  the  modi- 
fied variety  of  smallpox,  or  va- 
rioloid disease,  than  that  of  genu- 
ine smallpox.  I  could  send  you 
very  many  cases  in  which  the  va- 
rioloid had  succeeded  both  small- 
pox and  cow  pock.     In  two  broth- 


ers, inwhom,  from  their  situation 
in  society,  no  doubt  could  have 
arisen,  one  of  whom  indeed  bore 
ample  marks  of  having  had  small- 
pox severely,  this  disease  occur- 
red this  autumn  ;  they  had  been 
inoculated  in  1801.  In  both  these 
cases  the  inflammatory  eruptive 
fever  was  severe,  lasted  four  or 
five  days,  preceded  by  languor, 
pain  in  the  limbs,  &c.,  but  ceased 
when  the  eruption  showed  itself. 
In  one  of  them  the  eruption  was 
numerous,  and  in  some  parts  of 
the  face  confluent.  The  fifth  day 
it  dried  away,  no  secondary  fever 
followed,  and  a  recovery  soon 
took  place.  The  duration  of  the 
eruption,  and  absence  of  seconda- 
ry fever,  are  the  leading  distinc- 
tions between  the  varioloid  and 
smallpox.  There  is  something 
also  in  the  appearance  of  the  pus- 
tule when  it  is  coming  out  which 
I  think  indicates  what  the  disease 
will  be,  but  I  do  not  know  if  I 
could  convey  accurately  to  you 
by  description  in  what  that  differ- 
ence consists.  The  varioloid  dis- 
ease has  been  more  prevalent 
among  persons  who  had  been  pre- 
viously vaccinated,  than  among 
those  who  had  the  smallpox  for- 
merly, and  its  severity  has,  I 
think,  been  in  some  degree  pro- 
portionate to  the  distance  of  time 
in  which  vaccination  had  been 
performed,  as  if  the  counteract- 
ing efficacy  of  vaccine  inoculation 
in  time  lost  its  power  on  the  sys- 
tem. In  my  own  practice  I  have 
met  with  but  one  instance  in 
which  death  ensued  where  vacci- 
nation had  been  previously  per- 
formed, and  this  was  not  a  case 
in  which  there  is  not  room  for 
some  doubt.  The  lady  was  one 
among  the  first  who  was  vacci- 
nated here  twenty-five  years  ago. 
I  did  not  think  of  examining  the 
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arm  to  ascertain  the  character  of 
the  cicatrix  until  the  eruption  had 
come  out,  and  then  I  could  not 
discover  any.  From  the  charac- 
ter of  the  professional  gentleman 
who  was  the  medical  attendant  at 
that  period,  and  the  intelligence 
and  recollection  of  her  mother,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  it  was  effectu- 
ally performed.  In  this  case  the 
disease  was  very  violent,  the 
pock  did  not  turn  until  the  tenth 
day,  and  death  took  place  on  the 
thirteenth.  One  of  the  brothers 
had  smallpox,  also  severely  con- 
fluent, who  had  been  vaccinated 
about  fifteen  years  since  ;  no  sec- 
ondary fever,  however,  took  place 
at  the  period  of  desquamation, 
and  thus  his  life  was  preserved. 
With  the  exception  of  the  young- 
est, the  remainder  of  this  family, 
four  in  number,  had  varioloid  dis- 
ease in  which  the  symptoms  were 
very  mild.  The  one  who  had  the 
smallpox,  had  a  remarkably  well 
indented  punctured  cicatrix,  such 
as  should  always  succeed  the  cow 
pock  vesicle,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  his  recovery  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  partial  remaining  ef- 
ficacy of  his  vaccination  in  pre- 
venting the  accession  of  secondary 
fever. 

In  some  families  where  both 
smallpox  and  varioloid  disease 
prevailed,  some  of  the  members 
who  had  been  vaccinated  had  an 
attack  of  fever  corresponding  to 
eruptive  fever,  but  without  being 
succeeded  by  eruption,  and  in 
others  a  rash,  not  unlike  scarlati- 
na, made  its  appearance.  That 
vaccination  is  not  that  complete 
preservative  against  smallpox 
which  we  at  first  hoped  it  would 
prove,  many  instances  have  com- 
pletely demonstrated,  yet  its  effi- 
cacy is  still  very  considerable. 
In  hundreds  of  cases  has  it  proved 


that  complete  preventive  ;  and  in 
almost  every  instance  have  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease  that  has 
succeeded  it,  been  mitigated 
through  its  influence.  Should 
smallpox  show  itself  among  you, 
I  would  recommend  your  trying 
re-vaccination.  If  the  vaccine  vi- 
rus becomes  effete  through  time, 
by  this  plan  you  will  renew  it. 
I  have  very  repeatedly  this  au- 
tumn vaccinated  those  who  had 
smallpox  or  cow  pock  at  a  former 
period.  In  ray  own  family  the 
arms  inflamed  very  much  the  day 
after  the  insertion  of  the  virus  ; 
this  continued  two  or  three  days 
with  intolerable  itching  and  some 
sense  of  soreness  in  the  axilla, 
and  dried  away  about  the  fifth 
day.  One  of  the  children,  how- 
ever, near  twelve  years  of  age, 
had  the  vaccine  vesicle  form  reg- 
ularly, and  go  through  its  vari- 
ous stages,  as  if  she  had  never 
been  previously  vaccinated.  The 
same  thing  has  happened  to  m« 
in  many  other  instances,  particu- 
larly when  vaccinated  some  ten 
or  fifteen  years  ago.  Would  not 
these  persons  have  been  liable  to 
take  smallpox  had  they  been  ex- 
posed to  the  contagion?  My  own 
opinion  is  that  they  would  ; — I 
therefore  have  adopted  re-vacci- 
nation. I  consider  it  as  a  test  if 
the  constitution  is  secured  against 
smallpox  infection.  Should  the 
re-vaccination  succeed,  and  the 
person  have  the  vaccine  disease 
regularly,  I  feel  that  confidence 
in  his  security  against  smallpox 
which  experience  justifies  me  the 
cow  pock  bestows.  If  the  arm, 
as  most  frequently  happens,  in- 
flames and  dries  away  in  a  few 
days,  the  constitution  has  not  I 
think  as  yet  been  deprived  of  the 
security  which  it  had  previously 
received.     I  have  in  no  instance 
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seen  smallpox  or  varioloid  disease 
occur  in  a  person  who  had  been 
re-vaccinated,  in  whom  the  arm 
had  been  sutiiciently  indamed.  In 
all  cases  the  vaccine  matter  must 
produce  intlaramatiou  when  it  is 
inserted  into  the  arm. 

These,  my  dear  Sir,  are  the 
principal  facts  that  at  present 
suggest  themselves  to  me;  should 
any  explanation  be  required  in  re- 
gard to  them,  I  shall  be  most  happy 
to  give  it.  I  remain,  &c.  yours, 
William  Bruce  Almon. 


III. 

Medical  Report  of  the  IVeather 
and  Prevalent  Diseases  for  the 
last  three  months. 

By  John  Gorham,  M.D. 

FrOiM  the  time  of  the  equinox 
until  the  middle  of  November, 
1827,  the  season  was  cool,  rainy 
and  boisterous.  About  the  l£th 
of  November  there  was  a  lall  of 
two  or  three  inches  of  snow, 
Avhich  was  succeeded  by  cold  and 
dry  weather  ;  the  thermometer 
for  a  week  being  below  the  freez- 
ing point.  During  Ihe  first  fort- 
night of  December,  the  weather 
was  milder,  but  wet ;  storms  of 
rain  with  high  winds  from  S.  E. 
to  N.  E.  being  frequent.  In  the 
third  week,  it  became  clearer 
and  colder,  and  on  one  day  the 
thermometer  stood  at  8  deg.  The 
weather  in  January,  until  the  21  st, 
was  remarkably  mild  and  open. 
From  that  time  till  the  25th  it 
was  very  cold,  the  thermometer 
when  at  the  lowest  standing  at 
— 2  deg.  Since  then  it  has  been 
above  freezing.  About  three  inch- 
es of  snow  fell  during  the  month. 
Until  the  occurrence  of  the 
cold  weather  in  November,  the 
city,  notwithstanding  the  season 
had   been  cool  and  wet,  was  re- 


markably healthy.  It  became 
less  so  after  the  appearance  of 
snow.  Conlinutd  fever^  of  which 
some  cases  occurred  in  Septem- 
ber and  October,  began  to  in- 
crease. In  general  it  was  of  a 
mild  character,  and  after  the  use 
of  an  emetic  and  cathartic  readily 
yielded  to  the  action  of  antimony 
in  alterative  doses,  and  occasional 
purgatives.  This  was  particular- 
ly the  case  in  children,  who  con- 
stituted a  larger  proportion  than 
usual  of  its  subjects.  The  action 
of  antimony  was  most  marked  and 
beneficial  in  those  cases  which 
were  accompanied  with  hot  and 
dry  skin,  frequent  and  hard  pulse 
and  white  tongue.  In  cases  of 
adults,  in  whom  the  pulse  vvas  not 
much  accelerated,  nor  the  skin 
much  above  the  natural  tempera- 
ture, and  where  the  tongue  was 
brownish  or  yellowish,  antimony 
was  of  little  use,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  excite  ptyalism  by 
mercury.  As  the  season  advanc- 
ed, the  attacks  of  this  disease 
were,  in  several  instances,  more 
severe.  The  patient  was  sud- 
denly seized  with  excruciating 
pain  in  the  back  or  head,  or  in 
both,  the  face  was  flushed,  the 
skin  hot  and  dry,  and  the  pulse 
full  and  hard.  Such  cases  re- 
quired and  were  benefited  at  an 
early  period  by  copious  bleeding, 
and  the  cure  was  subsequently 
completed  by  evacuation  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  followed  by 
alterative  doses  of  antimony  and 
calomel.  Some  of  the  cases 
were  accompanied  with  congest- 
ion in  the  lungs,  or  at  least  an  af- 
fection of  the  mucous  membrane, 
which  occasioned  an  irritating 
cough.  This  however  subsided 
in  a  lew  days.  In  others  some 
parts  of  the  chest,  either  the 
sides  or  sternum,  were  affected 
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with  severe  pain,  without  cough, 
nnd  were  relieved  by  vesication. 

In    December,  cases   of  hoop- 
ing cough  became  more  frequent. 

For  the  last  month  an  affection 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
lungs  has  been  the  most  promi- 
nent disease,  and  the  subjects  for 
the  most  part  have  been  children 
below  five  years  of  age.  In  some 
it  assumed  the  form  of  influenza, 
in  others  and  the  larger  number 
it  presented  the  symptoms  of 
broncliitis.  Some  patients  were 
attacked  suddenly  and  towards 
night,  while  in  others  it  was  pre- 
ceded by  the  usual  symptoms  of 
a  severe  catarrh.  The  inflam- 
mation, with  the  exception  of 
very  few  cases,  was  confined  to 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
lungs.  The  respiration  was  hur- 
ried, but  not  laborious,  and  ap- 
peared to  depend  less  on  obstruc- 
tion in  the  lungs  themselves,  than 
upon  rapidity  of  the  circulation. 
In  a  large  majority  of  cases  the 
disease  ran  its  couise  regularly 
without  any  remarkable  symp- 
toms, and  terminated  favorably  on 
the  fifth  or  seventh  day.  But  it 
is  worthy  of  notice  that  in  a  few 
it  was  accompanied  with  consid- 
erable pain  and  tenderness  in 
some  part  of  the  abdomen,  of 
which  the  patients  complained 
much  ;  and  that  in  such  cases  it 
required  large  doses  of  purgatives 
to  move  the  bowels. 

In  a  great  proportion  of  cases, 
the  violence  of  the  disease  was 
subdued  in  a  few  days  by  an  emet- 
ic and  cathartic  followed  by  small 
doses  of  antimony  and  of  ipecacu- 
anha alone,  or  combined  with  cal- 
omel ;  after  the  third  day,  when 
mucus  began  to  be  copiously  se- 
creted, much  benefit  was  derived 
from  the  occasional  administration 
of  an  emetic.     Some  cases  re- 


quired vesication,  and  the  young- 
er the  patient,  the  more  obvious 
was  the  benefit  derived  from  blis- 
tering. The  warm  bath,  and  if 
the  patient  was  very  young,  vvaroi 
fomentations  to  the  lower  extrem- 
ities, were  very  useful  in  the 
progress  of  the  disease.  The 
cough  and  secretion  of  mucus 
continued  some  days  after  the 
constitutional  excitement  had 
abated  ;  in  such  cases,  if  pro- 
tracted, the  more  stimulating  ex- 
pectorants, such  as  garlic,  seneka 
root,  &c.  proved  beneficial.  Very 
few  cases  required  the  introduc- 
tion of  tonics  subsequent  to  the 
disease. 

This  disease  still  continues,  but 
hitherto  it  has  had  very  few  vic- 
tims, and  these  were  feeble  in- 
fants. 

For  three  or  four  months  past 
there  have  been  more  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  than  usual,  and 
most  of  them  were  severe  and 
dan2;erous. 

The  Scarlatina,  Enanthesis  Ro- 
salia of  Dr.  Good,  has  made  its 
appearance,  and  it  is  worthy  of 
remark  that  this  disease  followed 
the  bronchitis  of  1812,  1824,  and 
1825. 

Within  ten  days  several  cases 
have  occurred  of  intense  pain 
over  the  eye,  producing  an  in- 
flamed appearance  of  that  organ, 
and  a  copious  secretion  of  tears, 
and  affecting  the  nostril  on  the 
same  side  like  catarrh.  This 
very  distressing  complaint,  which 
can  hardly  he  called  hemicrania, 
resists  the  depletive  system,  and 
is  not  even  ameliorated  by  gene- 
ral and  local  bloodletting,  emet- 
ics, cathartics,  or  blistering.  It 
soon  yields,  however,  to  repeated 
doses  of  the  compound  powder  of 
ipecacuanha  and  powdered  guia- 
cum,  and   subsequently  cinchona 
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Ill  powder,  or  the  sulphate  of  qui-  be  made  to  reduce  the  arm  toils 
nina.  It  is  probably  a  rheumatic  socket.  That  the  success  of  the 
affection.  operation  was  uncertain  ;  first,  on  ac- 

The  smallpox,  and  its  raodifica-    ^*^""'  ^^  '''^  ossific  matter  thrown 
tion  the  varioloid,   have  appeared    ""^   "®^''  ^*'®   ^''^'cu'^tiou ;   secoud, 

the  possibility  of  a  separation  of  the 
fracture  ;  and,  t])ird,  the  duration  of 
the  dislocation  ;  which,  though  not 
always  an  insuperable  ditficulty,  was 
so  frequently.  The  patient,  wishino- 
the  trial  to  be  made,  was  placed  on 
a  seat  in  the  operating  theatre.  A 
sheet  being  passed  round  the  body 
and  a  band  over  the  scapula  of  the 
injured  side,  were  confined  by  cords 
to  a  staple  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  room.  Tiie  puilies  were  then 
attached  to  the  injured  arm  above 
the  elbow,  in  a  direction  to  draw  a 
little   above   a  horizontal  line.     All 


111  this  vicinity  within  the  last 
three  months  ;  but  do  not  now  ex- 
ist. An  account  of  these  cases 
will  be  given  in  a  future  number. 
Boston,  Feb.  4th. 


IV. 

HOSPITAL    REPORT. 

Dislocation  of  the  Os  Humeri 
with  Fracture  of  the  Neck  uf  the 
Bone. 


Feb.    2,    182S.— Entered  the  Mass. 

Gen.  Hospital  a  young  man,  who  had  things  being  ready,  Dr.  Adams  was 

had  a  severe  injury  in  the  arnj,  four  requested  to  opeu  a  vein  in  the  sound 

weeks  previous  to  this  day.     His  arm  arm  of  the  patient   and  draw  blood 

had  been  caught  in  the  strap  of  some  till  he  was  faint.     This  being  eflect- 

nnachinery  at  Waltham,  and  torn  out  ed,  the  puilies  were  put  in  operation, 

from    its  socket,  and  the  os  humeri  The  management  of  the  scapula  was 

fractured  at  its  neck,  just  on  the  out-  committed  to  Dr.   Hayward,  assist- 

side  of  the  joiut.     Dr.  Adams    being  ant  surgeon  of  the  Hospital.     Then 

called,  made    some   attempts  at  re-  Dr.    Warren,    seiziug    the    affecied 

ducing   the   dislocjitiou  ;    hut  having  arm,  operated  with    it  as  a    lever,  to 


no  control  of  the  liead  of  the  bon 
on  account  of  the  fracture,  he  found 
it  impracticable  to  make  any  im- 
pression on  it.      He  therefnro  seciir- 


break  away  the  adhesions  it  liad 
formed.  The  power  of  the  puilies 
was  gradually  increased,  and,  with 
occasional   intervals,  but  never    anv 


ed  the  fractured  bono  and  waited  till  relaxation,  was    kept    increasing  for 

the   third    week,    when,  finding    the  half  an  hour.     The  patient's  courage 

bone  united,  he   brought    the  patient  was  now   exhausted,  and    he  begged 

to    Boston,  and    took    the   advice  of  to  be  let  alone.     The  power  was  in- 

Dr.  Warrkn    as   to   the  expediency  creased    till  it   required  the  strength 

of  an    attempt   to  reduce   the  bone,  of  one  person    to  draw  the  cord   of 

still     out   of    its    socket.       Dr.     W.  the  puilies.     Now,  the  surgeon  plac- 

thought   that  the    union  of  the  bnne  ing  his    knee  under  tlie  head  of  the 

was  too  recent  to    bear  the    applica-  bone,  used  it  as  a  fulcrum  to  raise  the 

tion  of  force  sufficient  to    reduce  the  head  of  the  os  humeri  from  its  place, 

dislocation, and  recommended  to  wait  The  adhesions  were    heard  to  track, 

the  expiration    of  four  weeks  before  and  some  fears  were  entertained  that 

making  an  efl^ort  at  reduction.  the  fracture    cracked  also.     The  ex- 

At  the  end  of  this   time    he  came  tending  power  was  increased  a  little, 

into  tne  hospital,  and  on  examination  and  then  suddenly   relaxed,  and  the 

the  head  of  the  os  humeri  was  felt  in  bone  resting  on   the  knee  of  the  siir- 

tne  axnla.     The    neck  of  the    bone  geon  was  thrown  up  ;  and  came  into 

appeared    firmly    united    and    some-  its  socket  with  an  audible  noise, — to 

what    enlarged   by  callus.     The    pa-  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  patient  ; 

tient,    a    muscular  young    man     of  who  at  once  recovered   his  arm  and 

19,  was  informed  that  a   trial  might  was  released  from  his  pain. 
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Very  little  inconvenience  followed 
the  nse  of  this  violence.  None  of 
the  exposed  parts  swelled,  and  in 
three  days  he  left  the  hospital  with 
the  use  of  his  arm  restored. 


SFXECTED    FROM    FOREIGN    JOUR- 
NALS. 

Japanese  JMUlxoiJery. — Some  in- 
teresting notes  oh  this  subject 
have  been  transmitted  to  Europe 
by  M.  Yon  Siebold,  a  Dutch  phy- 
sician settled  in  this  island,  who 
promises  to  make  us  better  ac- 
quainted with  their  obstetrics  by 
and  by.  It  seems  they  have  books 
of  their  own  upon  the  subject  of 
midwifery,  but  that  since  the  year 
1774  they  have  paid  attention  to 
the  literature  and  practice  of  Eu- 
ropeans. One  piece  of  practice 
Von  Siebold  thinks  might  be  in- 
trodnced  with  advantage  among 
us  :  it  consists  in  preparing  the 
pregnant  woman  for  an  easy  de- 
livery, by  rubbing  her  from  the 
flanks  down  the  abdomen — an  art 
in  which  the  natives  are  very  ex- 
pert, and  the  exercise  of  which  is 
a  particular  business. 

During  the  first  two  or  three 
days  of  its  existence,  the  child 
(instead  of  milk)  is  fed  with  a 
farrago  of  medical  and  aromatic 
vegetables,  mixed  together,  to 
the  amount  of  a  dozen,  and  the 
whole  plan  of  treatment,  both  of 
parent  and  child,  appears  to  be 
rough  and  rude. 


Wound  of  the  Knee-joint. — W. 
P.  a  cooper,  aet.  19,  whilst  at 
work,  about  the  middle  of  May, 
wounded  the  inside  of  the  right 
knee-joint  with  an  axe.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  bleeding,  but 
as  far   as  he  could  tell,  no    dis- 


charge of  synovia.  Strapping  and 
a  bandage  were  applied,  but  in 
two  or  three  days,  he  observed  a 
considerable  quantity  of  "joint 
oil"  flowing  from  the  part.  He 
now  came  to  Guy's  Hospital  as 
an  out-patient,  and  was  doing 
well,  when  he  met  with  a  fall, 
which  brought  on  much  inflamma- 
tion, &c.  By  dint  of  leeches,  lo- 
tions, and  rest,  this  was  greatly 
subdued,  and  on  the  20th  of  June, 
he  entered  the  hospital  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Key.  At  this  time 
the  joint  was  much  swollen,  and 
very  painful  on  motion,  and  in 
moving  the  patella  a  grating  sen- 
sation was  distinguished.  On  the 
inside  of  the  patella  was  a  wound, 
half  an  inch  long,  filled  with  flor- 
id and  elevated  granulations,  and 
having  ai)parently  at  that  time  no 
communications  with  the  joint. 
Pulse  quick — tongue  furred. 
Leeches^  xx. — colocynth  and  calomel 
— a  small  poultice.  Next  day,  lint 
was  applied  to  the  wound,  and  a 
bandage  kept  constantly  wet  with 
spirit  lotion,  which  was  laid  on  its 
outer  side  and  supported  on  pil- 
lows. Saline  draught  containing 
2  of  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  three 
times  a  day.  The  fluid  became 
gradually  absorbed,  and  on  the  8th 
of  July,  the  joint  was  of  its  natu- 
ral size,  and  motion  performed 
with  ease.  The  wound  had  not 
quite  healed. 

This  brief  case  shows  of  what 
importance  rest  is  in  the  manage- 
ment of  inflamed  or  diseased 
joints.  A  man  may  leech,  and  lo- 
tion, and  bandage,  as  much  as  he 
will,  but  as  long  as  the  patient  is 
gadding  about,  so  long  will  all  this 
treatment  be  labor  in  vain.  If, 
however,  you  put  that  patient  in 
bed,  and  keep  the  joint  j)erfectly 
quiet   by   means  of  a   roller,  you 
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will  have  done  more   towards  his  the  surgical  part,  whenever  any  thing 

cure  in  ten  days,  than,    under  the  interesting  occurs  in   it;   and  to  go 

former  circumstances,  you  would  back  through  the  journals  of  that  in- 

probably  have   done  in   the  same  ^.it,,,;^,,  f^,  ,,,e  selection  of  useful 

number  of  months.  r    .         t     .i  .  u 

facts.       In   the   present    number,    a 

— small  part  of  that    journal    has  been 

BOSTON,  TVESDAY,  FEB.   19,   1828.         ,  r  i    a  u    ■,     \c     u  ,     i 

. '      ^ ^  ^  i^".  xo,  published  by  itself;  but  a  larger  por- 

editOrs'  notice.  *'""  '^^''"  ^^  found  included  in  one  of 
The  proprie^ws  of  the  New-Eng-  ^'^«  papers  of  this  number.— It  is  in- 
land Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surge-  tended  to  render  this  publication  a 
ry  have  been  induced  by  important  vehicle  of  communication  between 
considerations  to  give  it  a  new  form.  »n«'^'cal  practitioners  by  an  account 
Seventeen  years  have  expired  since  °*'  P'evalent  diseases  ;  which  will 
the  publication  of  that  journal,  the  P^^bably  be  of  use  in  facilitating  the 
first  periodical  work  on  medicine  in  practice  of  physicians  in  the  current 
the  New-England  states.  The  ear-  disorders.  For  the  same  reason  a 
lier  volumes  being  exhausted,  and  mortality  list  will  be  regularly  fur- 
their  number  being  too  great  to  be  nished.  Whenever  circumstances 
obtained  by  new  subscribers,  it  was  permit,  matter  will  be  introduced 
thought  best  to  discontinue  it ;  and  it  f'on^  foreign  journals  ;  and  a  proper 
being  understood  that  the  profession  communication  of  important  facts 
generally  were  of  opinion  that  a  and  discoveries  abroad  will  be  aa 
more  frequent  publication  would  be  object  of  steady  attention.  Tho 
subservient  to  their  actual  wants,  it  present  proprietors  having  in  view 
h:is  been  judged  best  to  adopt  the  »he  utility  of  the  work,  have  made  it 
present  form.  For  this  purpose,  the  cheaper  than  any  one  of  the  kind 
property  of  the  Boston  Medical  In-  containing  as  much  matter,  and  as 
tolligeucer  has   been    united    to   that  well  printed. 

of  the  New-England  Journal.     Whe-         The  Editors  of  the  New-England 

ther  it  will  be  continued  in  this  form  Journal  cannot  take  leave  of  it  willi- 

will   be   determined    by  experiment,  out  an  expression  of  their  thanks   to 

The    list   of  subscribers    being  now  the  subscribers   to   that   work  in  its 

large,   it   will   go  forwards   in   some  early   existence.      When    begun,    it 

shape  or   other;   and  efforts  will  not  was  an   experiment,  for  the  result  of 

be  wanting  to  make  it  useful.     As  it  whith  they  felt  much   anxiety  ;    and 

is  devoted  to  no  party  nor  institution,  tl'^^y   are    proportionately  grateful  to 

the  Editors    offer    it    to    the  medical  'h^^^  who  contributed  to  its  success; 

profession  as  a  vehicle  for  such  pub-  especially  to  some  gentlemen,  not  of 
lications  as  they  may  wish  to  make  ;  <l'e  medical  profession,  whose  names 
and  they  hope  by  it  to  be  able  to  'he.v  still  find  on  its  rolls, 
bring  out  the  talent  of  this  part  of  The  present  number  of  this  Jour- 
the  country.  It  is  their  intention  to  nal  is  sent  to  all  the  former  subscrib- 
introduce  the  practice  of  the  Massa-  crs  of  the  New-England  Journal  and 
chusetts  General  Hospital,  especially    of  the  Boston  Medical  InteHigencer, 
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and  to  many  other  gentlemen  of  the 
profession  who  it  is  presumed  might 
wish  to  take  the  work,  but  who  pro- 
bably would  have  no  other  means  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  it.  It  is 
requested  of  all  gentlemen  who  may 
receive  this  number,  if  they  do  not 
wish  to  become  subscribers,  that  they 
will  enclose  it  in  the  same  way  in 
which  they  receive  it  and  return  it 
by  mail,  directed  to  "  The  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal^'' 
Boston.  The  Editors  trust  that  this 
will  not  be  asking  too  great  a  favor 
of  their  brethren  of  the  profession. 
AH  persons  receiving  the  first  num- 
ber, who  do  not  return  it  in  the  man- 
ner specified,  or  who  do  not  in  some 
other  way  decline  the  work,  will  be 
considered  as  subscribers,  and  the 
numbers  will  continue  to  be  sent  to 
them. 

The  Agents  of  the  New-England 
Journal  will  receive  the  same  num- 
ber of  copies  as  were  formerly  sent 
them,  and  they  are  requested  to  sig- 
nify to  the  publisher  if  they  wish 
them  to  be  discontinued,  in  the  same 
way  as  above  described  with  regard 
to  subscribers.  And  if  it  be  more 
desirable  to  the  subscribers  for  whom 
they  take  copies  to  receive  the  same 
by  mail  directly  from  the  publisher, 
they  are  requested  lo  give  informa- 
tion to  that  effect. 


meeting  on  the  20th.     The  proceed- 
ings at  this  meeting  we  shall  record. 


A  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of 
the  Massachusetts  iMedical  Society 
was  held  on  the  6th  instant.  No  very 
important  business  was  transacted, 
but  a  report  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  Northampton  Convention  was 
made  in  part,  recommitted  and  re- 
ferred for  discussion  to  an  adjourned 


To  Currespond':rits. — A  valuable 
paper  from  Dr.  Rgbbi.ns  on  Re-vac- 
cination, a  Memoir  of  Dr.  Danforth, 
and  some  other  articles  intended  for 
this  number,  are  necessarily  post- 
poned to  the  next. 

ADVERTISEMEiNTS. 

DEN\RCOTIZED  OPIUM  &  LAUDA- 
NUM, EUROPE.\N  LEECHES,  &c. 
LOWE  &  REED,  44,  Hanover  Street, 
at  the  head  of  Elm  Street,  have  late- 
ly received  a  supply  of  Denaicotized  Opi- 
\im  and  Laudanum. — Also  on  hand  Euro- 
pean Leeches;  fresh  Vaccine  Matter, 
taken  by  a  physician  of  this  city  with 
particular  care  ;  together  with  a  large 
stock  of  drugs  of  every  kind. 

Lowe  &  Reed,  late  Reed  &  Howard, 
keep  constantly  on  hand,  their  Cure  for 
//i/em/^erarice,  which  has  recently  received 
ths  approbation  of  many  of  the^l'hysicians 
of  this  cily, — been  used  by  the  Society  for 
suppressing  Intemperance,  and  adopted  in 
the  Hoiue  of  Correction  as  preferable  to 
that  of  Chambers.  Price  ^'2.50.  A  libe- 
ral discount  made  to  charitable  Societies. 

MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 

'VfO.  41,  of  the  American  Medical  Re- 
_L^  corder,  quarterly  Journal,  published 
at  Philadelpiiia,  for  January,  lS-28— itis 
expected  y~\\\  be  ready  for  delivery  in  the 
course  of  the  present  week.  This  work 
is  conducted  by  an  association  of  Physi- 
cians of  Philadelphia,  Ne-w-York,and  Bal- 
timore.—*)::>-  RICHARDSON  k  LORD, 
Agents,  Boston. 

NOTICE  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

In  commencing  the  eleventh  year  of 
the  publication  of  this  Journal,  and  the 
second  of  our  Editorial  labors,  we  make 
kind  acknowledgments  to  our  numerous 
palrons  and  coniributors,  and  respectfully 
state  to  them,  and  to  the  professioo  gene- 
rally, that  with  increased  advantages, 
nothing  will  be  left  undone  to  render  the 
work  still  more  valuable  and  interesting. 

Free  from  the  dogmas  of  particular 
sects,  from  the  trammels  of  schools  ;  unin- 
fluenced by  faclion  aud  unconnected 
with  party,  our  pages  are  ever  open  to 
fair  and  honorable  discussion.  In  our 
analysis  of  domestic  and  foreign  public*- 
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tions,  we  shall  aim  to  separate  the  dross 
from  (he  purer  melal  ;  to  collect,  and 
place  within  as  short  a  compass  as  possi- 
ble, all  the  important  practical  informa- 
tion they  may  contain  ;  and  ^vhilst  we 
are  readj'  to  award  credit  where  due,  and 
praise  where  deserving,  we  shall  not  fail 
to  expose  error,  lalsehood  and  misrcpre- 
lentation,  wherever  they  may  be  found. 

We  intended  to  have  published  in  the 
present  number,  the  prize  essay  on  Ty- 
phus Fever,  but  owing  to  the  length,  and 
bad  wrilin^  of  some  of  the  essays,  the  ex- 
aminers Ikivc  not  been  able  to  finish 
them  ;  the  snccessful  one,  however,  will 
be  published  in  our  next. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  the  translation 
of  Dr.  Popken's  Essay,  with  the  additions 
of  the  translator,  Dr.  Miner,  will  be  found 
highly  interesting.  It  gives  us  pleasure 
to  state  that  Dr.  M.  is  engaged  in  trans- 
lating from  tVie  French  and  Italian  lan- 
guages, some  interesting  medical  informa- 
tion for  this  Journal. 

Believing  it  to  be  a  subject  of  great  im- 
portance to  every  practitioner,  we  propose 
to  continue  to  devote  considerable  atten- 
tion to  Botany,  as  immediately  connected 
with  the  indigenous  articles  of  the  Mate- 
ria Medica  of  the  United  States.  We  so- 
licit information  from  the  Profession  gene- 
rally \  plates  will  be  given  when  neces- 
sary. 

We  havo  been  asked  why  we  do  not 
analyze  Johnson's  London  Medico-Clii- 
rurgical  Review.  In  answer  we  state, 
that  valuable  work  is  composed  princi- 
pally of  reviews  of  works,  many  of  which, 
the  most  interesting  to  the  American  read- 
er, we  present  ourselves  in  the  same 
shape.  To  the  quarterly  periscope  of 
Johnson''s  Journal,  we  are  much  indebted 
for  the  Analecia  and  extra  limit  depart- 
ments of  our  Journal. 

We  extend  our  offer  for  prize  Hospital 
Reports,  to  Alms-houses  throughout  the 
country  generally. 

Professor  Froriep,  of  A^'iemar,  is  res- 
pectfully informed  that  his  communica- 
tions, together  with  the  German  Works, 
have  been  received,  and  his  proposed  ar- 
rangement accepted  with  pleasure. 

For  want  of  room,  we  are  compelled  to 
omit  a  number  of  translations  from  the 
French  and  German.  From  the  same 
cause,  we  omit  the  communications  of 
Drs.  Worthington  and  Miner;  they  shall 
appear  in  our  next  number. 

The    communication  of  Dr.  Frazcr,  of 


Tennessee,  has  been  accidentally  mij- 
laid.  W'v.  should  be  obliged  to  Di.  F.  for 
another  copy  of  it^ 

Drs.  I.  Leo  Wolf,  of  New- York  ;  Stout, 
of  Bethlehem,  Pa.  ;  and  Horton,  of  Or- 
ange county,  N.  Y.  are  respectfully  in- 
formed, we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  iheir 
communications  in  time  for  the  Julj 
number. 

Communications  intended  for  the  origi- 
nal department  of  our  Journal,  to  ensure 
their  publication  in  the  number  after  be- 
ing received,  must  be  handed  in  about 
the  middle  of  the  months  of  publication, 
viz.  January,  April,  July  and  October. 


RETROSPECTIVE    REVIEW. 

We  purpose  in  our  future  numbers,  fo 
establish  a  new  department,  and  to  fur- 
nish a  separate  artidc  as  a  Ritrospeclive 
Reviiu:  It  Avill  contain  an  analysis,  sum- 
mary, or  critical  notice,  of  such  writings 
as  in  their  day  were  considered  as  stan- 
dard works,  but  which  have  now  become 
obsolete,  or  very  much  neglected,  on  ac- 
count of  the  improvements  or  the  multi- 
plicity of  the  books  of  the  present  age. 
The  number  and  importance  of  the  auxil- 
iary sciences,  which  are  now  studied  as 
necessary  preliminaries  to  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  medicine,  are  so  great,  as  to 
leave  the  student  but  little  time  to  consult 
many  of  the  original  authors,  to  whose  en- 
terprising and  persevering  lahois  our  pro- 
fession is  the  most  deeply  indebted.  Such 
a  department,  therefore,  though  it  may 
convey  but  little  information  to  those  who 
are  already  learned,  if  judiciously  man- 
aged, cannot  fail  of  being  of  essential  ser- 
vice to  students  hy  abridging  their  labors, 
and  converting  them  to  the  pioper  objects. 
It  is  intended  to  notice  none  but  works  of 
real  merit,  or  such  as  have  had  an  impor- 
tant influence  upon  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  physic,  surgery,  &.C.  Should  the 
crowd  of  valuable  original  and  selected 
matter,  which  has  already  much  accumu- 
lated upon  us  allow  us  room,  we  shall  in- 
sert the  first  article  of  the  proposed  Re- 
trospective Review,  in  the  Re<order  of 
April  next,  'i  he  state  of  medical  science 
is  such  in  onr  country,  that  a  compilation 
of  this  kind  cannot  fail  of  being  useful 
and  interesting,  and  we  doubt  not  will 
meet  the  approbation  and  encouragement 
of  our  readers  and  patrons. 

(t^  Subscriptions  for  this  work  receiv- 
ed by  RICHARDSON  &  LORD,  Boston. 
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I. 

BIOGRAPHICAL     SKETCH    OF     THE 
LATE  DR.    DANFORTH. 

Samuel  Danforth  was  born 
in  Cambridge,  near  Boston,  in  the 
year  1740.  He  was  the  son  of 
Samuel  Danforth,  Probate  Judge 
of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and 
was  descended  from  a  line  of  ven- 
erable ancestors,  distinguished 
from  the  settlement  of  this  coun- 
try. For  he  of  his  forefathers 
who  first  came  to  New-England, 
is  said  to  have  been  "  a  gentle- 
man of  such  estate  and  repute  in 
the  world,  that  it  cost  him  a  con- 
siderable sum  to  escape  the 
knighthood  which  Charles  I.  im- 
posed on  all,  of  so  much  per  an- 
num." This  distinguished  person 
came  to  Boston  with  his  son  Sam- 
uel in  the  year  1634.  The  latter 
being  remarkable  for  his  piety 
and  learning  at  an  early  period, 
was  educated  to  the  ministry 
and  settled  in  Roxbury,  where  he 
died  in  1674.  He  stands  second 
on  the   list  of  "  Socii,"  the  fel- 


lows, or  governors  of  Harvard 
College.  From  the  year  1643  to 
1758,  there  appear  before  him  on 
the  college  catalogue,  seven  of 
his  ancestors  and  relations;  three 
of  whom  were  clergymen,  and 
some  of  the  others  held  distin- 
guished political  situations. 

The  name  of  the  family  of  his 
mother  was  Symraes.  He  had 
one  brother  and  one  sister,  both 
of  whom  died  before  him.  His 
early  years  were  passed  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  he  was  educated  at 
the  College,  where  he  evinced 
that  independence  and  decision 
of  character,  for  which  he  was 
remarkable  in  after  life.  He 
graduated  in  1758,  and  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Rand,  the  el- 
der, either  in  Boston  or  Charles- 
town.  At  that  period  he  became 
acquainted  with  a  German  physi- 
cian, who  exerted  some  influence 
on  his  opinions,  and  of  whose  skill 
he  often  spoke  with  admiration. 
This  was  probably  the  elder  Dr. 
Kast.  He  commenced  practice 
in  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  a  place 


18 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


at  that  time  distinguished  for  its 
prosperity  and  its  literary  charac- 
ter, lleve  he  treated  some  dilfi- 
cu!t  cases  with  a  success  that  es- 
tablished his  reputalio:),  and  form- 
ed for  hirn  friendships  which  lasted 
during  life.  After  a  year  or  two, 
however,  he  resolved  to  return  to 
Boston  ;  and,  having  married  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Watts,  of  Chel- 
sea, establislied  himself  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town  in  Hanover 
Street — a  street  remarkable  for 
having  been  the  early  resilience 
of  many  distinguished  physicians. 
The  revolutionary  troubles  dis- 
turbed his  professional  pursuits, 
and  he,  like  many  of  those  de- 
scended from  ancient  families, 
became  an  active  politician  on 
the  loyal  side.  In  consequence 
of  his  taking  I'lis  part,  he  was 
compelled  by  the  war  to  break 
up  his  family.  His  wife  and 
three  children  took  refuge  at  her 
father's;  his  brother  went  to  Eng- 
land, wh^re  he  reaiained  till  his 
(■eath;  while  he  himself  continued 
in  Boston,  then  in  possession  of  the 
British  army.  Aftei  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  town,  he,  with  some 
other  medical  gentlemen,  was 
treated  with  harslmess.  But  the 
inhabitants,  considering  they  could 
not  conveniently  dispense  with  the 
services  of  their  accustomed  phy- 
sicians, thougiit  it  wise  to  forget 
the  ditTerence  of  political  opin- 
ions ;  the  physicians  were  set  at 
liberty,  and  a  few  years  were 
suiTicient  to  ol)Iiterate  the  recol- 
lection of  the  fact.  His  family 
being  re-unitcd  in  Boston,  he  pur- 
sued the  practice  of  his  profession 
ivith  success.  His  promptness, 
decision,  but  above  all  his  reflect- 
ing habit  of  mind,  gave  him  cha- 
racter and  consequence.  He  in- 
creased his  reputation  by  the  study 
of  chemistry, — which   was   then 


so  little  known  in  this  country  as 
to  be  considered  an  occult  and 
somewhat  mysiterious  science.  In 
this  favorite  pursuit  he  was  aided 
by  a  Fiench  gentleman,  whom 
the  war  had  brought  to  this  coun- 
try, and  who,  like  himself,  being 
devotedly  attached  to  chemistry 
and  medicine,  became  his  inti- 
mate friend.  In  company  wiih 
this  gentleman  he  followed  the 
study  far  enough  to  get  a  glimpse 
of  some  of  the  important  facts 
which  soon  after  broke  out  with 
such  lustre  in  the  discoveries  of 
Lavoisier  and  his  coadjutors.  At 
a  subsequent  period,  through  his 
son,  whom  he  had  sent  to  Europe 
for  improvement  in  the  medical 
profession,  he  obtained  the  most 
complete  chemical  apparatus  that 
had  ever  been  seen  in  Boston. 
But,  the  calls  of  an  imperious  and 
engrossing  |)rofession  preventing 
his  pursuing  this  science  with  that 
exclusive  ardor  which  belonged 
to  him,  he  abandoned  it  wholly 
and  never  resumed  it.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife  he  was  again 
twice  mariied  ;  first  to  Margaret 
Billings,  by  vrhom  he  had  one 
daughter,  and  afterwaids  to  Mar- 
tiia  Gray.  His.  business  being 
now  great,  he  removed  to  the 
house  on  Pemberton's  Hill,  next 
to  that  of  Dr.  Lloyd,  where  he 
continued  many  years. 

Having  been  an  original  mem 
ber  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  he  was  chosen  President 
of  that  botly  in  1795,  and  continu- 
ed to  be  so  till  1793.  He  had 
long  before  this  attained  the  high- 
est reputation.  In  all  dithcult 
cases  of  a  medical  nature,  his 
opinion  was  relied  on  as  the  ut- 
most effort  of  human  skill.  To 
a  knowledge  of  surgery  he  made 
no  claim,  and  avoided  its  prac- 
tice ;  considering  the  medical  art 
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to  afford  sufficient  scope  for  his 
capacious  mind.  The  extent  of 
his  practice  was  limited  only  by 
his  ability  and  disposition  to  attend 
to  it,  and  he  continued  in  full  and 
constant  occupation  till  he  was 
near  eighty  years  old  ;  exhibiting 
none  of  the  signs  of  a  diminution 
of  mental  power,  except  a  slight 
imperfection  of  memory,  the  ef- 
fects of  which  his  intellectual 
vigor  enabled  him  to  surmount. 

After  having  seen  his  col- 
leagues in  business  successively 
fall  around  him,  and  the  disap- 
pearance of  a  great  part  even  of 
the  generation  which  came  into 
practice  after  him,  he  was  com- 
pelled by  infirmity  about  four 
years  before  his  death,  to  resign 
his  business  and  confine  himself  to 
his  family.  His  latter  days  were 
not,  however,  without  enjoyment; 
for  his  physical  functions  continu- 
ed in  many  respects  active  ;  and 
his  happiness  in  domestic  society 
seemed  to  increase  with  the  loss 
of  that  external  pleasure  he  had 
so  keenly  experienced  in  his  pro- 
fession. Sometimes  this  retire- 
ment was  agreeably  interrupted 
by  the  visit  of  an  old  friend  ;  and 
sometimes  a  former  patient  came 
to  catch  the  last  rays  of  that  wis- 
dom and  experience  which  was 
gradually  sinking  into  night. 

Dr.  Danforth  was  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  this  country 
has  seen.  He  was  tall  in  stature, 
rather  thin,  yet  well  formed  and 
perfectly  erect.  His  eye  was 
penetrating,  nose  aquiline,  chin 
very  prominent,  and  his  whole 
countenance  exhibited  a  sagacity, 
which  a  stranger  could  not  fail  to 
notice.  Educated  in  the  old 
school,  his  manners  were  polish- 
ed, but  not  formal,  and  his  car- 
riage attractive,  yet  commanding. 
He  was  such  a  figure  as  the  ima- 


gination would  paint  of  a  saga- 
cious, powerful  physician.  When 
engaged  in  the  consideration  of  a 
difficult  case  in  practice,  he 
seemed  to  shrink  within  himself, 
and  his  appearance,  to  an  unac- 
quainted observer,  indicated 
doubt  ;  but,  when  the  results  of 
his  reflections  were  expressed, 
his  countenance  and  person  were 
most  animated  ;  and  he  speedily 
cleared  away  the  difficulties  be- 
fore him.  Other  practitioners,  . 
having  exhausted  the  resources 
of  the  healing  art,  have  often 
been  surprised  to  see  the  fertility 
of  his  mind  in  the  production  of 
new  plans  of  treatment. 

His  theory  of  disease  he  had 
formed  for  himself.  It  was  sim- 
ple, and  his  practice  correspond- 
ed with  it.  He  used  few  reme- 
dies, and  those  only  whose  effects 
were  obvious  and  powerful.  Cal- 
omel, opium,  ipecacuanha  and 
Peruvian  bark  were  his  favorite 
medicines  ;  and  his  external  rem- 
edies were  friction,  vesication 
and  the  warm  bath.  Though  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  success- 
ful practitioners,  he  rarely  caused 
a  patient  to  be  bled.*  Probably 
for  the  last  twenty  years  of  his 
practice  he  did  not  propose  the 
use  of  this  remedy  in  a  single  in- 
stance ;  and  he  maintained  that 
the  abstraction  of  the  vital  fluid 
diminished  the  power  of  overcom- 
ing disease.  Whatever  difference 
of  opinion  there  may  be  as  to  his 
theory  or  to  some  points  of  his 
practice,  it  may   with  justice  be 

*  On  one  occasion  he  was  called  to 
visit  a  number  of  persons  who  had  been 
hurt  by  the  fall  of  a  house-frame,  and  on 
arriving'  found  another  practitioner  en- 
gasjed  in  bleeding  the  men.  '■'•  Doctor," 
said  the  latter,  "  I  am  doing  your  work 
for  you."  "  Then,"  said  Dr.  D.  "  pour 
the  blood  back  into  the  veiiis  of  those 
men." 


to 
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said  that  the  medical  art  is  in- 
debted to  hiru  for  essential  im- 
provement ;  especially  for  dissi- 
pating the  popular  notion,  which 
saw  iiotliitig  but  bilious  complaints 
in  all  diseases  of  the  digestive  or- 
gans; and  substituting,  in  place  of 
this  error,  a  correct  view  of  the 
nature"  and  the  treatment  of  the 
derangements  of  the  part  he  con- 
sidered most  important  in  the  ani- 
mal economy,  the  stomach.  The 
simplicity  of  his  views,  the  bold- 
ness of  his  treatment,  and  his 
aversion  to  nostrums  and  specif- 
ics, had  a  powerful  influence  on 
the  practitioners  with  whom  he 
consulted. 

The  confidence  of  his  patients 
was  unlimited,  and  their  attach- 
ment without  bounds.  These 
sentiments  were  inspired  not  only 
by  his  superior  talents,  but  by  his 
manners,  which,  to  those  he  liked, 
were  most  captivating  and  affec- 
tionate. Some  persons  accused 
him  of  severity.  This  disposi- 
tion, however,  presented  itself 
only  when  it  was  excited  by  op- 
position to  his  opinions  or  disobe- 
dience to  his  orders.  His  con- 
viction of  the  truth  of  his  doc- 
trines was  so  strong,  and  his  con- 
fidence in  his  own  practice  so  en- 
tire, that  he  was  unable  to  bear 
opposition  to  the  one,  or  disobe- 
dience to  the  other.  When  he 
found  his  advice  slighted  or 
his  injunctions  disobeyed,  he 
was  indeed  unsparing  of  the  of- 
fender; for  he  truly  said  that  such 
acts  were  as  great  an  injury  to 
the  patient  as  an  injustice  to  the 
physician. 

Having  studied  much  and 
thought  profoundly  in  the  earlier 
part  of  his  life  ;  and  having  form- 
ed his  opinions  satisfactorily  to 
himself,  in  his  later  years  he  read 
but  little.     When  he  found  a  book 


that  pleased  him,  it  became  a 
study.  Every  opinion  was  made 
the  subject  of  reflection  and  con- 
versation. His  aversion  to  writ- 
ing was  decided  and  uniform 
through  his  life.  Had  he  com- 
mitted to  paper  the  observations 
he  had  made,  and  the  reflections 
revolved  in  his  powerful  mind, 
his  fame  would  have  been  as 
widely  extended  abroad  as  it  was 
deeply  rooted  in  his  native  place. 
The  writer  of  this  article  has 
been  informed  that  his  friends  fre- 
quently solicited  him  to  allow 
some  parts  of  his  opinions  and 
practice  to  be  taken  in  writing. 
He  at  last  assented  ;  and,  after 
progress  had  been  made  in  the 
work,  he  took  occasion  to  read 
what  had  been  written.  Having 
done  this,  approaching  the  fire, 
he  exclaimed,  "Absurd!  of  what 
use  is  all  this,  without  the  mind 
to  apply  it  ;"  and  deposited  the 
paper  in  the  flames. 

Decision  and  the  love  of  truth 
seem  to  have  been  the  distin- 
guishing traits  of  his  character, 
not  only  as  a  medical  practition- 
er, but  in  domestic  life.  He  was 
simple  in  his  taste,  and  averse  to 
parade  and  pretension.  In  his 
friendships  he  was  singularly  firm 
and  confiding;  and,  after  a  severe 
domestic  calamity  had  weakened 
his  mind,  his  affections  seemed,  if 
possible,  to  gain  new  strength  and 
deeper  tenderness.  In  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  his  views  on  the 
subject  of  religion  were  such  as 
to  afl'ord  great  consolation  to  those 
who  felt  the  deepest  inteiest  in 
his  welfare.  At  a  former  period 
he  had  been  captivated  with  the 
apparent  novelty  and  independ- 
ence of  the  French  philosophical 
opinions  ;  but  his  impressions  on 
this  subject  gradually  wore  out, 
and  he   came  at  last  to  feel  the 
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want  of  a  more  elevated  and  spi- 
ritual system. 

His  Hiial  illness  was  short.  On 
the  13lh  of  November  he  had  a 
slight  paralytic  afiection  uhile  in 
his  parlor;  but  was  able  to  sit  up, 
and  recoo;ni2ed  and  conversed 
pleasantly  with  a  medical  gentle- 
man whom  he  had  not  seen  for 
some  years.  On  the  evening  of 
that  day  he  entered  his  chamber 
to  leave  it  no  n)ore.  Three  days 
after  the  paralytic  affection,  find- 
ir.g  himself  faint,  he,  for  the  first 
time,  told  his  daughter,  his  only 
surviving  child,  that  this  illness 
would  be  a  fatal  one.  A  few 
hours  after,  he  sunk  into  a  stale  of 
insensibility,  and  expired  in  a 
tranquil  and  almost  imperceptible 
manner. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  88,  in 
his  house  in  Bowdoin  Square,  on 
the  16ih  day  of  November,  1827. 
On  the  Sunday  following,  the  fu- 
neral solemnities  of  the  Episcopal 
church  were  performed  in  his 
house  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gardiner; 
and  his  family  tomb  in  the  west- 
ern angle  of  the  cemetery  in 
Common  Street,  received  the  in- 
animate remains  of  him  who  had 
so  often  been  the  instrument  of 
averting  the  shafts  of  death 
from  his  fellow  men. 


II. 

REMARKS     ON    VACCINATION    AS    A 
PREVENTIVE   OF    VARIOLOID.* 

By  Chanuler  RoBBiNS,  M.D. 

There  can,  I  think,  be  little 
question  that  the  preventive  pow- 
er of  the  vaccine  matter  with 
which  an  individual  is  inoculated, 


*  This  article  will,  we  apprehend,  be 
read  with  great  interest  at  the  present 
period. — Ed. 


is  great  in  proportion  to  its  puri- 
ty. The  fact  that  other  conta- 
gious diseases,  (as  the  itch)  may 
be  communicated  along  with  the 
cow  pock  by  vaccination,  shows, 
that  the  virus  is  affected  by  the 
peculiar  state  of  the  individual 
from  whom  it  is  taken  ;  passing, 
therefore,  through  so  many  dif- 
ferent constitutions,  it  is  reasona- 
ble to  suppose  that  in  the  course 
of  years,  its  purity  and  its  power 
may  become  somewhat  diminish- 
ed, and  that  an  occasional  recur- 
rence to  the  original  source  of  the 
virus  would  ensure  its  full  effica- 
cy. As  this  recurrence,  howev- 
er, is  exceedingly  difficult,  it  be- 
comes desirable  that  the  same 
end  may  be  effected  by  means 
Diore  directly  within  our  power  ; 
and  it  is  the  object  of  this  pajier 
to  show  how  this  purpose  may  be 
attained. 

It  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that 
the  recent  well  known  occur- 
rences at  Halifax,  N.  S.  and  oth- 
er equally  remarkable  events  of 
a  similar  nature  in  our  own  vicini- 
ty, should  excite  much  surprise 
and  alarm  in  the  public  mind. 
But  these  events  must  be  noticed 
with  much  less  surprise  by  those 
who  have  viewed  the  subject  of 
vaccination  in  the  same  light  as 
the  writer  of  these  remarks  ;  and 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing 
my  belief  that  a  similar  state  of 
things  may  be  prevented  in  fu- 
ture, by  the  adoption  of  a  prac- 
tice recommended  by  me,  seve- 
ral years  ago,  in  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal Intelligencer. 

No  one  will  deny  that  there 
exists  in  the  generality  of  men,  a 
predisposition,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  to  be  affected  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner  by  the  infection  of 
smallpox.  In  those  who  possess 
largely  thi«  constitutional  predii- 
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position,  the  same  exposure  would 
produce  smallpox  in  its  confluent 
form,  which,  in  those  in  whom  it 
exists  but  slightly,  would  induce 
a  milder  species  of  that  malady. 
This  distinction  must  always  ex- 
ist.— It  is  well  known  that  the 
peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere, 
or  some  other  cause  equally  gen- 
eral in  its  operation,  renders  the 
infection  more  powerful  in  some 
years  than  in  others.  When  it 
acts  with  the  least  force,  the  lat- 
ter class  of  persons  escape  its  in- 
fluence altogether ;  and  when 
most  powerful,  though  both  class- 
es will  be  more  severely  affect- 
ed, yet  the  latter  will  escape 
with  much  less  disease  than  the 
former.  Thus,  in  every  combi- 
nation of  circumstances,  we  shall 
recognize  the  great  influence  of 
the  different  degree  of  natural 
predisposition  to  the  disease,  pos- 
sessed by  different  individuals. 

When  this  susceptibility  in  any 
person,  is  once  destroyed  by  the 
developement  of  the  disease,  to 
that  person  the  variolous  infection 
is  subsequently  innocuous  ;  and  in 
proportion  as  it  is  diminished  or 
impaired  by  any  circumstance  ca- 
pable of  thus  affecting  it,  will  the 
disease  produced  by  exposure  be 
mild. 

It  appears  evident  that  the 
vaccine  virus  acts  on  this  same 
predisposition,  and,  in  a  great  ma- 
jority of  cases,  entirely  exhausts 
it,  so  that  the  individual  is  ever 
after  incapable  of  being  specific- 
ally affected  by  the  infection  of 
smallpox,  or  again,  by  the  virus 
of  the  cow  pock.  This  is  partic- 
ularly true  with  regard  to  those 
who  have  but  a  small  share  of 
this  constitutional  tendency.  But 
it  is  equally  certain  that  there 
are  those  in  whom  this  tendency 
is  ^0  strong  as  not  to  be  overcome 


by  a  single  vaccination,  particu- 
larly in  the  present  state  of  the 
vaccine  matter.  In  these,  re- 
vaccination  is  required  to  com- 
plete the  work  of  prevention. 

A  second  degree  of  this  predis- 
position is  sliown  by  the  great 
readiness  and  power  with  which 
some  persons  are  affected  by  vac- 
cine inoculation. 

The  great  difficulty  which  we 
find  in  infecting  others,  evinces  a 
milder  state  of  this  tendency  ; — 
and  that  some  do  not  possess  it  at 
all,  seems  a  reasonable  inference 
from  the  fact  that  the  virus  pro- 
duces in  them  no  effect  whatev- 
er, however  recently  it  may  have 
been  taken,  and  however  well 
and  frequently  introduced. 

In  conformity  with  these  views, 
and  believing  that  the  most  ef- 
fectual method  of  conducting  vac- 
cination is  that  which  is  founded 
on  the  best  knowledge  we  have 
of  its  mode  of  action,  I  have  been 
in  the  habit,  when  called  on  to 
vaccinate  a  patient,  of  repeating 
the  operation  at  distant  intervals, 
until  the  virus  ceases  to  produce 
in  him  its  specific  effect.  I  am 
not  able  to  state  the  exact  pro- 
portion, but  should  think  that  in 
about  one  case  in  twenty,  it  has 
taken  a  second  time,  and  gone 
through  its  successive  stages  with 
great  regularity.  In  no  case  has 
it  taken  a  third  time,  though  I 
doubt  not  such  cases  may  occur. 

I  have  also  implanted  the  virus 
in  the  arm  of  persons  who  had 
been  through  the  disease  many 
years  previous,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  other  medical  attendants  ; 
in  these  also,  the  second  vaccina- 
tion would  occasionally  take  ef- 
fect, and  produce  as  perfect  a 
vesicle  and  as  deep  an  areola  as 
if  the  individual  had  never  been 
vaccinated.     I  have  generally  re- 
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marked  that  the  progress  of  the 
vesicle   after  the  seventh  day,  has 
been    rather   more   rapid   than  in 
the    tirst   vaccination.     Diffeieiit 
cases  have    di<rered   much  iii  this 
respect;  but  all  have  approached 
as  nearly  to   the  original    as  does 
the    varioloid    to   the    smallpox. 
The  relation  between  them  I  ap- 
prehend    to   be   the    same.       In 
cases  where  it   has  thus    taken  a 
second  time,  the  white,  circular, 
depressed   and   indented   scar   or 
scars,  clearly  marked  the  effica- 
cy  of  the   previous  vaccination  ; 
and   the   patient's   own  recollec- 
tion,   the   history   of  the   former 
symptoms,  and  the  declaration  of 
the     physician    who    vaccinated 
him,  have  in    general   been  found 
to  confirm  the  opinion   which  any 
medical     observer    would    form 
from  the  appearance  of  the  arm. 
A  distinguished  bookseller  of  this 
city   gave   a   fine   illustration   of 
these  remarks  in  his  own  person. 
Of  late,  a  great  number  of  simi- 
lar cases   have   been  met   with  ; 
and  I  have  this  day  seen    the  arm 
of  a  young  lady  of   17  years   of 
age,  in   whom  the  vaccine  virus 
vas  inserted  a    week  ago   in  two 
places.     In  both  it   has  taken  ef- 
fect ;  both  exhibit  the  perfect  as- 
pect of  the  proper  vesicle  on  the 
seventh  day,  and  both  ai-e  distend- 
ed with  limpid  fluid.     This  lady 
was  vaccinated  several  years  ago 
by  a  physician   of   this  city,  who 
informs  me  that  he  made  but  two 
punctures,  and  both  look  the  dis- 
ease ;    the    two    marks    are   now 
perfectly   distinct  ;   they   are  di- 
rectly  above    my    re-vaccination, 
and  on  this  day  alford  a  strong  and 
beautiful  confirmation  of  the  sen- 
timents I  would  here  inculcate. 

The  individuals  thus  alluded  to, 
had  they  not  been  re-vaccinated,  and 
all  others  in  whom    the  cow  pock 


would  take   effect  a  second  time 
if  tried,  are,  according  to  these 
views,  liable   to  have   the  small- 
pox, if  exposed    under  favorable 
circumstances,   to    its   infection  ; 
and    althougli  in  a  milder  degree 
than  if  they  had  never  been  vac- 
cinated, yet  more  severely  than 
some  others  who  possess  natural- 
ly but  a  very  slight  predisposition 
to  the  disease,  and  who  have  nev- 
er received  any  protection  what- 
ever.    Two  persons  might  lie  on 
the  same  bed  with   smallpox,  and 
owing   to  a   great  natural  dilfer- 
ence  of  constitution,  the  one  who 
had   previously    been   vaccinated 
might    exhibit    symptoms     much 
more    grave,    than    he    who   had 
never  received  that   benefit  ; — a 
stale  of  things  which  would  ope- 
rate   on  the   public   much  to  the 
discredit  of  vaccination  ;  and  yet, 
when  viewed  in  a  proper  lidit,  is 
no  argument    against  its  full  pre- 
ventive power  ;  for,  had  the  for- 
mer   been   subjected   to  the   re- 
peated influence  of  the  cow  pock, 
instead  of  being  the  sicker  of  the 
two,    he    would,    unquestionably, 
have  escaped  infection  altogether. 
The    occurrence   of    smallpox 
after   vaccination   has    been    re- 
cently explained   by  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  subjects  of  such  oc- 
currence have  so  small  a  share  of 
constitutional  suceptibility  of  the 
vaccine  influence,  as  to  render  it 
impossible  to  introduce  lliis  influ- 
ence   sufficieiiily    into  their  sys- 
tems  to  protect  ihem  from  the 
small;  ox.     The  objection  to  this 
explanation  is,  the  high  degree  of 
probability    that    it    is   the   same 
()re(lispogition  which  receives  the 
variolous  as  the  vaccine  infection, 
— that    a  person   who  cannot  re- 
ceive the  latter,  is  protected,  by 
his  ccnstiluticn,  from    the  former 
also.     I  do  not  presume  to  speak 
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decidedly  on  this  question  ;  but 
among  the  many  facts  which  have 
appeared  to  confirm  the  opinion 
before  expressed  on  this  subject, 
I  will  only  relate  the  case  of  a 
lady,  the  sister  of  a  professional 
gentleman  well  known  in  this 
city.  The  family  having  been 
exposed  to  smallpox,  this  lady 
was  frequently  vaccinated,  but 
was  found  incapable  of  receiving 
the  disease.  She  was  subse- 
quently inoculated  with  a  similar 
result ;  and  afterwards  exposed 
at  the  bedside  of  a  brother  who 
had  the  smallpox  in  its  contluent 
form  ;  but  every  endeavour  to 
communicate  this  disease  proved 
as  fruitless  as  did  the  numerous 
anterior  attempts  to  induce  vac- 
ciola. 

The  most  common  mode  of  ac- 
counting for  the  appearance  of 
variola  in  those  who  thought 
themselves  protected  is,  by  sup- 
posing some  defect  in  the  vacci- 
nation ; — it  was  performed,  per- 
haps, in  a  part  laboring,  at  the 
time,  under  some  cutaneous  dis- 
ease which  interfered  with  the 
action  of  the  virus ;  or  it  was 
done  with  matter  taken  from  such 
a  vesicle,  and  hence  imperfect; — 
an  unobserved  interruption  of  the 
progress  of  the  disease,  or,  it 
may  be,  temporary  ill  health,  ren- 
dered fallacious  the  patient's  hope 
of  security  ! 

Although  great  care  is  necessa- 
ry in  watching  the  successive  ap- 
pearances of  the  vaccine  vesicle, 
too  much  stress  appears  to  have 
been  laid  on  minute  and  unimpor- 
tant circumstances.  The  occur- 
rence of  modified  smallpox  in  the 
vaccinated  is  much  more  ration- 
ally accounted  for  by  the  princi- 
ples advanced  in  this  paper,  than 
by  those  trivial  circumstances  in 


the  local  phenomena  of  vacciola, 
which  are  so  frequently  brought 
forward  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
plaining such  events.  It  is  not,  f 
apprehend,  so  easy  a  thing  to 
check  the  progress  of  this  dis- 
ease, as  is  generally  supposed. 
After  the  infection  is  once  receiv- 
ed into  the  system,  it  is  almost  as 
sure  to  produce  its  constitutional 
effect  as  is  \he  smallpox  itself. 
Were  the  infection  entirely  local, 
disturbing  the  pustule  might  de- 
stroy the  efficacy  of  the  disease  ; 
but  the  vesicle  once  perfectly 
and  fully  formed — the  constitution 
once  affected,  it  matters  but  lit- 
tle to  the  security  of  the  individ- 
ual, whether  the  pustule  be  dis- 
turbed or  not, — whether  the  gen- 
eral health  be  impaired  or  sound, 
— whether  the  skin  is  fair,  or  oc- 
casionally spotted  with  scales  or 
pimples.  In  a  case  of  smallpox, 
these  circumstances  would  not  be 
considered  as  detracting  from  the 
prophylactic  virtue  of  the  disease; 
neither  do  they  seem  sufficient  to 
produce  this  effect  in  a  well 
marked  case  of  vaccinia. 

If,  therefore,  future  experi- 
ence should  accord  with  past  ob- 
servation in  sanctioning  the  views 
here  presented,  of  the  nature  and 
power  of  vaccination,  the  human 
family  may  hope  to  be  protected 
not  only  from  the  loathsome  and 
malignant  forms  of  genuine  small- 
pox, but  also  from  that  modifica- 
tion of  this  disease,  now  generally 
termed  the  varioloid. 

Let  it  not  be  understood  that, 
by  recommending  re-vaccination, 
I  would  give  any  credit  to  an 
opinion  already  too  common  among 
the  people,  and  which  would  not 
have  been  noticed  here,  had  it 
not  been  adopted  by  a  respectable 
surgeon,  in  a  work  which  is  just 
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from  the  English  press.*  The 
notion  that  the  vaccine  influence 
may  be  worn  out  in  seven  years, 
or  as  Mr.  Dendy  supposes,  in 
about  five  years,  seems  too  ab- 
surd to  require  refutation.  The 
writer  of  these  remarks  was  vac- 
cinated nearly  thirty  years  ago. 
In  1819,  being  in  Edinburgh  dur- 
ing the  prevalence  of  smallpox, 
he  visited,  every  day,  several  pa- 
tients laboring  under  this  disease; 
remained  long  in  rooms  where  two 
or  three  were  suffering  under  its 
worst  forms,  and  inhaled  freely 
the  atmosphere  of  rooms  filled 
with  the  infection  ;  yet  never  did 
that  infection  induce  in  him  a 
symptom  of  disease.  What,  in- 
deed, would  be  the  state  of  the 
world  at  the  present  time,  had  we 
been,  for  thirty  years,  leaning  on 
a  broken  staff  !  All  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  globe,  excepting  only, 
the  small  proportion  who  have 
been  vaccinated  within  the  five 
last  years,  would  be  as  subject  to 
smallpox  as  ever  ; — that  relent- 
less malady  would  be  almost,  if 
not  altogether  as  prevalent  as  be- 
fore the  practice  of  variolous  in- 
oculation ;  our  own  city  would 
not,  on  this  very  day,  have  a 
street,  a  lane,  or  an  alley,  which 
could  not  count  its  dying  and  its 
dead  of  that  terrible  disease.  It 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this 
absurd  but  popular  sentiment 
should  have  received  the  counte- 
nance of  so  respectable  a  writer, 
and  we  cannot  too   frequently  or 

*  "  It  is  now,  I  think,  an  undisputed 
fact,  that  the  susceptibility  of  receiving 
(variolous)  infection  will  recur  at  certain 
periods,  subsequent  even  to  perfect  vac- 
cination— that  the  vaccine  influence  is  as 
it  were  worn  out." — Trunlise  on  Ihe  Cu- 
taneous Diseases  of  Childrtn^  fcc,  by 
Walter  C.  Uendt,  Surgeon  to  the  Roy- 
al Infirmarj  for  Children,  Sic.  &c.  Lon- 
don,    p.  233. 


too  strongly  urge  its  utter  ground- 
lessness. 

Boston,  Jan.  22,  1828. 


III. 

The  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New-York  have  under- 
taken to  analyze  and  detect  the 
composition  of  the  most  famous 
nostrums  or  secret  medicines  ;  a 
labor  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
will  prosecute,  with  the  same 
diligence  they  have  begun  it.     ' 

In  Part  I.  lately  published,  the 
first  article  is.  Chambers''  Remedy 
for  Intemperance,  This  was  found 
to  consist  of  emetic  tartar,  capsi- 
cum, sulphur,  carbon,  cochineal 
and  gum.  The  pepper  is  proba- 
bly intended  to  give  taste  to  the 
medicine,  and  may  serve  to  modi- 
fy the  action  of  the  tartarized  an- 
timony, to  which  the  medicine 
appears  to  owe  all  its  efficacy. 
The  other  ingredients  are  com- 
paratively inert,  serving  merely 
to  give  bulk  to  the  article,  and  to 
disguise  its  composition. 

That  this  medicine  should  have 
the  effect  of  producing  a  radical 
cure  of  drunkenness,  is  highly  im- 
probable. On  the  other  hand, 
when  taken  injudiciously,  fatal 
consequences  may  ensue.  As  the 
stomachs  of  drunkards  of  long 
standing  are  excessively  irritable, 
vomiting,  which  it  is  the  object  of 
this  medicine  to  produce,  is  among 
the  most  dangerous  symptoms  at- 
tendant upon  habits  of  intoxica- 
tion. 

The  next  article  which  has  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, is  Leroy''s  Medicine  Cura- 
tive. This  nostrum  has  acquired 
great  celebrity  in  the  French  colo- 
nies, though  it  is,  as  yet,  of  little 
notoriety  in  the   United  States. 
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The  manner,  however,  in  which 
its  virtues  are  set  forth,  is  well 
calculated  to  catch  the  popular 
favor.  It  consists  of  tartar  eme- 
tic ;  of  a  species  of  jalap  whose 
use  has  been  superseded  by  the 
ordinary  jalap, — which  is  also  an 
ingredient, — and  of  senna. 

The  composition  is  a  drastic 
purgative,  and  may  in  some  cases 
be  advantageously  employed  un- 
der the  direction  of  a  regular 
physician.  Its  private  use,  how- 
ever,  is  higlily  dangerous,  and  has 
in  some  instances  proved  fatal. 

Sicaim''s  Panacea  is  the  remain- 
ing subject  in  this  part  of  the 
Report. 

The  committee  have  found  this 
medicine  to  depend  chiefly  upon 
sarsaparilla  for  its  efficacy. 

In  the  original,  the  rob  de  Laf- 
fecteur,  every  other  ingredient  is 
said  to  have  been  occasionally 
changed,  in  order  to  elude  disco- 
very of  its  composition.  This 
medicine  has  been  very  much 
used  in  France,  and  the  formula 
for  its  preparation  generally  be- 
lieved there  to  be  correct,  is  as 
follows  : 

Boil  thirty  ounces  of  the  root 
of  sarsaparilla  with  the  same 
quantity  of  marsh  reed-grass,  in 
nine  pints  of  water,  for  one  hour  ; 
strain  off  the  decoction,  and  pour 
the  same  quantity  of  water  on  the 
residuum,  which  is  to  be  boiled 
for  two  hours  ;  toward  the  end  of 
the  boiling,  add  of  otficinal  borage 
flowers,  eight  ounces ;  senna  and 
rose  leaves,  of  each  two  ounces  ; 
then  strain  off,  and  to  both  decoc- 
tions, add  sugar  and  honey,  of  each 
six  pounds,  and  boil  the  whole  to 
the  consistence  of  syrup.  Swaim 
first  substituted  the  bark  of  sas- 
safras for  the  marsh  reed-grass  ; 
but  he  is  now  believed  to  employ 


instead  of  this  the  leaves  of  the 
sipsesewa  (chimaphila  corymbosa 
of  Pursh),  an  article  which  is 
certaiidy  endowed  with  active 
medicinal  powers,  and  extremely 
well  calculated  to  co-operate 
with  the  sarsaparilla  in  removing 
most  of  those  diseases  for  which 
the  syrup  is  employed.  The  oil 
of  winter-green  (ol.  gaultheriae) 
is  also  evident  in  the  composition. 
The  price  of  this  article  is  three 
dollars  a  bottle  ;  the  original  cost 
of  which  quantity  is  ascertained 
to  be  five  shillings. 

In  the  analysis  of  the  New-York 
Society,  no  mercury  appears  ;  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  reputa- 
tion gained  by  this  medicine  has 
arisen  from  the  intermixture  of  a 
mercurial  salt.  We  know  that 
many  persons  have  been  salivated 
by  it.  Probably,  mercury  is  at 
some  periods  omitted,  in  order  to 
produce  obscurity  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  composition. 


IV. 

HOSPITAL    REPORT. 

Operation   for  a  fci-midahle  Tumor 
in  the  Neck.     Oct.  1 9,  1 827. 

The  pationt,  Mr.  ,   is  a  man  of 

60,  rather  weak  in  cnnstimtion. 

Tumor  has  been  grnwinor  between 
one  and  two  years.  Externally,  it 
extends  fri.m  the  lower  jaw  to  the 
inferior  part  of  the  neck,  on  the  left 
side  ;  and  from  the  trachea  across 
the  neck,  under  the  mastoid  muscle 
to  the  transverse  processes  of  the 
cervical  verlehr;e.  Is  of  an  almost 
stony  hardness  at  the  upper  part.  In 
form  somewhat  flattened,  as  if  com- 
pressed. 

On  the  inside  of  the  month  a  tu- 
mor is  seen  on  tlie  left  side  of  the 
fauces,  exlendin?  half  across  this  pas- 
sage, and  rendering  the  deglutition 
very  difficult, 

A  consultation  being  held   of  th« 
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physicians  of  the  Hospital,  aided  by 
other  gentlemen,  it  was  concluded 
that  as  the  patient  must  expire  with- 
out an  opcralion,  if,  considering  he 
might  die  in  ils  performance,  or  soon 
afier,  he  thought  it  best  to  have  the 
operation  done,  it  would  be  proper 
to  do  it. 

Tiie  patient  having  dul}'  consider- 
ed the  dangers  of  his  case,  and  hav- 
ing consulted  his  friends,  was  anx- 
ious lo  have  an  operation  done  as 
speedily  as  possible.  It  was  accord- 
ingly performed  by  Dr.  Warren  as 
follows. 

The  neck  being  shaved  and  the 
patient  having  taken  sixty  drops  of 
laudaimm,  half  an  hour  befure  the 
operation,  was  placed  in  a  common 
chair,  the  head  inclined  to  the  right 
side,  and  an  assistant  directed  to  sup- 
port it  sufficiently  lo  prevent  any 
contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the 
neck. 

An  incision  was  made  from  the 
ear  to  the  clavicle,  inclining  forwards 
from  the  ear  towards  the  larynx  so 
as  to  uncover  the  middle  of  tlio  sur- 
face of  the  tumor.  This  part  of  it 
was  then  dissected  and  brought  into 
view,  so  as  to  expose  the  more  pro- 
minent portion,  which  was  separated 
from  the  lower  jaw  and  the  ear 
above,  from  the  larynx  before  ;  and 
the  mastoid  muscle  was  turned  back 
from  the  upper  portion  of  the  tumor, 
care  being  taken  to  avoid  the  ac- 
cessory nerve  where  it  enters  the 
muscle. 

About  this  period  the  patient  fiint- 
ed  twice  in  succession,  but  by  inclin- 
ing the  head  downward,  he  was  re- 
covered. 

The  next  object  was  to  disengage 
the  tumor  at  its  lowest  part,  and  ascer- 
tain its  relrition  to  the  great  blood- 
vessels and  nerves.  In  prosecuting 
this  part  of  the  operation,  it  soon  ap- 
peared that  the  disease  extended  so 
low,  as  to  leave  a  small  space  be- 
tween it  and  the  clavicle.  While 
cautiously  attempting  to  raise  the 
lower  part  of  the  tumor,  and  looking 


for  the  internal  jugular  vein,  this  ves- 
sel was  found  to  be  pushed  forwards 
by  the  tumor,  and  bent  from  ils 
course,  and  lo  be  covered  anteriorly 
by  a  thin  layer  of  the  lumur,  which 
obscured  its  usual  blue  color,  and 
confused  it  wilh  the  surrounding 
parts. 

The  deep  dissection  of  the  tnmoi 
was  prosecuted  at  the  superior  part 
of  the  neck.  The  numerous  large 
arteries  from  the  external  carotid  be- 
ing situated  here,  it  was  necessary  to 
prevent  the  hemorrhage  from  these 
vessels,  by  placing  a  ligature  wpon 
the  carotid  artery  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  neck.  For  this  purpose  the 
sternal  attachment  of  the  mastoid 
muscle  was  cut.  Then  by  dissecting 
the  sterno  hyoideus  and  dividing  the 
omo-hyoideus,  which  was  thin  and 
wasted,  from  passing  through  the 
tumor,  the  artery  was  exposed,  its 
sheath  opened  and  dissected,  and  a 
ligature  of  three  threads  passed 
around  it  and  tied.  The  patient  ex- 
pressed no  emotion  at  the  ligature  of 
the  artery,  nor  did  he  appear  inclined 
to  faint  again. 

Passing  a  ligature  through  the  tu- 
mor it  was  drawn  backwards,  and 
thus  the  dissection  was  continued 
high  and  deep,  to  the  side  of  the  pha- 
rynx. In  doing  this,  a  considerable 
nerve,  apparently  the  glosso-pharyn- 
geal,  was  unavoidably  divided.  The 
tumor  being  somewhat  loosened,  a 
cord  was  seen  proceeding  out  of  it, 
towards  the  upper  part  of  the  neck, 
appearing  to  be  a  part  of  the  tumor. 
Tills  proved  to  be  the  par  vaguni 
nerve  and  the  carotid  artery.  The 
entire  extirpation  of  this  part  of  the 
tumor  was  impracticable,  except  by 
a  dissection  which  the  patient  would 
not  have  supported.  The  tumor  was 
therefore  removed  in  separate  por- 
tions : — first  the  most  considerable 
mass  of  it,  afterwards  the  other  por- 
tions, so  as  to  leave  a  small  part 
only  attached  to  the  vessels  and 
nerves  ;  this  was  in  great  part  broken 
and  detached  by  the  fingers.  In 
performing  this  part  of  the  operation. 
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it  was  perceived  that  when  the  tu- 
mor was  so  moved  as  to  draw  the 
par  vagum,  (wliich  necessarily  liap- 
pened  in  a  slight  degree)  at  that  mo- 
ment the  patient  had  a  sort  of  spasm 
or  convuLsion,  extending  fron)  the 
neck  into  the  thorax,  and  trunk  of 
ihe  body. 

In  the  dissection  of  the  npper  part 
of  the  tumor,  the  lliyroid  vein  was 
necessarily  cut  off,  and  produced  a 
bleeding  which  was  troublesome 
while  it  lasted.  This  was  the  prin- 
cipal hemorrhage.  Except  at  the 
beginning  of  the  operation,  there 
was  scarcely  a  show  of  arterial  blood. 
The  skin  was  brought  together  to 
allow  such  parts,  as  might  be  dis- 
posed, to  unite,  in  order  to  lessen 
the  extent  of  the  wound. 

The  first  night  he  had  some  sleep. 
On  the  next  day,  pulse  120 — no  dif- 
ficulty in  swallowing,  breathing,  nor 
speaking.  Second  day  ;  much  the 
same.  Third  day  ;  says  he  feels 
comfortable, — speaks  with  ease, — 
swallows  better, — has  no  difficulty  in 
breathing,  nor  any  other  alarming 
symptoms.  Pulse  100.  Took  half 
an  ounce  of  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
which  was  repeated  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Fourth  day.  Wound  dressed  ;  has 
in  a  great  measure  healed.  Pulse 
100.  Has  a  disposition  fur  nourish- 
ment, and  swallows  well. 

From  this  time  he  recovered  ra- 
pidly. 

The  tumor  on  the  inside  of  the 
throat  inflamed  soon  after  the  opera- 
tion, and  had  great  appearance  of 
sloughing  away.  But  this  appear- 
ance subsiding,  in  sixteen  days  from 
the  first  operation  the  actual  cautery 
was  applied.  A  piece  of  horn  was 
so  shaped  as  to  receive  and  convey 
securely  an  iron  across  the  mouth  to 
the  throat.  This  being  introduced, 
a  globe  of  iron,  half  an  inch  in  dia- 
meter, with  a  handle  altached  to  it, 
was  heated  red  hot  and  carried  to 
the  tumor,  and  pressed  forcibly  into 
it.      'i'ljo  substance  appearing  very 


bard,  a  second  red  hot  iron  was  em- 
ployed in  the  same  manner. 

On  that  day  and  the  next,  the  pa- 
tient sufi'ered  considerHbiy  from  this 
operation.  By  the  fourth  day  he 
was  as  well  as  before  it  ;  and  the 
slough  having  separated  he  left  the 
hospital  within  a  week,  and  went 
home  into  the  country. 

Fr(un  some  exposure,  he  got  an 
inflammation  of  the  throat,  which  for 
a  time  had  an  unpromising  aspect ; 
but  from  this  he  has  now  recovered, 
and  is  well  enough  to  resume  his 
common  occupation. 

A  surgeon  who  undertakes  an  ope- 
ration on  a  deep-seated  tumor, should 
be  prepared  to  find  great  deviations 
from  the  natural  state  of  parts  ;  and 
he  must  not  expect  his  knowledge  of 
anatomy  to  serve  as  his  sure  and  in- 
fallible guide,  in  this  new  state  of 
things.  A  deliberate  observation  of 
parts,  as  they  present  themselves, 
can  alone  conduct  him  s  ifely  along. 
The  recovery  of  this  patient  shows 
what  extraordinary  wounds  a  weak, 
yet  un-irritable  constitution  can  sup- 
port. In  this  operation,  which  lasted 
an  hour,  including  the  fainlings,  the 
carotid  artery  was  tied  ;  the  par  va- 
gum nerve  and  the  internal  jugular 
vein  dissected,  for  a  considerable 
extent  ;  the  accessory  and  sublingual 
nerves  exposed  ;  the  glosso-pharyn- 
geal  and  the  descending  branch  of 
the  sublingual,  or  desceiidons  noni, 
cut  off;  part  of  the  pharynx  and  tra- 
chea uncovered  ;  the  mastoid  muscle 
dissected  for  its  whole  lenglh  and 
divided  ;  the  omo-hyoid,  sterno-hy- 
oid  and  sterno-thyroid,  dissected,  and 
the  first  divided  ;  the  digastric  and 
internal  pterygoid  and  other  small 
muscles  dissected  ;  and  the  transverse 
processes  of  the  cervical  vertebrae  in 
part  exposed. 

The  operation  was  performed  in 
presence  of  the  consulting  physicians 
of  the  hospital,  many  of  the  fuculty 
of  the  city,  and  the  class  of  medical 
students  attending  lectures  in  Boston 
at  the  lime. 
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SELECTED  FROM  FOREIGN  JOUR- 
NALS. 

The  third  volume  of  Sir  Asllcy 
Cooper's  Surgical  Lectures  is  just 
reprinted  here.  It  contains  two  use- 
ful plates  from  his  work  on  disloca- 
tions, one  exhibiting  the  appearance 
of  the  different  hip  dislocations,  the 
other  the  mode  of  applying  pullies — 
the  use  of  which  Sir  Astley  strongly 
recommends  in  difficult  cases. 

Some  persons  affect  to  object  alto- 
gether to  the  use  of  pullies  in  dislo- 
cations, and  prefer  manual  force. 
They  choose  to  employ  half  a  dozen 
or  more  individuals  to  apply  a  force 
which,  with  the  aid  of  pullies,  may 
be  exerted  by  one  or  two.  Would 
a  sensible  mec'hanic  throw  aside  his 
wheel  and  axle  and  hire  half  a  dozen 
men  to  effect  what  he  could  have 
performed  alone  ?  But  the  human 
body  is  not  to  be  operated  on  like 
inanimate  matter.  No,  truly — in  ap- 
plying a  force  to  organized  parts  we 
must  study  the  nature  of  these  parts 
and  make  our  applications  with  a 
reference  thereto.  When  pullies 
are  applied  to  reduce  a  dislocation, 
they  must  be  so  directed  as  to  ope- 
rate with  precision  on  bone,  muscle 
and  ligament  ;  and  this  can  be  effect- 
ed with  n)uch  greater  facility,  than 
when  half  a  dozen  or  more  individu- 
als, each  with  different  minds  and 
different  powers,  are  set  to  work  on 
one  body.  If  the  txtending  power 
is  to  be  continued  half  an  hour  or 
more,  the  fatigue  of  the  muscles  of 
these  individuals  must  greatly  em- 
barrass the  patient  and  the  surgeon. 
An  ingenious  surgeon  may  find  a 
substitute  for  pullies  where  they  are 
not  to  be  had  ;  but  he  that  would  ob- 


ject to  them  where  they  are  at  hand, 
must  be  blinded  by  ignorance  or 
prejudice. 

The  following  deplorable  case 
from  the  London  Medico-Chirurgl- 
cal  Review  of  October,  shows  in  a 
strong  light  the  danger  of  employing 
the  unmanageable  force  of  a  number 
of  men  in  the  reduction  of  dislocation. 

Dislocation  of  the  Head  of  the  Hu- 
merus forwards. 

Le  Breton,  set.  57,  a  sturdy  sailor, 
rather  given  to  drinking,  fell  upon 
the  arm,  which  was  carried  forcibof 
backward.  This  was  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1824.  A  surgeon  applied 
poultices  to  the  shoulder,  but  these 
giving  no  relief  to  the  pain,  the  pa- 
tient entered  the  Hotel  Dieu  of 
Rouen  on  the  ISth. 

When  seen  by  M.  Leudet,  there 
was  a  swelling  of  the  left  shoulder, 
arm,  and  forearm,  which  latter,  with 
the  hand,  was  rather  cold.  There 
was  a  hollow  beneath  the  acromion, 
and  the  head  of  the  hunierus  was  sit- 
unted  under  the  pectoral  muscle.  It 
being  evident  that  there  was  disloca- 
tion of  the  head  of  the  humerus  for- 
wards, M.  Leudet  proceeded  to  the 
reduction.  Accordingly,  the  patient 
being  seated  in  a  high  chair,  exten- 
sion was  made  from  the  wrist,  whilst 
the  counter-extension  was  effected 
by  a  roller,  passed  under  the  arm 
pit,  the  end  crossing  over  the  oppo- 
site shoulder,  and  fixed  to  a  staple  in 
the  wall.  A  ball  was  kept  under 
the  hollow  of  the  axilla,  to  lift  up  the 
head  of  the  bone  at  the  instant  of  re- 
duction. The  extension  was  made 
by  eight  intelligent  pu[)ils,  M.  Leudet 
taking  the  managciiient  of  the  arm. 
At  the  first  attempt,  the  head  of  the 
bone  was  dislodged  from  its  place^ 
and  brought  into  the  axilla  ;  the  sec- 
ond trial  was  followed  by  its  com- 
plete reduction.  An  enormous  swell- 
ing took  place  almost  immediately 
beneath  the  pectoral  muscles.     The 
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face  became  pale,  and  covered  with 
swpat — the  lips  livid,  and  tlie  pulsa- 
tion in  tl)e  radial  artery  ceased,  M. 
Leiidet  attributed  these  syniptims  to 
exhi-iiistion,  and  the  swelling  he  ima- 
gined to  be  gas  escaping  into  the  cel- 
lular membrane.  After  a  few  min- 
utes, the  general  symptoms  disap- 
peared, but  the  swelling  remained, 
whilst  the  pain  was  intolerable. 
Compresses  dipped  in  a  solution  of 
acetate  of  lead  to  be  applied.  14th. 
The  countenance  was  pale — the 
pnlse  small,  hard,  and  frequent.  The 
swelling  seemed  to  have  subsided  a 
little,  but  was  cold  and  of  a  purplish 
color.  In  the  axilla  was  a  tumor, 
the  pulsations  of  which  were  distinct 
to  the  eye,  though  not  to  the  touch. 
It  was  now  evident  that  the  artery 
was  ruptured,  but  the  state  of  the 
parts  around  precluded  any  operation 
for  tying  the  subclavian.  On  the 
I7lh,  phlyctenae  appeared,  and  on 
the  succeeding  days,  gangrene  be- 
came developed.  25th.  The  fin- 
gers, elbow,  skin  of  the  axilla,  and 
inside  of  the  arm,  are  in  a  state  of 
sphacelus;  the  pulsations  of  the  tu- 
mor are  more  marked.  27th.  A 
good  deal  of  hemorrhage  from  two 
openings,  situated  a  little  below  the 
arm-pit.  Though  the  bleeding  was 
arrested,  the  patient  expired  iti  the 
course  of  an  hour. 

Dissection. — Hand  and  inside  of 
the  arm  in  a  state  of  gangrene.  The 
pectoralis  major  was  almost  com- 
pletely torn  across,  and  its  fibres 
were  separated  by  clots  of  blood. 
The  np[)er  portion  of  the  short  head 
of  the  biceps  was  ruptured  also.  All 
the  muscles  of  the  arm,  shoulder,  and 
outside  of  the  chest,  were  infiltrated 
with  blood.  Between  the  pectoralis 
minor  and  latissimus  dorsi,  there  was 
a  large  clot,  on  ren)oving  which  the 
axillary  artery  was  found  lu  be  fairly 
torn  across,  a  little  above  the  origin 
of  the  subscapular.  In  order  to  dis- 
cover the  upper  end  of  the  vessel,  it 
was  necessary  to  dissect  the  subcla- 
viaiiy  which  was  enlarged,  as  were 
the    branches    which  arise     from   it 


The  aziltary  artery  lay  beneath  the 
pectoralis  minor,  upon  the  rib,  to 
which  it  adhered  by  means  of  coagu- 
lable  lymph.  The  end  of  the  vessel 
was  narrowed,  and  the  thoracic 
nerves  flattened.  The  second  rib 
was  depressed,  its  periosteum  slight- 
ly absorbed,  and  the  bone  itself  a  lit- 
tle rough.  The  head  of  the  humerus 
was  somewhat  flattened  at  the  parts 
corresponding  to  the  rib  ;  the  capsule 
torn — the  cartilage  rough  and  ulcer- 
ated in  parts.  The  inner  margin  of 
the  glenoid  cavity  was  fractured. 


Fever-Gastro-Enteritis. 
The   dissection   of  the    following 
case    is  important,    as    showing    the 
condition   of  organs    in    a   commoii 
kind  of  fever. 

An  Irishman  had  been  attacked 
with  fever,  and  treated  in  the  Fever 
Hospital  uuder  Dr.  Tweedie,  who 
ultimately  sent  the  patient  to  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  "  from  the 
supposition  that  syphilis  had  super- 
vened ;  a  bubo  having  manifested  it- 
self in  the  groin,  and  a  putrid  sort  of 
ulcer  being  discovered  on  the  penis." 
When  admitted,  the  reporter  remark- 
ed a  wildness  of  expression  and  flush- 
ed state  of  the  countenance,  general 
treuior  of  the  muscles,  and  mental 
imbecility,  "  sufficiently  characteris- 
tic of  the  state  and  stage  of  existing 
fever."  He  had  a  brown  tongue, 
somewhat  moist,  and  a  soft  compres- 
sible pulse  at  100  in  a  minute, — de- 
pression of  vital  powers.  In  the 
groin  was  a  large  circular  slough, 
emitting  a  putrid  odor.  A  similar 
slough  was  seen  on  the  dorsum  of 
the  penis,  Mr.  Lawrence,  suppos- 
ing that  the  patient  was  in  the  last 
stage  of  fever,  merely  exhibited  a 
iew  grains  of  rhubarb,  and  ordered 
cold  applications  to  the  head,  with 
poultices  to  the  ulcers.  Next  day  all 
the  symptoms  were  worse,  and  he 
v/as  lorched  on  the  temples.  Saline 
medicines  with  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
■ — small  quantities  of  wine  and  water. 
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Dissection. — The  alimentary  canal 
was  laid  open,  when  it  was  discover- 
ed that  the  larpe  intestines  were  in  a 
state  of  exieiisive  disease.  "  Tliey 
were  studded  more  or  less,  iiear!y 
throiioliont  their  extent,  wiili  p;ang;re- 
noiis  ulcers,  mostly  of  the  size  of  an 
ordinary  split  pea."  The  peritoneal 
covering  was  sound,  but  the  ulcera- 
tions had  destroyed  the  mucous  and 
muscular  coat  Of  the  bowel.  The 
bag  of  the  coecum  presented  one  un- 
interrupted aspect  of  gangrenous  ul- 
ceration ;  and  on  sponging  the  parts, 
spots  of  mortification  were  seen,  the 
intervening  portions  of  mucous  and 
muscular  tunics  being  almost  destroy- 
ed. The  ascending  colon  was  thick- 
ly studded  with  idceralions,  about 
three  lines  apart  f  om  each  other. 
The  transver-e  colon  was  also  ulcer- 
ated, but  the  tdcers  were  tliinly  scat- 
tered. The  descending  colon  and 
sigmoid  flexures  were  nearly  exempt. 
The  other  viscera  of  the  abdomen 
and  thorax  were  sound.  The  arach- 
noid was  opaque,  and  the  pin  mater 
partially  infiltrated,  and  its  vessels 
congested.  The  substance  of  the 
brain  was  firmer  than  usual,  and 
rather  more  than  the  natural  quan- 
tity of  fluid  was  found  in  the  ven- 
tricles.— Lancet. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  FEB.  26,    1828. 
VARIOLOID. 

For  eight  or  ten  weeks  the  small- 
pox and  varioloid  have  appeared  in 
the  vicinity  of  Boston,  imported  from 
Halifax  and  INew-York.  Some  in- 
stances appeared  in  Boston,  but  the 
disease  was  not  communicated,  and 
soon  vanished.  On  the  15th  of 
February,  another  case  was  dis- 
covered by  Dr.  Ingalls  in  a  person 
in  Kneeland  Street,  lately  from  New- 
York.  The  patient  not  being  able 
to  be  removed  down  the  harbor  to 
Rainsford   Island,  in  the  opinion  of 


his  physician,  the  street  was  barri- 
caded and  measures  of  precaution 
taisen  to  prevent  the  conmitinicatioa 
of  the  disease. 

Although  this  disease  has  been  so 
happily  kept  at  bay  for  some  time, 
there  is  no  doubt  it  will  ultimately 
spread  and  produce  the  most  fatal 
consequences,  un'ess  means  are 
adopted  to  deprive  it  of  its  food  by 
carrying  vaccination  through  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community,  at 
slated  periods. 


In  a  future  niiniOer  we  shall  give 
a  history  of  the  course  of  the  vario- 
loid disease  in  our  vicinity. 


Charles  Choate,  JM.D.  and  Benj. 
Lincoln,  M.D.  have  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Boston  Medical  Associa- 
tion. 


A  communication  from  Dr.  Jack- 
son, the  continuation  of  cases  of 
Neuralgia,  and  some  other  papers, 
are  necessarily  postponed. 

'- -^ 

WEEKLY    KEPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  February  15,  at  noon. 

February  8.  Thomas  Kelly,  31  yrg. 

Angelina  Barnard,        32 
Anjjellne  Madigon,         8  mo. 
Martha  N.  Jenkins,     25  yrs. 
Jonathan  B.  Emmons,  57 
Catharine  M.  Hunt,     23 
Submit  Ames,  7 

10.  John  Gammell,  77 
Peter  Guigon,  50 
Mary  West,                  44 

11.  Stillman  G.  Fox,  4  mo. 
James  F.  Tinkham,         7weeki. 
Samuel  G.  Bradlee,      26  yrs. 

13.  George  Shed,  42 

John  Phillips  Jenks,     15  mo. 

24.  Bridget  Walch,  3 

Diseases.  Convulsions,  3 — Consumption, 
2 — Dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — Canker  in  the 
bowels,  1 — Burn,  1— Jaundice,  1 —Typhus 
Fever,  1 — Paralysis,  1 — Old  age,  1 — Hemor-. 
rhage  from  the  stomach,  1 — Lung  Fever,  1 — 
Infantile,  1 — Stillborn,  I — Unknown,  1.  To- 
tal, 17. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

DENARCOTIZED  OPIUM  &  LAUDA- 
NUM, EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  Sec. 
LOWE  &  REED,  44,  Hanover  Street, 
at  the  head  of  Elm  Street,  have  late- 
ly received  a  supply  of  Denarcotized  Opi- 
um and  Laudanum. — Also  on  hand  Euro- 
pean Leeches ;  fresh  Vaccine  Matter, 
taken  by  a  physician  of  this  city  with 
particular  care  :  together  with  a  large 
stock  of  drugs  of  every  kind. 

Lowe  &  Reed,  late  Reed  &  Howard, 
keep  constantly  on  hand,  their  Cure  for 
Jntemperance^  which  has  recently  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  thelPhysicians 
of  this  city, — been  used  by  the  Society  for 
suppressing  Intemperance,  and  adopted  in 
the  House  of  Correction  as  preferable  to 
that  of  Chambers.  Price  !i(,"2.50.  A  libe- 
ral discount  made  to  charitable  Societies. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 
DRUGS,  &c. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAVV  &  CO., 
33,  India  Street,  near  the  head  of 
Central  Wharf,  have  for  sale,  a  very  large 
assortment  of  Surgeons'  Instruments, 
Drugs,  Paints,  Dyestuffs,  V\'indow  Glass, 
&c.,  at  very  low  prices.  Gentlemen  wish- 
ing to  purchase  are  respectfully  invited  to 
call.  Aug.  21.  6mo. 

VACCINE  MATTER. 

THE  subscribers  having  received  fre- 
quent applications  for  vaccine  mat- 
ter, which  they  were  unable  to  supply, 
have  now  made  arrangements  to  keep  a 
■constant  supply  of  it,  taken  from  select 
and  healthy  patients.  They  will  receive 
it  fresh,  daily  ;  and  all  had  of  them  may 
i»e  relied  on. 

SAMUEL  N.  BREWER  k  BROTHERS, 
Druggi.itn. 
At  the  sign  of  The  Good  Samaritan,  90 
and  92,  VVashington  Street.  

MEDICINES  AND    SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS. 

THEODORE  DEXTER  offers  for  sale 
at  his  shop,  56  Hanover  St.,  oppo- 
site Dr.  Beecher's  church,  an  extensive 
assortment  of  Medicines  and  Surgical  In- 
struments of  the  best  quality.— All  pre- 
parations of  Medicines  called  for,  and  all 
prescriptions  will  be  put  up  with  atten- 
tion, punctuality,  and  accuracy. 
Oct.  23. 


SELLERS  &.  ROSE, 

CCTI.F.RS    AND    SCRGICAL  IJVSTRUMEKT 
MAKERS, 

344,    Washington  Si.,  opposite  Avery  St. 

ALL  kinds  of  surgical  instruments  and 
cutlery  are  made,  ground,  repaired, 
polished,  honed,  &c.,  with  the  finest  edge 
for  use.  \ew  penknife  blades  are  fitted 
to  old  handles. 

S.  &  R,  make  the  needles  for  Acupunc- 
ture, of  any  size,  agreeably  to  order. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  &c. 

SAMUEL  N.  BREWER  &  BROl  H- 
ERS  have  just  received  a  large  in- 
voice of  Surgical  Instrumnnls,  which  they 
will  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms  at 
their  Store, — Sign  of  the  Good  Samaritan, 
90  and  92,  Washington  St.,  Avhere  is  also 
for  sale  a  large  assortment  of  Drugs,  Med- 
icines, Chemical  and  Electrical  Apparatus, 
and  other  articles  that  are  usually  kept 
in  Druggists'  stores. 

MEDICINAL  PLANTS. 

A  LARGE  supply  of  Herbs,  Extracts 
&c.  has  been  lately  received,  as  pre- 
pared in  the  best  manner  of  the  Shakers. 
Among  these  are  Rose  Flowers,  Poppy  do. 
Sweet  Marjoram,  Balm,  a  small  quantity 
of  Liverwort,  Slippery  Elm  Bark,  pulveri- 
zed for  internal  and  external  use  ;  Mock- 
erson  Root,  &c.  He.  Constantly  for  sale, 
at  Wholesale  and  Retail  by  Joseph  Kidder, 
70  Court  Street. 


EPHRAIM  L.  ELIOT, 

271,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Winter  St. 

OFFERS  for  sale  a  general  assortment 
of  fresh  Drugs  and  Medicines, 
among  which  are  Calomel,  Tartar  Eme- 
tic, Blue  Pill,  and  Calcined  Magnesia, 
imported  from  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Lon- 
don, expressly  for  physicians'  prescrip- 
tions; as  he  confines  himself  principally  to 
the  retail  business,  very  particular  atten- 
tion is  given  to  the  preparation  of  all 
compound  medicines,  and  no  articles  de- 
livered but  of  the  first  quality.  Physi- 
cians and  families  may  depend  on  the 
most  strict  and  personal  attentiou  to  their 
orders. 

Black  Currant  Wine  of  superior  quali- 
fy, constantly  for  sale. — Also,  Swaim's 
Panacea. 

Medicine  chests  for  ships  and  families, 
put  up  and  replenished  at  short  notice, 
with  directions  suitable  for  their  contents. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
noi  paid  within  the  year. 
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I. 

Case  of  a  cartilaginous  Tumor  in 
the  Trachea^  producing  Dysp- 
noea^ 8f'C. 

By  James  Jackson,  ]\I.D. 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  the 
Hon.  Samuel  Howe,  one  of  the 
Judges  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  a  gentleman  most  highly 
estimated  for  his  moral  and  intel- 
lectual excellence.  His  death 
took  place  recently  at  the  age  of 
42  years,  in  this  city.  He  was 
under  my  care  the  last  sixteen 
days  of  his  life  ;  the  history  of  his 
case  before  that  time  I  derived 
from  a  written  statement  of  his 
own. 

He  was  of  a  feeble  constitu- 
tion, and  from  his  youth  was  sub- 
ject to  frequent  and  severe  turns 
of  sick  head-ache,  accomj)ani(Ml 
vrith  great  costiveness.  From 
the  age  of  twenty-five  till  the  last 
year  he  considered  his  health  as 
rather  improving.  Last  spring  he 
found  himself  more  feeble,  was 
extremely  constipated  in  the  bow- 
els, and  WRs  obliged  to  use  ca- 
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thartics  ;  and  the  piles  then  su- 
pervened, which  annoyed  him 
greatly  for  several  weeks.  His 
flesh  and  strength  were  diminish- 
ed, yet  he  never  slackened  his 
labors  except  for  one  fortnight  in 
July.  He  then  went  to  Saratoga, 
where  he  got  much  recruited. 

It  was  on  his  journey  from  his 
residence  in  Northampton  to  Sar- 
atoga that  his  shortness  of  breath 
was  first  distinctly  noticed;  and  it 
was  then  pointed  out  to  him,  as 
he  was  walking  up  a  hill,  by  a 
fellow  traveller.  He  afterwards 
recollected  some  slight  trouble  in 
this  respect  for  some  length  of 
time  before.  During  the  autumn 
this  difficulty  of  breathing  in- 
creased and  became  quite  ob- 
servable, yet  was  not  troublesome 
except  on  quick  motion,  or  on  ris- 
ing ground  ;  nor  then  was  it  pain- 
ful. About  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, when  ablent  from  home, 
after  exposure  to  cold  in  the  even- 
ing, the  dyspnoea  disturbed  hi« 
sleep  for  the  first  time.  About 
a  week  afterwards  he  had  a  slight 
hemoptysis,  and  on  the  Inst  day  of 
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November  a  second  similar  dis- 
charge, more  copious;  but  at  nei- 
ther time  had  he  any  constitution- 
al disturbance;  so  that  he  pursued 
his  business,  just  as  usual.  The 
month  of  December  he  spent  at 
Worcester  in  holding  a  court. 
His  labors  there  were  constant, 
though  not  unusually  severe.  He 
was  moderate  in  diet,  attended  to 
get  proper  exercise,  and  thought 
his  health  improving.  On  the 
26th  of  December,  however,  he 
spit  blood  again.  On  the  evening 
of  the  27th  he  found  his  breathing 
more  laborious  than  usual.  He 
went  to  bed  at  his  usual  hour,  and 
soon  felt  easy.  But  just  as  he 
was  falling  asleep  he  was  "  roused 
by  a  sensation  like  that  which  is 
experienced  from  taking  a  drop 
of  water  into  the  lungs."  He 
coughed  and  raised  blood.  His 
dyspnoea  increased,  and  he  found 
he  could-  not  keep  in  the  supine 
posture  ;  but  he  was  relieved  ve- 
ry soon  on  sitting  up,  though  he 
continued  to  raise  blood  a  little 
through  the  night,  and  in  the  af- 
ternoon following  more  copiously. 
He  bad  no  fever  and  not  much 
cough  at  this  time.  On  the  2d 
of  January  he  left  Worcester  and 
arrived  here  on  the  following  day 
without  any  material  fatigue.  On 
the  4th  I  saw  him  and  noticed  the 
following  symptoms. 

His  countenance,  naturally  sal- 
low, was  more  so  than  usual.  He 
was  rather  thin,  but  not  greatly 
emaciated.  He  had  constant  dysp- 
noea, but  it  was  not  great  except 
when  he  spoke.  Then  it  was  im- 
mediately aggravated,  and  caused 
his  manner  to  be  rather  hurried 
and  his  voice  to  want  firmness. 
As  he  finished  speaking  he  drew 
in  his  breath  in  a  manner  some- 
what peculiar,  slightly  resembling 
that  of  patients  in  hooping  cough, 


at  the  end  of  a  paroxysm.  There 
was  a  slight  wheezing  in  his  res- 
piration. He  had  not  pain  nor 
difficulty  in  inspiration,  but  could 
not  get  air  enough.  Since  his  at- 
tack at  Worcester  he  had  not  as- 
sumed the  horizontal  position,  and 
had  not  tried  active  exercise.  He 
rarely  coughed,  and  had  expecto- 
rated only  frothy  mucus  for  some 
days,  except  a  very  little  blood 
that  morning,  (the  4th);  but  when 
he  did  cough  the  dyspnoea  was 
much  aggravated.  The  thorax 
continued  to  be  free  from  pain 
and  soreness.  The  dyspnoea  was 
sometimes  accompanied  by  palpi- 
tation, but  this  was  not  urgent, 
and  he  had  not  any  sense  of  weight 
nor  of  anxiety  about  the  prascor- 
dia.  His  pulse  was  natural,  and 
the  functions  of  the  alimentary 
canal  were  nearly  or  quite  as 
healthy  as  usual. 

On  the  Monday  following,  (Jan. 
6th)  I  found  his  dyspnoea  much  in- 
creased. It  had  become  so  dur- 
ing the  preceding  night.  He  had 
all  the  appearance  of  a  fit  of  asth- 
ma, except  that  the  wheezing 
was  slight  in  proportion  to  the 
dyspnoea.  His  countenance  was 
altered.  It  was  more  sallow,  and 
such  as  attends  a  sick  head-ache; 
but  he  had  not  any  pain  in  the 
head,  nor  elsewhere.  He  was 
not  hot,  nor  was  his  pulse  much 
accelerated.  From  this  time  he 
was  never  free  from  dyspnoea  un- 
til the  moment  of  his  death,  on 
the  19th.  This  symptom  was 
distressing  all  the  time,  but  was 
not  at  any  moment  so  extreme  as 
it  often  is  in  asthma.  His  cough 
increased,  and  twice  or  thrice  in 
a  day  was  urgent,  distressing  him 
by  aggravating  the  dyspnoea.  His 
expectoration  was  thin  and  some- 
what frothy,  until  the  last  day  of 
his   life  ;   when  he  suddenly   dis- 
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charged,  with  very  little  effort,  a 
quantity  of  pus,  estimated  at  a 
gill.  His  principal  suffering  was 
from  the  fatigue  of  breathing  ;  and 
the  last  week  he  referred  to  the 
praecordia  as  the  seat  and  centre 
of  distress  or  uneasiness,  from 
this  cause. 

As  his  disease  progressed  from 
the  6th,  his  pulse  got  more  fre- 
quent, and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
second  week  had  become  hard 
and  inflammatory.  He  also  had 
more  heat  on  the  skin,  especially 
in  the  afternoon,  with  dryness  for 
the  most  part  ;  but  except  once 
or  twice  I  never  saw  his  cheeks 
flushed.  He  had  not  chills  at  any 
time.  His  muscular  strength  was 
very  little  reduced  at  first,  and 
he  continued  to  put  on  his  clothes 
and  to  sit  up  most  of  the  day  until 
the  18th.  He  was  restrained 
from  speaking  by  the  knowledge 
that  the  dyspnoea  would  be  aggra- 
vated by  it.  On  the  18th  he  be- 
gan to  be  comatose,  but  when 
awake  he  possessed  his  mind  per- 
fectly, with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, until  within  an  hour  or  two 
of  his  dissolution.  Within  the 
last  six  hours  of  this  event  he 
talked  an  hour  or  more  in  regard 
to  his  affairs,  his  family  and  his 
friends  ;  expressing  a  calm  and 
entire  submission  to  the  divine 
will;  manifesting  the  firmness  and 
purity  of  mind  and  the  sanctity  of 
principle,  which  had  always  dis- 
tinguished him. 

The  origin  of  the  leading  symp- 
tom in  the  disease  of  this  excel- 
lent man,  the  dyspnoea,  was  not 
obvious ;  and  I  therefore  solicited 
and  obtained  leave  to  examine  the 
body.  This  was  done  on  the  20th, 
in  presence  of  Drs.  Channing  and 
Bigelow. 

In  the  thorax    there  was  found 


a  little  serous  fluid  on  both  sides. 
The  right  lung,  in  situ^  was  found 
oedematous  in  all  except  the  low- 
er edge.  This  was  inflamed  to  a 
small  extent  in  front;  but  on  turn- 
ing up  the  lung,  the  lower  and 
posterior  part  was  found  much 
more  inflamed.  The  pleura  over 
th«  inflamed  parts  was  red  and 
had  a  slight  covering  of  lymph. 
The  lung  itself  was  hard,  and  on 
cutting  into  it  was  found  in  a  state 
of  suppuration.  The  pus  was  not 
in  one  large  cavity,  but,  as  in  a 
honey-comb  abscess,  was  in  small 
separate  cavities,  or  little  cells. 

On  the  left  side  the  lungs  were 
much  more  diseased.  Here  also 
the  upper  and  front  parts  were 
the  most  healthy  ;  but  the  largest 
portion  of  the  left  lobe  was  in  the 
same  state  as  the  lower  and  pos- 
terior part  of  the  right.  The 
pleura  at  the  lowest  part  was  al- 
most livid,  that  opposite  to  and 
that  covering  the  diaphragm  es- 
pecially ;  and  these  parts  were 
covered  with  a  thicker  coat  of 
coagulable  lymph  than  the  others. 
In  the  left  lobe  there  were  also 
two  small  cavities,  the  largest  not 
sufficient  to  hold  half  an  ounce, 
containing  pus.  In  the  inflamed 
parts  generally  the  pus  was  in 
small  cells  as  on  the  right  side. 

On  examining  the  trachea  there 
was  discovered,  unexpectedly, 
what  must  be  regarded  as  the 
prime  cause  of  the  disease.  This 
was  a  cartilaginous  tumor  in  the 
passage  of  this  organ.  This  tu- 
mor was  seated  between  one  and 
two  inches  below  the  larynx.  It 
was  a  preternatural  growth  of, 
and  from,  three  of  the  cartilagi- 
nous rings  of  the  trachea.  These 
rings  were  thickened  at  their  right 
side  in  every  direction,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  nearly  an  inch,  measured 
on  their  circumference;  and  here 
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they  were  quite  united  into  one 
mass.  Projecting  from  them  into 
the  cavity  of  the  trachea  ivas  a 
mass  of  cartilage,  which  occupied 
about  one  half  of  the  passage. 
This  mass  admitted  of  some  mo- 
tion. 

On  inquiry  of  the  immediate 
friends  of  the  deceased  since  the 
examination,  I  do  not  find  that  any 
one  recollects  his  having  ever 
meniioned  any  uneasiness  at  or 
about  the  part  thus  altered  in  its 
structure.  Since  writing  the 
above,  however,  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  some  of  his  pupils  had 
noticed  in  him  a  habit  of  putting  his 
hand  to  his  throat,  as  if  he  had 
some  uneasiness  there. 

The  heart  was  natural  in  size 
and  appearance. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  a  sin- 
gular arrangement  of  the  colon 
was  noticed.  A  portion  of  this 
intestine  was  found  lying  between 
the  diaphragm  and  left  lobe  of  the 
liver.  This  portion  passed  up- 
ward, or  rather  backward,  and 
then  turned  at  an  acute  angle  to 
pass  down  on  the  left  side  ;  so 
that  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  in 
its  anterior  portion,  laid  between 
this  intestine  and  the  stomach. 
The  liver  was  rather  large  and 
firm,  but  not  hard  ;  and  was  very 
full  of  bile,  so  as  to  have  on  its 
surface  and  in  its  substance  a  very 
yellow  color.  The  gall-bladder 
contained  two  small  calculi. 

On  this  rare  case  the  following 
reflections  present  themselves. 
First,  that  dyspnoea,  the  same  in 
character,  may  arise  from  a  va- 
riety of  causes.  Second,  that 
any  cause,  preventing  the  perfect 
performance  of  the  function  of 
respiration,  may  give  rise  to  in- 
flammation in  the  lungs.  Third, 
that  inflammation  of  both  the 
pleura   and  lungs  may  exist  and 


proceed  to  suppuration,  without 
giving  rise  to  pain. 

Boston,  Feb.  15,  1828. 


II. 

Account  of  a  very  remarkable  solid, 
bonyi  Tamor^  formed  in  the  cavi- 
ty of  the  Abdomen.  Communi' 
cated  in  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Brad- 
street  to  Dr.  Warren. 

Newburypori. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

By  Mr. I  send  you  a  sub- 
stance, in  shape  strikingly  resem- 
bling the  brain  and  beginning  of 
the  spinal  cord,  with  its  usual  en- 
velopes, the  dura  and  pia  mater, 
the  structure  of  which  appears  to 
be  bone.      It  was  taken  from  the 

body  of  a  maiden  lady.  Miss , 

who  died  the  first  of  December, 
aged  about  73  years.  For  ten 
years  or  more  she  had  been  trou- 
bled with  slow  bowels,  constipa- 
tion, and  sometimes  colic.  In  the 
summer  of  1822  she  was  aSlicted 
with  jaundice  severely,  but  at 
length  recovered  very  well.  At 
that  time,  however,  the  exist- 
ence of  a  tumor  in  the  abdomen 
was  first  made  known  to  her 
friends.  We  could  obtain  no  sat- 
isfactory account  of  how"  long 
it  had  been  there.  I  considered 
it  to  be  a  diseased  ovarium.  Dur- 
ing her  last  sickness,  (which  seem- 
ed more  like  the  failure  of  life 
from  old  age  than  any  s|)ecial  dis- 
ease, although  a  catarrhal  afl'ec- 
tion  manifestly  commenced  the  in- 
disposition,) she  complained  much 
of  her  back,  and  it  was  wilh  con- 
siderable trouble,  for  some  part 
of  the  time,  that  she  was  taken 
up  and  returned  into  bed.  Pres- 
sure of  the  hand  upon  the  tumor 
gave  considerable  pain. 

Believing  the   tumor  to  have 
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been  some  common  enlargement 
of  the  ovarium,  and  presuming  it 
to  have  contributed  to  her  disso- 
lution, I  obtained  leave  to  exam- 
ine the  dead  body.  Not  aware  of 
any  thing  remarkable,  I  under- 
took the  business  alone. 

On  account  of  resemblance  to 
the  human  brain,  I  shall,  in  de- 
scribing the  position  and  connex- 
ions of  the  excrescence,  speak 
of  its  different  parts  according  to 
the  name  of  corresponding  parts. 

The  abdomen  laid  open,  the 
vertex  appeared  naked  as  it  now 
does,  unconnected  with  the  walls 
of  the  abdomen,  or  any  other 
part,  for  a  space  nearly  as  large 
as  the  palm  of  the  hand.  Thence, 
anteriorly,  it  was  covered  by  the 
omentum,  which  was  at  least  half 
an  inch  thick,  and  of  healthy  ap- 
pearance. Along  the  course  of 
the  coronal  suture,  to  the  projec- 
tion of  the  frontal  and  to  the  pa- 
rietal portions  throughout,  very 
firm  adhesions  existed  between 
the  excrescence  and  omentum. 
Its  position  was  in  the  left  side 
chiefly.  The  protuberance,  cor- 
responding to  the  beginning  of  the 
spinal  cord,  lay  in  the  pelvis, 
resting  the  basilar  part  on  the 
projection  of  the  sacrum.  On 
the  right  side,  the  usual  cavity 
in  the  pelvis  was  free.  Across 
the  occipital  portion  passed  one 
transverse  fold  of  the  ileum, slight- 
ly adhering.  Across  the  frontal 
portion  ran  two  folds  of  the  intes- 
tine, adhering  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. On  the  left  side,  were  very 
strong  adhesions  of  the  excres- 
cence to  the  ligamentum  latum, 
and  to  the  fundus  of  the  bladder. 
By  attempting  to  separate  these 
adhesions  without  the  knife,  a 
portion  of  membrane  belonging  to 
the  spinal  process  was  torn  up,  as 
jou  may  now  see  it.     The  knife, 


however,  was  indispensable  in 
dissecting  away  the  omentum 
throughout,  and  in  separating  some 
of  its  pelvic  adhesions. 

The  urinary  bladder  was  sound, 
containing  about  a  pint  of  urine. 
The  uterus  was  very  small,  thin 
and  flaccid.  I  felt  satisfied  that  a 
small  shrunk  substance  found  in 
the  right  side  was  the  right  ova- 
rium ;  but  in  the  left  I  could  find 
nothing  answering  to  the  corres- 
ponding ovarium. 

The  family  in  which  she  resid- 
ed think  the  tumor  had  considera- 
bly enlarged  since  they  noticed  it 
at  the  first,  but  a  considerable 
loss  of  flesh  in  the  subject  n)ight 
cause  error  in  this  estimation.  I 
was  not  satisfied  that  the  bulk  of 
the  tumor  had  sustained  much 
augmentation  from  the  lime  I  first 
examined  it. 

There  was  no  appearance  of 
inflammation  in  any  part  of  the 
abdomen  ;  nothing  whatever  that 
ujight  warrant  the  idea  of  mis- 
chief there,  to  occasion  death  to 
the  patient.  In  the  liver  were 
several  prominent,  whitish  and 
warty  tubeicles,  manifestly  un- 
derneath the  peritoneal  covering, 
from  the  size  of  a  filbert  to  that 
of  an  English  walnut,  but  soft ; 
and  I  think  these  diseased  pro- 
ductions altogether  difl'erent  from 
the  substance  presented  you.  In 
the  gall  bladder  were  two  large 
oval  biliary  concretions,  one  of 
which  was  very  firmly  impacted 
in  its  neck,  and,  perhaps,  into  the 
first  portions  of  the  ductus  chole- 
dochus.  These  masses  were  of 
the  consistence  and  color,  through- 
out, of  old  gingerbread  well  soak- 
ed in  water.  The  vesicula  fellis 
was  turgid  with  thick  inspissated 
bile.  In  the  course  of  sickness, 
however,  there  was  no  apparent 
want   of  bile  in  the  alvine   dis- 
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charges  ;  on  the  contrary,  these 
evacuations,  for  much  of  the  time, 
were  like  those  in  ordinary  health. 
No  tinge  on  the  skin,  nor  eyes, 
evinced  stoppage  of  bile  in  the 
bowels,  or  jaundice. 

I  am  told  you  have  nothing  of 
the  kind  in  your  collections  of 
morbid  anatomy  ;  consequently,  I 
have  thought  this  diseased  pro- 
duction might  be  acceptable,  if 
not  useful  to  you.  I  have  felt 
some  disposition  to  saw  it  open 
and  see  its  interior  structure,  but 
have  concluded  it  better  to  send 
it  entire  for  your  examination, 
and  such  disposal  of  it  as  you  may 
choose.  With  me  it  is  matter  of 
conjecture  whether  it  belong  to 
the  ovary  or  omentum.  I  find  no 
account  of  any  thing  of  similar 
shape  to  have  been  detected  in 
either.* 

Your  friend  and  very  obedient 
servant, 

Nath.  Bradstreet. 


III. 

ANALYSIS    OF  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
JOURNALS. 

We  propose  to  give  some  account 
of  the  articles  contained  in  the  Ame- 
rican Journal  of  Medical  Sciences, 
and  such  other  periodicals  as  merit 
attention. 

ABSTRACT    OF  ARTICLES  FROM  AMERI- 
CAN JOURNAL,  &C. 

Art.  I. — Inquiries  into  the  healthy 
and  diseased  Jlppearances  of  the 
Mucous  Membrane  of  the  Sto- 
mach and  Intestines.  By  W.  E. 
Horner,  M.D.  Adjunct  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania. 
In  this  paper,  Dr.  Horner  gives 
US  the  detail  of  a  series  of  expe- 

*  This  extraordinary  tumor  is  now  in 
tb«.  collection  of  the  Medical  Collets.     It 


riments  and  examinations,  by 
which  he  proposes  to  ascertain, 
1st.  ''  What  is  the  healthy  con- 
dition and  appearance  of  the  gas- 
tro-intestinal  mucous  membrane  ? 
2d.  What  is  its  appearance  in 
congestion  from  the  agonies  of 
dying?  3d.  What  is  its  appear- 
ance in  genuine  red  inflamma^ 
tion  ?"* 

1.  In  animals  bled  to  death, 
he  found  the  stomach,  when  emp- 
ty, and  the  intes>tines  "  of  a  yel- 
lowish pearl  color,"  presenting 
upon  their  mucous  coat  and  at  a 
short  distance,  "  the  lightest  pos- 
sible tint  of  pink ;  few  or  no 
marks  of  blood  existing  even  in 
the  large  vessels  under  the  peri- 
toneal coat."  In  death  from 
puncture  of  the  medulla  spinalis, 
and  with  a  full  stomach,  the  mu- 
cous coat  of  the  stomach  retained 
upon  its  surface,  "  where  the 
food  was  in  contact  with  it,  a  light 
lake,  approaching  vermilion,  from 
the  retention  of  blood  in  its  capil- 
lary system." 

"  From  the  great  number  of 
bloodvessels  distributed  through 
mucous  membranes,  they  are, 
during  life,  of  a  very  bright  red 
color,  in  many  of  these  viscera, 
as  the  stomach,  the  small  intes- 
tines, the  lower  end  of  the  large, 
or  the  vagina  and  nose  ;  in  many 
other  parts  they  are  much  less 
vascular,  as  in  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  sinuses  of  the  nose, 
in  the  bladder,  and  in  the  secre- 
tory ducts  generally.     The  nostril 

is  about  the  fhc  of  the  head  of  a  new- 
born child,  of  the  aspect  and  consistence  of 
bone, and  appears  to  be  solid.  It  undoubt- 
edly had  its  origin  in  the  ovariuiii. — Ed. 
*  By  Congestion,  Dr.  U.  wishes  to  be 
understood,  "  an  accumulation  of  red 
blood  in  any  part  of  the  body,  without  ir- 
ritation or  mechanical  violence  ;  and,  by 
Red  Inflammaiion,  the  accumulation  of 
red  blood,  which  follows  local  irritation." 
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and  the  vagina,  in  a  robust  healthy 
person,  will  probably  be  found  to 
represent  correctly  the  shade  of 
color,  which,  in  life,  naturally  be- 
longs to  the  gastro-intestinal  mu- 
cous coat." 

2.     Color  of  Mucous  Membranes 
from  Congestion. 

"  The  congestion  of  red  blood 
in  any  part  of  the  body,  is    com- 
monly produced  by  an  obstruction 
of  one  or  more  of  the  large  venous 
trunks  which  return    the  blood  to 
the  heart."     By  obstructing  the 
general  circulation,  a   congestion 
of  the   whole    venous    system   is 
produced;  there  is  then  a  general 
lividity   of  the  whole  surface  of 
the  body  and  of  the  raucous  mem- 
branes ;    the  parts    appear  tume- 
fied, and  we  perceive  purplish  or 
red    blotches   in   various   places. 
In  common  cases,  the  organ  of  the 
body  which  has    been  the  seat  of 
congestion  is  quickly   restored  to 
its  usual   functions,   and  the   dis- 
turbance which  they   have  expe- 
rienced, soon  disappears.    But,  if 
the     congestion     continues      any 
length  of  time,  the  part  inflames 
and  mortifies.     Dr.  H.  concludes 
the   consid   .ation  of  this  part  of 
his  subject,  by  recapitulating  the 
amount  of  his  conclusions.      "  1st. 
That   congestion  is   not  an  active 
condition    of   the    part    affected. 
When    active,    it   constitutes    in- 
flammation.    2d.    That   congest- 
ion, most  frerpiently,  is  the  result 
of  mechanical  impediment  to  the 
venous  circulation.     3d.  That  the 
othijr    cases   in  which  it  occurs, 
are,  where  there  is  a  wawt  of  re- 
ciprocal  sympathy   between    the 
blood  and  the  bloodvessels  of  the 
capillary  system,  in  consequence 
of  which,  the    latter  refuses   the 
passage  to  the  red  blood." 


3.      Of  the   red    Inflammation   of 
Mucous  Membranes. 

Red  inflammation  differs  from 
congestion  in  the  latter  causing 
an  accumulation  of  blood  in  all 
the  capillaries  of  the  part  affect- 
ed ;  whereas  inflammation  is  for 
the  most  part  confined  to  a  single 
texture.  Inflammation  is  pro~ 
duced  by  an  increase  of  irritabili- 
ty in  a  part,  and  is  chiefly  confined 
to  the  capillary  system.  The 
blood  is  moved  in  the  capillaries 
by  their  peculiar  tone,  and  not 
entirely  by  the  action  of  the 
heart.  As  this  tone  may  be  al- 
tered by  many  causes,  the  rapidi- 
ty of  the  circulation  may  be  in- 
creased or  diminished,  and  the 
course  of  the  blood  may  be  alter- 
ed and  inclined  toward  those 
places  where  it  is  called  by  ir- 
ritation. But  according  as  the 
vital  forces  are  increased  in  one 
part,  they  will  be  diminished  in 
another  ;  and  hence  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  general  bleeding  in  lo- 
cal inflammation. 

In  acute  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach, 
when  the  patient  dies  early  in  the 
disease,  the  bloodvessels  of  the 
stomach  are  enlarged  and  distend- 
ed. The  membrane  is  covered 
with  a  coat  of  mucus,  sometimes 
limpid,  but  at  others,  thick  and 
purulent.  When  this  coat  is  re- 
moved, the  mucous  membrane 
appears,  in  a  greater  part  of  its 
extent,  of  a  deep  red,  sometimes 
approaching  a  crimson  red,  and 
sometimes  a  purple  or  black. 
These  colors  are  produced  by  the 
injection  of  the  capillaries,  and 
besides  these,  we  find  the  inflam- 
ed part  of  the  stomach  inter- 
spersed with  bands  and  patches 
of  red,  of  the  color  of  coagulated 
blood. 
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"In  some  cases  of  acute  in-  "When,  therefore,  an  acute  in- 
flammation, where  the  symptoms  flammation  of  the  stomach  has  ex- 
have  been  those  of  army  dysen-  isted  for  some  days,  though  it  ter- 
tery,  or  of  typhus  fever,"  the  miiiates  in  death,  no  very  great 
stomach  and  bowels  are  found  redness  of  the  internal  membrane 
thicker  than  usual,  and  of  a  yel-  may  be  manifest,  and  consequent- 
lowish  brown  or  red  color  on  their  ly  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the 
peritoneal  surface,  and  in  their  state  of  irritation  of  an  organ  dur- 
thickness.  ing  life,  solely  by   the  quantity  of 

"  When  chronic  inflammation  blood  left  in  it  after  death.  Dy- 
occurs  in  the  mucous  coat  of  ihe  ing  seems  to  have  the  effect  of 
stomach,  this  membrane  is  found  concentrating  more  and  more  to- 
thrown  into  numerous  folds,  ward  the  heart,  the  vital  powers 
Sometimes  it  is  thickened,  of  a  and  the  fluids,  or  in  other  words, 
denser  texture  than  natural,  and  withdrawing  them  from  the  cir- 
reddish,  with  irregular  white  cumference  to  the  centre  ;  in  the 
patches.  On  other  occasions,  same  way  that  a  prudent  general, 
the  whole  of  it  is  red  with  purple  on  finding  his  outposts  too  much 
spots,  as  in  acute  gastritis;  some-  extended  for  the  size  of  his  army, 
times  the  whole  of  it  is  of  a  pur-  will  contract  them  more  and 
pie,  approaching  to  a  claret  color,  more,  as  his  force  diminishes  by 
When  the  disease  has  been  caused  battle  or  disease." 
by  poisons  of  a  force  insufficient  In  corroboration  of  an  opinion 
to  produce  immediate  death,  expressed  by  Dr.  Physick,  that 
small  ulcers  are  found  near  the  the  highest  degrees  of  irritation 
pylorus,  and  along  the  greater  were  attended  neither  wilh  pain 
curvature  of  the  stomach."  nor  vomiting.     Dr.    H.   gives  an 

'"•  The  red  blotches  which  form  instance  of  sudden  death  after  an 

the  leading   anatomical  character  apparently  slight  indisposition,  and 

in  acute  mucous  inflammation  may  without   pain  ;  in  which   the  ap- 

readily  be  produced   by  chemical  pearances    were   such  as   to  lead 

irritants."     In  illustration  of  this,  hjm  to  the  opinion,  that  the  disease 

Dr.  H.  gives  us  the  detail  of  an  was  an  exasperated   inflammation 

experiment    performed    upon    a  of  the  stomach, 

rabbit   in   which   the   result   was  Redness  is  not  invariably  found, 

produced.     In  the  case  of  a  black  in  those  exalted  irritations  of  the 

woman  who  died  in  pretnature  la-  stomach    which    produce    imme- 

bor,  brought   on  by  a  cold  taken  diate    death.     In   the    case   of  a 

from  exposure   to  wet  four  days  child  that  died  suddenly  in  a  spasm 

before,  "  the  sto.mach  presented  after    a  hearty   draught  of  cow's 

a  degree  of  inflammation  over  its  milk,  "the    mucous   coat   of  the 

whole  mucous  coat,  not  often  sur-  stomach  was  not  vascular,  but  of 

passed^    even    in   yellow    fever,  a  pearl  color."    In  a  similar  case, 

Some  inches  square  of  its  middle  the    mucous  membrane  was  of  a 

were  almost  inastate  of  sphacela-  light  pink.     The  stomach   in  this 

tion  from  the  congestion  and  extra-  respect  coincides  with  the  skin  in 

vasation  of  red  blood.    Small  clots  measles,  erysipelas,  etc.  in  which 

of  black  blood  were  found  among  the  redness  frequently  disa'ppears 

the  contents  of  the  stomach,  but  after  death.    Our  author  supposes 

there  was  no  black  vomit"  that  during  the  process  of  death 
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the  vitality  of  the  inflamed  parts 
IB  so  much  diminished  that  they 
are  no  longer  capable  of  attract- 
ing towards  them  an  undue  quan- 
tity of  blood. 

When  an  acute  inflammation  of 
the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  mem- 
brane does  not  kill  in  its  early 
stages,  "  the  stomach  and  bowels 
generally  assume  a  dirty  yellow 
or  liquorice  color,  the  stomach 
presents  internally  small  blotches 
of  red  at  intervals,  and  frequently 
there  are  found  small  filaments  of 
coagulated  blood  adhering  to  the 
mucous  coat  of  the  stomach,  seem- 
ingly at  the  orifice  of  the  vessels 
from  which  they  were  discharged. 
The  veins  of  the  bowels  are  ei- 
ther partially  or  generally  filled 
Avith  blood.  The  intestinal  mu- 
cus is  abundant,  adheres  closely 
and  is  tinged  yellow  by  the  bile. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach  is  easily  peeled  or  scrap- 
ed off  by  the  finger  nail.  The 
brain  in  ihis  state  most  frequently 
■exhibits  marks  of  congestion, 
with  some  inflammation  of  its  me- 
ninges. The  eyes  and  skin  are 
yellow.  In  the  skin  there  are 
apt  to  be  left  blotches  of  red 
blood  resembling  purpura." 

In  cases  of  death  by  yellow  fe- 
ver, the  stomach  was  found  to 
contain  a  quantity  of  black  vomit, 
and  the  mucous  coat  was  exten- 
sively ecchymosed.  In  one  case 
the  ecchymosis  did  not  appear, 
but  there  was  merely  a  minute 
arborescence  of  the  veins.  In 
cases  of  gastritis,  the  mucous  coat 
jiresented  large  patches  of  ecchy- 
mosed blood. 

In  what  has  been  said,  it  has 
been  a  principal  object  to  point 
out  the  diff'erence  between  the 
appearances  arising  from  inflam- 
mation, during  life,  and  ihose  pro- 
duced by  obstructed  circulation 


during  the  agonies  of  death  ;  and 
to  establish  the  fact  of  gastric  in- 
flammation, in  most  of  those  cases 
where  the  redness  is  observed. 
In  simple  congestion,  the  redness 
is  uniformly  diffused;  in  inflamma- 
tion, it  is  in  blotches,  sometimes 
in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
cardiac  extremity  of  the  stomach, 
sometimes  in  the  pyloric  extremi- 
ty. These  blotches  could  never 
be  produced  by  obstruction,  dur- 
ing the  agonies  of  death. 

Art.  II. — On  the  Functions  of 
the  Capsulce  Renales.  By 
John  Redman  Coxe,  M.D. 
&c. 

Dr.  C.  is  of  opinion  that  the  func- 
tion, formerly  suggested  by  Moli- 
retti  and  Charles  Bell,  to  belong 
to  these  organs,  is  their  true  onej 
viz.  that  they  serve  as  diverticu- 
la for  the  blood  from  the  kidneys, 
in  the  Icctal  state  ;  and  that  after 
birth,  as  there  is  no  further  occa- 
sion for  their  office,  the  flow  of 
blood  to  them  is  impeded  by  the 
descent  of  the  diaphragm  in  res- 
piration. 

In  many  of  the  remarkable 
cases  of  long  continued  supj)res- 
sion  of  mine  which  are  upon  re- 
cord, in  which  the  pain  and  incon- 
venience to  the  patient  have  been 
slight,  Dr.  C.  thinks  the  function 
of  the  capsules  has  been  restored 
to  them.  He  proposes  that  the 
name  of  diverticula  urince  should 
be  substituted  in  place  of  those 
which  have  hitherto  been  given 
to  these  organs. 

Art.  III.  —  Case  of  Paruria  Erra- 
tica,  or  Uroplania.  By  Salmon 
A.  Arnold,  M.D.  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

This  was  the  case  of  a  female, 
who  was  afflicted  with  prolapsus 
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uteri,  and  consequent  suppression 
of  urine,  wliich  continued  over 
two  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time,  this  fluid  found  an  outlet  by 
the  right  ear,  and  shortly  after, 
at  successive  periods,  by  the  left 
ear,  the  left  eye,  the  mammae, 
and  the  umbilicus.  This  great 
disturbance  in  the  system  contin- 
ued to  increase  for  six  months, 
during  which  j>eriod,  all  '.rho  saw 
her,  believed  it  impossible  for  her 
to  survive  from  day  to  day.  After 
this,  however,  she  began  gradu- 
ally to  amend.  All  the  fluids  dis- 
charged were  analyzed,  and  found 
to  contain  urea. 


IV. 

HOSPITAL      REPORT. 
CAROTID  ANEURISM. 

As  this  is  an  operation  of  the  great- 
est importance,  yet  one  which  every 
surgeon  shoidd  be  prepared  to  exe- 
cute, it  has  been  thought  best  to  in- 
sert the  detail  of  preparations  which 
should  precede  such  an  operation. 

1.  Preparatory  Dissection. 

The  subject  thin,  emaciated.  The 
head  being  turned  to  the  left  side 
and  inclincci  backwards,  an  incision 
was  made  on  the  right  side  from  op- 
posite the  thyroid  cartilage  to  the 
clavicle,  over  the  sternal  bead  of  the 
mastoid  muscle.  Dissecting  through 
the  platysma,  the  mastoid  muscle 
a{)peared,  which  being  sufficiently 
exposed  to  discover  its  edge,  was 
drawn  outwards.  By  a  farther  dis- 
section, the  omo-hyoideus  muscle 
was  seen,  and  presently  the  white 
line  between  this  and  the  sterno- 
hyoideus,  nearly  opposite  tlie  cricoid 
cartilage  of  the  larynx.  On  carrying 
the  dissection  through  the  fascia 
covering  ibis  line,  appeared  the 
she-JtU  of  the  artery  and  vein.  The 
vent  '.\  -s  uncovered  under  the  mas- 
toid muscle.     The  par  vagum  nerve 


was  readily  seen,  and  just  below, 
veins  crossing  the  direction  of  the 
wound.  The  covering  of  the  artery 
being  raised  and  dissected,  was  open- 
ed by  the  point  of  a  director  to  a 
sufficient  extent,  and  the  aneurism 
needle  passed  without  much  ob- 
struction. 

At  the  lower  part  of  the  neck  an 
incision  was  carried  down  directly 
over  the  sternal  head  of  the  mastoid. 
This  being  exposed  and  raised,  was 
pushed  outwards  ;  then  a  fascia  and 
cellular  membrane  dissected  to  the 
sheath  of  the  vessels,  which  being 
opened  externally,  exposed  the  jugu- 
lar vein.  The  nerve  descendens 
noni  appeared  on  the  surface  of  this 
cellular  substance.  Then  descend- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  sterno-hyoideus 
muscle,  and  avoiding  certain  veins, 
the  sheath  of  the  artery  was  disco- 
vered. This  was  opened  as  before. 
Under  the  artery,  between  it  and  the 
trachea,  the  inferior  thyroid  artery, 
running  from  without  inwards,  was 
seen  very  large.  The  recurrent 
nerve  appeared  a  little  below,  and 
behind  the  artery  the  great  sympa- 
thetic nerve. 

On  the  left  side  the  artery  lay 
deeper  at  its  lowest  part.  The  jugu- 
lar vein  more  external  and  super- 
ficial, 

2.  Directions  fur  doing  the  Opera- 
tioti  and  making  the  requisite  Pre- 
parations. 

The  patient  being  seated  on  a  chair 
of  moderate  height,  the  head  inclined 
backwards,  and  a  little  to  the  side  op- 
posite the  disease,  an  incision  is  then 
to  be  made  from  the  lower  edge  of 
the  tumor,  at  the  fore  part  of  the 
mastoid  muscle,  and  carried  nearly 
strait  downwards  to  the  clavicle,  ter- 
minating over  the  sternal  head  of 
the  mastoid  muscle,  about  an  inch 
from  its  anterior  edge.  Dissect 
through  the  platysma,  and  expose 
the  anterior  edge  of  the  mastoid, 
which  must  be  uncovered  the  length 
of  the  wound.  The  skin  and  mus- 
cle are  now  to   be  drawn  aside  with 
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blunt  hooks  ;  and  at  the  upper  part 
of  the  wound   search  for  the  omo- 
hyoideus  muscle  above,  and  the  ster- 
no-hyoideus  on  the  inside.     Observe 
the    space   between  the  two,  consti- 
tuted   by   a  white   line    of    cellular 
membrane.       Note   that   these  mus- 
cles are  covered   b}'  the  inner  fascia 
of  the  neck.     Having  discovered  this 
space,  open  it  with  a  due  attention  to 
the   veins   which    cross    near  it,  and 
observe  the  situation  and  direction  of 
the    nerve   descendens  noni.      Hav- 
ing proceeded  thus  far,  the  two  sides 
of  the  wound  should  be  separated  by 
a  spatula,  or  the  handle  of  a   large 
spoon.      Look   now  to    the   trachea 
and   larynx  on  the   inner   edge,  and 
the  mastoid  muscle  at  the  outer  edge, 
and  under  the  latter;    perhaps   a  lit- 
tle forward    of    it   will  be  perceived 
the    internal  jugular   vein.      This  is 
to  be  carefully  drawn  outwards  with 
the  spatula,  and  now  you  may  look 
for  the  artery  at  the   inner  edge  of 
the  wound,  quite   near  the   trachea. 
When  you  come  to    raise  it   a  little 
by  taking  hold   of  the  cellular  mem- 
brane with  the  forceps,  you  will    be 
able  to   ascertain  whether  the  nerve 
js  before  you.     Recollect  it  is  on  the 
outside,   and  rather  more  supeificial 
than  the  artery.  With  a  sharp  point- 
ed knife   dissect  the  sheath  from  the 
face  of  the   artery,  and    when  you 
can  see  the  vessel  take  the  silver  di- 
rector, and    having   the   face  of  the 
artery  fully    exposed    by    dissecting 
laterally  with  the   knife  and  forceps, 
introduce  the  point   of   the  director 
into  the  aperture  thus  made,  and  en- 
large it  to  about  half  an  inch  upwards 
and  downwards.       In   doing   this  be 
sure  that  the  artery  is    well   exposed 
before   you  take  the   director  ;    and 
when  you  operate  with   the  director 
get  the  artery  thoroughly  cleared  up- 
wards and  downwards,   and    a   little 
on  its  sides,  by  the  director,  in  order 
that  you   may    introduce    the   aneu- 
rism   needle.       The  needle  is  to  be 
passed   from    without    inwards  ;    the 
knot    being    properly    adjusted    be- 
forehand.     Seize   the  knot  with  the 


forceps  and  draw  it  out.  Adjust  the 
ligature  to  the  artery,  ascertaining 
that  the  nerve  is  not  included  ;  then 
make  the  knot,  slip  it  down  and  se- 
cure it  at  one  trial  ;  pass  a  second 
knot  and  draw  it  carefully.  Twist 
the  ligature  close  to  the  artery,  bring 
it  out  and  cut  it  short. 

If  the  small  veins  are  wounded, 
tie  them  before  you  proceed.  If  the 
internal  jugular  is  wounded,  com- 
press above,  dissect  it,  and  pass 
a  ligature  above  and  below.  Should 
this  vein  be  interfering  in  the  ope- 
ration, compression  by  the  finger 
above  and  a  small  spoon  below, 
would  control  it. 

A  wound  in  the  carotid  should  be 
treated  by  a  steady  firm  compression 
on  the  wound ;  the  sternal  attach- 
ment of  the  mastoid  cut  ;  the  parts 
firmly  and  forcibly  separated.  The 
arteiy  should  then  be  dissected  from 
the  trachea,  spine,  nerves  and  vein, 
and  a  ligature  passed  thereon. 

If  the  ascending  thyroid  were 
wounded,  the  artery  might  possibly 
be  tied  ;  but  a  ligature  on  the  sub- 
clavian in  front  of  the  scaleni,  would 
be  perhaps  required.  In  doing  this, 
the  muscles  should  be  removed,  the 
arm  well  pulled  down,  and  the  veins 
separated  by  a  director. 

After  the  operation  the  parts 
should  be  brought  nicely  together 
with  adhesive  plaster. 

The  patient  should  be  bled  in  the 
evening,  about  ten  ounces. 

The  day  before  the    operation  he 
is  to  take  one  ounce  sulph.  magnesia. 
Other  preparations  as  follows  : 

Sharp  scalpel  Soft  sponges 

Pointed  scalpel  Ligatures,  various 

Blunt  hooks  Armed  needles 

Tenaculum  Soft  lint 

Spatula  Compresses 

Aneurism  needle  Adhesive  plaster 

Director  Bandnge. 

The  seat  of  the  patient  should  be 
a  common  chair.  An  assistant  placed 
behind  should  support  the  head  in- 
clined and  turned  to  the  opposite 
side.       Another  assistant  guards  the 
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jugular  vein,  and  a  third  the  interior  An    incision   2\  inches    long   was 

edge  of  the  wound.      A  fourth  iiolds  made   from    the   lower  extremity  of 

the  instruments  ;  a  fifth  the  sponges;  the  tiiinor,  which  was  on  a  line  with 

others  the  hands.  the  lower  edge    of  the  thyroid  carti- 

„     -^           .            ^         /,  '''{(p.  ''"d  carried  strait  dowuwards  to 

S.    Operation.       Oct.  26,  1827.  „;^  ^i^^j^,^   ,,,,^^  ,,,^  ^^rnal  head  of 

Francis  Locke,  24  years  old,  rath-  the  mastoid  muscle  an  inch  from  its 
er  short  and  muscular,  in  good  lie^dth.  sternal  edge  ;  the  incision  being  low- 
About  four  years  ago  perceived  a  er  than  usual,  on  account  of  ttie  ex- 
small  tumor  on  ihe  left  side  of  the  tent  of  the  tumor.  The  plafysma 
neck.  Not  feeling  any  inconveni-  muscle  being  exposed,  was  divided, 
ence  from  it,  he  made  no  application  and  the  edge  of  the  sterno-mastoid 
till  the  summer  of  1825,  wiien  he  brought  into  view.  This  was  laid 
presented  himself  to  Dr.  IIayward,  l^'ire  the  length  of  the  wound.  Dis- 
who  told  him  the  nature  of  his  com-  seeling  along  its  inner  edge,  a  vein 
plaint,  and  advised  him  to  go  to  ^vas  seen  running  precisely  in  the 
the  hospital  and  have  an  operation  middle  of  the  wr.und  in  a  longitudi- 
done.  Some  of  his  friends,  howe-  nal  direction  like  that  of  the  internal 
ver,  thought  he  would  have  a  better  ji'gu'^i"  vein.  It  was  necessary  to 
chance  for  relief  from  visiting  a  set)-  dissect  this  vein  Avilh  great  camion  ; 
enth  sun.  Accordingly,  he  soutjlit  atid  getting  a  little  by  its  side,  the 
out  such  an  individual,  and  having  pnlsation  of  the  carotid  artery  was 
heard  of  one  took  a  long  journey  perceived  deep  indeed,  but  on  the 
into  the  country  to  find  him,  and  re-  vertebral  side  of  this  vein.  The 
miiined  under  his  care  some  time,  omo-hyoid  was  next  discovered,  and 
without,  as  may  be  believed,  getting  the  lower  part  of  the  line  of  union  be- 
important  benefits  therefrom.  Find-  tween  this  and  the  sterno-hyoid, which 
ing  himself  not  improving,  he  came  was  dissected,  and  these  two  muscles 
to  the  hospital,  and  had  a  confirma-  separated  from  each  other;  the  former 
tion  of  the  opinion  and  advice  given  carried  to  the  outside,  and  the  latter 
him  before.  He  was  not,  however,  to  the  inside.  The  descendens  noni 
prepared  for  an  operation  ;  but  went  nerve  appeared  on  the  tracheal  side, 
off  and  waited  six  months  more,  and  then  the  operation  was  pursued  as 
Duriii?  this  time  the  swelling  has  in-  near  the  trachea  as  possible  ;  wishing 
creased,  and  is  now  four  inches  long,  ^>y  '•»'«  to  avoid  the  jugular  vein  and 
exiending  from  the  angle  of  the  jaw  P'""  vagum.  The  sterno-thyroideus 
to  (he  lowi^r  edt;e  of  the  thyroid  car-  m'lscle  was  dissected  so  as  to  rench 
tilage.  The  tumor  h;)s  a'pulsating  the  artery  under  its  edge.  IMien  an 
movement,  is  easily  emptied  bv  pres-  assistant  held  up  this  muscle  by  a 
sure.  Compression  of  the  carotid  ''<'^*k  passed  into  the  fascia.  Now, 
artery  below,  stops  the  pulsation  the  great  artery  being  distinctly  in 
and  prevents  its  suddeidy  regaining  view,  it  was  dissected  without  haz- 
its  usu  il  '17,-..  i'his  tumor'  being  afd  ;  cutting  directly  over  it,  till  a 
evidently  an  aneurism  of  the  carotid  very  perfect  opening  was  made  in  its 
artery,  the  patient  was  again  advised  fibrous  sheath.  This  was  dilated  by 
to  the  operation,  which  he  at  length  a  probe  pointed  history,  and  then 
agreed  to.  The  op<'ration  was  thus  t*'«  aneurism  needle  passed  under 
performed  by  Dr.  Warrkn.  tli«  artery  from  without  inwards,  re- 
quiring only  a  little  touch  of  the  fin- 

The  patient  was  placed    in  a  com-  gf'f   to   allow  it  to   slip    through    the 

mon  chair,  the   head  well  supported,  fascia.     The  ligature  was  then  passed 

inclined  backwards  and  a  little  to  the  and  the  needle  withdrawn, 

opposite  side.    The  shoulders  a  little  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  then 

inclined  backwards.  brought  together  and  dressed.     Th« 
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patient  was  put  into  bed  with  tho 
head  raised.  He  had  no  pain  after 
the  operation.  He  was  ordered  to 
take  twenty  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium  if  pain  came  on,  and  if  this 
was  accompanied  with  increased  ac- 
tion of  the  arterial  system,  to  be  bled 
from  ten  to  sixteen  ounces,  and  to 
have  mild  and  coolintr  drinks  in  small 
quantities  every  Iialf  hour. 

Evening  of  the  operation,  pulse 
80 — no  pain.  Next  day,  slight  head- 
ache ;  considerable  pain  in  the  bow- 
els ;  pulse  80. 

Ordered  to  be  bled  sixteen  ounces, 
and  take  a  purgative  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia. 

Third  day,  pulse  80 — pain  reliev- 
ed— no  bad  symptom  nor  complaint 
of  any  description.  Tumor  pulsates 
strongly,  though  not  so  much  so  as 
before  the  operation. 

The  patient  recovered  rapidly, 
without  any  symptom  worthy  of 
note,  excepting  that  the  pulsation  of 
the  artery  continued  a  number  of 
weeks  after  the  operation. 

Remarks. 

The  aneurism  extended  so  low,  as 
to  require  the  artery  to  be  exposed 
not  much  above  the  clavicle,  and  in 
its  deepest  situation.  The  patient 
complained  but  little,  and  lost  no 
blood,  excepting  a  very  small  quan- 
tity on  the  division  of  the  skin. 

The  most  remarkable  fact  in  this 
case  was  the  distinct  continuance  of 
the  pulsation  of  the  aneurism  after 
the  operation.  So  strong  was  it  even 
two  weeks  after  as  to  create  some 
suspicion  in  the  mind  of  liie  operator 
that  there  might  be  an  unusual  dis- 
tribution of  the  great  arteries.  This 
phenomenon  has  been  noticed  be- 
fore, and  attributed  to  regurgitation 
of  blood  from  the  head.  In  reality 
it  arises  from  the  propagation  of  the 
locomotion  of  the  artery  from  below 
upwards  ;  it  being  stopped  by  pres- 
sure below  the  tumor. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  4,  1828. 


BOSTON     MEDICAL    DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 
For  the  Month  of  January,  1S28. 
The    reports    of  diseases    in    the 
Dispensary,  which  follow,  are  highly 
important,   as   affording   the  best  in- 
formation that   can    be   obtained    of 
the  state   of  existing  diseases.      We 
hope,  through    the    kindness   of  the 
gentlemen   who   have  charge  of  the 
sick  in  this  instilutionj  to  be  able  to 
continue  them. 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

I  send,  according  to  your  re- 
quest, a  list  of  patients  in  the  Dis- 
pensary for  the  month  of  January. 
I  have  no  remarks  of  much  interest 
to  make  respecting  them.  The  in- 
flammatory affections  have  been  rath- 
er of  a  mild  character,  and  mostly 
arose  from  exposure  to  the  moist  and 
rainy  weather  which  we  had  at  the 
latter  part  of  the  month. 

J.  W.  McKean. 
Whole  number  of  patients,  53.      Of 

Abortus  -         -  -  1 

Arthrosia  acuta        -  -  1 

Asthma  -         -  -  1 

Catarrlius         -  -  -  I 

Causis    -         -         -  -  2 

Cephalsea        -         -  -  i 

Colica    -         -         -  -  2 

Diarrhoea        -         -  -  2 

Dyspepsia       -         -  -  4 

Erysipelas       -  -  -  1 

Gastritis  -  -  -  1 

Helminthia      -  -  -  3 

Hemiplegia     -         -  -  1 

Hemorrhagia  utcrina  -  1 

Icterus  -  -  -  2 

Lichen  -         -  -  1 

Odontia  dentitionis  -  2 

Paramenia  difficilis  -  1 

Phlegmon        -         -  -  1 
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Plitliisis  catarrhalis 

. 

1 

Pleuritis 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonitis    - 

. 

. 

4 

do.            uotha 

- 

4 

Puerperal 

- 

- 

3 

Struma  vulgaris 

- 

- 

1 

Syncope 

- 

- 

1 

Svnochus 

- 

- 

1 

Typhus 

- 

- 

1 

Vaccinia 

- 

- 

7 

EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  was 
107  '■  of  these,  41  were  vaccinia,  and 
8  were  puerperal  ;  107 — 49  =  58 
cases,  requiring  medical  or  surgical 
treatment.     Of 

Bronchitis       -         -         -  10 

Burns  and  wounds  -         •  6 

Catamenial  suppression   -  1 

Catarrh  ...  4 

Cholera  -         .         -  3 

Diarrhoea       -         -         -  2 

Dysentery       -         .         -  1 

Dyspepsia       -         -         -  2 

Haematemesis  -         -  1 

Haemoptysis   -         -         -  2 

Hepatitis         -         -         -  1 

Herpes  labialis         -         -  1 

Hooping  cough        -         -  1 

Hydrocephalus         -         -  1 

Ophthalmia     -         -         -  1 

Parotitis  -         -         -  1 

Pleuritis  -         -         -  1 

Pneumonitis    -         -         -  8 

Porrigo  galeata        -         -  2 

Psoriasis  palmaris    -         -  1 

Rheumatism   -         -         -  4 

Synochus        -         -         -  3 

Ulcuscula  oris  -         -  1 

More  than  half  of  the  medical 
cases  were  of  bronchial  or  thoracic 
disease  ;  no  one  of  the  ten  patients 
under  croup  was  above  three  years 
of  age  ;  five  of  the  cases  of  pneumo- 
nia were  in  children  under  six  years  : 
the  most  severe  of  the  last  were  the 
cases  of  a  cliild  aged  seven  months, 
and  of  one  aged  four  weeks  ;  both 
were  blistered  extensively.  In  the 
former  (the  blister  being  badly  man- 
aged) sloughing  took  place  over  the 
whole  surface,  from  clavicles   to   na- 


vel, and  the  child  died.  This  was 
the  only  case  of  death  from  thoracic 
or  bronchial  disease,  during  the 
month.  This,  and  a  case  of  inflam- 
mation and  effusion  in  the  brain,  are 
all  the  fatal  cases. 

During  the  changeful  weather  that 
occurred  about  the  l7th,  and  follow- 
ing days,  many  cases  of  croup  pre- 
sented themselves.  The  patients 
were  pretty  well  in  the  mornings, 
but  towards  the  close  of  the  day  suf- 
fered with  dyspnoea  and  hoarseriess; 
this  continued  a  day  or  two,  until  an 
alarming  aggravation  of  the  evening 
paroxysm  induced  the  parent  to  ask 
relief.  Bloodletting  was  not  em- 
ployed ;  reliance  was  placed  on  an 
emetico-cathartic  of  tartarised  anti- 
mony and  calomel,  given  until  abun- 
dant evacuations  were  produced.  A 
mixture  of  tartarised  antimony,  syrup 
of  squills,  and  syrup  of  senega  was 
afterwards  given  for  a  few  days,  with 
directions  to  excite  free  vomiting  by 
it,  whenever  the  evening  exacerba- 
tion of  dyspnoea,  raucous  cough,  &:c. 
should  show  itself. 

On  the  18th,  19th  and  20th  of  the 
month,  more  use  of  the  lancet  was 
made  than  in  all  the  28  days  besides. 
J.  G.  Stevenson. 


WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole  number  of  cases,  51. 


Of 


Amenorrhoea 

Aphthae  .        -  - 

Burn       -         -         -  - 
Carcinoma  mammae 
Chronic  rheumatism 

Colic      .         -         -  - 

Dyspepsia       -         .  - 

Epilepsy  .         .  - 

Erysipelas       -         -  - 

Fracture  .         -  - 

Helminthia      -         -  - 
Hooping  cough 
Inllanimation  of  bladder 

do.  of  parotid  glands 

do.  of  tonsils  - 

Ophthalmia     -         -  - 

Paronychia     -         -  -         2 

Parturition      -         -  -         2 

Phthisis  -         -  -         1 
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Pulmonary  catarrh  -  10 

Sprains            -         -  -  2 

Ulcers     -          -          -  -  4 

Vaccination     -         -  -  9 

Of  the  above, 

Discharged,  cured   -  -  33 

do.          relieved  -  1 

Remaining  under  treatment  17 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  may 
be  stated,  tliat  several  cases  of  chro- 
nic disease,  which  came  under  treat- 
ment previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  month,  are  not  included  in  the 
above  list,  although  they  have  been 
under  treatment  since  the  first  of 
January.  Jonas  H.  Lane. 


MIDDLE   DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  in  the  Mid- 
dle District  of  the  Dispensary  during 
January,  was  thirty,  of   which   num- 
ber seventeen   were   acute.     These 
may  be  divided  as  follows.     Of 
Diarrhoea        ...         3 
Dysentery      -         -         -         1 
Fever,  simple  -         -         1 

Inflammation    of  lungs,    (ca- 
tarrhal)       -         -         -        11 
Quincy  -         -         -         1 

The  latter  case  occurred  near  the 
end  of  the  month,  about  which  time 
commenced  that  prevalence  of  in- 
flammation about  the  fauces,  which 
has  continued  thus  far  through  the 
present  month.  E.  G.  Davis. 


New  Elementary  System  of  Physio- 
logy.     By    William   Sweetser, 
M.D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Physic  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont. 
This    work  is   now  in    preparation. 
It  is  designed  to    be   a  popular  work 
on  this  science — adapted  not  only  to 
the  use    of  the    medical  student,  but 
also  to  the  understatiding  of  the  gen- 
eral   scholar.       The    introduction  of 
technical    terms,    therefore,    will    be 
avoided  as  far   as  the    nature   of  the 
subject   will    admit,  and    a    glossary 
will   be    appended    to  the  volume  to 
explain  such  as  are  unavoidably  used. 
A  concise  and  intelligible  descrip- 


tion of  the  anatomy  of  each  organ, 
will  precede  the  history  of  its  func- 
tion, and  where  it  is  deemed  neces- 
sary for  a  more  peifect  illusiration, 
the  organs  and  their  functions  will  be 
compared  with  those  of  other  ani- 
mals. Although  it  is  not  purposed 
to  occupy  much  space  in  'leatiiig  of 
the  numerous  hypotheses  which  have 
at  various  times  been  advanced  in 
relation  to  the  different  functions  of 
the  human  body,  still  some  of  the 
most  interesting  of  these  will  receive 
a  brief  notice. 

Among  the  inducements  to  under- 
take a  work  of  this  character,  is  the 
increasing  popularity  of  the  science 
of  which  it  is  to  treat.  Some  know- 
ledge of  it  is  now  ranked  among  the 
other  important  attainments  of  the 
general  scholar.  People  are  begin- 
ning to  think  that  the  history  and 
physiology  of  their  own  bodies  is  not 
inferior  in  interest  to  that  of  animals 
and  vegetables.  Some  of  our  Uni- 
versities have  alread}'  included  among 
the  other  requisitions  of  a  public 
education,  a  knowledge  of  Human 
Physiology.*  Still  there  is  no  one 
complete  system  of  this  science  suit- 
ed to  the  use  of  the  general  scholar. 
All  treatises  upon  it  have  been  more 
especially  intended  for  the  medical 
student.  It  cannot  therefore  but  be 
believed,  that  a  work  of  the  proposed 
character  may  contribute  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  this  important  and 
interesting  science. 

This  work  will  be  published  in  the 
octavo  form,  and  will  contain  about 
five  hundred  pages. 

Burlington,  Vt.  Feb.  182S. 


Dr.  Sa!\iuel  Jackson  has  been 
appointed  Assistant  Lecturer  on  the 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Physic  and 
Clinical  Medicine,  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Joshua  H.  Hayward,  M.D.  has 
received  the  appointment  of  Profes- 
sor of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  in  the 
University  of  Burlington,  Vermont. 

*  This  has  been  recently  done  by  the  Uni- 
v«r»ity  of  Vermont. 
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M.    Bruhl    Cramer,    a     German  taken   bj  &  physician  of  (his  city  v.ilh 

plivsioian,  asserts  (liat  sulpliiiric  aci(]  particular  care  :    together  with  a  large 

taken  will,   bilters,  completelv  eradi-  stock  of  dru|s  of  every  kind. 

,      ,  r       1       '     .  .-        ,^  Lowe  &   Reed,  late  Reed  &  Howard, 

rates  the  love  of  ardent  spniis.      Dr.  ,,^^j,  constantly  on  hand,  their  Cx^re  for 

VV.  p.  Brinkle  has  also  administered  //(/^n/jerance,  which  has  recently  received 

it    with    success.      Two    drachms    of  the  approbation  of  many  of  tiie  i'hysicians 

the  acid  are  to  be  added  to  a  pint  of  of  this  city,— been  used  by  the  Society  for 

the    patient's    favorite   liquor,  and    a  suppressing  Intemperance,  and  adopted  in 


wine  glass  full  taken  every  one,  two, 
or  three  hours,  according  to  the  pa- 
tient's habit,  till  intoxication  be  pro- 
duced. 


Dr.  Gkorge  F.  Lehman'  gives  an 
account  of  an  indolent  sailor  who 
was  in  the  habit  of  dislocating  his 
shoulder  to  escape  from  work.  The 
dislocation  was  produced  without 
pain,  and  was  easily  reduced. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OF     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON", 
Ending  February  23,  at  noon. 
February  15.  Lydia  Butts,  60  yrs. 

16.  Susannah  Brimhali,     37 
Louisa  Gray,  10  mo. 
HannahMillsBradford,12  yrs. 
Amelia  Brigham,          43 

17.  Robert  Mace,  24 
Daniel  Rea,  jun.  38 
Mary  Davis,                 33 

18.  George  Mitchell,         11  mo. 
Charles  F.  Bennet,      10 

19.  Sally  Taylor,  44  yrs. 

20.  Margaret  Fahy,  19 
Mary  Ann  Constantine,17 
William  H.  Hill,  5  mo. 

21.  Ann  Maria  Clark,         3  yrs. 
Thomas  HiU,  38 

22.  Franklin  Eayrs,  13  mo. 

Diseases.  Apoplexy,! — Cancer,  1 — Croup, 
1 — Consumption.  2 — Convulsions,  1 — Dropsy 
in  the  head,  1 — Hooping  couwh,  1 — Inflamma- 
tion. 1 — Inflammatory  fever,  1 — Intemperance, 
1 — Lung  fever,  2 — Typhus  fever,  1  —  Suicide, 
1— Unknown,  2.     Males,  7 — Females,  10. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

DENARCOTlZEl)  Ol'IUM  &  LAUDA- 
NUM, EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  &c. 
LOWE  k.  REED,  44,  Hanover  Street, 
at  the  head  of  Ehn  Street,  have  late- 
ly received  a  siijiply  of  Denarcolized  Opi- 
um and  Laudanum. — Also  on  hand  Euro- 
pean  Leeches;     fresh   Vaccine   Matter, 


the  House  of  Correction  as  preferable  t» 
that  of  Chambers.  Price  |i;'2. 50.  A  libe- 
ral discount  made  to  charitable  Societies. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 
DRUGS,  &c. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  CO., 
33,  India  Street,  near  the  head  of 
Central  Wharf,  have  for  sale,  a  very  large 
assortment  of  Surgeons'"  Instruments, 
Drugs,  Paints,  Dyestuifs,  Window  Glass, 
&:c.,  at  very  low  prices.  Gentlemen  wish- 
ing to  purchase  are  respectfully  invited  to 
call.  Aug.  21.  6mo. 

ATHENEUM : 

OK,  SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENCil-ISH  MAGAZINES, 
NO.  94,    NEW  SERIES. 

yUST  published  by  John  Cotton,  184, 


Washing-ton  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St. 


Contexts. — Two  Scenes  in  the  Life  of 
a  Favourite — Emily,  or  a  Wife's  Affections 
— Lines  to  the  Memory  of  a  Favourite 
Dog — Who  can  it  be.-' — The  Queen  of 
the  Meadow.  A  Country  Story — Sir  Mi- 
chael Scott.  A  Romance — Some  Ac- 
count of  a  Lover — Death  of  the  !  Warrior 
King — The  Drama  and  its  Professors — 
Leaves  and  Flowers,  or  the  Lover's  Wreath 
— The  Stirrup  Cup — Opera  Daneevs  bad 
Walkers — Centre  of  Gravity — Effectual 
Means  of  destroying  Moles,  Grubs,  &c. — 
Birds  poisoning  (heir  Young — The  Stran- 
ger's Heart — A  Good  Name — fcc. 

NEW  APOTHECARY'S   SHOP. 

iR.W.  BRADFORD, findiiigthc  prac- 
tice of  Physic  injurious  to  his  health, 
has  relinquished  it,  and  opened  an  Apoth- 
ecarj's  Shop  at  tlie  heart  of  Poplar  Street, 
where  he  v.ill  keep  the  best  of  Medicines 
and  devote  his  personal  attention  to  the 
preparatio)!  and  delivery  of  the  same. — 
The  Prescriptions  of  Physicians  Avill  be 
accurately  put  up  and  Families  may  de- 
pend on  correctness  ;  he  therefore  solicits 
a  share  of  public    patronage. 

Medicines  may  be  obtained  in  the  night 
as  well    as  by  day. 

Botlon,  Aug.  30,  1827. 


Published  vi^eekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  bo  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  i( 
»ot  paid  within  th«  year. 
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CASES  OF  RHEUMATISM. 

The  following  Reports  are  con- 
densed accounts  of  tiie  effects  of  a 
few  remedies  in  cases  of  acute  and 
chronic  rheumatism.  The  remedies 
principally  relied  on  were  colchicura 
autumnale,  and  sulphur  fumigation. 
It  would  be  easy  to  add  to  the  num- 
ber many  similar  cases,  in  a  ma- 
jority of  which  the  remedies  above 
named,  were  advantageously  em- 
ployed. W.  C. 

1.  Anna  Beard,  aged  37. — 
Oct.  30th. — Attacked  forenoon, 
13lh  inst.  with  sudden  and  severe 
pain  in  the  left  hip,  aggravated  by 
motion.  Pain  passed  to  the  back 
and  right  hip,  but  was  quite  gone 
next  morning.  In  succession,  the 
right  hand,  the  right  ankle,  and 
left  knee  have  been  attacked. 
Now  pain  greatest  in  the  calf  of 
the  left  leg,  and  right  hand.  Left 
knee  and  ankle  much  swollen. 
Pulse  88.  Bowels  have  been 
kept    regular    by   daily     use    of 


sulphur.  30th  and  31st,  got 
Pulv.  Guaiaci  Resinae  3i.  at  bed 
time,  with  powder  of  opium  and 
ipecac. 

Nov.  1st.  Pain  in  the  left  leg 
not  urgent  through  the  day,  but 
found  herself  most  easy  in  bed. 
Two  dejections  yesterday.  Pulso 
100,  sitting  up. 

R.  Piilv,  semin.  colchici,  gr.  xij. 
Divid.  in  chartas  No.  iv. 

Take  a  powder  at  1 1  A.  M.,  on© 
at  9  P.  M.  and  one  at  6  A.  M.  to- 
morrow. 

2d.  One  dejection  in  the  morn- 
ing. Pain  continues.  Some  sleep. 
Pulse  96,  small,  soft.  Counte- 
nance better.  Appetite  not  great. 
Take  a  powder  at  11  A.  M.,  4 
and  9  P.  M.,  and  at  6  A.  M.  to- 
morrow. 

3d.  Vomited  twice  in  the  even- 
ing. Pain  much  less.  Seven  de- 
jections. Take  a  powder  at  6 
tomorrow  morning. 

4th.  Nausea  and  vomiting  con- 
tinned  through  yesterday.  Now 
nausea,  but  no  vomiting.  Pain 
almost  gone.   Swellini  in  the  right 
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wrist  and  hand  diminished,  but 
power  of  motion  not  returned.  6 
dejections.     Omit  medicine. 

5th.  Nausea  continues  ;  slight 
pain  in  the  right  hand  and  left 
knee.     Pulse  96.     3  dejections. 

6th,  7th,  8th.  Powder  resumed 
at  bed  time.  Has  had  slight  nau- 
sea. Pain  much  lessened,  but  the 
knee  continues  stiff,  and  the  hand 
useless.  On  9th  applied  follow- 
ing to  hand. 

R.  Camphor,  3i. 
Aq.  Animon.   3ss. 
01.  olivae,  3i.     M. 

13th  and  14th.  Powder  was 
given  in  the  morning.  Slight  nau- 
sea, but  not  enough  to  prevent 
eating,  the  appetite  for  meat  hav- 
ing returned. 

15th.  Wiihout  pain  at  rest  ; 
slight  uneasiness  on  motion,  but  is 
altogether  convalescent.  Medi- 
cines discontinued  by  request. 


2.  P.  Fourmin,aged24.  Dec. 
6th.  Attack,  24th  ult.  in  the 
loins,  not  very  severe  at  rest, 
greatly  aggravated  by  motion. 
Habits  temperate.  Has  now 
great  and  constant  pain  in  both 
hips,  extending  down  outside  of 
the  legs  to  the  toes.  This  is  in- 
creased so  much  on  the  slightest 
motion,  that  the  most  perfect  rest 
is  carefully  observed.  Great 
thirst  and  slight  nausea.  Pulse 
96,  neither  full  nor  hard.  Tongue 
moist  and  slightly  coated.  No 
appetite.  No  sleep  for  two  nights. 
Was  directed,  10  grs.  Dover's 
powder  at  bed  time. 

Dec.  6th.  Pain  as  before. 
Slept  3  hours.  No  sweat  ;  thirst 
urgent.  Tongue  as  before.  One 
small  dejection  yesterday. 

R.   Hyd.  Sub  muriat.    gr.  x. 
Pulv.  saoi.  colchici,   gr.  xij. 
M.     Divid.  in  chart.  No.  iv. 


Take  one  of  these  every  three 
hours,  and  at  bed  time,  Dover's 
powder  as  before. 

7th.  Eight  dejections  ;  nausea 
and  retching  in  the  night  ;  pulse 
76  ;  dense  white  coat  on  the 
tongue,  rather  dry. 

R.  Antimon.  Tartar,  gr.  iv. 
Ipecac,  3i. 
Aq.  BuUient,  3ij.     M. 

Take  3ss.  every  half  hour  till 
fair  vomiting.  At  bed  time  the 
following  : 

R.   Hyd.  Sub  muriat.  gr.  vj. 

Pulv.  semin.  Colchici,  gr.  iv. 
Opiijgr.  ij,    M. 

8th.  After  two  doses,  vomited 
four  times  ;  afterwards  six  dejec- 
tions, not  large.  Since  midnight, 
cutting  pains  in  the  bowels. 
Rheumatic  pains  very  much  di- 
minished. Pulse  84;  soft,  easy, 
not  full. 

R.  Pulv.  Opii, 

Catnph. 

Ipecac,  aa    gr.  iv.     M.   ft. 
Pil.  No.  viij. 

Two  now,  and  repeat  once  in  two 
hours,  till  relieved  in  the  bowels. 
9th.  Took  ten  pills  yesterday 
before  bed  time,  and  two  this 
morning.  Several  small  stools 
yesterday.  Rheumatic  pains  not 
urgent.  Some  swelling  and  red- 
ness on  the  left  hand.  Pulse  96, 
full,  soft ;  skin  moist  ;  tongue 
thickly  coated. 

R.  01.  Riciiii,  3vj. 

Tinct.  Sennae  Comp,  3ij.     M, 

At  bed  time  the  following  : 

R.  Hyd.  Sub  raur. 

Pulv.  semia.  Colchici  aa  gr.  iv. 
Opii,  gr.  iij.     M. 

10th.  Pain  in  the  bowels  less 
urgent  yesterday.  Four  small 
dejections.     Slept  much  yester- 
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day,  but  only  about  two  hours  in 
the  night.  Rheumatic  pains  di- 
minishing ;  mouth  not  sore  ;  pulse 
84.  Skin  natural, — no  appetite, 
— tongue  thickly  coated, — some 
nausea.     Powder  as  last  night. 

11th.  Increased  pain  in  the  left 
shoulder  and  wrist.  This  came 
on  at  midnight  uilh  swelling. 
Some  sleep  in  the  day,  none  dur- 
ing night.  Seven  dejections,  co- 
pious ;  some  tenesmus.  Pulse 
84.  Countenance  improving, — 
skin  mellow.  Pills  of  opium, 
camphor,  &c.  as  on  the  8th.  Pow- 
der of  the  9th  at  night. 

12th.  Took  the  same  number 
of  pills  as  on  the  8th,  and  powder; 
slept.  Rheumatic  pains  as  be- 
fore. Pulse  84,  soft.  No  nar- 
cotic effects  of  opium  present. 
Tongue  less  thickly  coated, — ap- 
petite very  small, — thirst  consi- 
derable,— nausea,  and  once  vo- 
miting of  green  matter  ; — two 
dejections.  Repeat  emetic  of 
7th  ;  afterwards  omit  medicine, 
unless  diarrhoea  or  watchfulness 
demand  an  opiate. 

13th.  After  two  doses,  vomited 
four  times  light  green  fluid.  Pains 
much  diminished, — a  little  appe- 
tite,— asks  to  suck  beefsteak, — 
let  him  try  some.  9  o'clock  P. 
M.  Pains  in  the  limbs  increased, 
especially  in  the  left  shoulder, 
arm,  and  wrist. 

R.  Pulv.  Ipecac, 

Camphor,  aa  gr.  i. 
Opii   gr.    iv.     M.  ft.    Pil. 
No.  ij. 

Take  one  now,  and  the  other  in 
an  hour  if  pain  continues. 

14th.  Took  both  pills.  Slept 
well  ;  appetite  good  ;  two  dejec- 
tions. Shoulder,  &,c.  much  bet- 
ter.    If  pains  recur,  repeat  pills. 

This  patient  took  the  powder 
of  guaiAcum  on  the   15tli.  and  the 


above  pills  at  bed  time  when  in- 
dicated by  return  of  pain.  His 
appetite  returned,  the  rheuma- 
tism gradually  subsided,  however 
with  occasional  aggravation,  and 
he  discontinued  medicines  the  4th 
of  January,  being  at  that  time, 
with  the  exception  of  slight  stiff- 
ness in  the  right  ham,  in  good 
health. 

3.  F.  Martin,  aged  39.  Jan. 
11th.  Attacked  at  sea  with 
rheumatism  four  weeks  ago. 
Pains  greatest  in  the  loins,  back, 
and  left  shoulder  and  arm  ;  most 
severe  about  5  P.  M.  and  when 
in  bed.  Tongue  pale,  thinly 
coated,  tremulous,  and  indented 
about  the  edges.  Pulse  72,  na- 
tural. Skin  hot  and  moist ;  has 
not  lost  flesh ;  appetite  good  ; 
bowels  loose.  The  disease  ha» 
the  characters  of  chronic  rheum- 
atism, and  yielded  very  gradually 
to  treatment.  He  was  under 
treatment  for  more  than  three 
months,  and  was  not  perfectly 
well  when  he  ceased  to  apply  for 
advice.  A  brief  report  only  will 
be  given  of  the  means  used,  and 
of  their  effects.  To  procure  rest 
he  first  took  the  compound  pow- 
der of  opium  and  ipecacuanha,  to 
which  was  added  in  a  few  days 
the  powder  of  gum  guaiacum. 
Very  little  relief  was  obtained. 
Warm  bathing  alone,  and  some- 
times followed  by  the  sulphur  fu- 
migation, and  the  sulphur  fumiga- 
tion alone,  were  next  tried,  and 
with  temporary  benefit.  Blisters 
to  the  shoulders  and  the  back,  and 
colchicum  were  next  used,  and 
after  a  few  days'  trial  of  these, 
the  sulphur  bath  was  again  cm- 
ployed,  and  with  benefit.  The 
report  of  the  10th  of  February 
states,  "Always  better  in  the 
morning;  incrensed  pain  in  the  cuf- 
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ternoon."     Though  somewhat  re-  has  been  gradually  getting  so  for 

lieveci,  the  original  characters  of  some  days, — eye  somewhat  pam- 

the  disease  remained  unchanged,  ful,    but    pain  not   increased   by 

and  an  alterative  dose  of  calomel  light. 


and  antimony  was  begun. 

R.  Antimon.  Tartar,  gr.  i. 
Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  ij. 
Hyd.    Sub  niur.    gr.    x. 
Pil.  No,  vi. 

One  every  night. 


M.   ft. 


R.  Zinc  Sulphat.  gr.  xij. 

Aq.  Distillat.  3  iv.  M.  ft.  Solutio. 

Wash   the  eye   with   this   every 
two  hours. 

17th  to  22d.  Reports  general- 
ly rather  better.  23d,  sight  not 
Feb.  19th.  Some  diminution  of  ^lear  ;  inflammation  of  the  con- 
the  disease.  The  mouth  is  not  jy^ctiva  rather  less.  Cornea  and 
sore,  and  a  sense  of  numbness  afjugous  humor  clear.  Let  him 
complained  of  in  the  right  leg.  be  cupped  3iv. 
Take  half  a  pill  in  the  morning,  24(h.  Pain  returned  to  the 
in  addition  to  the  night  dose.  shoulders  ;  eye  not  painful  ;   sight 

20th.    Leg  very  uncomfortable    improved.     25th.  Eye  much  bet- 
yesterday  P.  M.     Side   and  loins    ^^^, 

free  from  pain.     Pain   severe  in        gTth.     Pain    in   the   shoulder, 
the   left   shoulder.     Warm   bath    y^^-^^^^  ^^^  improved  since  last  re- 
al night.  port  ;  slight  pain  across  the  fore- 
21st.    Much   relieved   by   the    ^gg^i^    ^^^^    ^^.q    eyes.      Cerat. 
bath  ;  leg  relieved,— mouth  sore,    cantharid.  behind  each  ear. 
—no  ptyalism.  28th.   Eye  comfortable  through 
22d.    Pain  in  the  legs  prevents    jj^g    jj^y^  ^uj  ^^jg   corning  is  irii- 
walking;  on  examination  nothing    ^^^^^  ^y    the  wash.     More  stiff- 
was  discoverable  ;  pain  is  greatly    j^^gg  ^]^^^^  t^g  shoulder, 
aggravated  the  moment  he  puts        oQth.    Vision  of  the  right  eye 
the  feet  down.     Mouth  more  sore,    afy^cted  as  the  left   eye.     Pain 
—no  appetite,— nausea, — thirst,    ^^^j,  j^e   right  eye.     Cup   right 
• — no  dejection  for  two  days.  Pulse    temples  3  iv. 
116,  soft.     Pain  about  the  shoul-        ojgj     Left  eye  less  inflamed 


der  and  arms  less.  Omit  pills,  &c. 

R.    Iiifus.  Sennae  Compos,  gij. 

Tinct,  Sen  UcB  Compos.  3  ss.   M. 

Take  the  draught  immediately, 
and  repeat  in  four  hours  if  no 
operation.     Bandage  to  the  legs. 

Stomach  well  ;  convalescent  ; 
cannot  stand  up  without  uneasi- 
ness ;  bowels  costive.  Since  the 
last  report,  has  been  quite  ill  ; 
stomach  greatly  disturbed  ;  pulse 
rapid;  much  debility.  The  rheum- 
atic disease,  however,  has  been 
declining  d;.i]y. 

IGlh.  Has  continued  to  im- 
prove. To-day,  conjunctiva  of 
the  left  eye  much  inflamed,  and 


and  vision  much  improved.  Pu- 
pil of  the  left  eye  more  dilated 
than  the  right.  Inflammation  of 
the  right  eye  increased  since  cup- 
ping, but  the  eye  feels  less  heavy. 
Sight  of  the  left  eye  reported  na- 
tural. Blister  behind  the  right  ear. 

April  1st.  Left  eye  greatly  im- 
proved, and  vision  continues  per- 
fect. Right  eye  still  inflamed, 
but  sees  better  with  it. 

2d.  Right  eye  better. 

3d.  Right  eye  more  inflamed, 
— severe  pain  in  the  ball  of  the 
eye.     Eye  waters  freely. 

R.  Sodae  Sulphat.  3i. 

Aq.  Conunun.  3  v.     M. 
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Immediately,  and  after  operation, 

R.  Puiv.  Cinchon.  Rub.  3i.j 

and   repeat  every  two  hours  un- 
less increase  of  symptoms. 

4th,  5th  and  6th.  Symptoms 
daily  declining.  On  the  7th  the 
bark  produced  nausea,  and  a  few 
drops  of  an  aromatic  tincture  were 
added  to  it.  This  patient  was 
discharged  from  further  treat- 
ment, on  the  19th  of  April,  con- 
valescent. 

4.  H.  S.  Barlow,  aged  13 
years.  Jan.  27th.  A  few  days 
since,  after  exposure  to  cold  and 
wet,  was  seized  with  severe  pain 
in  the  legs  and  feet,  and  in  the  ab- 
domen and  chest.  Pressure  now 
adds  greatly  to  the  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  and  renders  the  res- 
piration short,  suppressed,  and 
grunting  ;  daily  chills,  followed 
by  heat ;  urgent  thirst.  Tongue 
loaded  with  a  thick,  yellowish 
white  coat,  with  swollen  papillae 
near  the  tip,  not  very  dry.  Head- 
ache; hot  and  dry  skin;  pulse  full, 
hard,  88.  Countenance  full  and 
ruddy;  brow  knit;  has  been  vomit- 
ed, purged  and  vesicated  without 
relief.  Venesection  to  3x. 
immediately. 

R.   Hyd.  Submuriat.  gr.  viij. 
Piilv.  Sem.  Ci)lchici,  gr.  vj. 
Pulv.  Opii,   Pulv.   Ipecac,    aa  gr. 
ij.     M.  divid.  in  chart.  No.  iv. 

One  of  these  every  four  hours. 
Farinaceous  diet. 

Jan.  28th.  Some  sleep,  but 
symptoms  remain  very  much  as 
yesterday.     Nausea. 

R.  Antimnn.  Tart.  gr.  vj. 
Aq.  Bullient,  3ij.     M. 

3ss.  now,  and  every  half  hour  till 
free  operation.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  afternoon,  if  not  re- 
lieved repeat  venesection;   when 


the  stomach  is  quiet,  repeat  the 
powders  of  yesterday  ;  one  every 
six  hours.  At  bed  time,  if  dysp- 
noea continue,  vesicate  the  chest. 
Blood  drawn  yesterday  has  a 
thick  buff  coat. 

29th.  Took  the  whole  of  solu- 
tion of  antimony,  and  vomited 
freely  :  was  bled  to  3vj.  Symp- 
toms much  mitigated  ;  pulse  72  ; 
some  nausea.  Give  the  powders 
once  in  eight  hours.  Venesec- 
tion, if  pain,  &c.  return. 

30th.    Was   bled    3x.     Pulse  * 
84,   less  hard.     Symptoms  again 
mitigated.     Nausea.     Omit  pow- 
ders. 

R.  Zinci  Sulphat.  9i. 
Aq.  3ss.     M. 

Take  this  immediately,  and  re- 
peat in  half  an  hour,  if  no  vomit- 
ing.    At  bed  time, 

R.  Pulv.  Opii, 

Ipecac,  aa  gr.  i.     M. 

31  st.  Vomited  twice  after  the 
second  dose.  Day  and  night  com- 
fortable. Pulse  60,  hard  ;  occa- 
sionally one  pulsation  hesitates. 
Looks  and  feels  better.  At  12 
A.  M.  a  powder  of  the  27th.  Pill 
as  last  night. 

This  course  was  continued  to 
the  3d  of  February.  Then,  took 
powder  of  guaiacum,  and  solid 
food  moderately  as  appetite  re- 
turned. The  colchicum  was  oc- 
casionally given,  with  the  guaia- 
cum, as  the  symptoms  demanded, 
till  the  17tb,  when  he  was  well 
enough  to  walk  abroad,  and  on  the 
25th  ceased  to  use  medicines. 

5.  A.  Simmonds,  aged  45. 
June  18th.  Has  been  a  sufferer 
from  rheumatism  for  20  years. 
Present  attack  begun  a  year  ago. 
May  last  ;  first  appearing  in  the 
smaller  joints,  and  extending  from 
these  to   the  larger  ones  of  both 
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the  upper  and  lower  extremities. 
Is  now  tolerably  easy  in  motion, 
but  suffers  greatly  from  any  at- 
tempt to  move.  Appetite  small, 
tongue  nearly  clean,  bowels  regu- 
lar, pulse  62.  Urine  thick,  fre- 
quent, small  in  quantity,  and  high 
colored.  Appearance  like  nodo- 
sity about  the  joints  of  two  fingers 
of  the  right  hand.     Warm  bath. 

19th.  Sulphur  fumigation  eve- 
ry night. 

20th.  Reports  very  pleasant 
effects  from  fumigation.  Sweats 
profusely  in  a  few  minutes  after 
being  exposed  to  it.  From  the 
long  continuance  of  the  disease, 
and  its  almost  universal  occupa- 
tion of  the  joints,  the  following  pill 
was  directed  to  be  taken  every 
night,  and  the  fumigation  to  be 
continued. 

R.  Hyd.  Submur.  gr.  vj. 
Antimon.  Tart.  gr.  i. 
Pulv.  Opii,   gr.   ij.     M.   ft.   Pil. 

No.  vj. 

July  2d.  Gradual  amendment 
to  this  date.  Now  walks  with 
scarcely  a  perceptible  limp. 

3d.  Continues  better. 

4th.  Mouth  not  sore;  continues 
better  ;  has  not  been  so  well  for 
a  year  past,  as  at  the  present 
time. 

5th.  Walked  about  four  hours 
jesterday;  feels  altogether  better; 
pain  very  slight.  Omit  medicines. 

6.  G.  Crocker,  aged  54.  Aug. 
8th.  Subject  to  rheumatism  for 
15  years,  but  never  has  been  laid 
up  by  the  disease  more  than  three 
•weeks,  before  the  present  attack, 
which  occurred  a  year  ago,  and 
was  brought  on  as  he  says  by 
sprain  in  the  side.  A  blister  re- 
moved the  pain  in  the  side,  but  it 
occurred  at  once  in  the  hip,  after 
leaving  the  side.  Six  weeks  af- 
ter came  on  pains  in  right  knee 


and  foot,  with  much  swelling;  and 
soon  after  in  left  knee.  Has  pain 
also  in  back  and  hips.  Pain  con- 
stant, but  variable  in  intensity. 
Moves  limbs  with  difficulty,  and 
cannot  walk  without  crutches. 
General  appearance  healthful  ; 
bowels  regular.  Had  a  warm 
bath  the  first  day  he  came  under 
my  care,  and  next  day  began  to 
use  the  sulphur  bath.  Fumigation 
was  at  first  from  3j.  sulphur,  and 
was  gradually  increased.  It 
was  directed  for  the  latter  part 
of  the  day,  and  before  beginning  it, 
the  bowels  were  evacuated  by  a 
cathartic  of  calomel  and  jalap. 
The  compound  submuriate  pill 
was  directed  to  be  taken  at  bed- 
time every  night,  unless  contra-in- 
dicated by  soreness  of  the  mouth, 
or  other  sufficient  reason. 

Aug.  1 1th.  Expressed  himself 
relieved  by  bath.  12th  day,  com- 
fortable. Night  less  so.  ISth. 
Night  more  easy. 

The  report  shows  a  gradual 
amendment,  with  occasional  in- 
crease of  pain,  to  the  22d,  when 
soreness  of  the  mouth  is  reported, 
and  the  pill  omitted. 

24th.  Rheumatic  pains  as  they 
have  been  lately,  but  much  less 
than  before  beginning  present 
treatment.  Mouth  better.  Fu- 
migation produces  full  perspira- 
tion, and  is  now  accompanied  by 
some  itching  of  the  skin. 

27th.  Symptoms  stationary  ; 
mouth  nearly  well  ;  take  pill  night 
and  morning. 

30th.  Reports  he  is  mending. 

Sept.  1st.  Slept  better  than  for 
six  months.   Continues  to  improve. 

5th.  Walked  abroad  yesterday 
some  distance  with  ease.  Is  now 
somewhat  stiff  from  over  exertion. 
Is  so  far  recovered  as  to  think  far- 
ther medical  treatment  unneces- 
sary. 
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The  sulphur  fumigation  in  this 
case  was  continued  through  the 
whole  treatment. 

7.  T.  Smith,  aged  28.  Octo- 
ber 3d.  Disease  occurred  be- 
tween two  and  three  years  since, 
upon  exposure  to  wet  and  cold 
%vhlle  perspiring  freely.  The  mus- 
cles of  the  back  and  shoulders 
were  first  attacked,  then  in  rapid 
succession  all  his  limbs,  accom- 
panied by  stilTness  in  the  joints. 
He  cannot  raise  the  hands  to  the 
mouth,  and  sits  very  uncomforta- 
bly in  a  chair.  The  neck  is  rigid, 
and  drawn  a  little  towards  the 
left  shoulder.  The  head  moves 
only  with  the  body.  The  lower 
jaw  is  much  confined  in  its  mo- 
tions, rendering  chewing  difficult, 
and  swallowing  is  much  embar- 
rassed, Has  pain  in  the  chest 
upon  a  full  inspiration,  and  when 
rising  from  bed  this  pain  is  in- 
creased, and  a  violent  pain  ensues 
at  the  epigastrium.  He  can  only 
lie  on  the  back.  Nights  restless, 
sleepless.  Complains  now  of  pain 
in  the  epigastrium,  loins,  and  in 
short  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
body,  and  any  attempt  to  move  in- 
creases his  suffering.  The  ring 
and  little  fingers  of  the  left  hand 
much  distorted.  The  first  pha- 
langes are  drawn  back  forcibly 
by  the  extensors,  while  the  others 
are  strongly  bent.  The  aliment- 
ary canal  is  well,  appetite  good  ; 
urine  natural  ;  is  emaciated. 

There  was  not  much  to  hope 
for  from  remedies  in  this  case  ; 
or  rather  that  much  benefit  would 
be  derived  from  any,  unless  per- 
severed in  for  a  long  time,  and 
under  favorable  circumstances. 
Opportunities  for  both  of  these 
existing,  a  trial  for  relief,  if  not 
cure,  was  attempted.  The  pa- 
tient had  a  warm  bath  the  day  ha 


was  seen,  and  began  at  night  to 
take  a  pill  of  the  extract  of  stra- 
monium ij.  grains,  combined  with 
one  of  calomel.  The  stramonium 
was  given  to  procure  rest,  and  re- 
lieve pain  ;  and  was  preferred  to 
opium  or  its  preparations,  as  it 
produces  less  disturbance  in  the 
functions  of  the  stomach  and  bow- 
els. This  course  was  continued 
for  a  few  days  with  some  benefit. 
The  stramonium  was  at  length 
given  in  doses  of  three  grains,  its 
quantity  being  regulated  by  its, 
effects  on  the  head,  and  particu- 
larly by  the  degree  in  which  the 
vision  was  disturbed. 

Oct.  9th.  By  report  on  the  8th 
the  pain  in  the  limbs  is  diminish- 
ed, but  has  pain  in  the  head,  loins 
and  sides  ;  moderate  pressure  on 
these  last  produces  much  distress. 
Slept  well  last  night  ;  pupils  di- 
lated ;  vision  imperfect  ;  stomach 
and  bowels  well. 

R.  Ext.  Dat.  Stramon.gr.  ijss.  ft.Pil.j. 

Take  this  every  night.  In  even- 
ing, sulphur  bath,  beginning  with 
3j.  of  sulphur. 

On  the  11th,  friction  was  di- 
rected to  be  employed  every 
night  after  the  sulphur  bath,  and 
to  be  faithfully  applied  over  the 
whole  body. 

Under  the  use  of  these  means 
decided  changes  for  the  better 
gradually  occurred.  He  was  first 
able  to  stand  straighter,  and  to 
bend  his  body  in  sitting  with  more 
ease.  The  arms  acquired  free 
motion,  so  that  he  could  saw  wood 
for  three  hours  without  interrup- 
tion. The  head  first  became 
more  erect,  and  then  its  motion 
from  side  to  side  was  regained, 
and  gradually  the  other  move- 
ments of  the  head  on  the  neck, 
and  the  neck  on  itself  and  the 
trunk.      Mastication  and  degluti- 
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tion  became  free;  flesh  increased, 
and  sufficient  recovery  to  enable 
this  former  complete  cripple  to 
support  himself  by  the  labor  of  a 
house  servant.  He  did  not  cease 
to  use  remedies  till  April  29th, 
but  in  December  he  had  strength 
and  freedom  of  motion  quite  suffi- 
cient to  perform  a  fair  proportion 
of  labor.  Benefit  was  derived 
from  the  use  of  blisters  to  parts 
in  which  pain  and  lameness  were 
most  fixed.  The  stramonium  was 
again  and  again  resorted  to  when 
the  urgency  of  pain  demanded, 
and  the  only  inconvenience  it  pro- 
duced, was  a  temporary  diminu- 
tion, or  loss  of  vision. 


II. 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  JOURNAL 
OF  MEDICAL   SCIENCES. 

Continued  from  p.  42. 

IV. —  Thoughts    on    the    Pathology 

and     Treatment    of    Icterus,    or 

.  Jaundice.  By  N.  Chapman,  IM.  D. 

This  article  contains  a  history  of 
jaundice,  with  directions  for  its  man- 
agement. 

Dr.  Chapman  denies  that  the  com- 
mon cause  assi<Tned  for  this  disease, 
the  entrance  of  the  bile  into  tlie  cir- 
culation, is  correct.  He  mentions  a 
case,  recorded  by  Ricbter,  wliere  the 
disease  occurred  in  an  individual 
who  after  death  was  found  destitute 
of  a  gall  bladder  ;  and  an  experiment 
of  Portal,  who  tied  the  cystic  duct  of 
an  animal  without  producing  jaun- 
dice. 

Dr.  C.  supposes  that  some  morbid 
chrmge  is  produced  in  the  serum  of 
the  capillaries,  by  the  causes  of  jaun- 
dice. The  capillaries  being  in  a 
languid  state  are  disposed  to  secrete 
a  fluid  of  some  shade  of  yellow,  a 
change  similar  to  that  occasioned  by 
the  torpor  of  impaired  vitality  of  the 
extreme  vessels  in  a  bruised  part. 
Tbo  irritation  which  produces  j  lun- 


dice  is  in  the  mucous  tissue  of  the 
stomach  and  duodenum,  and  not  in 
the  liver. 

In  the  more  inveterate  forms  of 
the  disease,  the  green  or  black  jaun- 
dice, medicines  are  of  little  utility. 
Mercury,  according  to  Baillie,  will 
give  temporary  relief  occasionally  ; 
but  he  has  only  known  two  cases  of 
recovery,  out  of  a  great  nun)ber 
which  had  come  under  his  obser- 
vation. 

V. — Observations  on  the  Medical 
Topography  and  Endemic  JF'c' 
ver  of  Montgomery  County,  Ala- 
bama. Bv  Charles  S.  Lucas, 
M.D.  of  Alabama. 

The  County  of  Montgomery  lies 
chiefly  on  the  east  side  of  the  Ala- 
bama River,  including  within  its 
northern  and  eastern  boundaries,  a 
small  portion  of  country  between  the 
Coosa  and  Talipoosa,  which  unite  to 
form  the  Alabama  River. 

Owing  to  the  softness  of  the  soil 
through  which  this  river  flows,  the 
course  frequently  becomes  altered, 
leaving  numerous  stagnant  pools, 
which  being  exposed  to  the  intense 
heat  of  the  sun,  are  soon  covered 
with  a  green  scum,  are  the  nidus  of 
myriads  of  insects,  and  soon  com- 
municate an  offensive  taint  to  the 
surrounding  atmosphere.  Into  these 
ponds  the  negroes  are  in  the  habit  of 
throwing  decayed  timbers  removed 
from  the  cultivated  lands,  so  that 
there  is  soon  formed  a  compound  for 
the  production  of  miasma,  which 
could  scarcely  be  excelled  by  human 
ingenuity. 

The  soil  is  extremely  fertile,  and 
the  growth  of  vegetable  productions 
rapid  and  luxuriant.  The  wild  lands 
being  cleared  by  girdling  the  trees 
and  cutting  down  the  under  growth  ; 
vast  masses  of  vegetable  substance 
are  loft  to  decay,  and  must  contri- 
bute largely  to  the  causes  of  disease, 
as  the  process  of  decomposition  is 
exceedingly  rapid.  The  summers 
are  excessively  hot  and  the  winters 
generally  mild. 
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The  sickly  season  commences  in  ished  in  quantity,  and  the  bowels 
v^une,  and  continues  till  about  the  were  necessarily  torpid.  The  cx- 
iniddle  of  October  ;  during  which  cited  sta^e  fully  developed  would 
period,  strangers  and  those  unaccus-  continue  for  seveinl  hours,  and  even 
tonied  to  the  climate,  suffer  much  days,  when  a  slielit  abatement  would 
more  than  those  who  have  resided  in  take  place,  about  the  same  hour  that 
the  country  for  a  few  yeais.  The  the  pain  occurred  on  the  preceding 
negroes  who  have  lived  a  few  years  day.  Sometimes  no  remission  took 
in  this  State,  are  sold,  on  this  ac-  place  till  the  third  day  ;  in  others 
count,  at  a  higher  price  than  those  the  remission  was  so  sli<;ht  as  scarce- 
brought  from  Virginia  and  JNIarvland.  ly   to    he   discovered.     Tlic   disease 

Tlie  inhabitants  of  the  river  lands  advancing,  the  symptoms  become  ag- 

consider    themselves     comparatively  gravated  ;   the  greatest  distress,  ac- 

safe  if  the    rains  are  sufficiently  fre-  companied    with    much    exhaustion, 

quent  and  copious  to  keep    the  stag-  occurred,  and  this  violence  terminat- 

nant  pools  well  filled  ;    but  the  same  ed  about  the  fifth,  seventh,  ninth,  or 

cause   operates   most    fatally   in    the  eleventh    day.     Where  the  crisis  is 

oak  and  hickory  lands,    uhere  large  fnvorable,   the    pulse   becomes    soft, 

cultivated  tracts,  frequently  manured  the  skin    and    tongue  moist,  all    the 

with  cotton  seed,  are  exposed  to  the  secretions  more  abundant,  thirst   di- 

scorching  heat  of  the  sun,  after  being  niinished,  respiration  freer,  and  sleep 

sufficiently  moistened  to  allow  of  the  natural.     An  unfavorable  termination 

roost  rapid  decomposition  of  the  ve-  is  indicated,  by  the    pulse  becoming 

getable  matter.  quicker,  the  respiration  frequent,  fee- 

"  The  fevers  of  Montgomery  may  ble   and    anxious,   the    tongue   dark, 

be  considered  as    forming  two  varie-  brown,  or   black,  and   nil   the  symp- 

ties,  which  may  be  termed  inflamma-  toms  indicating  the  immediate  prox.- 

tory  and  congestive.  niity  of  dissolution." 

*'  The  inflammator}'  form  of  fever  "  The  congestive  form  of  this   fe- 

was  preceded  by  the  following  symp-  ver  was  not  of  such  frequent  occur- 

toms  ;    chilliness  of  the    surface,  ex-  rence  as  the    inflammatory,  but  was 

tending    down    the    back;    in    some  altogether  niore  formidable  and  fatal, 

cases   the    coolness   was   so  slight  as  The  duration  of  the  attack  varied  nc- 

oidy  to  be    discoverable  at    the  ends  cordinc:  to  circumstances  :   the  fatal 

of  the  nose,  fingers,  and  toes,  while  termination  speedily   fijllowed  a  vio- 

olher  parts  of  the  body  weie  preter-  lent    accession,    unless   speedil}'    re- 

naturally  hot.     Patients   complained  lieved  by  energetic  treatment.     The 

of  gieat  heat   and   suffocation,  when  symptoms     were     very     deceptive  ; 

the   surface    was   cold    and    the  heat  cases  sometimes  terminated  in  death 

only    perceptible   at    certain    points,  before  danger  was  apprehended,  not 

The  loins,    knees,  and    large   joirits,  occupying  more  than  twenty-four  or 

generally   were    very  painful  :   head-  thirty-six  hours  in  the  whole  course. 

ache,  nausea,  and    disposition    to  vo-  The    patient    was    generally  jiffectcd 

mit  ;    a    small,    quick    and    variable  with  all  animal  and  organic  actions  ; 

pulse,  with  hurried  respiration,  were  a  slight,  scarcely  distinguishable  chill, 

the  symptoms  of  the  first  stacre."  laborious  respiration,  sense  of  weight 

"  In  the   second  stage,  the  heat  of  and    oppr(!Ssion    at    the     prajcordia, 

the  surface  was  augmented  consider-  great    pain    in   the   head,   pulse    fre- 

ably,   the   pulse    was    increa-ed,  full  (juent,  low,  struggling,    indolent,  and 

and  unyielding;  the  face  flushed,  the  occasionally    intermitting,  where  the 

conjunctiva  red,  excessive  headache,  brain  was  affected.     The  heat  of  the 

tongue  parched,  and  frequently  deli-  surface  was  partial  or  circumscribed  ; 

rium   was    present.     The  secrnions  the  tongue,  which   at   first    was    but 

were  altered  in  character  and  dimin-  slightly   changed,  as  the  disease  ad- 
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vances,  becomes  dark  and  almost 
black  ;  the  bowels  were  torpid,  and 
loaded  with  dark  fcecal  matters. 
The  sensibility  of  the  skin  was  al- 
most entirely  lost  :  epispastics  pro- 
duced no  eflect.  The  muscular  sys- 
tem was  without  power,  and  the  mind 
prostrated.  Stupor,  delirium,  con- 
vulsions, hiccough,  involuntary  dis- 
charges, with  blotches,  and  gangrene 
of  the  extremities,  marked  the  last 
periods  of  the  disease." 

"  The  duration  of  this  form  of  fe- 
ver was  various  according  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  attack,  and  the  amount 
of  congestion.  In  both  the  varieties 
of  the  epidemic,  the  functions  of  the 
liver,  kidney,  and  skin  were  always 
in  great  disorder.  Sometimes  there 
was  a  redundant  secretion  of  bile  and 
urine,  and  at  others,  both  secretions 
were  suspended.  In  many  instances 
which  fell  under  my  observation,  the 
skin  was  thoroughly  jaundiced,  it 
was  almost  alwa\'s  dry  and  husky. 
Local  affections  were  very  generally 
complicated  with  the  fever  in  the 
first  stage  of  the  disease.  The  spleen 
and  lungs  were  seldom  attacked  with 
inflammation,  but  were,  during  the 
first  stage,  always  considerably  en- 
gorged. But  the  organs  principally 
affected  by  the  congestion,  were  the 
liver  and  brain,  the  functions  of 
which  were  so  much  interrupted  or 
impaired  as  to  be  productive  of  the 
most  alarming  consequences." 

"  The  treatment  resorted  to  dur- 
ing the  cold  stage,  was  such  as  ap- 
peared suited  to  shorten  its  duration, 
consisting  chiefly  of  warm  diluting 
drinks,  warm  bath,  occasionally 
warm  toddy,  and  stimulating  appli- 
cations to  the  extremities.  As  soon 
as  the  system  fairly  reacted,  the  use 
of  the  lancet  was  decidedly  called 
for,  and  the  effect  was  always  bene- 
ficial. But  when  the  reaction  was 
imperfect  and  feeble,  the  most  inju- 
rious results  would  have  ensued 
upon  the  sanie  treatment.  When 
the  heat  of  the  surface  was  consider- 
able, with  headaclie  and  full  pulse 
dctompanied  with  much  thirst,  bleed- 


ing always  proved  of  great  advan- 
tage, and  cathartic  medicines  subse- 
quently operated  much  more  effi- 
ciently." 

"  Purgatives,  conjoined  with  local 
bleeding,  according  to  circumstances, 
were  of  great  importance  where  the 
reaction  was  imperfect.  When  the 
heat  of  the  surface  was  unequal,  the 
senses  impaired,  and  the  secretions 
suspended,  with  a  slight  disposition 
to  vomit,  no  medicine  was  so  efficient 
as  tartar  emetic  and  ipecacuan,  ia 
full  doses,  aided  by  the  warm  bath. 
The  temperature  of  the  body  woujp 
become  equable,  the  secretory  organs* 
would  resunje  their  offices,  and  a  co- 
pious discharge  of  bilious  matter  by 
vomiting,  would  leave  the  patient 
comparatively  free  from  uneasiness, 
perspiring  freely  and  disposed  to 
sleep." 

"  Emetics  used  with  discrimina- 
tion, had  more  influence  in  produc- 
ing reaction,  than  any  other  reme- 
dies that  I  have  used,  but  in  cases 
where  great  gastric  irritability  exist- 
ed, they  would  probably  have  proved 
fatal.  In  these  latter  cases,  the  nau- 
sea was  promptly  relieved  by  blis- 
ters. As  cooperating  to  the  same 
end,  the  saline  mixture,  soda  water, 
lime  water  and  milk,  porter,  infusion 
of  Colombo,  mint  water  and  lauda- 
num, and  laudanum  administered  as 
an  enema,  were  highly  useful." 

"  In  all  cases  where  general  ex- 
citement quickly  succeeded  the  use 
of  an  emetic,  and  the  other  means 
above  noticed,  bloodletting  should 
always  be  premised,  before  the  ad- 
ministration of  purgatives.  Of  this 
latter  class,  the  mild  ones  proved 
most  beneficial.  When  the  liver 
was  involved  in  the  diseased  action, 
I  generally  used  calomel,  and  follow- 
ed it  up  with  different  saline  purga- 
tives, alone,  or  conibined  with  senna, 
or  the  castor  oil  ;  their  action  should 
be  promoted  by  enemata  ;  these  re- 
move the  torpidity  of  the  bowels, 
and  are  sufficiently  active  to  evacu- 
ate the  contents  of  the  bowels  which 
are  dark  and  tar-like.'' 
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"  Drastic  purgatives  were  inadmis- 
sible ;  watery,  and  frequently  bloody 
discharges,  and  great  exhaustion  fol- 
lowing their  exhibition.  Whenever 
the  secretion  of  bile  is  produced  by 
the  action  of  purgatives,  the  fever, 
pain,  thirst,  oppression,  and  restless- 
ness soon  abates,  and  the  other  se- 
cretions being  restored,  the  disease 
speedily  yields.  It  is  often  useful  to 
unite  with  the  laxatives,  the  antimo- 
nials,  in  order  to  relax  the  cutaneous 
surface.  Diuretics  and  sudorifics,  as 
spiritus  mindereri  and  laudanunri, 
James's  powder,  spiritus  nitr.  dulc, 
nitrate  of  potash,  serpentaria  tea, 
warm  drinks,  as  toast  and  water,  le- 
monade, tamarind  water,  &c.  were 
given  to  allay  thirst,  and  keep  up 
the  discharge  from  the  surface.  If 
there  existed  any  derangement  in 
the  cutaneous  system,  as  partial  per- 
spiration ;  sponging  the  body  with 
tepid  vinegar  and  water,  was  benefi- 
cial by  increasing  the  discharge  from 
the  skin.  When  the  excitement  is 
high,  skin  hot  and  dry,  and 
great  thirst,  cold  acid  drinks,  and 
sponging  the  body  with  cold  vinegar 
and  water,  proved  a  valuable  auxilia- 
ry in  subduing  arterial  action." 

"  Tonics. — Wine  and  bark,  sul- 
phate of  quinine  in  porter,  columba 
and  gentian  tea,  quassia  and  orange 
peel,  are  tonics  of  great  efficacy  in 
preventing  the  recurrence  of  a  pa- 
roxysm of  fever,  and  preserving  from 
relapses.  When  circumstances  would 
admit  it,  a  removal  from  a  low,  damp 
situation,  to  a  more  elevated  one, 
conduced  very  much  to  a  speedy  re- 
covery.'"' 

"  Dint  during  convalescence,  light 
and  nutritious  ;  exercise  moderate  : 
recovery  usually  followed  in  eight 
or  ten  days." 

VI.— Geo.  V\^  Carpenter,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, gives  an  account,  in  tlie 
American  Journal,  of  a  new  article 
denominated  jpiperi/ie,  which  is  ob- 
tained from  the  black  pepper. 

It   has   been  employed   by   many 


physicians  of  Philadelphia  and  else- 
where, and  is  esteemed  by  them  a 
superior  remedy  to  the  quinine  in 
intermittent  fevers,  typhus,  and  pe- 
riodical headache.  The  following 
formula  is  given  for  its  preparation  : — 
"  Digest  one  pound  of  coarsely 
powdered  black  pepper  in  one  gallon 
of  alcohol  for  ten  days,  distil  off  one 
half  of  the  alcohol  in  a  wiiter  bath, 
add  by  degrees  diluted  muriatic  acid, 
to  hold  in  solution  the  piperine,  then 
add  water  to  precipitate  the  resin 
and  separate  the  oil,  a  muriate  of  pi- 
perine  remaining  in  solution  ;  con- 
centrate the  solution  by  evaporation, 
and  add  pure  potass  to  decompose 
it  and  neutralize  the  acid,  when  the 
piperine,  in  consequence  of  the  di- 
luted state  of  the  alcohol,  and  the 
absence  of  the  muriatic  acid,  will  be 
deposited  in  yellowish  transparent 
crystals." 

VII. — MotVs  Ligature  of  the  Com- 
mon Iliac  Artery. 
In  the  last  number  of  the  Ameri- 
can Journal,  there  is  a  minute  ac- 
count of  a  successful  operation  per- 
formed on  the  arteria  iiiaca  commu- 
nis^ for  the  cure  of  Aneurism,  by  Dr. 
Valentine  Mott  of  New-Yoi  k.  This 
is  the  first  attempt  which  has  ever 
been  made  to  apply  the  ligature  to 
so  large  a  vessel  without  dividing 
the  peritoneum.  The  patient  reco- 
vered perfectly  ;  without  experienc- 
ing much  greater  inconvenience  from 
the  operation,  than  would  arise  from 
a  common  flesh  wound. 

VIII. — Notices  of  some  Anomalous 
Cases  of  Dropsy.  By  JN.  Chap- 
man, M.D. 

Dr.  Chapman  believes  that  in  some 
cases  the  bloodvessels  may,  instead 
of  a  serous  effusion,  secrete  a  gas, 
which  by  some  unknown  process 
may  be  converted  into  a  fluid  state. 
In  confirmation  of  the  opinion  that 
the  bloodvessels  can  and  do  exorcise 
this  function  ;  beside  the  authority 
f)f  Mr.  Hunter,  he  adduces  the  fol- 
lowing instauce  : — 
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"  A  boy  having  become  heated 
and  fatigued  by  skating,  laid  down 
on  the  ice,  and  after  a  time  was 
seized  with  colic,  attended  by  a  dis- 
tention of  the  abdomen,  amounting 
to  tympanites.  By  carminatives, 
opiates,  and  external  warmth,  he 
was  speedily  relieved  of  the  pain, 
but  on  our  next  visit  a  few  days  af- 
terwards, we  were  astonished  to  find 
that  he  labored  under  ascites,  with 
a?dema  of  the  lower  extremities, 
which  proved  exceedingly  tedious, 
though  he  finally  recovered.'' 

A'  lady  after  eating  watermelon 
and  some  other  truit,  was  seized  with 
colic  and  tympanitic  distention,  and 
on  examination,  was  found  to  have 
confirmed  ascites. 

It  seems  that  dropsy  may  he  in- 
duced by  repelled  perspiration,  or,  in 
other  words,  by  inverted  action  of 
the  exhalants.  It  was  produced  in 
one  instance  by  taking  cold,  on 
coming  out  of  a  hot  bath  ;  and  in 
another  by  using  the  cold  bath  when 
extremely  hot. 

These  anomalous  cases,  Dr.  C. 
lliinks  may  be  reconciled  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  universal  and  insepara- 
ble connection  of  dropsy  with  in- 
flammation, by  supposing,  that  in 
the  first  two  cases,  the  irritation  was 
extended  to  the  peritoneum  exciting 
phlognsis, — and  in  the  others,  there 
was  a  metastasis  of  the  irritative  im- 
pression made  on  the  dernmid,  to 
the  serous  tissue,  and  the  effusion 
resulted  accordingl}'. 

IX. — The  following  interesting 
case  of  an  anomaly  of  vision  was 
comnjiinicated  to  Dr.  Godman  of 
Philadel[)hia,  by  RubEiNS  Peale, 
Esq.  the  uncle  of  the  young  man  in 
question. 

"  When  he  was  about  seven  years 
old,  his  father,  who  was  a  distin- 
guished artist,  began  to  give  him  les- 
sons in  drawing.  He  was  surprised, 
however,  to  find  that  whatever  ob- 
ject he  aftemptod  to  delineate  he 
uniformly  inverted.  If  ordered  to 
make  a  drawing:  of  a  candle  and  can- 


dlestick set  before  him,  he  invariaidy 
drew  it  with  the  base  represented  in 
the  air,  and  the  flame  downwards. 
If  it  was  a  chair  or  table  he  was  set 
to  copy,  the  same  result  was  the 
consequence ;  the  feet  were  repre- 
sented in  the  air  and  the  upper  part 
of  the  object  whatever  it  might  be 
was  turned  to  tlie  ground.  His  fa- 
ther perplexed  at  what  he  consider- 
ed the  perversity  of  the  boy,  threat- 
ened and  even  did  punish  hiu?  for  his 
supposed  folly.  VViien  questioned 
on  the  subject  the  youth  answered 
that  he  drefv  the  objects  exactly  as 
he  saw  them,  and  as  his  drawings 
were  in  other  respects  quite  accu- 
rate, there  was  no  reason  to  doubt 
his  statement.  Whenever  an  object 
was  inverted  previous  to  his  drawing 
it,  the  drawing  was  made  to  repre- 
sent it  in  its  proper  position,  showing 
that  the  sensations  received  from  the 
e3'e  were  exactly  correspondent  with 
the  inverted  pictures  formed  on  the 
retina.  This  condition  of  his  vision 
was  observed  to  continue  more  than 
a  year,  when  his  case  gradually 
ceased  to  attract  attention,  which 
was  when  he  was  about  eight  years 
old.  Since  that  time  he  has  insensi- 
bly acquired  the  habit  of  seeing 
things  in  their  natural  position." 

Another  case  is  mentioned  of  a 
distinguished  lawyer  of  Philadelphia, 
who,  for  some  time,  saw  every  thing 
inverted  ;  houses  standing  on  their 
roofs,  men  on  their  heads,  &c.  This 
defect  of  vision  was  occasioned  by 
disorder  of  the  stomach,  and  went 
ofi"on  that  organ  being  restored  to  a 
healthy  condition. 

There  are  several  other  interesting 
cases  of  anomaly  of  vision  on  record, 
among  which  is  that  of  Dr.  Wollas- 
ton,  who  after  using  violent  exercise, 
found  he  could  see  but  half  of  a  man 
whom  he  met.  In  atten)piing  to 
read  the  nanie  Johnson  over  a  door, 
he  saw  oidy  son,  the  commence- 
ment of  the  word  being  invisible. 
The  afiection  was  but  of  short  dura- 
tion. 
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III. 

HOSPITAL      REPORT. 

Case  of  Ascites. 
Mrs.  A.  Ryan,  aged  34,     Entered 
tlie  Hiispital  June  14th,  1827.      As- 
cites followed  dysentery,   which  oc- 
curred during  pregnancy.       Was  at- 
tacked   with   dysentery  nine  months 
ago.      The  disease  was  very  severe, 
and  lasted  many  weeks.     Swelling  of 
the  abdomen  was  noticed  about  seven 
months  since.    Has  been  tapped  four 
times.       After  the   first  operation   a 
tumor  was  observed  in  the  right   hy- 
pochondriiini,  tender  and  prominent. 
Blisters   were    applied    over   it,    and 
mercuriiils  given  ;  the  tumor  was  not 
perceptible  after  the  second  tapping. 
The  greatest  quantity  of    water   re- 
moved   by  one  operation  was  eight- 
een quarts.      The  last   removed  six- 
teen quarts,  and  was  performed  ele- 
ven days  since.  Qidema  of  the  lower 
extremities  has    frequently    required 
scarification.      She  has  been  tapped 
only    when    dyspnoea  has  demanded 
it.       Much    diflficulty    has    been    en- 
countered in  the  management  of  this 
case  from  the  great  irritability  of  the 
stomach    which   has   marked   all    its 
periods.      The  remedies  usually  em- 
ployed   in    this   disease    have    never 
failed  to  excite  distressing   and    con- 
tinned  nausea,  or  constant  vomiting. 
After  the  third  tapping  a  new  trial  was 
made  of  these  remedies,  and  of  some 
which  had  not  been  employed  in  this 
case,  but  with  no  better  success.   The 
abdomen  again  filled  up,  and  partly  to 
relieve  dyspnosa,  and  partly  to  exam- 
ine the  abdomen  more  accurately  than 
it  could  be  doneduring  distent  ion,  she 
was  tapped  4lh  of  July,  and  ]  1  quar; ; 
of  water  drawn  c)(f.      Among  the  re- 
medies which  had  not  been  employ- 
ed   before,    were    tincture    of   kino, 
acetate  of  potass,  extract  and  infusion 
of  lactuca,  and  suportartrale  of  pot- 
ass and  jalap  coiobinod  and  alone.   I 
made  trial  of  those.  Various  changes 
occurred  under  their  use.  From  neith- 
er was  so  much  benefit  derived  as  from 
the  tincture  of  kino  in  full  doses  and 


repeated  as  many  as  four  times  a 
day.  The  bowels  ren)ained  free 
under  its  use.  No  permanent  benefit 
however  was  received  from  any  of 
them,  and  on  the  28lh  July  the  ab- 
domen had  reached  its  greatest  de- 
gree of  distention.  The  record  from 
the  notes  of  that  day  says  : 

July  28ih,  Urine  19  ounces  in  24 
hours.  Two  dejections  daily.  Omit 
present  medicine,  and  of  the  fol- 
lowing, 

R.  Ol.  Croton  Tis:.  ?tt.  i. 
Pulv.  Aloes,  gr.  ij. 
Mac.  Acaciae  Gum.  q.  s.      M.  ft.  Pil. 

No.  ij. 

take  one  pill  this  morning,  and  if  no 
distress  at  stomach  nor  purging,  take 
the  other  tomorrow  morning. 

29lh.  Eight  dejections,  very  co- 
pious, watery.  Pulse  96.  By  meas- 
ure size  reported  one  inch  less  ;  ab- 
domen apparently  less  full.  Did  not 
repeat  pill.  Tomorrow  morning  a 
pill,  fasting. 

30th.  Urine  as  on  28th.  Six  de- 
jections like  those  of  28th. 

31st.   Two  similar  dejections. 

Aug.  1st.  Took  a  "pill  of  28th,, 
fasting.  Eiglu  dejections  as  before. 
Nausea,  with  some  vomiling. 

2d.  One  inch  less  by  niensure. 
One  dejection  this  morning.  Repeat 
pill  of  croton  tomorrow  mornings 
fasting. 

3d  and  4th.  Alvine  discharges  not 
counted  ;  very  frequent,  copious,  wa- 
tery ;  stomach  very  irritable  ;  ex- 
hausted.     Got  an  astringent  cordial. 

5th  and  6ih.  Three  dejections 
each  day.  Abdomen  less  by  meas- 
ure, by  an  inch  a  day.  Patient  feels 
and  looks  much  better  than  at  any 
former  period.  Says  she  shall  soou 
be  as  small  as  any  body. 

R.  Ol.  Croton  Tig.  gtt.  i. 

Pulv.  Aloe?,  gr.  vj.     M.  fl.  Pil.  No.  iv. 

One    at    bedtime,    and    one    in    the 
morning  if  no  purging. 

It  is  uunecessary  to  continue  tha 
daily  report.  The  abdomen  con- 
stantly lessened  ;  sometimes  half  aa 
inch,  and   sometimes  a   full  inch  in 
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twenty-four  hours.  The  change  in 
shape  was  permanent.  It  began  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen.  Tlie 
abdomen  seemed  to  sink  as  it  does 
from  subsidence  of  the  womb  in  preg- 
nancy. There  had  been  anasarca 
of  the  abdominal  parietes,  and  much 
of  lower  extremities.  These  gradu- 
ally disappeared.  She  rarely  if  ever 
repeated  the  pill  in  the  same  twenty 
four  hours,  and  when  the  quantity  of 
the  croton  oil  was  but  a  fourth  of  a 
drop  in  the  pill,  such  were  its  effects 
on  the  bowels,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  omit  two  or  three  days,  before 
taking  another.  She  rarely  took 
more  than  four  of  them  a  week. 

September  2d.  Urine  reported  to 
have  gradually  increased  of  late.  Let 
it  be  measured. 

3d.  By  measure,  36  ounces  of 
urine. 

Oct.  5th.  Took  pill  last  night,  \ 
of  a  drop.  Reports  to-day  ten  co- 
pious, watery  discharges.  Vomited 
twice.  Urine  42  ounces.  Says  she 
is  only  one  inch  larger  than  after 
tapping. 

This  patient  continued  under  my 
care  till  the  9th  November  ;  then 
went  into  the  country,  in  good  health. 
Her  complexion  good,  lips  red  ;  ap 
petite,  bowels,  urine  natural.  After 
the  dropsy  had  quite  or  nearly  gone, 
she  took  with  advantage  to  her  gene- 
ral health  the  viistura  fcrri  composi- 
ta.  It  was  given  with  a  view  to 
amenorrhoea,  which  had  begun  with 
the  disease  ;  for  it  may  be  recollect- 
ed the  dysentery  upon  which  the 
dropsy  supervened  occurred  during 
pregnancy,  and  the  catamenia  has 
not  appeared  since. 

This  patient  came  from  the  coun- 
try to  see  me  in  December.  Her 
health  was  good,  and  the  catamenia 
was  re-established.  It  is  worthy  re- 
mark, that  there  was  no  correspond- 
ence between  the  relief  of  the  as- 
cites, and  the  increase  of  the  renal 
excretion.  This  last  did  not  take 
place  until  the  dropsy  had  manifestly 
and  greatly  diminished.  The  ana- 
sarca of  the  lower  extremities  rapidly 


went  off,  and  left  the  limbs  very  sore 
and  painful.  Bandaging  afforded 
great  relief.  A  bandage  was  also 
applied  towards  the  close  of  the  dis- 
ease, over  the  abdomen. 

This  case  is  not  reported  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  any  new  prin- 
ciple in  the  treatment  of  dropsy.  It 
has  long  been  known  that  a  steady 
use  of  remedies  which  produce  co- 
pious and  watery  discharges,  has 
been  curative.  Elaterium,  and  simi- 
lar articles,  had  been  fairly  tried  in 
this  case,  but  the  stomach  would  not 
bear  them,  and  the  general  health 
was  greatly  impaired  by  their  exhi- 
bition. The  oil  of  croton  was  borne 
by  the  stomach,  and  under  its  use 
the  patient  recovered. 

W.  Channing. 
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Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New -York.  pp. 
63.     Albany. 

Statute  meeting  in  Albany,  Feb. 
5th,  1827.  Communications  were 
read  by  Dr.  Hosack,  and  from  Dr. 
A.  Hull  on  an  improved  Truss,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  put  on  file.  Va- 
rious other  communications  were  re- 
ceived and  disposed  of.  The  sub- 
ject of  Intemperance  has  been  much 
attended  to  by  various  county  socie- 
ties, and  communications  respecting 
it  were  made  at  this  meeting,  and 
committed.  The  z6ai  every  where 
manifested  in  our  country  on  this 
important  subject,  will  be  gratefully 
acknowledged  by  all  who  feel  an  in- 
terest in  the  moral  and  religious 
progress  of  the  country.  Dr.  Manly, 
from  the  committee  on  Prize  Ques- 
tions, reported  the  following, — Thb 
History,  Causes,  and  Treatment 
or  Typhous  Fever  ;  and  moved  thai 
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the  above  be  the  sole  prize  question 
for  1829,  and  that  the  premium  be 
One  Hundred  Dollars, — which  was 
agreed  to. 

Feb.  6.  A  variety  of  business  was 
transacted  in  the  forenoon,  and  at  4, 
P.  M.  the  President,  Dr.  T.  Roraeyn 
Beck,  delivered  the  annual  address. 
Thanks  were  voted,  and  a  copy  ask- 
ed for  the  press. 

Feb.  7th.  The  committee  on  the 
subject  of  Intemperance  reported  the 
following  resolutions  with  a  pream- 
ble. 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Society,  the  habitual  msg  of 
ardent  spirits  is  not  a  source  of 
strength  and  vigor,  but  that  it  is  gen- 
erally productive  of  weakness  and 
disease. 

''  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Society,  ardent  spirits  are  not 
a  preventive  of  disease  under  any 
circumstances,  but  that  more  fre- 
quently their  use  predisposes  the 
body  to  the  reception  of  complaints 
of  an  aggravated  form. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  will 
discourage  the  intemperate  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  as  far  as  their  example 
and  influence  extend. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  free  and  ha- 
bitual use  of  wine  and  fermented  li- 
quors, is  often  the  source  of  obstinate 
and  incurable  diseases,  and  that  al- 
though their  moderate  use  may,  un- 
der some  circumstances,  be  benefi- 
cial in  giving  activity  and  vigor  to 
the  system,  yet  their  use  in  many 
cases  is  often  carried  too  far,  and 
continued  to  the  injury  of  the  con- 
stitution." 

After  some  other  business  the  So- 
ciety adjourned.  Following  the 
Transactions  is  an  appendix,  contaiu- 
ing  the  revised  statute  concerning 
the  Medical  Profession, — Bye-Laws 
of  the  Society, —  Classification  of 
Counties, — Medical  Prize  Fund., — 


Standing  Committee  on  Bye- Laws 
of  County  Medical  Societies, — Re- 
gulations concerning  Prize  Disserta- 
tions,— Schedule  of  Donations  to 
the  Medical  Prize  Fund, — Lists  of 
Members. 

The  Annual  Address  closes  the 
volume.  The  subject  of  the  Address 
is  Medical  Evidence.  As  a  writ- 
er on  Medical  Jurisprudence  Dr. 
Beck  is  top  well  known,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  recommend  this  very  inter- 
esting paper  to  the  attention  of  the 
profession. 


Some  gentlemen  to  whom  this 
publication  has  been  addressed,  have 
returned  the  number  sent  without 
putting  their  names  on  it.  Turning 
the  envelope  and  leaving  the  direc- 
tion inside,  or  putting  the  name  in 
pencil  on  the  paper,  would  inform 
the  publisher  by  whom  sent  back. 


It  is  ascertained  from  the  Post- 
master in  this  city  that  the  postage 
of  this  Journal  is  the  same  as  for  a 
newspaper. 


Some  exchange  papers  are  still  di- 
rected to  the  "  Medical  Intelligenc- 
er." The  publishers  will  please  alter 
to  the  proper  direction. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OF     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  March  1,  at  noon. 
Febrxiary  21.  Edward  Ivers,  jr.  12  mo. 

23.  William  R.  Wait,  10 

24.  Ann  Cole,  10 
William  Henry  Shaw,     7  yr«. 
John  Wills,  29 

25.  Judith  Bishop,  6  w. 

26.  Catharine  C.  Green,       3  yr«. 
Capt.  John  Thompson, 39 
DaTid  C.  Waterman,      2  mo. 

Horace  L.  Coburn,         6  yra. 

28.  Child  of  Mary  Bracket,  3  w, 

Diteaaes.     Consumption,  2 — Croup,   2-— 

Dropsy    in   the  bead,  1 — Hooping  cough,  1 — 

Infantile,  1 — Lung  fever,    1 — Salt  rheum,  1 — 

Unknown,!.  Males,  7— Females,  4.  Total, 11. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ATIlENEUxM: 

OK,  SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES, 
NO,  95,    NEW  SERIES. 

JUST  published  by  John  Cotton,  184, 
Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St. 

Contents, — The  Bachelor's  Beat,  No. 
III.— The  Death-Day  of  Korner— "  Thou 
•walkest  in  Brigrhtness" — The  Days  of 
Coeiir  tie  Lion.  Part  II. — Francis  of  Aus- 
tria— The  Meetings  of  the  Brothers — The 
Man  with  the  Appetite.  A  Case  of  Dis- 
tress— The  Ungrateful  Stranger.  A  Nor- 
wegian Sketch — Fairy  Favours — Love 
without  Doubt.  A  Tale  founded  on  Fact — 
Rural  Economy  : — The  Sun  Flower  ;  To 
Increase  the  Odor  of  Roses  ;  Scions  ;  How 
to  destroy  Caterpillars  in  an  Orchard ; 
Method  of  Forcing  Figs — The  Auberge — ■ 
The  Resignation  of  Bishop  VVulslan — Va- 
rieties:— Glory  ;  Reward  of  Honesty,  &c. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  poor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruption?  of  any  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

SULPHUR  BATH.— Dr.  R.  has,  at 
his  house,  a  private  Sulphur  Balk  on  an 
improved  plan,  which  he  will  administer 
in  cases  of  Kiieumatism,  and  affections  of 
the  skin  which  require  it. 

Head  of  Franklin  Place,  Boston. 

eop6t 

DENARCOTIZED  OPIUVI  &  LAUDA 
NUM,  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  &c. 

LOWE  &  REED,  44,  Hanover  Street, 
at  the  head  of  Elm  Street,  have  late- 
ly received  a  supply  of  Denarcotized  Opi- 
um and  Laudanum. — Also  on  hand  Euro- 
pean Leeches;  fresh  Vaccine  Matter, 
taken  by  a  physician  of  this  city  with 
particular  care  :  together  with  a  large 
stock  of  drugs  of  every  kind. 

Lowe  Sc  Reed,  late  Reed  &  Howard, 
keep  constantly  on  hand,  their  Cure  for 
Intemperance, -which  has  recently  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  Physicians 
of  this  city, — been  used  by  the  Society  for 
suppressing  Intemperance,  and  adopted  in 
the  House  of   Correction   as  preferable  to 


that  of  Chambers.     Price  ^2.50.     A  libe- 
ral discount  made  to  charitable  Societies. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  &c. 

SAMUEL  N,  BREWER  &  BROTH- 
ERS have  just  received  a  large  in- 
voice oi  Surgical  hislruntents,  which  they 
will  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms  at 
their  Store, — Sign  of  the  Good  Samaritan, 
90  and  92,  Wasldngton  St.,  Avherc  is  also 
for  sale  a  large  assortment  of  Drui^s,  Med- 
icines, Chemical  and  Ehclrical Apparatus, 
and  other  articles  that  are  usually  kept 
in  Druggists'  stores. 

*jj.*  A  few  pounds  of  tiie  genuine  Liv- 
encorl,  Hepatica  triloba,  for  consumptive 
complaints,  for  sale  as  above,         Iaft6t. 

RETAIL  DRUG  STORE. 

HENRY  WHITE  would  inform  his 
friends  and  the  public,  that  he  has 
now  established  himself  as  a  retail  drug- 
gist, at  No.  188,  Washington  Street,  op- 
posite the  Marlboro'  Hotel,  where  Physi- 
cians and  Families  may  depend  on  the 
most  strict  and  personal  attention  to  their 
orders. — No  Medicines  will  be  put  up  un- 
less of  the  tirst  quality. 

N.  B.  Medicines  delivered  at  any  hour 
of  the  night. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

Corner  of  Washington  and  Winter  Sis., 

HAS  received,  by  the  late  arrivals 
from  France  and  England,  his  fall 
supply  of  Drugs,  Medicines,  and  Sur- 
geons' Instruments  ;  among  them  are, 
delphine,  brucine,  emetine,  strychnine, 
morphine,  veratrine,  narcotine,  sulphate 
of  quinine,  sulphate  of  rhubarb,  drop 
glasses,  stomach  tubes,  needles  for  acu- 
puncture, &c.  &c. 


VACCINE  iMATTER. 

THE  subscribers  having  received  fre- 
quent applications  lor  vaccine  mat- 
ter, which  they  were  unable  to  supply, 
have  now  made  arrangements  to  keep  a 
constant  supply  of  it,  taken  from  select 
and  healthy  patients.  They  will  receive 
it  fresh,  daily  ;  and  all  had  of  them  may 
be  relied  on. 

SAMUEL  N.  BREWER  &  BROTHERS, 
Drugsiists. 
At  the  sign  of  The  Good  Samaritan,  90 
and  92,  Washington  Street. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  pkid  within  the  year. 
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I. 

CASES    OF    CUTANEOUS    DISEASES. 

1.  Psoriasis  Inveterata, 
The  following  case  is  striking 
for  the  extent  of  the  disease,  its 
severity,  and  long  continuance. 
It  yielded  very  slowly  to  reme- 
dies, and  its  occasional  parox- 
ysms, if  such  they  may  be  called, 
were  always  periods  of  great  suf- 
fering to  the  patient.  It  was  al- 
so striking  for  the  rapidity  with 
which  changes  occurred  ;  and  the 
most  remarkable  of  these  was  the 
suddenness  with  which  the  symp- 
toms would  become  worse. 

A.  Tapper,  aetat.  25,  entered 
the  Hospital  Feb.  28th.  The 
disease  was  of  two  years'  stand- 
ing, and  exhibited  the  following 
appearances.  Almost  the  whole 
surface  is  of  a  deep  red  color, 
covered  with  scales  which  are 
easily  displaced,  and  are  left  in 
great  quantity  in  the  bed,  and 
about  her  clothes.  Nearly  a 
quart  have  been  collected  at  one 
time,  some  ot  them  more  than  an 
inch  in  size.  On  the  legs  the 
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disease  presents  an  appearance 
of  crusts,  with  great  inflammation 
beneath  them,  where  the  surface 
is  visible.  Fissures  exist  in  va- 
rious parts,  and  from  these  a  fluid 
oozes  described  as  hot  and  scald- 
ing. General  health  not  impair- 
ed. The  nights  are  restless. 
Tongue  clean  ;  bowels  tolerably 
regular  ;  pulse  100. 

The  treatment  began  with  the 
external  application  of  the  decoc- 
tion of  the  Solanum  Dulcamara  ; 
and  to  the  sorest  parts  the  un- 
guent, stramonii  was  directed. 
Magnesia  was  sprinkled  over 
moist  parts.  The  diet  was  regu- 
lated, and  cooling  laxatives  were 
occasionally  given.  Temporary 
benefit  only  was  obtained  from 
these  remedies,  and  on  the  27th 
of  March,  an  alterative  course  of 
calomel  and  antimony  was  begun. 

30th.  Complains  of  being  very 
ill.  Face  and  eyelids  much  swol- 
len and  tender,  appearing  as  in  a 
patient  under  variola.  Pulse  116; 
headache  ;  bowels  costive.  A 
cathartic  ;  and  at  bed  time  con- 
tinue   alterative    pill.     The   day 
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following,  was  found  much  re- 
lieved. The  pill  was  omitted, 
and  on  the  1st  of  April,  was  di- 
rected the  tincture  of  the  oxyrau- 
riate  of  mercury,  in  doses  of  xxv. 
drops  night  and  morning,  adding  one 
drop  to  each  dose.  The  stomach 
was  much  disturbed  by  the  drops, 
and  they  were  omitted  on  the 
fifth  day  after  beginning  their  use. 

The  treatment  from  omitting 
the  tincture  to  June  21st,  had  for 
its  object  the  restoration  of 
healthy  functions  to  the  stomach 
and  bowels  ;  and  to  the  means 
employed,  was  added  sulphur, 
with  a  view  to  its  specific  etfects 
in  cutaneous  diseases.  Much 
amendment  occurred  during  this 
course.  On  the  14th  of  May  the 
skin  was  so  much  improved  that 
the  sulphur  fumigation  was  direct- 
ed. June  2d  this  was  omitted, 
on  account  of  headache,  which  al- 
ways followed  the  bath.  To  this 
the  patient  had  been  long  subject, 
but  it  was  obviously  increased  by 
the  fumigation.  The  necessity 
of  giving  up  this  remedy  was  re- 
gretted, as  the  skin  was  decidedly 
benefited  by  it.  Her  nights  were 
rendered  comfortable  by  the  ex- 
tract of  hyosciaraus.  The  report 
of  the  16th  of  June  states  that 
the  skin  never  has  looked  better 
since  she  entered  the  house. 

June  21st.  Without  obvious 
cause,  the  disease  is  greatly  ag- 
gravated. The  skin  is  every 
where  sore, — of  a  purplish  color 
where  exposed;  bright  red,  where 
covered.  Some  disorder  of  the 
stomach,  but  appetite  continues. 
Active  means  were  at  once  em- 
ployed to  prevent  or  diminish  the 
attack,  such  as  an  emetic  and  ca- 
thartics, but  ineffectually.  The 
skin  almost  at  once  became  as  se- 
riously affected  as  before,  and 
continued  so  with  only  temporary 


abatement  for  many  weeks.  In 
October  a  trial  was  made  of 
Swaira's  Panacea.  It  was  con- 
tinued along  with  decoction  of 
sarsaparilla,  with  only  an  interval 
of  a  day  or  two,  for  about  three 
weeks,  and  was  then  given  up  on 
account  of  swelling  and  soreness 
of  the  gums.  On  the  21st  great 
weakness  was  complained  of  ;  se- 
vere pain  in  the  head  ;  excessive 
heat  of  skin,  and  some  delirium 
was  reported  to  have  occurred 
in  the  night.  These  symptoms 
were  of  a  day's  continuance  only. 
Some  improvement  was  noticed 
while  u^ing  the  panacea,  and  this 
continued  after  its  discontinuance. 
How  far  this  depended  on  the 
mercury  contained  in  that  medi- 
cine, the  presence  of  which  was 
manifested  by  the  state  of  the 
gums,  it  seemed  proper  to  ascer- 
tain by  the  use  of  a  known  and 
manageable  preparation  of  mer- 
cury. 

Nov.  nth.  R.  Tinct.  Hyd. 
oxymuriat.  gtt.  xl.  night  and 
morning. 

The  above  dose  was  continued 
till  the  18th,  then  took  fifty  drops 
twice  a  day.  Dec.  3d.  Sixty 
drops.  Skin  decidedly  better. 
16th,  nausea  after  tincture  ;  di- 
minish to  forty  drops.  30th,  in- 
crease to  fifty.  This  course  was 
continued  according  to  circum- 
stances to  March  3d,  with  gradu- 
al amendment  of  the  skin.  The 
skin  at  this  date  is  very  much  im- 
proved. The  stomach  is  disturb- 
ed by  the  tincture,  and  it  is  di- 
rected to  be  omitted.  From  this 
time  to  leaving  house,  the  patient 
took  the  mistura  ferri  composite, 
with  great  improvement  of  the 
general  health.  She  gained  flesh 
rapidly,  and  on  the  8th  of  April 
the  skin  discovered  but  slight  re- 
mains of  the  disease. 
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2.  Eczema  Impetiginodes. 

J.  W.  P.  aged  25.  April  6th. 
The  disease  in  this  case  occurred 
many  years  ago,  and  was  princi- 
pally confined  to  the  back;  \vithin 
eight  or  ten  years  it  has  greatly 
extended  itself.  For  two  years 
has  had  dyspepsia.  The  recent 
eruptions  consist  of  small  red 
spots,  not  hard,  a  little  elevated, 
and  terminating  in  the  centre  with 
an  accuminated  vesicle.  These 
vesicles  are  for  the  most  part  re- 
moved, or  destroyed  by  scratch- 
ing. Older  eruptions  are  cover- 
ed with  dry  cuticle,  and  in  some 
places,  small  scales,  which  seem 
to  have  arisen  in  consequence 
partly  of  blood  effused  by  scratch- 
ing. Where  the  eruption  has  sub- 
sided spots  of  a  somewhat  livid 
color  remain.  Much  itching  and 
stinging  are  present.  Eruptions 
although  frequent,  are  scattered, 
not  occurring  in  clusters.  Face 
and  breast  almost  free  and  only 
a  few  on  the  hands.  None  on  the 
feet,  but  other  parts  of  the  body 
very  much  covered.  He  states 
that  the  eruption  is  very  much  in- 
creased by  aromatics,  and  other 
stimulants  taken  internally.  For 
three  years  his  life  has  been  sed- 
entary ;  before,  active  ;  suffered 
from  dyspepsia  while  active. 
Countenance  and  complexion 
healthy,  and  even  firm.  Hair 
chesnut,  eyes  blue. 

The  treatment  of  this  case  had 
for  its  object  the  restoration  of 
the  healthy  functions  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  and  the  cure  of 
the  cutaneous  disease.  For  the 
first  the  diet  was  exactly  regu- 
lated, and  free  exercise  abroad 
enjoined  on  the  patient.  The 
bowels  were  kept  regular  by  lax- 
atives ;  the  direct  treatment  of 
the  skin  has  been  the  daily  em- 


ployment of  the  salt  water  bath 
at  98  degrees,  and  under  this 
course  the  disease  is  gradually 
yielding. 

17th,  18th  and  19th.  During 
these  days  he  has  been  less  well 
than  usual.  The  skin,  however, 
has  gradually  mended,  but  the 
stomach  and  bowels  are  much  dis- 
ordered, and  catarrhal  symptoms 
are  present.  Remedies  were 
employed,  and  with  speedy  relief. 

23d.  Eruption  has  much  dimin- 
ished. General  health  good. 
Wishes  to  be  discharged.  Left  the 
house  apparently  in  a  fair  way 
to  complete  recovery. 

3.  Psoriasis  Diffuia. 
E.  Blake,  aged  11  years.  En- 
tered the  house  March  23d.  Dis- 
ease occurred  three  years  ago, 
covering  in  patches  of  various 
sizes,  the  back,  arms  and  legs, 
assuming  the  circular  form  on  the 
trunk,  particularly  the  back.  The 
face,  neck  and  head  are  free  of 
the  disease,  except  a  small  spot 
on  the  back  of  the  head.  On  the 
legs  the  spots  are  of  the  largest 
size,  deeper  red,  are  irritable 
and  itch  much.  Warm  bath. 
Shave  occiput.  Diet,  bread  and 
milk,  night  and  morning;  meat  and 
rice  for  dinner. 

R.    Tinct.  Hyd.  Oxymuriat.  gtt.  x. 
night  and  morning,  and  add  a  drop 
to  each  dose,  unless  nausea  occur. 
25th.   Great  itching  and  smart- 
ing of  the  disease  on  the  legs. 

R.   Hydrarg.  Submur.  Amnion.  3i. 
Unguent.  Dat.  Stramon.  3  i.    M. 

Apply  the  above  twice  a  day  to 
the  legs. 

April  3d.  Legs  still  sore,  but 
more  improved  than  the  other 
parts. 

6th.  Eruption  generally  better 
than  on  entrance. 
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R.  Stipit.  Solan.  Dulcamar.  g  i. 
Aq.  lb.  ij.  Coq.  ad  lib.  un. 

Bathe   the    diseased   parts   with 
this  twice  a  day. 

11th  and  13th.  Eruption  mend- 
ing.    Take  49  drops  of  Tinct. 

19th.  Nausea  after  tincture  ; 
diminish  dose  5  drops. 

25th.  Skin  mending.  Sulph. 
bath  to  day,  from  3i.  sulphur. 

26th.  Sweat  during  bath,— lit- 
tle afterwards, — bath  grateful. 
Increase  sulphur  3ss. 

28th,  29th  and  30th.  Improv- 
ing. On  the  29th,  sweat  in  bath, 
and  for  six  hours  afterwards. 
Warm  bath  occasionally  employ- 
ed ;  sulphur  bath  continued. 

June  8th.  Ointment  of  the  ni- 
trate of  mercury  was  substituted 
for  the  stramonium  and  white 
precipitate  ointment,  to  expedite 
the  healing  of  some  small  spots 
which  remain  diseased.  He  omit- 
ted the  Tinciure  on  the  18th. 
19th.  Report  "  Skin  well." 

4.   Porrigo  Scutulata  et  Favosa. 

E.  Thornton,  aged  34,  entered 
the  hospital  June  6th.  Great 
part  of  the  head  affected, — over 
much  of  the  scalp  the  hair  has 
fallen,  and  ceased  to  grow,  pre- 
senting in  spots  a  smooth  scald 
surface, — in  others  the  integu- 
ments are  thickened,  while  in  a 
third  thick  dry  scales  or  crusts 
are  formed.  The  disease  is  of 
six  months'  duration.  General 
health  good. 

June  7th.  Let  the  scalp  be 
shaved,  and  washed  with  soap 
and  water. 

R.  Tinct.  Hyd.  Oxymuriat.  gtt.  xl. 
Aq.  Comruun.  ji.     M. 

Thrice  a  day. 

8th.  R.  Ung.  Dat.  Stramon. 
every  night  to  the  head.  Wash 
the  scalp  every  morning  as  before. 


9th.  Head  better.  Increase 
the  drops  to  50. 

17th.  Drops  have  been  gradu- 
ally increased  to  70  a  dose  ;  on 
the  18th,  gums  a  little  sore,  scalp 
greatly  improved.  Diminish  the 
drops  to  50.  Shave  the  scalp 
again,  and  apply  the  following. 

R.  Submur.  hyd.  ammoniati  3i. 
Ung.  Dat.  Stramon.  3  i.     M. 

27th  and  28th.  Drops  offend 
the  stomach.  Gums  sore  and 
swollen.  Omit  drops.  30th. 
Nausea  gone  ;  some  pain  in  the 
head;  mouth  a  little  tender;  scalp 
much  mended.  Take  of  tincture 
50  drops  twice  a  day. 

July  2d.  With  very  slight  ex- 
ception, all  inflammation  and  ul- 
ceration is  gone, — but  in  many 
spots  the  scalp  is  still  smooth. 

Wishes  to  be  discharged  ;  is 
advised  to  continue  ointment  to 
the  scalp. 

April  25th,  1823.  This  patient 
again  entered  the  house,  with  the 
skin  of  the  forehead  and  the  side 
of  the  head  and  forehead  inflam- 
ed and  swollen  ;  with  yellowish 
scabs  covering  portions  of  the 
inflamed  parts.  Head  to  be 
shaved  and  washed  ;  to  have  the 
warm  bath,  and  a  cathartic,  and 
afterwards  the  following  thrice 
daily  : 
R.  Tinct.  Hyd.  Oxymuriat.  gtt.  xxx. 

increasing  one  drop  a  dose.  Large 
ulcer  on  the  occiput  discovered 
after  shaving  the  scalp.  Swell- 
ing of  the  face  prevents  opening 
the  jaw  freely.  May  7th.  Tinc- 
ture has  been  increased  to  65 
drops  ;  on  the  19th,  gums  some- 
what sore  ;  is  directed  not  to  in- 
crease the  drops.  June  6th.  Di- 
arrhoea occurred  with  much  pain 
in  the  bowels,  and  some  blood  in 
the  discharges.     Appropriate  re- 
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medies  used  for  diarrhoea.  The 
tincture  was  omitted  on  the  7th. 
8th.  DiarrhcEa,  pain,  &c.  gone. 
The  disease  of  the  skin  gradually 
declined,  but  as  there  was  a  slight 
remnant  of  it  visible  on  the  10th, 
the  tincture  was  again  given.  On 
the  16th  nothing  remained  of  it, 
and  the  patient  was  discharged 
well. 

5.   Psoriasis  Diffusa. 

B.  Wilson,  aged  33.  Dec.  24. 
Disease  noticed  first  on  the  hands, 
last  June  ;  six  weeks  since  grew 
worse,  and  within  the  last  two 
weeks  has  extended  over  nearly 
the  whole  body.  The  face  and 
arms  are  swollen  and  painful. 
The  surface  is  red,  and  in  some 
parts  excoriated;  the  skin  has  fis- 
sures, from  which  oozes  a  fluid 
which  scabs;  face  and  other  parts 
covered  with  thin  scales  or  scurf, 
with  severe  itching ;  not  much 
general  swelling.  The  general 
health  is  as  good  as  common,  but 
is  never  very  firm  ;  bowels  cos- 
tive, urine  high  colored.  The 
disease  in  this  case  has  made  very 
rapid  progress,  and  the  situation 
of  the  patient  is  altogether  as  un- 
comfortable as  it  can  well  be, 
His  diet  was  restricted  to  bread 
and  milk,  and  he  was  directed  to 
take  thirty  drops  of  the  Tinct. 
Hyd.  Oxymuriat.  thrice  a  day. 
The  dose  was  gradually  increas- 
ed, and  on  the  31st  he  took  35 
drops  ;  the  reports  show  some 
amendment  since  he  entered  the 
house. 

Jan.  2d,  1823.  The  compound 
decoction  of  sarsaparilla  was  add- 
ed to  his  other  medicine,  and  on 
the  3d  the  sulphur  fumigation  was 
directed  at  110  degrees  for  10 
minutes. 

4th.  Fumigation  occasioned 
some  smarting,  but  no  material 


irritation  of  the  skin,  and  to  day 
the  general  aspect  is  better.  Re- 
peat the  fumigation  to  night  for 
20  minutes.  5th.  Irritation  in- 
creased by  sulphur  ;  omit  fumi- 
gation. 

6th.  Complains  of  stiffness 
about  the  knees  ;  on  examination 
some  pustules  and  yellowish 
scabs,  with  some  patches  of  im- 
petigo discovered  ;  other  parts  as 
well  as  before.  12th.  Increase 
of  disease  on  the  legs  ;  elsewhere 
better ;  scales  diminished,  and 
much  of  the  skin  gets  clear.  His 
nights  are  hot,  restless  and  watch- 
ful. Omit  sarsaparilla,  and  take 
every  night  the  following  : 

R.  Sulphur  Siiblimat.  3i. 

Potas.  Supertart.  3ss.     M. 

18th.  Has  gradually  improved; 
has  walked  abroad;  scales  greatly 
diminished  ;  but  numerous  pus- 
tules vt  ith  yellow  scabs.  Apply 
the  following  to  the  diseased 
parts,  particularly  where  pus- 
tules exist. 

R.    Hyd.  Submuriat.  3iss. 
Aq.  Calcis,  3  iv.     M. 

23d.  Has  done  well  ;  but  to- 
day new  inflammation  over  the 
skin,  mostly  on  the  legs,  surround- 
ing the  scabs,  and  fissures,  with- 
out obvious  cause.  The  black 
wash,  (the  above)  omitted  ;  a  sa- 
line cathartic  ordered,  and  a  lo- 
tion of  the  acetate  of  lead  to  the 
inflamed  parts. 

Feb.  7th.  Has  done  well  ;  dis- 
ease declining  ;  had  some  nausea 
after  the  drops  this  morning,  and 
the  dose  was  diminished  to  30 
drops,  thrice  a  day. 

11th.  Lead  wash  omitted  ;  and 
as  inflammation  has  much  abated, 
the  black  wash  was  again  direct- 
ed on  the  13th.  On  the  parts 
most  diseased  the  wash  produc68 
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much  smarting.     To  such  apply 
the  following  : 

R.  Unguent.  Hyd.  Nit.  mit.  3i. 
Ung.  Straraon.  3ij.     M. 

This  patient  was  discharged 
much  relieved,  and  altogether 
convalescent  on  the  22d.  The 
skin  had  regained  its  natural  color 
and  suppleness.  Some  slight  ef- 
fects of  the  disease  only  remain- 
ed on  the  lower  extremities. 


II. 

ORGANIC  DISEASE  OF  THE  HEART. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  de- 
termine certainly  when  the  heart 
is  the  seat  of  organic  disease. 
The  ablest  physicians  have  been 
mistaken, and  have  falsely  accused 
the  heart,  when  the  lungs  or  great 
vessels  proceeding  from  the 
heart,  have  been  the  parts  disor- 
dered. More  difficult  still  is  it 
to  determine  what  the  particular 
organic  derangement  is,  when  the 
symptoms  show  clearly  the  heart 
to  be  the  suffering  organ. 

Dr.  Farre  observes,  "  that  phy- 
siology is  more  likely  to  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  investigations  of 
these  malformations  of  the  heart, 
than  pathology,"  but  adds,  "  that 
the  task  of  soothing  and  mitigat- 
ing, as  well  as  avoiding  to  inflict 
unnecessary  pain,  is  a  part  of  the 
physician's  duty." 

Believing  that  a  faithful  rela- 
tion of  symptoms  during  life,  and 
careful  post  mortem  examination 
is  the  only  sure  way  of  advancing 
the  medical  profession,  I  send  you 
the  following  case  of  ossification 
of  the  semilunar  valves  of  the 
aorta  for  publication,  if  you  con- 
sider it  of  sufficient  importance  to 
deserve  a  place  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 

Mr.  Benjamin   Weatherbee,  a 


temperate,  industrious,  and  here- 
tofore healthy  man,  by  profession 
a  farmer,  aged  65,  consulted  me 
Sept.  7th,  1827,  and  gave  me  the 
following  history  of  his  case. 

"  He  had  for  several  years 
past  after  an  unusually  fatiguing 
day's  work,  been  troubled  in  his 
sleep  by  frightful  dreams  or  night- 
mare ;  on  being  waked,  felt  an 
oppression  about  the  chest,  and 
on  feeling  his  pulse,  (of  which  he 
had  been  in  the  habit  for  many 
years)  found  them  to  intermit. 
During  the  last  six  months  his 
complaints  had  rapidly  increased, 
insomuch  that  for  the  last  month 
he  had  been  unable  to  perform 
the  slightest  labor.  The  least 
exertion  put  him  out  of  breath  to 
a  degree  that  he  could  hardly 
speak.  He  had  an  uneasiness 
resembling  fullness  in  the  epigas- 
tric region,  hard  dry  cough,  appe- 
tite rather  impaired,  bowels  in  a 
healthy  state." 

On  feeling  his  pulse,  I  found 
them  very  irregular,  the  pulsa- 
tions running  into  each  other,  so 
that  I  seldom  felt  a  perfect  beat. 
On  applying  my  ear  to  the  chest, 
the  heart  throbbed  violently,  oc- 
casionally fluttered  and  labored 
exceedingly  in  its  functions.  The 
countenance  flushed,  approaching 
to  livid  ;  complained  of  no  pain, 
no  oedema  of  the  extremities, 
though  they  were  unnaturally 
cold. 

At  this  first  I'tterview,  I  had 
little  doubt  he  had  an  organic  dis- 
ease of  the  heart.  Prescribed  a 
cathartic,  light  diet,  and  directed 
him  to  avoid  all  exercise  that 
would  hurry  the  circulation  and 
increase  the  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, and  let  me  see  him  again  soon. 

Sept.  29th.  Saw  my  patient. 
Symptoms  worse  ;  pulse  as  be- 
fore, countenance  more  livid,  dif- 
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ficulty  of  breathing  great  from  the 
slightest  exertion,  his  nights  dis- 
tressing from  sense  of  suffocation. 
When  asleep,  there  would  at 
times  be  fifty  seconds  from  an 
expiration  to  an  inspiration,  suc- 
ceeded by  a  panting  hurried 
breathing,  followed  again  by  long 
interims.  ffidema  of  the  feet 
and  legs,  pain  and  soreness  in  the 
musculi  gastrocnemii  of  the  left 
leg.  Cough  and  fullness  in  the 
epigastric  region  as  before. 

He  was  now  informed  of  the 
nature  and  danger  of  his  disease. 
The  sensation  in  the  epigastric 
region,  effusion  in  the  extremi- 
ties, fullness  of  the  abdomen,  &c. 
S:c.  induced  me  to  prescribe  the 
blue  pill  in  five  grain  doses,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  gentle  cathartics, 
light  diet,  and  to  keep  himself  as 
still  and  quiet  as  possible. 

No  essential  alteration  till  Oct. 
6lh,  when  the  mouth  became  sore 
from  the  medicine,  and  continued 
so  more  than  a  week,  though  the 
pills  were  discontinued.  During 
this  time  all  his  symptoms  were 
mitigated.  The  extremities  be- 
came warm,  the  oedema  disap- 
peared, his  nights  much  more 
comfortable,  the  uneasiness  in  the 
epigastric  region  wholly  gone,  and 
even  the  pulsations  were  a  little 
more  regular.  So  much  did  this 
wonderful  medicine  do,  in  equal- 
izing the  circulation  and  stimulat- 
ing the  absorbents,  while  it  reign- 
ed triumphant  in  the  system. 

When  the  mercurial  left  the 
system,  the  bad  symptoms  gradu- 
ally returned.  His  paroxysms 
were  worse  during  the  night. 
Opiates  were  tried  without  any 
benefit.  All  medicine  was  now 
abandoned,  excepting  mild  ca- 
thartics pro  re  nata. 

Oct.  18th.  Four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  ;  sudden  paralysis  of  the 


left  side,  with  inability  of  swal- 
lowing either  solids  or  liquids  from 
the  moment  of  the  shock.  The 
muscles  of  the  face,  side  and  ex- 
tremities soon  almost  completely 
recovered,  but  not  the  degluti- 
tion. Emp.  mel.  vesicat.  over 
the  oesophagus,  slight  shocks  of 
electricity  through  the  neck,  ene- 
mas, sinapisms  to  the  feet.  &c.  &c. 

Oct.  19th.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  a  sponge  probang,  dipped 
in  a  stimulating  liquid  was  repeat- 
edly passed  down  the  CEsophagufe. 

20th.  His  hunger  and  thirst 
very  great ;  the  inability  of  swal- 
lowing continuing,  I  proposed 
pumping  food  into  his  stomach 
v.'ith  the  stomach-pump,  if  one 
could  be  procured  ;  to  which  he 
assented.  His  mind  had  been 
perfectly  clear  and  sound  during 
his  illness. 

Dr.  John  D.  Fisher  of  Boston, 
who  had  recently  imported  a  sto- 
mach-pump, was  requested  to  as- 
sist me  in  the  operation.  We 
met  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  the 
20th.  He  had  been  sixty-four 
hours  without  swallowing  any 
thing. 

Previously  to  using  the  pump, 
we  examined  the  heart  with  the 
stethoscope.  Laennec,  the  inventor 
of  this  instrument,  has  used  it 
with  great  success  in  determining 
precisely  what  the  organic  affec- 
tion is.  He  infornris  us,  that  where 
there  is  an  ossification  of  the 
valves  of  the  heart,  he  is  able  to 
hear  a  grating  sound.  We  were 
not  so  successful  ;  we  were  satis- 
fied there  was  an  excess  of  fluid 
in  the  pericardium,  and  an  en- 
largement of  some  of  the  cavities 
of  the  heart,  and  suspected  ossifi- 
cation of  the  valves,  but  were  un- 
able to  hear  the  grating  sound, 
though  we  listened  anxiously  to 
catch  it.     We  did   not,  however, 
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apply  the  instrument  in  all  the 
situations  directed  by  Laennec,  as 
we  were  unwilling  to  fatigue  our 
patient  too  much  at  this  time. 

When  about  to  use  the  pump, 
our  patient  was  placed  in  a  half 
sitting  posture,  reclining  on  ihe 
breast  of  an  assistant.  The  basin 
containing  the  food  (which  was 
chicken  broth)  was  placed  on  a 
stool  on  a  level  with  his  mouth. 
I  then  passed  the  gum  elastic 
tube  down  the  oesophagus  till  I 
felt  it  strike  the  stomach,  then 
raised  it  a  little  and  applied  it  to 
the  nose  of  the  forcing  pump, 
which  was  in  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Fisher  ;  who  slowly  and  steadily 
injected  the  food  into  his  stomach. 
The  tube  was  then  gently  with- 
drawn. We  were  not  at  all  hur- 
ried in  the  operation,  as  our  pa- 
tient could  breathe  perfectly  easy 
with  the  tube  in  the  oesophagus. 
I  used  this  instrument  twice  a  day 
as  long  as  he  lived.  At  all  times 
it  was  used  with  perfect  ease, 
both  to  patient  and  operator.  It  is 
an  instrument  of  great  utility,  and 
may  be  used  in  all  cases  where 
the  oesophagus  is  pervious  to  the 
tube.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  the 
means  of  saving  hundreds  from  the 
horrid  death  of  starvation  as  well 
as  poison. 

Oct.  24th.  The  feet  and  legs 
cedematous,  with  great  pain  in 
the  calf  of  the  left  leg,  especially 
when  moved  ;  sense  of  suffocation 
very  great  at  times  during  the 
night. 

25th.  Dark  bloody  expectora- 
tion ;  no  pulse  at  the  wrist;  great 
coldness  of  the  extremities.  He 
died  on  the  morning  of  the  26th, 
retaining  his  senses  to  the  last. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  27th 
the  body  was  opened  by  Dr.  Fish- 
er and  myself,  in  presence  of  sev- 
eral gentlemen.     The  cavities  of 


the  chest  and  abdomen  were  the 
only  parts  examined. 

On  removing  the  sternum,  the 
heart  presented  itself  in  situ  na- 
turali,  enlarged  and  containing 
considerable  fluid  in  the  pericar- 
dium. We  opened  the  pericar- 
dium and  collected  about  six 
ounces  of  yellow  aqueous  fluid. 
The  heart  was  then  taken  from 
the  chest  by  dissecting  up  and  di- 
viding the  bloodvessels  an  inch  or 
more  from  it. 

The  right  auricle  and  ventricle 
were  so  much  enlarged,  that  the 
tricuspid  valves  were  useless  ; 
the  two  cavities  forming  but  one. 
The  v.-alls  of  the  right  ventricle 
unnaturally  thin.  The  left  auri- 
cle natural.  The  walls  of  the 
left  ventricle  much  thickened, 
and  the  semilunar  valves  of  the 
aorta  almost  entirely  ossified. 
This  ossification  was  undoubtedly 
the  cause  of  the  whole  difficulty, 
the  enlargement  of  the  venal 
heart  being  an  effect  produced  by 
the  pressure  of  the  returning 
blood. 

The  lungs  were  in  a  healthy 
condition  excepting  slight  con- 
gestion in  the  left  posterior  lobe. 
The  abdomen  was  perfectly 
healthy.  We  opened  the  sto- 
mach; it  showed  no  traces  of  vio- 
lence from  the  tube. 

Jeremy  Stimson. 

Dedham,  J^ov.  23rf,  1827. 


III. 

For  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
NOMENCLATURE  OF  DISEASES. 

The  difficulties  attending  the 
names  of  diseases  are  perhaps  in- 
superable ;  but  we  may  guard 
against  them  in  some  measure. 
There  is  one  name  which  I  have 
in  view  particularly,  which  is  now 
applied  to  two  different  diseases 
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among  us.  This  is  Bronchitis.  It 
was  introduced  I  believe  by  Mr. 
Badham,  who  applied  it  to  the 
affection,  in  which  there  takes 
place  an  extensive  inflammation 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
lungs.  Dr.  Good  employed  the 
same  name  in  his  J^Tosology  and  in 
the  first  edition  of  his  <Sludy  of 
Medicine,  to  designate  the  disease 
we  commonly  call  Croup.  In  the 
second  edition  he  changed  the 
name  for  this  disease  to  Bron- 
chlemmitis.  As  the  first  edition 
is  in  the  hands  of  many  physicians 
of  this  country,  it  is  well  to  make 
this  change  public. 

The  inconvenience  of  employ- 
ing the  same  name  for  two  differ- 
ent diseases  is  so  obvious,  that  I 
presume  no  apology  will  be  ne- 
cessary for  these  remarks. 

A  Subscriber. 


IV. 

SELECTED   FROM    FOREIGN    JOUR- 
NALS. 

Dilatation  of  the  Urethra. 

The  Baron  Dupuytren  observes 
that  there  are  two  methods  of 
overcoming  a  stricture  in  the  ure- 
thra. The  first  consists  in  the 
introduction  of  a  fine  bougie  into 
the  stricture,  which  is  acted  en 
by  the  mere  mechanical  pressure 
of  the  instrument.  In  the  other 
mode  of  proceeding,  tlie  instru- 
ment is  of  larger  size  and  blunt  at 
the  extremity  ;  as  before,  it  is 
passed  into  the  urethra,  but  not 
into  the  stricture. 

Eight  or  ten  years  ago,  M.  Du- 
puytren was  called  to  M ,  a 

man  of  property  and  of  a  nervous 
and  extremely  susceptible  dispo- 
sition. He  was  tormented  with 
great  difficulty  of  making  water, 
and  M.  D.  proposed  the  introduc- 
tion of  bougies  into  the   urethra. 


but  the  bare  thought  of  a  bougie 
filled  the  patient  with  horror,  and 
it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
that  he  consented.  Scarcely  had 
the  instrument  entered  the  ure- 
thra, before  all  his  apprehensions 
were  renewed,  and  though  M. 
Dupuytren  contrived  to  get  the 
instrument  as  far  as  the  stricture, 
such  was  the  agitation  of  the  pa- 
tient, that  he  durst  go  no  further. 
He  accordingly  left  the  bougie  in 
the  urethra,  with  the  intention  of 
completing  its  reduction  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours.  On  his 
arrival  at  the  expiration  of  the 
time,  he  found  his  patient  had 
made  water  freely,  and  now  the 
instrument  was  passed  fairly  into 
the  stricture  without  difficulty  ; 
in  a  few  hours  more,  it  was  pass- 
ed still  deeper,  and  during  the 
day,  it  was  introduced  into  the 
bladder.  In  two  or  three  days, 
a  larger  bougie  was  employed, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  the 
gentleman  voided  his  urine  in  a 
good  stream,  and  without  either 
pain  or  difficulty. 

On  Reunion  of  Divided  Tendons. 

Case. — James  Lang,  aged  54 
years,  was  admitted  into  the  In- 
firmary of  the  Philadelphia  Alms- 
house on  the  31st  of  March,  1826, 
with  his  leg  and  ankle  swelled  so 
extensively  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  ascertaining  the  true 
nature  of  the  injury.  He  had 
stepped  off  the  curb  stone  into  a 
gutter,  three  or  four  feet  deep, 
the  preceding  evening,  lighting  on 
his  toes,  and  thus  straining  the  ex- 
tensor muscles  of  the  foot.  He 
felt  something  give  way,  (but 
heard  no  crack  or  noise)  attended 
by  instantaneous  pain,  and  total 
inability  to  walk  with  that  toe  on 
the  ground.  Absolute  rest  and 
strict      antiphlogistic      measures 
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were  enjoined,  and  persevered  in 
for  several  weeks,  when  tiie  in- 
jury was  found  to  be  a  rupture  of 
the  tendo  Achilles.  At  this  time 
(30th  of  April)  Dr.  Horner  took 
charge,  and  applied  a  bandage 
and  splint.  These  were  continu- 
ed a  few  weeks  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  union  in  the  divided 
tendon.  The  ends  of  the  tendon 
were  found  to  have  formed  no  ad- 
hesion to  the  neighboring  parts, 
but  moved  freely  from  side  to 
side,  when  the  antagonizing  mus- 
cles were  in  action  or  relaxed. 
The  ends  could  be  placed  nearly 
in  contact  by  favorable  position 
or  compression  of  the  muscles. 
Dr.  Horner  now  adopted  the  plan 
proposed  by  Dr.  Physic,  in  cases 
of  reunited  fractures,  and  passed 
by  means  of  a  seton-needle  a  rib- 
bon, three-quarters  of  an  inch 
broad,  through  the  space  interven- 
ing between  the  ends  of  the  rup- 
tured tendon.  The  les:  was  again 
bandaged  by  the  roller  as  before, 
and  a  splint  applied  anteriorly. 
This  process  was  persevered  in 
for  46  days,  when  the  seton  was 
removed.  Inflammation  had  great- 
ly indurated  the  parts  adjacent  to 
the  seton,  and  when  felt  through 
the  mteguments,  gave  more  the 
sensation  produced  by  a  cartilage 
or  a  bone  than  common  inflamed 
cellular  substance.  The  ends  of 
the  tendon  could  not  be  distin- 
guished, but  were  merged  in  the 
indurated  mass.  The  splints  and 
bandages  were  continued  three  or 
four  weeks,  the  ulcer  being  dress- 
ed with  simple  cerate  and  healed. 
Up  to  the  2oth  of  July,  the  pa- 
tient had  been  kept  perfectly  at 
rest.  The  splint  and  bandage 
were  now  removed,  and  the  pa- 
tient allowed  to  take  gentle  ex- 
ercise by  walking.  August  20th. 
He  is  now  able  to  walk  with  ease 
and  without  a  stick. 


Sept.  22d.  The  tendon  is  now 
considered  as  restored  to  its  pris- 
tine strength. 

Omission  of  Ligature  in  Jlmputa- 
lion.     Dr.  Rock  of  Munich. 

There  are  very  few  who  will 
amputate  a  limb,  and  fearlessly 
trust  to  nature  for  the  security  of 
the  cut  vessels.  The  author's  Ja- 
i/ier.  Director  of  the  General  Hos- 
pital of  Munich^  has  not  tied  a  sin- 
gle artery  in  the  various  amputa- 
tions ivhich  he  has  performed  for  the 
last  tioenty  years.  To  this  wide 
range  of  experience  the  son  has 
added  his  own,  in  corroboration 
of  the  opinions  of  his  father  and 
himself,  respecting  the  imaginary 
danger  of  leaving  vessels  untied 
in  amputations. 

xVrteries,  says  he,  when  cut 
and  not  tied,  remain  entirely  open 
up  to  the  place  where  they  are 
divided.  The  canal  of  arteries 
tied  in  the  usual  manner,  remains 
open  also  to  the  spot,  where  the 
ligature  is  applied  and  their  pa- 
rietes  do  not  unite  at  this  spot. 
These  observations  were  repeat- 
edly made  by  the  author's  father, 
on  dead  bodies,  where  the  arte- 
ries had  been  cut  by  him,  or  tied 
by  other  surgeons  many  years 
previously.  He  always  found  the 
diameter  of  the  vessels  that  had 
not  been  tied,  contracted  as  they 
ap[)roached  the  place  of  section, 
but  the  parietes  never  adherent 
till  the  artery  ended  in  a  kind  of 
cicatrix.  These  things  are  seen 
in  numerous  preparations  by  the 
author,  in  the  anatomical  museum 
at  Munich.  The  vessels  that  had 
been  tied  presented  the  same  ap- 
pearances, except  that,  at  the 
spot  where  the  thread  had  been 
applied,  there  was  a  narrowing, 
but  never  an  obliteration  of  the 
canal  of  the  vessel. 

In  a  disarticulation  of  the  hand, 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 


75- 


the  surgeon  had  tied  the  radial  ar- 
tery, and  omitted  to  tie  the  uhiar 
as  it  did  not  bleed.  The  ligature 
came  away  on  the  eighth  day,  and 
on  the  succeeding  day  the  jiatient 
died.  On  examination,  the  ter- 
minations of  the  two  arteries 
were  so  similar,  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  which  of  them  had 
been  tied  by  a  ligature.  Both 
extremities  were  perfectly  per- 
vious,— the  radial  artery  appear- 
ed to  be  slightly  torn  at  the  ter- 
mination. 

In  numerous  experiments  on 
dogs,  our  author  could  perceive 
no  difference  between  the  arte- 
ries that  had  been  tied,  and  those 
that  were  left  to  nature. 

Fistula  Lachrymalis. 

This  complaint  has  been  treat- 
ed at  the  Dispensary,  (Aberdeen 
new  Dispensary)  for  the  last  six 
months,  in  a  manner  somewhat 
peculiar.  When  matter  has  form- 
ed in  the  lachrymal  sac,  and  it 
has  been  found  impossible  to  in- 
troduce a  thin  probe  through  the 
duct,  by  the  nose,  the  enlarged 
sac  has  been  laid  freely  open,  and 
a  tent  of  waxed  sponge  kept  in 
the  wound  till  its  edges  have  be- 
come callous.  By  this  time,  the 
sac  having  contracted,  the  exter- 
nal wound  shows  no  disposition  to 
heal,  when  the  tent  is  removed. 
The  appearance  of  the  artificial 
opening  thus  formed  is  not  at  all 
disgusting;  and  persons,  who  were 
liable  to  frequent  suppurations  of 
the  part,  have  remained  free  from 
them  after  this  treatment,  a  little 
matter  only  passing  through  the 
artificial  opening,  after  being  ex- 
posed to  cold,  or  any  other  cause 
which  increases  the  flow  of  tears, 
or  the  secretion  from  the  meibo- 
mian glands.  Of  course,  in  these 
cases  the  duct  has  not  been  per- 


manently obstructed.  The  fol- 
lowing case  is  the  one  which  first 
gave  occasion  to  the  above  treat- 
ment : 

Mrs.  ,  aged  twenty-eight, 

had  a  fistula  lachrymalis  on  the 
left  side,  for  which  the  os  unguis 
was  perforated,  to  allow  the  tears 
to  pass  by  that  way  to  the  nose. 
This  was  six  years  since. 

Two  years  ago,  the  sac  of  the 
right  side  became  inflamed,  and 
suppurated,  breaking  externally. 
The  opening  soon  healed,  but  the 
same  process  again  took  place 
three  months  after,  the  disposition 
to  inflammation  becoming  so  great 
that  it  now  came  on  after  the 
slightest  exposure  to  cold,  and 
sometimes  an  interval  of  only  a 
fortnight  occurring  between  them. 
She  therefore  became  anxious  for 
the  operation  :  the  physician  in 
consultation,  however,  advised  it 
to  be  deferred  till  after  delivery, 
the  patient  being  in  the  seventh 
month  of  pregnancy  ;  and  that,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  sac  should  be 
laid  fieely  open,  and  a  tent  kept 
in  the  wound.  This  was  done, 
and  the  tent  worn  for  two  months; 
when  it  w^as  found  that  the  sac 
had  contracted  to  its  natural  di- 
mension, and  the  opening  at  its 
edges  thickened.  The  tent,  be- 
ing troublesome,  was  dropped, 
and  a  little  clear  fluid  was  occa- 
sionally pressed  from  the  cavity, 
which  occasioned  no  inconve- 
nience ;  the  whole  having  less  ap- 
pearance of  any  thing  unusual 
than  the  other  side,  where  the 
scar  of  the  last  opening  was  easi- 
ly observed. 

Nothing  unusual  has  occurred 
since  ;  the  external  opening  being 
little  observable,  and  so  small  as 
only  to  admit  an  Anel's  probe. 

Three  cases  have  been  treated 
in  the  cunie  way,  but   the  follow- 
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ing  is  the  only  one  which  falls 
within  the  quarter's  report. 

Case  II. — Mrs.  M — ,  aetat. 
forty-five,  July  1st,  1828.  Has 
a  tumor  in  the  situation  of  the 
lachrymal  sac,  which  is  extreme- 
ly painful,  having  deprived  her  of 
rest  for  the  last  forty-eight  hours. 
The  eyelids  of  that  side  are  closed 
from  the  swelling,  and  matter  can 
be  perceived  by  the  touch.  Says 
she  is  obliged  to  proceed  to  Glas- 
gow tomorrow,  and  earnestly  begs 
that  something  may  be  done  to  re- 
lieve her.  Sac  to  be  opened, 
and  tent  introduced,  with  direc- 
tions to  continue  it  on  board  the 
ship,  and  for  six  weeks  after. 

31st. — Returned  two  days  ago 
from  Glasgow  :  the  sac  is  now 
contracted,  edges  of  the  wound 
callous. — Omit  the  tent. 

August  4th. — External  opening 
small,  and  not  to  be  observed  at 
a  short  distance.     Discharged. 

The  surgeon  consulted  in  the 
first  case  has  mentioned  that  the 
same  result  has  happened  in  a 
case  since  treated  by  him  on  the 
same  principle. 


HOSPITAL      REPORT. 

Case  of  Parwia  Mellita. 
This  is  not  a  very  common  dis- 
ease. In  two  other  cases,  beside 
that  now  brieiiy  to  be  described, 
the  habits  of  the  patients,  the  broken 
state  of  health,  and  the  long  continu- 
ance of  the  disease,  aii'orded  very 
little  hope  that  much,  or  any  per- 
manent relief  would  follow  from  any 
treatment.  The  result  in  both  cor- 
responded with  this  opinion  ;  the 
quantity  of  urine  was  raieiy  dimin- 
ished, and  readily  returned  to  its 
original  measure  ;  the  strength  fail- 
ed, emaciation  increased,  and  the 
patients,  at  length  exhausted  by  an 
useless   restriction   of  diet,  and   dis- 


gusted with  remedies,  ceased  to  ap- 
ply for  medical  aid,  and  were  given 
up  as  incurable. 

In  the  present  case,  the  patient 
was  22  years  old,  and  entered  the 
Hospital  in  June,  1827.  On  the 
27tl)  of  this  month  he  gave  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  his  disease.  In 
the  preceding  February  he  began, 
without  obvious  cause,  as  he  says,  to 
pass  an  unusual  quantity  of  urine, 
was  very  thirsty,  had  voracious  ap- 
petite, and  experienced  a  feeling  of 
general  exhaustion.  About  two 
weeks  after  the  increase  of  urine,  he 
for  the  first  time  noticed  a  sweetness 
in  it ;  and  had  at  the  same  time  pain 
in  the  head  and  small  of  the  back. 
He  estimates  the  greatest  quantity 
of  urine  passed  in  twenty-four  hours 
at  six  quarts.  At  the  present  date 
his  appetite  is  not  great,  or  even 
good  ;  the  tongue  is  morbidly  clean, 
moist,  and  exhibits  deep  transverse 
fissures.  The  stomach  bears  food 
well,  bowels  not  costive,  and  urine 
about  three  pints  in  twenty-four 
hours.  Pulse  104  and  small.  Is 
much  emaciated  and  has  pain  in  the 
back  and  head.  His  figure  is  tall, 
slim,  and  growth  has  been  rapid. 
His  strength  is  diminished  ;  counte- 
nance not  very  morbid  ;  eyes  bright 
and  large  ;  sleeps  well;  habits  have 
been  good,  and  exposure  to  the  ordi- 
nary causes  of  disease  has  not  been 
groat.  He  has  used  various  reme- 
dies, among  which  he  reports  opium, 
cinchona,  decoction  of  rhus  glabruni, 
and  animal  diet.  The  day  following 
the  report,  the  diet  was  restricted  to 
animal  food,  water  for  drink,  and  at 
bed  time,  a  pill  of  two  grains  of  opi- 
uni.  Let  16  ounces  of  the  urine 
passed  this  day  be  boiled  slowly 
away,  and  the  product,  if  any,  be 
preserved. 

.Tune  29th.  8,  A.  M.  Pain  in  the 
back  greater  than  usual,  said  to  have 
been  increased  by  exercise.  Urine 
yesterday,  xvi  3  .  This  morning, 
urine  vij  5  .  The  product  of  the  urine 
boiird  as  directed,  ^svas  nearly  two 
ounces  of  a  substance  csactiv  resem- 
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bling  thick  molasses  in  color,  smelt, 
taste,  and  consistency.  On  the  sides 
of  the  vessel  was  a  crystalline  depo- 
sit of  a  lighter  color,  most  nearly  re- 
sembling sugar.  Animal  diet  con- 
tinued. Eggs  or  milk  were  allowed 
night  and  morning,  as  meat  was  tak- 
en with  difficulty.  The  quantity  of 
urine  xxxiv  3 .  Is  costive.  Laxa- 
tive prescribed  and  opium  omitted. 

July  1st.  Looks,  and  reports  bet- 
ter, tlrine  xviij  3  .  Boil  down  viij  3  • 
rendered  yesterday  and  the  same 
quantity  of  today.  Had  five  dejec- 
tions from  medicine,  with  diminished 
thirst,  free  perspiration,  in  place  of 
former  dry  skin  ;  pulse  90.  The 
saccharine  or  molasses-like  matter 
amounted  to  3  ss.  in  each  of  the  viij  3  . 

2d.  Urine  xx3.  Pulse  72.  3 
dejections.  On  the  bed,  complains 
of  weakness.  Cannot  continue  the 
meat  diet.  Asked  for,  and  was  al- 
lowed broth  and  milk  porridge.  The 
next  day  urine  xxxij.  2  dejections. 
Diet,  milk,  meat  and  potatoe. 

July  4lh.  Urine  xlii. ;  no  dejec- 
tion. Slight  urinous  smell.  If  urine 
increase,  3  grs.  of  opium. 

July  5tli.  Urine  civ  3  .  Viij  3  •  of 
that  rendered  yesterda}',  yielded  not 
half  an  ounce  of  saccharine  matter, 
but  with  scarcely  a  perceptible  urin- 
ous smell.  The  increase  occurred 
between  2  and  3  P.  M.  The  thirst 
is  now,  9,  A.  M.  very  great  ;  skin 
dry  and  hot ;  tongue  moist  and  slight- 
ly coated  ;  no  dejection. 

R.   Hjd.  Submur.  gr.  viij. 
Pulv.  Jalap,  gr.  xv.     M. 

If  no  dejection  in  three  hours, 

R.  Infus.  Seouae  Comp.   3  'U- 

and  repeat  in  three  hours  if  no  de- 
jection. After  operation  of  medi- 
cine, 

R.  Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  iv. 

in  a  pill,  and  repeat  in  five  hours  if 
not  sleepy,  and  again  at  bed  time. 

6th.  After  the  powder  and  two 
doses  of  the  infusion  of  senna,  four 
dejections,  without  pain,  and  suffi- 
ciently  large.     Reports    weak,    but 


looks  brighter  than  usual.  Urine 
xxxiv  3.  Has  taken  two  pills  of 
opium.  Skin  moist ;  very  little  ap- 
petite ;  thirst  greatly  diminished. 
Began  decoction  of  cinchona  with 
the  powder,  and  is  directed  to  take 
five  grains  of  opium  in  a  pill  if  urine 
increases,  and  to  repeat  this  once  in 
three  hours,  unless  asleep.  Thinks 
he  should  relish  eggs  at  his  meals. 
Two  were  directed  at  each  meal, 
with  milk  or  meat,  as  he  might 
choose.  Viij  3  .  of  urine  to  be  boil- 
ed down. 

7th.  Urine  xxiv3  .  last  24  hours. 
Feels  and  looks  better  to  day.  3ij. 
saccharine  matter  from  urine  ;  has  a 
distinct  urinous  smell.  Less  thirst. 
By  error  took  pill,  for  no  increase  of 
urine  occurred. 

It.  Infus.  Sen.  Comp.  3  ''J* 

and  repeat  as  before. 

8th.  Four  alvine  discharges,  co- 
pious. Urine  xxviij  3  •  From  8 
boiled   5'j-  of  extract. 

9th.  Urine  xlv.  Report  of  other 
symptoms  favorable. 

It  would  be  but  a  repetition  of 
what  has  been  already  stated  to  con- 
tinue the  report  to  the  28th,  when 
the  patient  left  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. Lime  water  and  milk  formed  a 
|)art  of  the  subsequent  treatment. 
Emaciation  constantly  increased. 
The  urine  never  amounted  to  the 
quantity  which  it  had  reached  before 
I  saw  the  patient,  and  was  never  af- 
terwards as  great  as  on  the  5th.  The 
quantity  in  short  was  never  very 
great  afterwards.  But  let  the  quan- 
tity have  been  ever  so  small,  there 
was  always  obtained  from  it  saccha- 
rine substance.  This  was  the  most 
interesting  fact  in  the  case.  To 
have  looked  at  this  fluid,  which, 
while  he  was  in  the  Hospital  never 
differed  from  its  natural  color  and 
not  often  in  quantity,  one  would 
have  been  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
the  constant  waste  in  the  system 
which  the  progress  of  emaciation  ex- 
hibited. It  was  abundantly  explain- 
ed   by    the   defective  assimilation  of 
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the  absorbed  cliyle.  What  slioisld 
have  repaired  the  iiatiirnl  waste,  was 
constantly  passing  oft*  as  an  useless 
excretion.  The  quantity  of  saccha- 
rine matter  varied,  but  at  the  last 
examination  of  the  urine,  and  when 
the  excretion  was  natural  in  quanii- 
ty,  sugar  was  always  produced  by 
boiling  down  this  fluid. 

W.  Chaining. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  18, 1828. 

The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Abi- 
jah  Cheever  will  perhaps  not  be  un- 
interesting to  those  who  are  fond  of 
looking  back  to  the  origin  of  our  in- 
stitutions. This  letter  establishes 
the  fact  Orf  the  place  where  the  first 
lectures  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery 
were  given  in  Boston.  The  locality 
is  fixed  by  the  recollectiun  of  the  ven- 
erable Drs.  Townseud  and  Welsh, 
who  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
hospital  ;  and  by  that  of  Turner 
Phillips,  Esq.  who  has  resided  in  and 
been  conversant  with  the  street  for 
60  years.*  It  is  not  unworthy  of 
notice,  that  the  place  where  the  first 
hospital  was  established  after  the  re- 
volution, is  close  upon  the  spot, 
where  in  after  days  a  space  was  so 
happily  provided  for  that  admirable 
institution,  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital. 

I  commenced  the  study  of  Medi- 
cine with  Dr.  John  Warren,  July, 
1779.  Within  a  week  he  dissected 
a  subject,  who  died  in  the  Hospital 
of  the  United  States,  over  which  he 
was  Chief  Surgeon,  situated  at  West 
Boston,  as  it  was  then  called,  in  the 
Street  now  named  Spring  Street. 

He  embraced  every  like   opportii- 

*  The  situation  of  this  Hospital  was 
precisely  at  the  corner  of  Spring  Street 
and  Milton  Street. 


nity  to  gratify  his  ardent  desire  for 
surgical  and  physiological  know- 
ledge, and  to  instruct  his  pupils,  not- 
withstanding tliere  was  much  danger 
from  the  malignancy  of  disease, 
which  always  pievailed  in  the  Hos- 
pital,— and  it  was  here  he  performed, 
the  first  operation  of  the  kind,  I  be- 
lieve, in  America,  the  amputation  of 
the  arm  at  the  articulation  of  the 
shoulder,  with  success  and  speedy 
cure. 

In  the  winter  of  1781,  he  deliver 
ed  an  entire  course  of  Anatomical 
Lectures  and  Demonstrations,  toge- 
ther with  physiological  and  surgical 
observations,  in  the  aforesaid  Hospi- 
tal, which  all  the  medical  students  iu 
Boston  and  the  vicinity  attended, 
gratuitously,  and  many  literary  gen- 
tlemen of  different  professions  who 
had  a  taste  for  this  particular  science. 
Again  in  1782,  having  procured  a 
healthy  subject,  who  had  been  exe- 
cuted, he  delivered  gratuitously  an- 
other like  course,  entire,  at  the  Mo- 
lineux  house,  so  called,  situated  in 
Beacon  Street,  where  now  Bowdoin 
Street  leaves  it.  This  place  was 
fixed  on,  because  it  was  more  cen- 
tral, to  accommodate  attendants  from 
all  parts  of  the  town,  comprising  all 
medical  students,  the  Surgeons  of 
the  Arm}'  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  who  were  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  Surgeons  of  the  French 
fleet  then  lying  in  the  harbor,  im- 
proved every  opportunity  to  attend 
them. 

If  the  foregoing  statement  will  af- 
ford any  facility  to  do  justice  to  the 
preeminent  professional  acquire- 
ments of  the  deceased,  it  will  highly 
gratify  one  of  his  first  pupils. 

A.  Cheever. 

Feb.  27th,  1828. 


An  Elementary  System  of  Physio- 
logy. By  John  Bostock,  M.D. 
The  first  volume  of  this  work  was 
published  in  this  city  by  Messrs. 
Wells  &  Lilly,  1825.  The  second  was 
not  long  since  put  to  press,  and  they 
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have  recently  received  the  third  vol- 
ume. This  volume  completes  the 
work.  From  the  minuteness  with 
which  the  subjects  of  physiology 
were  treated  in  the  first  volume,  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  work 
would  necessarily  fill  many  volumes. 
It  has,  however,  been  completed 
within  a  compass  quite  manageable 
for  the  student,  and  its  exact  ar- 
rangement will  make  it  very  easy 
for  reference  with  the  more  advanc- 
ed reader.  The  reputation  of  Dr. 
Bostock  leaves  no  occasion  for  any 
recommendation  of  this  very  tho- 
rough and  valuable  work. 


HARVARD   UNIVERSITY. 

At  the  semi-annual  examination 
of  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor in  Medicine,  held  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  College,  Boston, 
Jan.  19th,  1828,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, having  complied  with  the 
statutes  of  the  Universit}',  received 
the  medical  Degree. 

David  Bemis,  Mass.,  Dissertation  on 
Scrofula. 

John  B.  Bridgham,  do.  Indigestion. 

Phineas  M.  Crane,  A.M.  do.  Spon- 
taneous Hemorrhage, 

Philip  J.  Dumaresq,  Jamaica,  Indi- 
gestion. 

John  O.  Fay,  Mass.  Ventriloquism. 

Alfred  Hosmer,  New  Hampshire, 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 

Jon.  Leonard,  Mass.  Inflammation. 

Samuel  Salisbury,  jr.  do.    Calomel. 

Silas  Tompkins,  A.M.  do.  Dropsy. 

Bradford  L.  Wells,  A.M.  do.  Ab- 
sorption. 

Abraham  A.  Watson,  A.M.  do.  Dys- 
pepsia. 

James  B.  Williams,  R.  I.   Worms. 


held  January  30th,  1828,  the  follow- 
ing physicians  received  the  license 
of  the  Society  to  practice  medicine 
in  this  State  : 

William  Grigg,  M.D.  of  New-York. 
Ciiarles  Choate,iM.D.  Massachusetts. 
Benj.  Lincoln,  M.D.  Maine. 
Benj.  Kittredge,]\LD.  Massachusetts. 
Dudley  Atkins,  M.D.  do. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
The     following    Pliysicians    have 
been  admitted  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation since  Jan.  1,  1828. 

Drs.  Joseph  Clark,  Charles  Choate, 
Benj.  Lincoln,  John  O.  Fay,  Wm. 
Grigg,  Philip  J.  Dumaresq. 


MASSACHUSETTS     MEDICAL     SO- 
CIETF. 

At  a   meeting  of  the   Censors  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 


SULPHATE    OF  JALAPINE. 

M.  Pelletitr  has  examined  the 
pretended  sulphate  of  jalapine  of  M. 
Hume,  and  found  that  it  is  an  entire- 
ly inorganic  salt,  com|)Osed  of  sul- 
phate of  lime  and  sidphate  of  ammo- 
nia. But  M.  Guibourt,  who  also  has 
examined  a  portion  of  it,  thinks  it  to 
be  composed  of  sulphate  of  magnesia 
and  of  ammonia. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  March  8,  at  noon. 
March  1.     Sarah  Rose,  5  yrs. 

Son  of  Silas  Sanborn,         3  hours. 

2.  Daniel  Worcester,  6  w. 
George  Henry  Hoping,     9  mo. 
Ann  Maria  Gardner,         2  yrs. 

3.  James  Baker,  45 
Lemuel  W.  Wright,        11  mo. 

4.  Mary  Jane  Lewis,  17 
Samuel  Brown  Jenkins,  15 
Caroline  Frazier,             17  yrs. 

5.  Aaron  Jaquith,  29 

6.  Rachael  Ann  Redding,     4 
Thomas  Tighe,  3  mo. 
Su^an  Bean,                      67  yrs. 
Ann  Richardson,              87 
Patrick  Cunningham,      25 
Benjamin  Trask,                2  1-2 

7.  Hannah  Eaton,  36 
Stephen  Shepherd,  46 
Rebecca  Cleall,                63 

Diteases.  Burn,  1 — Consumption,  3 — Can- 
ker in  the  bowels,  1 — Dropsy,  2 — Hooping 
cough  2 — Intemperance,  1 — Lung  fever,  3 — 
Mortification,  1 — Old  age,  l^Rheumatic,  1 — 
Unknown,  5— Stillborn,  2.  Males,  11 — Fe- 
males, 9.     Total,  20. 
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iNOTICE. 

It  was  stated  in  the  first  num- 
ber of  this  Journal  that  it  would 
be  sent  to  all  the  former  subscrib- 
ers of  the  J^ew-England  Journal 
and  of  the  JMedical  Intelligencer  ; 
with  the  request  that  all  who  did 
not  wish  to  become  subscribers, 
would  return  their  copies.  It 
has  also  been  sent  to  a  consid- 
erable number  of  other  medical 
gentlemen,  in  order  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  work,  with  the 
same  request.  As  many  persons 
may  have  omitted  to  notice  par- 
ticularly this  request,  the  pub- 
lisher takes  occasion  to  repeat  it; 
He  requests,  therefore,  that  all 
gentlemen  who  have  received  the 
numbers  of  this  Journal  and  who 
do  not  wish  it  continued,  will 
return  by  mail  their  numbers  as 
far  as  received,  done  up  in  the 
same  way  as  they  received  them, 
witk  their  names  written  upon  them 
with  a  pencil^  and  directed  to  The 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  Boston. 

Former  agents  of  the  JVetc- 
England  Journal  who  receive  this 
work,  are  requested  to  signify  in 
the  same  way  to  the  publisher  if 
they  wish  them  discontinued.  And 
if  it  be  inconvenient  to  them  to 
distribute  the  work,  weekly,  or 
if  it  be  more  desirable  to  the  sub- 
scribers for  whom  they  take  co- 
pies to  receive  the  same  directly 
by  mail,  they  are  requested  to 
send  information  to  that  effect. 

Subscribers  are  reminded  that 
by  transmitting  the  amount  of 
their  subscription  at  an  early 
day,  they  will  obtain  the  work  at 


about  15  per  cent,  less  cost  than 
if  it  be  delayed. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

VACCINE  MATTER. 

THE  subscribers  having  received  fre- 
quent applications  for  vaccine  mat- 
ter, which  they  were  luialde  to  supply, 
have  now  made  arrangements  to  keep  a 
constant  supply  of  it,  taken  from  select 
and  healthy  patients.  They  will  receive 
it  fresh,  daily  ;  and  all  had  of  them  may 
be  relied  on. 

SAMUEL  N.  BR.EWER  &  BROTHERS, 
Druggisls. 
At  the  sign  of  The  Good  Samarilany  90 
and  92,  Washington  Street. 

denarcotized  opium  &  lauda 
num,  european  leeches,  &c. 

I  OWE  &  REED,  44,  Hanover  Street, 
J  at  the  head  of  Elm  Street,  have  late- 
ly received  a  supply  of  Denarcotized  Opi- 
um and  Laudanum. — Also  on  hand  Euro- 
peau  Leeches ;  fresh  Vaccine  Matter, 
taken  by  a  physician  of  this  city  with 
particular  care  ;  together  with  a  large 
stock  of  drugs  of  every  kind. 

Lowe  Sz.  Reed,  late  Reed  &  Howard, 
keep  constantly  on  hand,  their  Cure  for 
/n/cmperance,  which  has  recently  received 
the  approbation  of  many  of  the  Physicians 
of  this  city, — been  used  by  the  Society  for 
suppressing  Intemperance,  and  adopted  in 
the  House  of  Correction  as  preferable  to 
that  of  Chambers.  Price  ^2.50.  A  libe- 
ral discount  made  to  charitable  Societies. 

NEW  APOTHECARY'S  SHOP. 
,R.  W.  BRADFORD,  findingthe  prac- 
tice of  Physic  injurious  to  his  health, 
has  relinquished  it,  and  opened  an  Apoth- 
ecary's Shop  at  the  head  of  Poplar  Street, 
where  he  will  keep  the  best  of  Medicines 
and  devote  his  personal  attention  to  the 
preparation  and  delivery  of  the  same. — 
The  Prescriptions  of  Physicians  will  be 
accurately  put  up  and  Families  may  de- 
pend on  correctness  ;  he  therefore  suliciti 
a  share  of  public   patronage. 

Medicines  may  be  obtained  in  the  night 
as  well    as  by  day. 

Boston.,  Aug.  30,  1827. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  comtnunications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  throe  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year. 
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I. 

CASES   OP    INTERMITTF.NT  FF.VER 

1.    Tertian. 

M.  Keef,  aetat.  40.  Entered 
the  Hospital  Oct.  2d.  Was  at- 
tacked early  last  summer.  Dis- 
ease continued  seven  weeks.  He 
was  well  from  that  time  till  the 
23d  of  September  ;  since  then  he 
has  had  a  paroxysm  every  other 
day.  Countenance  now  sallow 
and  thin;  pulse  90,  small  and  fee- 
hie  ;  tongue  dry  and  slightly  coat- 
ed. Is  weak  ;  without  appetite  ; 
costive.  Paroxysm  of  fever  yes- 
terday, following  the  warm  bath. 
Is  fatigued  ;  is  directed  to  keep 
quiet. 

Oct.  3d.  9  A.  M.  As  yester- 
day, still  costive. 

R.  Hyd.  Submiiriat.  pr.  viij, 
Pulv.  Jalap,  gr.  xij.     M. 

R.  Liquor  Potas.  Arsenit.  gtt.  viij. 

night  and  morning.    At  20  minutes 

past  4   P.  M.  had  a    paroxysm. 

4th.      Two   dejections,    saiall. 

Increase   liquor   to    10  gtt.  atvd 


give  a  dose  at  noon  in  a^J^t'*'^"  lo 
others. 

6th.  An  imperfect  paroxysm  at 
2  P.  M.  yesterday.  Costive.  Ca- 
thartic. Increase  liquor  to  xij. 
drops.  Continued  liquor  to  the 
9th.  Now  nausea;  omit  drops.  Got 
an  emetic.  Took  drops  on  the 
11th.  Cinchona  was  substituted 
for  these  on  ihe  12th.  Diarrhoea 
on  the  14th,  and  the  cinchona  was 
omitted.  This  patient  had  no 
paroxysm  after  that  of  the  5th. 
Reinedies  were  continued  to  pre- 
vent a  subsequent  recurrence. 
He  was  discharged  uell  on  the 
5th  of  November.  He  remained 
in  the  house  on  account  of  ascites, 
which  was  observed  on  the  16th 
of  October,  but  which  yielded 
with  little  difficulty  to  remedies. 

2.    Quotidian. 

J.  McConnel,  setat.  24.  Aug. 
26th,  1823  :  was  attacked  with 
quotidian,  May,  1821,  while  de- 
scending tile  Missouri  ;  lasted  a 
month,  and  then  assumed  the  ter- 
tian form,  which  continued  six 
months.       May,  1822,  fev^r   re- 
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turned,  and  lasted  till  November. 
Attacked  again  February,  1823, 
and  was  not  cured  till  the  June 
following.  AH  the  above  time, 
has  been  more  or  less  exposed  to 
the  causes  of  the  disease.  The 
last  week  while  at  sea,  was  not 
well,  and  yesterday  was  seized 
with  an  unusually  severe  parox- 
ysm of  fever.  Not  only  is  the 
chill  and  the  heat  violent  in  these 
paroxysms,  but  there  is  great  op- 
pression at  the  stomach,  pain  in 
the  head,  and  at  times  delirium. 
The  precursory  symptoms,  uni- 
versal pains,  more  particularly  in 
the  limbs,  are  most  severe.  Stom- 
ach much  oppressed  previous  to 
the  last  paroxysm,  from  eating 
watermelon.  An  emetic  was 
gUo.-,  w[{\i  some  relief,  and  an 
opiate  directed  ct  hpH  time. 

Aug.  27th.  Sitting  up  ;  com- 
fortable ;  some  pain  across  the 
lower  part  of  the  chest  ;  tongue 
slightly  coated  ;  pulse  84  ;  very 
little  appetite. 

R.   Hyd.  Submuriat.  gr.  x. 

Pulv.  Jalap,  gr.  xij.     M.   Statim. 
sumend. 

R.    Liq.  Potas.  Arsenit.  gtt.  viij. 

night  and  morning  ;  add  one  drop 
to  each  dose. 

28lh.  Slight  chill  yesterday  at 
12,  M.  At  10  P.  M.  a  very  se- 
vere paroxysm.  Chili  severe  and 
long.  Heat  violent,  and  sweat 
profuse.  Distress  at  the  stom- 
ach ;  nausea  ;  vomiting  of  bile  ; 
asks  for  an  emetic.  Got  an  emet- 
ic of  antim.  and  ipecac. 

29lh.  Ague  at  7  P.  M.  Hot 
fit  very  severe.  Paroxysm  had 
gone  off  at  9,  vviien  he  fell  asleep. 

30th.  Paroxysm  began  at  6  P. 
M.,  and  lasted  till  2  A.  M.  Un- 
easiness at  the  stomach  continues. 
Cerat.  Cantharid.  4  by  7,  to  the 
•eut  of  paiu. 


SIst.  Better.     No  paroxysm. 

Sept.  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th.  No 
paroxysm. 

5th.  No  paroxysm.  Omit  Li- 
quor Potas.  Arsenit.  and  give  the 
following  four  times  daily. 

R.  Infus.  Cinchon.  3 '• 

Tinct.  Cinchon.  Comp.  3ij.    M. 

22d.  Discharged  well,  having 
had  no  paroxysm  since  the  30th  ult.^ 

3.  Quotidian. 

Wra.  Wallace,  aged  38.  May 
25th.  The  disease  in  this  case 
was  of  two  months'  standing,  and 
till  within  a  few  days  the  parox- 
ysm occurred  daily.  Now,  par- 
oxysms less  regular,  though  one 
took  place  yesterday  at  1  P.  M. 
and  rigor  commenced  today  at  the 
same  hour.  He  had  the  warm 
biiili  uliiuli  rtt  once  checked  it. 

26th.  Cathartic,  and  was  di- 
rected to  take  the  following  at  5 
and  9  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  at  6  and 
10  o'clock  tomorrow,  A.  M. 

R.  Vini  Quininse  Sulphat.  gss. 

May  27th.  12  M.  Chill  com- 
ing on  ;  by  mistake,  went  into  the 
warm  bath.  Paroxysm  entirely 
checked  by  the  bath.  Continued 
to  take  the  Vin.  Quinin.  Sulph. 
till  the  31st  inst.  No  paroxysm 
since  the  27th.  On  June  2d  "dis- 
charged well. 

4.  Quotidian. 

P.  Keef,  «tat.  35.  May  4th. 
Attacked  about  a  month  ago.  Dai- 
ly paroxysms  at  noon;  less  severe 
for  a  few  days;  vomits  in  the  sweat- 
ing stage;  has  diarrhoea.  Warm 
bath.  Afterwards  a  cathartic  of 
rhubarb  with  tincture  of  opium. 
Next  day  (5th)  had  the  same 
without  laudanum.  At  10  A.  M. 
had  a  paroxysm,  chill  and  heat. 
Sweat  very  slight,  and  principally 
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on  the  face.  r)th.  No  paroxysm, 
and  o;i  the  6th  began  Vin.  Quininse 
Sulphat.  3ss.  every  three  hours. 
7th.  Omit  medicine  from  10  A. 
M.  till  7  P.  M.  and  then  resume. 
Omitted  on  account  of  return  of 
diarrhoea.  8th.  Vin.  every  six 
hours.  The  medicine  was  con- 
tinued with  increasing  intervals 
till  the  16th.  No  paroxysm  since 
the  5th.  Discharged  by  request. 
Well. 

5.    Quotidian.    . 

Wm.  Allen,  aetat.  24.  Aug. 
23d.  Disease  occurred  about  a 
month  ago.  Has  recently  work- 
ed on  Worcester  canal  ;  was  in 
Savannah  three  months  ago.  Dai- 
ly paroxysm.  Has  taken  for  a 
week  large  doses  of  cinchona 
without  check  to  the  paroxysm. 
Is  quite  well  in  intervals,  but  has 
much  pain  in  the  back  and  limbs, 
with  dizziness,  during  the  fit. 
Pulse  now  72.  Muscular  stren2;th 
diminished.     Sleeps  well. 

R.  Quininae  Sulphat.  gr.  vj. 

now,  and  repeat  every  two  hours 
till  three  doses  are  taken  ;  then 
once  in  four  hours  till  two  have 
been  taken,  and  afterwards  once 
in  six  hours. 

Aug.  2oth.  Pulse  72.  Had  a 
chill  yesterday,  at  12  M.  ;  less 
severe  and  shorter.  Was  in  bed 
three  hours.     No  dejection. 

R.  Infus.  Sennae  Comp.  2 ''j. 

Repeat  in  five  hours,  if  no  dejec- 
tion before.  Continue  sulphate 
of  quinine,  gr.  vj.  once  in  six  hours. 
26th.  Two  dejections  from  one 
dose.     No  chill  ;  feels  well. 

R.   Quinin.  Sulphat.  gr.  iv. 

now,  and  every  six  hours. 

27th.  No  paroxysm. 

28th.  No  paroxysm.  No  dejec- 
tion.  Repeat  draught  of  the  25th, 


29th.  Three  dejections.  No 
paroxysm.  Cojitinued  quinine 
till  Sept.  1st.  Mas  continued 
free  from  disease.  Discharged 
well.  Recommended  to  continue 
quinine  for  some  days. 

6.  Quotidian. 

C.  G.  C.  H.,aitat.  15.  Sept. 
2d.  Paroxysnis  at  about  11 
o'clock  A.  M.  Disease  began 
about  a  fortnight  since  in  New- 
York.  Appetite  now  small  ; 
tongue  coated  ;  costive  ;  pulse 
108;  feels  very  weak;  is  very 
pale  ;  sleeps  well. 

R.   01.  Ricini,  3yj. 

Tinct.  Sennee  Conip.  3!j.     M. 

now. 

Sept.  2d.  5  o'clock  P.M.  Oi», 
&c.  operated  ;  i<!  now  aivealing  ;  at 
C  this  evening  take  the  following  : 

R.   Quininae  Sulphat.  gr.  iv. 
Aq.   5ij. 
Syrup  Simp.   3i.     M. 

now,  and  repeat  every  threo 
hours. 

3d.  Powders  omitted  by  mis- 
take at  4  P.  M.  Pulse  84.  Take 
a  powder  of  yesterday  now,  and 
repeat  every  four  hours. 

4th.  Nausea;  vomiting  of  green 
liquid;  no  dejection;  no  paroxysm. 

R.  Infus.  Sen.  Compos.  3'j' 

now,  and  repeat  in  three  hours  if 
no  operation.  Omit  quinine  for 
six  hours,  and  then  resume  its  use. 

5th.  Three  dejections  after 
one  dose.  Feels  remarkably 
well, — tongue  clean, — continue 
medicine. 

10th.  Daily  amendment,— -no 
return  of  paroxysm.  Discharged 
this  day,  well. 

7.  Quotidinn. 

J.  Ryan,  aetat.  23.  May  3 1st. 
Disease  began  witli  diaftiact  chill, 
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thirty-three  days  ago  in  East  Flo- 
rida, about  1  o'clock  P.  M.  Has 
continued  daily  since.  Is  less  se- 
vere now,  but  paroxysms  have 
gradually  anticipated  the  hour  of 
original  attack  ;  now  about  11  A. 
M.  Has  lost  flesh  since  the  dis- 
ease, but  is  well  during  intervals. 
June  1st.  Cold  stage  began  at 
9  this  morning.  Had  one  small 
dejection  yesterday. 

R.  Hyd.  Submur.  gr.  x. 
Pulv.  Jalap,  gr,  xij.  M. 

now,  and  if  no  operation  in  four 
hours,  the  following  : 

R.  Infus.  Sennae  Comp.  gij. 

To  be  repeated  in  four  hours  af- 
ter if  necessary.    After  operation, 

R.  Quininae  Sulphat.  gr.  iij. 

In  two  hours  after,  quin.  sulphat. 
gr.  ij.  and  repeat  every  hour. 

2d.  Two  copious  dejections  af- 
ter one  dose  of  senna.  Has  since 
taken  4  powders  of  quinine,  and 
then  omitted  them  on  account  of 
pain  in  the  bowels.  No  paroxysm 
since  report.  Begin  powders  of 
two  grains,  and  repeat  after  every 
two  hours.  Omit  during  chill 
and  fever,  and  after  the  paroxysm 
is  over  begin  with  quinine  3 
grains,  as  before.  Now  on  bed 
expecting  chill. 

3d.  No  paroxysm  since  report. 
Is  very  comfortable.  No  dejec- 
tion. If  none  today,  take  tomor- 
row morning  fasting,  infus.  sennae 
comp.  3  iij. 

4th.  One  dejection.  Continue 
quinine.     No  paroxysm. 

17th.  Has  had  no  paroxysm 
since  1st  inst.  Is  now  perfectly 
well,  and  is  discharged. 

8.    Quotidian. 

B.  McCormick,  aetat.  22.  June 
1st.  Attacked  three  weeks  ago 
at   St.   Augustine.      During  the 


paroxysm  has  severe  headache 
and  pain  at  the  epigastrium.  Fit 
occurred  today  at  12,  noon,  yes- 
terday, 1  o'clock  P.  M.  Pulse 
now  120  ;  skin  hot  ;  countenance 
morbid  ;  has  not  lost  much  flesh, 
but  strength  is  diminished.  Had 
cathartic  as  in  the  preceding  case, 
and  then  began  the  sulphate  of 
quinine  in  the  same  dose. 

June  2d.  No  paroxysm.  Has 
nausea  after  quinine  ;  less  pain  in 
the  epigastrium  ;  pulse  84.  Di- 
minish quinine  to  one  grain  at  a 
dose,  once  in  three  hours.  If 
nausea,  an  emetic  was  directed. 

3d.  No  paroxysm.  Reports 
himself  altogether  better.  Pulse 
60.  After  the  third  dose  of  qai- 
Tiine,  was  oppressed  at  the  stom- 
ach, and  the  interval  was  length- 
ened to  six  hours. 

16th.  No  paroxysm  since  the 
last  report.  Has  been  occasion- 
ally costive,  and  has  taken  infus. 
sennas  comp.  when  required. 
Has  continued  quinine,  and  today 
is  discharged  well. 

In  some  of  the  above  cases  the 
places  where  the  fever  was  pro- 
duced are  not  mentioned.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that  all 
the  patients  had  resided  in  the 
southern  and  middle  States,  where 
intermittents  are  always  more  or 
less  rife.  W.  C. 


II. 

INFLAMMATION    OF    THE  TONGUE. 

By  W.  Channing,  M.D. 
This  is  not  a  very  frequent 
disease.  A  case  of  it  came  un- 
der my  notice  not  long  since,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  brief  ac- 
count. The  patient  was  a  girl  of 
8  years  of  age.  The  first  symp- 
toms were  pain  in  the  tongue,  not 
distinctly  referred  to  any  one  spot; 
and  a  difficulty  of  protruding  it, 
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with   increased    pain   when  this 
was   attempted.      The   greatest 
difficulty  was  experienced  on  at- 
tempting to  swallow.     At  first  it 
was  rather  awkwardness  in  per- 
forming this  function  than  great 
suffering.      These   symptoms   in- 
creasing, I  was   called  to  see  the 
child.   On  examination,  the  tongue 
was  found  swollen  or  protruded 
towards  the  roof  of  the  mouth  ; 
its  movements  were   made  with 
difficulty,  and  its   surface,  where 
seen,  covered  with  a  firm,  thick, 
perfectly   white   exudation    like 
lymph.      This    coating    adhered 
firmly  to  the  tongue.     The  voice 
was  altered.     The  child  was  still 
able  to  s\vallow  liquids.     There 
were  no  symptoms  of  constitution- 
al irritation.     The  face  was  pale, 
and   the  strength   somewhat    re- 
duced  by   the   degree   of  fasting 
which  the  tumor  had  made  neces- 
sary.    The  symptoms  increased, 
but  before  they  had  arrived  at  a 
height  which  demanded  an  opera- 
tion,   an    abscess    burst    in    the 
mouth,  and   a  large  discharge  of 
pus  took  place.     The  relief  was 
immediate   and    permanent.     On 
examination  it  was  found  that  the 
pus  had   found  its  way  and  was 
still  flowing,  from  the  left  side  of 
the  tongue,  and   apparently   from 
the   loose  texture   by  which  this 
organ   is  attached   at    its    under 
and   lateral   surface  to  the  jaw. 
It    is  probable  that   in  this  case, 
the  proper  substance  of  the  tongue 
was   but     partially    involved    in 
the  disease.     A  tumor  had  form- 
ed  in  the   loose  texture    above 
referred    to,    and    pressed     the 
tongue    upwards     as    described. 
There  can  however  be  no  doubt 
that  the    tongue  itself  partook  of 
the   disease,    from   the   peculiar 
coating  which  has  been  pointed 
out  as  covering  it. 


Cases  of  inflammation  of  the 
tongue  are  occasionally  published 
in  the  foreign  journals.  The  fol- 
lowing is  from  the  Edinburgh  Me- 
dical and  Surgical  Journal. 

"  A  stout  healthy  man,  aged 
35,  came  on  the  9th  of  February 
last,  to  consult  me  about  the  state 
of  his  tongue.  On  interrogating 
him  he  gave  me  the  following 
particulars  : — 

"  On  the  7th  he  was  employed 
in  building  the  wall  of  a  house. 
Not  long  after  he  returned  home 
in  the  evening  from  his  work,  he 
felt  an  acute  pain  in  the  tongue, 
at  first  so  circumscribed  that  it 
could  be  covered  with  the  point 
of  the  fore-finger,  but  speedily 
extending  over  the  whole  surface 
of  the  organ.  The  pain  was  at- 
tended with  a  most  distressing 
sensation  of  heat,  and  a  feeling  as 
if  the  tongue  was  gradually  and 
uniformly  enlarging.  The  lingual 
arteries  throbbed  violently,  and 
the  saliva  adhered  tenaciously  to 
the  roof  of  the  mouth  and  surface 
of  the  tongue.  He  was  restless 
and  a  little  feverish,  and  com- 
plained of  headache.  With  little 
variation  in  the  symptoms,  the 
tongue  continued  to  increase  to 
such  a  size  that  it  protruded  from 
the  mouth,  separating  the  jaws  to 
the  extent  at  least  of  half  an  inch. 
When  the  disease  assumed  this 
aspect,  he  became  dreadfully 
alarmed,  and  between  twelve 
and  two  o'clock  called  upon  me. 

"  On  examining  the  tongue  I 
found  that  it  occupied  a  large 
proportion  of  the  cavity  of  the 
mouth;  and  I  could  with  difficulty 
introduce  my  little  finger  between 
it  and  the  upper  jaw.  It  felt 
smooth  and  hard  to  the  touch,  and 
had  a  thick  coating  of  viscid  mu- 
cus. From  the  high  degree  of 
tension  its  point  presented  a  glis- 
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tening  appearance.  The  patient 
had  his  jaws  wrapped  up  in  flan- 
nel ;  his  countenance  betrayed 
great  anxiety  ;  his  pulse  beat 
strong  and  frequent,  and  his  skin 
was  hot. 

"  The  treatment  adopted  was 
as  follows  : — 

"  I  opened  a  vein  at  the  bend 
of  the  arm,  and  withdrew  blood 
to  the  extent  of  thirty  ounces. 
Having  secured  the  wound,  I  re- 
mained a  (ew  minutes  to  observe 
the  result  of  the  bleeding  ;  and 
before  I  quitted  the  apartment  he 
thought  hitnself  rather  relieved. 
In  an  hour  afterwards  I  returned 
and  repeated  tiie  venesection  to 
the  same  extent,  which  produced 
good  effects,  for  he  could  articu- 
late somewhat  intelligibly.  I  had 
hopes  that  the  swelling  would 
gradually  decrease  without  fur- 
ther interference  with  the  lancet; 
but  if  not,  I  was  decided  on  the 
steps  I  should  next  pui'sue. 

■*■'-  Three  hours  afterwards  I  re- 
peated niy  visit  ;  but  instead  of 
finding,  as  I  expected,  evident 
marks  of  improvement,  th«  dis- 
ease, on  the  contrary,  had  rapidly 
increased.  At  this  period  respi- 
ration through  the  mouth  was  to- 
tally suspended  ;  and  he  could  not 
breathe  even  ihrough  the  nostrils 
but  with  difficulty.  His  counte- 
nance was  flushed  and  anxious ; 
the  pulse  was  fluttering  ;  his 
breath  offensive.  In  short,  he 
was  tlueaiened  with  immediate 
sjffocalion. 

"  It  was  now  perfectly  obvious 
that  the  only  remedy  by  which 
the  patient's  life  could  be  saved 
was  the  knife.  His  head  being 
properly  secured,  and  the  mouth 
opened  as  uide  as  possible,  a 
scal[)cl  was  introduced,  with  its 
flat  surface  along  tlie  tongue,  and 
a  deep  incision    was  made  in  the 


most  prominent  part  of  the  right 
side.  On  withdrawing  the  scal- 
pel a  quantify  of  blood,  mixed 
with  puriform  matter,  issued  from 
the  wound.  In  a  very  short  time 
he  felt  relieved.  When  this 
wound  ceased  to  discharge  blood, 
I  made  other  two  incisions,  one  in 
the  middle,  and  the  other  in  the 
left  side  of  the  tongue,  but  no 
purulent  matter  followed.  The 
bleeding  was  promoted  by  gar- 
gling the  mouth  with  warm  water. 

"  This  local  treatment  pro- 
duced such  a  happy  and  imme- 
diate effect,  that,  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  after  the  first  incision 
was  made,  the  patient  could  ar- 
ticulate words  pretty  distinctly  ; 
his  respiration  became  free  and 
easy,  and  his  countenance  lost  its 
anxiety.  The  joy  he  felt  at  this 
sudden  and  favorable  change,  was 
extreme.  He  was,  to  use  his 
own  terms,  like  a  man  unexpect- 
edly snatched  from  the  grave. 

"  On  the  following  morning  I 
paid  him  a  visit.  I  found  him  sit- 
ting on  the  edge  of  the  bed  quite 
cheerful  and  happy.  I  left  him 
with  strict  injunctions  that  he 
should  avoid  exposure  to  cold, 
and  gave  him  a  few  purgative 
medicines.  A  few  hours  there- 
after he  was  walking  in  the  street 
with  his  head  fortified  with  flan- 
nel." 


III. 

SELECTED  FROM  FOREIGN  JOUR- 
NALS FOR  FEBRUARY,  1828. 

Axxllarij  Aneurism  of  the  Right 
Side.  Operation  of  tyin^  the 
Subclavian  Artery. 
The  following  appears  to  be  one 
of  the  most  dexterously  perform- 
ed and  successful  operations  of 
the  kind  on  record. 

William     Weston,   aet.    thirty- 
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eight,  a  stout  and  very  muscular 
mau,  was  admitted  November  28, 
at  Guy's  Hospital,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Bransey  Coopkr. 
About  three  months  ago,  he  felt 
a  slight  pain  and  numbness  just 
below  the  middle  of  the  right  cla- 
vicle, which  extended  down  the 
arm  to  the  fingers  :  this  occurred 
once  or  twice  a  week,  increasing 
in  severity  each  time.  At  the 
end  of  a  month,  the  paroxysms 
had  become  so  violent  that,  dur- 
ing their  continuance,  Ire  was 
obliged  to  desist  from  his  ordinary 
occupation — that  of  a  wood  hawk- 
er. In  nine  weeks  from  the  first 
attack,  his  attention  was  directed 
to  a  slight  fulness  upon  the  upper 
and  fore  part  of  the  chest.  Six- 
teen years  ago  he  worked  very 
hard,  excavating  a  dock;  he  drank 
freely  at  that  time,  but  has  lived 
very  temperately  for  the  last  few 
years. 

Upon  examination,  a  large  puls- 
ating tumor  was  perceived  in  the 
axilla  of  the  right  side,  extending 
to  the  fore  part  of  the  chest,  and 
producing  a  fulness,  about  the 
size  of  an  egg,  between  the  sub- 
clavius  muscle  and  clavicular 
portion  of  the  pectoralis  major  : 
the  tumor  could  be  traced  so  far 
back  as  the  edge  of  the  latissimus 
dorsi  ;  the  base  could  not  be  dis- 
tinctly felt;  handling  the  swelling 
increased  the  pain  ;  a  very  slight 
pressure  on  the  subclavian  artery 
completely  stopped  the  pulsation 
in  the  tumor.  The  arteries  of 
the  arm  were  uninfluenced  by  the 
aneurism,  the  pulsations  at  both 
wrists  corresponding,  which,  how- 
ever, were  unusually  feeble.  The 
numbness  and  pain  had  become  so 
great  as  entirely  to  deprive  him 
of  rest.  He  was  ordered  a  little 
aperient  medicine  a  day  or  two 
prior  to  the  performance  of  the 


operation,   which  took  place   on 
Tuesday,  December  4th. 

The  patient  was  placed  upon  a 
long  table,  in  the  horizontal  posi- 
tion,* with  the  shoulders  slightly 
elevated,  the  head  directed  to  the 
left  side,  the  right  arm  forcibly 
drawn  down,  and  the  shoulder  de- 
pressed. The  integuments  cov- 
ering the  clavicle  were  stretched 
upon  the  chest,  and  the  operation 
commenced  by  making  an  incision 
about  three  inches  long,  which 
laid  bare  the  edges  of  the  sterno- 
cleido-mastoideus  and  trapezius 
muscles  ;  when  the  skin,  from  its 
natural  elasticity,  letracted,  so 
as  to  leave  a  free  opening  above 
the  clavicle,  exposing  the  super- 
ficial cervical  fascia,  the  platys- 
ma  myoides  being  perfectly  di- 
vided. The  centre  of  this  inci- 
sion was  met  by  a  vertical  cut,  in 
the  direction  of  the  posterior  edge 
of  the  sterno-cleido-raastoideus. 
The  external  jugular  vein  was 
distinctly  seen  on  the  inner  side. 
The  anterior  edge  of  the  scalenus 
anticus  muscle  was  next  laid  bare 
by  clearing  away  (with  the  sharp- 
ened handle  of  the  knife)  the  con- 
densed cellular  texture,  during 
which  process  the  omo-hyoideus 
^vas  exposed,  and  the  artery  seen 
immediately  emerging  fiom  be- 
tween the  scaleni  :  it  was  easily 
cleared  from  the  surrounding 
parts,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  aneurismal  needle. 
This  instrument  deviated  from 
the  one  generally  used,  by  form- 
ing a  larger  portion  of  the  seg- 
ment of  a  smaller  circle,  so  as  to 
occupy  much  less  room.  A  sin- 
gle silk  ligature  was  passed  under 
the  artery,  and  tied  in  the  ordina- 

*■'  Mr.  Cooper  here  reoiarked  upon  the 
necessity  of  ihe  horizontal  posture,  for  the 
entire  ricprivaiion  of  all  muscular  action, 
every  fued  jioint  being  thus  taken  ft  way. 
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ry  way  :  the  vessel  could  then  be 
seen  pulsating  between  the  heart 
and  the  ligature,  although  previ- 
ously the  pulsations  could  scarce- 
ly either  be  seen  or  felt.  One 
end  of  the  ligature  being  cut  off 
close  to  the  artery,  the  other  was 
left  at  the  external  wound.  The 
integuments  were  brought  togeth- 
er by  a  single  suture  and  adhesive 
plaster,  and  the  right  arm  and 
band  were  enveloped  in  flannel. 
The  patient  was  then  replaced  in 
bed,  having  scarcely  lost  an  ounce 
of  blood  :  indeed,  only  one  small 
artery  was  divided,  and  which 
ceased  bleeding  without  being 
tied.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumor 
entirely  ceased  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  ligature,  and  the  sac 
soon  became  completely  empty. 
The  patient  expressed  great  re- 
lief, and  did  well. 

Case  of  Premature  Growth. 

B.  Eckhofer,  born  in  1806  of 
healthy  parents  :  her  mother  had 
six  children,  all  of  whom  bad  been 
very  robust.  At  birth,  she  was 
twenty-three  inches  long,  and 
weighed  about  two  pounds  more 
than  usual.  The  fontanels  of  the 
cranium  were  not  at  all  ossified. 
From  the  eighth  day  the  mother's 
milk  was  found  insulficient,  and 
broth  was  given.  A  fortnight  af- 
ter birth,  four  teeth  appeared  ; 
but,  excepting  the  unusual  size 
of  the  child,  nothing  extraordinary 
was  remarked  until  the  seventh 
month,  when  she  was  weaned, 
and,  although  her  food  was  not  of 
a  very  digestible  quality,  her 
health  continued  good.  She  now 
began  to  walk.  The  incisor  teeth 
protruded  through  Ihe  gums,  and 
the  hair,  which  had  hitherto  been 
fair,  became  dark,  and  grew  so 
fast  as  to  reach  the  middle  of  the 
back.     At   nine  months   old   she 


menstruated,  and,  in  fact,  exhib- 
ited every  sign  of  puberty.  The 
first  time,  the  discharge  continued 
for  seven  days,  and  occurred  reg- 
ularly until  her  death,  which  took 
place  when  she  was  twelve  years 
of  age.  After  the  ninth  month 
she  did  not  for  some  time  grow  so 
rapidly,  but  at  six  years  of  age 
she  was  three  feet  nine  inches  in 
height,  and  weighed  fifty-four 
pounds.  It  is  remarkable  that, 
notwithstanding  the  general  de- 
velopment of  the  body,  and  of 
the  organs  of  generation  in  par- 
ticular, she  never  exhibited  any 
sign  of  sexual  instinct. 

Extirpation  of  Ovarian  Tumors. 

There  is  a  curious  contrast  be- 
tween the  medical  and  surgical 
practice  of  our  continental  breth- 
ren,— the  former  employing  such 
remedies  as  marsh-mallow  pti- 
sans and  orange-flower  water,  and 
exclaiming  against  the  practice  of 
England  as  fit  only  for  horses:  the 
latter  ventures  on  operations  so 
daring,  that  most  English  surgeons 
shrink  from  performing  them.  Of 
late  years,  however,  some  of  the 
operators  of  this  island  have 
shown  an  anxiety  to  import  such 
operations  from  the  continent,  or 
to  invent  others  which  vie  with 
them  in  boldness.  Mr.  Lizars, 
of  Edinburgh,  published  four 
cases,  in  which  long  incisions  had 
been  made  into  the  abdomen,  from 
which  the  bowels  protruded,  for 
the  removal  of  tumors  of  the  ova- 
ry. Of  the  four  patients  who 
were  the  subjects  of  this  opera- 
tion, one  died,  (we  do  not  like  to 
use  a  stronger  expression  ;)  in  an- 
other, when  the  abomen  was  laid 
open,  no  tumor  was  found  ;  in  the 
third,  the  tumor  adhered  so  ex- 
tensively that  it  could  not  be  re- 
moved ;   in  the  fourth,  one  tumor 
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was  removed,  but  another,  almost 
as  large,  was  left  behind.  One 
would  suppose  that  these  results 
would  have  been  sufficiently  dis- 
couraging, yet  Mr.  Lizars  takes 
for  his  motto  this  sentence  :  "  If 
English  surgeons  will  not  perform 
these  operations,  those  of  France 
and  America  will."  Although 
Mr.  Lizars  has  formed  an  esti- 
mate of  these  cases  exactly  the 
opposite  to  that  of  ninety-nine 
men  out  of  a  hundred,  he  de- 
serves great  credit  for  the  can- 
dor of  his  publication. 

We  understand,  on  authority 
which  we  cannot  doubt,  that, 
within  the  last  month  or  two,  a 
practitioner  of  note  in  this  town 
has  extirpated  the  uterus  of  a 
poor  woman  from  the  country. 
What  the  result  was,  we  know 
only  from  report,  but  we  think, 
in  honesty  to  his  brethren,  he  is 
bound  to  publish  it.  Whether 
successful  or  not,  it  will  be  a 
useful  guide  to  those  who  are  de- 
liberating about  the  propriety  of 
performing  this  operation.  No- 
thing can  be  more  mischievous 
than  to  publish  only  fortunate 
cases,  except  it  be  to  permit  fail- 
ures to  circulate  as  successes. 
A  few  months  ago  a  paragraph 
appeared  in  the  Literary  Gazette, 
headed  "  Extraordinary  Surgical 
Operation,"  slating  that  a  tumor, 
eight  pounds  in  weight,  and  larger 
than  a  man's  head,  had  been  ex- 
tracted through  an  incision  nine 
inches  long,  from  the  abdomen  of 
a  woman,  with  great  facility,  and 
with  the  loss  of  not  more  than 
two  ounces  of  blood.  Since  then 
it  has  been  copied  into  the  New 
Monthly  Magazine.  What  will 
our  readers  think  when  we  tell 
them  that  the  poor  woman  died 
a  few  days  after  the  operation  ; 
yet  this  important  appendix  to  the 


case  has  never  been  added  to  it, 
and  it  has  circulated  as  a  success- 
ful operation  among  the  numerous 
readers  of  the  Literary  Gazette 
and  the  Monthly  Magazine;  many 
of  them,  of  course,  medical  men, 
and  some  of  them  young  surgeons, 
longing  to  flesh  their  knives  with 
some  such  surgical  enterprise. 

Spina  Bifida  cured  by  Puncture. 

A  child  was  taken  to  Professor 
RuGGiERi,  with  paralysis  of  the 
inferior  extremities.  Upon  exa- 
mination, it  was  found  that  spina 
bifida  existed  upon  the  lumbar 
vertebrae.  The  tumor  was  trans- 
parent, and  painful  upon  pressure. 
There  was  an  obvious  fluctuation 
in  it.  The  mother  was  desired 
to  protect  it  from  injury  as  much 
as  possible,  and  no  curative  means 
were  attempted.  The  child  was 
shortly  afterwards  entrusted,  per- 
fectly naked,  to  the  care  of  its 
sister  for  a  ^ew  moments,  and  by 
some  accident  the  tumor  was 
punctured.  A  large  quantity  of 
fluid  escaped,  and  the  child  suf- 
fered no  inconvenience.  It  was 
taken  almost  immediately  to  M. 
BozEKi,  who  found  the  tumor 
flaccid  and  wrinkled.  Slight 
pressure  was  applied  by  means 
of  a  bandage  ;  but  in  a  few  days 
the  tumor  again  enlarged,  although 
it  did  not  regain  its  original  size. 
It  was  now  punctured  with  a  nee- 
dle, and  its  contents  evacuated. 
Slight  inflammation  arose  on  the 
following  day  in  the  tumor,  and 
adhesion  took  place  between  the 
skin  and  surrounding  parts.  A 
small  quantity  of  fluid  again  col- 
lected, which  was  removed  in  a 
similar  manner.  Compression 
was  again  applied,  and  the  sur- 
rounding parts  became  complete- 
ly consolidated.  In  the  course  of 
a  year,  the  vertebral  column  had 
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acquired  a  semi-cartilaginous 
hardness,  and  the  paralytic  aflec- 
tion  of  the  inferior  extremities 
was  entirely  removed.  A  thin 
sheet  of  lead  was  kept  upon  the 
part  by  means  of  a  bandage. 

Another  child  was  treated  in 
the  same  manner,  and  with  simi- 
lar success. 

The  relater  of  these  cases  ob- 
serves, that  so  fortunate  a  result 
must  not  be  expected  when  spina 
bifida  is  complicated  with  hydro- 
cephalus. 

Treatment  of  Traumatic  Tetanus. 

The  symptoms  of  this  formida- 
ble disease  in  many  cases  do  not 
appear  until  many  days  have 
elapsed  after  the  infliction  of  the 
local  injury.  In  such  instances, 
Dr.  Wendt  recommends  that 
calomel  should  be  freely  exhibit- 
ed, so  as  to  produce  very  abun- 
dant alvine  evacuations.  In  this 
country  purgatives  have  been  of- 
ten tried,  but  mercury  has  not 
been  administered  in  the  manner 
advised  by  Dr.  W.  In  the  tirst 
case  he  has  adduced,  the  patient 
was  attacked  with  tetanic  symp- 
toms fourteen  days  after  a  surgi- 
cal operation.  The  jaw  was 
completely  locked  ;  the  body  ri- 
gid. Two  grains  of  calomel  were 
given  every  two  hours.  The 
symptoms  not  being  alleviated, 
six  grains  of  jalap  were  added  to 
each  dose.  The  bowels  were 
freely  acted  upon,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  extreme  rigidity 
ofthemuscies  was  much  dimin- 
ished. The  wound  continued 
healing.  The  same  doses  of  ca- 
lomel were  given,  but  at  more 
distant  periods.  In  four  days  the 
spasmodic  symptoms  had  almost 
entirely  subsided,  A  slight  dilh- 
culty  in  opening  the  mouth  alone 
refnai'ied,  and    this    \v^s  relieved 


by  friction.  The  salivary  glands 
were  not  at  all  affected. 

In  another  case,  which  also  fol- 
lowed an  operation,  the  patient 
was  seized  with  tetanic  symptoms 
after  imprudently  exposing  her- 
self to  cold.  Calomel  w^as  ad- 
ministered in  the  same  manner, 
and  in  four  days  every  alarming 
symptom  had  subsided. 

Dr.  Wendt  has  since  seen  ma- 
ny similar  cases  of  trismus  and 
tetanus,  succeeding  to  local  inju- 
ry, and  the  alvine  treatment,  he 
states,  has  always  been  crowned 
with  success. 

Prurigo  cured  by  Colchicum. 
A  man,  xt.  70,  was  admitted  with 
the  disease  in  its  inveterate  form. 
Dr.  Elliotson  gave  half  a  drachm 
of  the  wine  of  colchicum  ter  die. 
This  the  patient  took  for  three 
weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  was  dismissed  cured. 


IV. 

HOSPITAL      REPORT. 

Removal  of  half  of  the  lower  Jaw 
Bone  for  Osteosarcoma. 

Origin  of  the  Disease. 
James  Cook,  blockmakcr,  aged 
17.  Sixteen  months  since  received 
a  violent  blow  on  the  left  side  of  the 
lowerjaw.  In  four  months  after,  he 
perceived  an  enlargement  of  the 
bone  on  that  side,  which  for  ten 
months  was  slow,  but  for  the  last 
month  has  been  rapid.  The  tumor 
now  produces  a  most  unsightly  pro- 
jection of  the  face  on  the  left  side. 
At  (irst  view  it  appears  to  be  seated 
on  the  front  of  the  bone,  but  on  ex- 
amination is  ascertained  to  extend 
inward  to  the  mouth  as  wvW  as  out- 
ward. The  whole  of  the  left  side 
of  the  jaw  is  found  to  be  in  an  en- 
Iai<red  slate  from  tlie  chin  to  the  ear  ; 
and  tlie  projection  in  front  of  the 
bnneisof  the  size  ofa  large  egg.  The 
Coiisuhinj;  Physicians  of  the  hospital 
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having  examined  the  patient,  agreed 
that  nothing  could  save  the  patient's 
life  but  an  operation.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly performed  by  Dr.  Wakren 
on  the  following  day. 

Operation.     February,  1825. 

An  incision  was  begun  close  to 
the  fore  part  of  the  ear  and  carried 
downward  to  the  angle  of  the  jaw, 
thence  forward,  in  a  semicircular 
form  to  the  chin,  pursuing  the  line  of 
the  lower  edge  of  the  jaw.  The 
skin  and  muscles  were  dissected  up- 
ward so  as  to  uncover  the  jaw  and 
the  tumor.  The  dissection  was  then 
carried  under  and  within  the  jaw,  to 
separate  it  from  the  mouth.  Next, 
the  two  front  teeth  of  the  left  side 
were  removed.  Then  the  bone  was 
sawn  through  at  the  chin  by  Hey's 
saw  ;  in  doing  which,  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  have  the  bone  supported  by  an 
assistant,  on  account  of  its  unsteadi- 
ness under  the  saw.  In  this  way 
the  bone  being  divided,  the  anterior 
part  of  it  was  drawn  forwards  and 
the  knife  carried  on  its  inside,  to 
complete  the  division  of  the  flesh 
within,  up  to  the  joint.  The  bone 
being  found  to  be  enlarged  quite  into 
the  socket,  it  was  necessary  to  dis- 
articulate it.  In  order  to  accomplish 
this  the  attachment  of  the  temporal 
muscle  to  the  coronoid  process  was 
cut  off,  and  with  les^  difficulty  than 
was  expected.  After  this,  the  liga- 
ments of  the  joint  being  cut,  the 
bone  was  removed  from  its  socket. 

The  facial  artery  was  divided  ; 
and  the  internal  maxillary  artery, 
being  in  contact  with  the  tumor,  was 
necessarily  cut  off.  Both  bled  furi- 
ously, but  were  readily  slopped  bv 
compressing  the  carotid  arterv  firm- 
ly, while  they  were  secured  by  liga- 
ture. The  patient  did  not  losie  much 
blood ;  nor  did  he  complain  very 
much  of  the  operation. 

The  skin  was  brought  together 
and  secured  by  plasters ;  and  the 
large  excavation,  formed  by  taking 
out  the  bone,  was  filled  hy  sponges 
on  the  outside  of  the  dressings  .ind 
well  secured  by  bandage. 


On  the  evening  of  the  operation, 
the  patient,  after  appearing  well, 
was  excessively  faint ;  not  from  loss 
of  blood  but  from  constitutional  sym- 
pathy ;  and  great  fears  were  fell  for 
his  life.  By  the  use  of  cordials  and 
external  warmth  he  revived,  and  had 
no  further  bad  symptoms  afterwards. 
Great  part  of  the  wound  was  found 
united  on  the  first  dressing,  and  the 
rest  healed  well,  so  that  in  a  month 
he  was  well  euough  to  quit  the  hos- 
pital. 

Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  half 
the  lower  jaw,  he  was  able  to  bite" 
and  chew  very  comfortably.  Before 
he  left  the  hospital,  some  one  asking 
him  if  he  could  use  his  jaw,  he  an- 
swered, "  Give  me  a  cracker  (bis- 
cuit) and  I  will  show  you." 

Remarks, 

Considering  the  importance  of  the 
parts  involved  in  this  operation,  it  is 
remarkable  that  it  should  be  accom- 
plished with  so  much  ease,  and  so 
little  ill  consequence.  The  affection 
of  the  constitution  at  a  period  a  few 
hours  subsequent  to  the  operation 
was  indeed  great,  but  soon  passed 
off.  Young  persons  suffer  more  by 
constitutional  sympathy  from  opera- 
tions, than  old  ones  :  that  is,  they 
are  in  more  danger  of  being  depress- 
ed and  dying  than  old  people,  under 
the  same  loss  of  blood.  Infants  ope- 
rated on  for  hare-lip,  sometimes  die 
from  this  cause,  to  the  great  aston- 
ishment of  the  surgeon.  Children 
subjected  to  amputation  and  other 
considerable  operations,  now  and 
then  sink  where  there  has  been  very 
little  ofiiision  of  blood.  Such  occur- 
rences shouiti  iead  us  to  watch  these 
young  patients  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary attention.  As  an  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  difference  of  impression 
made  by  operations  on  patients  of 
different  ages,  con)pare  the  effect  of 
tins  operation  on  a  heaitliy  muscular 
young  man,  with  that  related  in  the 
second  number  of  this  journal  on  a 
person  of  feeble  constitution  and  ad- 
vanced period  of  life. 
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BOSTON     MEDICAL    DISPE>SARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  February,  1828. 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole   number   of  cases,    6l.       Of 

Abortus  -         -         -  2 

Arthrosia  acuta       -         -  2 

do.        chronica  -  1 

Bex  sicca        -         -         .  2 

Catarrhus        -         -         -  1 

Causis    -         -         _         .  1 

Chlorosis         -         -         -  1 

Contusio  -         -         -  1 

Dyspepsia       -         .         -  s 

Gastritis  -         .         .  g 

Helmimhia     -         -         .  3 

Odontia  dentitionis  -  3 

Paramenia  obstructionis  -  2 

do.         superflua        -  l 

Parturition      -         -         -  4 

Paniria  retentionis  -         -  1 

Phlegmone      -         -         .  j 

E.  Pieiiritis     ...  1 

-   E.  Pneumonitis        -  .  j 

do.  notha     -  8 

Prurigo  -         .         .  1 

Punctura         -         -         -  1 

Sarcoma  tuberculosum     -  1 

Sphacelus        -  -  -  2 

Struma  ...  1 

Synochus        -         -         -  2 

do.       puerperarum     -  1 

Ulcus     -         ...  3 

Vaccinia         ...  4 

J.  W.  McKean. 

EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  65  :  of 
these,  19  were  vaccinia,  and  2  were 
puerperal  ;  65 — 21=44  cases  re- 
quiring medical  or  surgical  treat- 
ment.    Of 

Apoplexia       ...  1 

Arthrosia  lumborum  -  1 
E.  Brcmcliitis  -  -  -  3 
Catarrhus  -  -  -  4 
Cholera  ...         2 

Chorea  -         -         -         .  i 

DiarrhcBa        -         -         -         1 


Dyspepsia 

Fracture 

Furunculus 

Ilaemorrhagia  uterina 

Helminthia 

E,  Hepatitis   - 

Hydarthrus 

Marisca  crueuta 

Ophthalmia     - 

Paralysis  hemiplegia 

Paramenia  difficilis 

Paristhmitis  maligna 

Phlegmone  mamma 

E.  Pleuritis     - 

E.  Pneumonitis 

Synochus 

Typhus 

Ulcus  fistulosum  linguae   • 

The  weather  was  remarkably  warm 
and  changeful;  with  the  interposition 
of  three  cold,  clear  and  windy  days, 
of  some  rain,  and  of  a  violent  snow- 
storm on  the  24th. 

The  patients  under  puberty  were 
S8  per  cent.  ;  last  month  they  yield- 
ed 0.53  of  the  cases. 

In  the  last  month  adult  females 
constituted  .07  of  the  patients  la- 
boring under  acute  disease  ;  in  this 
month,  they  furnished  32  of  such 
cases, 

0.40  of  the  medical  cases  were  of 
bronchial  or  thoracic  disease. 

Derangements  of  the  functions  of 
the  alimentary  canal  were  frequent, 
attending  many  of  the  cases,  and  in 
some  presenting  the  most  prominent 
symptoms.  Some  cases  of  continued 
fever  occurred  in  adult  females,  and 
were  characterised  by  great  gastro- 
enteric disturbance. 

J.  G.  Stevenson. 


SOUTHERN    district. 

Including  .January. 

Whole  number   of  cases,  137.      Of 

Apoplexia  entonica  -  1 

Apostema  commune         -  1 

Arthrosia  acuta       -         -  1 

do.        chronica  -  6 

Asthma  -         -         -  2 

Bex  convulsiva        -         -  3 

do.  humida    ...  2 
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E.  Bronchitis  -  -  1 

Cauma  ...  4 

Catarrhus  communis  -  9 

Causis    -         -         -  -  1 

Colica  rliachialgia  -  -  1 

Delirium  tremens    -  -  2 

Diarrhoea  mucosa    -  -  3 

Dyspepsia       -         -  -  3 
Erythema  oedematosum 

do.        erysipelatosutu 
Gangrena  caries 
E.  Hepatitis  acuta  - 
do.        chronica 
Impetigo  laminosa 

do.        sparsa 
Paramenia  difficilis 

do.         obstructionis  4 

do.         superflua  -  3 

Paristhmitis  tonsillaris  -  1 

Phthisis  catarrhalis  -  2 

E.  Pleuritis     -        -  -  9 

E.  Pneumonitis       -  -  9 

Porrigo  favosa         -  -  1 

do.      furfuracea  -  1 

do.      galeata        -  -  2 

Psoriasis  gyrata       -  -  1 

Struma  vulg.  -  -  1 

Systremma  gast.      -         -  1 

Trismus  algidus       -  -  1 

Ulcus  vitiosum         -         -  1 

Urticaria         -        -  -  I 

Vaccinia         -         -  -  50 

Vulnus  -         -         -         -  1 

In  the  above  the  cases  of  midwife- 
ry are  omitted.  The  case  of  Apo- 
plexy occurred  the  9th  of  February, 
in  a  female  patient  aged  34,  who  the 
29th  of  January  came  under  treat- 
ment for  an  ordinary  cold  (catarrhus 
communis).  In  five  days,  after  free 
depletion,  the  patient  was  apparently 
well,  and  free  from  all  cough  ;  when 
suddenly  the  articulation  of  the  great 
toe  with  the  metatarsal  bone,  be- 
came very  painful  and  swelled,  as  it 
liad  done  twice  before  within  two 
or  three  years,  at  first  from  a  slight 
injury,  though  now  without  any  other 
apparent  cause  than  having  taken 
some  improper  food,  for  which  an 
eraetico-cathartic  was  administered, 
and  a  saturnine  poultice  moderately 
warm,  applied  to  the  foot,  to  be 
renewed  every  six  honrs.      At   this 


time    there  was    not    the    slightest 
catarrhal  symptom.     In  two  or  three 
days  the  foot  was  quite  relieved,  and 
the  head  began  to  ache,  at  first  gene- 
rally, but  in  twenty-four  hours  it  was 
seated  over  the  eyes.       The   pulse, 
which    had    heretofore  been  natural, 
now  became  excited  and  hard.     Ve- 
nesection was  had  recourse  to,  and  a 
cathartic  ordered.      The  eyes  were 
very  much  inflamed  ;  and   there  was 
a  great  intolerance  of  light.      Cloths 
wrung  out  in    a   cold  saturnine  solu- 
tion  were  applied   to   the  eyes  and 
forehead,  and    the   loom  darkened  ; 
the  cold  applications,  however,  were 
discontinued  in  the   night  by  the  at- 
tendants, from  their  being  disagreea- 
ble to   the    patient.       The  next  day 
the  patient  was  much  the  same,  cer- 
tainly no  better.      Cathartic  had  not 
operated  well  ;  directed  another,  and 
the  cold  application  to  the  head  to  be 
resumed.    The  pulse  about  90,  hard, 
but  not  full.      About  11  o'clock,  A. 
M.  the  attack  of  apoplexy  came  on  ; 
the   patient   first  lie  in  a    comatose 
state   with  stertorous  breathing,   for 
about  an    hour,   and    then    became 
convulsed  generally.      I   visited  the 
patient  two    hours  after  ;    found  her 
in  this  insensible  comatose  state  with 
stertorous    breathing    between     the 
spasms.       During    the    spasms    the 
breathing  was  not  stertorous.       The 
spasms  commenced  in  the  muscles  of 
the  (dce,  such  as   opening  and  shut- 
ting   the    eyes,    distortions    of    the 
mouth,  &c.,   then   extending   to   the 
muscles  of  the  body  and  extremities. 
Blood    was   immediately    drawn,   as 
long   as   it    would    continue   to  flow, 
and    amounted    to  only  l6  3-      The 
patient   was    quiet    when    the    veins 
were   opened,    but  immediately  be- 
came convulsed,  so  much  so  that  two 
or  three  persons   were    necessary  to 
hold   her  on  the  bed  while  the  head 
was  supported  at  the  requisite  height. 
When    123.    of    blood    had    been 
drawn,  the  patient  became  tranquil, 
and  had  no  recurrence  of  the  spasms. 
The  jaws  now  relaxed,  and  she  be- 
came able  to  swallow.     A  blistering 


94 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


plaster,  six  by  six  iiichps,  was  appli- 
ed between  the  shouiders,  and  iiydr. 
submur.  with  a  small  quaiitily  of 
ipecac,  administered  freely.  Cold 
applied  to  the  head,  and  warmth  to 
tlie  extremities,  wliich  were  cold, 
constituted  the  treatment  until  the 
next  morning;  at  which  time  the 
patient  had  taken  a  scruple  of  calo- 
mel and  four  grains  of  ipecac,  which 
produced  copious  discharges  during 
the  day.  The  same  medicine,  in 
smaller  doses,  was  continued  for 
three  days,  when  the  metallic  fetor 
became  perceptible  in  the  breath, 
and  it  was  laid  aside.  The  blister 
had  drawn  well  ;  the  eyes  were  less 
inflamed  ;  the  patient  was  conscious 
of  the  calls  of  nature,  but  could  not 
yet  articulate  distinctly,  or  give  a 
correct  answer  to  any  question,  and 
did  not  recognize  the  attendants  ; 
the  pulse  was  soft,  but  yet  excited. 
A  cathartic  was  prescribed  to  be 
taken  early  the  next  morning. 

On  visiting  the  patient  this  day 
about  noon,  learned  from  the  attend- 
ants that  about  one  hour  previous, 
which  was  forty-eight  hours  from  the 
apoplectic  attack,  she  became  con- 
scious and  perfectly  rational,  asking 
many  questions  relative  to  her  situa- 
tion. From  this  time  she  gradually 
recovered  ;  the  pain  left  the  head  ; 
the  eyes  were  soon  well  ;  neither  the 
cough  nor  painful  affection  of  the  foot 
returned.  The  mouth  became  very 
painful,  much  swelled  and  inflamed 
from  the  calomel,  but  from  which 
she  is  now  nearly  well. 

In  the  same  house  was  another 
case  of  catarrhus  communis,  which 
left  the  patient  with  a  severe  pain  in 
the  head,  which  has  resisted  various 
remedies,  and  is  gradually  wearing 
itself  out.  It  occurs  in  the  early 
part  of  the  day,  and  remits  in  the 
evening.  The  residence  of  these 
patients,  who  are  people  of  color,  is 
on  the  most  bleak  part  of  the  Neck. 

The  cases  of  diarrhoea  mucosa 
occurred  in  January.  The  subjects 
were  Irish,  and  miserably  poor,  resid- 
ing in  cold,  damp  dwellings.  The 
•ases  of  pleuritis  were  with  one   ex- 


ception" over  ten  years.     Those   of 
pneumonitis  all  under  three  years. 

The  case  of  TnisMi;s  algidus  oc- 
curred Feb.  15th,  and  was  the  third 
attack  of  locked  jaw  which  the  pa- 
tient had  experienced.  While  this 
person  was  at  the  military  post  on 
the  Mississippi,  near  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony,  he  suffered  from  two  at- 
tacks of  trismus  traumaticus  occasion- 
ed by  gunshot  wounds.  This  attack 
of  trismus  algidus  followed  exposure 
to  a  raw  N.  E.  wind.  It  came  on  in 
the  afternoon,  like  an  electric  shock. 
The  jaw  was  at  once  immovably  fix- 
ed. I  saw  the  patient  in  half  an  hour, 
and  found  that  the  extensor  muscles 
of  the  arms  and  body  were  at  inter- 
vals of  a  few  minutes  spasmodically 
contracted;  also  the  pulse  rather  small, 
otherwise  natural.  Bled  in>mediately 
to  20  3  .v/hen  the  patient  became  faint. 
The  jaws  were  now  pried  open,  and 
an  active  emetic  of  ipecac,  and  ant, 
tart,  administered.  After  its  opera- 
tion the  spasms  of  the  extensor  mus- 
cles subsided,  and  the  jaw  was  less  rig- 
idly fixed.  Ipecac,  opium  and  calo- 
mel, in  powders,  were  directed  to  be 
taken  through  the  ni^ht.  In  the  morn- 
ing the  patient  was  better,  and  I  was 
informed  that  on  taking  one  pow- 
der, he  had  immediately  gone  to 
sleep  early  in  the  evening,  and  did 
not  awake  till  the  morning,  when 
he  was  very  much  relieved.  The 
jaws  could  be  separated  half  an  inch, 
there  was  a  pleasant  moisture  upon 
the  skin,  and  no  pain  except  at  the 
articulation  of  the  lower  jaw,  and 
that  only  on  motion.  The  powders 
were  continued  through  this  day  and 
the  day  following,  when  a  dose  of 
castor  oil  completed  the  cure  without 
the  smallest  recurrence  of  any  un- 
pleasant symptom.  The  cases  of  pleu- 
ritis terminated  favorably  ;  those  of 
pneumonitis  all  favorably  but  one,  a 
child  aged  11  months,  who  died  Feb. 
18th,  ten  days  after  the  first  attack. 
It  was  the  only  death  which  occur- 
red that  month.  In  January  no 
death  occurred. 

Chari.es  T.  Hildreth. 
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WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole    number    of  cases,   46.  Of 

Arthrosia  acuta        -         -  1 

do.         chronica  -  1 

Burn       -         -         -         -  1 

Catarrhus  pulraon.  acut.  11 

Cephalaea  intensa   -         -  2 

Colica    -         -         -         -  1 

Croup     -         -         -         -  1 

Delirium  tremens    -         -  1 

Diarriioea        ...  3 

Dyspepsia       -         -         -  2 

Epilepsy  -         -         -  1 

Erysipelas       -         -         -  1 

Hysteria  -         -         -  1 

Parotitis  -  -  -  2 

Paralysis  -         -         -  2 

Phthisis  ...  2 

Pneumonitis    -         -         -  1 

Porrigo  favosa  -         -  1 

Puerperal        ...  2 

Sprain    -         -         -         -  1 

Tnnsilitis         -         -         -  1 

Ulcuscula  oris  -         -  1 

Vaccinia         -        -        -  6 
J.  H.  Lane. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT. 

Whole    number    of  cases,   27.      Of 

Bex  chronica  -         -  1 

Cholera  -         -         -  1 

Colica   -         -         -         -  I 
Contusio    super   ociilum    ex- 

inde  nigrescentem         -  I 

Ecp.  porrigo  (in  capita)  -  1 

Ec|).  scabies  -  -  -  1 

Entasia  systremma  -  1 

E.  paristlimitis  ■         -  1 

E. synochus  -  -  -  3 

Haemoptysis  -         -         -  1 

Helminthia     -         -  -  2 

L.  dyspepsia  -         -  3 

Leucorrhcea  -  -  -  1 

Ophthaln)ia    -         -  -  1 

Paruria  still,  (strangury)  I 

Phlegm,  mam.         -         -  1 

Pneumonia     -  -  -  1 

Proct.  maris,  (piles)  -  1 

Puellam  pep.  -         -  1 

Ulcus  cruris  -         -         -  1 

Ulcus  oris      -         -         -  2 

E.  G.  Davis. 


The  Editors  acknowledge  their 
obligations  to  the  physicians  of  the 
Boston  Dispensary  for  the  reports  of 
diseases  which  have  been  received. 
Thoy  will  thank  them  in  future  to  send 
the  reports  to  the  publisher,  Mr.  John 
Cotton,  corner  of  Washington  and 
Franklin  streets,  as  early  in  the 
month  in  which  they  are  to  be  pub- 
lished as  they  can  find  convenient. 


Calcined  Magnesia. — M.  Robi-' 
quet  has  found  out  a  new  way  of  ob- 
taining this  article  at  less  time  and 
expense  than  attend  the  usual  mode 
of  preparing  it.  It  consists  in  wet- 
ling  and  pressing  strongly  in  a  cloth 
some  carbonated  magnesia,  in  order 
to  form  a  cake  of  a  smaller  vohmie^ 
and  then  of  calcining  it.  M.  Robi- 
quet  has  thus  obtained,  in  an  hour 
and  a  half,  from  thirty  ounces  of  car- 
bonate of  magnesia,  twelve  ounces 
of  burnt  and  dense  magnesia.  He 
objects  to  the  opinion,  that  this  is 
not  so  sweet  and  fine  as  that  made 
in  England. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  March  15,  at  noon. 

March  8.     Mary  Newell,  42  yr». 

Jane  Cook,  28 

Jane  Fitzpatrick,  28 

9.     Lydia  K.  Thayer,  21 

10.  Benjamin  Callender,  82 
William  FuUerton,  33 

11.  Thomas  Gushing,  .35 
Joseph  Buttler,  29 
Kosel  Martin,  26 
Louisa  L.  Sewall,  28 
George  E.  Robinson,  4 

12.  Margaret  Rowe,  41 
Charles  B.  Hutchinson,      6 

13.  Patrick  Hays,  11  mo. 
Rebecca  Phillips,  51  yra. 
Alpheus  Allen,  36 

14.  Elizabeth  Neville,  37 

15.  Elizabeth  Turner,  58 

Diseases.  Burn,  1 — Consumption,  7 — 
Child-bed,  1— Dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— Infan- 
tile, 1 — Intemperance,  1 — Liver  complaint,  1 
—Old  age,  1— Pleurisy,  1— Typhus  fever,  2— 
Unknown,  1.  Males,  8— Females,  10.— Total, 
18. 
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NOTICE. 

It  was  stated  in  the  first  num- 
ber of  this  Journal  that  it  would 
be  sent  to  all  the  former  subscrib- 
ers of  the  jYeic- England  Journal 
and  of  the  Medical  Intelligencer  ; 
with  the  request  that  all  who  did 
not  wish  to  become  subscribers, 
would  return  their  copies.  It 
has  also  been  sent  to  a  consid- 
erable number  of  other  medical 
gentlemen,  in  order  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  work,  with  the 
same  request.  As  many  persons 
may  have  omitted  to  notice  par- 
ticularly this  request,  the  pub- 
lisher takes  occasion  to  repeat  it; 
He  requests,  therefore,  that  all 
gentlemen  who  have  received  the 
numbers  of  this  Journal  and  who 
do  not  wish  it  continued,  will 
return  by  mail  their  numbers  as 
far  as  received,  done  up  in  the 
same  way  as  they  received  them, 
with  their  names  written  upon  thtm 
with  a  pencil,  and  directed  to  The 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  Boston. 

Former  agents  of  the  J^ew- 
England  Journal  who  receive  this 
work,  are  requested  to  signify  in 
the  same  way  to  the  publisher  if 
they  wish  them  discontinued.  And 
if  it  be  inconvenient  to  them  to 
distribute  the  work,  weekly,  or 
if  it  be  more  desirable  to  the  sub- 
scribers for  whom  they  take  co- 
pies to  receive  the  same  directly 
by  mail,  they  are  requested  to 
send  information  to  that  eflfect. 

Subscribers  are  reminded  that 
by  transmitting  the  amount  of 
their  subscription  at  an  early 
day,  they  will  obtain  the  work  at 


about  15  per  cent,  less  cost  than 
if  it  be  delayed. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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ATHENEUM : 

SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISa  MAGAZINES, 
NO.  96,    NEW  SKRIIS. 

UST  published  by  John  Cotton,  184, 
Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St. 

Contents. — The  Suicide's  Grave — The 
Wanderer — The  Prison — The  Bachelor''s 
Beat.  No.  ill. — The  ilcbber  Spatolino — 
Vicissitudes  in  the  Life  of  an  Actor.  No. 
IV.— Trials  of  Temper.  By  the  Etlrirk 
Shepherd— The  Royal  Reefer  and  Bob 
Clewlines. — Varieties  :  Rouse  not  a  Sleep- 
ing Weaver — John  Kenible — To  prevent 
Snow-water  penetrating-  Boots  and  Shoes 
— Preparation  of  Blacking — A  Docile  Pig 
—  Longevity — A  Bold  Experiment— Beau- 
tiful Pearl. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  <he 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  poor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  any  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

SULPHUR  BATH.— Dr.  R.  has,  at 
his  house,  a  private  Sulphur  Bath  on  an 
improved  plan,  which  he  will  administer 
in  cases  of  Rheumatism,  and  affections  of 
the  skin  which  require  it. 

Htad  of  Franklin  Place,  Boston. 

eop6t 

NEW  APOTHECARY'S  SHOP. 

|R.W.  BRADFORD,  finding  the  prac- 
tice of  Physic  injurious  to  his  health, 
has  relinquished  it,  and  opened  an  Apoth- 
ecar\''s  Shop  at  the  head  of  Poplar  Street, 
where  he  will  keep  the  best  of  Medicines 
and  devote  his  personal  attention  to  the 
preparation  and  delivery  of  the  same. — 
The  Prefcriplions  of  Physicians  will  be 
accurately  put  up  and  Families  may  de- 
pend on  correctness  ;  he  therefore  sulicitt 
a  share  of  public   patronage. 

Medicines  may  be  obtained  in  the  night 
as  well   as  by  day. 

Botlon,  Jlug.  30,  tS27. 
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paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollart  if 
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I. 

ON  THE    TRANSFUSION    OF  BLOOD. 

By  W.  Channing,  M.D. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the 
doctrine   that    disease    was    the 
consequence   of  a  change   in  the 
blood  from  a   healthy  or  natural, 
to  a  diseased  or  unnatural    condi- 
tion, it  occurred  to  some  medical 
philosophers   that  the   surest  and 
readiest  mode  of  cure  was  to  re- 
move the  diseased  blood  from  the 
body,  and  to  substitute  for    it  the 
blood  of  an  animal  in  health.   Much 
speculation  arose  on  the  question 
what  sort  of  blood,  or  the  blood  of 
what   animr.i    would    answer   the 
purpose  of  the  doctrine  best,  and 
it  would  seem  that  the  blood  of  a 
lamb   obtained   the   most  reputa- 
tion.    The  doctrine  was   put    to 
the  sure  test  of  experiment.     But 
whatever    blood    was    employed, 
the  result    was  so   disastrous  that 
the    practice    fell   into   great  dis- 
credit.    And   its  provins:    fatal  in 
tl'.e   instance   of  a   young  man  of 
rank  in   England,  was  among  the 
causes  of  its  final  abandonment. 


Within  a  few    years   the  prac- 
tice of  Transfusion  has  been  re- 
vived  in   England,  with   differfnt 
views,    under    different    circum- 
stances, and   with   very   different 
results.     We  are  indebted  to  Dr. 
Blundell,  Lecturer  on  Physiology 
at  Guy's  Hospital,  for  some  very 
interesting   facts  on  this  subject. 
He  acknowledges  that  he  is  whol- 
ly indebted  to  some    experiments 
instituted    by     Dr.    Leacock    of 
Barbadoes,  for  his  earliest  notions 
on   the   subject.       The   paper  in 
which  Dr.    B.'s  first  experiments 
are    contained    was    published   in 
1818.      In  his   more  recent  work 
on  Physiology,  he  has  stiil  further 
treated    on   transfusion.     A  brief 
abstract  will  be  given  of  the  first 
publication,  and  of  some  cases  in 
which  transfusion  has    been  prac- 
tised. 

Dr.  Blundell's  attention  was 
particularly  directed  to  the  pos- 
sible remedial  effects  of  transfu- 
sion, by  witnessing  an  instance  of 
deTth  from  uterine  hemorrhage,  in 
which  many  circumstances  con- 
curred to  give  the  case  peculiar 
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interest.  Experiments  were  in- 
stituted to  ascertain  how  far  this 
opinion  was  well  founded.  The 
femoral  artery  of  a  dog  was  laid 
bare,  a  pipe  large  enough  to  fill 
it  was  introduced  with  its  end  to- 
wards the  heart.  On  being  open- 
ed, eight  ounces  of  blood  were 
discharged  in  two  minutes,  and 
the  discharge  soon  after  ceased. 
Symptoms. — Distress  and  gasping; 
struggling  and  convulsions,  and  at 
length  profound  fainting,  marked 
by  stoppage  of  the  circulation,  by 
insensibility,  and  by  a  complete 
relaxation  of  the  abdominal  mus- 
cles. After  lying  thus  for  a  few 
seconds,  six  ounces  of  blood  taken 
from  the  artery  of  another  dog 
were  injected  into  the  femora! 
vein.  He  soon  revived  ;  the  abdo- 
minal muscles  became  firm,  and 
the  respiration  regular  ;  the  sen- 
sibility was  restored.  "  So  sud- 
den and  complete  was  the  resus- 
citation, that  the  animal  seemed 
rather  to  awake  from  sleep,  than 
arise  from  apparent  death."  Now 
the  combination  of  the  above 
symptoms  is  mortal  ;  and  the  ani- 
mal invariably  dies  when  left  to 
itself,  if  the  blood  is  suffered  to 
flow  from  the  femoral  tube  till  the 
discharge  spontaneously  ceases. 
Transfusion,  says  Dr.  B.,  alone 
can  save  it. 

The  next  object  was  to  settle 
that  the  transfusion  of  blood  by 
the  syringe  does  not  unfit  it  for 
healthful  circulation.  A  syringe 
with  a  double  pipe  was  used,  and 
a  pipe  was  introduced  into  the  ar- 
tery and  vein.  Then  the  blood 
which  passed  from  the  artery  into 
a  cup  was  directly  returned  into 
the  vein,  and  this  was  continued 
for  twenty-four  minutes.  The 
dog  sustained  but  little  injury. 
Dr.  B.  next  shows  the  effect  of 
delaying     the     trsnsfusion    after 


drawing  the  blood.  In  one  ex- 
periment the  blood  was  in  the  cup 
between  50  and  60  seconds.  Hu- 
man blood  was  used.  The  ani- 
mal revived  a  little,  but  died  in  a 
few  minutes.  In  another,  30  sec- 
onds elapsed.  The  animal  re- 
vived, but  died  in  twelve  hours. 
Experiments  were  next  made 
with  human  blood,  on  dogs,  and 
the  transfusion  done  without  de- 
lay. One  died  in  a  few  minutes; 
another  in  a  I'ew  hours,  and  a 
third  several  days  afterwards. 
This  last  was  found  to  have  drop- 
sy of  the  pericardium.  Mr.  Good- 
ridge  of  Barbadoes  tried  a  similar 
experiment  on  a  very  vigorous 
dog.  He  recovered  and  lived. 
"  This  experiment,  therefore," 
says  Dr.  B.  "  is  in  reality  in  uni- 
son with  my  own  ;  for  it  is  not 
contended  that  the  exchange  of 
blood  lucessarily  destroys  life,  but 
merely  that  it  may  sometimes  en- 
danger it."  Dr.  Leacock  made 
experiments  with  the  blood  of 
sheep.  Death  in  general  took 
place  in  a  few  days  afterwards. 
The  inference  is  a  fair  one  from 
all  the  preceding  experiments, 
that  '■•  transfusion  by  the  syringe 
powerfully  recommends  itself,  as 
it  enables  the  operator  to  inject 
human  blood  into  human  veins." 
It  is  remarked  in  another  place 
that  from  experiments  it  was 
shown  that  the  venous  blood  seems 
to  revive  an  animal,  as  well  as 
arterial. 

In  injections  with  the  syringe, 
there  is  some  risk  that  air  may  be 
introduced  along  with  the  blood. 
Experiments  were  next  made  to 
ascertain  how  far  this  occurrence 
would  be  dangerous.  Five  drams 
of  atmospheric  air  were  thrown 
into  the  femoral  vein  of  a  dog 
about  as  large  as  a  full  sized  cat, 
a  dram  at  a  time       Ven  little  io- 
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jury  was  suflered.  In  three  days 
the  dog  was  well,  and  at  no  time 
did  any  symptom  of  immediate 
danger  occur.  In  the  same  dog 
three  drams  were  blown  into  the 
femoral  vein,  without  producing 
even  temporary  inconvenience.. 

We  have  in  the  next  place  a 
drawing  and  description  of  the 
syringe  employed  by  Dr.  B.  in 
these  experiments.  Without  a 
drawing  here,  a  description  would 
not  be  intelligible,  and  it  is  of  less 
consequence  as  the  common  syr- 
inge has  been  again  and  again  em- 
ployed in  the  human  subject  with 
perfect  success.  Dr.  Blundell's 
instrument  may  be  obtained  of 
Laundy,  St.  Thomas's  Street, 
Southwark,  London.  Let  the  op- 
eration be  done  as  it  may,  the  in- 
jection is  not  to  be  delayed  after 
drawing  the  blood  ;  the  syringe  is 
to  be  warmed  in  tepid  water,  and 
the  ordinary  care  used  of  raising 
the  point  of  the  syringe  and  de- 
pressing the  piston  to  expel  any 
air  that  may  be  between  the  blood 
and  the  extreme  point.  The 
quantity  of  blood  necessary  to 
preserve  life  is  last  spoken  of. 
It  might  be  supposed  that  this 
should  be  as  great  as  the  patient 
may  have  lost.  This  opinion  is 
stated  by  Dr.  B.  to  be  an  erro- 
neous one.  His  remarks  on  this 
subject  deserve  to  be  quoted  at 
length.  "  It  must  be  confessed, 
however,  that  it  is  not  necessary 
in  cases  of  hemorrhagy  to  throw 
into  the  vessels  as  much  blood  as 
they  have  lost ;  a  very  small  sup- 
ply, although  it  will  not  restore 
the  energies  of  the  animal,  will 
preserve  its  life.  This  truth, 
which  io  in  some  measure  estab- 
lished by  the  result  of  the  first 
experiment,  is  so  generally  ad- 
mitted, that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  upon  it  ;  yet  i  cannot  (of- 


bear  adding,  that  it  seems  to  de- 
serve a  more  minute  investigation 
than  it  has  hitherto  received." 
The  cases  now  to  be  brietly  nar- 
rated confirm  these  original  views 
of  Dr.  Bluudell. 

Cases  of  Transfusion  of  Blood. 

Case  1.— August,  1825.  This 
was  a  case  of  uterine  hemor- 
rhage, and  is  communicated  by 
Mr.  Waller  in  one  of  the  London 
Journals.  The  ordinary  means 
for  suppressing  the  hemorrhage, 
and  of  restoring  tlie  patient  had 
been  unsuccessfully  used,  and  the 
following  SymptGins  were  present: 
— face  deadly  pale, — extren}ities 
cold, — no  power  of  deglutition, — • 
no  apparent  respiration, — pulse 
hardly  perceptible, — intermit- 
tent. These  symptoms  had  exist- 
ed for  some  time  without  change, 
and  the  danger  of  death  being  im- 
minent, Mr.  W.  determined  on 
transfusion  to  save  life.  A  com- 
mon injecting  syringe  holding  two 
ounces  was  used.  A  vein  was 
opened  in  the  bend  of  the  arm, 
and  secured  below  the  orifice  to 
prevent  further  escape  of  blood. 
The  blood  was  drawn  into  a  tum- 
bler from  an  attendant,  and  two 
ounces  injected  without  delay. 
No  effect  followed.  Two  more 
ounces  were  then  thrown  in.  A 
nearer  approach  to  syncope  was 
the  consequence, — the  pulse  fell 
still  lower  than  at  first, — there 
was  sighing,  and  one  eflort  to  vo- 
mit. These  sympto.ms  ceased  in 
a  minute  or  two.  Patient  now 
revived,  felt  easy,  and  the  trans- 
fusion was  stopped.  In  six  hours 
ailer  was  much  better,  and  reco- 
vered entirely. 

The  only  objection  which  has 
been  brocght  to  this  case  is  the 
sraallness  of  the  quantity  of  the 
blood   .njected.      Iti    anevrer    to 
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this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  Fourteen  ounces  in  all  were  in- 
to the  state  of  the  patient  at  the  jected.  Pain  now  occurred  over 
time  when  the  transfusion  was  the  left  eye,  and  the  transfusion 
made  ;  the  length  of  time  that  was  stopped.  On  the  following 
state  had  continued,  and  the  un-  day,  there  was  much  excitement 
checked  progress  of  fatal  ex-  in  the  system,  with  milk  fever, 
haustion.  Will  any  one  doubt  and  the  vein  was  found  inflamed, 
that  this  patient  would  have  died  Twelve  leeches  to  the  vein.  7th 
if  nothing  had  been  done  to  re-  day  from  the  transfusion  the  pa- 
store  her  ?     Is  now  the  smallness  tient  was  well. 


of  the  quantity  of  blood  transfused 
a  valid  objection  to  the  opinion  of 
the  surgeon  that  the  operation 
saved  the  life  of  the  patient?  Mr. 
W.'s  inferences  are, — that  the 
operation  is  easy  and  simple, — 
that  no  bad  effect  followed  it,  and 
that  it  is  highly  probable  that  it 
saved  the  patient. 


Case  2. — September,  1825. 
Uterine  Hemorrhage. — Mr.  Dou- 
bleday  reports  this  case.  Symp- 
toms.— No  pulse  ;  bloodless  face  ; 
nosliils  piiohed  ;  sight  indistinct; 
exce'^siv^?  restlessness  ;  breathing 
hunii^d  ;  si^jhing  ;  cold  clammy 
sweats,  it  was  agreed  to  em- 
ploy tta.isfusioa.  The  median 
cephalic  vein  was  chosen;  patient  uterus.  Mr.  Fox's  case.  Symp- 
resisted,  and  the  operation  was  toms  like  those  already  repeated, 
omitted.  Six  hours  after,  patient  Six  ounces  of  blood  were  injected 
again  seen;  hemorrhage  had  stop-  [^  divided  portions.  This  patient 
ped  for    six  hours.     Cordials  had    recovered. 


Cases.— August,  1826.  Com- 
municated by  Mr.  Jewel.  This 
was  a  case  of  uterine  hemor- 
rhage. Symptoms  less  promising 
than  in  the  preceding  case.  As 
no  vein  could  be  found  in  the  arm, 
the  right  external  jugular  was 
opened.  A  syringe  of  only  three 
drams  measure  was  employed. 
This  was  filled  sixteen  times  and 
the  blood  poured  into  the  vein, 
in  about  twenty  minutes.  Sick- 
ness now  occurred,  and  efforts  to 
vomit  ;  in  turning  the  neck  the 
tube  was  displaced,  and  the  pa- 
tient died. 

Case  4. — Uterine  hemorrhage, 
with  hour-slass  contraction  of  the 


been    tried    faithfully.       Twenty 

ounces   of  biaiidy,    160  drops   of 

laudanum,  ammonia,  &c.  had  been 

given  in  the  interval  of  the   visit, 

but  without  reviving   the  patient. 

Her  strte    seemed'  utterly  hope-    ber  of  the  London  Med.  and  Phys 

1-ss.     Transfusio-i    was   at    once    Journal,  and  is  extracted  entire. 


Case  5. — Hemorrhage  from 
bursting  of  a  varicose  vein.  By 
Mr.  Plulpot  to  Dr.  Blundell.  This 
case  is  from  the  December  num- 


practiser!  ;  the  pipe  was  inserted 
in  the  mefliiin  cejjbalic  vein,  a 
ligature  being  applied  below  the 
oriGcft  to  prevent  loss  of  blood  on 


"July  21,  1827. — A  poor  wo- 
man, named  Ashdown,  aged  twen- 
ty-nine, now  in  the  sixth  month  of 
pregnancy,  who  during  three  for- 


return    of    circulation.     A    two  nier  pregnancies  had  suffered  from 

ounce   svri.ige   wns   used.     Good  varicose  veins  of  the  legs,  had  this 

effect'^  w.^re    n'^vious.     After  six  day,  after  standing  for  some  hours 

ounces,  g.eai  improvement.     She  at    the   ironing-board   of  a    laun- 

£aid,  ^^  I  am  as  strong  as  a  bull."  dress,  a  sudden  effusion  of  blood 
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from  the  bursting  of  the  vena  sa- 
phcna,  about  six  inches  above  the 
right  ankle. 

"  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
elapsed  before  I  reached  the 
house  where  she  was,  when  she 
had  lost,  as  it  seemed,  between 
eight  and  ten  pints  of  blood.  As- 
sisted by  my  friend  Mr.  Phillip- 
son,  I,  by  compress  and  bandage, 
imoiediately  stopped  the  hemor- 
rhage. The  patient  was  in  a 
state  of  complete  syncope,  with- 
out pulse  at  the  wrist,  and  but  a 
very  indistinct  pulsation  at  the 
region  of  the  heart;  she  was  cold, 
with  lips  and  face  completely 
blanched  ;  a  profuse  sweat  broke 
out,  and  she  passed  both  faeces 
and  urine  involuntarily,  so  that  she 
appeared  moribund.  Stimulants 
applied  to  the  nostrils  produced 
no  excitement,  and  she  had  totally 
lost  the  power  of  deglutition. 
Though  with  little  hope  or  proba- 
bility of  her  recovery,  we  deter- 
mined on  the  operation  of  transfu- 
sion. 

"  A  person  being  quickly  ob- 
tained from  whom  blood  was 
drawn,  a  ligature  was  applied  on 
the  right  arm  of  the  patient,  the 
median  vein  laid  bare,  and  care- 
fully dissected,  so  that  a  probe 
was  passed  under  it;  the  vein  was 
opened,  and  the  end  of  a  common 
bone  syringe  (the  only  one  at 
hand),  with  its  extremity  filed  off, 
was  with  some  difficulty  intro- 
duced. Several  syringes  full 
were  thus  injected.  When  about 
four  ounces  had  been  thrown  in, 
she  became  extremely  restless, 
throwing  her  head  from  side  to 
side,  and  making  an  effort  to  vo- 
mit. We  then  desisted,  and  had 
the  satisfaction  of  distinguishing 
the  pulse  at  the  wriit,  though  ex- 
tremely small  and  rapid:  warmth 
was  applied,  and  wine  and  brandy 


and  water  administered  frequent- 

"  In  the  evening,  six  hours  af- 
ter the  operation,  the  pulse  was 
then  distinct,  and  at  120.  She 
was  so  much  better  as  to  answer 
several  questions.  Heat  was 
gradually  developed,  and  the  next 
day  she  was  removed  in  a  chaise 
to  her  own  house.  She  recov- 
ered." 

In  these  cases  except  the  last, 
Dr.  Blundell  was  present,  and  as- 
sisted in  the  transfusion.  In  con- 
cluding this  paper,  I  cannot  but 
remark  that  I  consider  this  whole 
subject  as  extremely  interesting. 
There  seems  full  evidence  enough 
to  recommend  it  to  the  attention 
of  the  profession.  Should  the 
experiment  be  tried  in  this  coun- 
try, it  will  give  the  Editors  of 
this  Journal  much  pleasuie  to 
communicate  the  results  in  its 
pages. 

Note. — Since  the  above  was 
written,  another  case  has  been 
met  with  in  the  February  number 
of  the  London  Med.  and  Phys. 
Journal,  communicated  by  Mr. 
Waller,  from  Mr.  Bird.  This 
case  is  important  since  it  shows 
"  that  cases  may  and  do  occur, 
wherein  the  patient  sinks  from 
exhaustion,  although  the  flooding 
has  been  permanently  stopped  by 
the  tonic  contraction  of  tlie  ute- 
rus." This  wos  a  case  of  pla- 
cental presentation.  Hemorrhage 
had  taken  place  at  inteivals  for 
several  days,  and  had  gradually 
become  more  profuse.  Symp- 
toms of  extreme  exhaustion  were 
present  when  Mr.  B.  first  saw  the 
patient.  There  were  no  labor 
pains.  She  was  delivered  by 
turning.  Very  little  blood  was 
lo:5l  during  the  operation  or  after 
the  birth  of  the  child.     It  was 
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sufficient,  however,  still  further 
to  reduce  the  patient.  Transfu- 
sion was  decided  on,  but  much 
tioae  was  lost  before  this  could  be 
done.  The  blood  flowed  slowly 
from  the  person  who  was  bled  to 
supply  it,  and  before  the  second 
injection  was  completed,  it  was 
believed  the  patient  was  dead. 
Not  more  than  two  ounces  were 
injected. 


II. 

CASE     OF     SPONTANEOUS     EMPHY- 
SEMA. 

By  George  Parkman,  M.D. 

******  aet.  7  months,  has  seven 
teeth  ;  had  been  healthful  till  the 
teeth  began  to  appear,  since 
which  time  his  health  has  been 
less  firm  than  before. 

He  had  been  under  the  influ- 
ence of  hooping  cough  about  a 
month  preceding  Feb.  10th,  1828; 
when  the  laboriousness  of  his  res- 
piration, his  cough,  and  other  ap- 
pearances of  incipient  lung  fever 
became  subjects  of  anxiety. — 
Feb.  13th.  A  swelling  appeared 
under  his  chin,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  week  occupied  the  whole 
breast,  shoulders,  head,  fore- 
arms, backs  of  the  hands,  calfs  of 
the  legs,  and  the  feet,  giving  to 
the  touch  a  sensation  of  crackling 
or  crepitation. — Feb.  16th.  A 
blister  was  raised  over  the  mid- 
riff, and  minute  doses  were  given 
of  solutions  of  tartarizcd  antimony 
and  of  muriate  of  mercury. — Feb. 
17th.  The  swelling  being  so  large 
as  to  fill  the  space  between  the 
chin  and  the  breast,  and  the  res- 
piration being  very  quick  and  la- 
borious, a  lancet  was  plunged  into 
the  swelling  and  followed  by  a 
large  probe  and  by  manual  pres- 
sure around  the  incision  ;  some  air 


was  thus  expelled  from  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  the  in- 
cision. 

The  infant  died  Feb.  24th  ; 
the  swelling  not  having  subsided 
essentially,  nor  the  incision  con- 
tracted. 

Feb.  26th.  At  the  lower  mar- 
gin of  the  right  lungs,  was  found  a 
bladder  of  air  as  large  as  a  wal- 
nut  :  the  front  of  the  right  lobes 
was  irregularly  red  and  they  were 
completely  cohered  ;  a  bag  of 
matter  as  large  as  a  walnut  was 
found  between  two  of  them  ;  the 
midriff  was  much  inflamed.  The 
left  lungs  and  the  stomach  had 
the  natural  appearance. 

During  the  ailment  above  de- 
scribed, there  was  a  moderate 
disposition  for  food,  and  so  natural 
a  stale  of  the  bowels  that  but  one 
clyster  and  two  doses  of  calomel 
were  used  to  move  them. — In  the 
charge  of  the  case  I  was  aided  by 
the  counsel  of  Dr.  Shattuck. 

The  late  Dr.  Matthew  Baillie 
has  said  '  such  cases  are  ex- 
tremely rare.'  It  may  be  satis- 
factory to  consult  his  Works,  vol. 
1,  p.  66,  Lond.  1825,  or  Trans, 
of  a  Soc.  for  Improvement  of 
Med.  Knowledge,  vol.  1,  p.  202, 
Lond.  1793.  Also  Med.  Obs.  and 
Inquiries,  vol.  3,  pp.  34.  397, 
Lond. 1759— Sicelii  Decad.  quart, 
p.  487 — and  particularly  Diet,  des 
Scien.  Med.,  art.  Emphysema,  pp. 
7,  32. 

Boston,  1828. 

We  add  the  following  case  of  this 
rare  disease  to  the  foregoing. — Ed. 

A  stout  man,  59  years  old,  was  at- 
tacked with  cough,  accompanied  with 
acute  pain  in  the  right  side,  and  a 
sensation  there  as  if  something  was 
forced  outwards  at  each  cough.  He 
did  not  apply  for  medical  advice, 
however,  till  he  remarked  a  tumor  in 
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the  seat  of  the  pain.  When  he  was 
first  visited  by  his  physician,  the  pain 
was  felt  on  a  small  spot  between  the 
seventh  and  eighth  ribs  of  the  right 
side,  a  few  inches  from  the  spine  ; 
the  whole  breast  and  side  of  the 
chest  were  much  swollen,  the  swell- 
ing being  evidently  emphysematous, 
and  when  the  tumor  was  pressed 
down  with  the  finger,  over  the  seat 
of  the  pain,  it  was  at  once  restored 
with  the  next  fit  of  coughing.  The 
emphvsema  was  gradually  extended 
day  after  day,  till  the  whole  trunk 
and  head,  both  arms,  and  even  the 
right  thigh  were  affected.  As  suffo- 
cation seemed  then  to  threaten  the 
patient's  life,  incisions  were  made  in 
various  parts,  and  air  escaped  from 
the  apertures  when  the  body  was 
moved,  or  when  pressure  was  made 
around  them.  On  the  back,  where 
the  swelling  was  greatest,  incisions 
could  be  made  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
depth  without  coming  in  contact  with 
the  muscles.  The  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing was  thus  removed  ;  but  the  dis- 
ease continued  some  weeks  longer, 
till  at  length  an  incision  was  made 
near  the  spot  where  it  was  presiiaied 
the  air  escaped  from  the  chest.  In- 
flammation of  the  part  was  thus  in- 
duced, terminating  in  induration  of 
the  cellular  tissue  and  closure  of  the 
opening. — Rusfs  Mag. 


III. 

ABSTRACTS  AND  SELECTIONS  FROM 
FOREIGN  JOURNALS. 

Cast  of  Injury  of  the  Head.     By 
Dr.  Rogers. 

The  injury  was  in  the  fore- 
head, and  was  produced  by  the 
bursting  of  a  gun,  July  10th  ;  pa- 
tient aged  19  years  : — The  aper- 
ture was  of  the  size  of  a  crown 
piece,  and  through  it  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  the  brain  was  ooz- 
ing, and  as  much  as  a  table  spoon- 
ful adhered  to  the  hair  and  integu- 
ments around.    Much  hemorrhage 


had  followed,  and  when  seen  by 
Dr.  R.  convulsions  were  present- 
No  boue  was  found  within  the  ap- 
erture or  any  other  foreign  sub- 
stance. V.  S.  ad  3xvj.  Light 
dressing  to  the  wound.  Next  day 
more  tranquil,  sensible.  July 
12th.  Pulse  40,  extremely  tense, 
and  full.  V.  S.  ad  3xiv.  Ca- 
thartic. Diet,  tea  and  thin  gruel. 
21st.  V.  S.  ad  3xij.  on  account 
of  febrile  heat  and  irritation. 
25ti),  27th.  Increased  pain  in  the 
head,  and  stiffness  in  the  lower 
jaw.  These  symptoms  went  off 
in  a  iew  days.  Discharge  from 
the  wound  large  and  offensive  ; 
strength  diminished;  cinchona  and 
better  diet.  Aug.  2d,  4th.  For- 
eign body  discovered  in  the  cavity 
of  the  brain;  extracted  with  great 
difficulty  on  the  5lh.  "  The  body 
extracted  proved  to  be  the  breech- 
pin  of  the  gun,  consisting  of  solid 
iron,  three  inches  in  length  and 
exactly  three  ounces  in  weight." 
Small  portions  of  bone  came  away 
after  this  ;  on  Dec.  10th  the  pa- 
tient is  reported  to  be  in  good 
health. 

Case  of  Hydrophobia.     By  A.  T. 
Thomson,  M.D. 

This  was  a  boy  of  eight  years 
of  age,  who  was  bitten  on  the 
naked  hand  by  a  cat,  1826. — 
Hydrophobia  appeared  Novem- 
ber 7th,  forty  days  after  the 
wound.  Various  means  were  em- 
ployed with  some  partial  relief  of 
the  symptoms.  This  v»as  of  but 
short  continuance.  On  the  8th, 
at  8  P.  M.  as  the  disease  was  ag- 
gravated, and  its  violence  increas- 
ing, it  was  determined  not  to  de- 
lay longer  the  trial  of  a  remedy 
which  the  attending  physicians 
had  previously  thought  of  employ- 
ing. This  was  the  prussic  acid. 
A  drop  was  directed  to  be  giveo 
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in  a  tea-spoonful  of  gruel  every 
fifteen  minutes.  The  convulsions 
were  evidently  diminished  by  the 
first  drop.  He  begged  for  anoth- 
er dose  before  ten  minutes  had 
elapsed.  Another  was  given  with 
similar  relief.  At  10  he  had  tak- 
en six  drops.  It  was  continued, 
and  towards  morning  he  drank 
freely  from  a  cup,  for  the  first 
time  since  his  illness. 

9th.  8  A.  M.  The  hydropho- 
bic symptoms  have  rapidly  abat- 
ed. But  from  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  130,  and  so  small  as  scarce- 
ly to  be  felt,  the  pallid  face,  and 
cold  clammy  state  of  the  hands,  it 
was  deterjuined  to  discontinue  the 
acid.  12,  noon,  has  taken  acid 
against  morning  orders,  on  ac- 
count of  restlessness,  has  drank 
freely  of  wine,  and  some  poner, 
eaten  oysters  and  bread.  Acid  to 
be  discontinued.  4  P.  M.  Still 
better.  11P.M.  Bad  symptoms 
returned  ;  emprosthotonos  ;  case 
hopeless.  The  acid  however 
was  again  tried,  wine,  and  opiate 
frictions  employed.  Some  inter- 
mission of  convulsions  after  the 
acid  ;  but  he  died  quarter  past  2 
A.  M.  Nov.  10th.  Sixteen  drops 
of  the  acid  had  been  given  in  all. 
Dissection  discovered  the  theca 
vertebialis  and  the  parietes  of 
the  canal  loaded  with  suffused 
blood,  which,  in  several  places, 
lay  in  black  coagula.  Evident 
signs  of  inflammation  on  the  base 
of  the  brain.  The  lungs  were 
gorgeii  with  dark  colored  blood. 

The  following  contains  some  of 
Dr.  T.'s  remarks  on  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease. 

"  In  the  instance  now  before 
the  Society,  from  an  evident  re- 
lief which  followed  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  prussic  acid,  it 
might  be  supposed  that  I  would 
•trongly  urge  its  employment  in 


future  cases  of  the  disease;  and  I 
am  disposed  to  do  so,  regarding  it 
as  a  powerful  auxiliary  for  the 
abatement  of  the  convulsive  ac- 
tion which  is  so  distressing  ;  but  I 
am  far  from  considering  it  in  the 
light  of  a  specific  in  hydrophobia, 
or  as  a  remedy  at  all  likely  to  do 
more  than  it  effected  in  Lange's 
case."  Dr.  T.  recommends  in 
the  first  instance  to  diminish  ex- 
citement in  the  medulla  oblongata 
and  spinal  cord  ;  to  remove  every 
cause  of  irritation  both  internal 
and  external  ;  and  as  soon  as  in- 
termission occurs  to  employ  the 
most  powerful  tonics.  Cupping 
in  the  whole  course  of  the  spine  ; 
blisters  ;  calomel  in  large  doses, 
with  tartar  emetic  ;  prussic  acid, 
and  sulphate  of  quinine,  are  the 
means  recommended  to  meet  the 
indications. 

Dr.  Nichol,  in  a  paper  on  the 
Treatment  of  Caries,  has  the  fol- 
lowing on  the  use  of  lunar  caustic  in 
this  disease. 

"  Short  of  the  actual  excision  of 
the  parts,  I  consider  the  limar 
caustic  to  be  the  sheet-anchor  in 
the  treatment  of  affections  of  the 
bones.  In  the  hands  of  all  prac- 
titioners it  has  proved  of  the  high- 
est value,  but,  like  every  other 
remedy  of  established  reputation, 
is  sometimes  liable  to  abuse.  If 
too  liberally  applied,  or  too  often 
repeated,  severe  inflammation 
will  inevitably  follow  ;  an  irrita- 
tion intended  to  be  contiguous  or 
remote  will  become  continuous. 
But  if  confined  to  one  point,  or 
where  fistulous  outlets  have  been 
established,  or  if  it  is  introduced 
to  a  very  limited  depth  into  one 
or  more  of  them,  no  mischief  need 
be  apprehended  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  inflammatory  tendency  will  be 
subverted.     I  have  observed  this 
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in  a  remarkable  manner  confirmed 
in  a  case  of  caries  of  the  orbital 
ridges  of  the  superior  maxillary 
bones,  when  the  eyes  were  ex- 
ceedingly prone  to  iiillammation. 
A  few  hours  after  the  introduction 
of  the  lunar  caustic,  (reduced  to 
the  size  of  a  crow  quill,)  this 
would  entirely  disappear,  but  was 
always  sure  to  return,  if  by  any 
chance  it  happened  to  be  inter- 
mitted, and  was  invariably  aggra- 
gravated  if  too  freely  used.  The 
same  thing  I  have  often  observed 
in  caries  of  the  bones  of  the  hand 
and  foot,  and  was  consequently 
obliged  to  have  the  caustic  cast 
into  rods  of  much  smaller  dimen- 
sions than  usual, — accommodated 
both  to  the  size  of  the  opening, 
and  the  extent  of  the  affection. 
Where  the  carious  or  necrosed 
bone  could  be  readily  reached,  I 
usually  passed  the  caustic  to  it ; 
but  where  the  soft  parts  interven- 
ing were  greater  than  half  an  inch 
in  thickness,  I  never  penetrated 
deeper ;  and  the  greater  the 
depth,  the  less  free  use  in  turning 
was  observed,  at  all  events  till 
the  parts  became  accustomed  to 
the  application. 

"  When  inflammation  super- 
venes in  cases  of  caries  or  necro- 
sis, either  from  the  too  free  use 
of  the  caustic  or  other  causes, 
the  application  of  fomentations, 
with  decoction  of  poppy  capsules, 
will  be  found  among  the  most 
tranquillizing.  At  all  times,  in- 
deed, whether  inflammation  ex- 
ists, or  thieatens,  cr  not,  I  have 
found  fomentations  of  great  advan- 
tage. In  those  cases  where  the 
action  of  the  parts  have  become 
languid  from  long-continued  dis- 
charges, and  the  constitution  is 
weakened,  the  local  energies  will 
be  considerably  improved  by  fo- 
mentations ;   and  they  are  further 


attended  with  another  advantage 
of  no  mean  importance,  viz.  that 
of  keeping  the  parts  always  clean. 
Under  these  impressions,  I  have 
continued  to  use  fomentations  for 
a  (e\v  minutes  or  longer,  before 
each  application  of  the  caustic  j 
and  I  may  observe,  that  I  have 
not  found  the  same  advantage  from 
immersion  into,  or  pouring  the  te- 
pid infusion  or  decoction  over  the 
parts,  as  from  wringing  flannel 
cloths  dipped  into  it,  and  applying 
them  as  hot  as  the  patient  could 
comfortably  bear." 

Tahmi's  Heart. 

The  great  French  tragedian 
died  of  stricture  of  the  rectum, 
which  reduced  that  intestine  to 
the  diameter  of  two  lines,  causing 
great  accumulation  above  it,  and 
ultimately  rupture  of  the  coats, 
with  effusion  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity.  He  labored  under  anoth- 
er complaint,  however,  which 
must  sooner  or  later  have  caused 
his  death,  and  which  is  more  in- 
teresting as  having  been  more  im- 
mediately connected  with  his  pro- 
fession. The  heart  adhered  to 
the  pericardium  at  its  apex,  form- 
ing a  dark-colored  tumor,  con- 
nected with  the  left  ventricle, 
and  which  in  reality  was  a  true 
aneurism.  The  walls  of  this  sac 
appeared  to  consist  of  the  peri- 
cardium and  serous  membrane  of 
the  heart  glued  together,  and  con- 
taining layers  of  fibrin,  while  the 
muscular  fibres  of  the  ventricle, 
considerably  attenuated,  were 
partially  extended  over  the  tu- 
mor. The  size  of  the  aneurism 
was  about  that  of  a  small  egg  ;  it 
had  displaced  the  point  of  the  left 
ventricle,  which  was  thus  thrown 
a  little  forward.  The  origin  of 
this  pathological  condition  of  the 
heart,  which   was  not  suspected 
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during  his  last  illness,  may  per- 
haps faiily  be  dated  from  the  fol- 
lowing occurrence  related  by 
Talma's  family  : 

Some  years  ago,  after  great 
exertion  in  playing  the  character 
of  Hamlet,  he  suddenly  felt  a 
sensation  of  burning  heat  in  the 
region  of  the  heart,  and  an  unea- 
siness which  lasted  one  or  two 
days,  but  which  did  not  attract 
any  serious  attention.  From  this 
time  he  frequently  suffered  from 
palpitation,  particularly  after  pro- 
fessional exertion. 

It  is  probable  that,  in  a  mind 
like  Talma's,  passions,  though  ar- 
tificially excited  by  the  cunning 
of  the  scene,  and  the  intense  and 
absorbing  manner  in  which  he  en- 
tered into  the  character  he  re- 
presented, may  have  produced  the 
same  effect  upon  his  frame,  as 
moral  impressions  from  external 
causes  are  wont  to  do  on  others ; 
thus  assimilating  in  their  effects 
the  real  and  imaginary  in  the  mi- 
series of  life.  It  is  probable,  too, 
that  had  this  great  tragedian  not 
labored  under  the  obstruction 
which  proved  fatal,  he  would 
have  expired  in  one  of  those  tem- 
pests of  passion  which  held  the 
spectators  in  dreadful  admiration, 
and  thus  (to  borrow  the  enthu- 
siastic language  of  his  country- 
men) he  would  have  died  au  mi- 
lieu de  la  gloire  ! 

Sulpli.atc  of  Quinine. 

M.  Bland,  physician  to  the  hos- 
pital of  Beaucaire,  has  observed, 
in  some  cases  of  intermittents, 
that  the  use  of  this  remedy,  when 
given  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
four  grains  a  day,  produced  con- 
siderable deafness  on  the  second 
or  third  day  of  its  employment. 
This  effect  was  particularly  ob- 
served  in  weak  and  nervous  pa- 


tients, who  had  labored  under  ter- 
tian ague.  The  difficulty  of 
hearing  ceased  on  the  eighth  or 
twelfth  day.  During  the  deaf- 
ness, the  patients  complained  of 
rather  severe  headache.  M. 
Bland  suggests  the  propriety  of 
being  very  cautious  in  the  use  of 
this  valuable  remedy  in  large 
doses. 

Sulphate  of  Copper    in    Chronic 
Diarrhma. 

Dr.  Elliotson  on  the  treatment 
of  Chronic  Diarrhoea  says,  "  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  Sulphate  of  Cop- 
per  is  superior  to  every  other  as- 
tringent in  chronic  diarrhoea, — 
that  it  will  cure  the  disease  more 
quickly  than  any  other,  and  often 
when  all  others  fail."  "  Three 
grains  three  times  a  day  is  the 
largest  quantity  I  have  prescrib- 
ed ;  but  this  I  have  frequently 
given.  The  dose  usually  borne, 
and  required,  varies  from  a  grain 
and  a  half  to  three  grains.  It 
may  be  taken  for  an  indefinite 
time  without  any  fear  of  constitu- 
tional ill  effects."  Cases  of  a 
very  severe  kind,  with  bloody  and 
purulent  discharges  are  referred 
to,  in  which  the  long  continuance 
of  this  medicine  was  curative.  In 
two,  after  six  months'  use  of  it. 
Dr.  E.  always  combines  the  sul- 
phate with  opium.  A  grain  and  a 
half  will  prevent  even  three 
grains  from  griping.  He  is  satis- 
fied that  it  is  not  to  the  opium 
that  the  curative  effects  of  the 
copper  are  to  be  ascribed.  To 
prevent  sickness  he  gives  it  in 
pill,  and  upon  a  full  stomach.  He 
cautions  against  its  being  regarded 
as  universally  applicable,  or  that 
it  never  fails.  Two  curious  cases 
are  named  in  which  it  and  all  oth- 
er means  failed,  when  a  removal 
from  town  cured  the  disease  in  a 
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few  days,  and  in  which  a  return 
to  the  metropolis  was  invariably 
followed  by  a  return  of  the  diar- 
rhosa. 

Sulphate  of  Q,uinine  in  Jlgue. 

Dr.  Elliotson  refers  to  near  1 50 
cases  of  this  disease  in  which  va- 
rious serious  local  diseases  exist- 
ed, some  of  them  requiring  vene- 
section, but  every  one  of  which, 
to  use  his  words,  was  cured  by 
this  remedy.  He  has  given  five, 
and  in  some  cases,  particularly  in 
London,  ten  grains  at  a  dose. 

Carbonate  of  Iron  in  Chorea. 

Dr.  E.  regards  this  medicine 
as  almost  a  specific  for  chorea. 
He  enumerates  nine  cases,  every 
one  of  which  yielded  to  the  car- 
bonate. His  dose  is  from  three 
to  four  drams.  He  treated  a  ge- 
nuine case  of  traumatic  tetanus 
with  it,  in  doses  of  half  an  ounce 
every  two  hours,  in  treacle  with 
beef-tea,  "  and  the  mitigation  of 
the  disease,"  he  says,  "  upon  its 
exhibition,  was  too  obvious  for  me 
not  to  ascribe  the  cure  to  the  re- 
medy." 

Acupuncture  in  Rheumatism. 

Dr.  E.  has  given  a  fair  trial  to 
this  remedy.  He  has  tried  it  in 
private  practice,  and  at  St.  Tho- 
mas's Hospital.  He  has  found  it 
chiefly  useful  in  the  rheumatism  of 
fleshy  parts, — rheumatalgia  ;  and 
the  more  so,  as  the  disease  is  less 
inflammatory.  One  needle  left 
an  hour  or  two  in  a  part,  is  more 
efficient  than  several  used  but  for 
a  few  minutes. 

.5  new  Mode  of  Treating  Aneurism. 

M.  Moreau  de  Jonnes  read,  for 
Baron  Larrey,  a  memoir  at  the 
Institute  Royal  de  France,  on  the 
10th  of  September  last,  relative 


to  a  new  method  of  treating  aneu- 
risms of  the  ascending  or  descend- 
ing aorta.  It  is  that  of  Valsalva, 
conjointly  with  the  constant  appli- 
cation of  ice  to  the  tumor.  The 
following  is  one  case  among  seve- 
ral others  said  to  have  been  cured 
by  this  method  : — A  soldier  suf- 
fered, in  consequence  of  a  wound, 
from  a  vai  icose  aneurism  of  the 
crural  artery.  The  size  of  the 
tumor  exceeded  that  of  the  fist. 
Every  operation  was  impractica- 
ble (we  cannot  tell  why),  and  the 
patient  was  expected  soon  to  die. 
He  was,  however,  subjected  to 
Valsalva's  method  (low  regimen, 
rest,  and  frequent  bleedings  car- 
ried to  marasmus),  and  the  appli- 
cation of  ice,  then  of  several 
moxas.  In  the  space  of  a  few 
months  the  tumor  was  considera- 
bly reduced.  It  was  also  judged 
from  difl'erent  signs  that  its  walls 
were  thickened  in  proportion  to 
the  reduction  of  its  volume.  In 
the  end,  a  complete  obliteration 
of  the  crural  artery  took  place  ; 
and  the  patient  was  radically 
cured  in  less  than  twelve  months. 


IV. 

HOSPITAL      RF.PORT. 

Hemorrhagia  Hoimoptysis. 

M.  Morrison,  set.  31.  Entered 
the  Hospital  Aug.  7th,  1827-  Stiff- 
ness and  soreness  of  the  joints,  sore- 
ness about  and  within  the  chest, 
headache,  cough,  with  free  expecto- 
ration, followed  sleeping  in  wet 
clothes  about  nine  weeks  ago.  About 
a  week  ago,  while  coughing,  was 
seized  with  haemof)tysis,  and  says  he 
raised  about  three  pinis  of  blood  ; 
has  had  slight  bleeding  since. — 
Now,  appetite  smal!  ;  tongue  coated  ; 
von)its  when  he  takes  much  food ; 
one  Stool  daily  ;  urine  light  colored  ; 
pulse    60,  small ;    has   frequent  cold 
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sweat,  is  emaciated,  has  pain  and 
soreness  in  the  chest,  and  about  the 
shoulders,  aggravated  by  coughing ; 
lies  with  most  ease  on  the  right  side  ; 
has  dys|)noea  when  he  waliis;  muscu- 
lar strength  mucii  diminished.  Has 
a))pearance  of  being,  when  in  health, 
a  very  sirong  man.  ISlb.  Examined 
further  when  rested  from  fatigue  of 
coming  to  the  house  ;  has  hard  cough 
while  on  the  left  side,  and  great  dysp- 
noea while  on  the  back. ;  from  the  fifth 
rib  to  the  bottom  of  the  chest  on  the 
right  side,  flat  sound  on  percussion  ; 
expectoration  of  bloody  mucus,  and 
blood  in  considerable  quantity  ;  has  a 
very  tender  spot  at  the  bottom  of  the 
sternum,  much  complained  of  on  full 
inspiration. 

Apply  12  leeches  over  this  spot ; 
then  cerat.  cantliarid.  5  by  6.  Take 
compound  squill  pill  night  and  morn- 
ing.    Farinaceous  diet. 

Aug.  19th.  9  A.  M.  Pulse  72. 
Skin  soft,  pleasantly  warm  ;  expecto- 
ration as  before;  chest  much  relieved 
by  blister.  Slept  well  ;  countenance 
better;  one  dejection. 

.20th.  Halfpast  3  A.  M.  Haemop- 
tysis has  just  occurred  ;  urgent  cough  ; 
blood  is  discharged  very  freely,  flo- 
rid ;  pulse  much  hurried. 

R.   Plumb.  Acetat.   9i. 

Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  ij.     M.  ft.   Til.  No.  iv. 

One  once  in  two  hours.  Apply  blis- 
ter to  tlie  chest.  Let  him  drink  if 
thirsty,  the  diluted  vitriolic  acid  in 
water,  made  pleasant  with  sugar. 
The  haemo[)tysis  continuing  urgent, 
at  half  past  4  A.  M.  the  solution  of 
the  stilphrite  of  copper  was  given,  in 
dose  of  30  drops,  and  was  to  be  re- 
peated according  to  the  urgency  of 
the  symptoms.  The  pills  of  the 
acetate  were  omitted. 

20lh.  9  A.M.  Hccnioptysis  ceased 
after  one  dose  of  tlu;  solution.  Is 
now  comfortable ;  blister  has  not 
drawn  ;  renew  it,  and  if  hemorrhage 
recur,  along  with  other  means  apply 
cold  to  the  chest. 

21st.  Expectoration  last  24  hours 
about  half  an  ouiice  ;  mucus  with  lit- 
tle blood.      Is    still    comfortable,  but 


manifests  much  exhaustion  from  late 
hemorrhage.  Lips  and  face  are  very 
pale.  Cannot  lie  on  the  left  side 
without  harassing  cough. 

R.    Solut,  Cupri  Sulphat.  gtt.  xxv. 
Aq.  Communis,  3  ss.     M. 

now,  and  once  in  six  hours.  If  he- 
moptysis increase,  give  30  drops  for 
a  dose. 

22d.  Haemoptysis  slight;  S  iss. 
blood  ;  pulse  72  ;  one  stool  ;  coughs 
without  pain  ;  some  blood  iu  expec- 
toration. 

R.  Solut.  Cupri  Sulphat.  gtt.  30. 
Aq.  gss.     M. 

Let  this  be  given  now,  and  repeated 
once  in  two  hours  if  no  vomiting  oc- 
cur and  the  hemorrhage  continue. 
After  bleeding  ceases,  give  dose  once 
in  six  hours. 

23d.  Haemoptysis  increased.  No 
stool.  No  soreness  in  the  chest,  and 
very  slight  cough.  Let  him  have 
3  ij.  of  the  following,  once  every 
hour  till  purged. 

K.  Miigues,  Sulphat.  3  i. 
CDulcct.  RobSE,   3  i. 
Arifl  Sulph.  Dilut.  gtt.  XK. 
Aq.  Commun.  gx.     M. 

Contiime  other  remedies. 

24th.  After  eight  ounces  of  mix- 
ture, .«even  stools.  Some  haemopty- 
sis. Pulse  64  ;  skin  cool  ;  no  nau- 
sea .;  some  pain  about  the  lower  rib 
of  the  left  side.  Apply  there  cerat. 
cantliarid.  5  by  6. 

25th.  Haemoptysis  much  diminish- 
ed. Pain  relieved  ;  pulse  72,  softer. 
Three  stools  the  last  24  hours.  Feels 
better.  Contiime  remedies.  No 
important  circumstance  occurred,  ex- 
cept occasional  attacks  of  pain  in  dif- 
ferent jjarts  of  the  chest,  and  this  was 
always  at  once  treated,  and  soon  re- 
lieved by  blisters.  These,  with  the 
solution  of  the  sulphate,  were  the 
principal  remedies. 

Sept.  2d,  Sitting  up,  feeling  very 
well ;  pulse  natural ;  expectoration 
very  trifling  aiid  scarcely  colored. 
v\sked  ior  food  ;  may  have  milk  por- 
ridge. 

■4th.     No  pain  in  the  chest  on   full 
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inspiration.     Slight    cough,    without  of  the  Births  and  Dnaths,  it    is  quite 

expectoration.       On     the    6lh     had  desirable   that   the  Reports  of  Dis- 

meat,   and   the  ordinary    diet  of  the  ^^^^^   shouXdi    he    as  accurate   as  the 

house  for  convalescents,  and    on  the  .  „  ,  ,    ■      m 

,-.,  J-     I  J       ,,  circumstances  ot  the  case  admit,    lo 

loth  was  discharged  well. 

W.  Channing.         the    physician,  the    information  they 
^^^^„-,^^^„^,„„^^--—,^———^^,-^—am     conve\',  when  this  is  their  character, 

is  highly  useful.  He  learns  not  only 
the  kinds  of  diseases  which  may  pre- 
vail, but  also  something  of  their  cha- 
racter, their  violence  and  their  ten- 
Arrangements  have  been  made  ^^^^^^  J}nnng  an  epidemic  season, 
fpt  the  regular  publications  of  these  especially  if  it  be  a  dangerous  one, 
Bills,  in  the  Journal.  They  are  in-  this  information  is  doubly  advantnge- 
teresting  and  useful  documents,  and  y^g.  He  is  not  only  aware  of  the 
deserve  a  permanent  record.  Much  existence  of  the  disease,  but  its  fotal- 
of  their  utility,  however,  depends  on  ity  imposes  on  him  great  diligence  in 
their  correctness  ;  correctness  in  the  its  investigation,  and  much  care  in 
designation  of  the  diseases  from  its  treatment.  The  Bills  of  this  city 
which  death  has  resulted.  The  are  not  perfectly  accurate  about  dis- 
numbers  who  die  in  a  limited  time,  eases.  They  are  strictly  accurate  in 
weekly  for  instance,  it  is  quite  desir-  numbers.  No  regular  system  has 
able  to  know.  Correct  statements  been  pursued  here  in  furnishing  the 
of  these  show  the  ratio  of  mortality  names  of  diseases.  It  is  rare  that  a 
to  the  actual  population,  as  well  as  certificate  is  obtained  from  tie  at- 
the  progress  of  increase.  They  are  tending  physician.  He  is  not  re- 
most  useful  when  published  along  quired  by  a  law  of  the  city  to  furnish 
with  the  number  of  births.  No  pro-  such  certificate.  In  other  cities  it  is 
vision  has  been  made  in  this  city  for  a  duty,  enforced  by  law,  for  him  to 
ascertaining  births,  and  hence  much  furnish  one.  In  fact,  interment  is 
rmbarrassment  when  it  is  attempted  not  permitted,  until  such  certificate 
to  show  the  proportion  of  mortality  is  left  with  the  officer  who  superin- 
to  the  natural  increase  of  our  popu-  tends  this  department.  The  under- 
lation.  In  foreign  Bills  the  number  taker  finds  it  at  the  house  where  a 
of  births  is  recorded  with  the  same  person  has  died  ;  or  calls  for  it  from 
apparent  accuracy  as  the  deaths,  the  physician  and  delivers  it  to  the 
The  numbers  in  both  cases  may  proper  officer,  and  then  obtains  per- 
reach  very  near  perfect  accuracy,  mission  to  bury  the  dead.  Some- 
and  the  degree  in  which  this  exists,  thing  of  the  same  sort  might  easily 
is  a  measure  of  the  true  ratios  before  be  done  here,  and  without  the  au- 
referred  to.  In  some  of  our  own  thority  of  a  law.  Let  physicians 
cities  the  births  are  given  in  the  once  agree  to  give  to  our  Bills  of 
Bills,  and  the  Inst  yearly  reports  in  mortality  all  the  accuracy  of  which 
Philadelphia  are  on  this  account  ren-  they  are  susceptible,  and  the  task  of 
dered  more  valuable.  furnishing  the   necessary    certificate 

Besides  accuracy   in    the  numbers     will   be  felt   to  be  a   very  light  one. 
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It  may  be  left  at  the  house  of  the  de- 
ceased, or  the  undertaker  may  be  di- 
rected to  call  for  it.  The  form  need 
only  to  n\cnlion  the  name  of  the  de- 
ceased, the  age,  and  the  disease,  with 
the  physician's  name  annexed.*  It 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  give  the 
results  of  some  Bills  for  the  last  year 
or  two.  The  following  are  taken  from 
Bills  of  three  of  the  principal  cities 
of  the  United  States,  and  from  the 
Loudon  Bills  for  1826  and  1827. 

London  Bills  of  Mortality  from  De- 
cember 13,  1825,  to  December  12, 
1826. 

Christened  in  the  ninety-seven  par- 
ishes within  the  walls,  913  ;  buried, 
1318.  Ciiristenod  in  the  seventeen 
parishes  without  the  walls,  5059  ; 
buried,  4148.  Christened  in  the 
twenty-nine  out-parishes  in  Middle- 
sex and  Surry,  12,604  ;  buried, 
11,423.  Christened  in  the  ten  par- 
ishes in  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Westminster,  3677  j  buried,  3869. 
Total  christened,  22,244  ;  buried, 
20,758. 

Of  those  christened,  11,178  were 
males,  and  11,066  females.  Of  the 
deaths,  10,454  were  males,  and 
10,304  females.  Of  the  deaths,  5952 
were  under  two  years  of  age,  1982 
between  two  and  five,  798  between 
five  and  ten,  808  between  ten  and 
twenty,  1472  between  twenty  and 
thirty,  1724  between  thirty  and  for- 
ty, 1994  between  forty  and  fifty, 
1926  between  fifty  and  sixty,  1832 
between  sixty  and  seventy,  1569  be- 
tween seventy  and  eighty,  634  be- 
tween eighty  and  ninety,  90  between 
ninety  and  a  hundred,  one  was  a 
hundred  years  old,  3  a  hundred  and 
three,  3  a  hundred  and  five.  The 
burials  were  268  fewer  than  in  1825. 


*  It  always  gives  additional  value  to 
these  Bills,  to  contain  a  statement  of  the 
known  or  estimated  pojmlafJon. 


The  diseases  and  casualties  are 
not  extracted. 

Lofidon  Bills  of  Mortality  from  De- 
cember 13,  1826,  io  Decemhbr  12, 

1827. 

Christened,  29,925  ;  males,  15,205, 
feniiiles,  14,720.  Buried,  22,292  ; 
males,  11,296,  females,  10,996.— 
Whereof  have  died,  under  two  years 
of  age,  6,580  ;  between  two  and  five, 
1,875  ;  between  five  and  ten,  850; 
between  ten  and  twenty,  862  ;^^;^- 
tween  twenty  and  thirty,  l,56i',^5e* 
tween  thirt}'  and  forty,  1,831  ;  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty,  2,134;  between 
fifty  and  sixty,  2,128  ;  between  sixty 
and  seventy,  2,044;  between  seventy 
and  eighty,  l680 ;  between  eighty 
and  ninety,  6G(d  ;  between  ninety  and 
a  hundred,  74;  a  hundred,  1  ;  a  hun- 
dred and  one,  1  ;  a  hundred  and 
two,  1. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the 
Philadelphia  Bills  for  one  year,  from 
1st  January,  1827,  to  1st  January, 
1828.  It  is  a  note  to  the  statement 
of  deaths,  containing  the  diseases  and 
ages.  The  population  of  the  city  is 
not  mentioned. 

Note. — Of  the  foregoing  there 
were  males  of  twenty  years  and  up- 
wards, 1152  ;  1026  under  twent)- 
years  ;  845  ieraaies  of  twenty  years 
and  upwards  ;  922  under  twenty 
years. 

There  wore  445  returns  received 
at  the  Health  Office  of  persons  who 
died  in  the  Aims-House  of  the  City 
during  the  year  ;  and  757  people  of 
color  were  included  in  the  statement 
of  interments. 

Agreeably  to  returns  made  and 
collected  from  127  practitioners  of 
midwifery,  there  have  been  born  in 
the  City  and  Liberties,  from  the  1st 
of  January,  1827,  to  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 182873581  male,  and  3452  fe- 
male children  ;  making  the  total 
number  of  births,  7033  ;    leaving  a 
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dilTerence  between  the  births  and  in- 
terments of  the  year,  of  3088. 


Oeaihs  in  each  mon 

tk  of  the 

within 

pen 

lod. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Total. 

January 

176 

137 

313 

February 

138 

149 

287 

March 

156 

149 

305 

April 

130 

145 

275 

May 

178 

116 

294 

June 

116 

176 

292 

July 

148 

267 

415 

August 

218 

242 

450 

September 

145 

142 

282 

October 

216 

149  . 

365 

November 

203 

144 

347 

December 

172 

133 

305 

1996   1949   3945 

The  New- York  Report  for  the 
same  period,  presents  a  tabular  view 
of  the  number  of  deaths,  the  diseases, 
sexes,  and  ages.  No  account  is  given 
of  the  population.  The  remarks  of 
the  City  Inspector,  G.  Cuming,  Esq. 
at  the  close,  are  extracted. 

The  City  Inspector  respectfully 
reports  to  the  Board  a  statement  of 
the  deaths  in  the  ci?y  and  county  of 
New-York,  f')r  the  year  1827, 
amounting  lo  5181,  being  an  exceed- 
ing of  208  of  what  occurred  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  total  number  of  colored  per- 
sons that  died  were  718. 

Judging  that  it  would  be  gratifying 
to  contrast  llie  number  of  deaths 
from  the  prevailing  diseases  in  two 
successive  years,  which  is  placed  on 
the  other  side,  from  which  it  may  be 
observed  in  particular,  how  much  the 
cases  of  Measles  and  Smallpoz  con- 
tinue to  increase,  notwithstanding 
the  daily  evidence  of  the  value  of 
Vaccination  as  a  preventive  of  the 
latter,  and  making  all  duo  allowance 
for  our  increasing  population. 

The  Consumptive  cases  were  329, 
of  whom  there  were  100  colored 
persons. 

The  number  of  7evor  cases  in  thfi 


two  last  years  were  singularly  cor- 
respondent ;  whilst  providenlJally  we 
have  been  exempted  from  its  ravages 
in  its  worst  furm — the  Malignant  or 
Yellow  Fever. 

The  Bills  of  the  city  of  Boston 
for  the  year  ending  January  1st, 
1828,  present  a  very  satisfactory 
statement,  from  which  to  infer  the 
great  healthfulness  of  the  city  dur- 
ing the  year.  From  a  variety  of 
facts,  the  population  is  estimated  to 
be  64,262,  and  there  is  no  reason-to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  esti- 
mate. The  whole  number  of  deaths 
was  1022,  or  one  in  62.87.  In  1824 
the  proportion  was  one  in  46.61.  In 
1825,  one  in  40.18.  In  1826,  one 
in  48.85.  These  proportions  aro 
made  precisely  on  the  same  basis  as 
that  for  1827 — 8.  Now  as  one  death 
\n  forty-seven  in  a  city  of  equal  pop- 
ulation, is  regarded  as  showing  an: 
extraordinary  degree  of  health,  the 
health  of  this  city  for  the  last  two 
years  may  well  be  termed  unexam- 
pled. In  the  interesting  Address  of  the 
Mayor,  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  made  to 
the  City  Government  at  its  organiza- 
tion Jan.  7th,  1828,  the  groat  health- 
fulness  of  the  city  for  the  preceding 
year  is  particularly  referred  to.  This 
is  considered  in  its  relation  with  the 
successful  measures  which  have  with- 
in a  (e\\  years  been  adopted  to  ren- 
der the  whole  city  as  perfectly  clean 
as  the  cilcu^^lstancos  of  the  case 
would  allow. 


A  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Barrett  of  North- 
ampton on  the  smallpox  in  that  town, 
which  will  appear  in.  the  next  num- 
ber. 
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WEEKLY    UEPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  March  21,  at  noon. 

3Iarch  14.     Sallv  Simson,  37  yrs. 

15.     Wil'lam  Parks,  6  mo. 

Henry  B.  Curtis,  52  yrs. 

17.  Hannah  Holden,  44 
Clara  Allen,  39 

18.  Barney  Cook,  23 
Abigail  V.  Reed,  26 
Ann  Warren,  51 
Elizabeth  Hager,  56 
EbenezerT.  Andrews, jr.  3  1-4 
George  Win.  Gorland,     IS  days. 

19.  Rachael  Trumbull,  70  vrs. 
Amily  G.  Mills,  35  ' 
William  Bond,  31 

20.  Ann  Hartshorn,  36 

21.  George  Knights,  43 
Diseases.      Consumption,  7 — Croup,  1 — 

Drop?y,  1 — Infantile.  1 — Inflammation  in  the 
bowels,  1 — Lung  fever,  1 — Liver  complaint, 
1 — Old  age,  1 — Suicide,  1 — Unknown,  1. 
Males,  7— Females,  9.     Total,  16. 


Erratum. — In  No.  .*>.  paee  7L),  ffw 
Bradford  L.  Wells,  A.M.  read  Brad- 
ford L.  Wales,  A.M. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

DENAR.COTIZED  OPIUM  &  LAUDA 
NU.VI,  EUROPEAN  LEECHES,  &c. 
OWE  Sc  P^EED,  44,  Hanover  Street, 
at  Ihe  head  of  Eltn  Street,  hare  late- 
ly received  a  supply  of  Denarcotized  Opi- 
um and  Laudanum. — Al=o  on  hand  Euro- 
pean Leeches ;  fresh  Vaccine  Matter, 
taken  by  a  physician  of  this  city  with 
particular  care  -.  fog-ether  with  a  larg;e 
stock  of  dru^s  of  every  kind. 

Lowe  &  Reed,  late  Reed  &  Howard, 
keep  constantly  on  hand,  their  Cure  for 
Jnlemprrancr.  which  has  recently  received 
the  apprnbalion  ofm^ny  of  the  Physicians 
of  this  city, — heen  used  by  the  Society  for 
suppressing  Intetnpcr.Tnce,  and  adopted  in 
the  [louse  of  Correction  as  preferable  to 
that  of  Chambers.  Price  $-2.50.  A  libe- 
ral discount  made  to  charitable  Societies. 

TERENCE  WAKEFEILD. 

RESPECTIUF.LY  informs  the  custo- 
mers ofihe  lafo  firm  of  VVAKEFEii.n 
&  S.MiTH,  and  l!ie  public  in  general,  that 


he  continues  the  business  of  Drugf^ist 
and  Apothecary,  at  the  old  stand,  121, 
Washington  street,  where  he  offers  for 
sale  a  larsfe  and  »eneral  assortment  of  ar- 
ticles usually  found  in  bis  line. 

A  variety  of  patent  medicines,  such  as 
Anderson''?  pills;  Hooper''s  do.;  bals. honey; 
Henry's  mag-nesia  ;  Turling1on''8  balsam; 
Cologne  water,  superior  from  Paris  ;  com- 
mon do.  ;  French  lavender,  from  the  man- 
ufactories ;  cephalic  snuff:  Riga  balsam  ; 
antique  oil ;  otto  of  rose  ;  Godfrey's  cordi- 
al ;  opodeldoc,  &c. 

Country  physicians  and  dealers  in  drugs 
are  invited  to  call  as  above,  where  they 
can  be  supplied  at  a  fair  price. 

Ph^'siciaBs'  prescriptions  will  receive 
all  the  attentiosi  and  care  that  a  long  ex- 
perience in  the  business  has  enabled  him 
to  bestow,  and  every  article  delivered 
will  be  such  as  they  may  calculate  on. 

Medicine  chests  of  everj'  description, 
for  family  and  ships'  use,  are  put  up  and 
replenished  with  care  and  faithfulness. 

RETAIL  APOTHECARY  SHOP. 

RICILARD  A  NEWELL,  Druggist, 
Summer  Street,  respectfully  inform* 
his  friends  and  customers,  that  he  con- 
fines himself  wholly  to  the  retail  business, 
and  has  on  hand  a  complete  assortment  of 
genuine  Medicines,  which  will  be  sold  as 
low  as  can  be  purchased  in  the  city. 

R.  A.  N.  keeps  constantly  for  sale.  Dr. 
Moore's  Essence  of  Life  ;  Anderson's 
Cough  Drops;  Spring's  Pulmonic  Elixir, 
a  new  and  valuable  medicine,  prepared 
from  the  original  recipe  ;  with  a  variety 
of  Patent  Medicines.  Also,  genuine 
French  and  German  Cologne  Water,  Sic. 

N.  B.  Physicians  and  Families  who 
may  please  to  send  their  orders  to  this 
Shop,  may  rely  on  the  personal  attend- 
ance of  Mr.  N. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

Corner  of  Washington  and  Winler  Sis., 

H.\S  received,  by  the  late  arrivals 
from  France  and  England,  his  fall 
supply  of  Orucs,  Medicines,  and  Sur- 
geons' LvsTRUMEXTS  ;  among  them  are, 
delphiiie,  brucine,  emetine,  str3xhnine, 
morphine,  veratrine,  narcofine,  sulphate 
of  quinine,  sulphate  of  rhubarb,  drop 
glasses,  stomach  tubes,  needles  for  acu- 
puncture. &c.  &c. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapars. 
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I. 

An  Account  of  the  Smallpox  and 
its  JModifications^  as  they  existed 
in  JS''orthampton,  from  July, 
1827,  to  January,  1828. 

By  Bexjamin  Barrett,  M.D. 

The  varioloid  disease  has  pre- 
vailed ia  several  parts  of  this 
Commonwealth  the  last  year;  but 
in  no  place  within  my  knowledije 
to  the  extent  which  it  lias  in  this 
village.  From  this  consideration, 
and  from  the  great  pathological 
interest  manifested  in  the  subject 
by  the  medical  profession,  I  am 
induced  to  give  a  general  descrip- 
tion of  this  epidemic,  as  it  has 
come  within  my  observation. 

The  disease  was  brought  to  this 
part  of  the  State  from  New-York, 

p. a  pu[)il  of  the  High  School   at 
ield;  and  from  thence  it  was 

commii.:,.3^gj  to  this  town  by  a 

patient  wu,^  ^„jjgr  Us  operation. 

Ihe  circumsl^ces  attending  this 
case  are  worthy  cf*  particular  no- 
tice. The  subject  u?s  exlreme- 
ij  corpulent,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  sixty-eight,  with  a  constitution 


considerably  impaired,  and  wholly 
unprotected  either  by  variolation 
or  vaccination.  A  fortnight  pre- 
vious to  her  arrival  here,  she  had 
been  exposed  to  the  contagion  of 
smallpox  by  taking  tea  at  an  in- 
fected house.  The  symptoms  of 
the  eruptive  fever  were  not  very 
severe,  as  one  would  naturally  in- 
fer from  her  being  able  to  ride 
\vhile  they  were  upon  her.  She 
was  seized  with  pain  in  her  back, 
passing  through  her  bowels  to  the 
umbilical  region,  nausea,  distress 
ot  the  stomach,  and  other  febrile 
symptoms.  Her  pain  was  fre- 
quently compared  to  that  of  colic, 
a  disease  with  which  she  flattered 
herself  she  was  affected.  These 
continued  to  increase  for  four 
days,  and  on  the  fiftii  there  was  a 
partial  remission  of  the  symptoms 
upon  the  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tion ;  but  this  was  not  so  distinct 
as  it  usually  is.  The  eruption 
commenced  upon  the  face  and 
neck,  in  red  spots,  without  any 
elevated  papilla,  which  succes- 
sively spread  over  the  head,  body, 
and  extremities  ;  and  even  coa- 
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lesced  so  as  to  form  one  universal 
efflorescence.  This  was  on  the 
sixth  day  of  the  disease.  There 
was  also  redness  of  the  eyes,  an 
erythematous  appearance  in  the 
mouth  and  throat,  attended  with 
soreness  and  a  secretion  of  acrid 
saliva  and  mucus.  For  the  histo- 
ry of  this  case  thus  far,  I  am  in- 
debted to  the  professional  gentle- 
man who  preceded  me  in  visiting 
the  patient  a  few  times,  and  to  an 
intelligent  lady,  who  was  constant- 
ly in  attendance  upon  her.  It 
was  on  the  third  day  of  the  erup- 
tion that  I  first  saw  her.  At  this 
time  the  general  appearances 
were  such  as  to  afford  a  presump- 
tion that  the  disease  might  be  a 
malignant  case  of  erysipelatous 
inflammation.  In  process  of  time, 
however,  all  uncertainty  was  re- 
moved, and  its  resemblance  to 
erysipelas  was  accounted  for  from 
the  fact,  that  she  had  during  her 
life  been  subject  to  this  disease 
from  any  particular  disturbance  of 
the  digestive  organs.  In  the 
course  of  this  day  the  following 
additional  symptoms  were  mani- 
fested ;  extreme  swelling  of  the 
head,  closing  of  the  eyes,  ptya- 
lism,  great  soreness  of  the  throat, 
cough,  difficulty  of  deglutition, 
fulness,  and  pressure  about  the 
chest,  with  increased  fever  ;  and 
a  slight  vesicular  character  was, 
in  some  places,  given  to  the  erup- 
tion. During  the  night,  and  on 
the  subsequent  day,  other  symp- 
toms still  more  alarming  occur- 
red, as  hemorrhage  from  the 
lungs,  dyspnoea,  sloughing  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  a  copious 
expectoration  of  an  adhesive  mu- 
cus, sometimes  exhibiting  a  puru- 
lent character.  These  continued 
unabated  nearly  to  her  death,  and 
the  quantity  of  blood  and  mucus 
coughed  up  was   computed  in  the 


last  twenty-four  hours  to  at  least 
a  gallon.  At  times  she  apparent- 
ly seemed  to  be  suffocating.  The 
fetor  of  her  breath  was  peculiar 
and  intolerable,  and  such  as  any 
one  who  was  accustomed  to  it 
would  readily  recognize,  but  I 
know  not  that  I  can  describe  it  if 
I  should  attempt.  It  has  been 
said  to  resemble  that  which  pro- 
ceeds from  measles,  but  may  be 
distinguished  from  it.  Such  vesi- 
cles as  appeared  were  flat  and  ul- 
timately petechial  ;  none  of  them 
became  prominent,  and  the  state 
of  the  system  was  such  as  to  pre- 
clude the  thought  that  they  would 
ever  have  been  pustules,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Good's  definition  of  the 
term,  had  the  patient  continued 
longer.  Some  hours  previous  to 
her  death,  there  was  discovered 
in  various  parts,  particularly  in 
the  mouth  and  about  the  lips,  a 
gangrenous  tendency,  and  purple 
spots  on  other  parts  of  the  body. 
There  was  no  delirium,  nor  any 
evidence  of  an  affection  of  the 
brain,  as  there  was  in  every  suc- 
ceeding case  that  terminated  in 
death  ;  but  throughout  the  course 
of  the  disease  there  was  a  de- 
pressed state  of  the  pulse,  and 
such  ditficulty  in  the  chest  as  to 
lead  me  to  the  conclusion,  that 
there  might  be  congestion  of  the 
lungs.  Her  death  occurred  on 
the  eighth  day  of  the  disease  and 
the  fourth  of  the  eruption,  and 
she  presented  to  the  eye  one  of 
the  most  hideous  and  loathsome 
masses  of  disease  that  I  ever  wit 


.ae 


nessed.  Inadvertin";  to  this  ", 
I  have  been  thus  partici'^*'' 
cause  it  was  the  sr-''^®  \'^^"^ 
which  the  others  -^^^e  ;  and  be- 
cause it  posses-'d  some  strikmg 
peculiarities-,  and  surpassed  in 
malignapcy  and  virulence  any  oth- 
er that  came  within  my  notice. 
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The  family  into  which  the  dis-  might  be  regarded  as  the  vesicu- 
ease  was  first  introduced  consist-  lar  form  of  this  disease.  The 
ed  of  ten  meinUers  besides  the  other  had  the  disease  in  a  distinct 
individual  whose  case  has  been  forfu  with  considerable  severity, 
related, — six  of  whom  had  not  and  exhibited  the  striking  features 
undergone  cow  pock,  but  as  soon  of  smallpox,  according  to  the  de- 
as  it  was  practicable  resorted  to  sciiption  of  the  best  authors,  in  so 
it.  They  had  all  been  exposed,  perfect  a  manner  as  to  remove  all 
previously,  to  the  variolous  conta-  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  the  nature 
gion  in  its  most  concentrated  form;  of  this  disease.  In  illustration  of 
and  it  was  found  from  this  cause,  its  charadler  I  will  enumerate 
or  some  other,  extremely  difficult  some  of  the  most  prominent  symp- 
to  infect  them  with  the  vaccine  toms,  especinlly  the  local.  The 
virus.  Three  only  could  be  made  eruption  was  ushered  in  by  strong 
to  contract  the  disease,  and  one  febrile  symptoms,  as  pain  in  the 
of  them  had  it  in  connexion  with  head,  languor,  nausea,  vomiting 
the  smallpox, — thus  affording  in-  and  inability  to  sit  up,  of  three 
controvertible  evidence  of  the  days'  duration.  At  the  termina- 
existence  of  two  diseases,  not-  tion  of  which  various  papillae  ap- 
withstanding  the  doctrine  advanc-  peared  upon  the  face  and  neck, 
ed  by  Hunter  and  others,  that  which  in  twenty-four  hours  ex- 
they  are  "  incompatible  with  each  tended  to  every  part  of  the  body, 
other."  In  this  case,  though  the  In  the  meantime  they  enlarged 
anti-variolous  power  of  the  vac-  and  becsme  elevated,  and  con- 
cine  disease  was  not  perfect,  yet  tinued  thus  till  the  next  day, 
it  was  such  as  to  carry  conviction  when  small  vesicles  upon  some  of 
to  any  mind,  of  the  great  value  of  their  apices  were  distinctly  visi- 
vaccination,  even  after  the  conta-  ble.  In  the  centre  of  them  there 
gion  was  received  into  the  system,  was  a  depression,  and  around  their 
The  other  three,  unsuccessfully  base  an  inflamed  margin.  They 
vaccinated,  had  the  disease  in  an  gradually  increased  in  number  and 
unprotected  form.  One  of  which  magnitude,  and  on  the  sixth  day 
was  of  a  malignant  and  confluent  were  distinctly  and  prominently 
character,  and  proved  fatal, — the  exhibited  over  the  whole  system, 
other  two  recovered.  Theyoung-  On  the  seventh  the  vesicles  began 
est,  an  infant,  had  a  slight  fever  to  assume  the  pustular  character, 
of  a  day's  duration  preceding  the  At  this  time  the  areola  was  of  a 
eruption,  but  afterwards  appeared  vivid  red  color,  diffusing  consider- 
as  well  as  usual.  Tlie  disease,  able  inflammation  to  the  surrouud- 
in  this  patient,  was  without  se-  ing  parts,  and  the  external  appear- 
condary  fever,  and  the  vesicles  ance  of  the  eruption  presented  a 
''ontained  a  thin  watery  fluid,  that  most  beautiful  aspect.  It  was 
ne\-^r  became  pustular.  It  was  curious  to  observe  in  diffeient 
considered  by  those  who  were  ac-  parts  of  the  body  at  this  time,  the 
quainted  with  chicken  pox,  to  pos-  papular,  vesicular,  and  pustular 
sess  in  its  progress  and  termina-  form  of  the  disease.  The  jjus- 
tion  an  undistin^^uishable  resem-  tules  successively  formed  from  the 
blance  to  it.  The  peculiar  fetor  head  to  the  lower  extremities, 
so  generally  attendant  upon  small-  and  gradually  filled,  losing  ti;eir 
pox  was  not  perceptible,  yet  it  central   depression,  and  assuming 
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an  hemispherical  form.  On  the 
eighth  day  they  were  apparently 
at  their  height,  fully  distended, 
and  continued  nearly  stationary 
till  the  tenth.  Some  of  the  pus- 
tules were  ruptured,  and  the  con- 
tents were  of  a  purulent  charac- 
ter. During  this  time  soreness 
of  the  throat  came  on,  ptyalism 
ensued,  the  face  swelled  and  py- 
rexia arose.  There  was  great 
tenderness  over  every  part  of  the 
body.  The  patient  complained 
greatly  of  external  heat  and  pain 
in  the  hands  and  feet.  These 
symptoms  abated  on  the  tenth 
day,  and  the  pustules  then  began 
to  form  into  crusts  or  scabs,  and 
gradually  became  so  over  every 
part.  The  process  of  desquama- 
tion was  not  perfected  until  the 
expiration  of  several  days.  In 
this  case  the  characteristic  fetor 
of  smallpox  was  well  marked. 
There  were  no  pits  left  upon  the 
surface,  but  marks  of  the  disease 
w^ere  visible  upon  the  skin  for  se- 
veral months. 

The  remainder  of  this  family, 
six  in  number,  had  been  vaccinat- 
ed, two  recently,  and  immediate- 
ly after  having  undergone  the  dis- 
ease in  a  perfect  manner,  had  an 
attack  of  the  varioloid.  In  these 
two  patients  there  was  a  great 
similarity, — the  indisposition  pre- 
ceding the  erujilion  was  very 
slight,  and  with  the  accession  of 
it  all  inability  ceased.  There 
were  distinct  papillae  scattered 
over  their  bodies,  but  they  soon 
disappeared  without  becoming 
vesicular.  Of  the  other  four 
who  were  vaccinated  several 
years  previous,  two  had  smart 
febrile  attacks,  undistinguishable 
from  the  others,  in  their  essential 
features,  without  any  eruption, 
excepting  in  one  there  was  an 
indistinct  efflorescence  upon  the 


face  and  breast  of  one  day's  dura- 
tion. In  this  patient  the  fever 
was  accompanied  with  some  con- 
siderable delirium.  The  remain- 
ing two  were  domestics  ;  and 
were  the  only  ones  that  escaped. 
Thus  it  appears  there  has  been 
manifested  in  this  family  a  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  variolous  conta- 
gion, unprecedented  here  if  not 
elsewhere  ;  and  the  remarkable 
fact  that  the  two  servants  were 
the  only  members  that  withstood 
the  influence  of  the  contagion, 
shows  clearly,  that  there  may  be, 
in  particular  families,  a  constitu- 
tional predisposition  to  contract 
the  disease. 

From  this  source  of  contagion 
others  were  generated,  till  the 
disease  was  propagated  to  other 
parts  of  the  village.  Few  cases 
were  known  to  exist  at  one  time, 
but  it  continued  uninterrupted 
here  for  more  than  six  months. 
It  attacked  indiscriminately  the 
variolated,  vaccinated,  and  un- 
protected, and  all  the  varieties 
were  seen,  in  some  instances, 
promiscuously  under  the  same 
roof.  The  proportion  attacked 
of  these  three  classes  has  been 
different, — the  protecting  power 
of  the  former  being  here  decided- 
ly superior.  During  the  time 
this  disease  prevailed  in  this 
place  there  were  only  three  cases 
of  secondary  smallpox  ;  one  of 
these  was  of  an  equivocal  cha- 
racter, and  the  other  two  severe. 
Of  the  latter,  one  had  it  by  ino- 
culation, and  after  the  eighth  dav 
of  the  vesicle  had  the  sympt«*ms 
of  the  disease,  followed  ^y  an 
eruption  of  a  few  days'  duration. 
These  patients  were  exposed  by 
watching  and  by  rendering  other 
attentions  to  the  sick.  In  con- 
nexion with  these  cases  it  ought 
to  be  remarked,  that  they  all  had 
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the  smallpox  primarily  by  inocu-  was  exceedingly  numerous.  It 
lation  ;  and  that  there  was  not  a  suppurated  upon  the  face  only  on 
single  case  of  the  disease  in  those  the  sixth  day,  and  dried  away  into 
who  had  it  in  its  epidemic  form,  horny  scabs  on  the  seventh,  leav- 
though  many  such  were  exposed,  ing  tubercuiated  elevations  upon 
In  other  families  where  this  the  skin.  This  patient  has  since 
disease  existed,  few  compara-  had  a  living  child  without  any 
lively  contracted  it,  often  not  marks  of  the  disease,  which  has 
more  than  one.  In  a  family  op-  undergone  cow  pock, 
posite  to  the  infected  house,  all  The  number  of  cases  in  the  un- 
the  members  were  vaccinated  protected  has  been,  as  near  as  I 
and  re-vaccinated  after  having  un-  can  ascertain,  not  far  from  twen- 
dergone  cow  pock,  excepting  two,  ty,  and  about  one  in  three  has  ter- 
the  father  and  youngest  child,  minated  in  death.  Those  who 
Several  attempts  were  made  to  have  fallen  victims  to  this  disease 
infect  the  latter,  but  without  sue-  have  mostly  been  the  infirm  and 
cess.  The  former  through  igno-  aged,  who  did  not  comply  with 
ranee  or  prejudice  absolutely  re-  the  offers  of  vaccination.  The 
fused  to  have  the  disease,  not-  fatal  cases  were  universally  of 
withstanding  he  was  repeatedly  the  confluent  character,  and  there 
assured  of  his  danger,  and  told  of  were  in  all  of  them,  I  believe, 
the  probable  consequences  should  indications  of  congestion  of  the 
he  persist  in  his  course.  Soon  af-  brain,  as  delirium,  stupor,  inflam- 
ter  he  had  the  smallpox  in  the  ed  eyes,  a  depressed  and  inter- 
confluent  form,  and  died  on  the  mitting  pulse,  &c.  i  am  aware 
twelfth  day  of  the  disease.  A  that  it  has  been  afiirmed  that  in 
fortnight  preceding  this  case,  the  post  mortem  examinations  there 
child  had  an  eruptive  disease  of  a  have  been  no  traces  of  disease 
vesicular  character,  more  mild  in  after  death,  but  I  cannot  conceive 
its  symptoms  than  any  case  that  that  such  unequivocal  cerebral 
occurred  within  my  practice  till  symptoms  can  exist  without  cor- 
the  termination  of  this  epidemic,  respondent  eff'ects.  There  were 
Whether  the  father  contracted  two  cases  only  of  the  confluent 
his  disease  from  the  child  or  not,  smallpox  that  recovered,  and  one 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  for  he  was  a  colored  woman,  who  had 
might  have  been  exposed  else-  the  disease  in  its  most  severe  and 
where.  This  child  was  after-  protracted  form.  Both  of  these 
wards  vaccinated,  and  had  per-  patients  exhibit  pits  upon  their 
feet  cow  pock.  Of  the  members  skin  at  the  present  time, 
of  this  family  who  had  been  re-  Among  the  vaccinated  the  dis- 
vaccinated,  as  stated  above,  one  ease  was  most  prevalent,  and  ex- 
oiily  had  the  cow  pock,  and  this  hibited  the  greatest  variety  of  ap- 
in  an  imperfect  manner,  the  vesi-  pearances.  Almost  every  case 
cles  drj'ing  up  on  the  sixth  day.  possessed  a  particular  character 
This  was  the  mother,  and  she  was  of  itself,  yet  there  was  running 
the  only  one  who  had  the  vario-  through  the  whole  a  common  cha- 
loid.  At  this  time  she  was  four  racter.  Some  cases  in  the  com- 
nionths  advanced  in  pregnancy,  mencement  of  the  eruption  re- 
Her  constitutional  sym])toms  were  sembled  measles,  others  variolous 
not   severe,  though  the  eruption  rash,  and  others  again  scarlatina. 
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but  these  resemblances  disap- 
peared as  the  disease  became 
vesicular.  There  was  no  in- 
stance of  a  repetition  of  an  attack 
here,  as  has  been  recorded  in  oth- 
er places.  Those  who  were  re- 
cently vaccinated  were  as  often 
the  subjects  of  this  disease  as 
those  who  were  at  a  remote  pe- 
riod. Ordinarily  it  was  not  vio- 
lent, yet  there  were  two  or  three 
cases  that  nearly  approached 
smallpox,  and  had  the  accompa- 
nying fever  denominated  seconda- 
ry fever.  One  case  of  the  con- 
fluent form  after  vaccination 
proved  fatal,  but  the  previous 
history  of  the  vaccine  disease  was 
extremely  unsatisfactory,  and  such 
as  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  must  have  been  spurious.  All 
that  could  be  learnt  was,  that 
some  ignorant  person  had  pricked 
his  arm,  as^d  that  there  was  a  fes- 
tering sore.  The  cicatrix  was 
not  examined  in  season  to  ascer- 
tain its  character.  This  patient, 
previous  to  his  contracting  the 
disease,  was  often  exposed  to  the 
action  of  the  virus,  and  was  one 
who  assisted  in  the  interment  of 
Mrs.  Ciapp,  the  patient  \A'ho  first 
died  with  the  smallpox.  His  not 
taking  the  disease  at  that  time 
gave  him  great  confidence,  and 
made  him  more  daring  in  his  fu- 
ture exposure  than  he  would  oth- 
e!■wi^e  have  been.  He  died  on 
the  sixteenth  day  of  the  disease, 
the  swelling  not  having  left  his 
head  at  this  late  period.  He  was 
a  young  man  of  a  vigorous  consti- 
tution, and  exhibited  during  his 
sufferings  the  greatest  fortitude 
and  resolution. 

But  vaccination.  In  a  very  great 
majority  of  instances,  afforded 
perfect  exejuption  from  smallpox, 
and  in  others  its  controlling  power 
wafl  generally  evident,  and  some- 


times truly  astonishing.  The  de- 
gree of  violence  was  various,  and 
there  has  been  every  gradation, 
from  the  nearest  resemblance  to 
smallpox  to  the  mildest  form  of 
chicken  pox.  It  has  usually  re- 
sembled varicella  among  the 
young,  and  might  with  as  much 
propriety  be  termed  varicelloid 
as  varioloid.  Often  it  has  been  so 
slight  as  scarcely  to  be  observed, 
and  had  its  origin  not  been  known 
there  would  never  have  been  the 
least  suspicion  of  the  disease  be- 
ing modified  sn^allpox.  During 
the  symptoms  of  the  eruptive  fe- 
ver, the  varioloid  did  not  diflfer 
essentially  from  smallpox, — the 
attack  was  very  similar.  In  some 
instances  the  fever  was  in  every 
respect  as  severe,  but  in  the 
progress  of  the  disease  there  was 
a  striking  difference  exhibited. 
The  course  was  greatly  abbre- 
viated, generally  there  was  no 
secondary  fever,  and  in  a  great 
proportion  of  cases  the  eruption 
was  vesicular,  seldom  becoming 
pustular  except  upon  the  face  ; 
and  when  this  was  the  case  it  was 
usually  as  early  as  the  fifth  or 
sixth  day.  Sometimes  the  erup- 
tion has  been  very  copious,  but 
ordinarily  not  exceeding  fifty  or  a 
huiulred  vesicles,  occasionally  no- 
thing more  than  a  dozen  pimples. 
The  papillae,  in  some  cases,  were 
expanded  and  elongated  without 
vesicular  appearance,  and  in  oth- 
ers slightly  vesicular.  One  only 
was  attacked  with  convulsions  ; 
some  had  delirium,  but  it  was 
early  in  the  disease.  The  vesi- 
cles were  quite  often  acuminat- 
ed, resembling  very  much  those 
of  secondary  cow  pock.  In  all 
cases  the  inflammation  was  in  a 
measure  overcome,  and  the  as- 
pect of  the  eruption  somewhat 
different.     In  some  soreness  of  the 
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throAt  was  present,  in  others  it 
was  wanting.  The  peculiar  smell 
of  smallpox  was  usually  absent. 
The  eruption  continued  from  four 
to  six  days,  in  a  few  instances 
longer,  and  then  dried  away  into 
scabs  or  crusts,  leaving  elevations 
or  discolorations  on  the  skin. 

In  the  decline  of  this  epidemic 
it  assumed  a  different  character. 
It  was  confined  almost  exclusive- 
ly to  vaccinated  children,  and  ex- 
hibited the  varicelloid  form.  For 
the  last  three  weeks  I  saw  but 
one  case  in  an  adult  subject,  and 
this  had  a  very  full  eruption.  The 
other  cases  were  very  light,  at- 
tended with  little  fever,  and  sel- 
dom required  any  medical  aid. 
They  were  but  of  a  few  days' 
duration,  and  might  with  proprie- 
ty be  denominated  from  their  ap- 
pearance, mild  chicken  pox. 
None  of  these  children  were  con- 
fined to  their  beds  a  single  day, 
and  most  of  them  would  have  been 
in  the  streets  if  the  disease  had 
not  been  contagious. 

The  sphere  of  the  variolous 
contagion  has  been  limited,  and  it 
has  been  rare  for  an  individual  to 
communicate  the  disease  to  an- 
other in  passing  from  an  infected 
house.  A  case  on  Round  Hill 
no  doubt  had  its  origin  in  this  way. 
The  patient  was  a  member  of  the 
school,  and  was  visited  durins  a 
slight  illness  by  a  physician  from 
an  infected  region.  In  somewhat 
less  than  a  fortnight  subsequent  to 
this,  he  was  attacked  with  the 
varioloid.  This  patient  had  not 
visited  the  village,  and  could  not 
have  contracted  the  disease  in  any 
other  way.  As  soon  as  the  cha- 
racter of  this  case  was  ascertain- 
ed, he  was  promntly  removed, 
and  not  a  single  case  arose  fiora 
this  source  in  the  midst  of  this 
dense  eEtablishraent,notwithstand- 


ing  many. were  unavoidably  ex- 
posed. At  the  poor  house  the 
disease  was  also  communicated 
through  the  medium  of  clothes, 
which  unfortunately  were  not  suf- 
ficiently cleansed.  They  were 
brought  from  a  hospital,  where 
some  of  the  subjects  of  this  dis- 
ease had  been  conveyed.  Two 
cases  here  occurred, — one  in  an 
unprotected  subject,  the  other  af- 
ter vaccination.  Nearly  every 
individual  of  the  town's  poor  was 
exposed  in  some  way  to  the  for- 
mer, as  there  was  no  suspicion  of 
the  disease,  nor  any  physician 
called  till  after  the  eruption  was 
very  full  ;  but  not  a  single  addi- 
tional case  among  this  numerous 
class  of  people  occurred, — a  fact 
which,  with  the  preceding,  speaks 
volumes  in  favor  of  vaccination. 

The  disease  appeared  to  be 
most  generally  communicated 
during  the  symptoms  of  the  erup- 
tive fever  in  the  act  of  respira- 
tion,— a  period  when  it  is  ex- 
tremely dilEcult  for  the  most  ex- 
perienced to  recognize  it,  the 
early  symptoms  being  common  to 
some  other  febrile  diseases.  On 
this  account  I  have  thought  less 
benefit  is  derived  from  removing 
patients  than  is  generally  suppos- 
ed. And  did  our  public  authori- 
ties* interdict  all  communication 
with  the  infected  houses,  and  turn 
their  attention  to  the  immediate 
and  general  introduction  of  vac- 
cination, the  best  and  only  sure 
safeguard  against  the  danger  of 
smallpox,  they  would  better  sub- 

*  The  legislature  have  made  provision 
for  the  general  diffusion  of  vaccinal  ion,  by 
making  it  the  duty  of  every  town  in  thi» 
commonwealth  to  elect  annually  a  com- 
mittee of  three  to  superintend  the  same  ; 
but,  in  most  of  our  towns,  the  law  is  net 
carried  info  execution  ;  and,  through  this 
unpardonable  neglect,  the  g^enuine  small- 
poi  it  pcPiiiitted  to  exist  kmong;  us. 
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serve  the  cause  of  the  communi- 
ty, and  sooner  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  disease.  After  vaccination 
became  universal  here  it  was 
pleasing  to  witness  its  effects,  and 
see  those  prejudices  against  it, 
which  hitherto  had  been  among 
many  insurmountable,  vanish;  and 
though  in  some  individuals  it  did  not 
afford  perfect  immunity  from  the 
smallpox,  yet  it  had  .such  an  in- 
fluence over  this  cruel  disease, 
as  to  disarm  it  of  its  terrors,  and 
to  convert  it  into  a  mild  and  harm- 
less complaint. 

Re-vaccination  has  been  car- 
ried to  a  considerable  extent  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  its  efficacy. 
As  a  test  of  the  genuineness  of 
the  previous  disease,  and  as  more 
thoroughly  infecting  the  system,  it 
has  been  without  doubt  advan- 
tageous. But  however  much  the 
system  has  been  saturated  with 
cow  pock,  the  modilied  smallpox 
has  occurred  afterwards.  Hence 
there  must  exist  in  some  individu- 
als after  re-vaccination  has  ceased 
to  have  any  effect,  a  peculiarity 
of  constitution,  that  predisposes  to 
this  disease  ;  and  it  is,  I  imagine, 
upon  this  principally,  and  in  part 
no  doubt  upon  want  of  perfection 
in  the  vaccine  disease,  tiiat  the 
numerous  failures  of  vaccination 
depend. 

Such  are  the  most  important 
facts  in  relation  to  the  origin  and 
course  of  this  epidemic.  Many 
cases  could  be  reported  as  they 
were  recorded  at  the  bedside  ; 
but  in  detail  they  would  be  unin- 
teresting, and  would  occupy  too 
great  a  portion  of  the  Journal's 
columns. 


From  the  London  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal. 
VACCINATION    IN    TURKEY. 

Sir, — I   hope  you  will  find  it 
convenient  to  insert   in  your  next 


Number  the  accompanying  inter- 
esting letter.  It  is  translated 
from  a  copy  in  French,  which  has 
been  transmitted  to  me  within 
these  few  days,  by  Dr.  De  Car- 
ito.  The  facts  which  it  discloses, 
whether  considered  morally,  me- 
dically, or  politically,  are  very 
curious.  He  intended  that  it 
should  appear  in  the  second  vol- 
ume of  my  Life  of  Jenner;  but  as 
some  time  must  elapse  before  it 
can  be  published,  I  think  it  wrong 
to  withhold  an  account  of  this  sig- 
nal triumph  of  vaccination  over 
national  and  religious  prejudices 
till  that  event  takes  place.  I 
therefore  transmit  Dr.  A.'s  letter 
for  your  Journal,  which,  during  a 
long  series  of  years,  has  evinced 
unwearied  zeal  and  diligence  in 
recording  every  important  cir- 
cumstance connected  with  the 
vaccine  discovery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
sir,  most  faithfully  yours, 

J.  Baron. 

Gloucester,  JVw.  2,  1827. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Auban, 
a  French  Physician.,  settled  at 
Constantinople  for  upicards  of 
thirty  years,  to  Dr.  De  Carro, 
formerly  of  Vienna,  noio  of 
Prague. 

If  during  so  long  a  time  I  have 
not  given  you  any  sign  of  my  being 
alive,  it  is  because  vaccination  in 
this  country  no  longer  offered  any 
thing  interesting  :  but  an  event, 
which  no  one  could  have  surmis- 
ed, and  which,  in  consequence, 
has  astonished  all  those  who  have 
been  made  acquainted  with  it, 
ought  to  be  transmitted  to  you- 

Before  announcing  it  to  you,  T 
should  remind  you  that  no  Christ- 
ian is  ever  permitted  even  to 
touch  any  prince  of  the  Ottoman 
race,  or  still  less  to  take  blood 
from  him  in  any  way,  or  on  any 
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account.  The  great  revolution  On  the  16th,  in  the  morning,  an 
that  has  been  effected  among  the  order  for  me  to  go  to  the  palace 
Mussulman  people  since  the  de-  with  one  of  the  physicians,  who 
struction  of  the  Janissaries  has  would  act  as  interpreter,  was 
changed  every  thing!  The  troops  transmitted  to  me.  About  nine 
placed  on  the  fooling  of  other  Eu-  o'clock  we  were  show-n  into  a 
ropean  soldiers, — the  musket  with  chamber  allotted  to  the  Echini 
its  bayonet, — the  military  music,  Bachi,  who  made  no  delay  in  coin- 
and  nothing  played  except  Eu-  ing.  He  caused  the  Kislar  Aga 
ropean  airs, — a  drum-major,  with  (the  chief  of  the  black  eunuchs) 
his  great  cane  in  his  hand, — the  to  be  sent  for,  and  immediately 
sappers  preceding  the  regiments,  we  three  were  introduced.  At 
— the  Grand  Seignior  himself  in  the  tirst  chamber  where  we  stop- 
general's  uniform,  ordering  cer-  ped,  we  found  a  young  sultan,  se- 
tain  manoeuvres, — all  these  are  ven  or  eight  months  old,  who  was 
the  prodigies  which  one  can  with  vaccinated  forthwith.  A  few 
dilTiculty  comprehend,  and  the  minutes  afterwards  his  elder  sis- 
whole  brought  about  in  a  very  ter,  about  a  year  and  a  half  old, 
sliort  time  indeed  by  one  individu-  appealed  ;  she  was  also  vaccinat- 
al,  but  he,  in  truth,  a  great  man  !  ed;  and  then  was  brought  in  a  still 

Vaccination  performed  the  16th  youna;er   princess,  who   was   sub-i 

of  May  on    three  Sultans,  or  Sul-  mitted  to  the  same  operation:  and, 

tanes,  (a  title  given  only  to  infants  all    this   took   place  without   the 

who    are    bora    on    the    imperial  smallest   difnculty   or  ceremony, 

throne,)  and  two  other  young  la-  In    two    other  apartments,    two 

dies   of  the   harem,    proves   how  young  ladies  were  also  vaccinated, 

much  every  thing  has  been  chang-  The  verilication  was  adjourned 

ed  amongst  this  people.  to   the  23d  of  the  same   month. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  one  of  the  The  Echim  Bachi,  being  sick,  did 

physicians  of  the  Sultan's  seraglio  tiot    come;    but   we   were   intro- 

begged  of  me  to  go  to    his  apart-  duced  notwithstanding,  and  all  the 

ments.      He  told   me  that  he  had  persons    vaccinated    were    found 

received    a    message    from    the  going  on   well,  with  a  most  beau- 

Echim    Bachi,   directing  him    to  tiful  (tres-lelle)  vaccii^e  pock, 

request  of  me  to  hold  myself  in  The   28th   of  the  same   month 

readiness  to  go  to  vaccinate  the  we  returned    to   the  palace,  and 

children  of  the  Sultan, — to   have  the  crusts  which  had    formed  left 

the  vaccine  matter    always  about  no   fear   about    the  maturation  of 

me,  and  not   to  remove   any   dis-  the  vesicles:  all  was  finished,  and 

tance  from  Pera.     I  remarked  to  complete.     The  Kislar  Aga    re- 

hini,  that   intrigues   vtonld  cause  mitted  nie  a  very   handsome  pre- 

some    other   person  to   be  chosen  sent   on   the  part  of  his   highness, 

to   perform   that  operation.     He  adding,    "  I    have    received    this 

replied  to  me,    "There   are  no  from  the  hand  of  the  Grand  Seign- 

longer    any    intrigues     that    can  ior,  to  be  given  into    yours.     He 

cause    the    order    of  the    Sultan  has   sent   it  to  you    also  to  testify 

himself  to   be   altered,  who  has  his  satisfaction   with  you.     That 

pointed    out   you    on    account '  of  which  you   received   the  first  day 

your   age,  your  nation,   and  your  was  sent  to  you  on  the  part  of  the 

name."  mother  of  the  two  young  princes. 
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We  will  no\r  go  home,  to  return 
no  more  to  this  place  until  some 
new  prince  be  born." 

You  have  here,  as  I  think,  a 
piece  of  news  which  ought  to  be 
transmitted  to  you.  If  you  wish 
for  farther  details,  let  me  know, 
and  I  shall  consider  it  a  duty  to 
satisfy  you.  All  this  was  done 
without  the  least  mystery. 


pregnation.     The  following  table 
will  show   the   elfect  of  the  first 


III. 

SELECTIONS     FIIOM      FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Circumstances  which  InJJuence  Sex 
in  the  Reproduction  of  Animals. 

M.  Garou  de  Buzareingues 
published,  in  1825,  some  experi- 
ments relative  to  the  reproduction 
of  various  domestic  animals,  more 
particularly  of  sheep.  In  a  late 
number  of  Majendie's  Journal,  he 
has  resumed  this  subject,  and  has 
related  the  result  of  some  experi- 
ments made  u  ilh  two  separate 
flocks  of  sheep.  In  addition  to 
these,  there  are  many  observa- 
tions on  the  same  subject  applied 
to  mares  and  cows  ;  but  the  most 
important  relate  to  sheep. 

A  flock  of  sheep  was  divided 
into  two  equal  portions,  and  a 
smaller  or  greater  number  of 
fnale  or  fcwnale  lamlis  were  to  be 
produced,  at  the  will  of  the  pro- 
prietor, in  each  of  these.  The 
plan  adopted  in  order  to  insure 
Ibis  result,  was  to  employ  very 
young  rams  in  that  division  of  the 
flock  from  which  it  was  desired 
to  obtain  females  ;  and  strong  and 
vigorous  rams,  of  four  or  five 
years  of  age,  in  that  from  which 
males  were  to  be  procured.  The 
first  division  was  also  recommend- 
ed to  have  a  more  abundant  sup- 
ply of  food,  and  more  repose  than 
usual,    during   the    period    of  im- 


experiment  : 

Sear  of  the  J 

Lamb 

»4f  e  of  the  Mothers. 

M. 

F. 

2  years     .     .     . 

.     14 

26 

3  years 

.    16 

29 

4  years 

.      5 

n 

5  years  and  upwards  18 

Total     ....       53 
At  another  farm  : 

2  years     ....      7 

3  years     .     .     .     .15 

4  years     ....    33 

5  years  and  upwards  25 


Total 


80 


84 


S 

14 
14 

24 

55 


Another  experiment  is  thus  re- 
lated:— A  flock  of  106  sheep  was 
divided  into  two  sectious  of  forty- 
two  each,  one  containing  the 
strongest  ewes,  of  four  and  five 
years  of  age  ;  the  second,  consist- 
ing of  the  weakest,  either  less 
than  four  or  more  than  five  years 
old:  the  first  section  was  intended 
to  produce  a  greater  number  of 
females  than  the  second  ;  and  af- 
ter having  been  marked,  and 
placed  in  a  good  pasturage,  four 
rams,  of  about  ten  months  old, 
were  turned  into  them.  The 
other  section  received  two  strong 
rams,  each  aged  more  than  three 
years.  The  remainder  of  the 
flock,  making  «p  the  number  of 
106,  belonged  to  the  shepherds  ; 
they  are  generally  stronger  and 
better  nourished  than  the  rest, 
and  these,  forming  a  third  section, 
were  placed  under  circumstances 
similar  to  the  second. 

The  result  of  the  lambing  was 

thus  : 

M.       F. 

First  section  .  .  .  15  25 
Sp«'i>nd  section  .  .  26  14 
Third  section     ...      10     12 
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Thpre   were   four    double  mares   of  a   remarkably  vigorous 

birtlis;   two  of  which,  in    M.  F.  appetite    always   bring   forth   fe- 

the  first  section,  produced           4  males;  whilst' those  of  delicate 

The  two  oihers,  belongin^r  health     as     constantly      produce 

to  the  second  and  third  ^^,^3      rpj^^  ^^^^^  remarks  apply 

sections,  produced     ..31  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^^ 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that    the  ,,   ,    ,     ^,   .     .             „ 

lambs  proceeding  from  the  section  -^^f^'^^^  of  bringing  on  Premature 

in    which   the  young  rams   were  ^""^"''^    «"^    preventing   future 

employed,  were  in  all  respects  as  rrcgnancy. 

fine  as  those  begotten  by  the  old-  The  next  operation  to  which  we 

er  and  stronger  rams.  would    call   the  attention   of  our 

In  connexion  with  this  part  of  profession,  is  one  which  Dr.  Blun- 
the  subject,  we  find,  in  another  dell,  the  lecturer  on  midwifery  at 
part  of  the  communication,  a  re-  Guy's  Hospital,  is  represented  as 
mark  of  some  importance.  In  recommending  to  his  class.  It 
1825,  twenty  ewes,  which  had  is but  our  readers  will  not  be- 
not  borne  for  two  years,  received  lieve  it  unless  we  give  bis  own 
the  rams  clandestinely  in  the  be-  words,  which  we  shall  do  as  they 
ginning  of  the  winter  ;  they  were  are  reported  in  the  Lancet, 
almost  all  of  them  remarkably  Speaking  of  those  cases  in  which 
fat  ;  they  produced  sixteen  fe-  the  pelvis  is  so  narrow  that  at  the 
males  and  four  males.  Among  full  time  it  is  impossible  to  ex- 
the  number  of  these  ewes  were  tract  the  child,  excepting  by  the 
two  old  ones,  which  had  been  put  Caesarian  operation,  the  Doctor 
up  to  fatten  in  1824,  but  could  says — "  Suppose  a  woman  has  a 
not  be  sold  because  they  were  not  high  contraction,  (an  excessively 
in  sufficiently  good  condition  ;  contracted  pelvis  .'')  and  is  in  the 
these  gave  one  male  and  one  fe-  early  months  of  gestation  ;  I  will 
male.  suppose    that   she    may  not  have 

M.  Garou  next  carries  his  in-  gone  above  one  or  ■"two  months  : 
quiries  to  the  reproductive  power  now  in  this  case,  of  course,  it 
in  the  mare  and  cow.  Respect-  would,  if  practicable,  be  desira- 
ing  the  first  of  these  he  observes,  b!e  to  introduce  z.n  instrument  in- 
that,  wishing  to  obtain  more  fe-  to  the  uterine  cavity,  so  as  to  dis- 
male  than  male  colts,  he  fed  his  charge  the  liquor  amnii,  and  in 
brood  mares  on  fresh  food  ;  that  that  way  bring  on  premature  de- 
he  chose  for  propagation  only  «uch  livery  ;  but  very  probably  you 
as  had  not  been  foaled  or  even  might  not  be  able  to  enter  the 
nourished  by  the  mother  the  pre-  uterus  :  way,  yon  might  not  be  dex- 
ceding  year  ;  and  he  did  not  give  terons  or  fortunate  enough  even  to 
them  the  stallion  until  they  gave  feel  the  os  uteri.  Under  these  cir- 
evident  signs  of  being  in  heat.  Five  cnmstances,  another  operation, 
mares,  so  chosen,  produced  five  and  an  operation  which  /  uould 
female  colts  ;  and,  by  following  strongly  recommend  to  your  atten- 
the  same  method,  otit  of  thirteen  tion,  might  be  attempted.  Make 
colts  foaled  that  year,  eleven  an  opening  a  little  above  the  sym- 
were  females;  and  one  of  the  two  physis  pubis,  in  or  near  the  linea 
males  was  the  product  of  an  old  alba,  carefully  avoiding  the  blad- 
mare.      He   remarks,    tiiat   some  der:  at  thi?  opening  introduce  one 
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of  your  fingers,  say  the  forefinger  not  to  find  the  natural  orifice  of 
of  your  left  hand,  so  as  to  get  a  the  uterus  !  Making  full  allow- 
bearing  (?)  on  the  uterus.  This  ance  for  the  difficulty  of  feeling 
accomplished,  take  some  slender-  the  os  uteri  in  the  first  month  or 
pointed  instrument  and  pretty  stiti',  two  of  pregnancy,  and  supposing 
and,  by  a  sort  of  acu|)uncture,  this  difficulty  to  be  increased  by 
cany  this  instrument  through  the  the  excessive  deformity  of  the 
body  of  the  uterus  into  its  cavity,  pelvis,  surely  it  wonid  be  belter 
and,  0,1  entering  the  uterine  cavi-  to  take  a  lesson  from  our  conti- 
ty,  move  the  wire  cautiously,  yet  nental  brethren,  and  dilate  the 
etfectually,  in  diflferent  directions,  vagina  by  a  tin  speculum,  and 
so  as  to  Ijreak  the  ovum  all  to  light  it  up  by  a  candle  to  help  us 
pieces,  aiul  j)ut  an  effectual  stop  in  our  search.  Any  plan  to  avoid 
to  the  generative  piocess.  The  such — let  us  use  the  doctor's  own 
ovum  destroyed,  draw  up  the  fal-  words — such  "  a  ferocious,  atro- 
lopian  tube,  which  is  easily  done,  cious"  operation, 
first  on  the  one  side,  and  then  on  r,  ,  r  ,  ^  ■  r  r, 
the  other,  cutting  out  a  portion  of  ^^"^^^  >"^  ^^'  ^^'""S  of  Bees. 
it  so  as  to  render  it  impervious,  M.  Bertrand,  thirty-four  years 
by  which  the  woman  would  forev-  of  age,  and  of  a  good  constitution, 
er  afterwards  become  sterile,  was  attacked  by  a  number  of 
By  this  operation,  successfully  bees  :  they  fixed  upon  his  breast 
performed,  you  would  at  once  se-  and  face,  causing  considerable 
xure  the  woman  against  the  Cge-  pain.  He  ran  from  the  spot,  but 
sarian  incision,  and  preclude  the  the  bees  pursued  him,  and  con- 
.risk  of  her  ever  being  pregnant  tinned  to  sting  him.  They  were 
again.  In  performing  the  opera-  soon  driven  otf,  but  he  declared 
tion,  I  should  be  very  careful  to  that  he  felt  himself  dying,  and  fell 
-break  up  the  ovum  thoroughly,  down  almost  imuiediately.  He 
even  if  I  labored  fifleen  or  twenty  was  found  by  the  surgeon  stretch- 
minutes."  cd  upon  a  mattress,  pale,  and 
Thus,  uidess  the  reporter  has  breathing  feebly  and  interrupted- 
made  some  iriistake  in  his  account  ly.  His  pulse  was  scarcely  per- 
of  the  lecture,  which  we  some-  ceptible,  and  the  surface  of  the 
times  suspect,  an  operation  is  re-  body  v.'as  cold.  Under  the  ex- 
commended  to  an  ordinary  practi-  traordinary  idea  that  this  state 
tioner  of  midwifery,  niiich  few  arose  from  impending  sutfocntion, 
hospital  surgeons  would  venture  and  that  a  bee  might  have  enter- 
to  perform, — namely,  to  make  an  ed  the  trachea,  the  operation  of 
incision  into  the  abdomen  ;  to  tracheotomy  was  immediately 
thrust  a  pointed  instrument  performed  ;  but  the  unfortunate 
through  the  uterus  into  its  cavity;  gentleman  died  almost  instantly, 
to  move  it  about,  and  thereby  de-  and  not  more  than  ten  minutes  af- 
stroy  the  texture  and  life  of  the  ter  the  receipt  of  the  injury.  No 
ovum  ;    to  draw  out  the  fallopian  examinationof  the  body  was  made. 

tube  and   cut  off  a  portion  of  it,  ^         ^  n-      7  t>  7     • 

,    ,1                       ,1         .1         •     4u^  Case  0/  J^iusal  r'oh/pt. 

and  then   serve  the  other   in  the  -^                   -'^ 

same  way  ; — and  this  operation  is  jyr  Primus,  of  F^nliouhausen,  as- 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  man  who  is  sens  that  the  suffronized  tincture  of 
supposed  to  be   such  a  bungler  as  opium   (of  the  Prussian    Pbarmaco- 
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pceia)  possesses  the  property  of  gra- 
dually destroying  nasal  polypi,  when 
applied  to  them.  Certain  cases, 
which  have  been  thus  effected,  have 
already  been  published,  and  a  striking 
case  occurred  in  January,  1826.  A 
man,  forty-six  years  old,  had  one  in 
■each  nostril.  The  tincture  was  ap- 
plied several  times  a  day  to  the  bases 
of  the  polypi,  by  means  of  a  small 
hair-brush  or  lint  roll.  In  eight  days 
the  tumors  hud  assumed  a  paler  ap- 
pearance, and  lost  a  littie  in  volume; 
a  serous  secretion  from  the  nose, 
which  had  existed  for  a  long  time, 
was  diminished,  and  the  pituitary 
membrane  had  acquired  a  more  live- 
ly tint,  as  if  in  a  sub-inflammatory 
state.  The  application  was  continu- 
ed, the  tumors  continued  to  decrease, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  had 
entirely  disappeared. 

Dysentery  of  Madeira. 

On  thissubject  Dr.  Ronton  haS  pub- 
lished a  paper  in  the  2d  vol,  of  the  Ed- 
inburgh Medico-Chirurgical  Trans- 
actions, Our  notice  of  it  shall  be 
short,  as  it  relates  merely  to  the 
treatment — a  subject  about  which 
medical  practitioners  are  now  less 
divided  than  on  most  other  subjects. 
The  disease  appears  to  be  very  fre- 
quent and  very  fatal  in  Madeira,  es- 
pecially in  the  summer  and  autumn, 
when  it  spares  noiiher  age,  sex,  nor 
station  in  society.  If  taken  early 
the  disease  is  manageable  ;  but  if 
neglected,  even  for  a  day  or  two,  it 
frequently  baffles  medical  skill.  Dis- 
section is  rariily  permitted — but  when 
ol)Uiiiied,  ulceration  of  tiie  mucous 
membrane,  genorally  of  the  colon,  is 
almost  invariably  found.  In  respect 
to  the  treatment.  Dr.  R.  observes, 
from  some  ypars'  experience,  "  that 
in  this  most  formidable  and  destruc- 
tive endemic,  mercury  given  boldly 
and  perseveringfly  till  the  mouth  be- 
comi^s  decidedly  affected,  is  the  rem- 
edy chiefly  entitled  to  confidence. 
So  ihoroughly  has  repealed  observa- 
tion convinced  me  of  the  compara- 
tive insignificance  of  other  modes  of 


treatment,  and  of  the  efficacy  of  this, 
as  well  as  of  the  freedom  from  ill 
consequences,  immediate  or  remote, 
attending  its  emjiloyment,  that,  aware 
of  the  danger  of  trifling  with  the  dis- 
ease at  its  commencement,  1  should 
consider  myself  guilty  of  playing 
with  the  life  of  a  fellow  creature,  in 
hesitating  to  use  it  even  in  cases 
where  there  is  merely  a  threatening 
of  the  disease."  "  The  whole  se- 
cret seems  to  consist  in  beginning 
early,  and  in  pursuing  steadily,  the 
object  we  have  in  view,  before  the 
continuance  of  the  disease  has  pro- 
duced any  organic  lesion,  or  that  de- 
gree of  constitutional  disturbrince 
which  is  found  in  all  cases  effectually 
to  resist  the  action  of  mercury." 
"Out  of  the  many  hundreds  of  cases 
vv'hich  I  have  seen  and  treated,  I  am 
not  aware  of  a  single  instance  in 
which  I  have  been  foiled  in  my  en- 
deavors to  produce  salivation,  when 
the  patient  has  applied  for  relief  at 
the  very  onset  of  the  disease,  and 
has  attended  to  the  directions  given 
him,"  Calomel  with  more  or  less 
opium  is  the  most  convenient  form, 
giving  it  every  three  or  four  hours 
until  the  gums  become  sore.  This 
happens  in  24,  36,  or  48  hours, 
"  when,  instead  of  the  small  and 
bloody  stools,  and  torturing  tenes- 
mus,— frequent  and  copious  evacua- 
tions, of  a  iiighly  morbid  character, 
take  |)lace,  with  a  most  gratifying 
change  in  tiie  state  and  appearance 
of  tliR  patient."  The  motions  next 
become  less  frequent,  and  gradually 
impiove  in  quality,  Thore  is  some 
return  of  appetite  and  slee|),  and  re- 
covery generally  follows,  without  any 
other  remedy.  Every  case  in  which 
our  author  employed  venesectioa 
terminated  fatally. 

New  Alkali  in  Hemlock. 

Professor  Ficinis,  of  Dresden,  has 
discovered  a  new  alkali  in  the  iEthu- 
sa  Cinapium  (Linn.)  to  which  he  has 
given  the  name  of  Cynopia.  It  is 
crysfallizable,  and  soluble  in  water 
and  alcohol,  but  not  in  ether. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  8,  1S28. 

MASSACHUSETTS     MEDICAL     SO- 
CIETY. 

We  puhlisli  the  following  official 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Counsellors  of  this  Society,  in  order 
to  give  as  wide  a  circulalion  as  pos- 
sible to  their  doinjrs  on  the  important 
subject  to  which  they  relate. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Counsellors 
of  the  Massachusetts  JMedical  So- 
ciety, in  October,  1S27,  «  Commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  of  Medical  Delegates 
held  at  Norliiamplon  in  June,  1827, 
and  to  report  thereon. 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
sellors in  Feb.  1828,  this  Committee 
reported,  in  part,  and  had  leave  to 
sit  again  ;  and  an  adjourned  meeting 
was  held  fourteen  days  subsequent, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  tl»eir  re- 
port. 

This  report  having  been  made, 
discussed  and  amended,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  distributed  by  the 
corresponding  .Secretary,  to  each  of 
the  Fellows  of  tlie  Massachusetts 
IMedical  Society. 

Report. — The  Committee  of  the 
Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  proceedings  of  the  M(;(lical 
(convention,  hold  at  Northampton,  in 
June,  1827,  beg  leave  to  report  re- 
spectfully. 

That,  consklnring  this  to  be  a  sub- 
ject involving  the  highest  interests  of 
Medical  Science  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  they  have  given  it  the  most 
serious  attention. 

That  they  have  taken  into  view, 
the  principles  on  which  a  Medical 
ILducation  has  been,  atid  oug'it  to  be 
conducted  in  this  country  ;  the  pro- 
positions made  to  the  society,  vvliich 
originated  the  f!onvention  ;  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention  itself, 


as  comn)unicated  to  the  Counsellors 
by  the  Central  Committee  of  that 
Convention. 

The  jrreat  principles  by  which  a 
Medical  Educatit)n  should  be  regu- 
lated, it  appears  to  your  Committee, 
are  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Art,  and  a  uniform  standard 
by  which  this  knowledge  is  to  be 
tested.  The  Massacliusetis  Medical 
Society  and  other  similar  Societies 
were  instituted,  they  apprehend,  by 
the  Legislature,  to  decide  what  de- 
gree of  knowledge  should  be  requir- 
ed, and  how  this  knowledge  should 
be  tested.  The  test  must  from  its 
nature  be  the  same,  throughout  the 
same  Society  or  district  of  Country. 

The  original  propositions  on  which 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
were  founded,  came  to  this  Society 
fiom  the  Vermont  Medical  Society, 
accompanied  and  modified  by  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Medical  S!>ciety  of 
New  Hampshire.  Thus  presented  to 
them,  these  propositions  appeared  to 
exhibit  three  prominent  principles, 
viz.^ — The  adoption  of  a  uniform 
standard  of  Medical  Education.  The 
raising  of  that  standard,  by  requiring 
two  courses  of  lectures.  The  pro- 
longation of  the  term  of  study,  from 
three  to  four  years,  for  those  who 
have  not  received  a  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  North- 
ampton Convention,  the  first  and  se- 
cond of  these  principles  do  not  ap- 
pear, as  originally  presented  and 
adopted  by  the  Counsellors — the 
third  has  been  adopted. 

In  the  measures  takeu  by  tha 
C(>unsellors  of  this  Society,  they  ap- 
pear to  have  been  influenced  by  the 
first  and  second,  as  well  as  by  the 
third  of  these  considerations;  and  to 
have  believed  them  to  be  essential 
parts  of  the  same  system.  From 
these  views  of  the  subject,  the  com- 
mittee would  think  it  proper  to  pro- 
pose the  following  amendments  in 
the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Coa- 
venlion  : 

That  a  proviso   be  added  to  the 
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third  regulation — "  That  this  regula- 
tion shall  not  be  held  to  repeal,  nor 
interfere  with  the  regulations  of  :iny 
institution  or  Society,  reqiiirin;^  addi- 
tional qualifications  beyond  what  are 
required,  by  this  rule,  for  the  physi- 
cian with  whom  the  candidate  for  a 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  or  for 
license,  shall  have  studied." 

To  strike  out  the  5th  and  6th  Re- 
gulations and  insert  the  following  : 

V.  "  Every  candidate  for  license 
to  practise  Medicine  aud  Surgery, 
and  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Me- 
dicine, shall  have  attended,  during 
the  period  of  his  professional  pupil- 
age. Two  Courses  of  Lectures,  at 
some  incorporated  Institution  : — 
Namely — On  Anatomy  ;  Surgery  ; 
Theory  of  Physic,  and  general  Phy- 
siology ;  Practice  of  Physic;  JMateria 
Medica  ;  Chemistry  ;  Midwifery.  He 
shall,  on  examination,  give  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  his  attainments  in 
each  of  the  subjects  above  specified, 
before  an  authorized  Board  of  Exa- 
miners, and  shall,  before  the  same 
Board,  read  and  defend  a  disserta- 
tion on  some  medical  subject. 

"  It  is  also  recommended  as  indis- 
pensable for  a  practitioner  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  to  prosecute  Dis- 
sections," 

The  Committee  are  unable  to  sa- 
tisfy themselves  with  any  proposed 
division  of  the  branches  of  Lectures  ; 
and  think  this  must  be  left  to  be  ar- 
ranged bv  individual  institutions. 
Nor  have  they  been  able  to  fix  a  de- 
terminate number  of  Lectures,  as 
proper  to  constitute  a  complete 
course  ;  but  they  are  of  opinion  that 
the  number  should  be  such  as  to  af- 
ford a  complete  set  of  demonstra- 
tions, in  all  the  demonstrative  branch- 
es ;  namol}' :  Anatomy,  Operative 
Surgery,  Chemistry,  ]Midwifery;  and 
that,  in  the  non-demon<trative  branch- 
es, they  should  be  as  complete  as 
circumstances  permit. 

In  Article  10,  page  10,  4th  line, 
after  the  word  "  and,"  they  recom- 
mend to  insert  the  ff)llowing : — 
"  Provided,  that  such  tribunal  should 
see  no  cause  to   doubt   that  such  ap- 


plicant has   complied    with  the  rules 
of  this  Association,  and  then" — 
By  order  of  the  Counsellors. 

John  Dixwell,  Corresponding 
Secretary. 


NOTICE   TO   CORRESPONDEMTS. 

The  Editors  have  received  a  com- 
munication from  Dr.  Smith,  contain- 
ing an  account  of  Smallpox  in  Boston 
and  its  vicinity,  which  will  be  insert- 
ed in  the  next  number,  or  the  next 
but  one. 

They  have  also  received  commu- 
nications relating  to  the  appearance 
of  the  Smallpox  in  Hanson. 

They  would  remark  to  Corres- 
pondents in  explanation  of  the  delay 
which  may  appear  to  arise  in  notic- 
ing the  receipt  of  their  communica- 
tions, that  each  number  is  put  to 
press  more  than  a  week  before  the 
day  on  which  it  is  issued,  in  order 
that  distant  subscribers  may  receive 
it  in  season.  Of  course  communica- 
tions cannot  be  noticed  without  a  de- 
lay of  one  or  two  weeks  from  the 
time  at  which  they  are  sent. 

" ■■  —  -«; 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OF     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  March  29,  at  noon. 
March  2Q.  EUery  Channing  Daniell,  17  yrs. 
Sarah  E.  B.  French,  6  rao. 

Elizabeth  P.  Titcomb,       2.3  yrs. 

22.  Capt.  .Toshua  Nash,  51 
Eloise  P.  Motley,  17  mo. 
John  G.  Fellows,  51  yrs. 
Harriet  Rand,                     17  rao. 
Mary  Morse,                      56  yrs. 

23.  Alfred  Butler,  90 
Rufus  Eaton,  jun.  7  w. 

26.  Mary  Vickers,  19  yrs. 
Elizabeth  Bonynge,  88 

27.  John  Daniels, 

28.  Francis  McEnally,  6  days. 
Thomas  Frothingham,  60  yrs. 
Lucy  Tarbell,  28 
Lemuel  A.  Porter,  19  mo. 
Abigail  Coffin,  77  yrs. 

29.  Brian  Flaherty,  28 
Diseases.     Apoplexy,  1 — Bilious  colic,  1 — 

Consumption,  3 — Croup,  1 — Infantile,  2 — 
Lung  fever,  2— Mortification,  1— Old  age,  2  — 
Typhus  fever,  1 — Unknown.  5.  Males,  9 — 
Females,  10.     Total,  19. 
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LAWRENCE^S  LECTURES. 

JUST  Dublishod,  atH  for  sale  bv  FOOTE 
&  BROWN,  Salem,  <■'  Lectures  on 
Physiology,  Zoology,  and  the  -Natural 
History  of  Man,  delivered  at  the  Koyal 
College  of  Surgeons,  l-oudon,  b}'  W.  La^v- 
REXCE,  PMl.S.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Surgery  in  the  College,  Assistant  Surgeon 
to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Surgeon 
to  Bridewell  and  Bethlem  Hospitals,  and 
to  the  London  Infinaary  for  Diseases  of 
the   Eye." 

A  VVork  on  the  Natural  History  of  our 
species,  which  should  comprise  all  the 
important  facts,  within  a  moderate  com- 
pass, has  long  been  a  desideratum  with 
the  junior  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion. This  work  Mr.  Lawrence  has  hap- 
pily achieved.  'J'here  were  already  eru- 
dite and  able  treatises  on  this  subject, 
but  from  their  great  bulk  and  cost,  as 
■well  as  the  circumstance  that  they  are 
all  written  in  foreign  languages,  they  are 
inaccessible  to  a  vast  majority  of  students. 
Mr.  Lawrence,  recognized  by  his  country- 
men as  standing  high  in  the  tirst  rank  of 
his  profession,  and  more  advantageously 
known  as  a  comparative  anatoir.ist,  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  than  other  English 
writers  of  the  present  day,  has  applied  his 
learning  and  talents  to  supply  this'defect. 
Being  in  a  great  measure  free  from  the  in- 
sular prejudices,  which  so  commonly  in- 
fect his  countrymen,  he  has  given  every 
question  which  occurs  an  impartial  and 
philosophical  consideration— he  has  drawn 
together  from  every  source  all  the  various 
information  wliich  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  subject,  and  arranged  the 
whole  syste'Tiatically,  yet  without  being 
enslaved  to  a  svstem. 

To  the  medical  student  this  work  will 
be  invaluable,  being  the  only  text  book  in 
the  Engliih  language  upon  a  portion  of 
his  studies  where  a  good  text  book  is  in- 
dispensable. To  the  genen'.l  scholar  it 
•will  open  this  most  interesting  of  all 
branches  of  Natural  History — the  knowl- 
edge of  his  own  person,  and  the  habits  of 
his  race.  To  the  American  it  will  be 
doubly  dear,  from  the  free  spirit  it  every 
^vht■re  breathes,  and  the  admiration  so 
boldly  and  unequivocally  avowed  of  our 
republican  inslitution.s. 

Sultm^Jan.  11,  Uf'iS. 


WEBSTER'S  CHEMISTRY. 

RICHARDSON  &  LORD  have  in  (he 
press  a  second  edition  of  Webster's 
Manual  of  Chemistry,  with  additions  and 
improvements. 

Also — Chemical  Manipulation,  being 
instructions  to  students  in  t.heraistry  on 
the  methods  of  performing  experiments,  of 
demonstration  or  of  research,  with  accu- 
racy and  success.  By  MicnAEi.  Fara- 
day, F.R.S.  &.C.,  Director  of  the  Labora- 
tory of  the  Royal  lustiiution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, &c.  Sec.  \Mth  additions  by  JoHjr 
\V.  Webster,  M.D.  Krving  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Harvard  University. 

The  following  character  of  the  latter 
work  is  from  the  Philosophical  Magazine 
and  Annals  of  Philosophy  for  July.  "  After 
a  very  careful  perusal  of  the  work,  we 
strenuously  recommend  it,  as  containing 
the  most  complete  and  excellent  instruc- 
tions for  conducting  chemical  experi- 
ments. There  are  few  persons,  however 
great  their  experience,  who  may  not  gain 
information  in  many  important  particu- 
lars ;  and  for  ourselves,  we  beg  most  un- 
equivocally to  acknowledge  that  we  have 
acquired  many  useful  and  important  hints, 
on  subjects  even  of  every  day  occur- 
rence." 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  C;UTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  poor  who  .are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  any  description,  mediccil 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

SULPHUR  BATH— Dr.  R.  has,  at 
his  house,  a  private  Sulphur  Bath  on  an 
improved  plan,  which  he  will  administer 
in  cases  of  Rheumatism,  and  affections  of 
the  skin  which  require  it. 

Head  of  Franklin  Place,  Boston. 

eop6t 

NATHAN  JARVIS 

HAS  purchased  the  stock  of  Drug's 
and  Medicines,  and  taken  the  store 
lately  kept  _  by  Mr.  Henry  White,  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  No.  188,  Washington 
Street,  and  lie  hopes  by  constant  personal 
attention  at  all  hours  to  receive  the  pat- 
ron.Tge  which  has  formerly  beeu  given  to 
this  establishment.  6t. 

^oril  8. 
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|iaid  in  advance,   three  dollars  and  a    half    if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollar*  if '""'J 
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No.  9. 


A  History  of  the  Smallpox  and  Va- 
rioloid, in  Boston  and  its  Vici- 
nity. 

By  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  INI.D.  Health 
Physician  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Since  the  close  of  the  year  1826, 
about  fifty  cases  of  smallpox  have 
occurred  in  Boston  and  the  adja- 
cent towns,  which  have  in  every 
instance  been  traced  to  New- 
York,  Philadelphia,  Halifax,  or 
foreign  parts.  As  the  disease  be- 
gan to  excite  considerable  atten- 
tion, at  that  time,  in  neighboring 
cities,  the  health  officers  of  this 
city  were  required  to  be  vigilant, 
in  brder  to  remove  the  patients, 
as  soon  as  the  character  of  the  dis- 
ease was  ascertained,  should  any 
cas^s  occur.  The  selectmen  of 
Charlestown,  Brookline,  Dorches- 
ter, Roxbury,  &c,  availing  them- 
selves of  the  permission  given  them 
♦o  place  all  who  might  have  the 
isease,  in  their  respective  towns, 
■n  the  Hospital  on  Rainsford  Isl- 
1,  in  the  outer  harbor,  concen- 
>  ted  all  the  cases  which  have 
9 


occurred  for  the  last  two  years, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  to  this  one 
spot.  This  Island  being  also  the 
Quarantine  station,  at  which  ves- 
sels, at  all  seasons,  are  obliged  to 
call,  for  examination,  if  any  indi- 
vidual on  board  is  confined  by 
sickness,  has  contributed,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  in  augment- 
ing the  catalogue. 

Of  this  number,  about  thirty 
have  had  the  genuine  smallpox, 
and  twenty  the  modified — or  va- 
rioloid. Eight  of  the  first  class 
underwent  a  series  of  sufferings, — 
but  four  only,  of  the  whole,  have 
died,  since  1S26, — and  those  of 
variola  confluens.  Besides  the 
fifty,  regularly  entered  on  the 
Hospital  records,  ihere  have  been 
many  others,  from  time  to  time, 
detained  on  account  of  eruptions 
of  a  doubtful  character,  who  had 
been  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
smallpox,  at  sea,  and  on  land;  and 
others  have  been  re-vaccinated, 
&c.  and  then  discharged,  without 
having  any  particular  indisposition. 

On  the  18th  of  September, 
1826,  a  ship  eaoie   into  Quaian- 
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tine,  from  St.  Salvador,  after  a  they  were  indulged  with  as  much 
tedious  passage  of  tifty-eight  days,  water  as  they  would  drink.  The 
with  six  sailors,  who  had  so  far  master  was  now  watching  the  suc- 
recovered  from  the  smallpox  as  cess  of  his  prescriptions,  from  day 
to  be  ahle  to  render  some  assist-  to  day,  feeling  himself  most  per- 
ance  in  working  the  vessel.  Two  fectly  secure,  as  he  had  been  vac- 
men,  one  a  cabin  passenger,  died  cinated  five  or  six  years  before, 
on  the  passage,  in  a  shocking  con-  when  he  became  alarmed  by  the 
dition,  from  the  account  given  of  same  train  of  general  symptoms 
them.  They  were  represented  which  had  characterized  the  ly- 
to  have  been  blind  for  six  or  eight  ing-to  of  his  sailors.  Such  was 
days,  and  their  bodies,  from  a  his  anxiety,  notwithstanding  the 
fiery  redness,  became  black, —  pain  in  his  back  and  head,  thirst, 
and  so  sore  that  the  motion  of  the  &c.  that  he  kept  his  birth  but  one 
ship,  while  in  their  hammocks,  day,  although  an  eruption  came 
gave  them  the  greatest  misery,  out  on  his  face,  limbs  and  back, 
None  of  the  crew,  at  this  time,  "Jusf  like  the  smallpox.''^  Four 
suspecting  the  disease  to  be  small-  others  had  been  vaccinated  and 
pox,  as  there  were  no  pustules,  suffered  slightly  from  headache, 
and  being  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  a  very  sUghi '■'■  pimpling'"  on 
avoided  the  poor  creatures  as  the  sides  of  their  noses,  foreheads, 
much  as  possible.  They  both,  &,c.  All  the  others  had  had  the 
after  a  time,  appeared  better,  smallpox  in  early  life.  They 
and  one  of  them  went  on  deck,  were  all  well  but  the  six  sailors, 
near  the  windlass,  where  he  sud-  when  they  came  into  port, — and 
denly  died.  The  other  was  miss-  the  foregoing  relation  is  the  sub- 
ed,  soon  after,  from  his  place,  in  stance  of  their  narrative. 
the  forecastle,  and  found  dead,  Five  of  these  sailors  were  corn- 
between  some  barrels.  Very  pletely  studded  with  large,  but 
soon,  others  wore  taken  with  vio-  distinct  pustules,  and  on  the  sixth, 
lent  pains  in  the  head  and  back,  the  skin,  in  large  pustules,  was 
and  subsequently  exhibited  the  beginning  to  be  thrown  off. 
distinct  smallpox.  They  no  long-  Till  now,  I  had  never  -had  an 
er  had  doubts  of  the  precise  cha-  opportunity  of  examining  a  solitary 
racter  of  the  dreadful  disease,  and  case,  and  as  I  had  been  vaccinat- 
made  every  preparation  possible,  ed  twenty-five  years,  or  there- 
to nurse  those  who  might  be  taken  about,  before,  conceived  myself 
with  it.  Six,  of  a  crew  of  eighteen  perfectly  guarded,  and  therefore 
remaining  before  the  mast,  were  examined  minutely  the  patients, 
soon  on  the  sick  list,  and  one  of  the  pustules,  the  dry  scales,  the 
them  had  the  conHuent  variola,  matter,  &c.  and  this,  too,  as  will 
This  case  was  precisely  like  the  appear  in  the  sequel,  with  impu- 
first,  and  this  observation  led  to  a  nity.  In  the  following  October 
course  of  treatment  which  proba-  a  young  gentleman  from  Nevv- 
bly  saved  the  man.  Each  man,  York,  by  the  name  of  Matchett, 
by  the  master's  special  order,  was  taken  sick  at  his  father's  in 
took  a  small  dose  of  sulphate  of  Brighton,  with,  it  vvas  said,  the 
soda,  daily,  and  was  fed,  sparing-  smallpox.  Of  the  precise  cha- 
ly,  on  boiled  tapioca.  Perceiving  racter  of  the  malady,  I  am  igno- 
they  bad,  at  times,  a  high  fever,  rant.     A  maid  servant  of  the  fa- 
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mily  was  sent  to  the  Island,  for 
security.  The  vaccine  process 
was  successful,  and  she  was  soon 
discharged.  How  much  she  had 
been  exposed,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn,  but  to  what  degree 
an  individual  may  be  exposed,  and 
saved  by  cow  pock,  will  be  no- 
ticed in  the  course  of  this  history. 
It  should,  however,  be  remarked 
in  this  place,  that  the  master  of 
the  ship  on  the  day  of  his  arri- 
val, was  invited  .to  dine  with 
me,  which  he  did,  but  to  the 
great  terror  of  a  lady  who  disco- 
vered that  she  had  never  been 
vaccinated ;  and  the  conclusion 
therefore  was  that  she  must  have 
inhaled  the  infection.  Paste  was 
immediately  made  from  a  scab 
which  had  been  sealed  in  a  phial 
over  two  years,  which,  fortunate- 
ly, produced  a  fine  vaccine  pus- 
tule, within  seven  days.  This 
lady  has  been  exposed  to  the 
smallpox  often  since,  but  has  ne- 
ver, in  a  single  instance,  felt  the 
slightest  indisposition. 

In  December,  several  mari- 
ners, from  New-York,  were  land- 
ed at  the  Navy  Yard  in  Charles- 
town,  where  three  of  them  con- 
tracted the  disease,  by  taking 
leave  of  a  companion,  who  the 
physician  told  thetn  had  the  mea- 
sles. The  Board  of  Health  of 
that  place,  applied  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  Boston,  not  only 
for  permission  to  place  them  on 
the  Island,  but  for  the  Health 
Boat  to  convey  them  there.  On- 
ly two  weeks  before,  I  had  taken 
into  service,  as  boatman,  a  young 
man  by  the  name  of  Reed,  from 
Boothbay,  in  Maine,  but  with- 
out inquiring  whether  he  had  been 
vaccinated  or  not, — taking  it  for 
granted,  that  in  a  country  like 
this,  no  person  of  common  intelli- 
gence neglected   to  avail  himself 


of  so  great  a  blessing.  Permis- 
sion was  given,  and  as  Reed  was 
found  in  his  boat,  in  the  harbor, 
they  directed  him  to  proceed  to 
the  Navy  Yard  and  take  the  Q)en. 
Careless  of  his  own  fate,  he  com- 
plied. I  now  went  on  board  with 
them,  and  the  same  evening,  dis- 
covered, to  my  great  vexation, 
the  unprotected  condition  of 
Reed.  To  add  to  my  anxieties, 
the  Island  keeper,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  the  office  only  about 
seven  weeks  before,  late  in  the 
evening,  said  with  some  indiffer- 
ence, that  his  two  youngest  child- 
ren had  never  been  inoculated  I 
He  bad  been  continually  over 
the  sick,  after  they  were  land- 
ed, and  was  then  holding  one  of 
these  children  on  his  knee. 

The  next  morning,  matter  was 
procured  from  the  City,  and  to- 
wards evening  they  were  all 
vaccinated.  Other  cases  soon 
occurred,  and  Reed  was  constant- 
ly engaged,  though  nothing  ap- 
peared on  the  arm  that  indicated 
a  successful  operation,  four  days 
after.  I  now  procured  more  vi- 
rus, which  proved  to  be  equally 
inert,  as  no  pustule  was  ever  pro- 
duced by  it.  On  the  sixth  day,  a 
very  small  vesicle  arose  on  the 
arm  of  the  youngest  child,  from 
which  the  other  was  re-vaccinat- 
ed, as  well  as  Reed.  The  virus 
was  inserted  in  eight  or  ten  dilfer- 
ent  places.  On  the  (-i^hth  day 
from  the  first  inoculation,  Reed 
was  taken  with  severe  pains  \n 
the  head,  loins  and  limbs.  His 
countenance  became  flushed,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  very  restless 
night,  he  vomited  repeatedly.  He 
took  a  large  dose  of  salts,  which 
relieved  him,  though  the  pain  was 
still  severe.  He  drank  a  solution 
of  tartaric  acid  very  freely 
through  the  day   and  succeeding 
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night,  and  the  next  day  repeated 
the  cathartic.  The  violence  of 
the  symptoms  abated,  and  shortly 
four  of  the  vaccine  pustules  began 
to  make  their  appearance.  When 
they  had  become  full,  and  while 
the  arm  was  very  much  inflamed, 
a  slight  eruption  appeared  on  his 
limbs,  shoulders  and  neck,  which 
continued  about  ten  days,  then 
gradually  subsided,  and  he  return- 
ed to  his  duty,  well.  The  child- 
ren suffered  no  indisposition,  nor 
did  any  eruption  appear  on  the 
one,  whose  vaccination  was  so 
protracted.  While  this  process 
was  going  on,  the  intercourse  with 
the  sick,  by  the  family  generally, 
was  constant.  One  of  the  three 
Charlestown  patients  was  the 
worst  case  of  variola  confluens  I 
ever  witnessed,  where  the  pa- 
tient lived.  He  was  discharged, 
in  nine  weeks,  well,  but  without 
a  single  hair  on  his  head  ; — the 
beard,  eye  lashes,  &c.  were  com- 
pletely gone. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1827,  a 
man  was  taken  from  his  lodgings 
in  Sister  Street,  who  took  the 
disease  in  New-York.  This  was 
the  first  case  W'hich  had  appeared 
in  the  city  for  many  years.  From 
that  time  to  the  present,  its  intro- 
duction has  been  a  frequent  oc- 
currence, and  it  has  been 
controlled  only  by  the  most  deci- 
sive and  energetic  measures. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  a  schoon- 
er came  into  Quarantine,  thirty- 
six  days  from  Fayal,  with  four 
persons  laboring  under  smallpox, 
which  w\is  prevalent  at  that 
place.  The  mate,  a  man  of  thir- 
ty, who  had,  by  his  own  account, 
seen  many  cases  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  even  assisted  in  burying 
a  person  who  died  of  smallpox,  on 
showing  a  vaccine  cicatrix,  four 
days  after  his  arrival,  was  permit- 


ted to  go  to  the  city,  but  was 
taken  sick  with  the  varioloid  at 
his  lodgings  in  Purchase  Street. 

At  this  time,  there  were  eleven 
patients  in  the  Hospital.  My  so- 
licitude was  so  great,  that  I  was 
continually  with  them.  The  Isl- 
and keeper,  who  had  the  smallpox 
in  the  East  Indies,  many  years 
before,  had  a  pustule  on  his  fore- 
head precisely  like  those  on  the 
patients,  preceded  by  a  dull  head- 
ache and  loss  of  appetite,  which 
was  imputed  to  his  fatigue  in  at- 
tending the  sick.  One  of  the 
watchers,  who  was  perfectly  con- 
versant with  smallpox,  vaccinat- 
ed some  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
before,  also  became  a  little  indis- 
posed, and  exhibited  several  mi- 
niature pustules  on  one  wrist. 
Nearly  at  the  same  time,  I  was 
troubled  with  a  severe  headache, 
nausea,  chills,  &c.  which,  it  was 
thought,  were  in  consequence  of 
a  severe  cold.  In  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  however,  an  eruption 
made  its  appearance  on  the  breast, 
arms  and  lower  extremities,  which 
did  not  wholly  disappear  under 
many  weeks.  A  little  girl,  in  the 
Island  keeper's  family,  about  the 
same  period,  was  taken  with  simi- 
lar complaints,  which  were  fol- 
lowed by  an  eruption  on  the 
breast,  bod)'  and  limbs.  When- 
ever any  one  on  the  station  exhi- 
bited such  indications,  they  were 
not  allowed  to  leave  the  Island, 
lest  they  should  propagate  a  dis- 
ease which  the  authorities  were 
striving  to  keep  from  the  metro- 
polis. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  a  large 
brig  arrived  in  the  offing,  in  dis- 
tress, from  Limerick,  in  Ireland. 
There  were  seventy-three  pas- 
sengers, men,  women  and  child- 
ren. Four,  of  five  seamen,  be- 
fore the  raast,  had  the  smallpox. 
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Among  th6  passengers,  there  was 
a  female,  who  had  just  recovered 
from  it,  when  the  vessel  sailed, 
and  of  course,  it  was  traced  to 
this  origin.  When  I  entered  the 
cabin,  the  physician  of  the  vessel 
was  washing  the  back  of  the  cap- 
tain's son,  a  young  man,  with  spi- 
rits of  turpentine.  He  was  in 
very  great  distress,  both  in  his 
loins  and  head.  It  was  apparent, 
the  first  moment  my  eyes  rested 
on  him,  that  he  had  the  confluent 
smallpox,  but  the  doctor  declared 
it  was  nothing  but  rheumatism  in 
the  back.  Four  days  from  this, 
he  died  in  the  greatest  misery. 
Wherever  the  turpentine  had 
been  applied,  the  skin  turned 
black  and  puffed  up  into  blisters, 
containing  a  bloody,  foetid  matter. 
The  doctor  made  some  apologies 
afterward,  by  saying  that  he  an- 
ticipated a  long  confinement  at 
Quarantine,  in  case  the  disease 
was  recognized  as  smallpox:  this, 
however,  only  made  his  deceit  the 
more  detestable,  for  the  other 
patients  exhibited  well  marked 
cases  of  variola  discreta.  All  the 
passengers,  but  one  aged  man, 
showed  satisfactory  evidences  of 
having  had  the  disease.  He  posi- 
tively refused  to  be  vaccinated, 
as  he  had  been  familiar  with 
smallpox  his  whole  lifetime  ; — no 
arguments  could  prevail  over  his 
prejudices  against  cow  pock,  or 
convince  him  that  he  was  still  lia- 
ble to  take  the  infection. 

The  mate  of  this  vessel,  a  man 
about  forty  years  of  age,  vaccinat- 
ed years  before,  and  repeatedly 
exposed  to  the  disease  in  ques- 
tion, in  Spain  and  South  America, 
afterwards  died  in  New-York,  of 
smallpox.  I  have  since  learned 
that  one  of  the  passengers  died  of 
it,  at  the  same  place, — and  pro- 
bably it  wai  the  old  man.     A  sea- 


man, whose  name  was  Crocker, 
taken  from  this  vessel,  was  such 
a  mass  of  putrefaction,  that  I  could 
not  go  near  his  apartment  without 
vomiting.  By  dusting  his  whole 
body  with  Peruvian  bark,  twice 
a  day,  and  having  the  maggots 
taken  from  his  ears,  scalp  and 
other  places,  as  soon  as  discover- 
ed, which  employed  one  person 
the  whole  time,  he  was  saved, 
and  discharged  in  July,  a  well  man. 

(To  be  continued.) 


II. 

Remarks  on  the  Effects  resulting 
from  the  Division  of  the  JSTervet 
in  certain  Cases. 

Communicated  in  a  letter  to  the  Ed- 
itors from  Dr.  Job  Wilson. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  very  lately 
received  the  first  number  of  your 
Journal.  I  consider  Dr.  Warren's 
cases  of  Tic  Douloureux  to  be 
highly  interesting,  though  Dr. 
Haighton's  experiments  show  us, 
that  divided  nerves  may  unite, 
and  their  functions  be  restored  ; 
and  that  this  is  not  to  be  attribut- 
ed to  any  enlargement  or  increas- 
ed energy  of  the  inosculating 
twigs,  but  really  to  the  trunk  of 
the  nerve  having  recovered  its 
power.  Although  the  same  prin- 
ciple does  not  apply  with  respect 
to  sensation  in  the  nerves,  as  does 
with  respect  to  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  in  the  arteries,  yet  may 
not  the  nervous  energy,  in  some 
cases  be  continued  by  the  inoscu- 
lating branches, particularly  at  the 
points  of  the  fingers,  toes,  ball  of 
the  foot,  pahn  of  the  hand,  &c. 
and  be  of  sufficient  power  to  af- 
fect the  brain  or  spinal  marrow, 
as  in  tetanus,  and  other  spasmodic 
disorders  ? 

In   1809   1  attended  a  patient 
who    wai    attacked    bj    t«tanic 
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symptoms,  occasioned  by  a  wound 
obliquely  crossing  the  outside  of 
the  foot  ;  the  wound  was  filled 
with  dust,  and  had  a  raaised  lace- 
rated  appearance,  though  made 
with  a  cutting  instrument.  A 
consultation  of  physicians  was  call- 
ed, who  recommended  to  cut  off 
all  communication  between  the 
wound  and  the  brain,  by  a  fiee 
division  of  all  the  injured  nerves 
and  other  soft  parts  immediately 
above  the  wound  ;  which  was 
faithfully  executed.  Yet  the  op- 
eration procured  no  alleviation  of 
the  symptoms  ;  the  case  termi- 
nated fatally,  notwithstanding  the 
operation,  and  the  most  faithful 
administration  of  all  the  medi- 
cines usually  recommended  in  this 
disease. 

In  1822  I  was  called  to  consult 
with  Dr.  Silas  Merrill,  of  Ando- 
ver,  N.  H.  in  a  case  of  threaten- 
ed tetanus.  The  muscles  of  the 
face  and  jaw  on  one  side  were  ri- 
gid and  contracted,  and  so  was  the 
sterno-raastoid  muscle  on  one  side, 
and  the  head  drawn  towards  that 
side.  The  injury  was  a  contusion 
of  the  nerves  and  other  soft  parts 
immediately  over  the  second  and 
third  cuneiform  bones  of  the  foot. 
In  consideration  of  this  case,  I 
stated  the  failure  of  the  division 
of  the  nerves  in  the  case  mention- 
ed, and  suggested  that  a  commu- 
nication from  the  wound  to  the 
brain  might  be  kept  up,  by  the 
inosculating  branches  of  nerves, 
at  the  points  of  the  toes  or  soles 
of  the  feet,  &c.  The  propriety 
of  destroying  the  nerves  on  both 
sides  of  the  contusion  being  admit- 
ted, all  that  portion  of  nerves  en- 
closed in  the  contusion,  and  a 
small  distance  further  on  each 
side,  was  destroyed  by  incision  and 
caustic.  The  consequence  was 
an  alleviation  of  all  the  symptoms, 
and  a  speedy  recovery  to  health. 


In  1824  I  was  called  to  consult 
with  Dr.  Samuel  Smith,  of  Bris- 
tol, N.  H.  in  a  case  of  threatened 
tetanus.  Symptoms  similar  to 
the  case  last  named.  The  injury 
was  in  consequence  of  a  sewing 
needle  which  entered  the  sole  of 
the  foot  under  the  cuneiform  bones; 
it  penetrated  deep,  and  was  bro- 
ken off,  leaving  about  half  an  inch 
in  the  foot.  In  consultation,  the 
same  principles  were  advanced  as 
in  the  case  last  mentioned.  It 
was  proposed  if  possible  to  re- 
move the  needle  from  the  foot, 
and  then  to  divide  the  parts  to  the 
bones,  both  above  and  below  the 
parts  injured.  In  the  operation 
we  were  not  able  to  discover  the 
part  of  the  needle  left  in  the  foot, 
but  we  made  a  free  division  of  all 
the  soft  parts,  both  above  and  be- 
low the  part  injured,  and  destroy- 
ed the  intermediate  part  by  caus- 
tic, in  which,  when  the  slough  se- 
parated the  needle  was  discover- 
ed. All  the  symptoms  were  miti- 
gated immediately  after  the  ope- 
ration, and  the  patient  recovered. 
The  medicines  usually  employed 
were  given  in  both  these  cases, both 
before  and  after  the  operation. 

My  object  in  offering  this  brief 
account  to  the  public  is  to  call 
the  attention  of  physicians  to  this 
question,  viz.  whether  the  division 
of  a  nerve  (even  if  a  piece  is  cut 
out)  between  the  wound  and  brain, 
is  sufficient  to  destroy  the  nervous 
excitement  communicated  from 
the  wound  to  the  brain  by  the 
nerve  .-* 

Salisbury,  JV.  H.  March,  1828. 


III. 

OBSERVATIONS    ON    BLACK  VOMIT. 

By  William  Lyons,  Staff  Surgeon. 

From  the  London  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal. 

From  my  situation  of  principal 
medical  officer  in  the   island  of 
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Dominica,  West  Indies,  and  from 
the  fatality  of  the  fever  of  that 
island,  my  attention  was  given  in 
a  particular  manner  to  the  consi- 
deration of  its  phenomena.  Black 
vomit,  one  of  its  most  alarming 
symptoms,  soon  fell  under  consi- 
deration ;  and  although  I  was  soon 
enabled  to  convince  myself  of  its 
identity  Avith  altered  blood,  from 
an  attentive  examination  of  that 
fluid  when  ejected  from  the  sto- 
mach, and  the  state  and  contents 
of  the  stomach  after  death,  and 
likewise  an  examination  of  the  li- 
ver and  tubili  biliferi,  yet  the 
hitherto  inexplicable  mutation  of 
the  blood's  color  to  black  remain- 
ed in  its  concealment. 


results  have  been  the  same,  even 
when  the  muriatic  acid  had  been 
so  far  reduced  with  water  as  to 
be  hardly  capable  of  turning  the 
edges  of  the  teeth  ;  and  is  sup- 
posed by  Dr.  Hope  to  be  an  in- 
teresting adaptation  of  Dr.  Prout's 
discovery  to  the  explanation  of 
the  symptom  of  black  vomit. 

I  am  persuaded  that  if  these 
experiments,  or  rather  facts,  shall 
turn  out  to  be  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner of  accounting  for  black  vomit, 
that  it  will  afford  you  pleasure  ; 
and  the  more  so  as  the  same  facts 
may  be  fairly  brought  in  explana- 
tion of  malaria,  &c  :  it  will  also 
be  an  additional  argument  of  the 
futility   of  urging  that   the  black 


The   black  coloring  matter  of    vomit  is  a  symptom  which  predi- 


this  fluid  was  separated  by  filtra- 
tion in  the  easiest  manner,  and  its 
powerful  acid  qualities  were 
proved  by  its  active  effervescence 
with  alkalies,  as  well  as  by  its  ac- 
tion on  the  enamel  of  the  patients' 
teeth,  and  by  its  powerfully 
acescent  smell:  but  it  was  not  un- 
til I  observed,  in  the  examination 
of  recruits  at  this  station,  that  an 
immense  quantity  of  muriatic  acid 
is  constantly  secreted  from  the 
skin,  with  the  insensible  perspira- 
tion, that  I  brought  to  my  mind 
Dr.  Prout's  discovery  of  this  ac- 
id's being  the  principal  one  se- 
creted in  morbid  conditions  of  the 


cates  the  contagious  nature  of  the 
fever  in  which  it  is  observed. 

Whilst  upon  this  subject,  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  mention  the  suc- 
cessful treatment  of  a  case  of  fe- 
ver with  black  vomit,  by  the  use 
of  nitrate  of  silver  and  opium,  im- 
mediately after  the  abstraction  of 
a  large  quantity  of  blood,  and 
those  circumstances  that  led  me 
to  the  use  of  the  remedy. 

In  1825,  while  in  Canada,  an  ep- 
idemic catarrh  prevailed  amongst 
the  inhabitants  :  in  many  of  these 
cases,  the  bronchial  affections 
were  secondary  to  an  ophthalmic 
attack,  in  which  the  conjunctiva 


stomach,  and   with    it  the  idea  of    was  principally  engaged.     All  the 


ascertaining    the-  effects    of   this 
acid  upon  tiie  blood. 

Having  made  the  experiment 
of  adding  muriatic  acid  to  the 
blood,  the  color  of  the  blood  was 
instantly  altered  to  a  deep  black, 
and,  when  diluted  with  water, 
presented  a  liquid  which  I  should 
have  declared,  from  mere  inspec- 
tion, to  be  black  vomit.  This  ex- 
periment has  been  tried  by  Dr. 
Hope,  at  my  suggestion,  and  the 


private  practitioners  used  the  usu- 
al mode  of  fomentation,  blistering, 
and  bleeding,  without  being  suc- 
cessful. I  alone  had  recourse, 
from  the  first  commencement 
of  the  symptoms,  to  the  use  of 
nitrate  of  silver  as  an  external 
application,  with  the  happiest  ef- 
fects ;  and  to  this  practice  I  was 
led  by  the  opinion  of  my  much  re- 
spected friend,  Dr.  James  Forbes. 
Purgatives  and  cupping  were  sel- 
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dom  required.  From  the  magic- 
like effect  of  this  remedy  in  dis- 
pelling the  blood  from  the  con- 
junctiva,—  from  the  similarity  of 
the  catarrhal  disposition  noticed 
in  this  epidemic  to  something  of 
the  same  kind  of  catarrhal  epide- 
mic in  the  West  India  fevers, 
where  the  gastric  symptoms  were 
most  prominent,  the  idea  struck 
me  that  the  nitrate  of  silver,  in 
conjunction  with  opium,  might  act 
powerfully  in  allaying  the  stomach 
affections  ;  and  with  this  intention 
it  was  given  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Cotton,  clerk  of  the  market  of 
Dominica,  long  after  the  appear- 
ance of  black  vomit,  and  most 
certainly  with  the  effect  of  stop- 
ping the  vomiting  for  eight  or  ten 
hours  before  death. 

Emboldened  by  the  result,  I 
proposed  the  remedy  in  the  case 
of  an  artillery  man,  named  Ew- 
ing,  to  Mr.  M'Gibbon,  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  35th,  under  whose 
immediate  care  the  man  was. 

The  plan  of  treatment  was 
commenced  under  the  following 
circumstances  : — 

A  man  of  the  name  of  Sweeny, 
belonging  to  the  same  corps,  had 
been  sent  to  the  hospital  from  the 
same  barrack  thirty-six  hours  be- 
fore Ewing:  this  man  having  died 
perfectly  yellow,  and  with  the 
symptoms  of  black  vomit,  in 
twenty-four  hours  after  admis- 
sion, and  his  body  opened  in  twelve 
hours  after,  we  came  from  the 
dissection  of  Sweeny  to  the  exa- 
mination of  the  fluid  which  Ewing 
was  throwing  up  ;  and,  upon  the 
comparison  of  the  fluid  taken  from 
Sweeny's  stomach  with  that 
ejected  by  Ewing,  the  identity 
was  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
doubt,  and,  under  these  impres- 
sions, all  hopes  of  his  recovery 
was  in  our  miads  out  of  the  ques- 


tion. It  was  under  these  circum- 
stances that  I  proposed  that  as 
much  blood  as  could  be  abstract- 
ed should  be  removed,  and  that 
we  should  then  administer  nitrate 
of  silver  and  opium. 

Blood  to  the  extent  of  about 
thirty-two  ounces  was  forced  from 
the  arm  ;  but,  after  the  arm  was 
tied  up,  and  whilst  we  were  ab- 
stracting blood,  the  vomiting  re- 
curred. In  the  meantime,  the 
pills  with  nitrate  of  silver  and 
opium  were  prepared,  and  admi- 
nistered ;  and  fiom  the  first  dose 
the  vomiting  ceased.  They  were 
continuedfor  six  or  eight  hours  ; 
and  a  dose  of  croton  oil  was  then 
administered.  He  was  convales- 
cent the  third  or  fourth  day,  and 
had  no  return  of  fever  ;  although 
he  continued  languid  for  some 
weeks. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  nitrate 
of  silver,  in  the  foregoing  case, 
was  administered  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  its  stimulant  and  to- 
nic powers  solely,  although  it  may 
have  acted  beneficially  by  its 
power  of  decomposing  muriatic 
acid. 


IV. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Mortality  of  Children  brought  up 
by  I  J  and. 
Mr.  Alcock  in  a  late  work 
states  that  it  has  been  a  part  of 
his  duty  to  endeavor  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  mortality  among 
infants  from  this  source,  and,  after 
much  careful  inquiry  and  investi- 
gation, he  is  convinced  that  the 
attempt  to  bring  up  chiUiren  by 
hand  proves  fatal  in  London^  to 
at  least  seven  out  of  eight  of  these 
miserable  sufferers;  and  this  hap- 
pens whether  the  child  has  never 
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taken  the  breast  at  all,  or  having 
been  suckled  for  three  or  four 
weeki  only,  is  then  weaned.  In 
the  country^  the  mortality  among 
dry-nursed  children  is  not  so  great. 
It  would  have  been  satisfactory 
had  Mr.  Alcock  stated  from  what 
class  of  society  he  had  formed  this 
distressing  conclusion.  The  loss 
of  children  brought  up  by  hand, 
under  our  observation,  has  cer- 
tainly not  been  nearly  so  great. 

Aeio  Escharotic. 

Professor  Hanke  of  Breslaw 
has  proposed  the  muriate  of  zinc 
as  an  effectual  stimulant  and  es- 
charotic, which  possesses  all  the 
conveniences  and  advantages  of 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  is  at  the 
same  time  of  moderate  price.  As 
a  stimulant  he  has  employed  it  in 
a  state  of  dilute  solution,  for  al- 
most every  form  of  ulcer  in  which 
stimulant  applications  are  found 
beneficial  ;  as  an  escharotic  he 
has  used  it  in  cancerous  ulcers, 
fungoid  excrescences,  naevi  ma- 
terni  and  the  like,  and  likewise 
for  making  issues;  and  he  has  far- 
ther substituted  it  in  place  of  tar- 
tar emetic  for  exciting  irritation 
of  the  skin.  He  has  constantly 
found  it  to  produce  the  particular 
effect  in  view  ;  and  has  never  re- 
marked any  constitutional  de- 
rangement or  other  inconvenience 
to  result  from  its  use.  When 
employed  as  a  stimulant  lotion  for 
ulcers,  he  usually  covered  them 
with  charpie  soaked  in  a  solution 
of  two  or  four  grains  to  the  ounce. 
For  the  formation  of  an  issue  he 
applied  several  layers  of  adhesive 
plaster,  with  a  hole  cut  through 
them  on  the  part,  then  filled  the 
cavity  with  the  salt  slightly  moist- 
ened, covered  the  whole  with  a 
fold  of  plaster  and  a  proper  band- 
age, and  allowed   the  salt  to  act 


for  six  or  eight  hours.  Irritation 
of  the  skin  was  produced  by  rub- 
bing in  an  aqueous  or  spirituous 
solution,  soon  after  which  an  erup- 
tion of  papulae  or  vesicles  appear- 
ed, with  an  extensive  scarlet  ef- 
florescence. 

The  muriate  of  zinc  will  pro- 
bably be  found  a  convenient  and 
eff'ectual  escharotic  ;  but  Profes- 
sor Hanke  has  exaggerated  the 
dangers  attending  the  employment 
of  other  escharotics,  and  in  par- 
ticular, has  imputed  to  the  nitrate 
of  silver  constitutional  effects, 
which  it  certainly  never  does  pro- 
duce. If  the  professor  is  correct 
in  his  account  of  the  eruption 
caused  by  rubbing  the  muriate  of 
zinc  into  the  skin,  it  will  be  a 
very  convenient  substitute  for  tar- 
tar emetic,  as  it  does  not  appear 
to  affect  the  skin  so  deeply. 

The  method  recommended  for 
preparing  it  is  the  following.  Me- 
tallic zinc  is  to  be  dissolved  in 
hydrochloric  acid  with  the  aid  of 
heat,  and  the  acid  to  be  fully  sa- 
turated towards  the  close  by  the 
addition  of  a  little  powdered  car- 
bonate of  zinc.  A  solution  of 
chlorine  in  water  is  next  to  be 
added,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
down  the  iron  with  which  the  zinc 
is  usually  impregnated  ;  and  the 
fluid,  after  filtration,  is  to  be  eva- 
porated by  a  gentle  heat  till  it 
forms  a  firm  gelatinous  mass. 
This  is  to  be  preserved  for  use  in 
close  vessels,  as  it  is  deliquescent.. 

Treatment  of  Mercurial  Salivation. 

Dr.  Finley  of  Bainbridge,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  has  proposed 
to  employ  the  tartrate  of  antimo- 
ny for  checking  mercurial  saliva- 
tion. He  gives  it  every  two 
hours  in  the  dose  of  a  tenth  up  to 
a  sixth  of  a  grain  dissolved  in  wa- 
ter, so  as  to  act  gently  on  the  skin 
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and  the  alimentary  canal;  and  the 
treatment  is  continued  till  the 
cure  is  completed.  He  reports 
that  in  this  way  he  has  in  every 
instance  immediately  prevented 
the  salivation  gaining  ground,  has 
always  procured  marked  relief  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  in  particu- 
lar has  in  that  time  removed  the 
pain  of  the  mouth  and  throat.  He 
has  never  found  a  single  case  re- 
sist the  proposed  method,  and  one 
of  his  cases,  which  had  lasted 
three  months,  was  cured  in  a  few 
days.  Others  have  formerly  era- 
ployed  tartar  emetic  for  the  same 
purpose,  but  with  little  advan- 
tage. The  success  of  Dr.  Finlay 
may  have  depended  on  the  more 
giadual  introduction  of  the  reme- 
dy into  the  system,  and  the  great- 
er certainty  of  its  action  on  the 
skin. 

Treatment  of  J^^oevi  by  Ligature. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  after  enume- 
rating several  cases  successfully 
treated  by  ligature,  makes  the 
following  remarks  : — 

The  superior  safety  of  the  lig- 
ature, ill  reference  to  the  danger 
of  hemorrhage,  is  rendered  ob- 
vious by  these  cases.  In  the  first 
I  would  not  have  performed  exci- 
sion, feeling  satisfied  that  imme- 
diate death  from  bleeding  would 
have  been  inevitable.  There 
would  have  been  less  risk  in  leav- 
ing the  case  to  nature.  But,  sup- 
posing this  danger  to  have  been 
surmounted,  the  patient  would 
have  been  in  a  much  more  dan- 
gerous state  with  the  great  wound 
of  excision,  than  with  tbe  com- 
paratively small  breach  of  surface 
caused  by  the  ligature.  It  would 
have  been  necessary  to  make  an 
elliptical  incision,  with  each  side 
at  least  four  inches  long.  The 
ligature  is  applied  close  to  the 


base  of  the  tumor,  while  it  would 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  clear 
the  diseased  part,  to  keep  half  an 
inch  from  it  with  the  knife.  This 
is  an  important  advantage  on  the 
side  of  the  ligature,  in  the  nume- 
rous instances  where  extensive 
loss  of  skin  would  cause  de- 
formity. 

Tbe  knife  might  have  been 
safely  used  in  the  second  case  ; 
but  the  operation  would  have 
been  serious,  and  the  loss  of  blood 
considerable  ;  while  with  tbe  liga- 
ture the  latter  was  entirely  avoid- 
ed, and  no  symptom  of  the  small- 
est consequence  occurred. 

The  treatment  by  excision  in 
the  third  case  would  have  involved 
the  necessity  of  a  very  large 
wound,  and  the  risk  of  fatal  he- 
morrhage. The  latter  danger 
would  have  equally  attended  tho 
same  practice  in  the  fourth  in- 
stance; a  large  wound  would  have 
been  required,  running  very  near 
to  the  edge  of  the  lower  eyelid, 
with  a  great  probability  of  eversion 
on  tbe  contraction  of  the  cicatrix. 

Our  object,  in  this  mode  of 
treatment,  is  to  intercept  the  cir- 
culation completely  in  the  tied 
part,  and  thus  to  deprive  it  of 
vitality  as  speedily  as  possible. 
The  ligatures  must  be  drawn  very 
tightly,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
so  strong  as  to  bear  the  utmost 
force  we  can  employ  with  the 
fingers  and  thumbs  without  break- 
ing. Stout  silk  twist  will  answer 
the  purpose  ;  but  we  should  ob- 
serve the  precaution  of  trying  its 
strength  previously.  As  it  is  ne- 
cessary, in  some  instances,  to  in- 
clude a  large  bulk  of  parts,  their 
complete  strangulation  is  not  ea- 
sily efi'ected,  however  strong  the 
ligature  may  be.  Perhaps  it 
might  be  advisable,  under  such 
circumstance*,  to  adopt  the  pro- 
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ceediiig    recommended    by    Mr. 
Mayor,  of  Lausanne. 

As  the  continued  pressure  of 
the  ligatures  keeps  up  irritation 
in  the  parts  immediately  con- 
stricted, and  in  those  around, which 
are  forcibly  dragged  together  and 
puckered,  it  is  desirable  to  re- 
move them  as  soon  as  we  can  be 
certain  that  the  objects  of  their 
application  are  accomplished, — 
namely,  coagulation  of  the  blood 
in  the  vessels  composing  the  tu- 
mor, and  death  of  the  part.  The 
foregoing  cases  prove  that  these 
purposes  are  fully  effected  in 
forty-eight  hours,  while  the  fourth 
shows  that  w^e  cannot  safely  trust 
to  a  compression  of  one  half  that 
duration.  The  danger  of  inflam- 
mation or  irritation  is  at  an  end  as 
soon  as  the  ligature  is  taken  away, 
and  the  relief  to  the  patient  from 
its  removal  is  very  obvious. 

Experiments  on  the  Effects  of  Bry- 
onine  on  the  Animal  System. 

M.  Collard  de  Martigny  has 
extended  to  this  principle  the  in- 
vestigations of  Orfila  on  the  ef- 
fects of  the  bryony  root,  and  has 
obtained  results  which  show  that 
the  chief  properties  of  the  root 
reside  in  the  principle  in  question. 
The  bryouine  was  first  discovered 
by  Brandes  and  Firnhaber  ;  but 
M.  Collard  de  Maitigny  has  found 
it  more  easily  separated  by  the 
process  more  lately  suggested  by 
M.  Fremy,  which  consists  in  satu- 
rating the  juice  with  ammonia,  fil- 
tering the  fluid,  and  evaporating 
it  till  a  pellicle  is  formed  on  the 
surface.  The  pellicle  is  the  im- 
pure bryonine,  which  is  to  be  pu- 
rified by  solution  in  alcohol. 
Twenty-two  grains  of  this  sub- 
stance killed  a  rabbit  in  ten  hours 
when  administered  by  the  sto- 
mach; no  particular  symptoms  in- 


tervened, and  after  death  the  sto- 
mach was  found  thin  in  some 
places,  thick  and  hard  in  others, 
and  its  villous  coat  red,  and  in- 
terspersed with  a  few  white  gra- 
nulations. Twenty  grains  inject- 
ed into  the  pleura  caused  death 
in  seven  hours,  attended  with  all 
the  signs  of  pleurisy,  namely,  se- 
rous effusion,  the  formation  of  a 
pseudo-membrane,  and  gorging  of 
the  lungs.  Thirty-four  grains 
thrust  under  the  skin  of  the  neck 
and  back  of  a  dog,  killed  it  in 
fifty-eight thours,  causing  exten- 
sive inflammation  and  suppuration 
around  the  wound.  Bryonine 
therefore  is  a  pure  irritant,  which 
does  not  appear  to  act  through 
absorption.  It  is  much  more 
powerful  than  the  root  which 
yields  it  ;  yet  a  given  quantity  is 
not  so  active  as  the  quantity  of 
the  root  from  which  it  is  pro- 
cured. 

Ununited  Fracture  cured  by  Pres- 
sure. 

J.  IM.  Ewer,  set,  24,  broke  his 
right  arm  and  left  leg,  in  November, 
1825.  He  was  taken  to  the  Hospi- 
tal and  treated  in  the  usual  way. 
The  fracture  of  the  leg  did  well,  but 
no  union  took  place  in  the  arm.  In 
August,  1826,  he  went  to  Panton 
Square,  where  Mr.  Wardrnp  passed 
a  seton,  which  was  withdrawn  at  the 
end  of  the  week.  After  a  time,  the 
patient  was  discharged,  and  reported 
as  cured  in  the  Lancet.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1826,  he  entered  St.  George's, 
the  broken  ends  of  the  bone  appear- 
ing to  be  united  by  ligament,  riding 
one  over  the  oiher  and  admitting  of 
extensive  motion.  Mr.  Brodie  now 
determined  on  applying  pressure  on 
the  principle  suggested  by  Mr.  Ames- 
bury.  The  forearm  being  semi-bent, 
a  wooden  splint  adapted  to  its  fig- 
ure, and  reaching  from  the  axilla  to 
the  fingers,  was  applied  on  the  in- 
side.    On  the  outside  of  the  arm,  a 
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straight  splint  was  placed,  extending 
from  the  shoulder  to  the  outer  con- 
dyle, and  both  splints  were  secured 
by  bandages.  Over  all,  there  was  a 
tourniquet,  the  band  of  which  em- 
braced the  fracture,  whilst  the  degree 
of  pressure  thus  made  on  tiie  broken 
bone,  was  easily  regulated  by  the 
screw  which  was  on  the  outside  of 
the  arm.  The  splint  on  (he  inside 
being  broader  than  the  limb,  and  on- 
ly slightly  concave,  the  principal 
vessels  were  defended  from  pressure, 
and  whatever  was  the  force  employ- 
ed the  circulation  was  but  little  in- 
terrupted. In  six  weeks,  the  motion 
of  the  fractured  bones  was  much  di- 
minished, and  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  none  was  perceptible.  On 
the  31st  of  May,  the  man  left  the 
hospital,  the  bones  being  perfectly 
consolidated,  and  the  arm  as  useful 
as  before  the  accident. 


V. 

HOSPITAL      REPORT. 

Double  Harelip,  with  JFissure  through 
the  hard  and  soft  Palate. 

Amie  Anne  Smith,  nine  years  old. 
Was  born  with  a  frightful  deformity 
of  the  face.  The  upper  lip  is  cleft 
in  two  places.  On  the  left  side  is  a 
wide  fissure  through  the  lip,  extend- 
ing from  its  edge  into  the  left  nostril, 
and  througii  the  bone,  so  as  to  open 
the  left  nostril  into  the  mouth  its 
whole  extent,  and  through  the  soft 
palate.  On  the  right  side  of  the  up- 
per lip  is  another  fissure,  not  so  ex- 
tensive as  that  on  the  left  side.  Be- 
tween the  two,  the  middle  part  of  the 
upper  jaw  bone  projects  like  a  pro- 
boscis. It  sustains  two  teeth,  and  is 
covered  by  a  knob  of  skin. 

The  fissure  through  the  bone  of 
the  roof  of  the  mouth  is  broad  enough 
to  admit  the  finjzer  of  an  adult  to  be 
laid  therein.  The  child  speaks  in  a 
manner  not  intelligible  to  those  who 
have  not  been  accustomed  to  hear 
her. 

The  object  of  her  admission   to 


the  hospital  was  to  have  these  de- 
formities removed,  if  the  surgical  art 
could  remove  them.  In  order  to  ef- 
fect this  it  was  necessary,  1st,  to  re- 
move or  lessen  the  projection  of  the 
jaw  ;  2d,  to  produce  a  union  of  the 
lip  on  one  side  ;  3d,  at  a  subsequent 
time  to  produce  a  union  on  the  other 
side  ;  and  4th,  to  procure  a  union  of 
the  fissure  in  the  palate,  as  much  as 
possible. 

The  process  was  begun  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1828,  by  compress- 
ing the  piominent  part  of  the  upper 
jaw  with  a  bandage  confined  across 
the  upper  lip.  The  dimiinUion  of 
this  protuberance  was  essential  to 
the  healing  of  the  lip  over  it  ;  for  if 
not  diminished,  it  would  press  and 
cut  through  the  uniting  lip.  The 
compressing  bandage  having  been 
applied  for  some  time,  the  knob  of 
skin  on  it  was  found  to  be  sore  from 
the  teeth  under  it.  These  two  teeth 
were  therefore  removed,  and  the 
compression  omitted  till  the  lip  heal- 
ed, and  then  it  was  re  applied. 

Feb.  12.  Protuberance  diminish- 
ed. The  compression  throws  the 
skin  on  the  knob  to  the  right  side, 
and  thus  increases  the  great  fissure 
on  the  h'ft.  A  compress  was  there- 
fore applied  in  the  fissure  on  the 
right,  which  inclined  the  lip  to  the 
left,  and  diminished  the  worst  of  the 
two  fissures,  very  sensibly. 

March  20th.  The  cumpression  has 
been  continued  to  the  present  time,* 
and  has  been  attended  with  great  ad- 
vantage. The  operation  was  there- 
fore decided  on,  and  the  fissure  on 
the  left  side  of  the  lip  being  the  most 
formidable,  it  was  tliought  best  to 
begin  with  this. 

Operation  at  11,  A.  M. 

The  patient  unexpectedly  showing 
a  disposition  to  resist,  it  was  fi)und 
necessary  to  confine  her  hands  and 
feet,  and  to  place  her  horizontally 
upon  the  operating  table.  After  this 
was  done  she  was  perfectly  tranquil, 
and  gave  no  trouble  during  the  ope- 
ration. 
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Every  thing  being  ready,  the  ope- 
rator, Dr.  Warken,  with  a  scalpel, 
divided  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
lip  from  the  gum,  and  having  pared 
the  edges  of  the  fissure  in  front,  with 
a  pair  of  sharp  scissars,  so  as  to  fit 
the  opposite  sides  to  each  other, 
brought  them  together  and  confined 
them  by  means  of  two  harelip  pins, 
and  ligature  thereon.  Lint  was  then 
placed  behind  the  pins,  a  small  com- 
press upon  the  right  side,  and  pads 
about  half  an  inch  in  thickness,  and 
three  quarters  of  an  inch  square,  up- 
on each  cheek,  the  part  next  the 
skin  being  spread  with  adhesive  plas- 
ter, A  cap  was  placed  upon  the 
head,  and  a  strip  of  linen  fastened 
by  the  middle,  to  it  behind,  and  the 
ends  brought  round  in  front  of  the 
lips, — the  one  being  carried  through 
a  slii  in  the  other  at  their  meeting, — 
and  passing  round  again  to  be  con» 
fined  at  the  back  of  the  head;  these 
straps  covering  the  pads  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  approximate  the  cheeks 
to  each  other,  and  to  prevent  the  lip 
from  drawing  back  on  the  pins,  at 
the  same  time  pressure  upon  the  lip 
bcinnj  avoided.  A  baiid-ige  was  then 
passed  from  the  back  part  of  the 
head  under  the  chin,  going  over  the 
pad  on  the  right  side,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  confine  it  in  its  place.  A 
second  bandage  confined  the  left  pad 
in  a  similar  manner.  The  whole  was 
secured  by  a  roller  carried  in  nurue- 
rous  turns  from  the  occiput  to  the 
chin,  and  around  the  upper  part  of 
the  head.  Each  turn  of  the  roller, 
and  every  part  of  the  bandage,  was 
directed  to  be  stitched  firmly  toge- 
ther, and  the  stra[)s  over  the  lip  to 
be  wet  with  tincture  of  benzoin. 

2 1st.  Has  been  very  quiet  since 
the  operation  ;  slept  well. 

22d.  Going  on  very  well  ;  food 
put  into  her  mouth  with  a  teaspoon. 

23d.  The  bandages  having  become 
hard  and  stiff,  giving  the  patient 
much  pain,  were  to-day  removed 
from  the  head,  the  pads  being  care- 
fully retained  in  their  situation,  while 
the  parts  around  were  washed,  and 


the  bandages  re-applied  ;  the  part 
about  the  lip  not  having  been  dis- 
turbed. Lip  appears  to  have  united 
well. 

24th.  Bandages  and  all  excepting 
the  pins  again  ciianged. 

25th.  Pins  carefully  drawn  out, 
leaving  undisturbed  the  ligature 
around  them,  which  adhered  to  the 
lip.  A  strap  covered  with  adhesive 
plaster  was  applied  across  the  lip, 
and  the  bandages  replaced,  exactly 
as  at  first. 

27th.  Bandages  removed.  A  strap 
of  adhesive  plaster,  and  light  bandage 
to  be  applied  at  night. 

28th.  Bandages  and  planters  whol- 
ly discontinued.  There  is  a  perfect 
adhesion  of  the  fissured  lip  froni  its 
edge  quite  into  the  nostrils.  The 
fissure  on  the  right  side  does  not  ap- 
pear much  enlarged  by  the  closure 
on  the  left. 

Observation. 

This  case  is  related  in  its  present 
stage  with  a  view  to  giving  a  further 
account  of  it  hereafter.  The  next 
step  will  be  to  unite  the  fissure  on 
tlie  right  side  of  the  lip  ;  and  after- 
wards to  attempt  union  of  the  soft 
palate.  If  this  can  be  effected  at  the 
present  period  of  her  life,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  it  would  so  far  influence 
the  growth  of  the  hard  palate  and  its 
membranes,  as  nearly  to  obliterate 
the  fissure  in  the  bone.  This  at- 
tempt would  of  course  be  attended 
with  great  difficulties  in  a  young  and 
refractory  patient.  Previously  to 
this  operation,  which  has  been  suc- 
cessfully performed,  it  was  thought 
impracticable  at  present  ;  but  the 
circumstances  of  the  latter  have  en- 
couraged the  hope  of  its  being  effect- 
ed. The  circumstance  particularly 
worthy  of  note,  is  the  perfect  sub- 
mission of  this  patient,  as  soon  as 
she  found  all  resistance  unavailing. 
Excepting  in  the  operation  of  litho- 
tomy, no  case  has  ever  before  oc- 
curred in  the  Hospital  where  it  was 
necessary  to  bind  the  patient.  This 
child  having  wholly  refused  to  sub- 
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wit,  although  she  had  been  long 
preparing  for  the  operation,  the  bind- 
ers were  necessarily  applied,  yet 
very  deliberately,  without  menace, 
or  appearance  of  violence  ;  the  pa- 
tient, however,  being  steadily  held 
while  they  were  applied.  The  mo- 
ment she  found  herself  entirely  se- 
cured, she  submitted  without  another 
struggle.  This  will  be  found  to  be 
generally  the  case  ;  and  evinces  the 
folly  and  ignorance  of  an  ill-judged 
tenderness  when  an  operation  or  an 
unpleasant  remedy  is  indispensable. 
Whenever  a  child  or  infant,  however 
tender,  is  to  be  made  the  subject  of 
these  painful  remedies,  the  first  ob- 
ject of  attention  should  be  to  procure 
a  force  adequate  to  effect  all  possible 
confinement.  Thus  the  operation 
will  be  less  painful  from  being  easier 
and  shorter  in  execution  ;  and  in 
most  cases  the  patient,  unless  pecu- 
liarly constituted,  will  cease  from 
efforts  he  finds  to  be  ineffectual. 


Affection  of  the  Brain  from  a  Bloii). 

Terence  Fitz-Gerald,  a3t.  20,  ship 
carpenter,  Ireland.  Entered  the 
Hospital  Feb.  23d.  Six  months  ago, 
fell  from  a  height,  and  struck  upon 
the  head  over  the  left  eye.  Since 
then  has  been  subject  to  confusion 
and  heaviness  of  the  head,  much  of 
the  time.  Occasional  severe  pain  in 
the  back  part  of  the  head,  with  dim- 
ness of  sight.  The  mind  also  has 
been  affected.  Is  wholly  incapaci- 
tated for  business.  The  last  three 
weeks,  all  the  symptoms  have  been 
much  aggravated.  About  a  month 
since  had  a  swelling  in  the  back  part 
of  the  head,  where  the  pain  is  severe. 
The  part  is  not  yet  well.  Tongue 
now  clean,  appetite  good,  thirst  great. 
Stomach  well,  bowels  costive.  Pulse 
92.  Skin  dry  and  comfortably  warm  ; 
but  has  mostly  been  cold.  Urine 
high  colored,  rather  copious.  Has 
lost  flesh.  IVluscular  strength  sufli- 
cier)t.     Sleep  more  than  natural. 

Feb,  24th,  Eyes  natural,  but  stares 
at  those  about  hini  a$   if  ignorant  of 


their  dispositions  and  intentions. 
Pulse  72,  small,  soft  ;  hands  cold, 
subiivid.  Appears  to  suffer  under 
some  a[)prehension  and  distrust.  On 
examination  of  the  head  it  appears 
that  the  seat  of  swelling  is  just  be- 
hind or  below  the  vertex.  At  this 
part  there  is  a  slight  depression, 
perhaps  not  more  than  natural.  Says 
he  has  had  a  dejection  since  he  en- 
tered, but  this  is  uncertain.  Refer- 
red to  surgeon  for  exatnination  of 
the  head.     Ordered 

R.    01,    Croton,  gtt,  1,  pulv,  rbei,  gr,  iv 
M.  ft.  pil.  i. 

If  no  dejection  in  four  hours  the  fol- 
lowing : 

R,    Sol.  Magnes.  Sulph.  3  iv> 

Liquid  farinaceous  diet. 

25lh.  As  yesterday  ;  rather  less 
expression  of  distrust.  No  dejec- 
tion ; — had  two  doses  of  sol.  sulph. 
magnes. 

R.  Pofassse  et  Sodse  Tartratis,   '^sa. 
Inf.  Sennae  comp.  3  "j*     ^* 

Taket?  this  morning,  and  repeated  in 
four  hours,  if  no  dejection.  Liquid 
diet  till  it  operates, 

26th.  Two  or  three  dejections. 
Grew  more  bright  and  talked  more 
rationally  after  the  dejection.  An- 
swers now  more  readily.  Transfer- 
red to  the  surgeon.  Let  the  head 
be  shaved  and  a  cap  put  on. 

27th, 

R.  Hyd.  Rubmiir.  9i. 
Pulv    Glycynh,  gr.  x. 
Mucilaginis  q.   s.     M,  ft.  pil-  No,  xij. 
Cap,  unam,  mane  et  vespere. 

28lh. 

R.  Hyd.  Stibniur. 

Pulv.  .lalap,  aa  gr.  x, 

Ol.  Croton,  gtt.  i,     M.     Cap.  statim. 

March  1st. 

Appl.   cerat.    canth.  magnltnd,   a    iv,  ad 
vij.  digit,  capiti. 

5th. 

R.    Infus.    Sennae   comp.    3  'V.     Alternis 
diebus. 

R.  Cerat.  Canth,   magnit.  v,    digit.     La- 
tum vertici,  Cont.  pil.  et  regimen. 
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8th.  Gums  swelled.  Omittantur 
pil.  siibmiir. 

12ili.  Under  this  course,  he  h;is 
been  fast  gaining.  No  pain  in  the 
head  now,  except  upon  stooping. 
No  dizziness  in  the  head,  which  he 
says  he  had  before  he  entered  the 
house.  Appearance  nuicli  improved. 
Converses  rationally.  Countenance 
not  quite  natural. 

15th,  Appears  perfectly  well. 
Amuses  himself  in  pLiying  checkers 
wiih  the  other  patients.  Exhibits  no 
signs  of  mental  disturbance.  Dis- 
charged well. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  15,  1828. 

Lawrence's  lectures. 

Messrs.  Foote  &  Brown,  of  Sa- 
lem, have  lately  published  an  edition 
of  this  work.  The  high  rank,  which 
Mr.  Lawrence  sustains  in  the  profes- 
sion is  in  itself  a  great  recom- 
mendation of  this  work.  Besides 
being  the  only  book  upon  the  subject 
to  which  it  relates,  accessible  to  me- 
dical men  in  this  country,  it  unques- 
tionably contains  a  large  amount  of 
useful  knowledge,  conveyed  in  a  very 
agreeable  and  lively  manner.  To 
the  high  encomiums,  however,  which 
have  been  indiscriminately  lavished 
upon  this  work,  from  many  quarters, 
it  is  impossible  to  subscribe.  It  can- 
not be  regarded  as  a  thorough  or  a 
well  digested  performance.  There 
is  much  that  is  very  loose  in  manner 
if  not  in  matter.  However  extensive 
and  accurate  may  be  the  author's  col- 
lection of  facts,  he  can  lay  but  little 
claim  eiliier  for  the  praise  of  originali- 
ty or  ingenuity  in  many  of  his  specu- 
lative discussions,  whilst  the  temper 
and  spirit  too  often  exhibited  in  speak- 
ing of  subjects  held  iu  reverence  by 


the  majority  of  mankind, — and  that 
too  not  of  the  uninformed  and  illite- 
rate part, — are,  to  say  the  least, 
neither  creditable  to  his  judgment 
nor  taste.  We  do  not  doubt  at  this 
day  he  is  himself  ashamed  to  have 
indulged  himself  in  this  manner  of 
treating  such  subjects.  Still,  with 
these  exceptions,  these  Lectures  are 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  every 
medical  man. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL     ASSOCIATION. 

George  Stearns,  M.D.  has  been  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  this  Association. 
The  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Asso- 
ciation will  take  place  as  usual  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  the  ensuing 
month. 


iodine  in  sea  water. 
It  is  well  known  that  this  newly- 
discovered  alkaline  substance,  which 
is  so  valuable  a  remedy  in  glandular 
affections,  is  obtained  from  marine 
productions,  and  exists  in  a  small 
proportion  in  sea  water.  But  some 
recent  experiments  of  JVI,  Balard,  of 
the  French  Academy,  seem  to  prove 
that  this  substance  is  neither  found 
in  the  water  of  the  Dead  Sea,  nor 
that  of  Trieste,  though  it  is  found 
abundantly  in  the  water  of  the  Me- 
diterranean. 


weekly  report  of   deaths  in  bos- 
ton. 

Ending  April  3,  at  noon. 

March  29.  Henry  Lawrence,  45  yrs. 

Henry  Hancock,  6  mo. 
Female  child  of  W.Austin,14  days. 

30.  .John  U.  Hobbs,  6  w. 

31.  Thomas  Eustis,  36  yrs. 
April  1.  Catharine  Lander,  1  day. 

George  Colburn,  7  mo. 

2.  Deborah  Lyne,  S3  yrs. 

3.  Eliza  M.  Renouf,  SO 
Allam  R.  Baker,  2  1-2  m. 

Diseases.  Cancer,  1 — Diabetes,  1 — Drop- 
sy in  the  head,  1 — Inflammation  on  the  lungg, 
1 — Lung  fever,  1 — Alortification  in  the  bow- 
els, 1 — Marasmus,  1 — Typhus  fever,  1 — Un- 
known, 2 — Stillborn,  3.  Males,  6 — Females, 
4,    Total,  10. 
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LAWRENCE'S  LECTURES. 

JUST Dublished, and  forsale by  FOOTE 
&  BROVV.\,  Salem,  <"  J.ectures  on 
Physiology,  Zoology,  and  the  Natural 
History  of  .Man,  delivered  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  l.ondon,  by  W.  Law- 
RE.vcE,  F.K.S.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Surgery  in  the  College,  .Assistant  Surgeon 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Surgeon 
to  Bridewell  and  Bethlem  Hospitals,  and 
to  the  London  Infirmary  for  Diseases  of 
the  Eye." 

A  Work  on  the  Natural  History  of  our 
species,  which  should  comprise  all  the 
important  facts,  within  a  moderate  com- 
pass, has  long  been  a  desideratum  with 
the  junior  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion. This  work  Mr.  Lawrence  has  hap- 
pily achieved.  There  were  already  eru- 
dite and  able  treatises  on  this  subject, 
but  from  their  great  bulk  and  cost,  as 
well  as  the  circumstance  that  they  are 
all  written  in  foreign  languages,  they  are 
inaccessible  to  a  vast  majority  of  students. 
Mr.  Lawrence,  recognized  by  his  country- 
men as  standing  high  in  the  first  rank  of 
his  profession,  and  more  advantageously 
known  as  a  comparative  anatomist,  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  than  other  English 
writers  of  the  present  day,  has  applied  his 
learning  and  talents  to  supply  this  defect. 
Being  in  a  great  measure  free  from  the  in- 
sular prejudices,  which  so  commonl}'  in- 
fect his  countrymen,  he  has  given  every 
question  which  occurs  an  impartial  and 
philosophical  consideration— he  has  drawn 
together  from  every  source  all  the  various 
information  which  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  subject,  and  arranged  the 
whole  systematically,  yet  without  being 
enslaved  to  a  system. 

To  the  medical  student  this  work  will 
be  invaluable,  being  the  only  text  book  in 
the  English  language  upon  a  portion  of 
his  studies  where  a  good  text  book  is  in- 
dispensable. To  the  geneial  scholar  it 
will  open  this  most  interesting  of  all 
branches  of  Natural  History — the  knowl- 
edge of  his  own  person,  and  the  habits  of 
his  race.  To  the  American  it  will  be 
doubly  dear,  from  the  free  spirit  it  every 
where  breathes,  and  the  admiration  so 
boldly  and  unequivocally  avowed  of  our 
republican  institutions. 

Salem,  Jan.  11,  1828. 


WEBSTER'S  CHEMISTRY. 

RICHARDSON  &  LORD  have  in  (he 
press  a  second  edition  of  V^'ebster's 
Manual  of  Chemistry,  with  additions  and 
improvements. 

Also — Chemical  Manipulation,  being 
instructions  to  students  in  Chemisiry  on 
the  methods  of  performing  experiments,  of 
demonstration  or  of  research,  with  accu- 
racy and  success.  By  Michaei,  Fara- 
day, F.R.S.  fcc.  Director  of  the  l-abors- 
tory  of  the  Royal  Institution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, See.  Sic.  With  additions  by  John 
W.  Webster,  M.D.  Erving  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Harvard  University. 

The  following  character  of  the  latter 
work  is  from  the  Philosophical  ftlagazina 
and  Annalsof  Philosophy  for  July.  "After 
a  very  careful  perusal  of  the  work,  we 
strenuously  recommend  it,  as  containing 
the  most  complete  and  excellent  instruc- 
tions for  conducting  chemical  experi- 
ments. There  are  few  persons,  however 
great  their  experience,  who  may  not  gain 
information  in  many  important  particu- 
lars ;  and  for  ourselves,  we  beg  most  un- 
equivocally to  acknowledge  that  we  have 
acquired  many  useful  and  important  hints, 
on  subjects  even  of  every  day  occur- 
rence." 

SURGICAL  INSTKUMENTS,  &c. 

SAMUEL  N.  BREWER  &  BROTH- 
ERS have  just  received,^  large  in- 
voice of  Surgical  I?} slrurtunts,  which  they 
will  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms  at 
their  Store, — Si°^n  of  the  Good  Samarilan, 
90  and  92,  Washini^ton  St..,  where  is  also 
for  sale  a  large  assortment  rif  Drugs,  Mtd- 
icines.  Chemical  and  Ebclrical .Apparalut, 
and  other  articles  that  are  usually  kept 
in  Druggists''  stores. 

\*  A  few  pounds  of  the  genuine  Lir- 
envort,  Hepatica  triloba,  for  consumptive 
complaints,  for  sale  as  above.         Iafl6t. 

NATHAN  JARVIS 

HAS  purchased  the  stock  of  Drugs 
ami  Medicines,  and  takep  the  store 
lately  kept  by  Mr.  Henry  White,  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  No.  188,  Washington 
Street,  and  he  hopes  by  constant  personal 
attention  at  aTl  hours  to  receive  the  pat- 
ronage which  has  formerly-been  given  to 
this  establishment.  6t. 

^pril  8. 
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I. 

Remarks  on  the  Uncertainty  of  the 
Doses  of  Medicines  when  regu- 
lated by  Drops. 

By  J.  Greely  Stevenson,  M.D. 

Exactness  in  the  exhibition  of 
minute  doses  of  medicines,  is  of 
the  first  importance.  When  these 
are  given  in  the  liquid  form,  they 
are  usually  measured  by  drops. 
Frequent  disappointments  in  the 
effect  of  remedies  thus  adminis- 
tered, led  me  to  examine  the  pro- 
portion which  drops  bear  to  the 
established  units  in  the  measure 
of  fluids,  or  minims.  For  great- 
er  convenience  in  explanation, 
the  fluidrachm,  of  the  capacity 
of  sixty  minims,  was  the  measure 
employed. 

As  the  results  were  unexpect- 
ed and  somewhat  surprising,  they 
may  be  worthy  of  being  commu- 
nicated to  you.  They  are  not 
uniform,  and  perhaps  might  not 
again  be  exactly  reached  on  a 
repetition  of  the  same  experi- 
ments. Indeed  the  only  conclu- 
sion to  be  drawn  from  them, 
10 


is  that  the  size  of  drops  is  in- 
determinate, and  that  remedies 
thus  administered  are  eiven 
in  unknown  and  varying  quan- 
tities. 

Six  phials  of  different  capacity, 
from  3  If  to  gi,  and  differing  in 
the  diameter  of  the  mouth,  in  the 
breadth  and  in  the  thickness  of  the 
lip,  were  employed.  They  were 
selected  of  this  size,  as  being 
most  like  those  ordinarily  in  use 
in  the  chambers  of  the  sick.  The 
experiments  were  made  with  six 
fluids  differing  in  specific  gravity 
and  in  viscidity.  The  following 
table  contains  the  results  of  the 
various  trials. 

Under  the  number  denoting  the 
phial  are  ranged  in  a  column  fig- 
ures showing  the  number  of  drops 
of  the  different  fluids,  which  were 
requisite  to  fill  the  measure  of  a 
fluidrachm.  When  two  numbers 
are  given  they  denote  the  drops 
thus  required,  when  made  to  fall 
from  different  sides  of  the  mouth 
of  the  same  phial.  The  temper- 
ature of  the  liquids  was  60  deg. 
Fahr. 


14G 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


The  number  of  drops  to 
the  fluidrachm,  of 

Phial 

311 

2. 

3ii 

3. 
3i. 

4. 
3vii. 

5. 
3iv. 

6. 

3iv. 

Water,  the  phial  i  full. 

66 

42-62 

31-35 

90 

66-71 

58-71 

Water,  phial  full. 

1^ 

35-66 

AA-bl 

75 

70 

62 

Spirit.  ^Etheris  Nitros. 

140 

95-144 

86 

137 

79-150 

107 

Tinct.  Carnph.  Opiat, 

132 

94-132 

82 

136 

75-143 

124 

Tinct.  Opii. 

120 

80-129 

76 

137 

109 

112 

Acet.  Opii. 

112 

95-114 

110-126 

112 

117-131 

123 

Liq.  Potass.  Arsenit. 

^2. 

44-56 

88-95 

90 

53-80 

93 

Lest  it  might  appear  that  phials 
of  uncommon  and  enormous  con- 
struction had  been  employed,  the 
three  last  mentioned  liquids  were 
dropped  out  of  the  phials  in  which 
they  were  furnished  by  the  apo- 
thecary, and  with  these  results  : 
62  drops  of  the  arsenical  solution 
were  necessary  to  fill  a  f3;  140 
drops  of  laudanum;  and  163  drops 
of  the  vinegar  of  opium. 

The  size  of  the  drops  did  not 
appear  to  depend  at  all  upon  the 
fulness  of  the  phial;  in  some  trials 
more  drops,  and  in  others  less, 
went  to  fill  the  f  3  from  a  full 
phial,  than  from  one  half  full. 

The  specific  gravity  of  the  li- 
quid greatly  controls  the  size  of 
its  drops  ;  while  in  the  trial  with 
phial  No.  1  the  f  3  contained  66 
drops  of  water,  and  63  of  the  ar- 
senical solution,  it  contained  140 
drops  of  the  spirit  of  nitrous 
ether.  And  in  phial  No.  5,  the 
numbers  were  70  of  water, ^^80  of 
arsenical  solution,  and  150  of  ni- 
trous ether. 

This  cause  of  difference  in  the 
size  of  drops,  and  in  the  doses  of 
powerful  remedies,  however,  as 
it  is  unvarying,  may  be  estimated, 


and  needs   not  to  afford  any  em- 
barrassment. 

The  greatest  source  of  discre- 
pancy is  undefined  and  immeasur- 
able; viz.  the  varieties,  often  mi-' 
nute  and  inappreciable,  in  the 
thickness  of  the  phial,  and  in  the 
breadth  and  form  of  its  !ip.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat  the  detail 
contained  in  the  table  above  :  it 
will  be  sufficient  to  adduce  the 
instance  of  laudanum.  While  one 
phial  yielded  76  drops  to  the  flu- 
idrachm, another  gave  137,  and  a 
third  140,  More  than  this, — in 
phial  No.  2,  the  laudanum,  drop- 
ped from  one  side  of  the  mouth, 
went  in  80  drops  to  the  f3.; 
while  the  same  quantity  issued  in 
129  drops  from  the  opposite  side. 
Now  a  f  3  of  laudanum  contains 
3|  grs.  of  opium  ;  a  prescription, 
therefore,  of  20  drops  may  at  one 
time  administer  0.53  of  a  gr.  of 
opium,  and  at  another  0.98  of  a  gr. 

When  it  is  considered  that 
these  facts  apply  also  to  the 
administration  of  prussic  acid,  of 
croton  oil,  and  other  remedies 
requiring  exactness  in  their  adapt- 
ation, one  must  be  sensible  how 
important  it  is  to  change  the  loose 
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method  of  raeasuring  by  drops, 
for  the  accurate  standard  of  the 
muiim  sflass. 


II. 

From  the  London  Med.  Repository. 

Remarks  on  the  Internal  Exhibition 
of  the  Jlcctate  of  Leud^  chiefly 
with  the  View  of  determining  to 
what  Extent  it  may  be  safely  ad- 
ministered in  the  Cure  of  Dis- 
eases, especially  in  Uterine  Hce- 
morrhages. 

By  William  Laidlaw,  Esq.,  Sur- 
geon. 

Very  opposite  opinions  are  enter- 
tained by  individuals,  equally  dis- 
tinguished for  their  candor  and 
erudition,  relative  to  the  internal 
administration  of  the  acetate  of 
lead  ;  some  considering  such  use 
of  it  as  a  display  of  unqualified 
rashness,  while  others  conceive  it 
to  be  an  invaluable  remedy  in 
many  dangerous  diseases;  and  that 
its  prudent  exhibition  is  not  only 
justifiable,  but  highly  laudable. 

That  the  incautious  use  of  the 
acetate  of  lead  will  produce  de- 
leterious effects,  would  be  equal- 
ly idle  and  uncandid  to  deny.  The 
noted  colica  pictonum,  the  scourge 
of  so  many,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  was,  at  one  time,  indeed, 
attributed  to  other  causes  ;  but 
ever  since  the  interesting  investi- 
gations of  Sir  George  Baker  on 
the  subject,  it  has  been  universal- 
ly allowed  to  be  the  effect  of  its 
gradual  introduction  into  the  sys- 
tem ;  and,  perhaps,  it  is  this  in- 
controvertible fact  that  has  pre- 
judiced so  many  against  this  inva- 
luable remedy.  But  the  produc- 
tion of  so  baneful  a  complaint,  by 
the  gradual  introduction  of  this 
salt  into  the  system,  is  not  a  con- 
clusive   proof,    or   rather    is    no 


proof  at  all,  that  its  judicious  use 
may  not  effect  salutary  results. 

Were  this  not  admitted,  then 
arsenic,  the  oxymuriate  of  mer- 
cury, and  many  other  articles  of 
the  materia  medica,  with  equal, 
nay,  with  greater  propriety, 
might  be  discarded. 

Agreeing,  then,  with  those  who 
conceive  that  the  judicious  exhi- 
bition of  this  remedy  is  not  only 
justifiable,  but  highly  praisewor- 
thy, the  question  to  determine 
will  be,  what  is  the  judicious  use 
of  it  ? 

By  its  judicious  use,  I  under- 
stand the  administration  of  it  in 
such  quantities  as  shall  most 
speedily,  and  therefore,  most 
safely,  cure  the  disease  for  which 
it  is  employed. 

I  have  said  most  speedily,  and 
therefore  most  safely,  because  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  latter  ob- 
ject will  be  attained  in  the  pro- 
portion that  the  former  is  accom- 
plished. Paralysis  and  convul- 
sions, which  are  sometimes  the 
effects  of  the  insidious  introduc- 
tion of  this  salt,  will,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, be  most  dreaded  in  its  in- 
ternal exhibition  ;  and  colica  pic- 
tonum, its  more  usual  attendant, 
classed,  in  point  of  importance, 
only  as  second  to  these  ;  because 
the  latter  is  much  more  under  the 
control  of  the  healing  art  than  the 
former.  But  the  administration 
of  it  in  small  doses,  such  as  half  a 
grain,  in  uterine  haemorrhage, 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  propor- 
tion best  calculated,  most  speedi- 
ly, to  effect  a  cure.  And  as  such 
a  mode  of  exhibition,  from  the 
slow  operation  on  the  disease,  will 
ultimately  require  a  greater  quan- 
tity to  be  used  than  if  the  doses 
had  been  larger,  so  it  resembles 
more  the  insidious  manner  of  its 
introduction  in  manufactories,  afid 
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by  food,  by  which  (hose  effects 
most  to  be  dreaded,  paralysis  and 
convulsions,  are  produced.  It 
cannot,  therefore,  be  the  most 
safe  or  judicious  mode  of  its  ex- 
hibition. 

Some  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, perhaps,  may  be  obtained, 
by  observing  the  effects  produced 
by  certain  quantities  on  the  ani- 
mal economy.  From  the  experi- 
ments of  Orfila  it  appears  that 
from  one  to  three  grains  of  the 
acetate  of  lead  have  been  fre- 
quently injected  into  the  jugular 
veins  of  several  weak  and  middle 
sized  dogs,  without  their  having 
appeared  to  be  incommoded  by 
it.*  And  judging  from  analogy 
that  medicine  produce;:  nearly  the 
same  effects  on  animals  as  on  man, 
we  seem  to  be  justified  in  employ- 
ing similar  quantities,  in  the  cure 
of  diseases.  In  these  experiments, 
however,  it  was  directly  intro- 
duced into  the  circulation,  where- 
as, in  the  cure  of  diseases,  the 
circulation  is  only  indirectly  af- 
fected, and  will  therefore  re- 
quire, to  produce  similar  effects, 
a  proportionally  greater  quantity. 
But  what  this  quantity  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  does  not,  from  these  expe- 
riments, clearly  appear. 

Examples,  it  is  true,  are  given 
of  larger  quantities  having  been 
introduced  into  the  stomach,  even 
to  the  extent  of  a  drachm  and  a 
half  in  the  solid, f  and  to  a  whole 
ounce  in  the  liquid  form,|  without 
material  injury  having  been  sus- 
tained. But  as  both  the  animals 
immediately  vomited,  the  experi- 
ments do  not  show  what  the  result 
would  have  been,  had  these  quan- 
tities been  retained.     This,  how- 

*  Vol.  II.  Experiment  1st,  p.  461. 

t  Ibid.  Kxperiment  1st,  p.  464. 

i  Vide  bii  Toxicology.  Vol.  1.  p.  460. 


ever,  from  the  known  effects  of 
the  salt,  was  not  to  be  expecte  I. 
To  ascertain  the  quantities  which 
could  be  received  and  retained  in 
the  stomach,  and  to  oljserve  ihe 
subsequent  effects  of  them  on  the 
animal  economy,  do  not  indeed 
appear  to  have  been  the  objects 
of  the  experimenter  ;  but  rather 
to  determine  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  injuries  sustained  by  ihe 
operation  of  excessive  quantities, 
with  the  view  of  adopting  the 
most  elficacious  remedies,  whe- 
ther these  quantities  had  been 
taken  by  accident  or  design. 

Valuable,  then,  as  these  expe- 
riments are,  for  having  unfolded 
sotne  of  the  effects  produced  by 
the  internal  exhibition  of  this  salt, 
yet  we  are  still  left  to  inquire, 
what  quantity  is  the  most  fit  for, 
most  speedily,  and  therefore  most 
safely,  curing  diseases. 

At  the  Western  Dispensary,  for 
the  complaints  of  women  and  chil- 
dren, I  have  often  seen  Dr.  Henry 
Davies  successfully  employ  it,  in 
cases  of  uterine  haemorrhage,  in 
doses  of  two  grains,  combined 
with  opium,  to  be  taken  every 
third  or  fourth  hour,  till  the  com- 
plaint was  removed,  or  unfavora- 
ble symptoms  from  its  use  in- 
duced. In  the  same  complaint, 
and  in  similar  doses,  I  have  given 
it  to  the  extent  often  grains  daily, 
for  four  successive  days.  This, 
however,  was  not  done  without 
great  anxiety,  and  close  attention 
to  its  effects.  No  unpleasant 
sensation  having  been  complained 
of,  and  no  deleterious  symptom 
having  made  its  appearance,  the 
case,  from  the  patient  not  having 
been  able  to  comply  with  the  in- 
junctions to  rest,  required  the  re- 
medy, though  reluctantly,  yet,  as 
it  ultimately  proved,  safely,  to  be 
pushed  thus  far.     Although,  when 
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patients  are  in  circumstances 
which  render  compliance  with  the 
almost  indispensable  requisites, 
rest  and  quiet,  easy,  it  is  rare 
that  more  tlian  one  half  of  the 
above  quantity  is  ever  necessary; 
yet  even  with  them,  in  extreme 
cases,  it  may  occasionally  happen 
that  the  remedy  must  either  be 
pushed  farther  than  forty  grains, 
or  abandoned  in  despair,  as  inca- 
pable of  removing  the  malady. 

In  such  cases  it  becomes  a 
question  of  moment,  satisfactorily 
to  determine,  whether  it  be  real- 
ly justifiable  thus  to  proceed 
without  being  aware  of  what  the 
ultimate  consequences  may  be. 
This  question  I  was  anxious  to  set 
at  rest.  On  the  one  hand,  from 
the  extent  to  which  it  had  been 
carried,  without  having  other  than 
salutary  results,  inclined  me  to 
believe  that  it  might  be  safely 
extended  still  farther;  but,  on  the 
other,  I  was  not  aware  of  any  ex- 
ample of  its  having  been  employ- 
ed in  a  greater  quantity,  or  even 
to  the  same  extent. 

Were  we  to  remain  satisfied 
that  the  healing  virtues  of  this  re- 
medy had  been  absolutely  deve- 
loped by  the  exient  to  which  it 
has  been  carried  ?  I  was  much 
disinclined  to  accede  to  this  sup- 
position. But  the  circumstance 
of  there  being  no  example,  at 
least  known  to  me — and  all  are 
aware  with  what  tenderness  vir- 
gin ground  requires  to  be  trodden 
— started  up,  in  formidable  array 
before  me,  the  phantoms,  paraly- 
sis, convulsions,  colica,  and  per- 
haps even  death,  as  the  possible, 
if  not  the  probable,  result  of  go- 
ing forward.  The  probability  of 
one,  or  of  all  these  circumstances 
happening,  was,  however,  objec- 
tionable, chiefly  on  the  supposition 
that  they  occurred  in  the  persons 


of  those  whose  health  and  safety 
we  are  engaged  and  bound  to  pre- 
serve to  the  utmost  of  our  skill, 
without  the  risk  of  danger.  To 
obviate  this  objection,  I  prepared 
for  myself  the  following  prescrip- 
tion, which  I  purposed  to  continue 
till  the  occurrence  of  circum- 
stances which  might  indicate  tho 
contrary  : 

R.  Plumbi  Superacetatis,  3j. 

Opii,  gr.  viii. 

Extract!  Gentiana?,  3j. 

Acidi  Acetici  dil.  q.  s. 

Subige  in  massam  dividendam  in 
pululas  octodecim  aequales,  e 
quibus,  ter  quotidie,  una  sunia- 
tur. 

Sept.  12th.  When  the  taking 
of  these  pills  was  commenced  the 
health  was  perfect,  and  no  devia- 
tion from  this  state  was  observed 
till  the  evening  of  the  14th,  when 
the  pulse  was  found  somewhat 
slower,  and  a  metallic  taste  in 
the  mouth. 

16th.  The  last  two  pills  on  the 
14th  were  taken  within  two  hours; 
no  unpleasant  effects  have  been 
experienced  from  that  circum- 
stance ;  pulse,  whilst  in  bed,  six- 
ty, and  indistinct ;  after  exercise, 
sixty-four,  and  more  distinct;  me- 
tallic taste  stronger,  with  some 
tenderness  of  the  gums  ;  but  hav- 
ing been  engaged  for  some  days  in 
putting  up  preparations  in  a  solu- 
tion of  the  muriate  of  mercury, 
am  in  doubt  whether  the  tender- 
ness of  the  gums  is  to  be  attribut- 
ed to  this  circumstance  or  to  the 
acetate  of  lead.  Forty  grains 
having  now  been  taken,  the  last 
seven  within  two  hours  of  each 
other,  without  any  other  percep- 
tible inconvenience  having  been 
produced  than  a  metallic  taste, 
and  peihaps  some  tenderness  of 
the  gums  and  constipation  ;  it  was 
now   wished  to  ascertain  the  ef- 
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feet  of  a  larger  dose  ;  ten  grains 
were  therefore  taken  at  once  : 
immediately  after,  slight  pain  of 
the  stomach  and  nausea  were  felt; 
pulse  fifty-eight,  and  weak. 

17th.  Hora  septima,  A.  M. 
Pain  of  the  stomach  and  nausea 
did  not  increase  after  last  report; 
sleep  much  disturbed  from 
dreams  ;  pulse  whilst  in  bed  fifty, 
and  so  indistinct  that  it  was  count- 
ed with  difliculty  ;  no  stool  since 
the  12th;  urine  diminished,  and 
high  colored  ;  some  inconvenience 
experienced  from  weakness,  es- 
pecially at  the  knees. 

Hora  octava,  P.  M.  Was  awoke 
at  this  hour  with  severe  and  unre- 
mitting pain  of  the  stomach  and 
nausea  ;  vomiting  suppressed  with 
difficulty.  Immediately  took  three 
drachms  of  the  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia in  solution  ;  pain  instantane- 
ously much  relieved  ;  shortly  af- 
ter went  to  sleep ;  awoke  at  se- 
ven, and  found  the  pain  entirely 
gone;  repeated  a  similar  quantity 
of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia;  pulse 
sixty,  weak  but  distinct;  weakness 
of  the  knees  somewhat  diminished; 
urine  more  free,  of  a  dark  olive 
color,  and  sweetish. 

The  pain  did  not  return,  and 
without  further  assistance  from 
medicine,  in  a  few  days,  I  had 
perfectly  recovered  from  every 
unpleasant  sensation.  When  the 
experiment  was  commenced,  pa- 
ralysis and  convulsions,  which  are 
the  severest,  but  rather  the  acci- 
dental than  the  usual  effects  of 
the  introduction  of  this  salt  into 
the  system,  were  not  much  dread- 
ed; but  it  certainly  was  expected 
that  I  should  have  been  able  to 
have  continued  it  until  colica  was 
induced.  The  interruption  which 
prevented  this  effect,  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  must  be 
attributed  to  the  last  dose,   ten 


grains.  I  shall,  however,  shortly 
resume  the  experiment,  and  hope, 
by  continuing  the  three-grain 
doses,  to  be  able,  by  the  result, 
to  ascertain  not  only  the  most  ap- 
propriate quantity  for  a  dose,  but 
also  the  extent  to  which  it  may 
be  safely  given  for  the  cure  of 
diseases,  without  the  hazard  of 
inducing  others. 

In  the  meantime,  it  is  presum- 
ed, it  will  be  deemed  allowable, 
from  this  experiment,  to  infer 
that  the  acetate  of  lead,  combined 
with  opium,  may  be  given  in  fully 
three-grain  doses,  to  the  extent  of 
ten  grains  for  five  days  succes- 
sively, without  danger  of  inducing 
colica  pictonum. 

This  much,  I  think,  may  be 
safely  asserted,  both  as  to  the 
mode  of  its  exhibition  and  ulti- 
mate extent.  Because,  although 
uneasiness  was  experienced,  yet 
that  uneasiness  was,  unequivocal- 
ly, not  colica,  but  gastrodynia, 
and  it  is  presumed,  was  evidently 
referrible,  not  to  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  acetate  of  lead  ta- 
ken, but  to  the  excess  of  the  last 
dose;  not  to  the  specific  effect,  as 
colica  is  presumed  to  be,  but  to 
the  styptic  quality  of  the  salt. 
The  sensation,  excepting  the  nau- 
sea, precisely  resembled  in  kind, 
though  much  greater  in  degree, 
what  I  have  often  experienced 
from  eating  acid  fruit,  such  as 
sour  plums.  That  the  pain  arose 
from  the  styptic  quality  of  the 
salt,  appears  to  be  corroborated 
by  the  instantaneous  relief  obtain- 
ed, as  I  conceive,  from  the  de- 
composition effected  in  the  sto- 
mach by  the  sulphate  of  magne- 
sia. Besides,  in  colica  pictonum 
all  kinds  of  ingesta,  for  the  most 
part,  increase  the  pains,  and  the 
disease  recjuires  days,  if  not  weeks 
to  be  subdued  ;  but  the  removal 
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of  the  pain  in  the  experiment  was 
almost  instantaneous. 

No  perceptible  inconvenience 
was  felt  as  long  as  the  doses, 
which  were  somewhat  more  than 
three  grains,  were  continued  as 
at  the  commencement,  and  only 
slight  nausea  when  two  of  them 
were  taken  within  two  hours  ; 
from  which  it  may  be  presumed 
that,  in  severe  cases  of  uterine 
haemorrhage,  such  doses  may  be 
given  every  second  or  third  hour, 
until  the  discharge  is  suppressed, 
nausea  induced,  or  fifty  grains 
taken. 

Of  the  influence  of  this  salt  on 
the  animal  economy,  that  on  the 
circulation  appears  most  worthy 
of  attention.  The  pulse,  at  the 
termination  of  the  experiment, 
was  as  slow  as  fifty  pulsations  in 
a  minute.  It  was  observed  to  be 
similarly  affected  in  four  of  the 
six  cases  of  colica  pictonum  quot- 
ed by  M.  Orfila  from  the  disser- 
tation of  M.  Merat.*  In  one  of 
those  cases  it  was  so  slow  as  to 
give  only  forty  pulsations  in  a  mi- 
nute. This  sedative  property  is 
particularly  valuable  in  haemor- 
rhage, by  diminishing  generally 
the  irritability  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem, and  especially  that  of  the 
affected  part,  and,  consequently, 
the  impetus  of  the  circulation,  to 
some  extent.  To  obtain  this  ef- 
fect, rest  and  quiet  must  be 
strictly  maintained,  for  even  by 
gentle  exercise  the  pulse  rose 
from  four  to  ten  pulsations  in  a 
minute. 

But  as  a  valuable  remedy  in 
haemorrhage,  not  only  are  its  se- 
dative properties  to  be  consider- 
ed, its  decisive  astringent  quali- 
ties are  also  to  be  taken  into  view. 
These  seem  to  operate,  not  only 

*  Vide  Toxicology,  Vol.  1.  p.  466  to  473. 


when  immediately  applied  to  the 
affected  part,  but  also  nearly  with 
equal  success,  when  extended  by 
sympathetic  action.  These  were 
in  some  degree  evinced  in  the  ex- 
periment, by  the  diminished  se- 
cretion of  urine,  and  the  consti- 
pating effect  on  the  bowels.  But 
more  decisively  have  they  beea 
marked  in  some  cases  which  I  shall 
hereafter  record,  where  the  sup- 
pression of  the  discharges  was  dis- 
tinctly and  unequivocally  referri- 
ble  to  their  operation.  The  vast 
superiority  of  this  medicine,  to 
every  one  of  its  class,  appears  to 
depend,  not  on  either  of  the  above 
properties  taken  separately,  but 
on  their  conjoint  action,  and  that 
too  in  a  way  peculiar  to  itself  ;  for 
the  combination  of  sedatives  and 
other  astringents  is  not  found  to 
produce  similar  effects.  In  a  se- 
vere case  of  haematemesis  where 
this  was  tried,  no  perceptible 
impression  had  been  made  in 
checking  the  malady  ;  but  the 
operation  of  this  invaluable  reme- 
dy was  conspicuously  decisive. 
The  vomiting  never  returned  af- 
ter the  first  dose.  It  is  also,  per- 
haps, to  the  conjoint  operation  of 
the  sedative  and  astringent  pro- 
perties of  this  medicine,  that  ver- 
tigo, in  another  case,  was  re- 
moved at  the  same  time  that  the 
haemorrhage  was  suppressed.  And 
to  the  same  I  attribute  its  valua- 
ble results  in  all  diseases  where 
it  is  an  object  of  importance  to 
suppress  either  haemorrhages  or 
increased  secretion,  such  as  hap- 
pen in  Epistaxis,  Haemoptysis, 
Hsematemesis,  Haemorrhagia  Pur- 
pura, Haemorrhois  fluens,  Menor- 
rhagia, Heematuria,  Leucorrhoea, 
Gonorrhoea,  Diarrhoea,  and  Dy- 
senteria. 

In  its  exhibition    it  is    indispen- 
sable that  it  should  be  in  all  caseg 
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combined  with  opium.  The  pro- 
portion of  opium  requisite  will, 
necessarily,  vary  according  to  the 
peculiarities  of  the  constitution 
of  those  to  whom  the  salt  is  to  be 
administered.  In  general,  how- 
ever, one  of  opium  to  eight  of  the 
salt  will  be  found  sufficient  to 
prevent  griping.  If  that  be  in- 
adequate, it  must  be  gradually 
increased,  until  the  inconvenience 
is  obviated. 

Perhaps  crumb  of  bread  makes 
the  best  pill  mass,  or  equal  parts 
of  that  and  extract  of  gentian, 
with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  dis- 
tilled vinegar  or  water.  As  sugar 
partially  decomposes  it,  neither 
conserves  nor  syrups  are  proper 
for  the  formation  of  pills.  As  it 
is  very  easily  decomposed,  to  in- 
sure its  proper  effect,  it  is  of  im- 
portance, during  its  exhibition, 
carefully  to  avoid,  not  only  the 
alkalies,  neutral  salts,  and  mine- 
ral acids,  which  decompose  it  ra- 
pidly, but  also  the  alkaline  earths, 
and  their  carbonates,  which,  al- 
though they  do  not  produce  that 
effect  so  entirely,  yet  diminish  its 
properties  so  materially  as  greatly 
to  vary  its  results.  Broths  also 
decompose  it,  and  likewise  porter. 
But  what  ought  particularly  to  be 
remembered,  as  most  likely  to  be 
overlooked,  is,  that  the  same  ef- 
fect is  produced  by  a  strong  infu- 
sion of  tea.  Wine  does  not  affect 
it  with  the  exception  of  Burgun- 
dy. But  so  much  is  it  disturbed 
by  a  variety  of  other  articles  of 
food,  that  I  always  order  it,  if 
possible,  to  be  taken  equi-distant 
from  meals.  If  the  stomach  can 
bear  it,  a  wine-glassful  of  equal 
parts  of  distilled  vinegar  and  wa- 
ter, half  an  hour  after  each  dose, 
will  render  its  eflects  more  cer- 
tain. 

As  the  design  of  this  paper  is 


not  to  give  a  history  of  the  salt, 
it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to 
enumerate  every  unpleasant 
symptom  that  might,  accident- 
ally, by  its  exhibition  be  induced: 
with  these,  it  is  presumed,  your 
readers  are  sufficiently  acquaint- 
ed. Colica  pictonum  almost  ex- 
clusively, and  that  too  in  general 
terms,  has  been  referred  to  as  its 
most  usual  attendant.  Whilst, 
therefore,  no  unpleasant  sensation 
during  the  exhibition  is  to  be  neg- 
lected, yet  the  chief  care  is  to  be 
directed  against  the  inducing  of 
this  complaint,  the  principal 
symptoms  of  which  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  Gripes,  more  or  less  se- 
vere, affecting  the  abdomen  gene- 
rally, but  at  length  they  come  on 
in  fits,  and  are  then  referrible  to 
the  course  of  the  colon,  chiefly  to 
its  transverse  portion,  with  such 
a  degree  of  intensity  as  to  be  al- 
most insupportable.  Should  such 
symptoms,  on  any  occasion,  unfor- 
tunately supervene  after  the  ex- 
hibition of  this  medicine,  the  most 
effectual  remedy  appears  to  be 
the  free  administration  of  the  sul- 
phate of  magnesia,  and  opium  in 
the  form  of  pills.  Let  the  bowels 
be  freely  opened  with  this  salt, 
and  from  one  to  three  grains  of 
the  opium  given,  according  as  the 
degree  of  pain  may  require. 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Treatment  of  Croup. 
The  following  remarks  on  the 
treatment  of  Croup  are  extracted 
from  a  late  edition  of  Laeunec  on 
the  Diseases  of  the  Broncliia.  Some 
physicians  no  doubt  would  disagree 
with  him  in  his  opinion  of  the  source 
of  the  principal  danger  in  this  dis- 
ease, and    not  many    will  learn  from 
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him  any  new   views.     It  is  interest-  mities,  than  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

ing,  however,  to  become   acquainted  disease.      Good  effects   have,  ne- 

with  the  resuhs  at   which   so  distin-  verlheless,    been    obtained   from 

guished  a  pathologist  liad  arrived  on  the    application    of    a    cataplasm 

*•         ,17  wetted  with  muriatic   acid  to  the 

this  snbject.-ED.  anterior  part  of  the  larynx.     All 

"  If  croup  is  not   accompanied  practitioners  who  have  had  occa- 

by    a    strongly    marked    asthenic  sion  to  see  a  good  deal  of  this  dis- 

diathesis,   or   does    not    occur    in  ease,  will  readily  admit  that  these 

very  young  infants,  the  treatment  measures,  although    very  rational 

ought  to    commence  with  one  or  and  conformable  to   the  results  of 

two   bleedings    from  the   arm   or  experience    in   the   treatment   of 

foot.     In  doubtful  cases,  it  would  inflammatory  diseases  in  general, 

seem    preferable   rather  to  omit  are  nevertheless  rarely  sulhcient, 

bleeding  than  to  destroy,  by  inju-  and  that  very  few  well-character- 

dicious  depletion,  the  powers  re-  ized   cases  have  yielded    to  tlieir 

quisite  for  the  separation  and  ex-  influence.       Others    have    conse- 

cretion  of  the   false    membrane,  quenlly  been  had   recourse  to.     I 

Bloodletting,    indeed,  in   this,  as  shall  here  notice  those  only  which 

in  all  other   diseases  which  have  have  been  found    decidedly  bene- 

reached  the  period  of  suppuration,  ficial.     Of  this  kind  are  emetics, 

is   rather    a  preventive  of  future  repeated   daily,  or   even  twice  a 

mischief  than  a  measure  likely  to  day.     They  evidently  accelerate 

lessen  that  which  already    exists,  the  separation  of  the  adventitious 

And,  in  fact,  in   the  case  in  ques-  membrane,  and    favor    its   expul- 

tion,  the  danger  arises   much  less  sion.        However,   valuable    tbis 

from  the    inflammation  than  from  treatment   may   be, — and  I   have 

the    mechanical   ol)stacle   to    the  myself  obtained    cures    which    I 

respiration  occasioned  by  the  false  could  attribute  to  it  alone, — it  is 

membrane.     In  children,  leeches  no  don'^t  too  true  thai  the  greater 

to    the  throat,  repeated   more  or  number  of  cases  still  prove  fatal, 

less   frequently   according  to  the  even  when    it    is   called   in  to  aid 

strength   of  the   patient   and  the  the  means  already  detailed.     The 

severity  of  the  disease,  may   ad-  internal  use  of  hydro-sulphuret  of 

vantageously    take    the   place    of  potass    was,    some    years    since, 

venesection  ;  and,  in  adults,  their  cried   up  as   a  sort  of  specific  in 

repeated  application  may  be  use-  croup.     It  is  one  of  the   ancient 

ful    after    general     bleeding    has  family  of  the  alkaline  resolvents, 

been  had  recourse  to.     Leeches  by  which  the  chemical  physicians, 

have  the  advantage  of  producing,  followers  of   Sylvius  of  Leyden, 

in  addition  to  the  unloading  of  the  proposed  to  correct  the  too  great 

capillaries  in  the   vicinity  of  the  plasticity  or  viscidity  of  the  fluids, 

affected  part,  a  sort  of  local  erup-  and  even    to  dissolve    concretions 

tion,     which     unquestionably     is  already   formed.     I   have   before 

beneficial  as  a  derivative.      0th-  spoken  of  this  alkaline  treatment. 

er   derivatives,  however,  and  of  In  the  present  case  it  is  sufficient 

the  most  energetic  kind,  must  be  to  remark,  that  its  effects  are  too 

put    in    requisition,    particularly  slow  to  be  of  any  use  in  a  disease 

blisters    and    sinapisms.       These  of  such  rapid  progress   as  croup. 

are,  in  general,  more  advantage-  In  small    quantity,  its   effects  are 

ously  applied  to  the  lower  extre-  insignificant ;    and,    in  larger  and 
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more  repeated  doses,  it  must  be 
more  injurious  as  an  irritating,  ac- 
rid, and  almost  caustic  substance, 
than  it  can  be  beneficial  as  an  al- 
kaline remedy.  Pretty  numerous 
successful  results  have  been  ob- 
tained from  mercurial  frictions, 
exhibited  in  such  doses  as  speedi- 
ly to  produce  salivation  ;  and,  in 
the  actual  state  of  the  science,  I 
think  no  prudent  practitioner 
ought  to  neglect  this  method, 
conjointly  with  bloodletting  and 
emetics.  The  efficacy  of  this 
practice,  even  in  a  very  striking 
degree,  cannot  be  questioned  in 
many  other  inflammatory  diseases, 
particularly  hepatitis  and  perito- 
nitis. Still  the  success  of  even 
the  mercurial  treatment  is  not 
sufficiently  great  to  hinder  us  from 
looking  for  other  means  ;  and  if  I 
had  had  occasion  to  treat  this  dis- 
ease since  I  have  experienced  the 
efficacy  of  tartar  emetic  in  large 
doses  in  many  inflammatory  dis- 
eases, I  would  certainly  have  had 
recourse  to  it  with  considerable 
confidence." 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  22,  1828. 

BOSTON     MEDICAL    DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  March,  1828. 

The  beginning  of  the  month  was 
cold  and  chilly,  with  some  rain  and 
snow.  On  the  yth  the  weather  be- 
came warm,  and  so  continued,  though 
interrupted  by  a  violent  snow  storm 
on  the  15th,  till  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  storm  of  the  Ijtli  was  succeed- 
ed by  many  days  of  clear,  warm, 
June-like  weather.  The  nights  suc- 
ceeding warm  days  were  very  cliilly 
and  cold. 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole   number   of  cases,  93. 

Abortus            -         -  1 

Arthrosia  acuta         -  2 

du.       chronica   -  1 


Bex  convulsiva 

- 

4 

Catarrhus  communis 

6 

Colica     - 

- 

(^ontusio 

- 

Delirium  tremens 

- 

Diarrhoea 

- 

Dyspepsia 
Enteritis 

- 

Epilepsia 
Helminthia 

- 

Hepatitis  chronica 

- 

Hysteria 

- 

Lichen  circumscriptus 

Lues  syphilodes 

- 

Odontia  dentitionis 

- 

Paramenia  difficilis 

- 

do.        obstructionis 

do.       superHua 

Paristhmitis  tonsillaris 

Parturition 

- 

Paruria  stillititia 

- 

Phlegmone 
Phthisis   - 

- 

Pleuritis 

- 

Pneumonitis  vera 

- 

18 

do,          notha 

- 

Porrigo  galeata 

- 

Prurigo    - 

. 

Psoriasis  gyrata 

- 

llhegraa  ligaraentare 

Stremma 

- 

Typhus 
Ulcus 

- 

Vaccinia 

- 

10 

Varicella 

- 

1 

Of 


Excepting  the  10  cases  of  vacci- 
nia and  2  of  parturition,  the  remain- 
ing patients  were  of  males  31,  of  fe- 
males 50.  23  cases  were  under  6 
years  of  age,  11  between  6  and  21 
years,  and  47  adults. 

42  cases  were  of  acute  bronchial 
or  thoracic  disease  :  of  these  14  were 
under  6  years  of  age. 

The  cases  of  pleuritis  occurred 
only  among  adults,  and  were  gene- 
rally of  a  severe  character.  Deple- 
tion was  freely  cmploj-ed,  and  v/ith 
success  in  all  but  one  case.  This 
was  a  man  aet.  28,  addicted  to  an  ex- 
cessive use  of  ardent  spirits.  He 
had  been  con)plaining  three  or  four 
days  before  I  saw  him  on  March 
26th.  Pulse  was  1 10  and  hard,  res- 
piration hurried  and  painful,  skin  dry 
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and  hot.  He  was  bled  20  ounces 
with  apparent  relief;  a  cathartic 
was  ordered  and  a  blister  applied  to 
the  side.  27th.  Pulse  reduced  to 
84,  full  and  little  hardness;  cathartic 
operated  well  ;  blister  produced  but 
slight  vesication  ;  alterative  doses  of 
calomel  and  antimony  were  given. 
28th.  Has  passed  a  very  restless 
night ;  pulse  120,  feeble  and  irregu- 
lar ;  tremor  and  delirium  ;  respiration 
hurried  ;  the  body  is  covered  with  a 
thick  clammy  sweat ;  patient  is  pick- 
ing at  the  bed  clothes.  He  remained 
in  this  state  until  afternoon,  when 
spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  fol- 
lowed, a  sardonic  l?ugh  was  on  the 
countenance,  and  at  10,  P.  M.  he 
died.  An  examination  was  refused. 
Of  the  cases  of  pneumonitis,  6 
were  of  adults,  7  of  children  between 
4  and  11  years,  and  5  under  4  years 
of  age.  The  cases  among  adults 
were  severe ;  antimony  was  given 
from  4  to  6  grains  a  day  in  divided 
doses,  and  free  vesication  employed. 
Among  children  the  pulmonary 
symptoms  were  not  in  proportion  to 
the  general  symptoms  of  fever.  In 
some  cases  there  was  considerable 
stupor,  great  pain  in  the  head  and 
sluggishness  of  the  bowels  ;  cathartics 
were  freely  employed  and  evidently 
with  advantage.  Two  cases  proved 
fatal ;  one  a  female,  set.  24,  of  intem- 
perate habits,  and  in  whom  the  dis- 
ease followed  exposure,  during  con- 
valescence, from  a  slight  febrile  at- 
tack. The  other  was  a  feeble  child, 
aged  15  days,  in  whom  the  cough 
manifested  itself  within  24  hours  af- 
ter birth.  On  examination  15  hours 
after  death,  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  lungs  was  found  considerably  in- 
flamed, and  in  the  smaller  bronchial 
ramifications  there  was  muco-puru- 
lent  matter.  The  parenchyma  of 
the  lungs  was  dense  and  crepitated 
but  little  when  divided.  Slight  traces 
of  inflammation  were  seen  on  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach 
and  small  intestines.  The  pericar- 
dium contained  about  an  ounce  of 
fluid.  / 


Four  cases  of  bex  convulsiva  have 
come  under  treatn)t;nt.  This  disease 
is  at  present  quite  prevalent  in  the 
northern  section  of  the  city.  Some 
cases  of  emp.  parotitis  have  been 
seen  of  a  mild  character  and  re- 
quiring no  medical  treatment. 

The  patient  with  typhus  was  a  man 
aet,  23,  by  profession  a  cooper  ;  he 
had  followed  his  business  until  within 
a  few  days  before  coming  under 
treatment.  I  saw  him  JMarch  12th. 
He  had  felt  lassitude  for  a  few  days 
previous  ;  he  had  slight  cough  ;  pulse 
rapid,  but  not  hard  ;  t(jngue  had  a 
whitish  coat  ;  bowels  costive,  w.ith 
some  pain  on  pressure  ;  countenance 
anxious  and  sallow.  A  cathartic  was 
ordered,  to  be  followed  by  an  active 
enema.  13th.  Cathartic  operated 
but  once.  Bowels  swollen  and  pain- 
ful on  pressure  ;  cough  slight  ;  great 
thirst  ;  pulse  small  and  rapid. 
R.  Hyd.  Submur.  gr.  vili. 
to  be  followed  in  three  hours  with  cas- 
tor oil  ; — fomentations  to  the  bowels. 
14th.  Has  coughed  up  during  the 
night  about  5  ounces  of  a  thick  puru- 
lent matter  ; — had  one  dejection  af- 
ter taking  the  oil  ;  pain  and  swelling 
in  the  bowels  diminished  ;  respiration 
laborious.  Applied  a  blister  to  the 
sternum  and  continued  fomentations, 
loth.  Is  comatose,  and  gives  no  re- 
plies to  questions  ;  tongue  dry  and 
black  ;  teeth  fuliginous  ;  no  expecto- 
ration since  yesterday.  A  blister 
was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck, 
and  sinapisms  to  the  extremities. 
l6th.  Coma  slightly  diminished  ;  an- 
swers questions  when  put  in  a  loud 
voice ;  tongue  parched  ;  teeth  and 
gums  covered  with  a  thick  foul  secre- 
tion ;  pulse  rapid  and  small  ;  bowels 
painful  and  swollen  ;  feet  drawn  up 
and  thighs  bent  towards  the  abdo- 
men. A  blister  was  applied  to  the 
forehead,  and  tinct.  canth.  fort,  rub- 
bed upon  the  head. 

R..    Hyd.  Submur.  gr.  iv. 
every   four   hours   and   continue  fo- 
mentations.      17th.     As    yesterday. 
Has    had    no    evacuation    from    the 
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bowels  since  the    14tli.     Powders  to  former  for  an  extent  of  two  or  three 

be   continued    and   simple    enemata  inches   were   very   much   thickened, 

every   two    hours;     wine    whey    for  and    in  a  slate    of  ulceration.     The 

drink.      11,  P.M.     Has  had    no  eva-  diameter    was    so    much    diminished 

cuation  ;    enemata    jjave   been  f^iven  that   the   handle  of  the   scalpel    was 

and    retained  ;    they    were   given  as  passed    through    the    stricture     with 

bf'fore,  until  4,  A. IM.  and  no  dejection  somedifficuhy.     The  large  intestines 

fdlhiwed.     Patient  died    on  the  ISth  were  perfectly  empty,  and  exhibited 

at  6,  A.M.  no  traces  of  inflammation.     Another 

I  examined  the  body  six  hours  af-  stricture  was  found  in  liie  arch  of  the 

ler  denih,  in  presence  of  Drs.    Ware  colon,  but  no  thickening  of  the  coats, 

and  Whittemore.       The  meninges  of  Liver  was  enlarged  and  gorged  with 

the  brain  were  of  the  natural   color;  blood,  which    followed    in    a  stream 

slight  efl\ision  between  arachnoid  and  wherever    an     incision     was     made, 

pia   mater;    brain    of  usual   consist-  Kidneys  were  natural.      Bladder  was 

ence  ;    when  divided    the    medullary  about  the  size  of  a  small    hen's  egg, 

portion  presented  numerous  red  spots  and  its  coals  from  a  quarter  to  a  third 

from  divided  v(!ssels  ;  ventricles  con-  of  an  inch  in  thickness.     Spleen  was 

taiued    Sj-   f""  3  'j-  of  serous  fluid,  rather  large    and    firm  ;    peritoneum 

Heart  was  of  natural  size,  but  its  pa-  healthy. 

rietes  less  firm  than  usual.  The  This  case  presented  during  its 
right  lung  adhered  firmly  to  the  tho-  course  ihe  usual  symptoms  of  the 
rax,  by  all  its  posterior  part.  At  the  congestive  typhus  of  Dr.  Armstrong, 
upper  and  posterior  part  of  the  supe-  The  sudden  and  copious  expectora- 
rior  lobe,  was  a  considerable  cavity  tion  of  pus,  gave  the  first  suspicion  of 
communicating  with  the  bronchi;il  organic  disease  of  the  lungs,  as  the 
tubes,  containing  pus,  and  also  a  dark  patient  had  but  slight  cough,  had  ne- 
sauious  fluid.  JNumerous  masses  of  ver  expectorated,  and  had  continual- 
tuberculous  matter,  frouj  the  size  of  ly  followed  a  very  laborious  businoss. 
a  millet  seed  to  that  of  a  pea,  and  of  The  stricture  of  the  ileum  and  colon 
the  consistence  of  cheese,  filled  the  explains  the  diflTiculty  of  procuring 
superior  and  n)iddle  lobes  ;  the  lo«er  evacuations  independently  of  ihe  gas- 
lobe  contained  no  tulieicles,  and  ere-  fro-intestinal  inflammation.  Leeches 
pitated  when  divided.  The  left  lung  would  have  been  applied  to  the  epi- 
adhered  so  firmly  to  the  thorax  that  gastrium,  but  the  circumstances  of 
it  was  separated  with  the  greatest  the  patient  prevented  their  being  ob- 
difficulty.     Numerous    masses  of  tu-  tained. 

berculons  matter  were  fouud  in  both  The  patient  with  delirium  tremens 

lobes,  of  larger  size  than  in  the  right  was  a  man    aet.  32,  who    has  for  five 

lun<T,  and   many   so    haid    that   they  years  addicted  himself  at  intervals  to 

could  not  be  broken  ;  a  small  portion  an  excessive  use    of  ardent   spirits; 

of  the    inferior  lobe    had    traces    of  sometimes    abstaining    entirely     for 

acute    inflammation.     The    stomach  many    months    in   succession.       The 

was  small  ;  it  contained  a  small  quail-  present  attack  followed  a    protracted 

tity  of  fluid    and    thick  ropy   mucus,  fit  of  drinking   on    March  11th   and 

Mucous    membrane    had    no    ulcera-  12th.     He  was  attacked  0!i  the  14th. 

tions,  but  the  vessels  along  the  great-  Pidse  rapid,   full  but  not    hard.     He 

er  curvature  were    numerous   and  of  has  constant  delirium   and  tremor,  at 

a  bright  red  color.     The  small  inles-  times    picking  at  the  bed  clothes,  in- 

tines  cotitained   a  considerable  quan-  cessant  jactitation.     He  slept    none 

tity  of  thin  fcecal  matter,  and  its  ves-  from    Friday  morning  until    the  next 

sels  were  highly  injected    in    various  Tuesday   afternoon,   an    interval    of 

portions.     At  the  junction  of  theile-  four  days  and  a  half,  when   he  slept 

uin  with  the  cfpcum,  the  coats  of  the  about  two  hours.     Symptoms  return- 
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ed  as  before,  and  he  had  no  sleep 
until  Friday  forenoon,  March  21st, 
when  he  slept  soundly  ten  hours  m 
succession.  No  preparation  of  opi- 
um, which  by  many  is  regarded  as 
the  "  sheet-anchor"  in  this  disease, 
was  given  ;  a  pill  containing  assafce- 
tida  and  camphor,  3  grs.  each,  with 
ipecac.  1.  gr.  was  given  every  two 
hours  during  the  first  three  days  ;  he 
refused  to  take  more,  and  S'j-  of* 
strong  infusion  of  valerian  was  sub- 
stituted. He  was  confined  in  a  room 
from  which  all  light  was  excluded  ; 
an  attendant  constantly  at  the  bed 
side,  and  the  assistance  of  a  second 
person  was  required  part  of  the  time 
to  restrain  him.  After  the  sleep  he 
obtained  on  the  21st,  he  had  no  re- 
turn of  delirium  and  rapidly  conva- 
lesced. J.  W.  McKean. 


EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  77  :  of 
these,  7  were  vaccinia,  and  7  vvere 
puerperal  ;  77 — 14=63  cases  re- 
quiring medical  or  surgical  treat- 
ment.    Of 


^Edoptosis  uteri 
Aphtha  infantum     - 
Apoplexia  atonica  - 

- 

1 

1 

1 

MIDDLE 

Whole  number    c 

Blenorrhoea  luodes 

- 

1 

Arthrosia 

Bronchitis 

- 

1 

Colica    - 

Catarrhus 

. 

5 

Convulsions    - 

Causis    -          -          - 

- 

3 

Diarrhoea 

Ccphalaea  gravans  - 
Cholera 

- 

1 

2 

Dysentery 
Fever     - 

Coprostasis  obstipata 

- 

1 

Gastritis 

Diarrhcsa 

. 

3 

Helminthia 

Dyspepsia 

- 

1 

Hemorr.  uteri 

Enteritis 

- 

1 

Icterus   - 

Ephemera  acuta 

- 

1 

Marisca 

Epilepsia  cerebralis 

- 

1 

Nephritis 

do.        comitata 

- 

2 

Ophthalmia     - 

Haemoptysis    - 

- 

1 

Parac.  illus.    - 

Helminlhia  alvi  lumbricoides 

1 

Param.  obst.   - 

do.           alvi  tricoc€ 
Hepatitis 

phali 

1 
1 

Paristhmitis    - 
Paruria  obst.  - 

Laryngitis 
Marisca  cruenta 
Ophthalmia  taraxls 
Otitis     - 
Paristhmitis  tonsillaris 

- 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

Pernio    - 
Phthisis 
Pleuritis 
Pneumonitis    - 
Porrigo  - 

Paristhmitis  maligna         -  1 

Pneumonitis    -         -         -         6 
do  notha  -         -         2 

Porrigo  Crustacea    -         -         1 
do.       galeata        -  -  1 

do.      lupinusa     -         -  1 

Punctura         -         -         -  1 

Scabies  -         -  -         -         5 

Synochus        -         -         -         7 
TJIcuscula  oris  -         -         2 

Vulnus  simplex        -         -         1 
The  patients  under  puberty  wero 
0.44  ;    adult  females  furnished  .39  of 
the  cases  of  acute  disease. 

0.33  of  the  medical  cases  were  of 
bronchial  or  thoracic  disease. 

The  cases  of  diarrhcea  and  chole- 
ra were  quite  severe,  and  were  at- 
tributable to  the  varying  temperature 
of  the  weather.  The  cases  of  fever, 
from  the  prominence  of  the  gastro- 
enteritic  symptoms,  seemed  rather 
referrible  to  the  class  of  autumnal 
disorders,  than  to  the  affections  most 
usually  prevalent  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  J.  G.  Stevenson. 

In  last  report,  for  mamma  read 
mammae  ;   for  32,   .32. 


Of 

2 
1 
1 

2 
2 
4 
2 
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Puerperal 

. 

3 

Scro|iluila 

- 

1 

Tuss,  convuls. 

- 

2 

Ulcus 

. 

3 

Vaccinia 

. 

3 

E. 

G.  Davis, 

WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole  number   of  cases,    36.       Of 

Arthrosia  cliionica  -  -  2 

Asthma          -         -  -     '    1 

Bex  convulsiva        -  -  3 

Bronchitis      -         -  -  1 

Catarrhus  communis  -  2 

Cephalsea  intensa  -  -  2 

Dyspepsia      -         -  -  1 

Gastrodynia  -         -  -  1 

Hip  disease     -         -  -  1 

Hypertrophi  cordis  -  1 

H3fsteria         -         -  -  1 

Malformatio  cordis  -  1 

Ophthalmia   -         -  -  1 

Paramenia  superflua  -  2 

Parturition     -         -  -  5 

Phlegmon      -         -  -  i 

Phthisis  ...  1 

Pleuritis         -         -  _  i 

Pneumonitis  -         -  -  1 

Synochus       -         -  -  1 

Urticaria        -         -  -  1 

Vaccinia        -         -  -  3 

Wound           -         -  -  2 

Of  the  above  obstetric  cases,  one 
was  a  case  of  preternatural  labor, 
and  a  brief  history  of  it  may  be  wor- 
thy of record. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  was  called 
to  visit  Mrs.  R.  D.  aged  31,  in  la- 
bor. From  her  report,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  she  was  taken  ill  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  20th  ;  but  her  pains 
had  been  very  slight  and  at  intervals 
of  several  hours.  Continued  so  until 
the  23d  ;  then  pains  increased  for  a 
short  time  ;  membranes  ruptured  and 
the  waters  discharged  ;  after  which 
pains  left  her  again.  On  the  24th 
found  her  very  quiet  on  bed,  com- 
plaining only  of  occasional  cutting 
pains  in  the  hypogastric  region.  By 
particular  examination  per  vaginum, 
it  was  found  that  the  arm  was  the 
presenting  part,  and  lay  extending  in 


tiie  vagina,  and  that  the  foetal  head 
rested  partly  over  the  os  pubis,  with 
a  portion  of  the  scalp  just  protruded 
tliroiigh  the  os  uteri  and  within  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  arm  and 
head  therefore  were  the  presenting 
parts.  As  the  patient  had  already 
been  the  mother  of  six  children  ;  as 
the  pelvis  was  large  and  well  deve- 
loped ;  as  the  soft  parts  were  with- 
out rigidity  and  the  mouth  of  the 
uterus  dilatable,  and  as  she  had  not 
been  exhausted  by  suffering, — it  was 
concluded  that  the  efforts  of  nature 
would  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  the 
delivery  of  the  child.  The  patient 
was  carefully  watched  during  the 
afternoon  and  night.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  25th  found  that  she  had 
had  a  comfortable  night,  been  quite 
free  from  pain  and  had  slept,  and  on 
examination,  that  no  material  change 
had  taken  place,  except  that  the  dis- 
cliarge  from  the  vagina  was  some- 
what foetid  and  the  child  putrescent. 
The  patient  was  then  fully  apprized 
of  her  situation,  and  was  urged  to 
have  the  assistance  of  art.  To  this 
she  strongly  objected,  but  finally 
agreed  to  consent  to  it,  if  no  favora- 
ble change  took  place  by  5  o'clock, 
P.  M.  About  1  o'clock,  P.  M.  re- 
gular laborpains  came  on,  and  gradu- 
ally increased  in  frequency  and  in- 
tensity. Twenty  five  minutes  be- 
fore 5  o'clock,  (the  hour  agreed  on 
for  the  operation,)  she  was  delivered 
of  a  very  large,  well  formed  child. 
The  hand  and  fore  arm  were  first 
protruded,  then  the  arm  and  head  to- 
gether. From  the  commencing  pu- 
trefactive state  of  the  foetus,  the  head 
had  become  soft  and  yielding. 

The  statement  of  the  above  case 
is  interesting  on  three  accounts  : — 

1.  The  peculiarity  of  the  present- 
ation. 

2.  The  facility  with  which  the 
parts  of  the  foetus  yield,  after  the  pu- 
trefactive process  has  commenced. 

3.  Had  the  dread  of  manual  as- 
sistance any  effect  in  accelerating  the 
progress  of  the  labor  ? 

J.  H.  Lane. 
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Whole    number  of  cases,  56. 

Asthma  siccum  organicum 

Bex  humida  - 

E.  BroDchitis 

E.  Brotichlemmitis 

Catanhus  communis 

Delirium  tieniens   - 

Diarrhcea  mucosa   - 

do.         serosa 
Dyspepsia      _         -         - 
Haemoptysis  entonica 
Helmiuthia     -  -         - 

Hydrops  abdominis 
Maras.  tabes  strumosa     - 
Paramenia  superflua  crebra 
E.  Pernio  exulceratus     - 
Phlegmone    -         -         - 
E.  Pleuritis    -  -  - 

E.  Pneumonitis 

do.  notha     - 

E.  Porrigo     -         -         - 
E.  Prurigo  formicans 
Parturition     -  -         - 

Scabies  papularis    - 
Streinma        _         -         - 
Struma  vulgaris 
Systremma  palraaris  chron. 
Ulcus    -         -         -         - 
Vaccinia         -         _         - 


Of 

1 
4 
2 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
-3 
2 
2 

1 

4 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 


The  inflammatory  diseases  were 
of  a  much  milder  aspect  than  those 
of  the  last  month.  The  cases  of 
pleurisy  were  remarkably  light;  one 
of  the  cases  of  pleurisy  and  the  case 
of  haemoptysis  occurred  in  one  pa- 
tient ;  the  pleuritis  came  on  early  in 
thejmonth ;  it  subsided  in  a  week, 
leaving  the  patient  with  griping  fugi- 
tive pains  in  the  abdomen,  which 
yielded  to  anodynes  and  the  blue 
pill.  On  the  20th  his  head  became 
painful,  which  yielded  to  hyosciamus 
in  moderate  doses.  This  anodyne 
was  selected  in  reference  to  the  state 
of  the  patient's  bowels,  whicii  are  in- 
variably constipated,  and  to  obviate 
which,  the  patient  for  a  number  of 
years  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking 
some  cathartic  medicine  every  other 
day,  and  during  this  month  has  been 
particularly  attentive  to  the  state  of 
his  bowels.  On  the  morning  of  the 
30th  the   patient  rose  fronj   bed  in 


much  better  lie;ilth  than  for  the  last 
week.  At'ter  taking  moderate  exercise 
ho  was  attacked  with  hfrmoptysis 
which  continued  four  hours,  but  it 
did  not  probably  exceed  two  ounces. 
Cooling  diluents  and  saline  cathar- 
tics have  prevented  its  recurrence; 
it  has  left  the  patient  with  a  distress- 
ing humid  cough,  which  anodynes, 
blisters,  demulcents,  &:.c.  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  allay.  This  patient, 
aged  47,  is  of  a  spare,  delicate  frame, 
sedentary  habit,  and  has  ordinarily  a 
small,  rather  hard  pulse.  Thirty 
years  since  was  attacked  with  hae- 
moptysis, and  also  eight  years  since. 

The  case  of  exormia  prurigo  for- 
micans, showed  itself  in  a  female  pa- 
tient aged  72,  who  in  my  last  report 
furnished  one  of  the  cases  of  chronic 
rheumatism. 

The  arthrosia  yielded  to  the  emp. 
res.  canth.  with  some  gentle  internal 
stimulants.  The  plaster  produced 
vesication,  and  completely  removed 
the  rheumatism  to  which  the  patient 
had  been  a  long  time  subject. 

The  prurigo  in  its  turn  is  yielding 
to  the  ung.  hyd.  nit.  oxid.,  with  sul- 
phur internally  in  small  doses. 

The  case  of  ulcer  came  on  in  the 
female  patient,  whose  case  of  apo- 
ple.Kv  was  reported  last  month.  It 
was  occasioned  by  bruising  her  heel 
on  the  bedstead,  when  violently  con- 
vulsed. Blood  was  effused  beneath 
the  skin,  which  on  becoming  painful 
was  evacuated  through  a  small  ori- 
fice made  by  the  patient  with  a  nee- 
dle. It  became  more  painful,  swell- 
ed and  inflamed,  which  yielded  to 
poultices  and  gentle  cathartics  ;  a  free 
discharge  of  pus  took  place,  the  pain 
subsided,  and  the  patient  is  now  in  a 
fair  way  of  being  cured. 

Charles  T.  Hildreth. 


LECTURES   ON  MIDWIFERY,  &C. 

Dr.  Channing's  Summer  Course 
of  Lectures  on  Midwifery  and  Dis- 
eases of  Children  will  begin  the  third 
Wednesday  in  May. 

For  terms  apply  at  the  office  of 
this  Jotirnal. 
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WEEKLY    REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  April  10,  at  noon. 
April  5.  Malaclii  Ulman,  60  yrs. 

6.  Catharine  Scarlen,  55 
John  McKenny,  29 
Mary  Kin>;biiry,  22 
Patrick  Genty,  36 
Eliza  Hosea,                           39 

7.  Hannah  ftlockler,  3  rao. 
George  C.  Sweeney,             21 
George  Hathaway,                 12 
Sarah  M.  Fisher,                   16 
Nancy  Seaver,                      60  yra. 

8.  Rebecca  Dow,  20 
.    Thomas  Fleming,  2 

9.  John  Mock,  jr.  34 
Ebenezer  C.  Preston,  29 
John  Henion,                         31 

10.  James  Mulanny,  3 
Sarah  Fellows,                        78 
William  B.  Darlin,                21  mo. 
Esther  O.  Copeland,               4 

11.  Mary  Gould,  15'mo.  j 
Lucinda  Mattis,  4 
Olive  Freeman,                      38 
Timothy  C.  Stichell,             10  wks. 

Burn,  1 — consumption,  5 — croup,  1 — dysen- 
tery, 1 — drowned,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  3 — 
hooping  cough,  1 — infantile,  1 — intemperance, 
1 — lung  fever,  6 — old  age,  1 — unknown,  1 — 
Males,  12— females,  11.  Stillborn,!.  Total,  24. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Win- 
ter St. 
HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  springf  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  among'  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries''  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Mag-nesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  &c.  Sic. 

C.  W.  returns  his  g-rateful  acknowl- 
€d2;nient  to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'*  l-'rescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing^ and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 
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NOTICE. 

UBSCRIBERS  who  are  still   indebted 
for  the    Boston  Mtdical  Intelligencer, 


are  requested  to  pay  their  bills,  as  recent- 
ly presented,  either  at  this  office  or  to  one 
of  the  following  agents. — Barnet  Peters, 
Portland,  Me.  ;  Charles  Coffin,  Postmas- 
ter, buxton.  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Francis, 
New- York,  iN.  Y. ;  Tho.  O.  H.  Crosxvdl, 
Postmaster,  Catskill,  N.  Y.  ;  li.  H.  Small, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Gideon  B.  Sviilh,  Pa- 
triot office,  Baltimore,  Md.  ;  Lemuel 
Dvellc,  Augusta,  Ga. ;  Drake  L  Conclin, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 
14fh  da^-  of  next  month  the  price  of  the 
5th  volume,  as  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $2,62  1-2. 

NATHAN  JARVIS 

HAS  purchased  the  stock  of  Bruges 
and  Medicines,  and  taken  the  store 
lately  kept  by  Mr.  Henry  \A'hite,  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  No.  188,  Washington 
Street,  and  he  hopes  by  constant  personal 
attention  at  all  hours  to  receive  the  pat- 
ronage which  has  formerly  been  given  to 
this  establishment.  6t. 

^pril  8. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  poor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  aijy  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  Iree 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBL\S,  M.D. 

SULPHUR  BATH.— Dr.  R.  has,  at 
his  house,  a  private  Sulphur  Bath  on  an 
improved  plan,  which  he  will  administer 
in  cases  of  Rheumatism,  and  affections  of 
the  skin  which  require  it. 

Head  of  Franklin  Place,  Boston. 

eop6t 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  &c. 

SAMUEL  N.  BREWER  &  BROTH- 
ERS have  just  received  a  large  in- 
voice of  Surgical  Instruments,  which  they 
will  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms  at 
their  Store, — Si°;n  of  the  Good  Samaritan, 
90  and  92,  Washington  St.,  where  is  also 
for  sale  a  large  assortment  of  Drugs,  Med- 
icines, Chemical  and  Electrical  apparatus, 
and  other  articles  that  are  usually  kept 
in  Druggists'"  stores. 

*^*  A  few  pounds  of  the  genuine  Liv- 
trworl,  Hepatica  triloba,  for  consumptive 
complaints,  for  sale  as  above.  ]aft6t. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  'Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  doUara  if 
noi  paid  within  the  year.     The  pogtag«  for  thi»  is  the  same  as  for  othor  newspapws. 
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TUESDAY,  APRIL  27,  1828. 


No,  11. 


I. 

A  History  of  the  Smallpox  and  Va- 
rioloid, in  Boston  and  its  Vici- 
nity. 

By  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M.D.  Ilocilih 
Pli^siciiiii  (o  lilt'  Ciiy  «>r  Busiciii. 

Conlinucd  from  p.  133. 

In  concluding  this  pftper,  it  seems 
umiecessaiv  lo  detail  the  paiticu- 
lar  ciicu instances  of  eticli  cnse  ; 
llie  remarks,  therefore,  will  now 
be  contined,  |jrinci[)ally,  lo  the 
inodirtcalions  of  smallpox,  as  they 
have  been  exhibited  in  L^oston. 

A  majority  of  the  varioloid  pa- 
tients who  have  been  sick  at 
Rainsford  Island,  were  directly 
exposed  to  the  smallpox  at  sea, 
in  voyages  from  Ihe  Western  Is- 
lands, Ireland,  South  America, 
Halifax,  &.c.  Those  Conveyed 
there  from  the  city,  only  three  or 
four,  however,  in  number,  con- 
tracted it  in  New-Yoik  or  Phila- 
delphia, and  were  taken  sick  at 
their  lodgings  soon  after  they  en- 
tered the  town.  The  same  train 
of  symptoms  that  characterized 
11 


any  individual  case,  were  noticed 
in  them  all.  Most  of  the  sick 
had  been  vaccinated  three,  four, 
and  six  years  before,  and  thiee  of 
them  assured  the  attendants  that 
they  had  repeatedly  examined  the 
bodies  of  seamen,  in  foreign  parts, 
who  had  died  of  confluent  small- 
pox, with  impunity.  Mr.  So- 
meis,  in  Purchase  Street,  under 
t!ie  car(;  of  Dr.  Ingalls,  related 
the  same  stoiy. 

After  a  period  of  twelve  days, 
most  frequently,  but  in  one  in- 
stance twenty-eight,  from  the 
time  ihey  tirst  discovered  the  in- 
cipient variolous  eruption  on  the 
person  from  whom  they  contract- 
ed the  disease,  their  sleep  was 
disturbed,  their  appetite  irn- 
l)aired,  and  they  had  occasional 
chills.  A  slight  nausea,  headach, 
pain  in  the  loins  and  soreaess. of 
the  throat,  soon  followed.  Tlia 
secretion  cf  saliva  was  very  c»- 
pious  :  a  quart  has  drained  from 
the  mouth  of  a  sailor  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours.  The  pain  in  the 
back,  comittouly,  was  most  severe, 
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when  a  slight  efflorescence  first 
appeared  ;  but  it  subsided  when 
the  eruption  was  partially  deve- 
loped. Thus,  it  has  sometimes 
happened,  that  the  person,  one 
day,  was  apprehensive  of  a  fatal 
crisis,  from  the  violence  of  the 
fever,  and  the  next,  was  so  free 
from  pain,  as  to  be  able  to  leave 
the  bed  and  walk  to  the  window. 
Although  these  general  symptoms 
were  common,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  to  all,  the  eruption  has 
never  bad  precisely  the  same  ap- 
pearance in  any  two  individuals. 
On  one,  there  were  clusters  of 
vesicles  on  the  sides  of  the  nose, 
forehead,  breast  and  shoulders  ; 
and  on  another,  they  united  in 
masses  on  parts  of  the  face,  but 
remained  distinct  on  the  arms. 
On  another,  the  whole  body  was 
covered,  by  degrees,  with  pa- 
pillae, gradually  enlarging,  till 
the  febrile  excitement  abated. 
Wherever  a  true  pustule  formed, 
a  broad,  purple  pit  was  left,  when 
the  scab  came  off.  The  remain- 
der soon  settled  into  hard,  conical 
pimples,  somewhat  moveable  in 
the  skin,  which  remained  many 
weeks.  One  or  two  varioloid  pa- 
tients were  re-vaccinated,  but  the 
matter  was  always  turbid.  When 
the  eruption  was  uniformly  distri- 
buted over  the  surface,  it  was  no- 
ticed that  desquamation  of  the 
large  pustules  was  sooner  accom- 
plished, than  when  it  was  partial. 
This  was  illastrated  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Blackstock,  from  Kneel- 
and  Street,  the  last  person  who 
has  had  the  disease  in  the  city. 
When,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
eruption  \fas  confined  principally 
to  parts  of  the  face,  head,  thighs, 
&c.,  desquamation  was  slow  and 
tedious,  the  scabs  large,  and  a 
few  pits  quite  deep  and  sore  to 
the  touch.      An  instance  of  this 


occurred  in  a  gentleman  taken 
from  the  Marlboro' Hotel.  Again, 
in  every  case,  the  skin  was  left 
rough,  and  the  complexion  was 
more  or  less  changed  to  a  copper 
hue.  This  was  observed  in  Mr. 
Crane,  some  time  after  he  left 
the  island. 

Thus  far,  but  one  case  of  vario- 
loid, in  this  vicinity,  has  occurred 
in  a  person  who  had  previously 
had  the  smallpox.  This  was  a 
gentleman  belonging  to  Brookline, 
who  had  it  by  inoculation  in  1778; 
but  the  varioloid  was  so  slight  as 
to  excite  but  little  attention.  It 
was  understood  that  a  lady  from 
Halifax  carried  the  infection  into 
a  family  in  that  town,  and  that 
some  of  the  members  subsequent- 
ly had  slight  eruptions,  and  reco- 
vered before  the  character  of 
the  complaint  was  recognised. 
There  were  three  deaths  in  the 
place,  but  the  disease  was  ar- 
rested before  it  made  much  pro- 
gress, by  sending  those  who  had 
been  most  exposed,  to  the  island. 
From  Mr.  Ward's  house  it  was 
supposed  the  disease  was  brought 
to  the  city,  as  a  Mr.  Tuckerman, 
who  had  a  place  in  the  market 
near  Mr.  Ward's  stall,  had  the 
confluent  smallpox,  of  which  he 
died.  This  was  the  only  person 
that  died  in  the  hospital  the  past 
winter. 

The  infection  was  also  convey- 
ed, probably  in  a  gentleman's 
clothes,  to  Dorchester  :  two  per- 
sons were  taken  sick,  in  the  fami- 
ly where  the  gentleman  passed 
the  evening  of  a  day  on  which  he 
had  visited  the  sick  in  Brookline. 
One  of  them  had  smallpox,  and 
the  other  the  varioloid,  pretty  se- 
verely. In  two,  of  twenty  cases, 
it  was  difficult  to  decide,  when 
the  patients  were  first  received, 
whether  they  had  genuine  small- 
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pox  or  a  modified  form  of  it,   so 
analogous  were  the  symptoms  and 
external    appearances.       George 
Newell,   one  of  the  two  alluded 
to   from    Dorchester,  was   one  of 
this  kind.       The   head   was  very 
much  swollen,  the  eyes  inflamed, 
and  the  whole  body  of  such  a  tiery 
redness,  that   it  was  conjectured 
his  sufferings  would  be  very  great; 
and  yet  he  recovered  in  half  the 
time  of  one  with  distinct  smallpox. 
Nathaniel   Hayes,    aged   about 
50,  a  laborer,  assisted   in  nursing 
and  burying   a   man   who   died  at 
the  Punch  Bowl   in  Brookline,  in 
December.       In  consequence  of 
the  exposure,  he  was  conveyed  to 
the   island,    but  previously  vacci- 
nated by    Dr.    Wild.       He    was 
rather  languid,  while  going  down 
the  harbor,   but  observed  he  felt 
perfectly  well,  and  moreover  said 
that  he    drank   so    much    rum  in 
digging  the   graves,   that    it   had 
driven  all  the  smallpox  out  of  his 
system.     The  second  morning,  to 
the  surprise  of  the   nurses,  with- 
out much  previous   indication  of 
disease,  he   was   unable  to  move 
his  limbs  without  assistance.     He 
could   barely   articulate   that  his 
"  tongue    was   numb."       Severe 
pains   were   soon  experienced   in 
the  neck  and  back.    Vaccine  mat- 
ter was  again  put  into  the  arm,  as 
there  was  no  prospect  of  success 
in   the   place   inoculated   by   Dr. 
Wild.      In  a  little  time  the  pains 
were  less  violent,  but  on  the  third 
day,  towards  evening,   he   failed 
so    rapidly,  that    there    was   but 
faint  hope  of  his  recovery.     The 
pulse  was   hardly  perceptible  at 
the  wrist,    though  the    temporal 
arteries  beat   with   considerable 
force.     By  tracing  the  head,  with 
the  fingers,  small  tubercles  were 
detected,   which   ultimately   be- 
came pustules.      There  were  in- 


flamed spots  on  the  tongue,  gums 
and  palate,  of  the  size  of  half  a 
pea,  which  appeared  to  be  chang- 
ing to  a  bluish  color,  and  exceed- 
ingly tender  when  touched   acci- 
dentally by  the  spoon  with  which 
he  vvas  fed.       Wine,    mixed  with 
a  strong   decoction  of  bark,  was 
now  given  him,  at  short  intervals, 
till  the  pulsation  could  be  felt  at 
the  wrist.       The  eruption   began 
to  make    its   appearance   toward 
daylight  the  next  morning,  and  the 
bark,     which     produced    nausea, 
was  discontinued  ;    but  the   wine  ' 
was  continued,  to  the  extent  of  a 
quart  in  twenty-four  hours,  occa- 
sionally mixed  with  gruel,  for  five 
days  in  succession.     The  vaccine 
process  now  commenced,  and  kept 
pace  with  the  eruption,  from  day 
to  day,  though  the  scabs  we-re  de- 
tached a  week  sooner  than  on  any 
other  place.       Within  an  inch  of 
the  point  where  the  virus  was  in- 
serted, there  was  a  circle  of  ve- 
sicles, which   united   by  degrees, 
but  before  they  were  dried,  puru- 
lent matter  burst  from  the  cica- 
trix, which  discharged  copiously 
three  weeks,  and  had  not  entirely 
healed  when  he   was  discharsed, 
at  the  end  of  forty  days.     Finding 
that  small    ulcers   were   forming 
under  the  patches  of  scurf  in  va- 
rious  places   on   the  head,   back 
and  legs,  that  discharged  continu- 
ally, and  that  the  patches  adhered 
an  unusual  time,  he  was  directed 
to  wash  in  cold  sea  water  twice  a 
day,    and   then    have    pulverized 
bark  sprinkled   on  the  sores.      In 
this  way,  he  was  restore^-to  such 
a  measure  of  health   as  to   leave 
the  hospital,    though  he  has  re- 
mained feeble  ever  since. 

The  mode  of  treatment  has 
been  very  simple,  and,  happily, 
successful  in  every  case  of  modi- 
fied smallpox.     Saline  cathartics 
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were  presciibed,  invariably,  eve-  ment,  were  of  a  more  doubtful 
ry  d;iy,  during  the  existence  of  character.  A  tickling  cough, 
the  febrile  syuiptoms,  which  were  which  in  damp  weather  was  quite 
sometimes  violent  ;  and  suspend-  troublesome,  attended  all  those 
ed  when  the  eruption  made  its  who  had  taken  emetics, 
appearance.  Calomel  was  given  The  ordinary  nourishment  of 
only  a  few  times,  when  salts  were  the  sick  was  weak  coffee,  nearly 
ejected  from  the  stomach  after  cold  ;  roasted  apples  ;  light,  soft 
repeated  trials  ;  but  its  adminis-  bread  ;  rice,  &.c.  Exercise  in 
tration,  it  was  conceived,  was  fol-  the  open  air  was  recommended, 
lowed  by  bad  consequences,  inas-  when  the  person  was  able  to 
much  as  the  ptyalism,  peculiar  walk,  at  proper  hours  of  the  day; 
to  the  disease,  was  very  much  if  not,  the  rooms  ^vere  aired,  ear- 
increased,  the  breath  more  offen-  ly  in  the  morning,  by  opening  the 
sive,  and  the  exhalations  even  in-  wiiidows  and  doors,  while  the 
tolerable  to  the  patient  himself,  bedding  was  changed. 
A  delirium,  by  no  means  uncom-  A  very  similar  course  of  treat- 
roon  in  the  night,  if  the  patient  ment  has  been  pursued  in  the  dis- 
has  remained  so  long  in  one  posi-  tinct  smallpox.  In  ihe  confluent 
tion  as  to  have  the  bed  too  niuch  form  of  this  dreadful  disease, 
heated,  is  not  alarming.  A  fresh  however,  the  mode  of  treatment 
current  of  air  from  an  open  win-  was  altogether  different,  and  will 
dow,  however  cold  the  weather,  be  adverted  to  at  a  more  conve- 
was  freely  aflmitled  on  the  naked  nient  season. 

body,    by  turning   aside  the   bed-  

ding.   As  soon  as  the  temperature  ,. 

was  moderated,  the  patient  would  „     ,    „         ..,'.„ 

,             ,               ,                •    '         ri-        •.  For  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

be  calm  and  conscious  oi  his  situ- 
ation. Tartaric  acid  was  used  to  Observations  on  the  injurious  Ef 
the  neglect  of  all  other  acids,  with  /^^^^  ^'^i<^f^  frequently  arise  in 
singular  benefit.  The  use  of  this  Children  from  protracted  Suck- 
excellent  medicine  in  smallpox,  ^ng.  By  Edward  Morton, 
may  be  the  subject  of  a  future  M.B.  L.M.  From  the  London 
article.  There  have  been  no  in-  Medical  and  Physical  Journal.* 
stances  of  secondary  fever,  subse-  fj^nh  Remarks,  by  Ja.mes  Jack- 
quent  to  the  varioloid  eruption,  son,  M.D. 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  turn  s^^^r^l  cases  which  I  had  pre- 
in  the  case  of  Hayes.  If  at  any  viously  witnessed  led  me  to  be- 
time  there  was  a  deep  seated  jj^^.^^  g^,,,^  ^  ^^at  in- 
pam  m  the   feet,  very  common  m  flammation   of  the   b.ain,    or    its 

a    state    of  convalescence,    they 

were  kept  in  warm  water  till  re-  #  -phis  jjrtide  has  btcn  alrta.ly  rtpub. 

lief  was  afforded.       An  emetic  has  lished  in  the  Boston  Medical  liitelligemer. 

not  been  given  to  a   single  indivi-  H  wiiinot  th.^rtforebenew  tosome  of..iir 

,       ,           ,    ,.       ..  •                          •.  readers.     As  a  very  considerable    proper- 

dual,  and    lor  this  reason  :     it  was  ti^nof  our  subscribers,  l.owever,  were  not 

ol)served  that    those    persons  who  gubscriberslo  that  work,  we  have  thought 

had    taken    emetics    before    their  proper  to  reprint  ihe  anicle.  as  uthtrwise 

arrival  at  the  island,   did   not   re-  '^'  ^T'^-fu^^J^u  subsequent  remurk, 

'                ,  upon  it,  with  which  we  have   been  favor- 

cover  so  last  nor  so  sureiy,   as  ^j^  njj^jjt  ^ot  b«  fully  peictived  by  all. 

others,  who,   in  Iho  commence-  ~Ed. 
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mem'Tanes,   mi^ht  be  produced  The    mother   suckled   n   fornner 

in  children  in  consequence  of  their  child  for  a  very  lo;i^  peiiod,  and  it 

being  suckled  for  an  undue  leni;th  died  of"  wafer  on  thu  brain." 

of  time.       Since    that    period    I  Case  //. — Edmund  Power,  set. 

have  had  opportunities  of  o!)serv-  2  years,  still  at  the  breast,  adinit- 

ing  infantile  diseases   on  a    much  led  for  hydrocepluilus  chronicus. 

more   extended    scale,    and,    my  The   head  is  very   l.irge  ;   fimta- 

attention   having    been   expressly  nelles  open;  superficial  veins  large 

directed  to  the  point  in  question,  and  prominent. 

I  have  not  only  become  fully  con-  Case  III. — Sophia  Haniley,  aet. 

vinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  1  year  2  months,  still  at  the  breast, 

opinion    I    then   entertained,    but  admitted  for  cephalitis, 

have  been   induced   to   extend  it  Case  IF. — William  How,  act.  1 

still  further.  year  6    monihs,    suckled    for    13 

The  idea  I  conceive  to  be  new;  months,  admitted  for  cephalitis, 
but  this  is  of  little  consequence,  Case  V. — David  Hepburn,  ast.- 
if  it  only  have  truth  for  its   basis.  2  years  6   months,   suckled  for  2 
If  this  be  allowed,    (and  I  submit  years  4  months,  admitted   force- 
it  as  a  question  which  experience  phalilis. 

alone  can  decide,)  it  is  perhaps  Case  VI. — Samuel  Hanks,  set. 
not  improbable  that  it  may  here-  1  year  9  months,  suckled  for  1 
after  prove  extensively  beneficial;  year  8  months,  admitted  force- 
since  precautionary  measures  may  phalitis. 

be  founded  upon  it,  which,  if  uoi-  Case  VII. — Amelia  Hill,  set.  2 

formly  adopted,  may  be  the  means  years  G  months,  suckled  for  1  year 

of  savin;?  many  children  from  full-  9  monihs,  admitted  for  cephalitis, 
ing  victims   to  one    of  the    most 

painful  and  fatal  diseases  to  which  2ndly.     That  the   same   effect 
thev  are  subject.  ^^  ''•'  ^^^^  place  in  i.ifants  if  suck- 
As,  however,  I  am  anxious  that  '^d  by  women  who  have  been  de- 
the  present  communication  .>,hould  I'^ti'ed  an  undue*  length  of  lime, 
take  up  as  small  a  space  as  possi-  a'lbough    the   infants    themselves 
ble  in  the  valuable  pages  of  this  "'^y  "^t  have  been  at  the  breast 
Journal,  I  will   at   once   observe,  ^^r  ^oo  'o"S  a  period, 
that,  from  the  experience  which  case. 
I  have  already  had  upon  the   sub-  Case  VIII. — Ellen  WiHonghby, 
ject,    I   am   inclined  to  draw  the  a3f.  9  months,  admitted  for  cejdia- 
following  conclusions  :  litis  ;   suckled   by  a  woman  who 
1st.  That,  if  children  are  suck-  has    been    delivered    1    year    9 
led  for  an  undue*  length  of  lime,  months, 
they  will  be  liable  to  be  afiTected, 

in  consequence,  with  inflammation  ^^'y-  That,  if  they  should  not 

of  the  brain.  — — — — ^ • 

CASKS.  made  use  of  in  the  relation  of  the  follow- 

Case  I.  —  Emma     Lane,    tet.    2  »"g  ca$es,  I  be- leave  to  ?ay  that  I  mt-aa 

vears       suckled     for     1     vear    11  b>  it  those  symptoms  which -ive  rise  to, 

years,      SUCKiea      lOI      l     )  ear  _  l  l  j^,^^,  precede,  the  disease  strictly  and  pro- 

monihs,  admitted    for  Ce[)halltlS.f  perly  called  Hydrocephalus,  or  water  in 

— the  brain,  and  which  are  well   described 

*  '••  Undue,"— i.  e.   any  period  beyond  by  Ur.  Yeats, 

nine  or  ten  months.  «=  See    (he  above  continued   lente   ia 

+  "■  Cephaiili*." — As  thie  term  will  ba  which  I  employ  Ihu  turia. 
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become  affected  with  the  disorder 
in  question  during  or  soon  after 
the  time  they  are  thus  improper- 
ly suckled,  they  will  nevertheless 
acquire  thereby  a  predisposition 
to  cephalic  diseases  at  some  fu- 
ture period  of  their  lives. 

CASES. 

Case  IX. — Sarah  Strick.ling,aet. 
4  years,  suckled  for  1  year  6 
months,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 
The  motherof  this  child  lost  three 
previously  with  "  water  in  the 
head  ;'''  all  these  were  suckled 
for  more  than  18  months. 

Case  X. — George  Speering,  aet. 
4  years,  suckled  for  1  year  6 
months,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 

Case  XI. — Ann  Archer,  aet.  7 
years,  suckled  for  3  years,  admit- 
ted for  hydrocephalus  :  died. 

Case  XII. — Cornelius  Leary, 
aet.  6  years,  suckled  for  1  year  6 
months,  admitted  for  cephalitis  : 
died. 

Case  XIII. — Sophia  Peverel, 
set.  3  years,  suckled  for  2  years, 
admitted  for  cephalitis. 

Case  XIV. — Maria  Turley,  ajt. 
4  years,  suckled  for  1  year  3 
months,  admitted  for  cephalitis  : 
died.  This  child  had  a  previous 
attack  about  six  months  before, 
from  which  she  recovered  while 
under  my  care. 

Case  XV. — Robert  Selkirk,  «t. 
3  years  6  months,  suckled  for  1 
year  1  month,  admitted  for  ce- 
phalitis. The  mother  lost  two 
children  previously,  one  with  "  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,"  and  the 
other  of  convulsions  ;  both  of  these 
were  suckled  for  more  than  1 
year. 

Case  XVI. — Eliza  Ferreira, 
aet.  5  years,  suckled  for  1  year  7 
months,  admitted  for  cephalitis. 
The  mother  lost  another  child 
previously  of  "water  in  the  head," 


at  the  age  of  1   year  5  months, 
which  was  suckled  until  it  died. 

4thly  and  lastly.  That  children 
who  are  suckled  for  an  undue 
length  of  time,  when  laboring  un- 
der other  diseases,  will  be  much 
more  likely  to  have  the  head  se- 
condarily affected  than  other  chil- 
dren. 

CASES. 

Case  XVII. — Sarah  Swann,  aet. 
4  years  6  months,  suckled  for  1 
year,  admitted  for  hooping-cough, 
with  convulsions. 

Case  XVIII. — MaryHarris,  aet. 
2  years  3  months,  suckled  for  1 
year  4  months,  admitted  for  hoop- 
ing-cough with  an  affection  of  the 
head. 

Case  XIX. — Maria  Hughes,  aet. 
2  years,  suckled  for  1  year  3 
months,  admitted  for  convulsions 
after  hooping-cough.  The  mothex 
lost  another  child  previously  with 
"  water  in  the  head,"  which  was 
suckled  for  14  months. 

Case  XX. — Thomas  Benson, aet. 
1  year  6  months,  suckled  for  1 
year  4  months,  admitted  for  pneu- 
monia, with  an  affection  of  the 
head. 

Case  XXI. — Mary  Kenner,  aet. 
6  years,  suckled  for  1  year  6 
months,  admitted  for  hooping- 
cough,  with  well-marked  affection 
of  the  head. 

Case  XXII. — John  Ennes,  aet. 
1  year  7  months,  suckled  for  1 
year,  was  admitted  for  bronchitis; 
afterwards  a  decided  affection  of 
the  head  supervened. 

With  respect  to  the  manner  in 
which  protracted  lactation  pro- 
duces the  complaint  above  men- 
tioned, I  am  at  present  undecid- 
ed, but  think  it  most  probable 
that  the  affection  of  the  head  is 
consequent  upon  derangement  in 
the   chylopoietic  viscera,  which 
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may  possibly  arise  from  the  milk 
becoming  so  far  deteriorated  in 
quality  as  to  be  unfit  any  longer 
for  ihe  purposes  of  nutrition.  This 
opinion  seems  to  be  strengthened 
by  Case  VIII.  in  which  it  appear- 
ed that  it  was  not  any  particular 
state  of  the  child  which  produced 
the  cephalic  affection,  but  the  im- 
poverished condition  of  the  nurse's 
milk. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  observe, 
that  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
waited  until  I  might  have  been 
able  to  collect  a  greater  mass  of 
evidence  than  I  at  present  possess 
upon  the  subject  in  question,  be- 
fore I  published  my  opinions  there- 
on ;  but  as  individual  experience, 
however  extensive,  can  never  be 
entitled  to  general  confidence,  I 
have,  upon  further  consideration, 
deemed  it  more  advisable  at  once 
to  submit  the  foregoing  observa- 
tions and  cases  to  the  profession, 
in  order  that  the  conclusions  which 
I  have  felt  myself  warranted  in 
drawing  from  them  may  be  either 
corrected  or  confirmed  by  the  ex- 
perience of  others. 

I  think  it  right  to  add,  that,  up- 
on referring  to  the  total  number 
of  cases  of  cephalic  inflammation 
that  have  come  under  my  care 
since  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
making  particular  inquiries  on  the 
subject,  I  find  that  a  very  large 
majority  have  occurred  in  children 
who  have  been  suckled  for  an  im- 
proper length  of  lime. 

Remarks  by  Dr.  Jackson. 

The  foregoing  article,  an  ab- 
stract of  which  was  published  from 
the  Lon.  Med.  and  Phys.  Journ.  in 
the  Boston  Med.  Intelligencer  for 
Feb.  5,  1828,  has  been  extensive- 
ly circulated  in  various  other  pa- 
pers in  this  country.  The  sub- 
stance of  this  article  is  that  chil- 


dren, who  are  nursed  beyond  the 
period  of  nine  or  ten  months,  be- 
come liable  to  inflammation  of 
the  brain.  I  had  hoped  that  this 
opinion  would  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  comment.  As,  how- 
ever, no  one  has  controverted  it, 
I  beg  leave  to  express  my  own 
unqualified  dissent  to  its  truth. 
And  this  I  shall  do  the  more  ear- 
nestly, as  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  prevalence  of  this  opinion 
would  be  productive  of  great  evils. 
It  is  proper,  however,  to  say,  that 
Dr.  Morton,  who  is  the  author  of 
the  opinion,  has  no  doubt  seen 
cases  to  justify  it  in  his  mind. 
But  I  am  persuaded  that  either  he 
has  mistaken  sequences  for  con- 
sequences, or  else  there  is  some 
strange  cause  operating  in  the 
place  of  his  residence,  which  does 
not  operate  here. 

I  have  not  been  a  careless  spec- 
tator of  the  effects  of  weaning 
children  at  different  ages,  and  the 
opinions  I  have  formed  on  the  sub- 
ject have  been  the  result  of  ex- 
perience alone.  So  far  as  I  form- 
ed any  opinions  from  reasoning, 
prior  to  observation,  they  were 
opposed  to  those  to  which  obser- 
vation has  led  me.  I  have  cer- 
tainly found  the  evils  from  early 
weaning  vastly  greater  than  those 
of  protracted  lactation.  And  I 
certainly  have  not  found  that  in- 
flammation of  the  brain  has  occur- 
red, either  early  or  late,  after 
protracted  lactation.  It  would 
not  be  difficult  for  me  to  point  out 
many  large  families,  in  which  the 
children  have  been  kept  at  the 
breast  from  twelve  to  twenty 
months,  without  a  single  instance 
of  inflammation  of  the  brain.  For 
the  last  twenty  years  the  children 
under  my  influence  have  almost 
uniformly  been  nursed  from  a 
year  to  a  year  and  a  half :  lo  th«t 
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if  Dr.  Morton  is  riglit,  I  ou^ht  to  ed,  but  never  satisfactorily  decid- 

1  ave  ha  I  many    instances  of  the  ed.     Recent  ciicunislanccs  hove 

disease  in  question  under  my  care,  again  called  this  question  into  dis- 

But,  0:1  the  contrary,  the  instances  ctissinn,     and     several     medical 

of  that  disease   in   my   circle    of  practitioners,  supposed  to  he  very 

practice,  have  been  very  rare.  conversant   wiiii    such     inquiries, 

The  opinions   relative  to  wean-  weie  examined  hclbre  the  highest 

ing,  which  I  deduced  from  ohser-  judicial    tribunal   in  this  country, 

valion,  and  which  I  published  sev-  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of  de- 

eial    years   since,    were   these  :  termining   this    point ;    but   their 

That,  ordinaiily,  a  child's  second  contlicling  testimonies  have  tend- 

sumuier  and  autumn  constitute  the  ed  rather  to  obscure  than  to  elu- 

iiiost  dangerous  period  of  its  life  ;  cidate  the  matter, 

that   his   danger   is   greater,    the  Indeed    such    a    contrariety   of 

younger  he  is,  when  he  enters  up-  opinions  exists,  upon  almost  every 

on  this  second  summer  ;  and  that  circumstance  connected  with  the 

it  is  aggravated  if  he  does  not  draw  functions   of  the   uterine  system, 

part  of  his   nourishment  from  the  and  there  is  so  much  ditficulty  in 

breast  during  this   j-eriod,   unless  obtaining  from  females  precise  in- 

he  has  arrived  at  the   age   of   16  formation  upon  such  subjects,  that 

months  when   his  second  summer  it  is  little  wonderful    iftheinves- 

commences.  tigator     llnd    himself,    at    eveiy 

It   should  be   distinctly  under-  step,    involved    in    intricacy    and 

stood,   that  I   do  not  recommend  confusion. 

that  a  child  should   be  restrained  Before   it  is  possible  to  deter- 

from  all  ether  food,  as  long  as  he  mine  the  utmost  duration  of  preg- 

continues  at  the  breast.      On  the  nancy,   it  becomes   necessary    to 

contrary,    frop.i    the    lifth    to   the  ascertain   the  point  of  time  from 

ninth  month,  according  to  circum-  which  its  commencement  is  to  be 

stances,  he  should  be  allowed  oth-  calculated,  but  this  remains  quite 

er  food  ;  and  this  more  and  more  unsettled,  for  some  persons  date 

freely,  as  he  gets  older.      But  it  from    the    lime     at    which    the 

^vill  be  found   that  the  organs  of  monthly   period  intermits,  others 

digestion  will    be    more    able   to  begin  to  calculate  from  a  fortnight 

bear  common  food,  while  nursing,  after  the  intermission:  some  reck- 

Ihaii  afterwards,  under   the  limi-  on  from  the  day  on  which  the  suc- 

lations  before  mentioned.  ceeding  appearance  ought  to  have 

Boston^  *Bpril^  1828.  become    manifest  ;   some  are   in- 

clined  to  include  in  their  calcula- 

jij  tion  the  entire  last  period  of  being 

_      .,    ,T  I  ,-u  *     n.         ..  rcsular,  and  others  only  date  from 

rrom  tho  Med.  Cnirur.  Transactions.  ,  •^-     ,                    i  •    i       i                           r      ,. 

n    •   T  ^"*^  "'^y  oil  u'hich  they  were   lust 

Calculahons  respecting  the  Period  sensibleofthemotionsof Iheinfant. 

of  Parturition  in  ^Vomen.  ^  i^  ,,ig,,,^  probable  that  more 

By  Samuel  Merriman,  M.D.  F.L.S.  accurate  observation  would  clear 

^'■•^*-'-  away  much  of  the   uncertainty  in 

The    question    respecting   the  which  this  question  remains  ;  and 

utmost  period  to  which  utero-ges-  it  may  be  ho|)ed  that  those,  whose 

tation  in  the  human  species  can  be  opportunities     aflord     them     the 

prolonged,  Uas  been  ofteo  agitat-  means,  will  not  neglect  to  note 
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Joxrn  sncli  facts  as  may   assist  in 
eflfectiii^  tills  ilesirable  purpose. 

Willi  the  view  of  soineuhat 
eliiciclating  this  sul)ject,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  layiiii^  before  ihe 
Society  a  Table,  for  the  accuracy 
of  which  I  can  fully  vouch,  and 
which  was  thus  constructed. 
AVhen  I  have  been  requested  to 
calculate  the  time  at  which  ihe 
accession  of  labor  mijiht  be  ex- 
pected, I  have  been  very  exact  in 
ascertaining  the  last  day  on  which 
any  appearance  of  the  catamenia 
WHS  distinguishable,  and  have 
reckoned  forty  weeks  fiom  this 
day,  assuming  that  the  tico  hun- 
dred  and  ei2:htielh  was  to  be  con- 
sidered  as  the  legitifnate  day  of 
parturition.  The  subjoined  Ta- 
ble shows  how  often  this  day  was 
deviated  from,  and  what  was  the 
actual  number  of  days  from  tlie 
day  of  menstrual  intermission  to 
the  birth  of  the  child. 

w9  Table  of  the  Births  of  114  Ma- 
ture Children^  calculated  from^ 
but  not  including  the  day  on 
which  the  Catamcnia  icere  last 
distinguishable. 

At  255  days  1 
256  ■  1 
259  1 

3  in  the  37th  week. 


At  272  days 
273 


At  274  days 
275 
276 
277 
2-38 
2^29 
280 


At  281  days 

282 
283 
284 
285 
288 
287 


At  288  days 
289 
290 
292 
293 


At  295  days 
293 
297 
298 
301 


2 
3 

14  in  the  39th  week. 

4 
2 
4 
8 
3 
3 
9 

33  in  the  40th  week. 

5 
2 
6 
1 
4 
3 
1 

22  in  the  41st  week. 

5 

2 
2 
4 

2 

15  in  the  42d  week. 

1 

2 

2 
4 
1 


At  262  days 

2 

253 

2 

264 

4 

2o5 

1 

266 

4 

IS 

At  267  days 

1 

268 

1 

269 

4 

270 

1 

371 

2 

13  in  the  38th  week. 


10  in  the  43 J  week. 

At  303  days     1 
305  I 

305  2 

4  in  the  44th  week. 

From  this  Table  it  seems  fair 
to  infer,  that  conception  is  effect- 
ed soon  after  the  catamenial  pe- 
riod has  intermitted  more  com- 
monly  than   imoiediately   before 
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the  recurrence  of  that  discharge, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  a  physi- 
cian, who  has  directed  considera- 
ble attention  to  this  subject  ;  and 
who  says,  "  It  is  more  probable 
that  conception  takes  place  a 
short  time  previous  to  the  next 
expected  menstruation  ;  an  opin- 
ion which  we  know  many  physio- 
logists entertain."*  I  aiay  add, 
that  though  I  have  restricted  the 
Table  to  114  cases,  because  those 
are  the  only  ones  which  I  have 
been  able  completely  to  verify  ; 
yet  I  have  calculated  a  great  ma- 
ny more  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  results  so  nearly  similar,  that 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  general 
correctness  of  the  principle. 

A  knowledge  of  this  fact  is 
likely  to  be  useful  on  many  occa- 
sions, but  is  of  paramount  impor- 
tance in  enabling  the  accoucheur 
to  fix  upon  the  proper  time  for  in- 
ducing premature  labor,  in  those 
afflicting  cases  of  deformed  pelvis 
which  allow  of  no  other  hope  of 
preserving  the  child. 

Upon  a  few  occasions  the  peri- 
od of  delivery,  dated  from  the  last 
appearance  of  the  catamenia,  has 
exceeded  forty-four  weeks,  or 
three  hundred  and  eight  days,  and 
1  subjoin  a  short  detail  of  these 
anomalous  cases. 

1.  Mrs.  I.  had  in  ten  pregnan- 
cies borne  eleven  children  ;  she 
had  on  all  these  occasions  become 
pregnant  almost  immediately  after 
the  monthly  intermission.  She 
was  regular  in  March,  1813,  and 
had  no  appearance  after  the  7th 
inst.  She  was  led  to  believe  that 
she  conceived  on  the  8th,  and 
made  preparations  for  her  confine- 
ment in  the  early  part  of  the  fol- 

*  Dr.  Lyall,  "  Evidence  in  the  Gard- 
ner r«era^e  Cause,"  p.  60. 


lowing  Decemher.  Her  labor  did 
not  take  place  till  the  11th  of 
January,  1814,  making  309  days, 
not  including  the  day  of  supposed 
conception,  since  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  catamenia. 

The  child,  a  boy,  when  born, 
was  larger  than  most,  if  not  than 
any  of  her  former  children,  and 
her  labor  was  of  several  hours' 
longer  duration.  She  was  once 
pregnant  afterwards,  but  this 
pregnancy  presented  nothing  un- 
usual. 

I  have  always  been  inclined  to 
think,  that  in  this  case  gestation 
was  protracted  beyond  the  usual 
term  of  forty  weeks.  The  lady 
was  a  woman  of  great  modesty 
and  good  sense,  and  free  from  ev- 
ery sort  of  affectation.  She  could 
have  had  no  motive  for  fixing  upon 
the  8th  of  March,  as  the  time  of 
conception,  but  a  firm  conviction 
that  she  was  right  in  her  calcula- 
tion ;  and  neither  the  time  of 
quickening,  nor  any  other  circum- 
stance, induced  her  to  suspect 
that  she  had  formed  an  erroneous 
opinion. 

It  has  indeed  been  assumed* 
respecting  this  case,  that  the  lady 
did  not  conceive  on  the  8th  of 
March,  but  much  later  in  the  in- 
terval of  freedom  from  menstrua- 
tion; namely,  only  just  before  the 
next  recurrence  of  the  period. 
Ought  this  assumption  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  decisive  against  the 
opinion  of  the  lady  herself  ?  She 
had  formed  her  opinion  after  the 
experience  of  ten  pregnancies,  in 
all  of  which,  she  calculated  from 
the  same  premises,  and  her  reck- 
oning had  proved  correct  ;  and  in 
a  subsequent  pregnancy,  calculat- 
ing in  the  same  way,  she  again 
formed  a  correct  opinion.     The 

*  Evidence  in  the  Gardner  Peerage. 
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assumption  rests  altogether  upon 
the  hypothesis,  that  in  this  one 
particular  the  usual  course  of  na- 
ture cannot  be  deviated  from, 
though  ue  have  evidence  ad  infi- 
nitum, that  the  course  of  nature 
in  every  other  point  relative  to 
conception,  gestation,  and  partu- 
rition, is  continually  interrupted 
and  deranged.  But  let  us  grant 
what  is  assumed,  that  the  concep- 
tion did  not  take  place  till  "  the 
day  preceding  the  next  menstrua- 
tion," w'lW  this  clear  up  the  diffi- 
culty ?  The  catamenia  ceased 
on  the  7th  of  March:  according  to 
the  laws  of  nature,  as  contended 
for  by  those  who  make  this  as- 
sumption, the  catamenia,  unless 
arrested  by  conception,  ought  to 
have  returned  at  the  end  of  twen- 
ty-eight days,  consequently  on  the 
4th  of  April,  but  they  did  not  re- 
turn on  that  day  ;  and  therefore, 
according  to  this  hypothesis,  the 
conception  must  have  been  com- 
plete on  the  3d  of  April,  which 
gives  to  the  11th  of  January  fol- 
lowing 283  days ;  and  demon- 
strates, that  the  longest  period  of 
pregnancy  which  the  objectors  al- 
low to  be  possible,  was  exceeded 
by  three  days. 

2.  Mrs.  N.  had  lain  in  of  one 
child,  and  the  number  of  days 
which  elapsed  on  that  occasion, 
between  the  catamenial  intermis- 
sion and  the  labor,  was  303.  Mrs. 
N.  was  unwell  in  November, 
1822  ;  she  recovered  on  the  loth, 
and  had  not  the  slighest  appear- 
ance afterwards.  Her  labor  took 
place  on  the  5th  of  October,  323 
days  from  the  day  of  intermission. 

It  should  be  remarked,  that 
Mrs.  N.  is  of  a  very  nervous  tem- 
perament, and  has  always  been 
irregular  in  her  periods  of  men- 
struation. The  child  was  large, 
but  not  larger  than  might  be  ex- 


pected from  a  mother,  who  is 
herself  above  the  usual  size  of 
females.  This  case,  therefore, 
though  exhibiting  so  considerable 
a  deviation  from  the  usual  course 
of  pregnancy,  cannot  be  adduced 
as  satisfactory  evidence  of  pro- 
tracted gestation. 

3.  Mrs.  B.  upwards  of  40  years 
of  age,  who  had  not  borne  a  child 
for  more  than  nine  years,  was  un- 
well in  March,  1823.  As  there 
was  no  appearance  of  the  catame- 
nia in  April,  nor  the  following 
months,  she  comforted  herself 
with  the  hope  that  the  critical 
change  in  her  life  had  been  hap- 
pily effected.  After  some  con- 
siderable time,  however,  she  be- 
gan to  enlarge  in  size,  and  feaiing 
that  some  disease  was  forming, 
she  consulted  the  late  Mr.  Che- 
valier, who  probably  supposed 
that  her  complaint  was  ovarian. 

The  enlargement  continuing  to 
increase,  she  was  recommended 
to  procure  the  advice  of  an  ac- 
coucheur, and  in  consequence  ap- 
plied to  me.  On  hearing  the  his- 
tory of  the  case,  and  being  posi- 
tively assured  that  there  had  been 
no  appearance  of  the  catamenia 
for  more  than  twelve  months, 
there  was  no  reason  to  suspect 
pregnancy,  and  I  concluded, 
therefore,  that  the  enlargement 
was  occasioned  by  an  ovarian  tu- 
mor. When,  however,  I  had  oth- 
er opportunities  of  seeing  Mrs.  B. 
and  was  permitted  to  make  an  ex- 
amination pervaginam,  it  became 
evident  that  pregnancy  was  con- 
siderably advanced,  and  in  nine  or 
ten  weeks  afterwards  (viz.  Sept. 
27,  1824)  she  was  delivered  of  a 
very  stout  healthy  boy. 

This  is  the  only  instance  which 
has  occurred  within  my  know- 
ledge, of  impregnation  being  ef- 
fected under   such   very   unusual 
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circumstances.  It  is  not  a  com- 
mon event  for  a  woman,  upwards 
of  forty  years  of  age,  to  have  a 
child  after  an  interval  of  nine 
years,  even  when  she  continues 
to  have  regular  returns  of  her  pe- 
riods ;  but  when  the  menstrual 
discharge  has  ceased  for  many 
months,  in  a  woman  at  so  late  a 
period  of  life,  it  is  a  very  extraor- 
dinaiy  occurrence  that  pregnancy 
should  take  place,  especially  as 
there  was  no  return  of  the  cata- 
menial  secretion.* 


IV. 

SELECTIONS  FKOM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Cases  of  Suffocalion  from  the  ReS' 
piration  of  the  Fumes  arising 
from  burning  Cools. 
William  Garcett,  John  Jack- 
son, and  John  Harman,  were 
brought  into  Guy's  Hospital,  at 
half-past  nine  on  Saturday  moiii- 
ing,  Dec.  16th,  in  a  state  of  in- 
sensibility. The  circumstances 
which  gave  rise  to  tlie  occurrence 
were  as  follow  : — The  above- 
mentioned  men  formed  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  Austria,  of  Wliitby, 
and  were  in  perfect  health  on 
Friday.      At  nine   o'clock  in  the 

*  In  the  "■  Observer'"  Sunday  newspa- 
per for  Sjpteaiber  9,  18*27,  a  (rial  for  se- 
duction, Anchrlon  v.  JVhillaker.^  is  re- 
ported, and  the  following  evidence  is 
elated  to  have  been  j^iven  by  the  g-irl : — 
''It  was  on  the  8:h  of  January  that  I  had 
the  iniiinac:y  with  the  defendant,  bul  nt- 
rtr  had  any  before,  or  since..'''  ''  The  child 
was  born  on  the  lljth  of  October."  On 
bein"^  c  ross-exan)ined,  she  added,  "  '1  he 
Slh  of  January  was  a  i^unday.  I  don't 
know  where  the  defendant  had  been 
spendinjj  the  day,  but  he  came  to  our 
house  in  (lie  evening',  and  staid  till  ten  or 
eleven  at  nii^lit.  iVly  misfoitune  happen- 
ed about  eight  o'cloc!'.."  Other  coulinii- 
atory  evidence  is  mentioned. 

If  this  evidence  on  oath  can  be  relied 
on,  it  proves  that  the  child  was  not  born 
till  the  284th  day  from  the  time  of  con- 
«epticb. 


evening  they  retired,  together 
with  O'lother  of  the  crew,  named 
Fairfoot,  into  the  forecastle  of 
the  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  going 
to  rest.  Before  going  to  bed,  the 
fire,  which  was  contained  in  a 
grate  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
room,  was  replenished  with  coals. 
At  eight  o'clock  on  the  following 
morning,  the  usual  signal  was  giv- 
en by  the  mate  for  tlicir  appear- 
ance upon  deck  ;  but  no  answer 
being  returned,  he  descended  to 
learn  the  cause,  and  the  follow- 
ing appearances  presented  them- 
selves: Garbett  and  Fairfoot  were 
lying  on  the  floor,  but  Jackson  and 
Harman  remained  in  their  beds  ; 
they  were  all  in  a  state  of  stupor 
and  insensibility,  from  which  it 
was  found  impossible  to  rouse 
them,  and  they  were  brought  up 
upon  the  deck,  manifebtiiig  no 
other  sign  of  life  than  a  ditiicult 
and  laborious  breathing.  The  air 
of  the  forecastle  was  of  a  sul- 
phurous and  suffocating  character, 
and,  on  investigation,  it  was  found 
that  the  smoke  and  fumes  aiising 
from  the  combustion  of  the  coals 
had  been  prevented  from  escaji- 
ing  by  the  removal  of  the  uj)per 
division  of  the  chimney,  so  that 
the  orifice  was  several  inches  be- 
low the  level  of  the  deck,  and 
consequently  the  smoke,  instead 
of  ascending,  would  be  driven 
downwards  by  the  wind.  The 
hatchway,  which  was  large  enough 
to  admit  a  full-sized  man,  had 
been  enclosed  throughout  the 
night.  The  coals  which  had  been 
used  were  from  the  Ouse,  and 
seemed  to  be  of  a  very  inferior 
quality,  containing  rather  a  large 
proportion  of  sulphur. 

From  the  foregoing  account  it 
would  appear  that  the  atmosphere 
of  the  forecastle  must  have  un- 
dergone a  gradual  deterioration,  by 
the  admixture  of  sulphureous  and 
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carbonic  acid  gnsos,  whicli  were 
generated  by  tbe  combustion  of 
the  coals.  Tbe  etfects  wbicb 
were  produced  upon  tbe  perso-js 
wbo  respired  tbis  impure  air,  al- 
tbougb  uniform  in  some  respects, 
yet  dilTered  very  widely  in  sever- 
ity. This  variety,  however,  is 
not  at  all  explicable  from  any  dif- 
ference in  tbe  coacoinitart  cir- 
cumstances ;  since,  as  tbe  sub- 
joined cases  will  show,  the  mild- 
est and  most  severe  case«  took 
place  undrtr  circumstances  pre- 
cisely similar. 

Case  I. — Fairfoot,  a  young 
man  of  healthy  temperament,  was 
found  lying  upon  the  floor,  on  bis 
elbo'.vs  aid  knees  :  when  brought 
upon  deck,  he  was  breathing  with 
difficulty,  and  was  quite  insensi- 
ble ;  after  having  been  exposed, 
however,  about  two  hours  to  the 
open  air,  he  began  to  exhibit  signs 
of  consciousness,  and  at  eleven 
o'clock  he  was  able  to  speak.  Ex- 
cepting the  exhibition  of  a  small 
quantity  of  brandy,  no  remedial 
measures  were  bad  recourse  to. 
His  resuscitation  was  preceded  by 
vomiting. 

At  two  o'clock,  be  was  able  to 
walk  to  the  hospital,  and  seemed 
to  suffer  no  material  inconveni- 
ence. He  could  give  no  account 
of  the  occurrence,  and  was  uncon- 
scious of  having  left  his  bed. 

Case  II. — Wm.  Garbett,  a  ro- 
bust and  muscular  man,  aged  thir- 
ty, was  placed  in  circumstances 
very  analogous  to  tbe  former,  and 
was  found  besida  him  in  a  similar 
position.  When  brought  into  the 
hospital,  at  half-past  nine,  be  was 
completely  insensible  ;  his  breath- 
ing obstructed  and  stertorous  ;  his 
extremities  cold  ;  his  pupils, 
though  not  dilated,  perfectly  in- 
sensible to  light  ;  and  his  pulse 
frequent  and  weak. 


Friction  with'  heated  vinegar 
was  imcnediately  bad  recourse  to, 
and  some  ammonia  was  adminis- 
tered. At  eleven  o'clock,  he  in- 
haled a  blad.ler  of  oxygen  gas  : 
this  produced  a  transient  bright- 
ening of  tbe  countenance,  tbe  co- 
lor of  the  face  becoming  slightly 
redder.  No  peirnaiienl  amend- 
ment, hc.V'ive'-,  was  effected  :  he 
remained  much  ii  the  same  stale, 
brandy  being  at  iiUcrvals  adminis- 
tered, lill  one  o'clock,  when  his 
breathing  becaii.e  gradually  short- 
er, and  at  half  past  one  he  expir- 
ed. About  two  hours  bcifore  death, 
the  pulse  was  ninety,  regular,  and 
rather  full. 

Sectio  cadaveris. — This  took 
place  about  two  hours  and  a  half 
after  death.  Tbe  appearance  of 
the  face  was  like  that  of  a  man 
who  had  died  from  strangulation. 
On  opening  the  head,  very  few 
morbid  a[)pearances  presented 
themselves.  The  veins  of  the  du- 
ra mater  seemed  a  little  engorg- 
ed, but  those  of  the  pia  mater 
were  perfectly  natural.  There 
was  rather  a  preternatural  abun- 
dance of  blood  in  tbe  sinuses,  and 
slight  serous  effusion  between  the 
tunica  aracbnuides  and  pia  mater  ; 
the  veins  of  the  corpora  striata 
were  very  turgid.  In  other  re- 
spects, the  brain  was  completely 
healthy. 

Chest: — The  pleura  and  peri- 
cardium presented  nothing  re- 
markable. On  opening  the  latter, 
the  right  side  of  the  heart  seem- 
e  I  much  distended,  and  both  the 
auricle  and  ventricle  were  found 
to  contain  a  laige  quantity  of  tiuid 
blood.  The  lungs  had  a  dark  ap- 
pearance, and  there  was  very 
considerable  congestion  in  them. 
The  trachea  contained  a  small 
quantity  of  mucus,  and  its  internal 
surface  was  tinged  in  many  places 
by  a  black  carbonaceous  deposit- 
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The  subjects  of  the  two  remahi- 
ing  cases  were  sleeping  in  the 
same  bed,  and  placed  under  ex- 
actly similar  circumstances. 

Case  III. — John  Orman,  a  rud- 
dy healthy  youth,  apparently 
about  eighteen.  At  the  time  of 
his  admission,  he  was  laboring 
under  the  following  symptoms  : — 
His  respiration  was  rather  diffi- 
cult, pulse  quick,  and  he  was 
completely  insensible. 

Ammonia  was  administered,  and 
heated  vinegar  rubbed  over  the 
body  and  extremities.  In  a  short 
time  the  breathing  became  easier, 
and  his  nose  became  sensible  to 
the  impression  of  stimuli.  In 
about  four  hours  his  face  had  as- 
sumed a  natural  appearance,  and 
consciousness  began  slowly  to 
manifest  itself.  He  went  on  im- 
proving, and  at  two  o'clock  he 
was  able  to  answer  questions  cor- 
rectly, and  complained  only  of 
pain  in  the  back. 

About  three  o'clock  he  was 
bled,  and  recovered  with  no  fur- 
ther inconvenience. 

Case  IV. — The  subject  of  this 
case  was  a  boy  about  fourteen. 
When  brought  into  the  hospital, 
his  symptoms  were  very  severe  : 
the  extremities  were  cold,  the 
pulse  very  frequent  and  weak,  the 
respiration  difficult  and  laborious, 
the  pupil  of  the  left  side  was  di- 
lated, and  but  very  slightly  affect- 
ed by  the  admission  of  light  ;  that 
of  the  righi  side,  however,  was 
natural. 

He  was  immediately  rubbed 
with  hot  vinegar,  and  some  am- 
monia and  brandy  were  adminis- 
tered, by  means  of  a  tube  intro- 
duced into  the  oesophagus.  At 
eleven  o'clock  he  inhaled  a 
bladder  of  oxygen  gas  :  this  was 


followed  for  a  short  time  by  strong- 
er and  deeper  respirations,  and 
there  was  a  transient  amendment 
in  the  expression  of  the  counte- 
nance, and  slight,  temporary  red- 
ness in  the  face. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  muscles 
of  the  left  side  were  observed  to 
be  rigid,  and  often  affected  by 
spasmodic  twitchings  ;  the  right 
arm  was  in  almost  continual  mo- 
tion, and  the  mouth  was  occasion- 
ally drawn  to  the  left  side.  The 
temperature  of  the  left  side  was 
perceptibly  higher  than  that  of 
the  right.  There  was  an  almost 
incessant  motion  of  the  eyes  pro- 
duced by  the  alternate  action  of 
the  abductor  and  adductor  mus- 
cles. The  pulse  were  ranging 
from  140  to  160  in  the  minute, 
were  always  small  and  weak,  of- 
ten fluttering  and  indistinct. 

At  one  o'clock,  a  sinapism  was 
applied  to  the  chest. 

About  an  hour  from  this  time, 
he  was  seen  by  Mr.  Morgan, 
(under  whose  care  the  cases  were 
admitted,)  when,  no  amendment 
having  taken  place,  the  jugular 
vein  was  opened.  Very  little 
blood,  however,  could  be  obtain- 
ed, and  it  was  therefore  thought 
proper  to  open  a  vein  in  the  arm; 
the  blood  taken  from  both  amount- 
ed to  six  ounces.  The  effect  of 
this  was  to  produce  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes an  increase  in  the  sensibility 
of  the  affected  iris,  and  to  render 
the  pulse  for  a  few  minutes  rather 
fuller. 

In  a  short  time  after  this,  ten 
ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from 
the  right  temple  by  cupping.  The 
pulse  again  rose  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  the  pupil  remained  afterwards 
more  sensible  to  light. 

No  obvious  permanent  amend- 
ment was  produced  by  these  mea- 
sures :  his  respiration  continued  to 
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be  difficult,  and  his  pulse  soon  be- 
came again  fluttering  and  indis- 
tinct, and,  when  perceptible 
enough  to  be  counted,  they  were 
from  150  to  160  in  the  minute. 
Brandy  and  ammonia  were  admi- 
nistered at  intervals,  and  oxygen 
was  frequently  inhaled.  The  lat- 
ter never  failed  to  produce  a  tem- 
porary excitement,  during  which 
the  eyes  were  opened,  and  the 
respiratory  muscles  called  into 
increased  exertion. 

He  gradually  became  worse, 
his  powers  evidently  decreasing. 
At  seven  in  the  evening,  his 
breathing  was  short  and  quick,  his 
pulse  fluttering  and  not  to  be 
counted,  and  a  cold  perspiration 
bedewed  the  surface.  A  stimu- 
lating enema  was  administered, 
and  oxygen  again  inhaled. 

He  rallied  a  little  about  ten 
o'clock,  but  soon  sunk  into  his 
former  state,  and  about  four 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning 
he  expired. 

Sedio  cadaveris. —  Head  :  The 
dura  and  pia  mater  deviated 
scarcely  at  all  from  the  healthy 
appearance  ;  the  veins  of  the  cor- 
pora striata  were  turgid  with 
blood,  and  coagula  of  blood  were 
found  in  both  the  internal  carotid 
arteries.  There  was  slight  effu- 
sion of  serum  at  the  base  of  the 
brain  ;  and,  when  a  section  was 
made  of  the  brain,  the  bloody 
points  were  found  to  be  preter- 
naturally  numerous. 

Chest : — The  pleura  pulmonalis 
and  costalis  were  united  rather 
extensively  by  strong  adhesions, 
apparently  of  long  standing.  A 
large  quantity  of  partially  coagu- 
lated blood  was  found  in  the  right 
side  of  the  heart  and  pulmonary 
arteries ;  and  the  vasa  vasorum 
Tvere  unusually  distinct  at  the  ori- 
gins of  the  aorta  and  pulmonary 
artery. 


The  lungs  presented  nothing 
worthy  of  notice. — Lon.  Med.  and 
Phys.  Journal. 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  29,  1828. 
BOSTON  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Stated  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Boston  Medical  Association 
will  be  held  at  the  Exchange  Coffee 
House  on  Monday,  the  5th  day  of 
May  next,  at  2,  P.  M. 

A  rule  of  the  Association  requires 
that  those  members  who  have  the 
purpose  of  not  assisting  at  the  din- 
ner, give  notice  thereof  to  the  Sec- 
retary, in  writing,  at  least  one  week 
before  the  day  of  meeting. 

J.  G.  Stevenson,  Sec^y. 

Charles  Walker,  M.D.  has  been 
admitted  a  member  of  this  Asso- 
ciation. 

WEEKLY    KEPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  April  19,  at  noon. 

April  11.  John  McKenney,  12  mo. 

12.  Mary  Duraud,  4  yrs. 
Susan  Burge,  8 

13.  Lucy  Ann  Fracker,  27 
Mary  Smith  Brown,  7  1-2 
Charles  F.  Goodridge,  5 

14.  Charles  J.  Miller,  jr.  8  mo. 
Charles  H.  Wilson,  2  yrs. 

15.  Thomas  Christy,  63 
Isaac  Fay,  35 
Samuel  S.  Bell,  36 
Nathan  B.  Reed,  44 
Louisa  Patterson,  3  mo- 
John  Flannagan,  10 
Thomas  Greene,  29  yrs. 
Anne  Smith  Otis,  .  21 
Elizabeth  A.  Hunt,  2 
James  W.  Graver,  2 

17.  Sarah  C.  Reed,  7 
Sarah  Mead,  8  mo. 
John  Leonard,  39  yrs. 

18.  Ann  Stuart,  43 

19.  Henry  J.  Homer,  5  mo. 

Consumption,  6 — convulsions,  1 — disease  of 
the  heart,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — hooping- 
cough,  3— intemperance,  1 — infantile,  1 — in- 
flammation on  the  lungs,  1 — lung  fever,  3 — 
marasmus,  1 — throat  distemper,  1 — unknown, 
3.  Males,  13— Females,  10.  Stillborn,  1. 
Total,  24. 
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SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

TFIIS  Institution  has  for  its  ohjpct  (lie 
treatment  of  (.U  PA  NKi  )U!?  1)1^- 
KASI">.  To  (he  poor  who  are  sufFiTina^ 
f.-om  eruplioD?  of  a.iy  rlescipiion,  medical 
aivice  an(l  attend<tnce  will  be  ^iven  tree 
of  expc-tise. 

CH\NDLF:!1  ROEBI.NS,  M.l). 

PTJIPHUll  ({ATI  — Dr,  R.  has,  at 
his  house,  a  private  Salpliar  Bi'h  on  an 
injir-jveri  plai,  >v!ii''h  h^,-  will  a  1  ninis'i  r 
ill  case's  of  'ih-'ima' i-itn.  and  atfecijus  of 
Ihe  s'tiii  which  require  i*. 

Hi  ad  of  Franklin  Placi,  Boston. 

^  eopfit 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  fVasking.'on  S/.  Corner  of  IVin- 
ter  St. 

HAS  received  by  (he  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  sprin^^  supply  of  .VIeui- 
ci.vE-5 ;  amons^  (hern  are  Kxtract  Halsam 
C'opaiva,  K\t.  Belladonna  from  Eye-ln- 
firinary.  Blue  pill  from  \po(hecaries''  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  h^nietic,  !Vla2:nesia  C'alc, 
t^laterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine 

•ium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
i  'I  inci.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Kxt.  Hops,  &c.  Sic. 

C,  W.  returns  his  ;2frateful  acknowl- 
€d2;nient  to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  (he  public,  for  (heir  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  hy  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians''  I'rescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing; and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  '2-2. 

NOTICE. 

SUBSCRIBERS  who  are  s* ill  indebted 
for  the  Bofton  Medical  Inlellintnc^r, 
are  requested  to  pay  (heir  hills,  as  recent- 
ly presented,  either  at  this  office  or  to  one 
of  (he  folio wiii'^  a;»ent?,  —  Barnet  PtUrs., 
Portland,  Me.  ;  CkarJcs  Coffin.,  Postmas- 
ter, liJuxton,  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Fravcis., 
New- York,  N.  Y. ;  Tho.  O.  H  Crn.iwill, 
Postmaster,  Catskill,  N.  Y.  ;  R.  11.  Small, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Gideon  B.  Smith,  Pa- 
triot office,  Baltimore,  Md.  ;  Lemuel 
DwelL,  Augusta,  Ga. ;  Drake  &  ConcUn, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 


14(h  day  of  next  month  the  price  of  the 
5(h  volume,  as  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $'2,62  1-2. 

LAWRENCE'S  LECTURES. 

JUS  r  publish,  d,  and  forsale  by  FOOTE 
&.  BllOWN,  Salem,  "  Lectures  on 
Physiology,  Zooh-ijry,  and  the  Natural 
History  of  Man,  delivered  at  the  Royal 
CoUi.-g'e  of  ~;ur^eons,  London,  hy  VV.  Law- 
RE^CE,  F. IL"^.  Prolessor  of  Anatomy  and 
Surg'ery  in  the  Colleg;e,  Assis'ant  Surgeon 
to  St  i.artholomew's  Hospital,  Surgeon 
to  Bridewell  and  Bethlem  Hospitals,  and 
to  the  London  Infirmary  (or  Diseases  of 
the    i:ye." 

A  Work  on  the  Natural  History  of  our 
species,  which  should  comprise  all  the 
i.nportant  fact*,  within  a  moderate  com- 
pass, has  long  been  a  desideratum  with 
the  junior  members  of  (he  medical  proles- 
sioii.  This  work  Mr.  Lawrence  has  hap- 
pily achieved.  'J'here  were  already  eru- 
dite and  able  treatises  on  this  subject, 
but  from  their  great  bulk  and  cost,  as 
well  as  (he  circumstance  that  they  are 
all  written  in  foreign  languages,  thev  are 
inaccessible  to  a  vast  major'' 
Mr.  I  ->'vr-  (ice,  recognized 
1  nding  high  in  t 

his  [  olession,  and  more  advanlageousiji 
known  as  a  comparative  anatomist,  on  the 
continent  of  tiurope,  than  other  English 
writers  of  the  present  day,  has  applied  his 
learning  and  talents  to  supply  (his  defect. 
Being  in  a  great  measure  free  from  the  in- 
sular prejudices,  which  so  commonly  in- 
fect his  countrymen,  he  has  given  every 
question  which  occurs  an  impartial  and 
p'.iilosophical  consideration— he  has  drawn 
together  from  every  source  all  the  various 
information  which  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  subject,  and  arranged  the 
whole  systematically,  yet  without  being 
enslaved  to  a  systcn. 

To  the  medical  student  this  work  will 
be  invaluable,  being  the  only  text  book  in 
the  En^flish  language  upon  a  portion  of 
his  studies  where  a  good  text  book  is  in- 
dispensable. To  the  general  scholar  it 
will  open  this  most  interesting  of  all 
branches  of  Natural  History — the  knowl- 
edge of  his  own  person,  and  the  habits  of 
his  race.  To  (he  American  it  will  be 
doubly  dear,  from  the  free  spirit  it  every 
whi're  bieathes,  and  (he  admiration  so 
boldly  and  unequivocally  avowed  of  our 
republican  institutions. 


Published  weekly,  by  .John  Cotton,  at  18-4,  'Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  ail  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  doUaxs  if 
aot  paid  wiibiii  tho  year.     The  postage  for  this  ii  the  same  u  for  other  newspapars. 
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No.  12. 


I. 

Remarks  on  Re-vaccination  ;  and 
on  the  Opinions  of  Dr.  Rabbins 
relating  to  that  subject. 

Communicated  in  a  Letter  to  the 
Editors  from  George  Hayward, 
M.D.  &c. 

L\  the  2d  No.  of  your  Journal 
there  is  a  communication  from 
Dr.  C.  Robbins,  of  this  city,  res- 
pecting cowpox,*  which  appears 
to  me  to  contain  much  that  is  cal- 
culated to  unsettle  t'he  public 
mind  with  regard  to  the  prevent- 
ive power  of  that  disease.  He 
asserts,  what  all  will  be  inclined 
to  admit,  that  the  generality  of 
mankind  are  liable  to  be  affected 
by  the  infection  of  smallpox  ;  that 

*  I  use  the  term  Cowpox  because  it  is 
most  commonly  employed  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  because  it  seems  to  be  most  in 
accordance  with  analog^'.  There  is  no 
objection,  that  I  am  aware  of,  to  the  La- 
tin name  Vaccinia,  which  is  adopted  by 
Dr.  Good  and  other  writer?  ;  Dr.  Robbins 
employs  the  terms  Vaccinia  and  Vacciola 
to  express,  a«  far  as  I  can  discover,  the 
same  thing. 

12 


this  susceptibility  is  greater  in 
some  than  in  others,  and  that  it  is 
by  exhausting  this  that  the  cow- 
pox  is  capable  of  preventing  the 
effects  of  the  contagion  of  small- 
pox. But  when  he  recommends 
re-vaccination  in  all  cases,  on  the 
ground  that  the  susceptibility  may 
not  have  been  completely  ex- 
hausted by  the  previous  vaccina- 
tion, I  must  enter  my  protest 
against  it  ;  for  I  cannot  but  think 
that  the  measure  is  wholly  un- 
necessary where  the  disease  in 
the  first  instance  has  been  of  the 
genuine  character,  and  uninter- 
rupted in  its  progress  ;  and  that 
the  mere  suggestion  of  it  is  cal- 
culated to  create  doubt  and  dis- 
trust as  to  the  value  of  vaccina- 
tion in  the  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity. Besides,  there  would 
be  no  end  to  it,  that  I  can  disco- 
ver. If  the  second  vaccination  is 
successful,  it  is  a  clear  proof,  ac- 
cording to  this  theory,  that  the 
susceptibility  was  not  completely 
exhausted  by  the  first  ;  and  how 
do   we   know  that  it  la  by  the  se- 
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cond  ?  It  must  of  course  be  re- 
peated as  long  as  it  continues  to 
produce  the  genuine  vesicle,  oth- 
erwise there  will  be  no  certainty 
that  the  susceptibility  is  exhaust- 
ed. And  if  the  vaccination  should 
be  unsuccessful,  there  would  still 
be  room  to  doubt,  for  the  matter 
may  have  been  effete,  or  some- 
thing may  have  occurred  in  the 
operation  to  prevent  its  introduc- 
tion, or  there  may  have  been  a 
little  too  much  bleeding,  so  as  to 
wash  it  out  after  it  has  been  in- 
troduced. In  either  case  it  will 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
satisfy  one's  self  of  the  exhaustion 
of  the  susceptibility,  without  re- 
peating the  operation  a  greater 
number  of  times  than  either  pa- 
tient or  physician  will  ever  sub- 
mit to. 

What  then  are  the  facts  on 
which  this  hypothesis  is  supposed 
to  rest  ?  No  other,  that  I  can 
discover,  than  that  the  second 
vaccination  has  occasionally  pro- 
duced "  as  perfect  a  vesicle,  and 
as  deep  an  areola,  as  if  the  indi- 
vidual had  never  been  vaccinat- 
ed." Does  this  often  occur  in 
those  who  have  the  distinct,  well- 
characterized  scars  of  cowpox  ? 
My  own  experience  would  au- 
thorize me  to  say  that  it  veiy 
rarely  does.  During  the  past 
winter  I  vaccinated  more  than 
forty  persons,  ail  of  whom  had 
been  previously  vaccinated,  and 
on  whose  arms  I  found  the  genu- 
ine scar.  It  is  difficult  to  de- 
scribe what  I  consider  a  genuine 
scar,  so  as  to  give  an  idea  of  it  to 
those  who  are  unaccustomed  to 
the  examination  of  the  scar  made 
by  the  cowpox.  I  should  say, 
however,  that  it  is  very  distinct, 
usually  whiter  than  the  surround- 
ing skin,  of  a  circular  form,  vary- 
ing in  size  from  something  larger 


than  a  ninepence  (or  an  English 
sixpence),  to  less  than  half  that 
size,  and  commonly  exhibiting 
two  or  more  small  indentations  on 
its  surface.  To  not  one  of  this 
number  of  forty  was  I  able  to 
communicate  the  cowpox,  though 
the  matter  employed  was  of 
the  purest  kind,  and  failed,  in 
scarcely  a  single  instance,  to  pro- 
duce the  genuine  disease  in  the 
unprotected.  There  was  a  great 
similarity  in  the  effects  produced 
on  those  who  had  been  previously 
vaccinated,  by  the  introduction 
of  the  matter.  The  puncture 
usually  inflamed  in  the  course  of 
twelve  hours,  and  this  inflamma- 
tion was  attended  with  a  great 
degree  of  itching  ;  the  vesicle 
never  contained  limpid  matter, 
but  was  soon  tilled  with  pus,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  fifth  or  sixth  day 
at  the  farthest,  the  disease  began 
to  decline.  There  was  also  a  re- 
markable uniformity  in  the  form 
of  the  scab  ;  instead  of  being  near- 
ly flat,  as  it  is  in  cowpox,  it  was 
invariably  of  a  conical  form.  It 
may  perhaps  be  worth  while  to 
remark,  that  of  the  number  in 
whom  I  repeated  the  vaccination, 
several  had  been  vaccinated  more 
than  twenty-five  years  before,  and 
no  more  effect  was  produced  on 
them  than  on  those  who  had  been 
more  recently  vaccinated. 

There  is  a  striking  difference 
in  this  result  from  that  given  by 
Dr.  R.,  who  thinks  "that  in  about 
one  case  in  twenty  it  has  taken  a 
second  time."  The  correctness 
of  this  opinion  must  be  tested  by 
future  observation  on  an  extend- 
ed scale. 

But  admitting  the  fact,  that  a 
vaccine  vesicle,  having  most  if 
not  all  the  characters  of  the  genu- 
ine one,  may  be  sometimes  pro- 
duced by  a   second   vaccination, 
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does  it  necessarily  follow  that  the  nothing  of  the  disease,  or  do  not 
patient  did  not  before  have  the  employ  fresh  or  genuine  matter, 
disease,  and  that  he  was  conse-  or  do  not  remain  long  enough  in 
quently  unprotected  ?  I  think  the  towns  which  they  visit  to  as- 
not,  for  it  is  well  known  that  such  certain  whether  the  cowpox  has 
a  vesicle  has  occasionally  been  been  communicated.  In  Boston, 
produced  by  vaccination  on  those  on  the  contrary,  it  is  done  by  the 
who  have  had  the  smallpox  in  the  physicians  ;  great  care  is  taken 
most  unequivocal  manner.  respecting  the  matter  that  is  in- 
Dr.  R.  does  not  appear  to  be  troduced,  and  the  disease  is  care- 
satisfied  with  tiie  usual  mode  of  fully  watched  during  its  whole 
accounting  for  the  occurrence  of  progress.  If  one  person  out  of 
smallpox  after  vaccination,  but  twenty,  who  have  been  properly 
rather  supposes  that  it  is  owing  vaccinated,  is  liable  to  take  the 
to  the  fact,  that  the  susceptibility  smallpox,  how  does  it  happen  that 
had  not  been  completely  exhaust-  it  has  not  been  communicated  to 
ed  by  the  cowpox.  Facts,  I  a  single  individual  of  the  hun- 
think,  will  show,  that  the  com-  dreds  who  have  been  exposed  to 
mon  explanation  is  in  all  probabi-  it  in  this  city  in  the  manner  I  have 
lity,  in   most   cases,  the   correct  mentioned  .'' 

one.  Not  a  year  has  elapsed,  I  do  not  however  mean  to  say, 
since  the  introduction  of  cowpox  that  those  who  have  had  the  genu- 
into  this  city,  that  one  or  more  ine  cowpox  can  never  take  the 
patients  have  not  come  here  with  smallpox  ;  on  the  contrary  I  know 
the  smallpox;  and  in  almost  every  that  this  sometimes,  though  rarely 
instance  several  individuals,  in  happens,  but  the  same  thing  oc- 
some  cases  fifty  or  sixty,  have  cuis,  still  more  rarely  perhaps,  in 
been  exposed  to  the  contagion,  those  who  have  had  the  smallpox, 
before  the  removal  of  the  pa-  An  exposure  to  a  high  degree  of 
tient,  without  any  other  protec-  the  infection  will  not  unfrequently 
tion  than  vaccination,  and  the  dis-  produce  a  mild  variolous  erup- 
ease  has  not  been  communicated,  tion,  in  those  who  have  before 
as  far  as  I  can  learn,  to  a  single  gone  through  the  stnallpox,  and 
individual  who  has  been  vaccinat-  there  are  even  some  cases  of  se- 
ed, by  any  of  these  patients,  condary  smallpox  that  have  proved 
Whereas,  hardly  a  case  of  small-  fatal. 

pox  has  occurred  in  the  country  Dr.  R.  does  not  seem  to  think 
towns  in  this  commonwealth,  with-  that  a  cutaneous  eruption  at  the 
in  the  last  few  years,  that  has  not  period  of  vaccination  is  likely  to 
communicated  the  disease  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
some  who  had  been  previously  ease,  or  prevent  it  from  being  ef- 
vaccinated.  And  this  may  be  ex-  fectual.  The  late  Dr.  Jenner 
plained,  without  supposing  any  and  Dr.  Geo.  Gregory,  Physician 
want  of  attention  or  professional  of  the  London  Smallpox  and  Cow- 
skill  in  the  medical  gentlemen  in  pox  Hospital,  (names  certainly  of 
the  country,  by  the  manner  in  no  mean  authority  nn  this  subject,) 
which  vaccination  is  performed  have  taught  otherwise,  and  if  they 
there  and  in  Boston.  In  the  coun-  are  in  an  error,  it  is  without  doubt 
try  it  is  frequently  done  by  itine-  a  harmless  or.e,  but  a  neglect  of 
rants,   who  either  know  little  or  their  admonitions,  if  iheir  opinions 
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should  be  correct, might  be  follow- 
ed by  very  serious  consequences. 

I  have  only  to  notice  one  other 
point  in  Dr.  R.'s  paper,  and  that 
is  the  opinion  he  advances  re- 
specting the  interruption  the  dis- 
ease is  liable  to  experience  in  its 
progress.  "  It  is  not,  I  appre- 
hend," says  he,  "  so  easy  a  thing 
to  check  the  progress  of  this  dis- 
ease, as  is  generally  supposed.'' 
He  seems  to  think  that  the  form- 
ation of  the  vesicle  and  the  affec- 
tion of  the  constitution  are  simul- 
taneous, and  that  "  it  matters  but 
little  to  the  security  of  the  indivi- 
dual, whether  the  pustule  be  dis- 
turbed or  not."  To  neither  of 
these  views  do  I  assent.  The 
disease  I  believe  to  be  local  till 
the  virus  contained  in  the  vesicle 
has  been  absorbed  into  the  system, 
and  the  constitutional  symptoms 
that  usually  occur  between  the 
eighth  and  tenth  day  are  probably 
the  effect  of  this  absorption. 

In  the  summer  of  1816  I  vac- 
cinated a  female  infant;  a  perfect' 
vesicle  was  formed,  from  which  I 
took  matter  on  the  eighth  day  that 
gave  the  disease  to  others.  On 
the  ninth,  in  consequence  of  ex- 
posure of  the  limb  to  a  strong 
current  of  air  while  the  child  was 
asleep,  a  violent  inflammation 
took  place  around  the  vesicle, 
suppuration  was  the  consequence, 
and  a  great  discharge  of  pus  fol- 
lowed. During  the  past  year, 
entertaining  some  doubt  whether 
the  system  was  protected  against 
smallpox,  I  vaccinated  her  again, 
and  no  one  ever  had  the  disease 
more  perfectly  than  she  did.  This 
induced  me  to  believe,  that  the 
inflammation  and  suppuration 
around  the  vesicle  had  prevented 
the  absorption  of  the  vaccine  vi- 
rus into  the  system,  and  that  the 
disease,  until  this  takes  place,  is 


entirely  local.  Irritation,  there- 
fore, of  the  vesicle  from  any 
cause,  which  would  produce  sup- 
puration or  ulceration,  and  thus 
change  the  character  of  the  action 
going  on,  would  I  believe  prevent 
the  vaccination  from  affording  any 
protection  against  smallpox. 

This  is  certainly  analogous  to 
what  is  known  of  syphilis  ;  one 
spot  is  inoculated;  in  a  period  va- 
rying from  five  to  fourteen  days 
after  the  exposure,  a  small  pim- 
ple, containing  a  limpid  fluid,  ap- 
pears ;  this  soon  ulcerates,  and 
thus  far  it  is  a  local  disease.  It 
is  possible  to  remove  it  by  the 
knife  or  by  caustic,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  affection  of  the  system. 
This  is  sometimes  done,  but  these 
means  are  so  harsh,  that  patients 
for  the  most  part  prefer  the  mild- 
er and  equally  efficacious,  though 
less  expeditious  method  that  is 
usually  pursued.  I  have  no  doubt 
also,  that  by  the  removal  with  the 
knife  of  the  vaccine  vesicle,  at  an 
early  period,  the  progress  of  the 
disease  would  be  arrested,  and 
the  system  be  left  wholly  unpro- 
tected. 

In  conclusion,  the  results  to 
which  I  have  arrived  in  my  own 
own  mind  on  this  subject,  are  the 
following  : 

1st.  That  one  successful  vac- 
cination, made  with  genuine  mat- 
ter, and  which  has  been  uninter- 
rupted in  its  progress,  affords  all 
the  protection  which  cowpox  can 
give  against  the  infection  of  small- 
pox. 

2d.  That  many  of  the  cases  of 
smallpox  after  cowpox  are  owing 
to  the  imperfect  manner  in  which 
the  patient  has  been  vaccinated. 

3d.  That  eruptions  on  the  skin, 
at  the  time  of  vaccination,  have 
the  power  of  so  modifying  the  dis- 
ease as  sometimes  to  take  away 
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the  protection  which  it  would  oth-  meiit   of  a  number  of  common  af- 

ervvise  aflford  against  smallpox.  factions;   and    although    some    may 

And  lastly,  That  it  is  of  the  ut-  venture   to    doubt   the    efficacy    of 

most  importance  that  the  vaccine  g,,,,        ...i.^    as    the    application 

vesicle    should    be   disturbed    as  ^     ^       ,      ,            .u          r          r 

,..,,                   .,  ,         ^,          .        ^L  **'  ^  '^^v  leeches  on   the  surface   of 

Jittle  as  possible,   otherwise   the  ,       ,  ,                  , 

„u         4-          c  ti.        •            -11       *  the  abdomen   or  thorax,  as  a  reme- 

absorption   ot   the  virus  will  not  ,    ^  «  .  -...^ 

take   place,   and  the  system  con-  ^^  ^''^  ^  deep-seated  inflammation, 

sequently  will  not  be  protected.  ^^ere  are  other  parts  of  his  practice 

Boston,  JlpHl  22,  1828.  quite  worthy  of  commendation  and 


mutation. 


**•  Hospital  Report  from  the    Val  dt 
The  doctrine  of  M.  Broussais  h;is  G^ace.      By  M.  Broussais. 

been  made  public  nearly  thirty  years ; 

For  November,  December,  January,  February 
yet  has  been  known    and   noticed   in  ^^^  March  1826-7. 

Great  Britain  within  a  k\v  years  only. 

Since  it  has  become  the  subject  of  at-  ,    M-     Broussais's     doctrine     has 

.   ,      .  ...,,,  lately  been  assailed,  throusrh  the 

tention,  It  has  been  ridiculed  by  some  i-  ^  ,i  ,•  \  •   \    •,. 

'  ^  medium  oi  the  practice   which  it 

writers  as  yisionary,  and  attacked  by  inculcates.      It  has  been  said  that 

others  for  its  pretension  to  originality,  the    success  of  the  Professor  in 

The  Italian  physicians  and  the  English  the  Val  dk  Grace  has  not  been 

would    claim,    each    for    their    own  equal  to  that  of  other  physicians 

countrymen,    the    merit    of  having  entertaining  different   views  from 

given    birth    to    the    Inflammatory  the  founder  of  the  new  doctrine. 

T^    .  .  ..  Tj  .         ,•        '  It  is  hardly  fair  to  ludge  of  a  doc- 

Doctrine.     M.  Broussais,  on  his  part,  ^  .  .•         i       ' 

,  ,        ,   , .      ,  .  .  trine  or  practice   by  comparative 

has   enlarged    his  claims  very  consi-  ^^^^^^^  j^^  different    hospitals— or 

derably  ;    and  his  Doctrine,   which  gyen  in  the   same  hospital  at  dif- 

was  first  published   about  the  year  ferent  times,   or  under   different 

1801,  under  the  title  of  "  History  of  physicians.     A   man   may  have  a 

the  Phlegmasia,  or  Chronic  Inflamma-  run  of  bad  or  good  luck  in  the  re- 

tions,"  has  been  since  dignified  with  ception  of  patients,  as  well  as  in 

the  title  of  the  "  New  Physiological  throwing  dice  or  playing  at  cards 

rv    .  •      »     rr-       ,        .1      .           »  — and  this  may  give  a  very  pleas- 
Doctrine."      lo  wiiom  the  strongest  .  ,  .  ^     ,i         "^ 

...,.,,  .  ing  or  gloomy  cast  to  the  numen- 

claim   of  originality  belongs,   is  not  ^^j  ^^^^,^3  ^^  j^c  end  of  the  quar- 

for  us  to  decide;  but  we  must  give  to  ter   or  half-year.      M.    Broussais 

M.   Broussais   the  credit  of  having  has  caused  his  aide-major,    (M. 

presented  to  the  public  in  a   more  Cassimir  Broussais)   to  present  a 

distinct  view  than  others,  the  iutor-  semestral  report  from  the  Val  de 

nal   inflammations,  acute,  sub-acute  Grace,  appealing,  for  the  authen- 

and  chronic,  as  the  cause  of  a  multi-  ^icity  and  truth  of  the    report,  to 

♦  J      fcui      <r    .•  u  the  records  of  the  institution,  and 

tude  of  (ebrile  an^ections,   whose  na-  ,,  .,  -,,  ,  ,,     , 

,    .  ,  the  evidence  of  those  who  walked 

ture  was  before  unknown.  .1      1        •*  1    *  *u  *  *•  at  ^l- 

the  hospital  at  that  time.    Nothing 

We   present  a  Report   from   the  ^an  be  more  unexceptionable  than 

Hospital  in  which  he  practises,  for  this  plan,    with  the   reservations 

the  purpose  of  exhibiting  hi»  treat-  above   alluded   to — and  we  shall 
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now  proceed  to  give  an  analysis 
of  this  report. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  reporter, 
that  when  M.  Broussais  takes  his 
turn  of  duty  in  the  Val  de  Grace, 
he  desires  that  the  worst  cases 
may  be  sent  to  his  wards.  This 
is  magnanimous — more  so  than 
wise,  perhaps.  In  the  five  months 
above  specified,  there  were  en- 
tered 438  patients,  of  whom  20 
died,  or  about  one  in  twenty-two. 
This  certainly  is  not  a  very  great 
mortality,  considering  that  an  epi- 
demic raged  during  part  of  the 
time,  before  which,  the  mortality 
was  only  one  in  thirty-five — and 
that  86  cases  remained  in  the  hos- 
pital from  the  preceding  semes- 
tre.  M.  Cassimir  asserts,  (and 
there  can  be  no  reason  to  disbe- 
lieve him)  that  many  were  sent  to 
the  Val  de  Grace,  in  the  above 
period,  merely  to  die.  This  hap- 
pens in  all  hospitals,  and  must  ev- 
er prevent  a  fair  estimate  of  me- 
dical treatment.  We  do  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  give  the  whole  ta- 
ble of  maladies.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  there  were  three  aneurisms 
of  the  heart — 76  cases  of  acute 
bronchitis — 8  of  colitis — 7  of  duo- 
denitis— 3  of  encephalitis — 60  of 
gastro-enteritis — 15  of  hypertro- 
phy of  the  heart — 35  of  iuteimit- 
tent  irritation  (ague) — 4  of  laryn- 
gitis— 79  of  acute  pleuritis — 29 
of  other  acute  inflammations  of 
the  thorax. 

1.  Pleuritis.  Ofthe  79  cases 
of  acute  pleuritis,  only  one  proved 
fatal,  and  that  from  purulent  efi'u- 
sion  into  the  cavities  of  the  pleura 
and  pericardium.  This  inflam- 
mation had  commenced  five  days 
before  the  patient's  entrance  into 
the  hospital.  In  all  these  cases 
of  pleuritis,  the  disease  was  com- 
bated by  the  application  of  leech- 


es to  the  pained  part.  In  29 
cases  venesection  preceded  leech- 
ing. In  general,  a  single  applica- 
tion of  15,  20,  or  30  leeches  was 
suflicient.  In  three  cases  only 
was  it  necessary  to  have  recourse 
a  third  time  to  leeching.  Emol- 
lient cataplasms  always  succeed- 
ed the  leeches,  and  diluent  muci- 
laginous drink  was  plentifully  giv- 
en. In  six  cases,  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  blister  after  leeching,  and, 
in  four  of  these,  the  measure  was 
successful.  It  was  remarkable 
that,  in  most  of  these  cases,  the 
pulse  fell  immediately  after  the 
blisters  had  risen.  In  two  cases, 
however,  they  were  applied  too 
soon,  and  the  rale  muqueux  and 
fever  obliged  M.  Broussais  to 
have  recourse  to  more  leeches. 
In  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
bronchitis  preceded  the  pleurisy, 
which  induced  M.  Broussais  to 
suppose  that  the  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  having  ar- 
rived at  the  ultimate  ramifications 
ofthe  bronchia,  passed  on  to  the 
serous  membrane,  and  then  pro- 
duced the  corresponding  pheno- 
mena. When  the  bronchitis  per- 
sisted, which  was  generally  the 
case,  leeches  were  apj)lied  under 
the  clavicles,  at  the  top  of  the 
sternum,  and  wherever  the  rale 
muqueux  could  be  heard. 

These  thoracic  inflammations 
were  far  from  being  uncomplicat- 
ed. In  twenty  cases,  at  least, 
there  was  considerable  gastric  ir- 
ritation, which  yielded,  however, 
to  leeching  the  epigastrium.  In 
two  cases  there  was  evident  duo- 
denitis— and,  in  three  instances, 
the  inflannnation  spread  to  the 
other  intestines,  producing  diar- 
rhoea— and  to  the  brain,  giving 
rise  to  delirium.  These  cases 
are  detailed  at  length,  but  we 
pass  them  over. 
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There  were  very  few  instances 
of  relapse  in  these  pleuritic  cases. 
The  medium  period  of  residence 
in  the  hospital  was  23  days.  It 
is  remarked,  however,  that  M. 
Broussais  never  permits  a  soldier 
to  leave  the  hospital  till  he  is  so 
completely  recovered  as  to  enter 
immediately  on  his  military  duties. 

2.  Acute  Bronchitis.  Of  76 
cases  of  this  disease,  M.  Brous- 
sais lost  one.  General  and  local 
bleeding,  especially  the  latter, 
was  principally  trusted  to — the 
leeches  being  applied  to  the 
places  mentioned  above.  There 
were  seldom  more  than  20  leech- 
es applied  at  tirst — and  after- 
wards a  small  number  were  ap- 
plied wherever  the  rale  could  be 
distinctly  heard.  Blisters  were 
employed  in  only  seven  cases.  In 
about  20  cases  of  bronchitis  the 
inflammation  spread  to  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach, 
requiring  leeches  to  the  epigas- 
trium. It  was  surprising  to  see 
how  soon  the  detraction  of  blood 
from  this  quarter  calmed  the  irri- 
tation of  the  whole  system,  and 
reduced  the  fever.  In  many  of 
these  cases  the  appetite  came  on 
quickly  after  the  leeches,  and  it 
was  diflicult  to  restrain  the  pa- 
tients from  committing  excesses. 
More  relapses,  however,  were 
occasioned  by  exposure  to  atmos- 
pherical vicissitudes  than  by  im- 
prudence in  diet.  The  mean  term 
of  residence  in  hospital  for  this  in- 
flammation was  14  days.  One 
case  proved  fatal.  The  young 
man  had  had  cough  during  the 
whole  of  the  winter,  and  was  af- 
fected with  acute  bronchitis  fif- 
teen days  before  he  went  to  the 
hospital.  He  was  then  spitting 
up  large  quantities  of  purulent 
matter,    and    was    unable    to    lie 


down  in  bed.  He  died  on  the 
fifth  day  after  he  was  received 
into  the  hospital.  The  trachea 
and  bronchia  were  found  filled 
with  rauco-purulent  matters,  and 
the  lining  membrane  intensely 
reddened.  The  parenchyma  of 
the  lungs  was,  in  some  places, 
hepatized.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach,  and  also  of 
the  jejunum,  was  much  inflamed. 
The  patient,  therefore,  evidently 
died  of  suffocation  from  the  effu- 
sion into  the  air-passages. 

3.  Pneumonia  Acute.  Of  six- 
teen cases  of  this  disease,  three 
died,  and  a  fourth  remained  doubt- 
ful. They  were  all  accompanied 
by  great  congestion  of  blood,  not 
only  in  the  chest,  but  in  the  abdo- 
men and  other  parts,  rendering 
the  treatment  very  difficult.  One, 
two,  or  three  general  bleedings 
were  followed  by  leeches  to  the 
chest,  or  to  whatever  part  ap- 
peared to  be  the  seat  of  congest' 
ion.  In  six  cases  only  Avere  blis- 
ters applied.  Diminution  of  the 
force  and  frequency  of  the  pulse — ■ 
of  the  rale  crepitant — of  the  dull 
sound — of  redness  on  the  cheeks  ; 
— and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fa- 
cility of  expectoration,  were  the 
signs  for  discontinuing  depletion, 
and  trusting  to  the  efforts  of  Na- 
ture. If,  after  these  favorable 
phenomena  appeared,  there  was 
heard  any  rale  in  any  part  of  the 
chest,  then  a  blister  was  applied. 
Mean  stay  in  the  hospital  for 
pneumonia  was  22  days. 

The  first  of  the  three  fatal 
cases  died  on  the  fifth  day  after 
he  was  received  into  the  hospital, 
having  been  ill  for  twelve  days 
previously.  The  depletive  sys- 
tem was  pursued  as  far  as  was 
consistent  with  prudence,  but  it 
was  too  late.     On  dissection,  con* 
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siderflble  portions  of  Iting  were 
found  hepatized,  and  much  muco- 
purulent matter  could  be  squeez- 
ed from  the  rest.  The  brain  was 
sound;  but  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach  was  highly  inflam- 
ed, and  there  were  ulcerations  in 
the  ileum. 

The  second  patient,  whose  case 
proved  fatal,  had  been  ill  only 
four  days,  according  to  his  own 
account.  When  received,  the 
dyspnoea  was  great,  and  he  was 
spitting  up  bloody  expectoration, 
with  hard  full  pulsiC,  great  heat 
of  skin,  and  ardent  thirst.  One 
general  and  one  local  bleeding 
somewhat  relieved  these  symp- 
toms; but  the  inflammation  spread 
to  the  digestive  apparatus,  and 
required  many  leechings.  The 
patient  appeared  to  be  convalesc- 
ing, when  a  relapse  took  place, 
and  then  all  means  failed.  On 
dissection,  the  posterior  half  of 
the  left  lung  was  found  hepatized, 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
other  lung  was  in  the  same  condi- 
tion. The  mucous  membrane  of 
the  stomach  was  softened,  and 
there  were  marks  of  inflammation 
in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
small  intestines. 

Before  taking  up  the  subject  of 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
M.  Broussais  thinks  it  necessary 
to  say  a  few  words  respecting 
those  acute  thoracic  inflamma- 
tions which  were  on  the  point  of 
changing  into  chronic,  and  which 
would  certainly  have  induced 
phthisis,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
rigid  antiphlogistic  means  that 
were  used.  Of  200  patients  that 
entered  the  hospital  during  five 
months,  and  who  were  afiTected 
with  pulmonary  inflammation,  on- 
ly one  has  died  of  phthisis.  In 
eleven  cases,  however,  the  in- 
flammation proved  obstinate,  and 


phthisis  was  menaced.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  signs,  M.  B.  ob- 
serves, which  indicate  that  chro- 
nic inflammation  is  taking  place, 
to  end  in  pulmonary  phthisis. 
When  patients,  relieved  from  the 
acute  symptoms,  and  especially 
those  of  gastric  irritation,  begin 
to  recover  their  appetite — be- 
come cheerful — and  regain  some 
strength,  they  think  themselves 
well,  in  fact,  and  regard  the  re- 
maining cough  as  nothing.  But 
the  attentive  physician  will  readi- 
ly perceive  that,  notwithstanding 
these  appearances  of  ameliora- 
tion, a  focus  of  inflammation  re- 
mains. There  will  be  found  some 
rale  muqueux  or  rale  sibilant,  or 
both — the  sound  will  be  less 
clear,  on  percussion,  over  these 
points  of  the  chest — the  breathing 
will  not  be  quite  free — the  chest 
will  be  raised,  en  masse,  on  in- 
spiration ;  or  one  side  will  rise 
more  than  the  other — the  cough 
still  continues,  though  much  di- 
minished— there  is  expectoration 
of  a  yellow  mucus,  or  muco-puru- 
lent  fluid — the  pulse  is  more  fre- 
quent than  natural,  and  more  full, 
especially  towards  evening — 
there  is  some  pain  or  uneasiness 
complained  of,  under  the  ster- 
num, at  the  epigastrium,  or  in  the 
throat — the  skin  is  dry  and  hot  in 
the  day,  and  often  covered  with 
perspiration  in  the  night — the  fea- 
tures of  the  countenance  indicate 
some  internal  suflering,  however 
the  patient  may  endeavor  to  con- 
ceal it,  which  he  almost  always 
does.  When  patients  are  exa- 
mined by  the  stethoscope  they 
will  breathe  remarkably  low,  lest 
the  wheeze  (rale)  should  be 
heard.  In  short,  they  take  every 
means  of  misrepresenting  their 
actual  condition,  lest  they  should 
be  deprived  of  food,  and  put  upon 
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rigid  regimen.  In  these  cases, 
the  Professor  was  obliged  to  have 
repeated  recourse  to  leeches  un- 
der the  clavicle,  over  the  ster- 
num, and  other  parts  of  the  chest, 
wherever  the  wheeze  could  be 
most  distinctly  heard  with  the  ear. 
To  these  means,  were  added  blis- 
ters and  severe  regimen — chiefly 
milky  and  farinaceous  food.  If 
the  appetite  became  very  keen, 
although  the  pulmonary  affection 
was  not  entirely  dissipated,  some 
bouillie  was  allowed,  and,  in  this 
manner,  they  were  kept  under  re- 
gimen for  10,  15,  or  20  days. 
Nine  out  of  these  eleven  patients 
were  discharged  cured,  in  the 
course  of  March  and  April,  1827. 
The  other  two  remained  a  long 
time  doubtful,  and  one  appears  not 
yet  secure  ;  the  other  has,  ulti- 
mately,-been  saved  from  phthisis, 
though  of  a  highly  strumous  habit, 
and  consumptive  family. 

4.  Chronic  Bronchitis.  In  a 
considerable  proportion  of  these 
cases,  regimen  alone  succeeded  ; 
with  the  aid  of  some  trifling  nar- 
cotics. In  some  cases,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  employ  local,  and  even 
general  bleeding.  By  these  means 
all  the  cases  recovered.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  other 
chronic  phlegmasiae  of  the  chest. 

5.  Jicute  Gastro-Enteritis.  Of 
sixty  cases  of  this  disease,  one 
proved  fatal.  In  almost  all  the 
other  cases,  the  disease  gave 
way  to  the  first,  second,  or  third 
application  of  leeches  ;  a  few  re- 
sisting the  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment for  a  longer  time.  The 
complaint  commenced  with  thirst, 
loss  of  appetite,  general  malaise, 
sense  of  heat  at  the  epigastrium, 
redness  of  the  point  of  the  tongue, 
occasionally    by    vomiting,    slight 


delirium,  vertigo,  &c.  Some 
were  taken  suddenly  and  violently 
ill  ;  others  were  slowly  aflected. 
Fourteen  or  fifteen  of  these  cases 
are  denominated,  on  the  books  of 
the  hospital,  '■'■  gastric  irritations^^'' 
being  simple  gastro-enterites,  fol- 
lowing a  very  rapid  course.  The 
symptoms  of  these  were  : — Ce- 
phalalgia, general  sense  of  fa- 
tigue, inappetency,  redness  of  the 
tip  of  the  tongue,  thirst,  heat  of 
epigastrium,  some  elevation  and 
frequency  of  the  pulse.  Four  of 
these  cases  ceded  to  regimen 
alone — the  others  to  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  leeches  applied  to  the 
epigastrium,  seconded  by  rigid 
abstinence,  and  emollient  muci- 
laginous drink.  In  four  cases,  the 
disease  presented  itself  in  the 
form  of  inflammatory  fever,  and 
two  of  them  required  general 
bleeding,  in  addition  to  the  leech- 
ings.  In  one  case,  the  fever  was 
on  the  point  of  passing  into  the 
adynamic  (or  what  is  here  called 
typhoid)  state  ;  but  two  applica- 
tions of  leeches,  one  of  30  and  the 
other  of  10,  to  the  epigastrium, 
hypochondria,  and  chest,  with 
friction  of  vinegar,  &c.  arrested 
the  progress  of  the  stupor,  and 
saved  the  patient  from  a  danger- 
ous form  of  disease  into  which  he 
was  lapsing. 

In  two  cases,  there  were  pre- 
sented the  symptoms  of  what  the 
ancients  denominated  ileus,  with- 
out knowing  its  cause.  This  was 
a  sudden  development  of  a  cir- 
cumscribed tumor  in  the  abdo- 
men, accompanied  by  vomiting 
and  mosl  painful  colic,  &c.  In 
one  case,  that  of  a  young  man, 
aged  29  years,  the  tumor  appear- 
ed suddenly  in  the  night,  and  to 
ease  the  pain,  he  had  swallowed 
a  quantity  of  brandy  and  sweet 
oil,  which   were  soon  thrown  up 
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by  vomiting.  Next  day,  leeches  cratic  cast,  and  the  pulse  had  re- 
were  plentifully  applied  to  the  mained  for  more  than  24  hours 
tumor,  followed  by  fomentations,  above  160  in  the  minute.  He 
On  the  succeeding  day,  there  was  was  judiciously  treated  in  the  be- 
neither  vomiting,  pain,  nor  tumor,  ginning,  by  Mr.  Weatherfield  of 
The  bowels  were  opened,  and,  Covent  Garden,  before  we  saw 
in  a  f^ew  days,  he  was  discharged  him. 

cured.  There  were  some  serious  corn- 
In  the  other  case,  the  patient  plications  of  these  gastro-enteri- 
being  a  man  52  years  of  age,  the  tes.  The  most  formidable  was 
pain  was  not  very  acute,  but  the  erysipelas  supervening  on,  or  suc- 
vomitingwas  very  frequent.  This  ceeding,  the  fever  occasioned  by 
man  had  also  swallowed  some  hot  the  gastro-enteric  affection.  Yet, 
brandy  and  oil,  which  increased  even  in  these  cases,  M.  Broussais 
the  sickness.  The  tumor  was  did  not  hesitate  to  apply  numerous 
very  sensible  to  the  hand,  as  well  leeches  to  the  cutaneous  intlam- 
as  to  the  eye,  being  situated  in  mation — and,  it  appears,  with 
the  region  of  the  caput  coli.  The  perfect  success, 
pain  was  like  that  in  colica  picto-  The  following  are  the  principal 
num,  but  dreadfully  severe,  and  features  of  the  gastro-enteritis 
he  begged  for  speedy  relief  from  which  proved  fatal.  The  patient 
his  sufferings.  Twenty  leeches  was  in  a  desperate  condition  when 
were  applied  to  the  part.  Next  he  entered  the  hospital  on  the 
day,  all  the  symptoms,  and  all  12th  of  November.  When  exa- 
traces  of  the  tumor  had  disap-  mined  his  countenance  had  a  very 
peared.  M.  Broussais  does  not  bad  appearance — he  was  propped 
say  uiuch  as  to  the  real  or  sup-  up  in  bed,  breathing  with  much 
posed  nature  of  these  tumors  in  difficulty — tongue  dry  and  red — 
the  abdomen.  He  thinks  there  thirst  ardent — total  loss  of  appe- 
is  evidently  acute  inflammation —  tite — much  wheezing  in  the  right 
and  possibly  invagination-^-both  of  side  of  the  chest,  which  seemed 
which  speedily  cede  to  the  only  depressed — deafness  —  diarrhoea, 
proper  mode  of  treatment  ;  copi-  He  was  bled  from  the  arm,  and 
ous  leechings  and  fomentations,  leeches  were  applied  to  the  epi- 
He  makes  no  mention  of  any  ac-  gastrium  and  anus — glysters  were 
cumulations  in  the  colon,  as  the  thrown  up,  and  various  means 
probable  cause  of  these  sudden  were  used,  but  in  vain.  He  died 
tumors.  We  have  seen  several  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month. 
instances  of  this  complaint— and  On  dissection,  the  mucous  mem- 
one  lately,  in  the  person  of  a  me-  brane  of  the  stoniach  was  found 
dical  student  of  the  Middlesex  of  a  dark  brown  color,  and  the 
Hospital.  He  was,  at  one  time,  lower  portion  of  ileum  was  stud- 
in  a  dangerous  predicament,  hav-  ded  with  innumerable  ulcerations, 
ing  neglected  the  complaint  for  a  The  rest  of  the  intestines  were 
day  or  two.  He  required  re-  sound  ;  but  the  right  lung  was 
peated  local  and  general  bleeding,  completely  disorganized,  and  coii- 
^vith  fomentations,  calomel  and  tained  several  excavations, 
opium,  and  smart  purgation,  when 

the  disease  yielded;  but  not  before  7.     ^cute   Duodenitis.      There 

his  face  had  assumed  the  Hippo-  were    seven     distinctly    marked 
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cases  of  duodenitis,  and  five 
where  it  accompanied  other  af- 
fections. None  proved  fatal.  In 
two  cases,  the  disease  appeared 
to  be  brought  on  by  paroxysms  of 
anger.  The  characteristic  fea- 
tures were,  a  loaded  tongue,  (the 
crust  of  fur  being  of  a  grey,  white, 
or  greenish  cast)  bitter  taste  in 
the  mouth — great  diminution  or 
total  loss  of  appetite — a  shining 
pulTiness  (renitence)  in  the  region 
of  the  duodenum,  seldom  accom- 
panied by  pain.  The  treatment 
consisted  in  the  application  of  8, 
10,  15,  20,  or  30  leeches  to  the 
duodenal  region.  In  the  majority 
of  cases,  one  application  was  suf- 
ficient. To  this  measure,  warm 
baths  were  sometimes  added, 
which  helped  to  dissipate  the 
jaundice.  In  these  cases,  starva- 
tion was  indispensable,  till  the 
duodenitis  ceased. 

8.  The  cases  of  Colitis,  eight 
in  number,  were  easily  removed 
by  one  or  two  applications  of 
leeches.  Diarrhoea  was  the  cha- 
racteristic feature.  Rice  gruel 
and  rice  pudding  were  found  the 
best  species  of  aliment. 

The  cases  of  chronic  gastro- 
enteritis were  few  in  number,  and 
otfered  nothing  particular  in  symp- 
toms or  treatment.  Regimen  is, 
in  these  cases,  the  mainspring  of 
the  cure. 

The  other  diseases  in  the  table 
do  not  require  any  particular  no- 
tice. The  following  statement 
from  the  records  of  the  Val  de 
Grace,  is  certainly  very  favora- 
ble to  the  new  physiological  doc- 
trine, and  we  entertain  no  doubt 
whatever  of  the  superiority  of  the 
practice  inculcated  by  this  doc- 
trine over  the  old  routine  of  sti- 
mulants and  tonics,  in  chronic  dis- 
eases— "  medecine  expectante" 
in  acute. 


The    ratio   of    mortality    was 
thus  : — 

March,     ISO  1,  to  December,  1809,  1  in  12 

January,  1810,  to  December,  1814,  1  in  10 

January,  1815,  to  December,  1819,  1  in  32 

January,  1820,  to  December,  1824,  1  in  27 

January,  1825,  to  December,  1826,  1  in  30 

Jinn,  de  la  J\Jed.  Pliys. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MAY  6,  1828. 

Extract  from  the  Statutes  of  Har- 
vard University  rchitiv^  to  the 
Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  ; 
and  a  Vote  of  the  Medical  Facul- 
ty respecting  the  same, 

"  III.  Thkre  shnll  be  four  mpetings 
holden  in  this  University  annually,  by 
thefaculiyofmedicine,f()iihe  purpose 
of  exan)ining  candidates  for  the  de- 
gree of  doctor  of  medicine.  Two  of 
these  meetings  shall  be  for  private 
examinations,  and  shall  be  holden  in 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  College 
in  Boston;  and  two  of  them  shall  be 
for  public  examinations,  and  shall  be 
holden  in  some  one  of  the  halls  of 
the  University  in  Cambridge.  Three 
members  of  the  faculty  at  least  shall 
be  present  at  every  examination. 
The  first  meeting  for  private  exami- 
nations in  every  year  shall  be  hidden 
on  the  day,  next  succeeding  that  on 
which  the  winter  courses  of  medical 
lectures  shall  terminate,  ,it  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.  The  second  meeting  for  pri- 
vate examinations  shall  beholden  on 
the  Monday  next  but  one  preceding 
the  day  of  the  annual  commencement 
in  the  University,  at  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M.  In  extraordinary  cases  the 
faculty  may  hold  meetings  for  pri- 
vate examinations  at  other  periods. 
The  meetings  for  public  examina- 
tions shall  beholden  on  such  days  as 
the  Presid(;nt  may  appoint,  provided 
that  the  same  shall  tak(!  place  within 
one  week  after  the  termination  of 
the  slated  annual  meetings  for  pri- 
vate examinations  respectively.  All 
the  meetings  described  in  this  sta- 
tute may  be  continued  by  arljourn- 
ment.  The  meetings  f()r  the  public 
examinations    shall   be   open  to  the 
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Governors  and  instructers  of  the 
University,  to  the  fellows  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts JNledical  Society,  and  to 
such  other  respectable  persons  as 
may  choose  to  attend  them. 

"  IV.  Every  candidate  intending  to 
offer  himself  for  private  examination 
shall,  four  weeks  previously,  give  no- 
tice of  his  intention  to  the  Dean  of 
the  faculty,  and  shall  at  the  same 
time  deliver,  or  transmit  to  the  Dean 
a  dissertation,  written  by  himself,  on 
some  subject  connected  with  medi- 
cine. Every  dissertation  shall  be 
submitted,  by  the  Dean,  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  faculty  in  the  mode 
which  they  shall  point  out. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of 
JNledicine  of  Harvard  University, 
August  15,  1821. 

"  Voted,  That  hereafter,  the  disser- 
tations of  candidates  for  examination 
in  winter,  shall  be  delivered  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  January  ;  and 
that  the  dissertations  of  candidates 
for  examination  in  summer,  shall  be 
delivered  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  July  ;  and  that  no  excuse  w;ll  be 
received  for  a  delay  in  the  delivery 
of  dissertations  after  the  days  ap- 
pointed in  the  fourth  section  of  the 
fourth  statute." 


NORTH    AMERICAN    MEDICAL    AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

We  have  received  the  April  num- 
ber of  the  North  American  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  which  contains 
its  usual  amount  of  valuable  and  in- 
teresting matter.  We  are  induced 
to  notice  more  particularly  at  the 
present  lime,  when  so  much  is  thought 
and  feared  on  the  sul)jects  of  small- 
pox and  vaccination,  tiie  "  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Society  appointed  to  collect 
facts  in  relation  to  the  recent  occur- 
rence of  Smalljiox  in  that  City." 
This  committee  it  seems  was  ap- 
pointed in  consequence  of  a  current 


report  "  that  several  members  of  the 
medical  profession  had  lost  their 
confidence  in  vaccination  to  such  a 
degree,  as  to  render  them  willing  to 
recur  to  the  practice  of  inoculation." 
In  fulfilment  of  the  duty  assigned 
them,  they  issued  the  following  cir- 
cular to  a  number  of  the  physicians 
of  the  city : 

Sir — Having  been  appointed  a 
Committee  from  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Society  to  collect  facts  in 
relation  to  the  recent  occurrence  of 
Smallpox,  we  have  taken  the  lib- 
erty to  request  of  you  an  answer  to 
the  following  queries  : — 

1.  Have  any  cases  of  Genuine 
Smallpox,  subsequent  to  Vaccina- 
tion, come  under  your  personal  no- 
tice ? 

2.  In  such  cases,  what  reasons 
have  you  for  believing  that  Vaccina- 
tion was  ftroperly  performed  ? 

3.  How  many  cases  of  deaths  from 
modified  Smallpox  have  come  un- 
der your  personal  notice,  and  what 
were  the  circumstances  attending 
such  deaths  ? 

4.  How  many  cases  of  Smallpox 
subsequent  to  previous  inoculation 
or  natural  Smallpox  have  come  un- 
der your  personal  notice  ? 

5.  In  the  last  set  of  cases  have  any 
and  how  many  deaths  occurred  ? 

6.  Have  any  facts  come  under 
your  personal  notice,  tending  in  any 
degree  to  weaken  your  confidence  in 
the  efficacy  of  Vaccination  as  a  pre- 
servative against  ihe  fatal  effects  of 
Smallpox  ? 

An  immediate  reply  to  the  above 
queries  will  confer  a  very  great  favor 
on 

•  Yours  respectfully, 

Edward  Jenner  Coxe, 
D.  Francis  Condie, 
Cii.  D.  Meigs. 

Answers  were  received  from  more 
than  forty  physicians  to  whom  these 
circulars  were  directed,  and  the  com- 
mittee are   prepared,   from  the   col- 
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lection  of  facts  which  lias  heen  thus  to  be  counted  as  such.  '^  We  may," 
made,  to  answer  in  the  afTirmative  say  they,  after  an  examination  of  the 
the  question  which  now  agitates  the  several  cases  in  vvliicli  death  took 
public  mind,  ''  Shall  we  be  safe  if  place,  "  we  may,  without  the  least 
weave  vaccinated  f^'      A  condensed     want  of  candor,  come  to  the  conclu- 

view  of  the  whole  mass  of  testimony  sion,  that  only  one  death  from  small- 
from  the  different  physicians  is  pre-  pox  after  vaccination  has  occurred 
sented,  which   is   well    worthy  of  a     in  Philadelphia  duringtheyear  1827." 

very  attentive  examination  ;   but  our  Now   the    reasoning    by    which    the 

limits  will  not  permit    us    to   extract  committee  have  satisfied  themselves 

it.     We  quote,  however,  the  follow-  that  nine-tenths   of  these  fatal  cases 

ing  as  the  general  results  of  ijie  com-  are    not  to  be   counted,  is  very  far 

mittee  :  from  being  satisfact<iry  ;    it  is  a  sort 

1.  These  documents  shew  that  ^^  reasoning  by  which  almost  any 
varioloid  disease  has  attacked  both  disease  could  be  shown  never  to 
variolated  and  vaccinated  persons.  prove  fatal.     We  are  persuaded  that 

2.  Of  the  whole  number  of  vario-  vaccination  has  suffered  from  nothing 
lated   cases,  say  seven  hundred    and  ^^   „,^j^,^^   a„j    ^^^   hereafter  to  fear 

sixtv-five,  far  the  largest  proportion  ^  ,  .  ,  

occurred    in    vaccinated    persons,    a  ^["""^  nothing  so  much,  as  the  injudi- 

circumstance  which,  as  a  naked  pro-  c'ous  zeal  of  its  friends.     Ever  since 

position,  might  tend  to  exalt  the  pub-  its  introduction  they  have  been  upon 

lie  confidence  in  inoculation  at  the  (he  alert,  striving  to  throw  into  the 
expense  of   vaccination.      Now,    al-      ,     ,       .  ^   ~  , 

^.^    ,  ui     .  .  •  shade,  to  account  for,  to   s  ur  over, 

though  we  are    unable   to   ascertain  '  '  '       "^'^ 

witirany   pretensions  to    preciseness  ^^^""y  ^^^^^  "^»'c'>  seemed  likely  to 

the  just  allotment  of  the  two  orders  injure  its  reputation  with  the  public. 

of  cases,  enough  has  been  said,  to  in-  This  we  feel  certain    is   bad    policy. 

dicate  that  the  susceptibility  to  vari-  i,^,,^^,^   ^,f  ,,,j        ^-^^   conceal- 

oloid  IS  nut  very  greatly  diiierent  uii-  ... 

der   both  sorts   of  protection.     It  is  "^^"''  '''  '"  ^"""^P^  '"  P"»  ^'^'"g^  '" 

highly  probable   that  at  least    eighty  »  *""  favorable   view,  let  a  full   and 

thousand    vaccinated   persons  reside  strong  light  be  thrown   upon  all   the 

in  this  city ;  while  there  are  not  more  facts  of  the  case.     What  do  we  want 

than  twenty  thousand,  and    probably  i  „.  .i      .     ,i   5      ir  n 

•',,  1         r       •   1       1  but  the  truth?     If  cowpox  is  really 

even  a  smaller  number  01  variolated  "^ 

persons;    hence,  on  the    supposition  »  l^e^er  practice   for  mankind  than 

of  an  exactly  equal  susceptibility  we  inoculation     for     smallpox,    it    will 

ought  to  find  four  cases  of    varioloid  prove  to  be  so  ;   it  can  be  shown  to 

after  vaccine,  to  one  case  of  the  same  ^e  so,  for  there  is  no  truth  that  can- 
affection  subsequent  to  variola.  ■       ,       ,  ,7  , 

not  in    tlie   long  run  be  snoum  to  be 

Te«  deaths  are  reported  as  having  truth.       If  it   be  not  so — why  then 

occurred  from    smallpox  subsequent  the   sooner  we   know  it    the   better. 

to  cowpox,  and    nine  from  smallpox  If  we  admit  candidly  all  the  unfavor- 

subsequent  to  smallpox.      With  re-  able  facts  which  have  come   to  light 

gard  to  the  ten  deaths  after  vaccina-  with  regard  to  cowpox,  draw  a  fair 

tion,  the  committee  endeavor  to  sa-  comparison  between  it  and  inoculated 

tisfy  themselves  that  only  one  is  fairly  smallpox  ;    taking  especial  care  not 
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to  make  it  too  favorable  to  cowpox; 
the  result  in  the  end  will  be,  a  limit- 
ed perhaps,  but  so  far  as  it  goes  a 
reasonable  and  safe  reliance  on  this 
mild  disease.  But  if  we  go  on  as  we 
have  ever  since  its  introduction,  liv- 
ing upon  expedients, contesting  every 
inch  of  ground,  putting  a  bold  face 
upon  all  adverse  accidents,  ex- 
plaining them  away  instead  of  admit- 
ting them  to  be  unfavorable,  neither 
ourselves  nor  the  public  will  know 
upon  what  they  are  to  depend  ;  the 
faith  of  all  will  become  finally  unset- 
tled, and  by  endeavoring  to  keep  it 
up  too  high  we  shall  sink  it  too  low. 
Men  will  become  suspicious,  and  be 
driven  to  inoculation  or  to  a  state  of 
total  scepticism  upon  the  whole  sub- 
ject. Indeed  a  disposition  of  this 
sort  is  becoming  daily  more  common. 

We  have  no  fear  whatever  but 
vaccination  will,  on  the  whole,  turn 
out  vastly  superior  in  its  preservative 
efifects  to  inoculated  smallpox.  This 
general  fact  is  all  we  wish  to  estab- 
lish. The  precise  degree  in  which 
it  is  superior  is  a  matter  of  quite  a 
secondary  importance.  It  is  better 
that  the  public  should  believe  that  it 
is  a  very  much  less  certain  prevent- 
ive than  it  is  ;  should  feel  certain  in 
this  belief  and  have  no  facts  daily 
arising  which  tend  to  unsettle  it — 
than  that  they  should  be  taught  that 
it  is  even  as  good  as  it  is,  and  be 
daily  meeting  with  facts  which  render 
them  suspicious,  and  tend  to  unsettle 
their  faith  in  it. 

This  fault  in  the  manner  of  view- 
ing this  subject  is  by  no  means  pecu- 
liar to  the  gentlemen  composing  this 
committee  ;  it  is  a  fault  common  to 
all  of  us,  in  our  personal  intercourse 
with  our  patients,  as  well  as  in  pub- 


lications on  (he  subject,  and  we  felt 
bound  to  notice  it  as  likely  in  the 
end  to  injure  the  cause.  In  every 
other  particular  the  labors  of  this 
committee  do  honor  to  themselves 
and  the  society  of  which  they  were 
the  organs. 

This  number  contains  some  other 
interesting  articles,  of  which  a  con- 
densed account  may  be  hereafter  in- 
serted. 


The  subject  of  the  following  Cir- 
cular from  Dudley  Atkins,  M.D.  of 
Nevvburyport,  we  think  deserves  tho 
attention  of  the  profession  and  of  tho 
public. 

Dr.  Dudley  Atkins,  having  been 
much  inconmioded  in  his  practice  by 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  proper  at- 
tention to  crippled  and  deformed 
children,  and  believing  that  many 
might  by  such  attention  be  made  ac- 
tive and  useful  citizens,  who  are  now 
consigned  to  a  corner,  a  cradle,  or 
the  grave,  ventures  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing proposal.  He  wishes,  if  a 
sufficient  number  of  subjects  can  be 
found,  (of  which  there  is  in  his  miiul 
no  doubt)  to.  open  a  private  establish- 
ment for  the  accommodation  of  this 
class  of  suflVrers.  The  great  skill 
which  it  is  known  may  be  derived 
from  fixing  the  attention  upon  the 
study  of  any  one  subject,  together 
with  the  difficulty  which  all  parents 
of  such  children  must  have  experi- 
enced in  giving  and  procuring  ihera 
attention  sufficient  for  efllecting  their 
cure,  will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  Dr.  A.'s 
belief,  that  he  can  in  this  way  be  of 
some  service  to  his  fellow-creatures, 
not  altogether  fond  and  overweening. 

It  is  well  known  that  surgeons  de- 
vote their  labors  to  the  cure  of  dis- 
eases of  single  organs,  as  the  eye, 
the  ear,  &ic.  with  constant  and  un- 
doubted improvement  and  success. 
The  subjects  of  the  diseases  proposed 
as  the  objects  of  Dr.  A"s  attention 
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are  at   the  least  as  peculiar  in  their  per  week,  which  will  make  the  iiisti- 

character,  and    as    widely    removed  tution  accessible  to   people  in  mode- 

froni  ihe  routine  of  common    prac-  rate  circumstances,  while  so  good  or- 

tice;  iheir  history  and  trefttment  form  der  will  he  preserved  that  the  wealthy 

no    part   of  common  surgical  works,  need  not  fear  deterioration  or  neglect, 

and    their   cure  involves  the    use   of  This    plan    has   been  submitted  to 

apparatus  which  can  oidy  be  obtained  the  consideration  of  Dr.  James  Jack- 

in  large  towns  and  among  competent  son   and    Dr   John    C.  Warren,   of 

workmen.       These    cases    moreover  Boston,   and    Dr.  A.  is  authorised  to 

are  rarely  treated  with  heupficial  re-  say  that  ihey  highly  approve  it,  and 

suits    in    a   shorter    |)friod    than    six  will  g^ive  it  all  the  assistance  in  their 

months,  a  length  of  attendance  which,  power, 

especially   in  the  more   unpromising  JSewhuryport,  April,  1828. 

forms  of  these  complaints,  may  well  

exhaust  the   patience   of  the  practi-  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  Armstrong. 

tioner,  who  is  not  upheld  and  carried  t^       .                       .                 •       /• 

on  by  a  certain  degree  of  enthusiasm,  ^'-   Armstrong   is   preparing  for 

and  a  particular  fondness  for  this  de-  P"l'l>^ation  an  octavo  volume  on  the 

partmenl  ot  practice.       These  quali-  I^^]"*^«  C^"^^^'  Pr^v-mtton,  Nature, 

ficationsDr.  A.   hopes  to  bring  with  f^   Treatment   of    Diseases  of  the 

him  to  this  emplovment,  and  he   be-  Stomach    Liver,  and  Bowels.      This 

lieves    that    the  lights    he    has    been  work  will  be  preceded  by  a  series  of 

able  to  obtain  by    a  residence  in  the  ^"•^"■^''  ^^'-^'^^'-'g^^  in  quarto,  with  co- 

Hospital  at    Philadelphia,   and  visits  P'">'s  letter-press,  illustrative  of  the 

to  the  largpr  Hospitals  of  France  and  "'orbid  anatomy   of   the  stomach,  li- 

Entdand,  aided  by  some   mechanical  ^^f'  ^".^  ^""'^'^-     ^''7  ^1"". ^«  P"b- 

ingenuiiv,  by  the  most  sincere  inter-  ^^'^'^^.  '"  ^'^  '"""'^^'>'  ^^sc.culi,   each 

est,   and   the  most  untirius  persever-  containing  about  five  plates  accurate- 

ance,  may  be   of   more  efficacy  than  ly  colored  from  Nature. 
the  irregular  and    [larlial  attendance, 

which  is  generally  given   to    the    un-  weekly  report  of   deaths  in  bos- 

happy  subjects  of   this  humble  and  ,.      .  '^.?^: 

.,           .        1-          I           ,                 r  Ending  April  25,  at  noon. 

unpretending  department  of  surgery.  b     f         > 

if  „  ^    ff-    ■      /          I            c           I-  ^prt7 19.  Edward  Harvey,                   43  yrs. 

If  a  sufficient  number  of  applica-  ^^            ^^^-^.^  M.  f.  Gale,            25 

tions  are  nuide,  a  private   house  will  Drew  Foss,                      38 

be  at  once  a[)propriated  to  this   pur-  20.  Jehu  Thompson,                33 

pose,  as    preparatory  to  a   more   ex-  £s""  F.' Williams,           ^^5  mo. 

tensive  establishment.      Tiie  greatest  William  Howard,              40 

attention  will    be  paid    to    education,  21.  Child  of  Eben.  Parker,         2days. 

and  the  house  will  be  open  to  public  ^"^  K'-o""''/-                 ^j  !""; 

,  .    ,         .,,       rr      1  John  Bennett,                          4  days, 

inspection,  which  Will   afford  a  secu-  William  Gideon,                22  yra. 

rity   to  parents  at   a  distance  that  no  22.  Mary  Foster,                    88 

abuses    exist    in    the    establishment.  ^^    Catharine  P.  Younger,      29 

rpi                            c                  ,            r     ■     -I  23.  Mary  Carter,                         77 

1  he  success  of  a  number  of  similar  William  Turner,               60 

institutions    in    retired   situations    in  Charles  E.  Fessenden,      18 

Europe,  and  the  known  great  number  .      Susanna  H.  Gibbens,         11  mo. 

^e                    c     u-      \  ■     I  24.  Mary  Trueman,                    38  yrs. 

Ot  cases   ot    this    kind  among  us,  in-  Judith  Ball,                       19mo. 

duce  the  hope   that     this    proposition  Betsey  Rogers  Daniels,        6  yrs. 

will  meet  wiih    success.      The    kind  Francis  Smith                   21 

-r   „^ .,      •    .        1     I  .      ,                .       ,  William  E.  Manning,           7  mo. 

Ot   cases  intended  to  be  received  are  25.  George  W.  Simpson,          6  yrs. 

curved  spines,  club  or  distorted  feet,  Ann  Chapman,                  49 

and  in  general  all  kinds  of  deformity  Brain  fever,  1— childbed,  1— consumption,  6 

that  are  in  any  degree  susceptible  of  —croup,  l— hooping  cough,  1— inflammation, 

,oi;of       T'Ua  ll,,,,,T.o^^    •»  •     I     r         J  1— intemperance,  3— lung  fever,  4— old  age,  4 

lehel.       Ihe  expenses,  it  is  believed,  _teething,  l-u;iknown.  4.      Males.  14-fe- 

need  not  much  exceed  two  dollars  males,  11.    Stillborn,  i.    Total,  26. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  ha?  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  c:UTAM:OUS  DIP- 
EASE^.  To  the  poor  who  are  suflferins: 
from  eruptions  ofaiiy  desciiption,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

SULPHUR  BATH —Dr.  R.  has,  at 
his  house,  a  private  Sulphur  Bath  on  an 
improved  plan,  which  he  will  administer 
in  cases  of  Kheumalism,  and  affections  of 
the  skin  which  require  it. 

Htad  of  Franklin  Place,  Boston. 

eop6t 

CHARLES  WHITE, 
JVo.  269  Washington  SI.  Corner  of  Win- 
ter St. 
HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  sprin»  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  among  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmarj,  Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  (ale, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  iNarcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  '1  inct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  Szc.  &c. 

C.  W.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  Iheir  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
contitiuance.  April  22. 

NOTICE. 

SUBSCRIBERS  who  are  still  indebted 
for  the  Bo.ilon,  Medical  IntelUseacer, 
are  requested  to  pay  their  bills,  as  recent- 
ly presented,  either  at  this  office  or  to  one 
of  the  following  agents. — Barnet  Peters.^ 
Portland,  Me.  ;  Charlfs  Coffin.,  Postmas- 
ter, liuxton.  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Francis^ 
New- York,  N.  Y. ;  Tho.  O.  H  Croswill, 
Postmaster,  Catskill,  N.  Y,  ;  R.  H.  Small, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Gideon  B.  Smith,  Pa- 
triot office,  Baltimore,  Md.  ;  Lemuel 
DivelU,  Augusta,  Ga.  ;  Drake  &  Conclin, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 
14th  day  of  next  month  the  price  of  the 


5th  volume,  as  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $2,62  1-2. 

NATHAN  JARVIS 

AS  purchased  the  stock  of  Drugs 
and  Medicines,  and  taken  the  stoie 
lately  kept  by  Mr.  Henry  Wliite,  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  No.  188,  Washington 
Street,  and  he  hopes  by  constw^t  personal 
attention  at  all  horns  to  receive  the  pat- 
ronage which  htis  formerly  been  given  to 
this  eslahlishment.  6t. 

Jlpril  8. 

VVEBSTEP.'S  CHEMISTRY. 

RICHARDSON  &  LOKD  have  in  the 
press  a  second  edition  of  \\  ebster's 
Manual  of  Chemistry,  with  additions  and 
improvements. 

Also — Chemical  Manipulation,  being 
instructions  to  students  in  t  hemislry  on 
the  methods  of  performing  experiments,  of 
demonstration  or  of  research,  with  accu- 
racy and  success.  By  Michael  Fara- 
day, F.R.S.  &c..  Director  of  the  l.aboru- 
tory  of  the  Royal  Institution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, k.c.  fcc.  With  additions  by  John 
W.  Webster,  M.D.  Erving  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Harvard  University. 

The  following  character  of  the  latter 
work  is  from  the  Philosophical  Magazine 
and  Annalsof  Philosophy  for  July.  ''Alter 
a  very  careful  perusal  of  the  work,  we 
strenuously  recommend  it,  as  containing 
the  most  complete  and  excellent  instruc- 
tions for  conducting  chemical  experi- 
ments. There  are  few  persons,  however 
great  their  experience,  who  may  not  gain 
information  in  many  important  particu 
lars  ;  and  for  ourselves,  we  beg  most  un- 
equivocally to  acknowledge  that  we  have 
acquired  many  useful  and  important  hints, 
on  subjects  even  of  every  day  occur- 
rence." 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS,  &c. 

SAMUEL  N.  BREWER  &  BROTH- 
ERS have  just  received  a  large  in- 
voice oi  Surgical  Instrum.tnts,  which  they 
will  sell  on  the  most  favorable  terms  at 
their  Store, — Sign  of  the  Good  Samaritan, 
90  and  92,  Washington  St.,  where  is  also 
for  sale  a  large  assortment  of  Drugs,  Med- 
icines, Chemical  and  Electrical  Apparatus, 
and  other  articles  that  are  usually  kept 
in  Druggists'  stores. 
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I. 

MEDICAL   REPORT  FOR    FEBRUARY 
AND    MARCH. 

By  John  Gorham,  M.D. 

The  bronchitis  or  catarrhal  fever 
which  prevailed  among  children 
during  the  winter,  disappeared 
on  the  approach  of  spring.  It  was 
succeeded  in  many  instances  by 
an  eryihematic  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
mouth,  fauces,  pharynx,  and  la- 
rynx, accompanied  with,  or  pro- 
ducing, aphthae.  This  complaint 
was  confined  to  children.  It  pro- 
duced great  local  irritation,  occa- 
sioning a  violent  cough,  the  pa- 
roxysms of  which  were  long  and 
distressing.  When  it  affected  the 
larynx,  the  sound  of  the  cough  was 
much  like  that  of  croup.  The 
constitutional  symptoms  were  in 
some  cases  very  severe.  The 
principal  remedy  for  the  disease, 
after  the  stomach  and  bowels 
were  sufficiently  evacuated,  was 
calomel  given  in  small  doses,  and 
continued  until  the  frequency  of 
13 


the  pulse,  and  heat  of  the  skin, 
were  reduced  to  their  natural  and 
healthy  state.  Much  benefit  was 
derived  from  the  occasional  use 
of  opiates  to  allay  the  local  irri- 
tation. 

The  whooping  cough  continues 
to  prevail,  and  is  more  severe  than 
usual.  Among  the  remedies  for 
this  distressing  disease,  the  Prus- 
sic  acid  at  one  time  acquired  a 
high  character.  It  seems  that  it 
has  now  been  sufficiently  tried, 
and  the  ex|)erience  of  physicians 
in  this  part  of  the  world  by  no 
means  accords  with  the  high  en- 
comiums which  have  been  lavish- 
ed upon  it  in  some  European 
works.  So  far  as  my  observa- 
tions extend,  this  medicine,  if  not 
positively  injurious,  is  at  least  of 
no  benefit  in  those  cases  of  whoop- 
ing cough  in  which  there  is  much 
congestion  in  the  lungs,  or  any 
tendency  to  inflammation  in  these 
organs.  Given  in  such  cases,  it 
produces  drowsiness  or  stupor, 
tremor  of  the  muscles,  and  an  in- 
crease of  embarrassment  in  respi- 
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ration.     On  the  other  hand,  when  beenriipturerl  previously  to  death, 

the  cough   is   purely    spasmodic,  and  the  air  had   insinuated   itself 

when  the  lohoop  is  shrill,  and  long  hetween  the  lung  and   its  pleura, 

protracted,  and,  during  the  inter-  That  the  emphyseoia  was  not  ow- 

vals  of  the  paroxysms,  there  is  no  ing  to  any   chemical   deconiposi- 

material   increased   frequency  of  tion  going  on  in  the  lung,  was  evi- 

the  pulse  and  respiration,  I  have  dent  to  those  who  were  present, 

seen   decidedly  good  effects  fol-  by  the  absence  of  all  signs  of  pu- 

low  its  administration.     When  the  trefaction,    and    by    the   lovvness 

prussic  acid   operates  favorably,  of  the  temperature  of  the  air,  in 

it  produces   its   effects  in  a  short  which  the  body  had  been   placed, 

time.     It  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  it  being   very   near  the   freezing 

indiscriminate  use   of  this   medi-  point.     The  posterior  and  inferior 

cine,  that  its  reputation  has  fallen  portion  of  the   same  lung  proved 

so    far    below   its   real   value. —  to  have  been   in   a   state  of  high 

When  the  cough  is  kept  up  prin-  inflammation.    The  right  lung  was 

cipally  by  habit,   or  when  it   has  sound. 

assumed  the  character  of  chronic        The  principal  diseases  for  the 

catarrh,  the  matter  expectorated  last  two  months  have  been  those 

being  muco-purule-it,  the  cinchona  of  the  lungs. 

in  some  of  its  forms  is  exceeding-        Hcemoptysis    has    of  late  been 

ly  useful.  much  more  common  than  usual. 

During  the   last  month    Croup        The  last  year  was  remarkable 

was  much  more  prevalent  than  in  for  the  prevalence  of  cutaneous 

the  winter.       In   one   fatal  case,  diseases.   The  most  common  were 

that  of  a  child  three  years  of  age.  Urticaria, Prurigo,  Erythema,  Ery- 

the   examination  of  which  I  wit-  sipelas,  Scabies  pundenta,  and  the 

nessed,  the   mucous  membrane  of  tuo  species  of  Lichen.      Of  these 

the  larynx  was   red    and  swollen,  the  scabies  and  lichen  were  foiind 

and  covered  throughout  its  extent  to  be  the  most  obstinate  and  diffi- 

by  the  false  membrane,  so  called,  cult  to  cure.       The  last  of  these 

On  raising  the  sternum  the  ante-  is  by  no  means  so  common  with  us 

rior    edge   of  the   left  lung  was  as  the   others   above   mentioned, 

found  to  be  emphysematous.   The  One  case  of  it  which  came  under 

investing    membrane     had    been  my  care  at  the  close  of  the  year, 

raised  by  air,  and  presented   the  which  was  complicated  wiih  other 

appearance   of  transparent   blad-  diseases,   and   terminated    fatally 

ders   or  vesicles,  some  of  which  a  few  days  ago,  I   shall   take   the 

were  an    inch   in   diameter,   and  liberty  to  detail, 
through  which  the   substance   of        A  tnarried  lady,   aged  30,   and 

the    lung    was    visible.       There  mother    of  three    children,   of  a 

was  a  communication,   however,  spare  habit,  but  until  the  autumn 

between    all    of  these    vesicles,  of  1827  perfectly  healthy,  began 

When  a  blow-pipe  was  introduced  in  the  month  of  November  to  lose 

into    the    trachea,    and    air    was  her    strength,    and,    without    any 

blown  into   and  made  to   distend  obvious  cause,  her  flesh.      About 

the  lung,  these  vesicles  increased  the  20th  of  December  an  eruption 

in  size,   and   new  portions  of  the  made  its  appearance  on  the  su- 

membrane  were  raised.      Hence  perior  part  of  the   body,  which 

it    appeared  that   the   lung  had  became  so  troublesome,  that  she 
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requested  my  advice  on  the  25th.  pill  of  opium  and  ipecacuanha  at 
On  examination  the  eruption  was  night.  The  proportion  of  vegeta- 
foiind  to  be  confined  to  the  back  ble  food  was  also  directed  to  be 
of  the  neck,  the  shoulders,  and  a  very  considerably  diminished.  The 
small  part  of  the  chest.  It  was  next  day  on  examining  the  urine, 
in  the  form  of  papulae,  irregularly  it  was  found  to  be  transparent, 
distributed,  of  a  red  color  and  and  fiee  from  sediment,  of  a  di- 
oval  form,  the  spaces  between  lute  greenish  yellow  color,  desti- 
them  being  likewise  red  and  fret-  tute  of  any  odor,  excepting  that 
ted,  in  con.sequence  of  the  vio-  which  was  natural,  and  of  all 
lence  to  which  they  had  been  ex-  traces  of  saccharine  matter.  It 
posed.  This  eruption  was  ac-  contained  urea.  Some  days  af- 
companied  with  almost  intolerable  terwards  we  found  by  measure- 
sensations  of  burning,  itching,  and  ment  that  the  urine  in  a  given 
stinging,  which  were  aggravated  time  exceeded  the  drinks  taken 
in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  -  It  into  the  stomach  by  about  one- 
had  all  the  essential  characteris-  seventh.  As  the  medicines  first 
tics  of  Lichen  agrius.  The  at-  prescribed  had  the  effect  to  dimi- 
tending  symptoms  were, — ema-  nish  the  thirst,  and  to  render  her 
cialion,  or  shrinking  of  the  whole  more  comfortable,  they  were  con- 
body,  great  appetite,  inextinguish-  tinuedfor  ten  or  twelve  days,  the 
able  thirst,  costiveness,  tongue  bowels  being  occasionally  opened 
rough,  whitish,  and  moist  in  front,  by  a  cathartic.  At  the  end  of 
but  dry  and  brownish  at  the  pos-  this  time,  the  appearance  of  the 
terior  part,  skin  \vaim,  dry  and  patient  was  much  improved  ;  all 
rough,  pulse  90  in  a  minute,  with  the  prominent  symptoms  were 
some  tension,  strength  diminished,  lessened,  the  strength,  counte- 
sleep  disturbed.  These  symptoms  nance  and  skin  were  in  a  better 
indicated  a  disease  much  more  condition,  and  the  lichen  had  ef- 
serious  than  lichen.  On  inquiry  I  floresced  and  nearly  disappeared, 
ascertained  that  the  thirst,  which  The  thirst,  though  not  quite  gone, 
was  excessive,  and  much  less  was  no  longer  excessive,  and  the 
tolerable  to  the  patient  than  the  urine  had  diminished  in  a  propor- 
irritation  of  the  eruption,  had  tional  degree.  The  medicines 
been  increasing  for  five  or  six  and  diet  were  ordered  to  be  con- 
weeks,  that  she  had  been   impel-    tinned. 

led  to  drink  daily  large  quantities  On  the  18th  of  January  the 
of  various  mild  liquids,  and  that  eruption,  together  with  all  the 
the  urine  had  increased  in  an  other  symptoms,  had  .returned, 
equal  ratio.  The  costiveness  had  and  she  appeared  not  only  vveak- 
,  likewise  been  very  troublesome,  er,  but  likewise  more  emaciated 
and  to  obviate  it,  she  had  taken  than  at  my  first  visit.  She 
occasionally  doses  of  epsom  salts,  had  indulged  in  the  use  of  vegeta- 
During  this  time  the  appetite  had  ble  food.  I  then  directed  her  to 
been  almost  voracious.  confine  herself  strictly  to  animal 

Being  desirous  to  know  the  food,  for  drink  allowed  her  water 
condition  of  the  urine,  I  contented  alone  or  mixed  with  milk,  and 
myself  at  that  visit  with  prescrib-  prescribed  half  an  ounce  of  de- 
ing  an  antimonial  to  be  occasion-  coction  of  cinchona  with  thirty 
ally  taken  through  the  day,  and  a    drops  of  the  tincture  of  sulphate 
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of  quinine,  to  be  taken  four  times 
a  day,  and  a  grain  of  opium  at 
bed  time.  The  bowels  were 
kept  open  by  large  doses  of  mag- 
nesia. In  the  course  of  a  week, 
a  very  marked  change  for  the 
better  took  place.  She  had  no 
longer  any  extraordinary  thirst, 
the  appetite  had  become  natural, 
the  skin  softer  and  more  supple, 
and  the  strength  improved.  The 
urine,  although  exceeding  the 
drinks,  was  by  no  means  in  large 
quantity.  The  eruption,  which 
had  extended  to  the  front  of  the 
thorax,  had  again  effloresced,  and 
was  disappearing.  This  course 
was  pursued  through  February, 
with  no  other  variation  than  per- 
mitting her  to  take,  once  a  day,  a 
very  small  quantity  of  vegetable 
food,  such  as  boiled  rice,  or  hard 
biscuit.  About  the  middle  of  the 
month  the  lichen  again  made  its 
appearance,  and  extended  further 
down  the  back.  Towards  the 
last  of  February  and  the  begin- 
ning of  March,  the  caution  with 
regard  to  the  quantity  of  vegeta- 
ble food  was  not  strictly  attended 
to,  and  the  bowels  were  neglect- 
ed. About  the  5th  there  was  a 
sudden  falling  off,  and  on  the  7th 
the  symptoms  were  as  follows  : 
countenance  haggard  ;  form  ema- 
ciated and  shrunk  ;  pulse  120, 
contracted,  and  counted  with  dif- 
ficulty ;  tongue  loaded,  bowels 
very  costive,  swollen,  and  painful; 
extremities  cold;  restlessness,  and 
when  asleep  the  jaw  fell  ;  thirst 
excessive,  and  urine  in  large 
quantity.  By  the  application  of 
heat  to  the  surface  of  the  body, 
by  stimulants  internally,  by  con- 
finement to  animal  food,  and  by 
thorough  purging,  the  patient  re- 
covered rapidly  from  this  state  of 
exhaustion,  and  in  the  course  of 
eight  or  ten  days  was  able  to  take 


exercise  in  the  open  air.  The 
lichen  was  again  bright.  The 
diabetes  however  was  not  propor- 
tionably  lessened,  for  on  measur- 
ing the  quantity  of  drink  and  that 
of  the  urine  in  twenty-four  hours, 
the  former  amounted  to  six  pints 
and  a  gill,  the  latter  to  eight  pints 
and  a  half.  The  patient  was  also 
much  emaciated.  In  the  last 
week  of  March,  her  strength 
failed  rapidly,  all  animal  food  was 
rejected  with  loathing,  and  medi- 
cine and  diet  ceased  to  have  any 
beneficial  effect.  On  the  2d  of 
April,  symptoms  of  extreme  ex 
haustion  again  showed  themselves, 
and  she  died  early  the  next  morn- 
ing. For  the  last  ten  days  (he 
eruption  did  not  make  its  appear- 
ance. 

I  have  to  regret  that  the  case 
is  left  imperfect,  as  no  opportunity 
was  afforded  for  a  post  mortem  ex- 
amination. 

Boston,  ^pril,  1828. 


n. 

From  the  Med.  Chir.  Review. 

INFLUENCE  OF  THE  STOMACH  ON 

THE  MIND.* 

Thk  intimate  sympathy  which 
subsists  between  the  brain  and 
stomach  has  long  been  acknow- 
ledged ;  but  we  are  quite  con- 
vinced that  two-thirds  of  the  ef- 
fects of  this  sympathy  fail  lo  be 
traced  to  their  pioper  source. 
Thus,  stomach  affections  are  eve- 
ry day  attributed  to  errors  in  diet, 
or  other  common  physical  causes 
acting  directly  on  the  organs  of 
digestion,  when  the  real  cause  is 
a  moi'al  one,  acting  through  the 
medium  of  the  mind,  or,    what  is 

i-'  *  On  the  Influence  of  Gastric  Afiec- 
tions  in  the  Production  of  Mental  Mala- 
dies, and  vice  versa.  By  M.  Bai^le. — 
Revue  Medicate. 
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the  same  thing,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  mind's  organ,  the 
brain.  So,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
see  disordered  intellectual  func- 
tions attempted  to  be  traced  to 
purely  moral  causes,  when  these 
causes  are  purely  physical  ones, 
deranging  the  mind  through  the 
medium  of  the  stomach.  Singu- 
lar and  incredible  as  the  opinion 
may  apjiear  to  those  who  have 
not  much  studied  the  subject, yet 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it 
as  our  conviction,  that — moral 
causes  act  most  frequently  on  the 
stomach  and  other  digestive  or- 
gans, while  physical  causes  act 
most  frequently  on  the  mind. 
This  view  of  the  subject  would 
incline  one  to  think  that,  when  a 
morbid  impression  is  made  on 
any  organ — say  the  brain,  as  by  a 
piece  of  bad  news  or  the  like,  the 
organ  primarily  impressed  imme- 
diately throws  the  onus  on  some 
other  with  which  it  sympathises, 
as,  for  instance,  the  stomach  or 
liver.  These  latter,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  disturbed  by  improper 
diet,  or  other  causes,  shift  the 
suffering  from  themselves  to  the 
brain,  in  the  first  instance — thus 
acting  like  individuals  in  this 
world — every  one  for  himself  ! 

This  seems  to  be  pretty  nearly 
the  conclusion  to  which  M.  Bayle 
has  come.  "  Every  action," 
says  he,  "  which  is  somewhat  too 
energetic  in  one  of  these  two  or- 
gans (the  brain  and  stomach), 
, awakens  a  sympathetic  affection 
in  the  other,  and  vice  versa.  It  is 
thus  that  the  work  of  digestion, 
particularly  if  too  laborious,  or  if 
the  food  has  been  in  too  great 
quantity,  renders  the  senses  more 
obtuse,  exercise  less  relished,  and 
induces  an  inclination  to  sleep.  A 
very  small  quantity  of  spirituous 
potation  has  this  effect  on   many 


people  who  are  morbidly  sensi- 
tive. Tea  and  coffee,  on  the  con- 
trary, excite  the  brain  and  intel- 
lectual faculties  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  stomach,  so  as  to 
prevent  sleep  for  a  time — and 
this  before  they  can  possibly  be 
absorbed  into  the  current  of  the 
circulation,  and  thus  act  directly 
on  the  brain."  "  On  the  other 
hand,  the  influence  of  the  brain 
on  the  stomach  is  not  less  evident 
under  a  great  variety  of  circum- 
stances. The  sight  of  nauseous 
objects  often  causes  sickness  of 
stomach,  while  that  of  savory 
viands  immediately  excites  an  ap- 
petite. A  blow  on  the  head,  an 
inflammation  of  the  brain,  will 
cause  vomitings,  and  violent  pain 
in  the  epigastrium." 

The  main  subject  of  investiga- 
tion, however,  which  is  here  pro- 
posed by  our  author,  is,  the  reci- 
procal influence  of  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels  in  the 
production  of  mental  maladies, 
and  of  mental  maladies  in  the 
production  of  these  gastro-enter- 
ites.  This  important  investiga- 
tion is  to  occupy  several  Memoirs 
in  the  Revue  Medicale.  The 
cases  which  come  forward  on  this 
occasion  will  be  valuable,  what- 
ever may  be  thought  of  the  doc- 
trine which  they  are  meant  to 
support. 


Case  1.  Madame  H- 


-,  aged 

63,  of  violent  and  tyrannical  tem- 
per, had  experienced,  for  some 
years,  considerable  domestic  cha- 
grin, without  producing  any  osten- 
sible effect  on  her  mental  facul- 
ties, till  the  month  of  December, 
1817,  when  symptoms  of  aliena- 
tion appeared.  She  became  taci- 
turn— was  haunted  with  religious 
fears — and  complained  of  severe 
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pains  in  the  epigastrium.  She 
consulted  a  priest,  and  was  evi- 
dently worse  after  receiving  spir- 
itual consolation.  She  was  now 
in  constant  dread  of  being  poison- 
ed, and  refused  all  aliment — com- 
plained of  dreadful  pains  in  her 
stomach — wished  ardently  for 
death,  and  more  than  once  at- 
tempted suicide.  She  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  speak  on 
any  other  subject  than  that  of  her 
hallucination. 

In  this  state,  she  entered  the 
Maison  Royale  de  Charenton,  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1818.  Her 
complexion  was  yellow — counte- 
nance meagre,  and  indicative  of 
great  melancholy — skin  dry  and 
harsh,  with  a  strong  tint  of  yel- 
low— taciturnity  obstinate — under 
constant  persuasion  that  she  was 
going  to  be  poisoned,  and  to  un- 
dergo unheard-of  torments  ; hence 
evidently  the  desire  of  death,  the 
attempts  at  suicide,  the  refusal 
of  food,  the  groans  and  sighs,  and 
the  profound  melancholy.  This 
state  continued  without  any  al- 
teration except  an  increase  of  ob- 
stinacy in  taking  food  ;  so  that  she 
was  actually  destroyed  by  this 
obstinacy,  and  died  on  the  14th  of 
May,  in  the  greatest  possible 
emaciation. 

Dissection.  A  considerable  se- 
rous effusion  in  the  ventricles,  at 
the  base  of  the  skull,  and  in  the 
spinal  canal.  The  arachnoid  was 
rather  thickened  and  opake — the 
pia  mater  injected — and  the  lining 
membranes  of  the  ventricles 
thickened,  and  covered  with  tine 
granulations.  In  the  chest,  the 
inferior  portion  of  each  lung  was 
hepatized.  The  heart  was  sound, 
but  rather  flabby  and  pale.  The 
stomach  contained  some  yellow 
fluid,  and  its  mucous  membrane 
was  throughout  reddened,   thick- 


ened, and,  in  one  place,  ulcerated 
to  the  extent  of  two  inches  in 
length  by  one  in  breadth.  This 
ulcer  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
pylorus — had  penetrated  through 
the  whole  of  the  coats,  and  even 
into  the  pancreas,  to  which  the 
stomach  was  adherent  ;  so  that,  in 
fact,  the  ulcerated  cavity  in  the 
pancreas  made  part  of  the  gene- 
ral cavity  of  the  stomach.  There 
were  some  marks  of  inflammation 
in  the  mucous  membiane  of  the 
small  intestines.  The  gall-blad- 
der was  tilled  with  a  calculus,  in 
the  shape  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  to 
which  the  parietes  of  the  recep- 
tacle were  every  where  adherent. 

M.  Bayle  thinks  there  is  fair 
reason  to  believe  that,  in  this 
case,  the  gastric  afl'ection  preced- 
ed the  mental  alienation,  and  had 
contributed  considerably  to  it. 
This  female  was  predisposed  to 
insanity  on  both  father's  and  mo- 
ther's side  ;  and,  therefore,  the 
brain  sympathised  more  readily, 
and  to  a  greater  extent,  in  this 
case,  with  the  gastric  disease. 
The  author  also  thinks  that  the 
disease  of  the  stomach  was  exas- 
perated by  the  mental  malady, 
and  by  the  domestic  chagrin  to 
which  the  unfortunate  patient  had 
been  exposed.  In  this  we  can- 
not but  agree  with  M.  Bayle. 

The  author  throws  out  a  cu- 
rious hint,  or  rather  opinion,  in 
this  place,  which  seems  not  en- 
tirely devoid  of  probability;  name- 
ly, that  the  form  of  the  mental 
hallucination  was  determined  by 
the  physical  malady  in  the  sto- 
mach : — that  is,  that  the  convic- 
tion of  being  poisoned  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  inflammation  and 
ulceration  going  on  in  the  stomach. 
It  is  no  wonder  that,  under  this 
impression,  and  sufl'ering  so  much 
from  an  ulcerated  stomach,  she 
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should  hate,  and  endeavor  to  avoid 
society — refuse  food — and  at- 
tempt suicide  !  Many  a  poor 
wretch  h  is  raised  his  hand  against 
his  own  life  from  a  disordered 
stomach,  without  knowing  where 
the  source  of  his  misery  lay  con- 
cealed. 

The  case  above  detailed  offers 
another  of  those  thousand  ways  in 
which  Nature  endeavors  to  com- 
bat disease,  or  at  least  to  resist 
the  consequences  of  it.  The  ad- 
hesion of  the  stomach  to  the  pan- 
creas no  doubt  preserved  life, 
wretched  as  that  life  was,  for 
some  time  ;  for,  had  the  adhesion 
noi  taken  place,  an  extravasation 
into  the  abdomen  of  the  gastric 
contents,  would  have  haj)pened 
long  before. 

Case  2.      Madam    G— 


,    an 

English  lady,  aged  59  years,  of 
nervous  temperament,  and  som- 
bre disposition,  entered  the  Cha- 
renton  on  the  30th  of  January, 
1819,  and  no  precise  account  of 
her  history  could  be  o!)tained.  It 
was  discovered,  however,  that 
she  had  sulFered,  for  some  consi- 
derable time,  frouj  pain  and  sense 
of  weight  in  the  epigastrium,  and 
that  she  had  been  in  possession  of 
her  reason  till  the  month  of  De- 
cember, 1818,  at  which  ti(ne  she 
lost  the  greater  part  of  her  pro- 
perty, and  her  affairs  became 
sadly  deranged.  It  was  then  her 
intellectual  faculties  gave  way, 
under  the  moral  affliction.  She 
now  became  possessed  with  the 
idea,  that  her  attorney  was  about 
to  arrest  her  and  all  her  family, 
and  immure  them  in  prison.  She 
saw  and  she  heard  a  thousand 
things  to  confirm  her  suspicions, 
and  her  whole  time  was  occupied 
in  devisino  stratagems  to  elude 
her  pursjLiers.     This  hallucination 


had  occasional  remissions,  during 
which  she  partially  recognized 
the  baseless  fabric  of  her  appre- 
hensions. At  other  times  she  had 
exasperations  of  the  terror  above- 
mentioned,  accompanied  by  vio- 
lent pain  in  her  stomach,  at  which 
periods  she  refused  food,  and  the 
bowels  were  obstinately  consti- 
pated. 

AVhen  she  came  into  the  Cha- 
renton,  she  presented  a  sad 
picture  of  melancholy — paid  little 
attention  to  what  was  going  on 
around  her,  and  was  evidently 
occupied  entirely  with  the  subject- 
of  her  hallucination.  "  She  was 
a  lost  woman  ;  it  was  all  over  with 
her ;  she  could  not  long  survive, 
as  her  own  feelings  plainly  told 
her  ;  her  head  and  stomach  were 
the  seats  of  dreadful  pain  ;  people 
were  endeavoring  to  poison  her." 
These  ideas  were  so  dominant, 
that  she  could  speak  of  nothing 
else.  She  was  in  constant  agita- 
tion— always  wanting  to  get  away 
— refused  all  aliment — bowels  ob- 
stinately confined.  These  symp- 
toms augmented  in  degree,  but 
never  changed  their  character. 
At  ihe  end  of  four  months,  this 
unhappy  patient  was  in  a  melan- 
choly situation.  Her  emaciation 
was  great ;  she  was  harassed  with 
violent  cephalalgia,  and  acute 
pains  in  the  stomach,  sometimes 
accompanied  by  a  burning  heat  of 
skin,  and  darting  pains  in  various 
parts  of  the  body.  The  greatest 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  ex- 
hibiting any  food,  as  she  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  per- 
suasion that  it  was  always  poison- 
ed. She  lingered  on  till  the  28th 
of  March,  1820,  when  long  sought 
death  came  to  her  relief. 

Dissection.  There  was  an  effu- 
sion of  a  sero-sanguinolent  kind 
between  the  membranes  of  tha 
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brain,  and  in  the  ventricles.  The 
cerebral  substance  was  softened, 
but  the  meninges  were  not  thick- 
ened. There  was  considerable 
hepatization  of  the  lungs,  and  tliree 
ounces  of  serum  in  the  pericar- 
dium— heart  sound.  The  sto- 
mach was  remarkably  contracted, 
and  took  a  peculiarly  lengthened 
form,  from  above  downwards.  The 
mucous  membrane  was  covered 
with  a  thick  layer  of  yellowish 
mucous  matters,  and  underneath 
was  very  red  throughout.  The 
liver  was  gorged  with  blood,  and 
its  right  lobe  descended  to  within 
two  inches  of  the  os  ilii.  The 
small  intestines  were  very  much 
contracted,  and  their  mucous 
membrane  slightly  reddened.  The 
colon  was  also  greatly  contracted, 
and  singularly  contorted  in  various 
directions.  All  the  other  abdomi- 
nal viscera  were  healthy. 

Although  the  gastric  lesions 
above  described  cannot  fairly  be 
set  down  as  causes  of  the  mental 
alienation,  yet  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  disorder  of  the  sto- 
mach greatly  assisted  the  moral 
causes  of  the  cerebral  disturb- 
ance. In  short,  we  may  conclude 
that  in  this,  as  in  a  thousand  other 
cases  of  less  serious  character, 
the  two  organs  acted  and  re-acted 
on  each  other — that  the  physical 
disorder  aided  the  moral  causes 
in  deranging  the  mind,  while  the 
moral  causes  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  disorder  of  the  sto- 
mach. 


III. 

•  ELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Jlneurismal  Pouch  of  the  Heart. 
Case.  By  M.  Cruveilheir. — 
M.  N.  aged  77  years,  of  excellent 
constitution,  and  considerable  mus- 


cular force,  summoned  M.  C. 
while  in  a  state  of  suflToeation  that 
took  place  while  in  a  warm  baih. 
He  presented  the  following  symp- 
toms, viz. — purple  hue  of  the 
face  ;  cold  perspiration  ;  extreme 
oppression  ;  anxiety  ;  expectora- 
tion of  a  spumous  sanguinolent 
character  ;  hard  full  pulse,  quick 
and  irregular  ;  in  short,  he  had  all 
the  symptoms  of  a  severe  parox- 
ysm of  asthma.  On  investigation, 
it  was  found  that  he  never  had 
experienced  a  similar  attack  be- 
fore, but  that  ever  since  1809 
(the  time  being  then  1819)  he 
had  complained  of  dyspnoea  and 
tightness  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  for  which  he  consulted  the 
most  eminent  physicians  of  Paris, 
who  considered  the  disease  as 
spasmodic.  The  patient  was  di- 
rected to  keep  in  the  vertical 
position  before  a  window — to  have 
pediluvia  and  friction  applied  to 
the  lower  extremities,  and  to  take 
some  expectorants.  By  these 
means,  the  sense  of  suflToeation 
went  off,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  the 
patient  was  restored  to  his  ordi- 
nary state  of  health. 

From  that  period,  however,  M. 
N.  was  quite  an  altered  man.  He 
became  irritable,  timid,  pusilla- 
nimous, and  haunted  with  the  per- 
petual dread  of  death  in  one  of 
these  paroxysms  of  suffocation. 
This  was  the  predominant  idea. 
During  the  day,  while  surrounded 
by  his  children  and  friends,  v  his 
terror  of  death  was  moderate  ; 
but  the  moment  he  went  to  bed, 
the  dread  of  an  attack  produced, 
as  if  by  an  electric  shock,  a  sense 
of  constriction  about  the  heart, 
and  a  strange  sensation  in  the  arm- 
pits and  hams.  The  precise  na- 
ture of  these  sensations  he  could 
not  clearly  describe.  He  could 
dilate  the  thorax,  the  lungs  seem- 
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ed  free,  the  pulse  was  habitually  Dissection.  The  lungs  adhered 
hard  and  full,  occasionally  inter-  pretty  generally,  were  crepitant, 
mitting  ;  capillaiies  of  the  face  but  considerably  infiltrated  with 
injected  ;  digestive  functions  per-  frothy  serum,  and  the  ultimate 
feet.  He  was  still  solaced  with  branches  of  the  bronchia  were 
the  idea  that  his  disease  was  red.  There  were  four  or  five 
merely  asthma  ;  but  M.  Cruveil-  ounces  of  serum  in  the  left  cavity 
heir  and  another  physician  justly  of  the  thorax.  The  pericardium 
apprehended  that  they  had  a  adhered  to  the  heart  by  some  fila- 
raore  serious  malady  to  combat,  ments,  especially  on  the  left  side. 
namely,  organic  disease  of  the  These  bei^g  torn  through,  a  small 
heart.  The  stethoscope  had  not  tumor,  of  the  size  of  a  walnut, 
yet  been  discovered,  but  the  ful-  presented  itself,  standing  out  from 
ness  of  the  pulse  repelled  the  idea  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart.  It 
of  there  being  any  contraction  of  adhered  to  (he  pericardium.  The 
the  ventricular  orifices.  Still  parietes  of  the  tumor  were  vei'y 
there  was  no  doubt  entertained  resistant.  The  left  ventricle  was 
of  the  existence  of  some  organic  hypertrophied.  Between  two  of 
lesion  of  the  heart.  Various  means  the  colutunae  carneae,  there  was 
were  employed  in  the  way  of  hy-  seen  a  small  opening,  nhich  would 
giene,  as  well  as  medicine,  but  admit  the  point  of  the  finger,  lead- 
not  apparently  with  much  effect,  ing  to  the  tumor  or  pouch  above 
During  the  eight  months  that  in-  described.  The  parietes  of  this 
tervened  between  this  attack  and  pouch  were  found  to  be  cartila- 
his  death,  the  patient  had  several  ginous  and  osseous,  and  lined  with 
slight  accessions  of  suffocation,  a  fibrinous  concretion  ;  there  were 
which  generally  came  on  in  the  some  calcareous  concretions  on 
morning,  with  a  wheezing  respi-  the  mitial  valve.  The  coronary 
ration,  hard  and  irregular  pulse,  arteries  uere  completely  ossified, 
frothy  and  sanguineous  expectora-  and  the  root  of  the  aorta  was  stud- 
tion.  The  fiesh  air,  horizontal  ded  with  calcareous  spois. 
posture,  and  pediluvia,  were  gen-  /,  ,  ,.  r  ,i  r  r  s 
Lrally  sufficient  to  dissipate  these  ^^^nputation  of  the   Lower  Jaw  at 

attacks. 

Early  in  July,  1820,  M.  N.  was  James  Heron,  aged  30,  of  good 
seized  with  pulmonary  catarrh,  constitution,  was  received  into 
which  was  attended  with  much  the  hospital  on  the  6lh  of  May, 
oppression  of  the  chest,  and  s;in-  1825.  After  the  removal  of  a 
guinolent  expectoration.  M.  Cru-  tooth  some  months  previously,  a 
veilheir  was  called  to  him  on  the  tumor  sprang  from  the  vacant 
12th.  Nothing  particular  was  space,  the  progress  of  which  was 
done  at  that  time.  On  the  loth  slow,  but  ultimately  extended 
he  was  again  summoned  in  great  beyond  the  zygoma  superiorly, 
haste.  The  gentleman  had  gone  and  occupied  one  half  the  sublin- 
to  bed  in  very  good  spirits,  and  gual  space  internally.  The  bone 
slept  well  all  night.  In  the  morn-  was  enlarged  and  the  teeth  loos- 
ing, a  severe  paroxysm  of  suffoca-  ened,  as  far  as  the  first  incisor 
tion  came  on,  and  carried  him  off,  tooth  on  that  side.  Deglutition 
his  intellectual  faculties  remain-  and  articulation  were  much  im- 
ing  unimpaired  till  the  last.  pedcd,  but  he  was  free  from  any 
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other  symptom,  except  a  pain  oc- 
casionally felt  in  the  centre  of  the 
bone,  shooting  toward  the  ear. 
It  was  evident  that  the  angle  and 
ascending  branch  of  the  bone 
(vere  the  parts  principally  engag- 
ed, and  the  extent  of  the  disease 
would  probably  require  the  re- 
moval of  the  bone  of  the  articu- 
lation. 

"On  Friday,  May  13th,  the 
patient  being  seated  on  a  high 
chair  in  the  position  already  de- 
scribed, (his  head  supported  and 
inclined  to  the  left  side,)  I  com- 
menced the  operation  by  an  inci- 
sion, extending  from  the  commis- 
sure of  the  lips  of  the  affected 
side,  to  the  base  of  the  bone, 
which  was  divided  at  the  second 
incisor  tooth  ;  another  incision  be- 
ginning at  the  zygoma,  w'as  car- 
ried down  over  the  articulation 
and  in  front  of  the  ramus,  termi- 
nating at  the  angle.  The  third, 
connecting  the  two  former,  passed 
obliquely  upwards  and  outwards 
from  the  termination  of  the  first. 
I  then  dissected  the  cheek  from 
the  anterior  surface  of  the  tumor, 
which  was  obscuied  by  the  expan- 
sion of  the  masseter  muscle. 
This  being  divided,  the  extent  of 
the  disease  could  be  more  readily 
ascertained.  A  portion  of  the  tu- 
mor, ascending  under  the  zygoma, 
completely  tilled  up  the  space 
beneath  the  arch  ;  and  from  its 
size  and  position,  retained  the 
process  immoveably  fixed,  pre- 
veiitiiig  the  operator  from  using 
the  jaw  as  a  lever  in  the  disloca- 
tionj  of  the  condyle.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  decided  on  cut- 
ting across  the  ramus  above  the 
angle. 

"  Having  accomplished  this  ob- 
ject, I  removed  the  section  of 
bone,  included  between  these 
two    divibions,    whli    the   corres- 


ponding part  of  the  tumor.  As 
the  room  thus  obtained  enabled 
me  to  ascertain  that  the  coronoid 
process  was  partly  absorbed,  and 
distintly  separated  from  the  con- 
dyle, I  diiected  my  attention  ex- 
clusively to  the  articulation. 

"  Mr.  Colles,  seizing  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  ramus,  in  a  strong 
pair  of  forceps,  pressed  the  con- 
dyle against  the  anterior  part  of 
the  capsular  ligament  ;  by  this 
means,  the  joint  was  penetrated 
with  more  safety  and  facility.  I 
next  enlarged  the  opening,  with  a 
blunt  pointed  history,  sutHciently 
to  allow  the  protrusion  of  the 
head  of  the  bone,  and  the  separa- 
tion of  its  remaining  connexions 
with  the  capsule,  as  well  as  the 
divisions  of  the  attachment  of  the 
external  pterygoid  muscle.  The 
operation  was  concluded  by  the 
removal  of  that  portion  of  the  tu- 
mor which  was  seated  beneath 
the  zygoma." — J\Ied.  Chir.  Rev. 
— Dublin  Hosp.  Rep. 

The  following  case  of  J^^ephri- 
tis  is  given  by  Mr.  J.  Phythian,  as 
one  oi  the  most  remarkable  cases 
which  he  has  met  with  in  the 
course  of  his  practice. 

The  patient  was  a  man  of  good 
constitution,  of  the  age  of  26.  He 
was  first  seized  with  wandering 
pains  |)articularly  in  his  bowels 
and  right  hypochondrium.  In  the 
progress  of  the  disease,  he  com- 
plained of  pain  and  heat  in  the 
region  of  the  kidneys  :  his  urine 
was  small  in  quantity,  high  color- 
ed ;  bowels  cor.fined.  He  had 
much  pain  in  the  right  shoulder 
and  down  the  right  thigh  and  leg. 
His  urine  contained  a  small  quan- 
tity of  pus,  and  was  thick  and 
muddy.  There  was  a  slight  ful- 
ness without  discoloration  in  the 
part,  at  intervals. 
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The  symptoms  were  somewhat 
palliated  by  the  treatment  pur- 
sued, but  on  the  Avhole,  (he  pa- 
tient sank  fast  under  the  disease. 

In  a  month  after  its  commence- 
ment, it  appeared  that  the  pa- 
tient must  fall  a  victim  to  it  in  a 
few  days,  and  as  the  only  possible 
chance  of  saving  his  life,  Mr. 
Phythian  applied  a  caustic  of  the 
size  of  half  a  crown,  upon  the 
lower  part  of  the  fulness,  and  af- 
ter allowing  this  to  remain  three 
hours,  he  cut  through  the  eschar. 
A  pint  of  matter  flowed  from  the 
wound  ;  he  passed  a  good  night  ; 
and  in  the  morning,  upon  remov- 
ing the  dressing,  six  ounces  more 
of  pus  was  discharged.  A  few 
days  after,  a  disordered  state  of 
the  bowels,  with  some  fever,  took 
place  ;  but  from  this  he  soon  re- 
covered, and  a  month  after  the 
opening,  was  able  to  dispense  with 
the  attendance  of  his  physician. 

Dr.  North  has  given  in  the 
London  Med.  and  Phys.  Journal 
for  November,  a  very  striking 
case  of  Hysterical  Catalepsy,  a 
disease  the  existence  of  which  has 
been  denied  by  CuUen,  and  by 
many  other  highly  respectable 
writers. 

It  occurred  in  a  female  aged 
21,  who  had  previously  enjoyed 
good  health,  but  was  of  an  irrita- 
ble temper,  and  had  recently  suf- 
fered much  anxiety  on  account  of 
some  attachment  she  had  formed. 
She  was  first  attacked  with  pain 
and  swelling  of  her  feet  :  after- 
wards she  complained  of  intense 
pain  in  her  head,  and  had  slight 
hysterical  paroxysms.  The  opin- 
ion of  an  eminent  physician  was 
taken,  who  regarded  the  case  as 
altogether  hysterical. 

VVhen  Dr.  North  was  called, 
she  was  supposed  to  be  in  a  dying 


state.  She  was  entirely  without 
motion,  the  pulsation  at  the  wrist 
imperceptible,  and  the  action  of 
the  heart  extremely  feeble  :  no 
motion  could  be  felt  in  the  caro- 
tids. The  pupil  of  each  eye  was 
contracted  to  a  very  minute  point. 
The  temperature  of  the  body  was 
below  its  natural  degree.  A  glass 
was  held  before  her  mouth,  but 
no  vapor  could  be  detected  on  its 
surface.  Her  respiration  was 
not  perceptible.  Various  stimuli 
had  been  applied  without  efi'ect. 
Dr.  North,  after  remaining  an 
hour  with  the  patient,  perceived 
she  occasionally  drew  a  deep  but 
gentle  inspiration  every  ten  mi- 
nutes. She  remained  in  this  state 
about  twelve  hours. 

On  the  third  day  after  this,  she 
fell  into  a  state  of  complete  stu- 
por, during  which  the  arms  were 
completely  extended  and  thrown 
into  various  positions,  then  the 
legs  were  gradually  raised  up- 
ward, and  remained  thus,  without 
support.  In  whatever  position 
she  was  put,  she  remained  im- 
moveable, until  the  caprice  of  the 
bystanders  put  her  into  some 
other. 

She  was  afterwards  removed 
to  a  hospital,  and  thence  into  the 
country,  but  still  suifered  from 
violent  attacks  of  hysteria. 

On  the  JMolion  of  the  Blood.     By 
F.  Bailey,   M.B.  &c. 

Mr.  Bailey  attempts  to  refute 
the  arguments  which  have  been 
advanced  in  suppoit  of  the  opin- 
ion, that  the  capillaries  assist  in 
the  circulation  of  the  blood. 

The  fact  that  the  arteries  are 
found  empty  after  death,  and  the 
veins  gorged  with  blood,  Mr.  B. 
supposes  to  be  ov\  ing  to  the  gra- 
dual diminution  of  power  in  the 
heart.     The  arteries,  by  a  law  of 
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their  nature,  will  gradually  con- 
tract, until  the  blood,  during  the 
gradual  progress  of  death,  has 
been  entirely  transferred  from  the 
arteries  to  the  veins. 

To  the  argument,  that  if  the 
action  of  the  heart  be  completely 
cut  off,  by  a  ligature  around  the 
aoita,  the  arteries  are  still  found 
empty,  Mr.  B.  replies  that  al- 
though the  action  of  the  heart  is 
cut  off,  the  impulse  which  it  has 
already  communicated  to  the  col- 
umn of  blood  in  the  arteries,  is 
sulficient  to  carr)  it  on  to  the 
veins.  The  capillaries  cannot 
take  off  the  blood  from  the  arte- 
ries, by  a  power  of  dilation  cre- 
ating a  vaccuum.  The  only 
power  which  the  vessels  are 
known  to  possess,  is  that  of  con- 
traction, after  which,  they  be- 
come merely  passive,  ready  to 
yield  to  the  least  dilating  force. 

In  the  case  of  death  by  light- 
ning, the  arteries  as  well  as  the 
veins  are  found  loaded  with  blood. 
The  supporters  of  the  muscular 
action  of  the  capillaries,  asseit 
that  this  action  is,  here,  suddenly 
lost  ;  and  thence  the  blood  remains 
in  the  arteries.  Mr.  Bailey  thinks 
this  may  be  equally  well  account- 
ed for,  by  the  fact,  that  in  death 
by  lightning  or  electricity,  all  the 
moving  powers  of  the  blood  are 
known  to  be  instantaneously  de- 
stroyed.— London  J\Iedical  Re- 
pository. 

On   Life.      By   Sir  George   S. 

GiBBES. 

"  It  is  proved  by  experiments, 
that  all  the  animal  tissues  are  re- 
solvable into  minute  bodies, which, 
in  water,  and  under  the  influence 
of  the  sun,  possess  life  and  acti- 
vity. These  animalcula,  or  ulti- 
raate  points  of  vital  activity,  can- 
not be  further  decomposed  except 


by  fire.  By  aid  of  the  micros- 
cope, and  with  a  little  manage- 
ment, it  may  be  clearly  seen  that 
many  of  the  processes  of  life  de- 
pend upon  these  minute  animals, 
and  that  the  ordinary  laws  of  mat- 
ter, or  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  material  world,  are  totally 
out  of  question  in  explaining  the 
phenomena  presented  by  these, 
the  apparent  rudiments  of  vi- 
tality." 

"  The  vitality  and  activity  of 
the  animalcula  infusoria,  depend 
upon  the  influence  of  the  sun,  un- 
der which  every  pool  becomes 
tenanted  by  myriads  of  them,  all 
displaying,  when  examined  by  the 
microscope,  the  most  unequivocal 
signs  of  life." 

"  Myriads  of  animalcula  may 
be  seen  around  the  extremities  of 
vegetables  growing  in  the  water, 
and  it  appears  that  these  minute 
living  bodies  agglutinate  them- 
selves together,  and  absolutely 
become  the  added  part ;  so  that 
the  fibres  seem  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  congeries  of  these  animal- 
cula forming  the  growing  part. 
These  may  be  seen  like  bees  en- 
tering a  hive,  and  making  up, 
when  fixed  together,  the  fibre  it- 
self."— Lon.  J\led.  and  Phys.Jour. 

Enlargement  of  the  Upper  Lip. 

In  a  recent  Number  of  the 
Journal  de  Progres,  Dr.  Paillard 
has  drawn  the  attention  of  his 
brethren  to  the  treatment  of  this 
peculiar  deformity.  He  observes 
that  this  enlargement  is  generally 
considered  as  an  effect,  as  well 
as  a  sign  of  scrofula.  It  usually 
appears  in  scrofulous  subjects, 
and  in  that  peiiod  of  life  when 
scrofula  prevails — and  it  general- 
ly disappears  when  the  scrofulous 
diathesis  ceases,  or  is  overcome. 
But  we  occasionally  observe  this 
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phenomenon  where  there  is  no  ternfied  Madan,  used  by  the  na- 
scrofiila  in  the  constitution,  and  it  tives  of  Hisdostan,  in  elephantia- 
sonietimes  remainsasa  striking  de-  sis,  and  other  cutaneous  diseases, 
formity,  after  the  other  symptoms  It  is  of  a  whitish  color,  faint 
of  scrofula  have  entirely  vanished,  odor,  somewhat  similar  to  that  of 
If,  in  a  scrofulous  subject,  we  opium,  and  taste  resembling  that 
examine  this  swelling  of  the  upper  of  a  horse  bean.  It  was  given  in 
lip,  we  find  the  cellular  tissue  the  form  of  powder,  from  three 
more  abundant  than  natural,  and  to  five  grains,  twice  or  three 
infiltrated  with  a  serous  fluid —  times  daily,  rubbed  up  with  a  few 
the  muscles  more  pale  and  flabby  grains  of  gum  arable.  It  pro- 
ihan  in  a  healthy  subject — the  duced  nausea,  and  sometimes  vo- 
skin  very  pallid  or  shining,  and,  as  miting.  Its  eff'ects  were  in  gene- 
it  were,  infiltrated.  Sometimes  ral  similar  to  those  of  sarsaparilla. 
this  swelling  is  covered  with  ul- 
cerations, which  discharge  a  mat-  Another  remedy  which  Dr.  Cu- 
ter that  forms  into  scabs,  which  min  has  lately  employed,  is  the 
fall  off",  and  are  renewed  from  Bichromate  of  Potass,  which  he 
time  to  time.  The  cellular  tis-  has  found  of  decided  benefit  as  an 
sue,  then,  appears  to  be  the  seat  application  to  tubercular  eleva- 
of  this  affection.  But  the  treat-  tions,  excrescences  and  warts, 
raent    diff'ers,    according   as    the 

complaint  is  an  indication  of  scro-  Mr.  Higginbottom,   of  London, 

fula,  or  independent  of  that   dia-  relates    a    number   of    cases  in 

thesis.     In  the  former  case,  local  which  he  has  used  the  JVitrate  of 

treatment  is  of  no  avail,  and  we  Silver,   with   great  advantage,  in 

must    cure    the   local    complaint  erysipelas  of  the  face  arising  from 

through  the  medium  of  the  consti-  constitutional  causes.      It  has  also 

tution.     In  the  latter  case^  the  lo-  been  used,  with  great  advantage, 

cal  treatment  now  to  be  mention-  in  this  disease,  and  as  an  applica- 

ed  is  efficacious.     This  operation  tion  to  ulcers  of  long  standing,  by 

consists   in    an   incision  from   one  Dr.  Storer,  as  well  as  many  other 

angle  of  the  mouth  to  the  other,  English  surgeons. — J\led.  &-  Phys. 

along  the  inner  side  of  the  upper  Journal. 

lip,  and  thus,   in  fact,   dissecting  , ,  ,,„ 

away  a  mass  of  condensed  cellular  'Z    I        T 

^-      ^    r         •       ..               11-             rrx  BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MAY  13,  1828. 

tissue  iornung  the  swelhng.      Ihe    ] ] ]^ 

haemorrhage  is  very  a;reat  ;  but  it 

either    ceases    spontaneously,   or  ^'^•''^^  °^  diseases. 

may  be   restrained  by  ligature  of  The  advantages  arisuig  from  bdls 

the  bleeding  vessels.       The   ope-  of  mortality,  in  which  the  diseases 

ration  is  very  painful,  but  not  dan-  causing  death  are  stated,   and  those 

gerous  ;     and    it    removes    a    de-  attendng  tlie  reports  of  diseases  oc- 

formity  which  gives   a  peculiai-ly  ^^^^.       ;,,  particular   towns  or  dis- 

stupid  cast  of  countenance  to  the  .                  .         n       i    •..    i     v  » 

•    J     -J      I     in     „     I      -.1    •*  tncls,  are  universally  admitted.     Yet 

individual  aiflicted  with  it.  ,      ,                •      , 

Med.  Chir.  Rev.  ^"y  o"**'  "'^°   '^^^   examined   state- 
ments of  these  descriptions,  must  be 

Dr.  Cumin,  of  Edinburgh,   has  aware  how  often  their  value  is  dimi- 

made   some   trials   of   a   remedy  nished  by  the  names  employed  to 
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designate  diseases.      The   difficulty  town  ;    and    third,    of  those   names, 
attending  this  matter  lies  deep  in  the  usually    compound    and    vernacular, 
imperfection  of  the  science  of  medi-  which  are  employed  as  descriptive  of 
cine.       If  the  individual  diseases  oc-  the   actual    morbid  affection.      It   is 
curring  among   men    could   each    be  obvious    that    names    from    each    of 
referred  to  some  definite  species,  as  these   sources  may  be  applied  to  the 
can    be    done    with    respect    to    the  same  case  ;   and    we  do  actually  see 
plants  and  animals  presented  to  the  names  from  these  sources  jumbled  to- 
naturalist,  the  difficulty  would   be  at  gether  in  the  same  bill  of  mortality, 
an  end.      Species  are  formed  by  na-         Since,  in  the  present  state  of  our 
ture.      These  being   ascertained,   an  science,  no  mode  for  the  radical  cure 
arrangement  into  general  orders  and  of  all  these  difficulties  can  be  pointed 
classes   would   be  comparatively  an  out,  it  becomes  necessary  to  consider 
easy  task.       But  the  species   of  dis-  how  they  can  be  palliated.     We  can 
eases  are  not   yet   settled  ;    notwith-  no  longer  wail  for  a  satisfactory  no- 
standing  the  learning,  and  labor,  and  sological    arrangement,    though     we 
ingenuity,  which  have  been  employed  may  hope  that  our  children  will  en- 
on  this  subject.     All  nosologists  have  joy  one.     It  seems  to  us  that  we  may 
agreed    in    one   thing,  compelled  by  ultimately  help  them  to  do  so,  and  at 
ignorance  ;   and   that    is   in    forming  the  same  time  promote  our  own  con- 
their   species  arbitrarily.       As  each  venieuce,  if  the  members  of  the  pro- 
has  followed    his   own    notions,  they  fession  will    agree   to  adopt   the  no- 
have  widely  differed  from  each  other,  menclature   of  any  one  system.       It 
Meanwhile  no  one  has  sucseeded  to  is    com|jaratively    unimportant   what 
general  acceptance.      It  is    not    the  we  choose,  but  it  is  of  great  import- 
nomenclature,  the  names  of  diseases,  ance  that    we    agree   in    the    use   of 
but  the  distinctions  by  which  the  spe-  some  one.      We  may  in  this  quarter 
cies  are    marked,   which    have  failed  set  an  example  ;  and,  if  it  is  not  fol- 
to  satisfy  physicians.     While  this  has  lowed   by   our  fellows  elsewhere,  we 
been  the  case,  however,  it  has   hap-  shall  at  least  understand  ourselves, 
pened  as  a  cnusequence  (hat  no  one         With  these  views   we    venture   to 
has  succeeded  in   the  introduction  of  propose  to  those   who  kindly  furnish 
his    nomenclature    into    general  use.  us  reports   of  diseases,  to  adopt  the 
The  actual  names  employed  by  phy-  nomenclature   of  Goodt^  Nosology  ; 
sicians  aie  made    up,   first,   of  those  and  if  we  shall  not  be  thought  to  go 
which  have    acquired  a  popular  cur-  too  far,  we   will   suggest  to  the  prac- 
rency,  derived  from  varii^us  sources,  tilioners  of  medicine  and  surgery  in 
and     undergoing     constant    changes  our  city,  to  furnish  names  from   the 
from  the  progress,  or  new  phases   of  same  source  in  all  cases  of  death  un- 
medical  knowledge  among  the  peo-  der  their  hands,  so  that  our  bills  of 
pie;    second,  of  those  to  which  each  mortality  may  be   made  up   in  con- 
individual  physician  has  been  led    to  sistent  language, 
attach  some  definite  notions   in   the         In  selecting  this  system   we  have 
course  of  his    studies,  and   varying  not  been  influenced  by  its  newness  ; 
among  the  practitioners  of  the  same  certainly  not  by  a  love  of  change. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


207 


If  in  fact  the  nomenclature  of  Ciil- 
Icn,  or  of  any  otlier  system,  were  in 
established  use,  we  slioulu  prefer  to 
leave  it  so,  until  a  system  universally 
acceptable  should  be  brought  for- 
ward. But  if,  according  to  our 
views  of  the  subject,  there  is  not  any 
established  system  among  us,  we  may 
select  that,  whether  old  or  new, 
which  appears  best  adapted  to  the 
purpose.  IS'ow  Dr,  Good's  system 
does  seem  to  us  to  be  preferable  to 
any  other,  though  by  no  means  free 
from  objections;  and  in  regard  to  his 
nomenclature,  we  certainly  think  that 
he  is  without  a  rival. 

That  his  system  is  one,  which  ad- 
mits of  prjictical  application,  we  have 
full  evidence.  The  cases  which  have 
occurred  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  Hospital  in  our  city,  have  re- 
ceived their  names  from  it  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years.  Only  two 
diseases  have  occurred  which  have 
required  new  names.  One  of  these 
is  the  disease  commonly  called  dt- 
lirium  tremens,  which  Dr.  Good  in- 
troduces as  H  varieiy  under  llie  genus 
Alusia,  and  ^wQX^iS  Hypochondriasis. 
This  in  the  hospital  records  has  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Cephalitodes 
ebriosus.  The  other  is  the  rare  dis- 
ease described  by  Dr.  Haygarlh,  un- 
der the  name  of  Nodosity  of  the 
joints.  This  seems  (o  have  escaj)ed 
Dr.  Good,  It  has  here  been  jjlaced 
under  jiis  genus  Arthrosia,  wiih  the 
specific  name  of  Nodosia. 

If  in  any  instances  an  afi'ection 
occurs,  which  is  not  found  well  de- 
scribed in  this  system,  at  least  it  will 
be  found  that  the  prominent  symp- 
tom has  a  place  under  the  name  of  a 
disease.  This  name  may  then  be  af- 
fixed to  such  a  case,  with  a  uote  in- 


dicating the  true  aflVction,  and  sug- 
gesting perhaps  the  necessity  of  add- 
ing to  the  system  a  new  species  or 
new  variety,  as  the  case  may  require.. 
We  submit  these  remarks  to  the 
consideration  of  our  brethren,  not 
without  being  aware  of  difficulties  in 
our  plan;  but  with  a  belief  that  this 
will  be  more  than  balanced  by  its 
advantages.  Our  pages  will  be  open 
to  candid  remarks  upon  the  subject  ; 
and  wo  may,  if  requisite,  be  led  to 
recur  to  it  at  a  future  time. 


MASSACHUSETTS     MEDICAL     SO- 
CIETY. 

A  Statute  Meeting  of  the  Cen- 
sors for  the  Society,  and  for  the  first 
Medical  District,  will  be  held  in  the 
room  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  in  the  Boston  Athenaeum, 
Pearl  Street,  on  Thursday,  the  29lh 
day  of  May  next,  at  4,  P.M. 
Walter  Channtng, 

licc'y  Board  of  Censors, 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  May  2,  at  noon. 

April  25.   Sarah  Mc  Intire, 

Ann  R.  Van  Brunt, 

26.  Emily  Brown, 
Thomas  S.  Bordman, 
IVIary  Darlin, 

27.  Abioail  B.  Pratt, 
Sarah  Fox, 


20  mo. 
3 

5  yrs. 
76 
74 
29 
35 
Charles  Cole  Carlton,  12 

28.  Catharii.e  JNI.  L.  Kent,         9 
Frederick  Lee,  29 

Sarah  Ann  Uaty,  16 

Mary  Duff,  4S 

William  Henry  Spear,  8  mo. 

SO.  Maria  Simpson,  2  1-2  yrs. 

Mary  Seaver,  1  1-2 

Augusta  Stearns,  3 

Richard  Crecn,  16  mo. 

Sidney  Paul,  28  yrs. 

May  1.  Child  of  J.  Davenport,  2  days. 

2.  Charles  Oliver,  33  yrs. 

Eliza  Chapma  1  Hodge,         9 
Jane  McCarty, 

By  swallowing  a  pin,   1 — consumption,  3 — 
chicken  pox,  1— drowned,  1— hoopinp  cough, 

2 infantile,  1 — inflammation  on  the  brain,  2 

lun"  fever,    2— mortification,  1— old  age,   2 

rupture  1 — typhous  fever,    2 — unknown,    3. 

Males,  7— females,  15.  Stillborn,  1.  Total,  23. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
Eases.  To  the  poor  who  are  sufferinsf 
from  eruptions  of  any  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

SULPHUR  BATH— Dr.  R.  has,  at 
bis  house,  a  private  Sulphur  Bath  on  an 
improved  plan,  which  he  will  administer 
in  cases  of  Kheumatism,  and  affections  of 
the  skin  which  require  if. 

Htad  of  Franklin  Place^  Boston. 

eop6t 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Win- 

ter  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  sprin»  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  among^  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-in- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  'I'artar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  'I'inct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  &c.  &c. 

C.  W,  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
eds;ment  to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing; and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

NOTICE. 

SUBSCRIBERS  who  are  sfill  indebted 
for  the  Boxtun  Mi-dicnl  Inttllifituctr^ 
are  requested  (o  pay  their  hills,  as  recent- 
ly presented,  either  at  this  office  or  to  one 
of  the  following  agents. — Bnrnet  Peters^ 
Portland,  Me.  ;  Charhs  Cofjin^  Postmas- 
ter, IJuxton,  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Francis., 
New- York,  N.  Y, ;  Tho.  O.  H  Crosinl., 
Postmaster,  Catskill,  N.  Y,  ;  R.  H.  Small, 
or  John  Mortimer.  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Gi- 
deon B.  Smith,  Patriot  office,  Baltimore, 
Md.  ;  Lemuel  DwelL.,  Augusta,  Ga.  ; 
Drake  &  ConcUn.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 
14th  day  of  next  month   the  price  of  the 


5th  volume,  a»  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $2,62  1-2. 

NATHAN  JARVIS 

HAS  purchased  the  stock  of  Drugs 
and  Medicines,  and  taken  the  store 
lately  kept  by  Mr.  Henry  White,  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  No.  188,  Washingtoa 
Street,  and  he  hopes  by  constant  personal 
attention  at  all  houis  to  receive  the  pat- 
ronage which  has  formerly  been  given  to 
this  establishment.  6t. 

^pril  8. 

WEBSTER'S  CHEMISTRY. 

RICHARDSON  &  LOKU  have  in  the 
press  a  second  edition  of  Webster's 
Manual  of  Chemistry,  with  additions  and 
improvenieuts. 

Also— Chemical  Manipulation,  being 
instructions  to  students  in  (  hemisfry  on 
the  methods  of  performing  experiments,  of 
demonstration  or  of  research,  with  accu- 
racy and  success.  By  Michaei,  Fara- 
day, F.R.S.  &c..  Director  of  the  Labora- 
tory of  the  Royal  Institution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, &c.  &lc.  With  additions  by  John 
W.  Webster,  M.l).  Erving  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Harvard  University. 

The  following  character  of  the  latter 
work  is  from  the  Philosophical  Magazine 
and  Annalsof  Philosophy  for  July.  '•'After 
a  very  careful  perusal  of  the  work,  we 
strenuously  recommend  it,  as  containing 
the  most  complete  and  excellent  instruc- 
tions for  conducting  chemical  experi- 
ments. '1  here  are  few  persons,  however 
great  their  experience,  who  may  not  gain 
information  in  many  important  particu 
lars  ;  and  for  ourselves,  we  beg  most  un- 
equivocally to  acknowledge  that  we  have 
acquired  many  useful  and  important  hints, 
on  subjects  even  of  every  day  occur- 
rence." 

SURGICAL  INSTKUMENTS,  &.c. 

SAMUEL  N.  BKEWER  &  BBO'IH- 
ERS  have  just  received  a  large  in- 
voice o( Surgical  Instruments,  which  they 
will  sell  on  the  most  favorable  4erms  at 
their  Store, — S/gn  of  the  Goad  Samaritan., 
90  and  92,  JVashingtnn  St..,  where  is  also 
for  sale  a  large  assortment  of  Drugs.,  Mtd- 
icines.  Chemical  and  Electrical  Apparatus^ 
and  other  articles  that  are  usually  kept 
in  l)ru":<jipts*  storf-s. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  K 
not  paid  within  th«  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  tho  same  as  for  other  newspjtpers. 
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I. 

Account  of  a  Case  of  Empyema^ 
with  the  Appearances  on  Dis- 
section. 

By  Z.  B.  Adams,  M.D. 

C.  G.  about  five  years  old,  had 
always  enjoyed  tolerable  health, 
though  puny  and  palefaced  in  his 
appearance,  until  the  attack  of 
the  disease  which  terminated  his 
life. 

About  the  1st  of  January  he 
began  to  droop,  after  complaining 
of  being  weary  ;  at  times  was  ob- 
served to  be  slightly  feverish, 
though  he  did  not  appear  to  have 
taken  cold.  Some  common  fami- 
ly medicines  were  prescribed, 
,he  was  still  permitted  to  go  to 
school,  and  but  little  notice  was 
taken  of  his  complaints  until  the 
10th,  when  medical  aid  was  first 
called. 

He  was  found  with  the  usual 
symptoms  of  fever,  with  a  ten- 
dency to  the  lungs,  loss  of  appe- 
tite, pulse  small  and  frequent, 
tongue  slightly  coated  with  a  whit- 
14 


ish  fur,  pain  in  the  side,  and  an 
unusual  soreness  to  the  touch  all 
over  his  body  and  limbs,  accompa- 
nied by  a  slight  dry  cough.  Most 
of  these  symptoms  were  in  a  few 
days  subdued  by  the  usual  evacu- 
ants  and  the  application  of  a  blis- 
ter to  the  pained  part.  His  tongue 
became  clean,  his  skin  cooler, 
his  appetite  returned,  and  he  was 
considered  convalescent,  though 
the  same  universal  soreness  con- 
tinued, with  nearly  the  same  fre- 
quency of  pulse.  In  a  few  days, 
however,  he  began  to  be  attack- 
ed, at  irregular  intervals,  with 
rigors  more  or  less  severe,  fol- 
lowed by  heat  and  profuse  sweats. 
These  were  also  accompanied  by 
a  pain,  which  he  referred  to  the 
abdomen,  the  left  side,  a  little 
above  the  ilium,  which  was  speed- 
ily removed  by  a  blister.  As  no 
particular  evidence  existed  at  this 
time  of  any  local  affection  as  the 
cause  of  the  paroxysms,  and  espe- 
cially as  they  became  very  regu- 
lar in  their  daily  occurrence,  it 
was   determined  to    try   the   liq. 
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arsenical,  as  in  intermittent  fever, 
which  however  disagreeing  with 
the  stomach,  the  suljDh.  quin.  was 
substituted,  which  immediately 
put  a  check  to  the  rigors,  and 
much  diminished  the  whole  parox- 
ysms. There  was,  however,  at 
some  period  in  every  twenty-four 
hours,  a  great  sense  of  uneasiness 
and  restlessness,  accompanied  by 
increased  heat, difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, and  pulse  nearly  as  frequent 
as  could  be  counted  ;  this  would 
sometimes  last  three  or  four  hours 
and  gradually  subside,  after  which 
he  would  call  for  food  and  remain 
tolerably  comfortable  the  remain- 
der of  the  day.  It  was  thus  ren- 
dered probable  that  suppuration 
in  some  internal  organ,  or  some  of 
the  large  joints,  might  be  the 
cause  of  these  paroxyms.  A  con- 
sultation was  held  ;  but  as  nothing 
could  be  made  evident,  it  was 
concluded  to  use  the  warm  bath, 
with  light  tonics  and  aperients, 
and  wait  the  event.  He  soon 
however  became  manifestly  much 
worse,  the  rigors  and  fever  re- 
turned as  violently  as  before,  with 
the  general  soreness,  without  pain 
in  any  part.  In  a  short  time  the 
violence  of  the  paroxysms  was 
again  subdued  by  the  sulph.  of 
quinine,  when  he  remained  much 
as  before,  ihouch  evidently  grow- 
ing weaker  and  more  eniaciated. 
His  breathing  also  during  his  un- 
easy turns,  became  very  rapid 
and  anxious.  During  the  first  six 
weeks  of  his  illness,  it  was  with 
difficulty  he  could  be  removed 
from  his  bed  ;  motion  hurt  him, 
though  we  could  not  tell  where, 
and  he  wished  to  lie  continually. 
At  this  time,  though  he  rested 
chiefly  on  his  back,  yet  he  would 
lie  on  either  side  without  incon- 
venience. A  small  dry  cough  had 
followed  him  through  the  whole  ; 


but  now  he  would  have  sometimes 
whole  days  of  coughing  and  rais- 
ing a  thin  glairy  mucus,  which  no- 
thing would  seem  to  quell. 

At  this  time  Dr.  Jackson  saw 
him,  and  thought  it  pretty  evident 
that  the  symptoms  indicated  the 
formation  of  matter  somewhere; 
and  upon  examining  the  abdomen 
he  thought  a  little  more  tenjier- 
ness  on  pressure,  was  perceived 
on  the  right  side,  and  advised  the 
application  of  a  blister  to  that 
part,  and  that  no  more  active  in- 
ternal treatment  should  be  pur- 
sued, until  a  little  more  light 
could  be  thrown  upon  the  case. 
In  the  mean  time,  recommended 
gentle  rubbing  of  the  body  with  a 
mild  liniment,  with  a  view  to  de- 
termine the  part  diseased,  and  in 
particular,  that  the  hips  should  be 
carefully  examined.  The  blister 
proved  a  very  sore  one,  and  was 
succeeded  by  three  large  boils, 
which  successively  suppurated 
and  discharged  freely.  Imme- 
diately after  the  application  of 
this  blister,  it  was  perceived  that 
the  three  lower  ribs  of  the  right 
side  began  to  project,  and  soon  a 
very  considerable  tumor  became 
evident  there  ;  the  bowels  also 
were  growing  more  and  more  tu- 
mid, with  a  considerable  unequal 
protuberance  on  the  left  side.  It 
is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  dur- 
ing the  boils  he  could  not  lie  on 
the  right  side,  but  rested  on  his 
left  side  or  back.  During  the 
whole  sickness  he  could  not  stand 
straight,  nor  bear  much  weight  on 
his  feet.  Soon  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  tumor,  the  right  side 
of  the  chest  was  examined  with 
the  stethoscope  and  by  percussion. 
Percussion  evidently  gave  a  dull 
sound,  though,  from  fear  on  the 
part  of  the  patient,  it  was  imper- 
fectly performed.     With  the  ste- 
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thoscope,  Dr.  Jackson  agreed  with 
me  in  the  belief  that  the  sound  of 
respiration  could  be  heard  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  chest,  and  thinks 
it  now  probable  that,  at  that  time, 
(viz.  a  fortnight  before  death,) 
the  upper  part  of  the  right  lung 
might  have  admitted  air.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  the  sound  of 
respiration  could  be  indistinctly 
heard  at  the  very  lowest  point  of 
the  tumor,  which  led  me  to  think 
it  probable  that  the  abscess  might 
be  below  the  diaphragm.  Dr.  J. 
however,  concluded  that  the  right 
thorax  was  the  seat  of  the  disease, 
though  it  could  not  be  determined 
W'hether  the  pus  was  formed  in 
the  substance  of  the  lung,  or  be- 
tween the  pleuras.  He  advised 
to  watch  carefully  for  any  ap- 
pearance of  pointing  externally, 
and  if  it  should  happen,  that  the 
abscess  should  be  opened.  , 

The  tumor  extended  so  low 
that  it  was  evident  the  diaphragm 
was  much  pressed  downwards,  if 
indeed  the  tumor  were  not  below 
it.  From  this  time,  the  little 
patient  began  more  evidently  to 
sink  ;  his  breathing  became  every 
day  more  and  more  laborious,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  choose  the  se- 
mi-erect position,  inclining  to  the 
right  side  ;  until,  for  some  days 
before  his  death,  every  power  of 
his  system,  both  mental  and  cor- 
poreal, was  brought  into  requisi- 
tion to  assist  in  respiration,  so  that 
for  several  days  and  nights  he 
could  scarcely  lose  himself  for  a 
moment  in  sleep,  without  danger 
of  suffocation.  He  finally  died, 
apparently  from  the  continued  and 
increased  pressure  upon  the  bron- 
chiae,  rendering  it  impossible  for 
him  to  draw  anotber  breaih.  He 
retainedhis  senses  to  the  very  last. 

Twenty     hours     after    death, 
(which  took  place   on  the    loth 


of  April,)  the  body  was  exa- 
mined. External  appearance 
natural  as  to  color  ;  the  whole 
bodymuch  emaciated  ;  abdomen 
very  large  and  hard,  and  particu- 
larly protuberant  on  the  left  side. 
The  tumor  on  the  right  side  very 
distinct,  pressing  out  the  three 
lower  ribs,  though  without  any 
appearance  of  pointing.  Upon 
making  an  incision  down  over  the 
sternum  and  linea  alba,  the  inte- 
guments and  muscles  were  found 
exceedingly  thin.  On  opening  in- 
to the  abdomen,  the  liver  appear- 
ed to  occupy  almost  the  whole  of 
it  ;  being  forced  out  of  its  place 
by  pressure  above  the  diaphragm, 
which  was  observed  to  be  pro- 
truded downwards  quite  into  the 
abdomen.  The  ribs  of  the  right 
side  were  forced  apart  by  the 
distention  from  within,  so  that  the 
muscular  covering  of  the  chest 
was  very  thin  ;  and  accidentally, 
while  removing  the  integuments, 
it  was  touched  by  the  knife,  and 
immediately  there  followed  a  jet 
of  purulent  matter  to  the  height 
of  nearly  a  foot.  The  opening 
was  immediately  enlarged,  and 
the  body  turned  over,  that  the 
remainder  might  be  caught  in  a 
vessel  ;  and  as  nearly  as  we  could 
determine,  about  two  quarts  of  a 
thin  greenish  pus,  filled  with  flo- 
culi  of  coagulable  lymph, were  dis- 
charged. Upon  minute  examina- 
tion, it  was  concluded  that  the 
lungs  were  sound  on  both  sides, 
that  the  abscess  was  formed  be- 
tween the  pleuras,  and  that  the 
right  lobe  of  the  lungs  was  so  en- 
tirely compressed  by  it  as  to  be 
completely  useless.  The  medias- 
tinum was  pressed  considerably 
towards  the  left  side.  The  left 
lobe  of  the  lungs  appeared  small, 
but  healthy. 

Boston,  Jlpril,  1828. 
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Mdxtional  Case.  By  John  Ware, 
M.  D. 

In  connexion  with  the  preceding 
case,  it  will  perhaps  be  interest- 
ing to  relate  one  having  some 
points  of  resemblance  with  it,  par- 
ticularly as  it  respects  the  ap- 
pearances on  dissection. 

William  Parsons,  aged  25,  was 
admitted  into  the  Boston  Alras- 
House  July  16th,  1824,  in  a  state 
of  great  distress.  He  had  re- 
ceived an  injury  upon  the  right 
side  of  the  chest  some  time  since, 
which  had  been  followed  by  his 
present  complaint.  His  symptoms 
were  tho«e  of  an  advanced  stage 
of  unrelieved  jjneumonitis  or  pleu- 
risy. The  pain  in  the  side  was 
most  excruciating ;  the  respira- 
tion was  short,  laborious,  hurried, 
was  carried  on  with  great  agony, 
and  could  not  be  maintained  in  the 
horizontal  posture  without  much 
distress.  The  pulse  were  very 
quick.  The  cheeks,  lips  and 
tongue  livid;  the  extremities  livid 
and  cold.  The  stethoscope  was 
not  applied,  but  upon  percussion 
the  left  side  of  the  chest  gave  the 
natural  sound,  whilst  the  right  re- 
sounded as  if  it  were  hollow. 
This  patient  was  bled,  blistered, 
and  treated  by  mercurials.  He 
was  relieved  in  some  measure  of 
his  distress,  and  \vas  able  in  some 
degree  to  lie  down  ;  but  died  Ju- 
ly 19th. 

On  dissection,  when  the  skin 
had  been  removed  and  the  carti- 
lages of  the  ribs  cut  through, 
there  was  a  great  escape  from 
the  right  side  of  a  very  fetid  gas. 
When  the  sternum  was  removed, 
the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax 
seemed  to  be  half  full  of  a  dirty, 
whey-like  sort  of  pus,  with  shreds 
of  lymph  floating  in  it.  The  lungs 
seemed  at  first  to  have  entirely 


disappeared,  and  the  remaining 
part  of  the  cavity  of  the  chest  had 
been  occupied  by  the  gas  which 
had  escaped.  On  a  more  parti- 
cular examination,  the  remains  of 
the  lungs  were  found  at  the  upper  i 
part  of  the  cavity,  without  any  ^ 
breach  of  surface  whatever,  or 
actual  loss  of  substance  by  ulcer-  '' 
ation,  but  compressed  by  the  effu- 
sion of  fluid  and  gas  into  the  cavity 
of  the  pleura,  to  a  size  not  larger 
than  that  of  a  man's  fist.  The 
form,  relative  size,  &c.  of  the 
several  lobes  were  perfectly  dis- 
tinct, although  they  had  shrunk 
away  into  the  appearance  of  little 
shrivelled  knobs,  and  looked  very 
nearly  as  they  would  have  done 
after  soaking  for  a  long  time  in  a 
strong  alcoholic  solution  of  corro- 
sive sublimate.  The  pleura  lin- 
ing the  chest  had  been  highly  in- 
flamed, and  was  covered  by  a  lay- 
er of  dark  colored  coagulable 
lymph. 

n. 

»A  Case  of  Malignant  Chickenpox. 

By  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  M.D, 

On  the  29th  of  April,  between  8 
and  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  was  called 
to  visit  a  child  of  Mr.  James 
Spear,  in  Front  Street.  The  child, 
a  boy  eight  months  old,  was  found 
lying  in  its  mother's  arms,  in  a 
comatose  state.  Before  an  op- 
portunity was  aff"orded  me  of 
making  any  inquiries,  the  mother 
very  anxiously  desired  my  opinion 
of  the  disease.  Several  vibices 
situated  on  the  forehead  and  left 
temple,  four  or  five  in  number, 
one  or  two  of  the  size  of  a  four- 
pence,  and  varying  in  color  from 
a  light  brown  to  the  darkest  ve- 
nous blood,  first  claimed  my  at- 
tention.     It  being  impossible  to 
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distinguish  the  nature  of  the  ori- 
ginal eruption  from  these  appear- 
ances, tlie  mother  U'as  requested 
to  undress  the  child.  Upon  ex- 
amination, the  body  presented 
great  marks  of  exhaustion.  The 
glutei  were  found  covered  over 
their  entire  surface  with  petechia;^ 
most  of  them  quite  small,  of  a 
dark  purple  color.  Upon  each 
hypogastrium  several  vibiceswere 
observed,  three  or  four  of  the 
size  of  a  half  cent,  surrounded 
with  a  bright  red  areola, — in  one 
or  two  instances  nearly  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  in  hardness  and  ex- 
ternal appearance  resembling  the 
inflamed  surface  around  the  vac- 
cine vesicle.  Surface  of  extre- 
mities presented  no  unusual  ap- 
pearance :  breast  and  back  of 
shoulderscovered  with  well-mark- 
ed vesicles  of  chickenpox.  The 
extremilieo  were  cold  :  the  tem- 
perature of  the  trunk  of  the  body 
was  considerably  diminished.  The 
radial  arteries  were  scarcely  per- 
ceptible to  the  touch.  Some  nau- 
sea was  present,  and  slight  hic- 
cough. Upon  being  told  the  child 
was  affected  with  chickenpox,  the 
mother's  anxiety  was  somewhat  di- 
minished, and  from  her  I  was  ena- 
bled to  collect  the  following  his- 
tory of  the  case. 

Two  of  her  children  had  just 
recovered  from  this  affection, 
which  was  quite  prevalent  in  the 
neighborhood  at  the  time.  Both 
of  these  children  suffered  but 
,  slightly — no  more  than  children 
generally, with  this  disease.  Symp- 
toms of  disease  first  showed  them- 
selves in  my  patient  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th,  when  the  vesicles 
appeared  in  every  respect  similar 
to  those  of  the  other  children, 
with  the  exception  of  a  greater 
degree  of  redness.  During  the 
day  and  night  of  the  27th,  and  the 


day  of  the  28th,  no  peculiar  ap- 
pearances were  noticed  ;  no  in- 
creased febrile  affection  was  ob- 
served ;  the  breast  was  taken 
readily,  and  the  excretions  were 
natural.  On  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  the  vesicles  on  the  forehead 
and  abdomen  began  to  change  to  a 
deeper  red  ;  and  with  this  change 
in  the  appearance  of  the  eruption, 
increased  heat  on  the  surface  of 
the  body,  refusal  of  the  breast, 
and  incessant  restlessness,  were 
remarked.  These  symptoms  con- 
tinued until  six  in  the  morning, 
when  the  child  appeared  better, 
became  more  quiet,  and  nursed 
with  some  avidity.  Between  six 
and  eight,  however,  the  anxiety  of 
the  parents  was  increased  by  a  re- 
turn of  heat  and  restlessness.  Dur- 
ing the  night  several  evacuations 
of  a  natural  appearance  had  oc- 
curred from  the  bowels  :  no  urine 
was  passed  during  the  night,  but 
between  six  and  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  bladder  was  two  or  three 
times  evacuated  ;  urine  presented 
no  peculiarity. 

I  determined  immediately  to 
endeavor  to  bring  about  a  reac- 
tion by  emetics  ;  and  accordingly 
wrote  for  an  antimonial.  As, 
however,  during  the  few  moments 
necessarily  occupied  by  the  exa- 
mination, my  patient  evidently 
became  more  comatose,  and  the 
probability  of  relief  less,  I  felt 
desirous  for  a  consultation.  Dr. 
George  Hayward  was  called. 
The  case  was  considered  by  him 
an  uncommon  one  ;  he  expressed 
his  opinion  decidedly,  that  unless 
the  system  could  be  aroused  with- 
in a  short  lime,  my  patient  must 
sink.  He  advised  the  wine  of 
ipecacuanha  in  conjunction  with 
the  warm  bath.  I  remained  with 
the  child  till  between  one  and 
two  o'clock.      The  exhibition  of 
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three  ounces  of  the  wine  of  ipe- 
cacuanha, and  four  grains  of  tar- 
tarized  antimony  in  di«vided  doses, 
with  every  effort  to  procure  vo- 
miting by  irritating  the  fauces, 
applying  pressure  to  the  epigastri- 
um, and  making  frequent  changes 
in  the  position  of  the  body,  pro- 
duced no  effect.  The  bowels 
were  freely  opened  during  the 
forenoon  ;  evacuations  therefrom, 
natural.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
excite  the  system  by  emetics,  as 
a  dernier  resort  cordials  were  or- 
dered freely,  and  sinapisms  were 
applied  to  the  extremities.  My 
patient  gradually  sunk,  and  ex- 
pired at  10,  P.  M. 

No  alteration  for  the  worse  was 
observed  in  the  petechiae,  or  vibi- 
ces,  after  11  o'clock,  A.M.  I  say, 
for  the  icorse  ;  a  slight  change  did 
take  place  after  the  first  applica- 
tion of  the  warm  bath,  which 
gave  us  some  hope  :  the  purplish 
tinge  seemed  to  change  to  a  light- 
er shade,  as  if  vitality  had  not  en- 
tirely ceased  there.  This  altera- 
tion, however,  was  observed  but 
for  a  few  moments  ;  the  parts  soon 
presented  their  former  morbid 
characters. 

The  body  was  examined  twelve 
hours  after  death,  in  presence  of 
my  friends  Drs.  Robinson  and 
John  Flint.  No  appearance  of 
derangement  could  be  seen  in  the 
lungs  or  heart.  The  abdomen 
being  opened,  the  liver  was  found 
healthy,  gall-bladder  full  of  bile, 
spleen  presented  nothing  peculiar. 
The  stomach  was  considerably 
distended  with  flatus,  containing 
no  liquid  whatever  ;  its  villous 
coat  at  the  pylorus  redder  than  at 
any  other  part,  but  not  unusually 
so.  The  vessels  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  duodenum,  to 
the  extent  of  three  or  four  inches, 
were  considerably  injected,  pro- 
bably owing  to  the  irritation  pro- 


duced by  emetic  substances, which 
had  passed  through  the  stomach, 
and  lodged  there.  The  kidneys, 
in  situ^  presented  somewhat  of  a 
singular  appearance,  being  rather 
larger  than  usual,  and  very  black, 
looking  like  clots  of  blood.  Being 
removed  from  the  body  and  their 
substance  cut  into,  the  parietes 
of  the  pelvis  were  found  consi- 
derably hardened  ;  cavities  of  the 
pelvis  empty  ;  ureters  and  blad- 
der were  seen  perfectly  healthy. 
Upon  removing  the  scalp  from 
the  cranium,  its  inner  surface  was 
found  considerably  injected,  those 
parts  particularly,  over  the  parie- 
tal bones.  Between  the  integu- 
ments and  cranium  some  water 
was  effused  :  water  was  also  ef- 
fused under  the  arachnoid  mem- 
brane. There  was  a  slight  de- 
gree of  congestion  in  the  vessels 
on  the  surface  of  the  brain.  The 
ventricles  contained  no  unusual 
quantity  of  fluid.  The  substance 
of  the  brain  showed  no  marks  of 
disease. 

Remarks. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
patient  in  whom  this  affection 
made  its  appearance,  was  a  re- 
markably healthy,  fine  looking 
child, — the  most  robust  of  the 
family. 

I  am  acquainted  with  no  author 
who  speaks  of  a  similar  termina- 
tion of  this  disease.  Heberden 
refers  to  an  eruption  which  he 
conceives  may  be  a  "  malignant 
sort  of  chickenpox  ;"  but  which 
differs  from  the  case  above  de- 
scribed, in  the  severity  of  the 
febrile  affection  preceding  the  dis- 
ease, in  the  lenglli  of  the  disease 
itself,  and  in  the  vitality  of  the 
system  not  being  exhausted  ;  in  a 
word,  which  resembles  this  case 
only  in  being  an  aggravated  form 
of  this  affection. 

Boston,  May,  1828. 
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III. 

From  the  London  Med.  Repository. 
MALA    PRAXIS. 

RoLFE  VS.  Stanley. 

A  CASE  of  great  interest  to  me- 
dical men  was  tried  in  tiie  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  about  a  fort- 
night ago.  It  was  an  action  brought 
by  a  person  named  Rolfe  against 
Mr.  Stanley,  Assistant  Surgeon 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  to 
recover  damages  for  an  alleged 
neglect  and  want  of  surgical  skill 
in  the  treatment  of  an  injury  of 
the  knee-joint.  We  shall  lay  be- 
fore our  readers  the  evidence 
given  on  the  occasion,  as  well  as 
the  charge  of  the  learned  judge  to 
the  jury,  and  leave  them  to  form 
their  own  opinion  of  the  merits  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Cross  stated  the 
'  case,  and  called  the  following  wit- 
nesses : — 

Mr.  Henry  V.  Garman  stated 
that  he  is  a  surgeon-apothecary. 
On  the  2d  of  December,  1826, 
he  was  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Mile-end  road,  and  was  called  to 
attend  the  plaintiff.  He  found 
him  in  a  cottage  about  half  an 
hour  after  the  accident  occurred. 
He  appeared  to  have  received  a 
laceration  of  the  right  knee-pan, 
in  which  there  was  a  hard  and 
movable  sulistance.  He  washed 
away  all  the  superficial  particles, 
and,  after  putting  on  some  simple 
application,  he  took  him  home. 
'  He  went  first  for  Mr.  Green,  the 
surgeon,  but  not  finding  him  at 
home,  called  for  Mr.  Stanley, 
who  resides  in  Lincoln's  Inn  fields. 
He  came  in  three  hours  after, 
and  the  patient's  knee  was  more 
swollen.  Mr.  Stanley  appeared 
to  me  to  have  made  a  proper  ex- 
amination, and  he  requested  me 
to  put  the  limb  in  splints,  to  pre- 


vent the  motion  of  the  joints,  and 
keep  the  limb  qniet. 

Mr.  James  Rolfe,  the  father  of 
the  plaintiff,  said  he  was  not  pre- 
sent when  Mr.  Stanley  examined 
the  plaintiff's  knee,  but  when  he 
came  down  stairs  he  prepared 
him  for  the  worst.  He  said  the 
plaintiff  would  have  a  stiff  joint  as 
long  as  he  lived,  and  that  he  might 
be  glad  if  nothing  worse  occurred. 
He  added,  that  there  was  a  shock- 
ing fracture,  and  about  the  fourth 
or  fifth  part  of  the  knee-pan  was 
broken  off.  The  splints  remained 
on  for  five  or  six  days,  when  Mr. 
Stanley  took  them  off  and  bent 
the  knee,  which  caused  such  ex- 
cruciating pain,  that  the  plaintiff 
was  obliged  to  request  him  to  de- 
sist. When  the  splints  pressed 
on  the  hard  substance,  it  made 
him  quite  sick  with  pain,  and  he 
was  always  pushing  them  down. 
When  this  was  told  to  the  de- 
fendant, he  said  the  patient  must 
have  patience.  Mr.  Stanley  used 
sometimes  to  attend  twice  a-day 
for  the  first  six  days,  and  when 
spoken  to  on  the  subject,  he  said 
the  knee-pan  was  broken,  and  the 
hard  substance  felt  in  that  part 
was  a  portion  of  the  knee-pan, 
broken  off.  On  the  18th  of  Janu- 
ary, he  said  he  could  not  do  any 
more  for  him,  and  that  his  cure 
depended  more  on  himself  than 
upon  him,  the  defendant.  When 
the  plaintiff  got  well  enough  to  be 
removed,  be  was  sent  to  Ham- 
mersmith for  a  change  of  air. 
The  wound  then  swelled  as  large 
as  his  head,  and  discharged  a 
quantity  of  matter,  inconsequence 
of  which  it  was  necessary  to  call 
in  Mr.  Lilly.  The  plaintiff  was 
not  able  to  attend  to  business  dur- 
ing this  time. 

Cross-examined — He  did  not 
walk  to  see  the  Duke  of  York's 
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funeral,  but  went  in  a  coach. 
Mr.  Stanley  discontinued  his  visits 
about  that  time.  Mr.  Stanley 
might  have  called  on  that  day,  but 
he  could  not  speak  positively. 
The  plaintiff's  principal  object  in 
going  to  Hammersmith  was  to  see 
the  Duke  of  York's  funeral  ;  he 
also  thought  the  change  of  air 
would  do  him  good.  During  his 
absence  Mr.  Stanley  called  twice. 
The  plaintiff  came  back  in  a  fort- 
night from  Hammersmith. 

Re-examined — Mr.  Stanley  said 
he  might  take  moderate  exercise 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  ;  his  son  al- 
ways pointed  out  the  knee-pan  as 
the  seat  of  pain. 

Examined  by  the  Judge — He 
did  not  think  Mr.  Stanley  had  no- 
tice of  the  discharge  in  the  plain- 
tiff's knee. 

Mr.  Charles  Lilly  is  a  Member 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  He 
was  called  in  to  attend  the  plain- 
tiff in  September  ;  he  found  him 
very  feeble  ;  there  was  a  hard 
moveable  substance  in  the  knee- 
pan  near  the  surface.  He  exam- 
ined it,  and  advised  soothing  poul- 
tices to  be  applied  and  the  patient 
to  be  kept  quiet-  In  a  month  his 
health  was  very  much  improved, 
and  on  examining  the  knee  at  the 
end  of  the  second  month  he  found 
the  hard  substance  had  advanced 
so  near  the  surface  that  one  point 
of  it  had  come  through  the  wound. 
He  enlarged  the  orifice,  and  ex- 
tracted the  flint  now  produced, 
and  afterwards  removed  a  second 
piece  of  flint  ;  a  third  portion 
came  out  in  the  dressing  of  the 
knee.  The  pan  was  certaiidy  not 
fractured  ;  and  if  it  had  been  bro- 
ken, that  could  undoubtedly  have 
been  discovered. 

Cross-examined — When  first  he 
saw  the  knee,  he  thought  the 
hard  substance   was   bone.      He 


could  not  imagine  where  it  came 
from,  or  pretend  to  say  how  it 
arose.  Exercise,  he  supposed, 
would  tend  to  bring  the  hard  sub- 
stance to  the  surface,  but  nature 
would,  of  course,  have  the  same 
effect  ;  if  the  mode  of  treatment 
required  that  no  probing  should 
take  place,  the  same  course  would 
be  adopted  whether  there  was  a 
piece  of  bone  in  the  knee-pan,  or 
a  foreign  substance. 

Re-examined — It  would  be  im- 
possible to  say,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  the  scar,  if  it  was  large 
enough  to  admit  the  piece  of  flint. 
If  that  had  been  taken  out  in  the 
first  instance,  the  wound  would 
have  been  healed  when  he  first 
saw  it. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Taddy  addressed 
the  Jury  for  the  defendant,  and 
called  the  following  witnesses  : — 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Bart. — I 
have  attended  to  the  accounts 
given  by  the  different  witnesses, 
and,  having  given  the  subject  all 
the  attention  I  am  capable  of,  I 
cannot  discover  any  want  of  skill 
or  attention  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Stanley  ;  and  if  I  had  discovered 
a  hard  substance  under  the  same 
circumstances,  my  mode  of  treat- 
ment would  have  been  the  sam.e 
as  Mr.  Stanley's.  The  present 
was  a  very  doubtful  case,  and  one 
which  required  great  caution. 
No  man  is  more  informed  in  ana- 
tomy than  Mr.  Stanley.  Probing 
the  wound  at  that  time  might  have 
destroyed  life,  or,  at  least,  occa- 
sioiied  the  loss  of  the  limb  ;  for 
the  smallest  wound  made  in  the 
knee-joint,  such  as  that  made  by 
probing,  might  have  destroyed 
life.  I  have  seen  an  opening  in 
that  part  less  than  that  which 
might  be  made  by  a  crow-quill, 
and  such  opening,  to  my  know- 
ledge, destroyed  life  in  less  than 
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a  week.  If  an  incision  had  been 
made,  or  probing  used  under  these 
circumstances,  he  (the  surgeon) 
would  probably  have  opened  the 
knee-joint  in  doing  so,  and  in  that 
way  would  have  inflicted  some 
serious  injury  upon  the  limb,  and 
this  latter  mode  of  treatment  ought 
not  to  have  been  followed  under 
such  circumstances.  A  fall  from 
a  horse  would  be  likely  to  break 
the  patella,  and  it  is  the  only  way 
I  have  known  longitudinal  frac- 
tions of  the  patella  occur.  The 
natural  process  for  a  hard  sub- 
stance (as  in  the  present  case)  is 
to  approach  the  surface  of  the 
skin.  I  think  Mr.  Stanley  a  most 
complete  judge  in  such  cases ;  and 
if  1  had  been  in  attendance  upon 
the  patient,  I  should  not  have  va- 
ried the  treatment  in  any  way 
from  that  followed  by  the  de- 
fendant. 

Cross-examined — I  consider  my- 
self capable  of  saying  what  treat- 
ment ought  to  be  used  in  a  case  I 
had  not  seen,  supposing  all  the 
circumstances  are  afterwards  de- 
tailed to  me.  I  have  heard  the 
facts  from  Mr.  Stanley  before  I 
came  into  court ;  he  called  on  me 
and  mentioned  the  circumstances, 
and  I  gave  my  opinion  on  his  state- 
ment of  the  case  ;  but  my  opinion 
has  been  very  much  influenced  by 
the  evidence  I  have  heard  to  day, 
and  particularly  by  the  clear  and 
distinct  statement  of  Mr.  Lilly. 
I  believe  the  knee-joint  was  not 
broken.  If  I  had  been  called  to 
attend  a  patient  who  com|}|ained 
that  a  certain  spot  was  the  seat 
of  constant  pain,  I  should  (if  any 
new  circumstances  occurred)  look 
again  at  the  wound  ;  but,  if  I  had 
made  up  my  mind  from  the  begin- 
ning, from  my  knowledge  of  ana- 
tomy I  would  not  alter  the  mode 
of  treatment  ;   it  would  be  very 


dangerous  to  be  constantly  re- 
moving the  bandages,  and  I  should 
say  that  the  man  who  would  fre- 
quently examine  fracture,  and  re- 
move bandages  for  that  purpose, 
would  be  a  very  unskilful  surgeon, 
and  extremely  untit  to  have  the 
care  of  a  patient. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Cross — There 
was  no  fracture  in  this  case  ;  1 
therefore  wish  to  know  from  the 
witness  if,  in  case  the  patient  fre- 
quently pointed  out  a  part  as  the 
seat  of  pain,  whether  he  (Sir  A. 
Cooper)  would  not  have  examined 
that  part  a  second  time,  in  order 
to  see  if  there  was  any  thing  which 
required  further  consideration  .'' 

Sir  A.  Cooper — If  I  thought  I 
could  relieve  pain  by  again  exa- 
mining the  wound,  I  should  do  so  ; 
but  I  would  examine  a  case  of  this 
kind,  in  the  beginning,  and,  having 
made  up  my  mind  on  the  nature 
of  it,  I  would  not  vacillate  in  my 
opinion,  or  alter  the  general  mode 
of  treatment. 

Re-examined — Mr.  Stanley  did 
every  thing  a  good  surgeon  could 
do,  and  left  nothing  undone.  This 
is  my  opinion,  putting  out  of  my 
mind  all  I  have  heard  out  of 
Couit,  and  judging  only  by  the 
evidence  adduced  to-day.  I  must 
say  that  I  came  into  Court  with 
some  doubt  ;  but  it  was  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Lilly  that  made  me 
as  firm  as  I  am  at  present. 

Mr.  Brodie  stated,  that  he  is  a 
surgeon  of  St.  George's  Hospital. 
He  had  been  in  Court  since  the 
opening  of  the  case  ;  and,  judging 
by  the  evidence  alone,  he  was 
convinced  that  Mr.  Stanley  had 
shown  no  want  of  skill  or  atten- 
tion. A  fracture  of  the  patella  is 
not  uncommon  when  a  fall  from  a 
horse  has  taken  place.  It  would 
not  be  easy,  under  the  circum- 
stances, to  distinguish  a  piece  of 
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bone  from  a  foreign  substance. 
If  witness  had  been  called  in  he 
would  have  followed  the  same 
mode  of  treatment  as  that  pursu- 
ed by  Mr.  Stanley,  whom  he  con- 
sidered a  skilful  anatomist  and 
experienced  surgeon. 

Cross-examined — If  he  had  been 
employed  to  attend  the  patient, 
he  would  have  kept  him  as  quiet 
as  possible,  and  done  every  thing 
to  prevent  intlammation.  He  does 
not  recollect  any  thing  else  he 
would  have  done  on  the  occasion. 
A  person  who  saw  the  wound 
eight  or  nine  months  after  the  ac- 
cident, might  be  better  able  to 
judge  of  it  than  at  first  ;  and  a 
surgeon  who  examined  it  three 
hours  after  it  occurred  would  see 
it  to  a  disadvantage,  as  the  part 
must  then  be  considerably  swol- 
len. He  heard  several  accounts 
of  this  case.  The  first  was  from 
a  friend  of  the  plaintiff;  the  se- 
cond fi-om  the  defendant  ;  and  the 
third  from  Mr.  Lilly.  From  all 
he  heard  on  the  subject,  he  did 
not  think  that  any  blame  was  at- 
tributable to  Mr.  Stanley. 

Mr.  Travers  and  Mr.  Green, 
.surgeons  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospi- 
tal, concurred  in  stating  that  the 
defendant  had  pursued  a  skilful 
and  proper  course  of  treatment  in 
the  present  case,  and  that  no 
blame  could  attach  to  him. 

Mr.  Bell,  an  eminent  surgeon, 
said  the  defendant  had  used  all 
due  skill  and  attention  in  the  mode 
of  treatment  above  referred  to. 

Cross-examined Some  doubt 

might  have  been  caused  in  his 
mind  by  the  pain  not  subsiding, 
and  the  hard  substance  not  ad- 
hering to  the  knee-pan  after  two 
months. 

Mr.  Abernethy  was  next  exa- 
mined, and  he  stated  that  if  he 
had   been   called   to    attend   the 


plaintiff,  he  would  have  followed 
the  same  mode  of  treatment  used 
by  Mr.  Stanley,  against  whom  he 
saw  no  cause  of  complaint  on  the 
groundof  want  of  skill  or  attention. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Cross  having  re- 
plied, 

Mr.  Justice  Burroughs  sum- 
med up  the  case,  and  observed 
that  if  the  Jury  were  of  opinion 
that  the  defendant  had  been  defi- 
cient in  point  of  skill,  or  negligent 
in  his  attention  to  the  plaintiff, 
they  must  find  a  verdict  for  the 
latter  ;  but  if  they  were  of  opin- 
ion due  care  had  been  used,  and 
proper  talent  exercised,  the  de- 
fendant was  entitled  to  their  ver- 
dict. Some  of  the  first  surgeons 
in  Europe  all  agreed  in  saying 
they  would  have  done  as  Mr. 
Stanley  had  done;  and,  what  was 
remarkable,  they  all  said  it  would 
have  been  dangerous  to  have  made 
an  incision  at  the  time  ;  but,  con- 
sidering the  evidence  of  the  very 
learned  surgeons  who  were  ex- 
amined, the  plaintiff's  case  was 
extremely  weak.  If  they  (the 
Jury)  believed  what  these  wit- 
nesses said,  he  could  not  fancy  but 
their  verdict  would  be  for  the 
defendant. 

The  Jury,  after  retiring  for  an 
hour,  returned  with  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff. — Damages  £30. 


IV. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

On  Cei'tain  Properties  of  Sulphur. 

The  effect  of  heat  on  sulphur 
in  the  first  fusing  it,  but  after- 
wards causing  diminution  of  fluidi- 
ty, in  a  certain  degree  proportion- 
ate to  the  temperature,  has  been 
long  and  generally  known,  as  well 
also  as  the  peculiar  soft  state  into 
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which  the  sulphur  may  be  brought, 
by  pouring  it,  when  hot  and  thick- 
ened, into  cold  water.  M.  Du- 
mas has  been  led  to  examine  these 
phenomena  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quiring a  precise  and  particular 
knowledge  of  the  elTects  and 
changes. 

Fused  sulphur  began  to  crystal- 
lize between  226  and  228  deg. 
Its  fusing  point  may  be  consider- 
ed as  226.4  deg.  Between  230 
and  284  deg.  it  is  as  liquid  as  a 
clear  varnish,  and  of  the  color  of 
amber ;  at  about  320  deg.  it  be- 
gins to  thicken,  and  acquire  a  red 
color  ;  on  increasing  the  heat,  it 
becomes  so  thick  that  it  will  not 
pour.  This  effect  is  most  mark- 
ed between  428  and  572  deg.:  the 
color  being  then  a  red  brown. 
From  572  to  the  boiling  point  it 
becomes  thinner,  but  never  so  flu- 
id as  at  248  deg.  The  deep  red- 
brown  color  continues  until  it 
boils. 

When  the  most  fluid  sulphur  is 
suddenly  cooled,  it  becomes  brit- 
tle, but  the  thickened  sulphur, 
similarly  treated,  remains  soft, 
and  more  soft  as  the  temperature 
has  been  higher.  Thus  at  230 
deg.,  the  sulphur  was  very  liquid, 
and  yellow  ;  and  cooled  suddenly 
by  immersion  in  water,  it  became 
yellow,  and  very  friable  ;  at  374 
deg.  it  was  thick,  and  of  an  or- 
ange color,  but  by  cooling,  be- 
came at  first  soft  and  transparent, 
but  soon  friable,  and  of  the  ordi- 
nary appearance  ;  at  428  deg.,  it 
was  red  and  viscid,  and  when 
cooled,  soft,  transparent,  and  of 
an  amber  color  ;  at  the  boiling 
point  it  w^as  a  deep  brown-red 
color,  and  when  cooled,  very  soft, 
transparent,  and  of  a  red-brown 
color. 

It  is  not  necessary,  as  is  some- 
times stated,  to  heat  the  sulphur 


a  long  time  to  produce  this  efl*ect; 
all  depends  upon  temperature. 
The  only  precaution  necessary  is, 
to  have  abundance  of  water,  and 
to  divide  the  sulphur  into  small 
drops  or  portions,  that  the  cooling 
may  be  rapid.  If  it  be  poured  in 
a  mass,  the  interior  cools  slowly, 
and  acquires  the  ordinary  hard 
state.  When  the  experiment  is 
well  made  at  446  deg.,  the  sul- 
phur may  be  drawn  into  threads 
as  fine  as  a  hair,  and  many  feet  in 
length. 

JSI.  Dumas,  in  remarking  upon 
this  curious  effect  of  sudden  cool- 
ing, classes  it  with  the  similar 
effect  which  occurs  with  bronze. 
Although  difficult  to  assign  the 
exact  cause,  yet  he  notices  that 
the  tendency  to  crystallize  can 
evidently  be  traced  as  influential 
over  some  of  the  appearances, 
the  hardness  and  opacity,  for  in- 
stance, which  always  occur  toge- 
ther, when  the  crystalline  state 
is  assumed  ;  whereas,  when  rapid 
cooling  has  hindered  crystalliza- 
tion, the  mass  remains  soft  and 
transparent,  until  it  crystallizes, 
which  usually  happens  in  twenty 
or  thirty  hours. — rlnn.  de  Chimie. 

Separation  of  Bismuth  from  JVlcr- 
cury. 

M.  Serullas  has  pointed  out  a 
striking  instance  of  the  separation 
of  bismuth  from  mercury.  He 
says  a  twelve  hundred  thousandth, 
and  even  less  of  bismuth,  when 
dissolved  in  mercury,  may  be  se- 
parated and  rendered  visible  by 
the  addition  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  the  amalgam  of  potassium  and 
a  little  water.  A  black  powder 
is  observed  to  rise  from  the  sub- 
staiice  of  the  metal,  and  is  a  mix- 
ture of  bismuth  and  mercury  in  a 
very  divided  state  ;  it  rises  to  the 
surface  or  adheres  to  the  vessel. j 
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Copper,  lead,  tin  and  silver, 
are  equally  separated,  but  not  so 
promptly,  or  so  evidently  to  the 
eye,  as  bismuth  ;  for  they  are  not 
associated  with  divided  mercury, 
at  the  time  of  their  separation, 
like  the  latter.  With  bismuth, 
a  mere  atom  is  rendered  visible, 
and  M.  Serullas  thinks  that  che- 
mistry does  not  present  a  more 
delicate  test  than  the  amalgam 
of  potassium  for  bismuth  in  mer- 
cury.— tRnn.  de  Ckimie. 

On  a  J^ew  ,,icid  existing  in  Iceland 

Moss. 

The  reddish  purple  color  which 
is  produced  by  adding  a  decoction 
of  Iceland  moss  to  per-salts  of 
iron,  has  been  attributed  to  the 
presence  of  gallic  acid,  but  is 
found  by  M.  Pfaff  to  be  occasioned 
by  a  new  acid  body,  which  may 
be  separated  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  A  pound  of  the  lichen  cut 
small  is  to  be  macerated  in  solu- 
tion of  carbonate  of  potass,  until 
all  that  is  soluble  is  separated  ; 
the  above  quantity  will  neutralize 
two  gros  (about  120  grs.)  of  the 
carbonate.  The  filtered  liquor  is 
to  be  precipitated  by  acetate  of 
lead,  and  the  brown  precipitate 
produced,  when  well  washed,  is 
to  be  diffused  through  water,  and 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  passed 
through  it  until  all  the  lead  is  se- 
parated. 'The  filtered  liquor  is 
acid,  and  by  spontaneous  evapora- 
tion, yields  dentritic  crystals.  The 
crystals,  when  heated,  carbonize, 
but  produce  no  odor  like  that  of 
tartaric  acid,  and  lime  is  left.  If 
they  be  dissolved,  and  acted  upon 
by  alkaline  carbonates,  carbonate 
of  lime  is  thrown  down,  and  alka- 
line salts,  containing  the  new  ac- 
id, are  produced. 

The  potash  salt  crystallizes  in 
quadrilateral   prisms,  needles  or 


plates,  and  is  not  deliquescent. 
The  soda  salt  has  similar  charac- 
ters, and  the  ammonia  salt  crys- 
tallizes in  needles.  These  salts 
abundantly  precipitate  the  ace- 
tate and  muriate  of  iron,  of  a  red- 
brown  color  ;  they  precipitate  sul- 
phate and  nitrate  of  zinc  white  ; 
muriate  of  manganese  slightly  of 
a  clear  brown  color  ;  barytic  and 
strontian  salts  abundantly  white  ; 
being  mixed  with  strong  solutions 
of  muriate  or  acetate  of  lime, 
they  gradually  produce  an  acidu- 
lar  crystalline  white  precipitate  ; 
acetate  of  silver  yields  an  abun- 
dant white  precipitate,  which  does 
not  change  color  in  less  than  twen- 
ty-four hours ;  they  do  not  precipi- 
tate salts  of  glucina,  magnesia, 
alumine,  uranium,  nickel,  copper, 
cobalt,  gold,  or  platina.  This 
substance  has  been  named  the  li- 
chenic  acid,  and  is  distinguished 
from  boletic  acid  by  the  different 
character  of  its  vapor,  and  by 
forming  an  insoluble  salt  with  ba- 
ryta.— Bull.  Univ. 


V. 

HOSPITAL      REPORT. 

Bruised  Hand. 

March  15tb. — John  Bullock,  sea- 
man, North-port,  aged  38.  Accident 
happened  on  board  vessel,  an  hour 
before  he  was  brought  into  the  Hos- 
pital. In  reaching  out  his  hand  to 
put  on  a  fender  to  prevent  the  ves- 
sel which  had  just  arrived  at  the 
wharf,  from  striking  it,  his  hand  was 
cauglit  between  the  vessel  and  the 
post  of  the  wharf;  the  full  force  of 
the  vessel  being  thus  impelled  against 
his  hand.  The  |)alm  of  the  hand 
was  very  much  injured,  the  integu- 
ments torn  up  so  as  to  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  flap.  A  piece  of  the 
thumb  bone  was  broken  at  the  joint, 
and  came  out  through  the  flesh  ;  the 
thumb  being  left  supported   only  by 
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the  integuments,  and  hanging  loose. 
The  whole  hand  was  dreadfully  man- 
gled ;  pain  very  violent.  After  the 
injury  he  had  a  very  large  quantity 
of  brandy  given  him  by  his  friends  ; 
was  of  strong  constitution,  stout  and 
muscular;  habits  temperate.  Pulse 
not  accelerated. 
I6th. 

R.  Hyd.  submur. 

Pulv.  jalap,  aa  gr.  xv.  sumat  statim. 

Venesectio  ad  3  vj.  Appl.  foment, 
papaver.  quarta  quaq.  hora.  Post 
alvi  solut.  si  dolor  perman. 

R.  Pulv.  opii,  gr.  iv.  ft.  pil. 

Diaet.  liquid. 

I7th.  Appl.  catapl.  communis 
quart,  quaq.  hora. 

18th.  Omitt.  catapl.  et  appl.  ca- 
tapl. farin.  lini  quarta  quaq.  hora. 

19th. 

R.  lufus.  senn.  comp.   Ju-    quarta  quaq. 
hora. 

Omitt.  catapl.  lini  et  appl.  catapl. 
panis. 

20th,  Mortification  taking  place. 
Wound  so  offensive  as  to  render  it 
necessary  to  remove  him  to  a  sepa- 
rate ward  ;  and  to  use  the  fumigation 
of  chlorine. 

Appl.  vuln.  pulv.  carb.  Catapl. 
cerivisiae  tertia  quaq.  hora.  Cap. 
vespere  opii,  gr.  iv.  ad  sextam  et 
octavara  horam.  To  be  allowed  a 
pint  of  porter  in  a  day. 

21st.  Took  two  pills  in  the  night. 
Poultice  produced  so  great  pain  it 
was  omitted,  and  a  common  poultice 
substituted.      Bowels  costive. 

R.  Tr.  rhei, 

Aq.  pur.  aa  3  '•  M- 

Repet.  quart,  quaq.  hora,  usq.  ad 
alvi  solution!.  Cap.  pil.  op.  vespere, 
ut  heri.  Appl.  pulv.  carb.  ut  antea. 
Benefoveat.manus  cum  infus.  tanacet. 
et  absinth,  ter  in  die.      Cont,  cetera. 

22d.  In  the  afternoon  violent 
pain  in  the  hand  and  much  bleeding. 
After  which  he  became  more  easy. 

Bene  lavet.  manus  aq.  et  sapon. 
Teget.  pars  denud.  cum  linteolo,  su- 
pra hoc,  appl.  catapl.  cerivisia;. 


R.   Inf.  cinrli.   3  vij. 
Tr.  ejusd.   3  i.     M. 


Cap.  3  ••  quater  in  die.  Sumat  pil. 
op.  gr.  iij.  ut  antea,  si  dolor  redeat. 

23d.  Hand  looks  much  better  ; 
the  yeast  poultice  gave  him  less  pain 
than  formerly,  and  was  continued. 

25th.  Thumb  removed  by  cut- 
ting the  integuments  by  which  "it 
hung.  It  was  found  to  have  been 
kept  alive,  and  nourished  by  the  col- 
lateral vessels  from  the  forefinger 
and  root  of  the  thumb. 

R.  Tr.  rhei, 

Aquse,  aa   3  '•     ^• 

26th.  Hand  much  less  offensive. 
Took  four  doses  of  the  rhubarb 
without  effect. 

R.  Sol.  magnes.  sulph.  3  '^'' 

Impon.  manus  in  aquae  tepid,  mane 
et  vespere. 

27th.  Medicine  operated  well. 
Hand  less  painful.  Night  comfort- 
able. 

Appl.  cerat.  simpl.  quarta  quaq. 
hora.     Bene  lavet.  vuln. 

28th. 

Sumat    Tr.  rhei, 

Aq.  aa  3  i.  M.  Statim. 

Omitt.  catapl. 

29th.  Medicine  operated  well. 
Appears  to  be  much  easier  than  for- 
merly.    Hand  not  offensive. 

Foment,  cum  tanacet.  et  absinth, 
bis  in  die.     Remov.  empl.  ter  in  die. 

31st.  A  large  piece  of  loose  skin 
was  removed  from  the  hand  on  the 
29th.  Hand  has  a  more  healthy  ap 
pearance. 

Sumat  Tr.  rhei. 

Aquae,  aa  3  'j*     ^^' 

After  this  the  wound  healed  rapid- 
ly under  a  dressing  of  resinous  ce- 
rate, and  bathing  twice  a  day  with 
soap  and  water. 

The  fingers  are  slightly  movable. 
The  forefinger,  which  at  first  it  was 
thought  impossible  to  save,  is  likely 
to  prove  useful  to  the  patient  in  the 
absence  of  the  thumb. 
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By  good  management  and  the 
great  advantages  of  the  Hospital,  this 
patient''s  hand  was  saved.  With  the 
common  disadvantages  of  persons  in 
his  situation,  he  would  have  lost  his 
hand.  If  he  had  been  an  intemper- 
ate man  he  would  have  lost  his  life. 


Fungus  Hccmatudes  of  the  Antrum. 

April.  1,  An  interesting  case  pre- 
sented itself  at  the  Hospital  this  day. 
The  patient,  a  married  woman  of 
34,  living  at  Maiden,  applied  to  Dr. 
Buck,  of  that  town,  about  ten  days 
since  ;  who,  finding  the  case  a  bad 
one,  recommended  her  to  come  to 
the  Hospital  for  advice.  Dr.  War- 
ren, on  examining  her,  found  an  ob- 
struction of  the  left  nostril,  which 
was  produced  by  a  tumor  evidently 
of  a  red  color,  occupying  the  middle 
part  of  the  middle  meatus,  or  passage 
of  the  nostril.  From  this  tumor 
blood  issued  sometimes,  and  also  a 
constant  discharge  of  very  offensive 
matter.  She  has  sometimes  severe 
pains  in  the  cheek  bone,  left  ear  and 
left  eye.  The  vision  of  the  left  eye 
is  slightly  affected,  and  the  function 
of  the  left  ear  very  much  impaired. 
Above  the  two  incisor  teeth  of  the 
left  side  are  two  apertures  in  the 
bone,  through  which  matter  is  dis- 
charged. The  teeth  of  the  upper 
jaw  on  the  left  side  are  all  of  them 
in  a  decaying  state,  and  tiie  front 
teeth  broken,  from  weakness.  The 
patient  suffers  great  distress  at  pe- 
riods. 

About  twenty  years  ago  she  had  a 
lung  fever,  wiiich  injured  her  consti- 
tution ;  and  the  teeth  of  the  upper 
jaw,  on  the  left  side  especially,  have 
been  bad  ever  since.  About  a  year 
ago  she  began  to  feel  an  uneasiness 
in  that  part  of  the  face,  and  some 
months  since  the  bone  above  the 
front  teeth  ulcerated.  It  is  ^  few 
weeks  only  since  her  attention  was 
distinctly  called  to  the  left  nostril. 

The  board  of  Consulting  Physi- 
cians having  a  meeting  at  the  Hospi- 
tal, Dr.  Warren  took  the  opportunity 


of  presenting  to  them  this  case  for 
their  examination  and  opinion.  Pre- 
sent, Drs.  Welsh,  Spooner,  Dixwell, 
Thompson  and  Walker  ;  also  the  at- 
tending physician  of  the  Hospital, 
Dr.  Jackson ;  and  Dr.  Buck,  who 
had  been  first  consulted  by  the  pa- 
tient. 

The  board  united  in  opinion  that 
the  disease  was  a  malignant  fungus 
springing  from  the  antrum  maxilare, 
whence  it  had  made  its  way  into  the 
left  nostril ;  that  it  probably  had  its 
origin  in  the  defective  teeth,  or  some 
one  of  them  ;  and  that  it  would  ter- 
minate fatally  in  a  lingering  and  most 
painful  deatii.  In  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  attempting  any  thing  to  save 
the  patient,  there  was  some  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  On  the  one  side, 
it  was  said  that  all  operations  for  the 
relief  of  this  disease  had  been  hither- 
to unsuccessful  ;  that  the  patient 
would  be  exposed  to  the  additional 
sufiering  of  a  severe  operation,  with- 
out any  prospect  of  its  succeeding  ; 
and  that  thus  the  result  would  be 
discreditable  to  the  Hospital  and  to 
the  operator.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
was  urged,  that  if  no  operations  were 
attempted  but  those  which  had  be- 
fore succeeded,  no  improvements 
would  be  made  in  surgery  ;  that  the 
cases  in  which  the  operation  had 
failed  were,  so  far  as  the  experience 
of  the  surgeons  present  extended,  or 
so  far  as  they  had  read,  such  as  had 
been  allowed  to  reach  a  more  ad- 
vanced stage  than  this  ;  that  the  dis- 
ease in  this  case  being  at  present  of 
an  extent  comparatively  small,  and 
having  its  probable  origin  in  one  of 
the  roots  of  the  molar  teeth,  might 
possibly  be  eradicated  by  removing 
the  bone  from  which  it  sprung  ;  that 
the  antrum  could  be  opened  from  the 
face,  and  then  the  maxillary  bone 
under  the  antrum  cut  away  to  such 
extent  as  the  seat  of  the  disease 
might  require  ;  that  the  arteries  in- 
volved in  this  operation  were  not 
large,  and  might  be  secured  without 
dilliculty,  or  if  it  was  necessary  to 
involve  large    arteries,    the    carotid 
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artery  might  be  secured  ;  that  the 
nerves  implicated  were  indeed  nu- 
merous, but  their  division  or  destruc- 
tion would  not  be  productive  of  se- 
rious coDsequences  ;  and  finally,  that 
the  patient  would  thus  have  some 
chance  of  life,  which  would  other- 
wise be  destroyed  by  one  of  the  most 
protracted,  disgusting  and  distressing 
of  diseases. 

Influenced  by  these  considera- 
tions, the  board  agreed  that  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  and  the  practicabi- 
lity of  an  operation  with  the  uncer- 
tainty of  its  result,  should  be  made 
known  to  the  patient;  and  that  if  on 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  difficulties, 
she  should  determine  to  undergo  an 
operation,  it  would  then  be  expedient 
to  attempt  and  execute  it  in  the  best 
possible  manner.  Her  family  physi- 
cian was  then  requested  to  undertake 
the  task  of  instructing  her. 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  MAY  20,  1828. 

THE    AMERICAN    MEDICAL    BIO- 
GRAPHY. 

The  American  Medical  Biogra- 
phy, by  Dr.  Thacher,  which  has  been 
sonie  time  expected,  is  now  publish- 
ed. It  is  a  work  of  much  interest, 
as  a  history  of  medicine  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  as  it  points  out  the  steps  by 
which  distinguished  men  have  risen 
in  medical  practice  and  reputation. 
To  young  physicians  especially  this 
work  will  afl'ord  abundance  of  useful 
instruction.  The  study  of  biography 
is  one  of  the  best  modes  of  improv- 
ing the  character  of  men.  It  teaches 
us  by  lively  and  impressive  pictures 
what  we  should  imitate  and  what  we 
should  avoid  ;  and  by  showing  the 
improvement  which  others  have 
made,  it  generates  a  salutary  ambi- 
tion to  effect  something  for  the  good 
of   the  human  race  ;   and  something 


which  may  leave  such  traces  of  our 
labors  as  death  will  not  efface. 

This  work  will  in  some  measure 
correct  the  popular  notion  that  phy- 
sicians are  generally  sceptical  in 
opinion  and  relaxed  in  morals  ;  for  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  most  successful  and  emi- 
nent physicians  in  this  country  have 
been  distinguished  for  their  moral 
and  religious  character. 


Dr.  Robbins'  Remarks  on  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  "  Medical  Society  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,"  and  on 
the  paper  of  Dr.  Hay  ward,  are  re- 
ceived, and  will  appear  in  the  next 
number. 


WEEKLY    KEPORT  OP     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  May  9,  at  noon. 

May  2.  Sarah  Dix,  36  yrs. 

3.  William  M.  S.  Doyle,  59 
Joanna  Fovell,  58 

4.  Ann  Maria  Coburn,  7  mo. 
Sarah  Bianchard,  53  yrs. 
Maria  A.  Stone,  6  mo. 

5.  Elizabeth  A.  S.  Floyd,  14 
Mary  Bradford,  74  yrs. 
James  L.  Gowdy,  18  mo. 

6.  Benjamin  H.  Luckis,  4  yrs. 
Francis  Fox,  16 
Nathan  L.  Brown,  5  mo. 
Isabella  Farrell,  27  yrs. 
Thomas  K.  Williams,  35 
Mary  Batts,  33 
Riifus  G.  Franum,  5  mo. 

7.  Mehitable  Gomer,  32  yrs. 
John  Brazer,  75 
Frederick  N.  Hard,  46 
Thomas  Bumstead,  88 

8.  Ellis  Gray,  51 
John  Gary,  50 
Helen  Maria  Emerson,  6  wks. 
Edward  McConway,  9  mo. 
John  Jenkins,  SO  yrs. 

9.  John  Skelton,  53 
Col.  Benjamin  Hayden,  68 
William  B.  Henry,  44 

Accidental,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — consumption, 
5 — croup,  1 — diopsy  in  the  head, 2 — dropsy  in 
the  chest,  1 — hooping  cou^h,  1 — inflammatory 
fever,  1 — lung  fever,  7 — old  age,  2 — suicide,! 
— venereal  delirium,  1 — unknown,  4.  Males, 
17— females  11.     Stillborn,  1.     Total,  28. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 

THIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
ilc.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following;  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
W'istar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

''■  Thou  shall  lie  down 
Withpatriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kings, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good. 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past, 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  vols — Price  $  5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Win- 
ter St. 
HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  amongf  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  1'inct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  &;c.  &c. 

C.  W.  returns  bis  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

NOTICE. 

SUBSCRIBERS  who  are  still  indebted 
for  the    Boston  Medical  Intelligencer., 
are  requested  fo  pay  their  bills,  as  recent- 


ly presented,  either  at  th'is  office  or  to  one 
of  the  following  agents. — Barnel  Peters, 
Portland,  Me. ;  Charles  Coffin,  Postmas- 
ter, Buxton,  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Francis, 
New-York,  N.  Y. ;  Tho.  O.  H.  Crested, 
Postmaster,  Catskill,  N.  Y.  ;  JR.  H.  Small, 
or  John  Mortimer.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Gi- 
deon B.  Smith,  Patriot  office,  Baltimore, 
Md.  ;  Lemuel  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga. ; 
Drake  &  Conclin,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 
14th  day  of  next  month  the  price  of  the 
5th  volume,  as  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $2,62  1-2. 

NATHAN  JARVIS 

HAS  purchased  the  stock  of  Drugs 
and  Medicines,  and  taken  the  store 
lately  kept  by  Mr.  Henry  White,  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  No.  188,  Washington 
Street,  and  he  hopes  by  constant  personal 
attention  at  all  hours  to  receive  the  pat- 
ronage which  has  formerly  been  given  to 
this  establishment.  6t. 

^pril  8. 

WEBSTER'S  CHEMISTRY. 

RICHARDSON  &  LORD  have  in  th. 
press  a  second  edition  of  Webster's 
Manual  of  Chemistry,  with  additions  and 
improvements. 

Also— Chemical  Manipulation,  being 
instructions  to  students  in  Chemistry  on 
the  methods  of  performing  experiments,  of 
demonstration  or  of  research,  with  accu- 
racy and  success.  By  Michael  Fara- 
day, F.R.S.  &c..  Director  of  the  Labora- 
tory of  the  Royal  Institution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, &ZC.  kc.  With  additions  by  John 
W.  Webster,  M.D.  Erving  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Harvard  University. 

The  following  character  of  the  latter 
work  is  from  the  Philosophical  Magazine 
and  Annals  of  Philosophy  for  July.  ''After 
a  very  careful  perusal  of  the  work,  we 
strenuously  recommend  it,  as  containing 
the  most  complete  and  excellent  instruc- 
tions for  conducting  chemical  experi- 
ments. There  are  few  persons,  however 
great  their  experience,  who  may  not  gain 
information  in  many  important  particu 
lars  ;  and  for  ourselves,  we  beg  most  un- 
equivocally to  acknowledge  that  we  have 
acquired  many  useful  and  important  hints, 
on  subjects  even  of  every  day  occur- 
rence." 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
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I. 

Remarks  on  the  Proceedings  of 
the  JSIedical  Society  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  on  the  subject 
of  Vaccination  ;  and  also  on  the 
Paper  of  Dr.  Hayxoard  in  the 
Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 
on  the  same  subject. 

By  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D. 

In  a  late  No.  of  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal,  I  took 
the  liberty  to  suggest  whether  the 
varioloid  disease  may  not  be  pre- 
vented by  re-vaccination.  This 
suggestion  was  founded  on  the  be- 
lief that  in  some  persons  the  pre- 
disposition to  smallpox  exists  in  so 
high  a  degree,  as  to  be  but  par- 
tially subdued  by  a  single  vacci- 
nation ;  and  that  such  persons,  if 
exposed  under  favorable  circum- 
stances to  the  variolous  contagion, 
are,  probably,  the  most  frequent 
subjects  of  the  varioloid  disease. 

The  correctness  of  these  views 
I  left  to  be  tested   by  future  oh- 
servation;  and  every  liberal  mind- 
ed friend  to  health,   and  the  sci- 
15 


ence  which  aims  at  its  preserva- 
tion, must  feel  unqualified  displea- 
sure at  the  illiberal  and  unbecom- 
ing manner  in  which  the  Medical 
Society  at  Washington  has  at- 
tempted to  arrest  this  important 
investigation.*      The  spirit    and 

*  At  a  meetings  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  held  on  Mon- 
day the  7th  of  April,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  report  on  the  value  of  vaccina- 
tioti,  and  the  necessity  for  re-vctccinalion  ; 
and. 

At  a  numerously  attended  adjourned 
meeting,  held  April  10th,  at  the  Medical 
College,  to  receive  the  report  of  that  com- 
mittee, the  following  proceedings,  being 
unanimously  adopted,  were  ordered  to  be 
published. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  subjects 
of  Vaccination  and  Re-vaccination  were 
referred,  submit  the  following  Report: 

They  rej'ret  that  it  has  become  neces- 
sary  for  the  Society  to  notice  the  subject 
of  Vaccination  and  Smallpox.  It  might 
have  been  expected  that  llie  accumulated 
experience  of  thirty  years,  had  so  enlight- 
ened the  medical  profession,  and  even 
popular  sentiment,  as  to  render  it  the 
duty  of  physicians  to  go  stnight  forward 
in  the  well  known  path  of  Vaccination. 

It  has  been  the  usage  of  Medical  Insti- 
tutions, from  the  introduction  of  Vaccina- 
tion to  the  pr<^sent  time,  to  endpavor   to 


226 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


haste  ^vith  which  their  late  report 
was  framed,  are  totally  hostile  to 
the  attainment  of  truth  ;  and  llieir 
opinions,  although  not  supported 
hy  a  single  fact,  are  expressed 
uilh  a  boldness  of  decision  which 
is  never  a  companion  of  know- 
ledge. They  have,  in  fact,  voted 
down  re-vaccination,  with  as  much 
reason  as  a  learned  society  in 
France  once  voted  the  yellow  fe- 
ver contagious  ; — in  one  case,  as 
in  the  other,  time  and  observation 
will  expose  the  folly  and  correct 
the  error. 

But  it  is  not   only   the  spirit  of 
this  report  which  is  objectionable. 

ensure  to  the  Cowpock  a  just  estimation, 
by  giving;  uniltd  opinion, founded  on  testi- 
mony, derived  from  the  viost  authentic  re- 
cords. 

The  expression  of  such  sentiment  is 
particularly  called  for,  when  the  presence 
of  smallpox  indicates  existing;  danger.  It 
is  demanded  at  this  time,  when  the  public 
mind  is  agitated  by  the  introduction  of 
doctrines,  which  your  committee  believe 
to  be  unsupported  either  by  experience, 
authority  or  reason. 

The  positions  are,  that  vaccine  virus 
has  deteriorated  ;  that  repeated  re-vacci- 
ration  is  necessary  to  secure  safety  from 
smallpox ;  and,  that  no  one  is  safe  ou 
having  once  gone  through  cowpock. 

To  these  positions  your  committee  have 
given  great  attention.  The  records  of 
medicine  have  been  sought  out ;  the  most 
enlarged  experience  of  the  ablest  authori- 
ties has  been  referred  to ;  and  lastl;y,  your 
committee  have  reviewed  their  own  ex- 
perience, neither  short  nor  limited,  and 
they  cuticladc:, the  poiiliuns  are  groundless. 

If  these  doctrines  he  unfounded,  their 
publication  should  have  been  withhold  ; 
if  questionable,  the  general  sense  oi  the 
faculty  should  have  been  taken,  because, 
ii  true,  they  are  calculated  to  diminish,  in 
a  great  degree,  public  confidence  in  vac- 
cination. 

The  recommendation  cf general  re-vac- 
cination has  been  justified  as  an  error 
inclining  to  safety.  If  it  be  an  error,  Cow- 
pock deprecates  such  support.  It  is  posi- 
tively injurious,  as  causing  needless  suf- 
fering, cases  of  which  now  exist  in  this 
city  ;  it  has  caused  an  unpleasant  division 
of  medical  opinion,  thereby  weakening 
the  force  of  that  opinion  ;  it  is  unntcessa- 


What  would  have  been  thought  of 
the  MedicalSociety  of  London, 
if,  when  vaccination  was  first 
proposed,  they  had  appointed  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject, and,  three  short  days  after- 
wards, had  accepted  the  report 
of  that  committee,  declaring  the 
proposal  groundless,  because,  af- 
ter "  searching  out  the  records  of 
medicine,"  and  examining  the  re- 
corded -'  opinions  of  the  eminent'^ 
in  the  profession,  they  could  tind 
no  sanction  for  it  !  Yet  this  is 
the  course  now  pursued  by  the 
Washington  Society,  and  this  is, 
as  far  as  I  can  discover,  precisely     , 

ry,  because,  as  to  proper  re-vaccination,      ; 
every  thing  has  been  published,  and  is 
familiar,  which  fidelity,   intelligence,  vi- 
gilance and  experience,  could  suggest. 

'1  he  Committee  therefore  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society, 
vaccination  can  be  relied  on  to  rescue 
mankind  from  the  fatal  efl'ects  of  small- 
pox or  varioloid,  to  an  extent  equal,  if 
not  greater,  than  the  inoculated  or  natu- 
ral smallpox. 

2.  That  general  re-vaccination  is  not 
sanctioned  b}'  the  medical  opinion  of  the 
eminent  of  Europe  or  America  ;  that  no 
experience  favorable  to  it  is  known  to  ex- 
ist ;  and  that  the  reason  of  the  case  is 
against  it. 

3.  Ihat  experiments,  made  on  the 
largest  scale,   prove   that   ciknerAL  KE- 

VACCINATION  IS  UNNECESSARY. 

4.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tfiis  Society, 
there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  vac- 
cine virus  has  deteriorated,  nor  that  con- 
fidence in  its  preventive  power  should  be 
impaired. 

5.  That  this  Society  approve  the  disin- 
terested and  dignified  attitude  taken  by 
those  of  the  profession  who  have  opposed 
general  re-vaccination. 

BEiNJ.  S.  BOHRER, 
RD.  RANDALL, 
THOS.  HENDERSON, 
TIIOS.  O.  SCO'lT. 
Resolved,  That  the  above  proceedings, 
being  unanimously  adopted,  be  signed  by 
the  President  and  Secretary,  and  be  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  of  this  city  and 
Georgetown. 

CHAS.  WORTHINGTON,  Pret. 
Thos.  HswDEBSOff,  Sec''y. 
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the  ground  taken  by  them.  It  is 
jjioposed  to  adopt  a  very  simple 
practice,  in  order,  if  possible,  to 
prevent  a  painful  epidemic  ;  and 
this  suggestion  is  instantly  reject- 
ed, because  it  has  not  been  made 
before. 

It  is  also  asserted  (for  every 
thing  in  the  report  is  asserted,  not 
proved,)  that  this  proposal  is  cal- 
culated to  excite  moral  suffering 
in  the  community,  and  diminish 
confidence  in  vaccination.  This 
will  be  considered  presently. 

Lastly,  it  is  asserted  that  "the 
reason  of  the  case  is  against  it." 
Here  also,  I  apprehend  the  gen- 
tlemen are  in  error  ;  that  mind 
must  be  perverted  indeed,  which 
cannot  see  that  ihe  practice 
recommended,  whatever  other 
charge  may  be  brought  against  it, 
is  not  amenable  to  the  charge  of 
unreasonableness. — The  varioloid 
is  known  sometimes  to  occur  in 
the  vaccinated  ;  cowpock  is  known 
to  take,  in  some  persons,  a  second 
time.*  If  then,  after  vaccination, 
a  certain  degree  of  variolous  pre- 
disposition remains  unsubdued  in 
some  persons  who  naturally  pos- 
sessed it  in  a  high  degree,  is  it 
not  reasonable  to  suppose,  that,  by 
repeating  vaccination,  this  re- 
maining predisposition  will  be  ex- 
hausted, and  the  individual  more 
thoroughly  protected  .''  Dr.  Jen- 
ner  believed  that  by  irregular  ve- 
sicles, the  variolous  susceptibility 
is  but  partially  exhausted  in  some, 
and  wholly  in  others,  according  to 
the  degree  of  susceptibility  natu- 
rally inherent  in  the  constitution. 
The  law  is,  that  a  certain  degree 
of  vaccine  influence  is  capable  of 
destroying  a  certain  degree  of 
variolous  predisposition.     If  then, 

*  The  correctness  of  these  statements 
will  be  shown  iu  the  sequei. 


(as  I  propose  to  show,)  some  pos- 
sess it  in  so  high  a  degree  that 
the  most  regular  vaccination  does 
not  entirely  exhaust  it,  is  it  not  a 
reasonable  inference,  that  by  in- 
troducing more  of  this  influence, 
the  remaining  predisposition  may 
be  destroyed  ?  If  the  gentlemen 
cannot  see  the  reasonableness  of 
these  views,  it  is  useless  to  rea- 
son with  them. 

But  even  were  "  the  reason  of 
the  case  against  it"  ;  this  objec- 
tion, like  that  of  "  authority"  and 
"  experience,"  would  have  ap- 
plied with  infinitely  more  force 
to  the  original  proposition  of  Dr. 
Jenner  : — who,  without  trial, 
could,  by  the  most  vigorous  exer- 
cise of  his  understanding,  have 
reasoned  himself  into  the  belief 
that  the  simple  process  of  vacci- 
nation could  protect  a  man  from 
so  malignant  a  disease  as  the  ge- 
nuine smallpox  ! 

Again,  had  the  Washington  So- 
ciety allowed  themselves  a  longer 
time  than  three  days  to  investi- 
gate and  decide,  not  only  this  ques- 
tion, but  another  also  on  which 
the  most  learned  of  the  profession 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe  are 
about  equally  divided,  I  am  con- 
fident they  would  not  have  de- 
clared that  no  experience  favora- 
ble to  re-vaccination  is  known  to 
exist.  The  fact  is,  much  of  such 
experience,  and  still  more  (as  I 
shall  show)  in  favor  of  the  grounds 
on  which  it  rests,  does  exist,  and 
is  now  before  the  reading  and  ob- 
serving part  of  the  profession. 
The  declaration,  therefore,  by 
the  committee,  that  this  experi- 
ence had  not  come  to  their  know- 
ledge, is  no  reason  why  the  prac- 
tice is  not  good,  although  it  is  a 
reason  why  their  opinion  of  it  is 
of  little  value.  Had  their  re- 
searches been   continued  longer, 
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and   conducted   with   more    cool-  2d.   That  the  positions  on  which 

ness,  I  doubt  not  their  conclusions  they  are  founded,    (namely,   that 

would  have  been  different.  vaccination    will,    in   some    per- 

In  considering  a  proposal  which  sons,  take  a  second  time,  and  the 

has  an   important   practical   good  varioloid  occurs,  in  some  persons, 

for  its  object,  truth  should   be  our  after  regular  vaccination,)  are  not 

only  aim.       Facts   as   they  occur  sanctioned  by  his  experience, 

should    be  regarded  deliberately,  3d.   That   the   usual   and   most 

and  not  passionately  or  hastily  ;   a  proj)er  manner  of  accounting  for 

document  therefore  which  begins  the  prevalence  of  varioloid,  is  by 

with  language  of  excitement,  and  supposing  vaccination  defective  in 

concludes    with    a    resolution  to  those  attacked. 
"  approve   the  disinterested   and 

dignilied  attitude  taken  by  those  of  1.   In  the  first,  place,   the   sug- 

the  profession  who  have   opposed  gestion  that  the  varioloid  may  be 

general  re-vaccination,"  bears  too  prevented  byre-vaccination,  ap- 

strongly   the   marks   of  sectarian  pears  to  me  calculated  to  produce 

zeal,  to  be   relied   on   as   either  an  effect  directly  opposite  to  that 

candid  or  conclusive.    With  cases  apprehended    by    Dr.    Hayvvard. 

of  varioloid   at  their   own  doors.  The  truth  is,  the  public  mind  has 

the  committee  discourage  any  at-  already  been   in  a    measure   dis- 

tempt  to  check  the  piogress   of  turbed    by    the  occurrence   of  a 

the  disease,  by  declaring  it  "  the  modified  form  of  smallpox  in  some 

duty  of  physicianstogostraight  for-  who   have   been  vaccinated,  and 

ward  in   the  well-known   path  of  the  increasing  prevalence  of  this 

vaccination"  ;   a   path  which  has  varioloid  disease    of  late   years, 

led  to  a  state  of  things  demanding  /los  already   excited   some   doubt 

imperiously   of  the    profession    a  in    the    mass    of  the    community 

remedy,  and  which  is  weakening  respecting  the  power  of  the  great 

every  day  the  public  sense  of  the  prophylactic.     A  large  number  of 

great  blessing  we  enjoy  in  vaccine  interesting  and   instructive    facts 

inoculation.  have  come  to  light,  and    if  they 

,„,                ,            ,.              .  .  have  resulted  in   the  belief,  that, 

The  correctness  of  some  state-  ^y  repeating  vaccination,  the 
ments  which  I  have  made,  will  j^^,^,^^  ^^  everyone  may  be  re- 
be  illustrated  whilst  examimng  moved,  and  the  danger  of  being 
the  recent  remarks  of  my  friend  gj^^.t^^,  ^y  the  variolous  conta- 
Dr.  Geo.  Hayvvard,  of  this  city.  -^^^  ^^j^^^.  averted,  this  result  is 
As  the  ground  ofh.s  protest  against  ,no.t  assuredly  calculated  to  af- 
my  views.  Dr.  H.  has  given  cer-  ^^^j  ^  satisfaction,  and  an 
tain  facts,  which  requne  further  agreeable  sense  of  security,  and 
exp  anation.  These  will  be  par-  ^^  ^^^j^..^  ^,^^,  j^ereasethe  public 
ticularly  noticed  in  considering  the  confidence  in  vaccine  inoculation, 
objections  founded  on  them,  which  .pi^j^  j^  „^j  ,  reasonable,  but 
are,  as  I  understand  them,  as  ^.^^  ^een  found  to  be  practically 
^^"^^'^-  true.      AVhenever   the    smallpox 

1st.  That  these  views  are  cal-  has    been    introduced    into    this 

culated    to   unsettle   the   public  place,  some  degree  of  alarm  has 

mind,  and  lessen  confidence  in  the  been    excited,    even   among  the 

preventive  power  of  vaccinatioQ.  vaccinated  ;  groundless  indeed  ia 
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a  large  majority  of  cases,  but  still 
sutricienli)'  great  to  induce  riiany 
to  ask  to  have  vacciuation  tried 
on  them  again.  Since  the  vario- 
loid has  been  generally  known  to 
exist,  ibis  solicitation  has  been 
more  frequent  ;  and  whether  it 
has  arisen  from  the  apprehension 
that  the  cowpock  may  not  have 
been  thoroughly  introduced,  or 
from  that  fear  which  would  natu- 
rally arise  in  many,  under  such 
circumstances,  without  any  dis- 
tinct notion  of  its  grounds,  yet 
this  solicitude  has  certainly  been 
evinced,  and  has  afforded  me  an 
opportunity  of  observing  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  the  opinions  in  ques- 
tion. One  or  two  facts  only  need 
be  mentioned. 

Several  young  ladies  at  a  board- 
ing-school in  this  city,  had  become 
considerably  alarmed  during  the 
existence  of  the  varioloid  at  Hali- 
fax, in  consequence  of  their  fre- 
quent communication  with  friends 
in  that  place,  by  letters,  pack- 
ages, &:c.  On  being  assured,  that 
even  were  they  in  any  danger  of 
taking  that  disease,  since  they  had 
been  vaccinated,  a  second  vacci- 
nation would  prove,  in  all  proba- 
bility, a  perfect  security  against 
it,  every  fear  was  at  once  dissi- 
pated, and  iheir  minds  restored  to 
a  state  of  tranquillity.  One  of 
these  ladies,  who  bad  two  distinct 
cicatrices,  took  the  cowpock  a 
second  time.  On  the  eighth  day 
the  vesicle  was  perfect  and  dis- 
tended with  li.mpid  fluid. — Again, 
'  at  the  time  a  case  of  varioloid 
was  at  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  a  servant  in  a  family 
having  been  into  the  hospital,  the 
family  became  somewhat  alarmed 
lest  he  might  bring  the  infeciion 
in  his  clothes.  Here,  as  before, 
a  similar  assurance  was  equally 
efficacious  in  relieving  rather  than 


producing  moral  suffering.  One 
of  this  family,  who  had  been  pre- 
viously vaccinated  by  a  distin- 
guished physician,  and  had  two 
genuine  cicatrices,  took  the  dis- 
ease a  second  time,  and  the  vesi- 
cle was  regularly  formed  as  in 
the  case  before  related.  Such 
also  has  been  the  quieting  rather 
than  disturbing  effect  of  this  sug- 
gestion in  every  other  case  which 
has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Among  those  who  have  been 
vaccinated,  (whether  well  or  ill 
is  to  this  argument  unimportant, 
but)  as  people  generally  are  vacci- 
nated, the  varioloid  is  known 
sometimes  to  occur.  If,  then, 
persons  who  have  had  the  cow- 
pock, expose  themselves  freely 
to  the  contagion,  having  been 
taught  to  believe  in  their  entire 
protection,  and  only  one  or  two 
among  a  large  number  take  the 
disease,  (and  many  such  cases 
are  on  record,)  does  not  such  oc- 
currence go  far  to  injure  the  re- 
pute of  vaccine  inoculation  among 
the  common  people  .''  Will  they 
not  say,  "we  don't  believe  in 
vaccination,  because  such  an  one 
had  smallpox  after  it."  It  is  not 
a  week  since  I  was  obliged  to 
persuade  a  woman  to  have  her 
child  vaccinated  for  the  purpose 
of  admission  to  one  of  our  schools, 
whose  sole  objection  was  of  this 
nature.  Such  instances  were 
frequently  met  with  during  the 
recent  public  vaccination  in  this 
city.  I  then  performed  that  duty 
in  one  of  the  wards,  and  therefore 
speak  from  personal  experience. 
In  the  town  of  Hanson,  in  Ply- 
mouth county,  I  am  informed  that 
one  or  two  occurrences  of  this 
kind  produced  such  a  prejudice 
a;;ainst  vaccination,  that  the  phy- 
sicians absolutely  had  to  contend 
with  the  tbeo  prevailing  notion 
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that  it  increased  the  liability  to 
smallpox. 

I  apprehend  all  the  confidence 
the  covvpock  has  ever  lost,  has 
been  lost  in  this  way.  And  the 
above,  with  other  reasons,  con- 
firm me  in  the  belief,  that,  by 
attributing  to  a  single  vaccination 
only  such  power  as  experience 
has  shown  it  to  possess,  the  gene- 
ral confidence  in  its  preventive 
power  will  be  heightened  rather 
than  impaired,  and  that  the  sug- 
gestion we  are  considering  is  cal- 
culated to  allay  rather  than  excite 
the /ears  of  the  community. 

Dr.  H.  also  objects  to  re-vac- 
cination on  the  ground  that  "  there 
would  be  no  end  to  it."  The 
fallacy  of  this  objection  it  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  show,  since 
in  the  next  sentence  but  one,  he 
adds,  "  it  must  of  course  be  re- 
peated as  long  as  it  continues  to 
produce  the  genuine  vesicle." 
This  ending  will  probably  be  with 
the  second  insertion  in  nineteen 
cases  out  of  twenty.  His  subse- 
quent remarks  on  this  head  will 
apply  as  well  to  a  first  as  second 
vaccination  ;  they  have  therefore 
nothing  to  do  with  the  principles 
in  question. 

2.  We  come  now  to  the  princi- 
pal and  most  important  of  Dr. 
Hayward's  objections  to  my  con- 
clusions on  this  subject,  name- 
ly, that  the  premises  from  which 
they  are  drawn,  (viz.  that  vac- 
cination will  in  some  persons 
take  a  second  time,  and  the  va- 
rioloid occurs  in  some  persons  af- 
ter regular  vaccination,)  are  not 
sanctioned  by  his  experience. 
This  experience  is  stated  as  con- 
sisting in  re-vaccinating  more  than 
forty  persons,  in  none  of  whom 
was  a  perfect  vesicle  formed. 

It  is  evident  from  the  nature  of 
the  case,  that  a  few  instances  in 


which  this  vesicle  was  formed  a 
second  time,  would  go  further  to- 
wards proving  the  principle,  than 
a  large  number  of  such  negative 
cases  would  go  towards  disproving 
it.  It  was  never  pretended  that 
this  would  take  place  oftener  than 
"  about  one  case  in  twenty." 
Among  forty  persons,  then,  we 
should  expect  to  find  tivo  regularly 
formed  vesicles  ;  and  may  it  not 
have  been  accidental  that  in  these 
forty  they  were  not  found  ?  Had 
a  larger  number  been  vaccinat- 
ed, might  they  not  have  given  a 
different  result  .'  Ought  the 
weight  of  this  experience  to  si- 
lence a  suggestion  which  promises 
a  great  blessing  to  mankind,  and 
which  is  supported  by  experience 
more  conclusive  in  its  nature,  as 
well  as  far  more  extensive  ?  I 
shall  endeavor  to  answer  these 
questions  by  a  statement  of  facts, 
— by  referring  briefly  to  the  opin- 
ions and  experience  of  others. 

Two  cases  have  already  been 
cited  in  which  the  vaccine  inocu- 
lation was  followed  by  the  usual 
appearances,  although  the  scars 
left  by  the  previous  disease  were 
genuine.  Now  if  about  one  case 
in  twenty  is  the  standard,  here  is 
at  once  an  offset  to  Dr.  Hay- 
ward's  whole  experience  as  he 
has  given  it.  Let  us  now  to  the 
balance. 

Equally  decided  has  been  the 
success  of  re-vaccination  in  many 
other  cases  which  have  fallen  un- 
der my  immediate  care.  I  have 
taken  pains  to  consult  several 
physicians  of  acknowledged  emi- 
nence on  this  subject,  and  all,  of 
whom  the  inquiry  has  been  made, 
have  met  with  similar  success 
where  the  marks  of  the  genuine- 
ness  of  the  former  disease  were 
unequivocal.  One  physician  show- 
ed me  his  own  arm  on  the  eighth 
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day  after  second  vaccination  ;  its 
appearance  was  such  as  to  give 
no  suspicion  that  any  previous 
operation  had  been  performed  ; 
yet  he  had  been  through  the  dis- 
ease perfectly  before,  and  the 
scar  was  just  what  it  should  be 
as  described  by  Dr.  Jenner,  and 
Dr.  Hayvvard,  and  as  familiarly 
known  by  every  respectable  mo- 
dern practitioner.  Dr.'  Z.  B. 
Adams,  of  this  city,  informs  me 
that  of  about  twenty  he  has  re- 
vaccinated,  several,  with  a  perfect 
cicatrix  on  the  arm,  have  taken 
the  disease.  Some  of  these  per- 
sons were  originally  vaccinated 
by  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren  and  other 
gentlemen,  whose  skill  and  judg- 
ment are  beyond  question.  One 
of  them  in  particular,  in  whom 
the  vesicle  formed  perfectly,  and 
went  through  all  its  stages  to  the 
end*  with  great  regularity,  was 
originally  vaccinated  by  Dr.  Wa- 
terhouse,  who  has  been  styled  the 
American  Jenner  ;  the  scar  was 
perfect,  and  the  father  of  the 
young  lady  had  Dr.  Waterhouse's 
certificate  that  the  vaccination 
was  complete.  Dr.  A.  used  the 
matter  taken  from  some  of  these 
secondary  vesicles,  and  it  induced 
the  perfect  disease  in  others. 
Further  detail  seems  unnecessa- 
ry. I  will,  however,  refer  to  the 
statement  of  Dr.  Almon  of  Hali- 
fax, whose  professional  skill  and 
extensive  practice    enabled   him 

•  In  my  former  paper  it  was  stated  (hat 
the  progress  of  the  second  vaccination  is 
generalli/  more  rapid,  after  the  seventh 
day,  than  the  first  ;  and  that  it  pnibably 
bears  the  same  relation  to  its  primary,  as 
does  the  varioloid  to  the  smallpox.  This 
receives  confirmation  by  the  Report  of  the 
British  Vaccine  Institutiou,  "vvliich  says, 
"In  most  cases  of  smallpox  which  have 
succeeded  to  inoculation,  the  pustules 
have  been  observed  to  dry  more  rapidly, 
and  the  disorder  has  concluded  at  an  ear- 
lier period  than  usual. ^' 


to  make  many  accurate  observa- 
tions on  this  subject  during  the 
recent  prevalence  of  the  vario- 
loid in  that  place,  and  whose  ex- 
perience in  this  disease  is  per- 
haps greater  than  that  of  any  other 
physician  on  this  whole  continent. 
Dr.  Almon  re-vaccinated  in  many 
families.  In  his  own,  "  one  of  the 
children,  near  twelve  years  of 
age,  had  the  vaccine  vesicle  form 
regularly,  and  go  through  its  re- 
gular stages  as  if  she  had  never 
been  previously  vaccinated."  In 
many  other  persons  under  his 
care,  "  the  same  thing  happened."  ' 
"  Would  not,"  he  adds,  "  these 
persons  have  been  liable  to  take 
smallpox  (varioloid)  had  they 
been  exposed  to  the  contagion  } 
My  own  opinion  is  that  they  would; 
— I  therefore  have  adopted  re- 
vaccination."  See  Dr.  A.'s  pa- 
per in  Bost.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 
Feb.  19,  1838.*  Dr.  Physick, 
of  Philadelphia,  a  name  which 
carries  with  it  no  ordinary  sanc- 
tion, has  also  adopted  the  practice 
of  re-vaccination.  So  also  have 
other  physicians  in  Philadelphia, 
and  in  New-York,  Baltimore  and 
Boston.  See  letters  from  Drs. 
Chapman  and  Jackson,  Smith, 
Mott  and  Perkins,  and  Warren 
and  Jackson,  referred  to  in  the 
National  Intelligencer. 

"  But  admitting  the  fact,"  says 


*  This  journal  reached  Washingpton 
about  six  weeks  before  the  formation  of 
the  Report  which  declares  (hat  no  expe- 
rience in  favor  of  re-vaccination  is  known 
to  exist  ;  that  it  is  sanctioned  by  no  au- 
thority, and  that  the  reason  of  the  case  is 
against  it ;  so  also  was  a  London  Journal, 
in  which  a  distinguished  physician  of  Ma- 
deira, after  relating  a  case  of  varioloid 
subsequent  to  vaccination,  says,  "  I  omit- 
ted (which  I  now  regret)  to  re- vaccinate  ; 
but,  if  ever  again  smallpox  should  pre- 
vail, I  would  practise  myself,  and  advise 
others  to  adopt  the  plan  of  re-vaccinatioa 
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Dr.  Hayward,  "  that  a  vaccine 
vesicle,  having  most  if  not  all  the 
characters  of  the  genuine  one, 
may  be  sometimes  produced  by 
a  second  vaccination,  does  it  ne- 
cessarily follow  that  the  patient 
did  not  before  have  the  disease, and 
that  he  was  consequently  unpro- 
tected ?  I  think  not,  &c."  Here 
I  cannot  differ  from  Dr.  H.,  for  if 
the  second  vaccination  is  good,  his 
views  correspond  perfectly  with 
those  I  have  expressed  ;  and  if  a 
vesicle  maybe  formed  "having 
most  if  not  all  the  characters  of 
the  genuine  one,"  and  yet  not 
communicate  the  disease,  we 
have  no  criterion  by  which  to  de- 
cide whether  our  vaccination  gives 
security  or  not ; — re-vaccination 
becomes  doubly  necessary,  and 
the  objection  of  interminability 
would  lie  with  very  particular 
force.  If  the  scar  is  said  to  be 
the  criterion,  the  dilemma  re- 
mains the  same,  for  it  can  only  be 
judged  of  long  after  the  operation, 
and  the  facts  already  adduced 
place  it,  then,  on  the  same  ground 
as  the  local  appearances  before 
spoken  of. 

Equally  unavailing,  I  appre- 
hend, will  be  any  attempt  to  sus- 
tain the  notion  that  ascribes  the 
varioloid  to  irregular  vaccination. 
No  one  can  be  blind  to  the  power 
of  a  process  which  has  almost  ex- 
terminated the  most  hideous  and 
fatal  pestilence  ever  known  among 
mankind, — which  preserves  from 
destruction  the  lives  of  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  every  year, 
and  the  beauty  and  health  of  as 
many  more.  Yet  there  are  not 
facts  enough  to  prove,  that,  with 
all  its  virtue,  vaccination  is  more 
effectual  in  exhausting  the  vario- 
lous susceptibility,  than  is  the 
smallpox  itself  ;  nor  can  we  rea- 
sonably   believe,    without     such 


proof,  that,  in  their  effect  on  this 
susceptibility,  the  two  diseases 
materially  differ.  When  a  case  i 
of  varioloid  occurs  after  smallpox,  ' 
it  is  not  held  that  the  smallpox 
was  imperfect — that  it  was  not  i 
genuine  ; — and  "•  the  animal  eco-  ' 
nomy,"  says  Dr.  Jenner,  "  is  pre- 
cisely under  the  same  laws  with 
respect  to  the  action  of  variolous 
and  vaccine  virus."  Certainly 
the  worst  case  of  varioloid  I  ever 
knew,  was  in  a  young  lady  of 
Roxbury,  in  whom  vaccination 
was  performed  and  pronounced 
perfect  by  Dr.  Waterhouse.  An- 
other case  in  this  vicinity,  which 
excited  much  attention  a  few 
years  ago,  was  that  of  a  young  j 
gentleman  who  had  been  vacci- 
nated by  his  father — one  of  the 
first  physicians  in  this  country, —  "= 
and  whose  interest  in  his  son's 
safety,  and  opportunities  of  watch- 
ing the  progress  of  the  vesicle,  do 
not  allow  us  to  suspect  the  vacci-  \ 
nation  was  imperfect.  Though  it 
were  easy  to  enumerate  a  vast 
number  of  such  cases,  I  will  men- 
tion but  one  more — that  of  the 
Earl  of  Grosvenor's  son,  who  had 
a  very  severe  attack  of  varioloid, 
very  much  resembling  the  conflu- 
ent smallpox,  except  that  it  pass- 
ed through  its  latter  stages  more 
rapidly,  and  he  recovered.  In 
reporting  this  case,  Sir  Henry 
Halford  and  Sir  Walter  Farquhar 
inform  us  that  "  he  had  been  vac- 
cinated by  Dr.  Jenner,  about  ten 
years  ago,  and  the  mark  left  in 
the  arm  indicated  a  perfect  dis- 
ease."* 

If  ii  be  said  that  I  reduce  vac- 
cination to  the  same  level  as  va- 
riolation, I  will  only  reply,  that, 

*  Would  not  this  young  man  have  tak- 
en cowpock  a  second  time,  and  thus  had 
this  remaining  susceptibility  destroyed? 
There  can,  I  think,  be  no  question  of  it. 
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with  respect  to  power,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  of  their  similarity; 
the  reasons  for  preferring  the 
former  are  clearly  pointed  out  by 
its  illustrious  discoverer ;  namely, 
"  because  it  is  equally  safe  at  all 
ages  and  in  every  season,  and  does 
not  occasion  confinement, — be- 
cause it  neither  diffuses  contagion 
nor  excites  scrofula, — and  because 
it  is  free  from  the  danger  attend- 
ing the  inoculated  smallpox, which 
still  proves  fatal  in  one  case  in 
two  hundred  and  fifty." 

The  only  facts  adduced  by  Dr. 
Hayward  as  the  ground  of  his 
objection  to  my  second  position, 
and  in  favor  of  his  explanation  of 
the  varioloid  disease,  are  the  dif- 
ferent circumstances  attendingthe 
introduction  of  a  case  of  smallpox 
in  Boston  and  in  country  towns. 
These  facts,  however,  when  view- 
ed in  their  true  light,  lead  to  a 
very  different  result.  The  truth 
is  that  whenever  a  case  of  this 
disease  has  been  among  us,  most, 
if  not  all,  who  have  been  exposed, 
have  been  induced  to  be  re-vacci- 
nated in  order  to  be  on  the  safe 
side.  This  second  vaccination  I 
have,  in  many  such  instances, 
done  myself;  and  other  medical 
gentlemen  have  told  me  they  have 
been  called  on  to  perform  a  simi- 
lar office  :  the  result  of  this  mea- 
sure has  already  been  stated. 
Physicians  who  have  been  expos- 
ed, generally,  if  not  always,  re- 
vaccinate  themselves.  Several 
have,  to  my  personal  knowledge, 
taken  this  precaution.  In  the 
course  of  the  past  winter  a  case 
of  varioloid  broke  out  in  the  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  Every  inmate 
of  that  institution  was  immediately 
re-vaccinated  ;  and  on  the  arm  of 
the  girl  who  watched  with  the 
patient  the  night  before  his  remo- 
val to  Rainsford  Island,   the  vac- 


cine vesicle  was  regularly  formed, 
and  on  the  eighth  day  was  proper- 
ly distended  with  limpid  fluid. 
JNIany  other  such  cases  might  be 
adduced,  to  show  that  the  facts 
presented  by  Dr.  H.  afford  no 
support  to  his  objection. 

No  other  cases  have,  I  believe, 
been  brought  forward  of  late 
years,  which  seem  to  countenance 
the  idea  that  varioloid  after  cow- 
pock  must  be  attributed  to  some 
defect  in  vaccination,  except 
those  related  by  Dr.  Liiders  of 
Denmark,  who,  among  a  great 
number  of  persons  he  had  vacci^ 
nated,  had  seen  subsequent  small- 
pox but  two  or  three  times.  But 
from  the  numerous  facts  detailed 
by  Dr.  Mohl,  of  Copenhagen,  this 
extraordinary  immunity  must  have 
been  owing  to  "  the  want  of  a 
variolous  epidemic  of  sufficient 
malignity  ;"  for  in  Copenhagen 
alone,  Dr.  M.,  who  wrote  several 
years  afterwards,  had  seen  six 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  such  cases. 

But  the  truth  does  not  rest 
here.  I  feel  justified  in  adding, 
that  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  the  idea 
suggested  by  Dr.  H.  as  one  ground 
of  his  objection  to  my  views,  has 
been  amply  and  satisfactorily 
disproved  by  general  experience. 
This  may  appear  a  broad  asser- 
tion, but  its  correctness  may  be 
shown  within  narrow  limits.  In 
referring  to  the  doctrine  that  the 
varioloid  does  not  occur  after 
perfect  vaccination,  the  Edinburgh 
reviewer  says,  it  is  one  of  "  those 
erroneous  notions,  entertained 
throughout  this  country  when  the 
varioloid  epidemic  was  first  an- 
nounced," &c.  Again,  the  same 
reviewer,  in  referring,  among  oth- 
er kindred  errors,  to  the  habit  of 
explaining  the  occurrence  of  this 
disease  by  supposing  vaccination 
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defective  in  those  attacked,  states  of  the  varioloid,  is  not  so  consider- 
that  it  was  some  time  ago  ad-  ed  by  those  distinguished  physi- 
yanced  (as  it  now  is  by  Dr.  H.)  cians  who  have  had  the  most 
in  order  to  account  for  the  occa-  ample  means  of  forming  a  correct 
sional  failure  of  the  vaccine  dis-  judgment.  Even  Dr.  Geo.  Gre- 
ease  to  produce  absolute  exemp-  rory  allows  that  he  has  himself 
tion  from  the  variolous  contagion,  seen  cases  of  varioloid  where  the 
but  that  it  has,  "  by  subsequent  scar  was  perfect,  and  he  thinks 
experience,  been  proved  to  be  this  has  occurred  mostly  in  parti- 
erroneous,  to  the  satisfaction  of  cular  families  w;/iere  ^/icre  cx/sferf  a 
every  practitioner  of  note  in  the  strong  predisposition  to  smallpox. 
country."  It  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  to 

Again,  in  Dr.  Mcihl's  recent  expose  the  fallacy  of  a  course  of 
publication  it  is  stated  as  the  re-  reasoning  too  frequently  adopted 
suit  of  his  widely  extended  obser-  on  this  subject,  and  by  which  the 
vations,  that  the  varioloid '' occurs  greatest  absurdities  may  be  most 
after  smallpox,  whether  natural  easily  proved.  It  is  first  taken 
or  inoculated,"  and  that  "  it  some-  for  granted  that  if  a  person  is  pro- 
times  attacks  those  who  have  perly  vaccinated,  he  cannot  have 
been  vaccinated  in  the  most  re-  the  cowpock  or  varioloid  after, 
gular  and  perfect  manner."  In  If,  then,  secondary  cowpock  takes 
introducing  these  results  of  the  well  and  goes  through  its  regular 
inquiries  of  Dr.  M.  it  is  expressly  stages,  it  is  asserted  that  the  first 
stated  in  the  last  number  of  the  vaccination  was  spurious  ;  if  asked 
Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  for  the  proof  of  this,  the  reply  is, 
that  they  "  are  very  pointed  and  that  had  it  been  otherwise  this 
<;onclusive,  and  in  accordance  with  second  vaccination  would  not  have 
all  the  leading  views  adopted  in  taken.  So  also  with  respect  to 
Britain."  These  are  the  words  varioloid.  This  reasoning  in  a 
of  the  reviewer,  who  remarks,  in  circle  will  clearly  lead  to  any 
another  part  of  the  same  paper,  conclusion  we  choose  to  arrive  at. 
that,  on  this  subject,  "the  opinions  But  allowing  Dr.  H.  his  own 
of  almost  all  physicians  of  emi-  ground,  and  assuming  that  the 
nence  in  Germany  and  Denmark  occurrence  of  varioloid  atler  cow- 
now  coincide  with  our  own."  pock  is    most  properly  explained 

All  the  information  I  have  here  on  the  principle  that  vaccination 

presented  has   reached  this  coun-  is  "frequently  done  by  itinerants, 

try  since   the   publication  of   my  who  either  know  little  or  nothing 

proper,  against  the   sentiments   of  of  the  disease,  or  do  not   employ 

which  Dr.  H.  has  seen  fit  to  pro-  fresh  or    genuine  matter,"    &c., 

test  :  it  must  therefore  be  ranked  does  re-vaccination  therefore  be- 

among  tluit  "  future  experience"  come  unnecessary  or  inexpedient.'' 

on  whifh  I  relied  to  sanction  opin-  It  has  been  taught  by  Jenrrer,  that 

ions   whicli   had    resulted,  solely,  "  imperfect  vaccination,  in  which 

from  an  impartial   observation   of  a  vesicle  appears  without  produc- 

inconlestible/ac/s.  ing  the  /«// effect  on   the   skin  or 

3.     Enough    has   already   been  constitution,  affords  a   limited  se- 

said   to  show  that   what   Dr.  H.  curity  against  variolous  infection;" 

considers  the  most  correct  manner  that    "  the   effect  of  vaccination 

of  accounting  for  the  appearance  when  there  are  irregular  vesicles 
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is  different  in  different  cases. 
They  appear  to  secure  some  indi- 
viduals from  the  infection  of  the 
smallpox,  in  others  the  constitution 
is  but  imperfectly  guarded."  Now 
if  matter  be  taken  from  one  of 
these  irregular  sores,  and  inserted 
by  these  itinerants  into  the  arms 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  other  persons, 
the  disease  induced  is  not  perfect 
cow  pock,  but  partial.  ''  I  have 
abundant  testimony,"  says  Dr. 
Jenner,  "  to  prove  that  fluid  taken 
from  a  spurious  vaccine  pustule, 
is  capable  of  propagating  its  like.'''' 
Thus,  if  the  fact  be  as  stated  by 
Dr.  H.  the  evil  must  be  widely 
spread,  and  spreading  more  widely 
every  day,  so  that  in  the  whole 
country  nineteen  instead  of  one  in 
twenty  are,  in  all  probability,  but 
partially  protected  ;  a  state  of 
things  most  surely  calculated  to 
"  unsettle  the  public  mind,"  and 
calling  much  more  loudly  for  gene- 
ral re-vaccination,  than  any  other 
he  could  have  presented. 

I  doubt  not  there  are  many 
cases  in  which  the  vaccine  dis- 
ease has  been  but  imperfectly 
induced,  and  that  such  instances 
afford  food  for  the  variolous  infec- 
tion ;  but  in  these,  as  in  other 
cases,  re-vaccination,  if  not  the 
only,  is  the  easiest  and  most  phi- 
losophical measure  we  can  adopt. 

Boston,  May  8,  1828. 

One  or  two  other  opinions  al- 
luded to  by  Dr.  Hayward,  will 
form  the  subject  of  a  future  com- 
uiunication. 


II. 

W.  HEBERDEN,  M.D.  ;  J.  TURTON, 
M.D.  ;  G.  BAKER,  M.D. 

These  excellent  men,  who  in 
their  day  were  the  great  stars  of 
the    profession,    with    Sir  John 


Pringle,  Sir  William  Watson,  and 
other  learned  persons,  used  to 
meet  every  evening  at  a  grocer's 
of  the  name  of  Watson,  who  lived 
in  the  Strand,  and  who  let  them ' 
have  the  use  of  his  dining-room, 
for  which  they  paid  sixpence 
a-piece.  They  had  one  newspa- 
per, and  drank  nothing  but  water. 
Lord  Cavendish  was  president, 
and  after  his  death  it  was  brokea 
up. 

Ileberden. 

It  may  be  questioned  if,  since 
Boerhaave,  physic  has  had  tp 
boast  of  such  a  singular  instance 
of  sanctity  of  manner,  genuine 
science,  unabating  assiduity,  and 
magnanimous  disdain  of  money. 

He  retired  full  of  honors  as  of 
years  !  Such  honor,  of  pious 
opinions  and  viftuous  practice,  as 
supersede  all  his  other  claims  to 
reverence  and  esteem  ;  and  really 
make  his  general  scholarship  and 
professional  skill  shrink  into  dis- 
tant subordination  before  them. 

He  gave  the  first  description  of 
Angina  Pectoris,  and  the  first  sci- 
entific account  of  Chickenpox. 

Tiuion 

Retired  to  a  house  built  near 
Seven  Oaks,  where  he  was  dis- 
tinguished by  the  uibanity,  taste, 
and  hospitality  of  a  gentleman. 
As  a  voucher  forTurton's  ability, 
it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  he  was 
physician  to  Lord  Mansfield, whose 
word  was  law  in  every  judgment 
upon  talents.  To  him  Turton 
\vas  indebted  for  the  fellowship  of 
Radcliffe,  and  the  appointment  at 
St.  James's.  To  his  own  good 
sense  he  was  indebted  for  feeling, 
which  taught  him,  in  due  time,  to 
disdain  the  disreputable  annoyance 
of  drudgery   for    su perse rvicea- 

nt.E   GAIN. 
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Sir  George  Baker,  Bart.  of  eleven  years,  with  more  suc- 

rpi .    ,  I      J        •       X      1  cess  than  Sir  Georse  Baker  ;  the 

Inis  learned  and  eminent  pliy-  ^      r      c      \-  \  \  • 

'„•  ,.1  J     .    K^  proofs   ol    which   may  be  seen   m 

sician  was   the   descendant    of  a      •  i  i-  i     i  i  i  i-  i    j 

/.,    -I  •  •     ,,         ,.,    ,    .      a  "'s    published     and     unpublished 

lamily    ori<riiiai!y   sett  ed    in    So-  ..,„,i.'    .i. .      i      i        n-    r    , 

_   „-,  ,.^        •' ,      „.  J     .  works,  the  splendor  of  his  fortune, 

mersetshiie,     and    afterwards    in  «i         .  '  .         i     i    • 

n  I  •  Ti-    r  .1        r^  the  esteem,  respect,  and  admira- 

Devonshire       His  father,  George  ,-^^^  ^^  j^j^  eontemporaries.-.V«- 
B  ker    M.A.    was   bOrn   in   West  Canorae. 

Alvington,  and  educated  at  Eton  ; 
afterwards  became  schoolmaster 
and   vicar  of  Modbury,  and   died  HI. 

in  1743,  being   then    Archdeacon  selections. 

and  Registrar   of  lotness.       His 

son  George  was  born  in  1722;  Remarkable  Hairy  Man. 
educated  at  Eton  ;  and  was  en-  The  following  account  is  given 
tered  a  scholar  of  King's  College,  of  an  individual  of  this  kind  in 
Cambridge,  on  the  day  that  Bent-  Crawford's  Mission  to  Ava  : — 
ley  was  buried  ;  so  that  when  (he  "As  connected  with  this  depart- 
golden  tree  of  classic  learning  had  ment,  may  be  mentioned  the  ex- 
lost  one  branch,  another  shot  out  istence,  at  Ava,  of  a  man  covered 
in  its  place.  He  became  B.A.,  from  head  to  foot  with  hair,  whose 
1745  ;  M.A.,  1749  ;  M.D.,  1756  ;  history  is  not  less  remarkable  than 
and  was  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  and  that  of  the  celebrated  porcupine 
Antiquarian  Societies,  Ph}'sician  man  who  excited  so  much  curiosi- 
in  Ordinary  to  the  King,  and  Phy-  ty  in  England,  and  other  parts  of 
sician  to  the  Queen.  He  uas  Europe,  near  a  century  ago.  The 
created  a  Baronet,  Aug.  28,  177G,  hair  on  the  face  of  this  singular 
and  was  also,  in  1797,  President  being,  the  ears  included,  is  shng- 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  in  gy,  and  about  eight  inches  long. 
London,  and  for  many  years  one  On  the  breast  and  shoulders  it  is 
of  the  tiifet  of  his  profession.  He  from  four  to  five.  It  is  singular 
died  June  15,  1809,  in  his  8Sth  that  the  teeth  of  this  individual 
year,  after  having  ])a«sed  a  long  are  defective  in  number,  the  mo- 
life  without  any  of  those  infirmi-  lares  or  grinders  being  entiiely 
ties  from  which  he  had  relieved  wanting.  This  person  is  a  native 
thousands  in  the  course  of  his  of  the  Shan  country,  or  Lao,  and 
practice  ;  and  died  so  easil)',  and  from  the  banks  of  the  upper  por- 
apparently  so  free  from  pain,  that  tion  of  the  Saluen,  or  Martaban 
the  remarkable  words  of  Cicero  river  ;  he  was  presented  to  the 
may  be  said  of  him,  JS^on  illijxiit  king  of  Ava  as  a  curiosity,  by  the 
vila  erepta^  sed  mors  donata.  "  He  prince  of  that  country.  At  Ava 
was  not  deprived  of  life,  but  pre-  he  married  a  Burmese  woman, 
sented  with  death."  "  jD/cm,"  by  whom  he  has  two  daughters  ; 
says  Bishop  Bossuet,  on  the  death  the  eldest  resembles  her  mother, 
of  a  great  man,  "  n''a  pas  lui  ote  the  youngest  is  covered  with  hair 
la  vie T  mais  lui  a  fait  un  present  de  like  her  father,  only  that  it  is 
la  mort.''^  No  man,  perhaps,  ever  white  or  fair  ;  whereas,  his  is  now 
followed  the  career  of  physic,  brown  or  black  ;  having,  however, 
and  the  elegant  paths  of  the  Greek  been  fair  when  a  child,  like  that 
or  Roman  Muses,   for  the  space  of  the  infant.      With  the  excep- 
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tions  mentioned,  both  the  father 
and  child  are  perfectly  well-form- 
ed, and,  indeed,  for  the  Burman 
race,  rather  handsome.  The 
whole  family  were  sent  by  the 
king  to  the  residence  of  the  Mis- 
sion, where  drawings  and  descrip- 
tions of  them  were  taken." — 
Jameson's  Journal. 

Chemical  ..Inalysis  of  the  Root  of 
the  Polygala  Senega  of  Virginia. 

M.GiacomoFolchi,  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  at  Rome,  has 
analysed  the  root  of  the  polygala 
senega,  and  found  it  to  consist  of  a 
thick  oil,  in  part  volatile  ;  free 
gallic  acid  ;  an  acrid  matter  ;  a 
yellow  coloring  matter  ;  a  little 
wax  ;  gummy  extract  ;  azotised 
matter  similar  to  gluten  ;  woody 
fibre;  subcarbonate,  sulphate,  and 
muriate  of  potash  ;  carbonate,  sul- 
phate, and  a  little  phosphate  of 
lime  ;  carbonate  of  magnesia  ;  iron 
and  silex. — Bib.  Ital. 

^ew  Instrument  for  applying  Li- 
gatures. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell  has  invented 
an  instrument  for  the  application 
of  ligatures  in  fistula  in  ano,  &c. 
We  are  promised  a  description 
and  figure  of  it  in  our  next  num- 
ber.— tinier.  Jour,  of  J\Ied.  Sci. 

Deicees''  System  of  Midwifery. 

Messrs.  Carey,  Lea  &.  Carey 
have  recently  published  a  third 
edition  of  Professor  Dewees'  val- 
uable System  of  Midwifery.  This 
edition  has  been  almosi  entirely 
re-written,  and  besides  numerous 
additions  to  the  subjects  previous- 
ly treated  of,  contains  the  follow- 
ing new  chapters  :  On  the  De- 
velopment of  the  Foetus — On  the 
Term  of  Utero  Gestation — On  the 
Cause  of  Labor — On  tedious  La- 
bor— On  the  Inversion  of  the  Ute- 
rus, with  four  plates  illustrative 


of  its  Mechanism — On  Presenta- 
tions and  falling  down  of  the  Um- 
bilical Cord,  with  a  plate — Histo- 
ry of  the  Caesarian  Operation — • 
On  the  Section  of  the  Pubes — 
On  the  Secale  Cornutum. 

Western  Journal  of  Medical  and. 
Physical  Sciences. 

Dr.  Drake  has  withdrawn  from 
the  editorship  of  the  Western 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  and 
proposes  to  edit  a  new  Journal  un- 
der the  title  of  the  Western  Jour- 
nal, of  the  Medical  and  Physical 
Sciences.  The  well-known  tal- 
ents, erudition  and  industry  of  Dr. 
Drake  are  a  sufficient  guarantee 
for  the  value  of  the  proposed  pub- 
lication. 

Mean  Duration  of  Life  in  Geneva. 

M.  Odier  has  published  in  the 
Bibliotheque  Universel  de  Geneve^  t. 
36,  1827,  some  highly  interesting 
observations  on  the  mean  duration 
of  life  in  that  city  at  difierent  pe- 
riods. From  these  it  appears, 
that  from  1560  to  1600  the  mean 
duration  of  life  was  eighteen  years 
and  five  months  ;  from  16(J0  to 
1700,  twenty-three  years  four 
months  ;  from  1700  to  1760,  thir- 
ty-two years  eight  months  ;  from 
1761  to  ISOO,  thirty-three  years 
seven  months;  from  1815  to  1826, 
thirty-eight  years  ten  months. 


IV. 

HOSPITAL      REPORT. 

Operation  for  a  Tumor  of  the  Scro- 
tum. 

The  following  peculiar  case  occur- 
red at  the  Hospital  April  10,  1828. 

A  young  ninii  of  about  21  years  of 
a<Te  was  brought  by  Dr.  Dixwell  to 
Dr.  Warren,  for  examination  of  a 
tumor  iu  the  right  groin.  This  tu- 
mor, about  lour  inches  longhand  half 
that  in  breadth,  extended  from  the 
abdominal  nnsi  downwards   into  ih« 
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upper  part  of  the  scrotum.  The 
lower  part  of  the  scrotum  was  en)p- 
ty  ;  fur  the  testis  hiy  on  the  abdomi- 
nal muscles  above  the  tumor,  about 
two  inches  on  the  outside  of  the  ab- 
dominal rin^.  The  spermatic  cord 
was  felt  entering  the  ring.  The  tu- 
mor was  soft,  yielding,  not  diapha- 
nous, a  little  unequal  to  the  touch  ; 
not  affected  by  respiration  nor  cough- 
ing. The  patient  said  the  tumor 
varied  in  size,  and  was  larger  in  the 
morning  than  at  night.  But  his  ac- 
count of  these  changes  was  not  very 
satisfactory  ;  nor  was  his  history  of 
the  complaint.  He  had  perceived 
the  tumor  two  or  three  years  before  ; 
but  how  long  it  had  existed  neither 
he  nor  his  parents  could  tell.  His 
mother  was  confident  that  he  had  it 
not  in  infancy.  The  patipnt  expe- 
rienced no  pain  from  his  complaint; 
but  it  unfitted  him  for  active  move- 
ments, and  as  he  was  compelled  lo 
make  use  of  considerable  bodily  ef- 
fort, he  was  very  anxious  to  have  it 
removed  if  possible.  He  was  ad- 
vised to  enter  the  Hospital. 

The  patient  being  at  the  Hospital, 
there  happening  to  be  a  consultation 
his  case  was  submitted  ;  and  he  was 
examined  by  the  gentlemen  present, 
— Drs.  Welsh,  Spooner,  Dixwell,  lu- 
galls,  Walker  and  Hayward,  and 
other  medical  gentlemen.  It  was 
generally  agreed  the  case  was  an 
obscure  one.  VVas  it  a  sarcocele  ? 
No — the  testis  could  be  felt  distinct- 
ly in  a  sound  stale.  Was  it  a  hy- 
c'.ocele?  No — the  tumor  was  not 
diaphanous  ;  it  was  not  regular  in 
form  ;  the  testis  was  distinct  from  it. 
Was  it  a  varicocele  ?  No — there 
were  no  convoluted  snake-like  cords  ; 
the  tumor  was  too  large,  too  flat,  too 
little  connected  with  the  testis.  Was 
it  one  or  more  hydatids  ?  It  had 
much  the  aj)pearance  of  a  chain  of 
large  hydatids  ;  but  was  entirely 
wanting  in  the  transparency  of  a  wa- 
tery tumor.  Might  it  not  be  hyda- 
tids with  opaque  cysts  ?  Was  it  a 
hernia  ?  It  did  not  receive  the  im- 
pulse of  respiration  and    cough.     It 


was  below  the  testicle,  and  not  above 
it.  The  speru>atic  cord  was  distinct- 
ly perceived  entering  the  abdominal 
ring;  but  in  a  hernia,  it  usually  lies 
behind  and  is  covered  by  it,  so  as 
not  to  be  felt  in  this  situation.  After 
considering  all  these  things,  and  hear- 
ing the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen, 
Dr.  Warren  determined  to  operate 
on  this  tumor  as  if  it  were  a  hernia, 
with  the  precaution  required  in  the 
operation  for  hernia,  and  if  the  dis- 
ease were  removeable,  to  extirpate  it. 

Accordingly  the  operation  was 
performed  on  the  10th,  in  presence 
of  some  of  the  consulting  physiciins, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  the  faculty. 
Pinching  up  the  skin  from  the  sur- 
face of  the  tumor,  a  pointed  knife 
was  thrust  through  it,  and  the  subcu- 
taneous fascia  was  exposed.  This 
being  carefully  dissected  through,  a 
membrane  appeared,  thinner  than  the 
sac  of  a  scrotal  hernia,  though  not 
more  thin  than  the  crural  sac. 
Through  the  membrane  a  yellowish 
substance  was  seen,  appaiently  floc- 
culent.  The  membrane  was  cau- 
tiously opened,  and  water  discharged 
as  on  the  opening  of  a  hernial  sac. 
Dilating  the  aperture  a  little,  the 
contained  substance  was  found  to  be 
a  mass  of  omentum.  The  operator 
then  sought  for  the  abdominal  ring, 
and  found  it  not  open  on  the  fore 
part,  but  sufficiently  open  behind  to 
admit  the  little  finger.  He  ascer- 
tained that  the  hernia  could  be  re- 
duced by  force,  though  not  without 
contusing  and  hurting  the  omentum; 
and  not  without  a  probability  of  its 
descending  again  and  preventing  a 
cure.  He  therefore  proposed  to  ex- 
tirpate this  omentum,  and  with  a 
scissais  removed  it  ;  but  cautiously, 
lest  it  might  envelope  a  piece  of  in- 
testine. The  width  of  the  piece  cut 
off  was  seven  or  eight  inches.  Only 
two  of  the  omental  vessels  required 
ligature.  The  testicle  was  bare  ; 
that  is,  free  from  its  usual  external 
tunic. 

The  skin  was  brought  together  by 
a  number  of  stitches,  so  as  carefully 
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to  npproximate  tho  edges,  and  duly 
secured  by  adhesive  plaster  com- 
presses and  bandage,  and  the  patient 
put  id  bed  with  injunctions  not  to 
rise  till  be  had  express  direction. 

On  the  day  after  the  operation  he 
had  some  pain  in  the  bowels  and 
slight  fever.  Being  bled  and  purged 
he  was  relieved,  and  had  no  other 
bad  symptoms,  but  recovered  rapidly. 
The  ligatures  separated  on  the  26lh. 
The  wound  healed  by  the  first  inten- 
tion ;  so  that  he  was  ready  to  be  dis- 
charged on  the  1st  of  May  ;  but  was 
advised  to  wail  till  he  had  a  truss 
made.  On  the  5th  of  May  he  left 
the  Hospital,  well.  At  this  time  the 
testis  was  perceived  in  the  same  situ- 
ation as  before  the  operation,  and 
the  abdominal  ring  was  filled  by  the 
plug  of  omentum  which  had  been 
left  in  the  ring  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  it  ;  which  it  was  presumed 
it  would  do  by  forming  au  adhesion 
with  the  sac. 

Remarks. 

It  is  obvious  that  this  was  an 
omental  hernia  existing  from  birtli. 
That  it  was  congenital  is  certain ; 
for  otherwise  the  testis  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  been  in  the  same  sac  with 
the  omentum.  This  occurrence 
shows  how  very  uncertain  and  little 
to  be  trusted  are  the  accounts  of  pa- 
tients and  their  friends.  For  nei- 
ther the  young  man  nor  those  of 
his  relations  who  could  trace  this 
compl.iint,  knew  of  its  existence 
more  than  three  years  before  this 
operation. 

The  case  shows  us  the  necessity 
of  great  care  in  examining,  and  great 
circumspection  iu  operaiiug,  in  tu- 
mors in  this  pirt.  Here  was  a  her- 
nia wiiliout  those  m;irks  we  consider 
as  generally  or  always  existing  in  a 
hernia.  The  tumor  received  no  im- 
pulse from  respiration  ;  it  did  not  fill 
the  abdominal  ring  ;  it  did  not  return 
into  the  abdomen  iu  the  night,  arid 
re-appear  in  the  morning.  Yet  it 
had  no  adhesion  to  the  sac  contain- 
in?  it. 


Lastly,  this  case  shows  how  little 
inconvenience  results  from  removing 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  omen- 
tum. Only  two  vessels  n  quired  ty- 
ing ;  and  very  transient  symptoms  of 
irritation  followed.  This  is  the  third 
case  in  which  Dr.  W.  has  removed 
considerable  portions  of  the  omen- 
tum with  a  successful  result.  The 
first  was  in  a  very  bud  case  of  stran- 
gulated femoral  hernia;  in  which  the 
strangulation  had  lasted  eight  days, 
and  the  omentum  was  so  much  en- 
larged as  to  render  its  return  impos- 
sible. It  was  therefore  cut  off.  The 
other  case  was  an  omental  hernia  at 
the  umbilicus,  which  had  degenerat- 
ed into  a  growing  tumor  of  consider- 
able size  and  pyramidal  form.  In 
this  case  the  whole  of  the  diseased 
mass  was  removed.  No  ligatures 
were  required.  The  symptoms  of 
abdominal  inflammntion  were  slight ; 
and  the  patient  perfectly  recovered 
from  the  disease  and  its  effects. 


WEEKLY    KEPOUT  OP     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  May  18,  at  noon. 


May    9. 

Elizabeth  Atkins, 

13  mo. 

10. 

Charlotte  Hubbard, 

44  yrs. 

JVIary  Ann  CuJdy, 

67 

Dolly  Thompson, 

45 

Clara  Wliilman, 

31 

Josiah  A.  Baldwin, 

15 

11. 

Abigail  D.  Seaver, 

17 

William  JenUs  Morton, 

11  mo. 

Sarah  A.  S.  Kingman, 

15  yrs. 

12. 

William  Sprague, 

27 

Elizabeth  Stuart, 

8  mo. 

13. 

Edward  Manning, 

43  yrs. 

14. 

Lydia  Berry, 

23 

Edward  Jones, 

26 

Mary  A.  Davis, 

5  mo. 

James  G.  Dorety, 

7  yrs. 

George  Soule, 

5  mo. 

Albert  Eaton, 

18  yrs. 

15. 

Stephen  G.  Russell, 

3 

James  T.  S.  Dowland, 

10  wks 

16. 

Isaac  Ripley, 

7  wks 

17. 

Christopher  .Jordan, 

21  yrs. 

Accidental,  1 — cholera  morbus,  1 — con- 
sumption, 4 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head, 
2 — diarrhcea,  1 — fits,  1 — hooping-cough,  1 — 
lung  fever,  4 — scrofula,  1 — St.  Anthony's  fire, 
1 — unknown,  4.  Males,  12 — females,  10 — 
stillborn,  3.     Total,  2-5. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 
THIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  &: 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMfJRICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHV;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  (he 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
&c.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following^  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,   Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 


ly  presented,  either  at  th'is  office  or  to  one 
of  the  following  agents. — Barnet  Peter*, 
Portland,  Me. ;  Charles  Co/Jin,  Vostmas- 
ter,  Buxton,  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Francis, 
New-York,  N.  Y. ;  Tho.  O.  H.  Croswil, 
Postmaster,  CatskiU,  N.  Y.  ;  R.  H.  Small, 
or  John  Morfimer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Gi- 
deon B.  Smilh,  Patriot  office,  baltimore, 
Md.  ;  Ltmue.1  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga.  ; 
Drake  &  Coticlin,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 
14th  day  of  nest  month  the  price  of  the 
5th  volume,  as  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $2,62  1-2. 

NATHAN  JARVIS 

TTAS  purchased   the  stock  of  Drugs 


-    _  .  ,      ,     --.--.  and  Medicines,  and  taken  the  store 
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improvements. 

Also — Chemical  Manipulation,  being 
instructions  to  students  in  Chemistry  on 
the  methods  of  performing  experiments,  of 
demonstration  or  of  research,  with  accu- 
racy and  success.  By  MicnAEi.  Fara- 
day, F.R.S.  fcc.  Director  of  the  Laborri- 
tory  of  the  Royal  Institution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, fcc.  &c.  With  additions  by  Joniv 
W^  Webster,  M.D.  Erving  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Harvard  University. 

The  following  character  of  the  latter 
work  is  from  the  Philosophical  Magazine 
and  Annals  of  Philosoi)hy  for  July.  "  Alter 
a  very  careful  perusal  of  the  work,  we 
strenuously  recommend  it,  as  containing 
the  most  complete  and  excellent  instruc- 
tions for  conducting  chemical  experi- 
ments. There  are  few  persons,  however 
great  their  experience,  who  may  not  gain 
information  in  many  important  particu- 
lars ;  and  for  ourselves,  we  beg  most  un- 
equivocally to  acknowledge  that  we  have 
acquired  many  useful  and  important  hints, 
on  subjects  even  of  every  day  occur- 
rence." 
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I. 

Some  Remarks  on  the  Morbid  Ef- 
fects of  Dentition  ;  more  particu- 
larly with  reference  to  the   Dis- 
eases of   Teething   Children   in 
Summer  and  Autumn. 

By  James  Jackson,  jNI.D. 
The  following  article  was  first  pub- 
lished in  the  New  England  Journal 
of  Medicine,  &c.,  which  has  long 
been  out  of  print.  It  is  now  reprint- 
ed in  consequence  of  repeated  appli- 
cations to  the  author  from  difl'erent 
quarters. 

I.  It  is  fanjiliarto  all,  that  very 
material  changes  in  the  health  are 
usually  produced  duringthegrowth 
of  the  first  set  of  teeth  ;  and,  be- 
ing familiar,  it  does  not  excite 
wonder.  It  is,  however,  not  a 
little  remarkable  that  the  growth 
of  these  bodies  should  be  produc- 
tive of  such  serious  effects  on  the 
whole  system  ;  effects  which,  in 
many  cases,  are  so  totally  dispro- 
portioned  both  to  the  size  and 
importance  of  the  parts.  Mr. 
16 


John  Hunter*  represents  the  teeth 
as  acting  in  some  degree  like 
foreign  bodies  on  the  alveolar 
processes  and  on  the  gums.  It  is 
not,  however,  consonant  with  the 
usual  harmony  of  living  systems, 
that  such  should  be  the  case.  We 
may,  perhaps,  more  properly  con- 
sider the  effects  of  dentition  ana- 
logous to  those  produced  by  the 
development  of  the  sexual  or- 
gans at  the  age  of  puberty,  and 
by  certain  other  local  changes  at 
other  periods  of  life.  It  is  owing 
to  the  greater  irritability  of  in- 
fancy, that,  in  a  process  compara- 
tively unimportant,  such  powerful 
effects  ensue. 

II.  The  effects  which  are  pro- 
duced in  consequence  of  dentition 
are,  first,  that  the  ordinary  and 
regular  actions  of  the  system  are 
interrupted,  so  that  they  are  per- 
formed imperfectly  ;  secondly, 
that  some  of  those  actions  are 
occasionally  suspended  ;    thirdly, 
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that  a  morbid  irritability  is  pro- 
duced, in  consequence  of  which 
morbid  actions  will  be  excited  in 
the  system,  by  slighter  causes 
than  under  common  circumstances. 

III.  Effects  of  the  first  and  se- 
cond sort  are  very  often  noticed 
with  respect  to  the  stomach  and 
bowels.  In  both  of  them  it  is 
very  common  to  see  their  actions 
imperfectly  performed,  and  occa- 
sionally suspended  in  consequence 
of  dentition.  The  same  is  true 
with  respect  to  the  urinary  or- 
gans, and  so  of  other  parts  of  the 
system.  Effects  of  the  third  sort 
are  exemplified  in  the  great  sus- 
ceptibility of  the  varying  diseases 
of  the  season,  which  may  be  no- 
ticed in  teething  children.  The 
diseases  here  referred  to  occur 
during  the  winter  and  spring, 
mostly  in  the  parts  above  the  dia- 
phragm ;  and  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  in  those  below. 

IV.  It  would  seem  that  it  is  on 
the  mucous  membrane  that  the 
effects  of  dentition  are  chiefly 
produced.  Now  in  certain  organs 
this  membrane  is  the  seat  of  im- 
portant functions.  Such  functions 
may  or  may  not  be  materially  af- 
fected by  diseases  of  the  mem- 
brane. If  the  mucous  glands  only 
are  affected,  the  consequence 
will  be  a  great  flow,  first  of  se- 
rous fluid,  and  afterwards  of  mu- 
cus, and  there  will  not  ensue  any 
very  serious  effects  on  the  system. 
But  if  the  whole  membrane  be 
affected,  the  functions  of  the  part 
will  be  more  or  less  interrupted, 
and  proportionate  effects  on  the 
general  health  will  ensue. 

V.  Although  the  season  and 
other  external  circumstances  de- 
termine in  a  great  measure  the 
affection  to  be  produced  in  teeth- 
ing children  ;  yet  at  all  times  the 
stomach  and  chylopoietic  viscera 


are  extremely  liable  to  be  affect- 
ed ;  and  when  affected,  the  dis- 
ease produced  is  more  frequently 
severe  and  lasting,  than  when 
other  parts  become  the  seats  of 
disease. 

VI.  In  summer  and  autumn, 
persons  of  all  ages  are  liable  to 
be  weakened  and  enervated  by 
the  heat  and  moisture  of  the  at-  . 
mosphere.  When  to  this  remark 
are  added  those  in  the  preceding 
paragraphs,  we  shall  perceive 
that  the  diseases  of  teething  chil- 
dren must,  in  general,  be  much 
more  severe  in  summer  and  au- 
tumn, than  in  winter  and  spring. 

VII.  From  the  causes  which 
have  been  recited,  a  very  large  ^ 
proportion  of  all  teething  children 
are  affected  with  disorders  of  the  . 
first  passages  during  the  warm 
season.  These  disorders  are  in 
various  degrees,  and  are  some- 
times very  slight.  They  are, 
however,  very  severe  in  some  in- 
stances, and  particularly  when 
aggravated  by  certain  errors  in 
diet  and  regimen. 

VIII.  In  the  disorders  referred 
to  there  is  a  general  similarity  ; 
and  exact  lines  of  distinction  be- 
tween their  varieties  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  drawn  by  the 
hand  of  nature,  with  respect 
either  to  their  proximate  causes, 
or  to  the  phenomena  produced  by 
those  causes.  An  attempt  will 
be  made  to  arrange  theai  under 
distinct  heads.  There  must,  how- 
ever, be  intermediate  cases, which 
will  not  properly  fall  under  either 
of  those  heads. 

IX.  The  first  affection  we  shall 
describe  occurs  at  all  seasons ; 
but  more  frequently  in  warm  than 
in  cold  weather,  and  often  in  the 
early  parts  of  summer.  It  is 
most  common  in  children  with 
large  heads  and  thick  necks.      It 
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commences  sutklenly  ;  often  after 
takinsf  food,  which  is  difficult  of 
digesiion,  or  in  too  great  quantity. 
The  child  at  first  appears  fretful 
or  uneasy  ;  will  not  be  amused  ; 
hangs  his  head,  and  wants  to  lie 
in  arms  ;  sometimes  a  slight  chil- 
liness is  noticed,  but  shortly  he 
becomes  thirsty,  appears  warm 
and  dry,  particularly  about  the 
head  and  neck  ;  the  face  grows 
red,  and  the  features  appear  to 
swell.  The  child  now  commonly 
falls  into  a  deep  and  heavy  sleep, 
with  his  eyelids  perhaps  half 
closed,  or  his  eyes  often  rolling 
up.  He  often  starts  in  his  sleep, 
or  groans,  and  sometimes  general 
convulsions  of  the  voluntary  mus- 
cles take  place.  The  respiration 
is  heavy,  and  laborious  in  some 
cases.  The  pulses  are  full  and 
accelerated.  Sometimes  a  rash 
appears  on  the  skin. 

X.  In  this  state  the  patient  will 
continue  for  an  uncertain  period  ; 
from  four  to  six  hours.  In  some 
instances  a  sweat  will  then  come 
on  ;  the  symptoms  will  abate,  and 
after  a  longer  interval  some  crude 
matters  will  be  discharged  by 
stool.  But  in  far  the  greater 
number  of  instances,  the  symp- 
toms before  described  are  follow- 
ed by  vomiting.  All  the  food, 
which  had  been  taken  at  the  last 
meal,  and  sometimes  for  two  or 
three  meals,  is  now  thrown  up, 
with  a  quantity  of  ropy  mucus. 
Sometimes  bile  is  also  ejected  ; 
'but  not  often,  unless  the  efforts  to 
throw  off  the  food  be  laborious 
and  long  continued.  When  the 
stomach  is  fairly  relieved,  the 
symptoms  gradually  subside.  But 
in  some  instances  the  relief  is 
only  partial,  and  either  the  same 
symptoms  continue,  or  others  su- 
pervene, which  will  be  described. 
On  examination,  it  will  commonly 


be  found,  in  these  cases,  that  one 
or  more  of  the  teeth  is  protruding, 
and  the  gum  tense  or  inflamed. 

XI.  This  is  an  affection  of  which 
the  predisposing  cause  is  the  irri- 
tation from  teething,  and  the  oc- 
casional cause  food  in  too  great 
quantity  or  of  improper  quality. 
In  some  instances  the  irritation 
from  teething  is  sufficiently  pow- 
erful to  arrest  the  digestive  pro- 
cess, even  when  the  food  has  been 
proper  in  quantity  and  quality. 

XII.  The  obvious  indications 
in  this  case  are,  first,  to  excite 
the  stomach  to  evacuate  itself, 
when  it  has  not  already  done  this  ; 
and  second,  to  take  off  the  tension 
in  the  gum  over  the  tooth  or  teeth 
protruding.  The  first  indication 
is  answered  sometimes  by  warm 
water  ;  but  more  certainly  by 
ipecacuanha.  The  second  by  di- 
viding the  gum  in  the  direction  of 
the  teeth. 

XIII.  The  disorder  next  to  be 
noticed,  is  sometimes  preceded 
by  that  already  described  ;  more 
particularly,  where  the  indications 
laid  down  (in  §XII.)  have  not  been 
fulfilled  either  by  nature  or  art. 
In  many  cases  that  ephemeral 
disease  does  not  precede,  or  only 
some  of  its  slighter  symptoms  are 
noticed.  In  the  disorder  under 
consideration  the  dejections  be- 
come more  frequent  than  in 
health,  and  more  thin  in  consist- 
ence. In  most  cases  probably 
some  undigested  food  might  be 
discovered  mixed  with  bile  and 
the  other  fluids,  w'hich  are  dis- 
charged into  the  intestines.  The 
discharges  are  often  immediately 
preceded  by  griping.  They  are 
various  in  color  ;  often  clay-color- 
ed for  a  short  time,  frequently 
yellow,  but  lighter  than  in  health; 
less  frequently,  but  not  rarely 
green. 
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XIV.  "With  these  symptoms 
the  child  loses  his  flesh,  but  not 
very  rapidly.  The  loss  is  not 
evident  to  transient  observers  ; 
but  to  those  who  know  him  it  is 
evident  that  the  features  and 
limbs  have  lost  some  of  the  plump- 
ness of  health.  Tlie  child  easily 
gets  tired  ;  for  a  little  while  he 
appears  in  good  spirits,  but  he  is 
not  easily  amused,  and  becomes 
dissatisfied  sooner  than  when  he 
is  well.  Slight  febrile  paroxysms 
are  occasionally  noticed,  more 
especially  at  night;  in  consequence 
of  which  the  patient,  who  some- 
times appears  nearly  well  all  day, 
is  very  restless  and  uneasy  all 
night,  and  is  only  quiet  while  ly- 
ing at  the  breast,  where  he  can 
relieve  his  thirst  and  soothe  his 
griefs.  These  paroxysms  com- 
monly subside  before  morning,  or 
at  daylight. 

XV.  The  symptoms  which  have 
been  described  are  sometimes 
sudden  in  their  access  ;  but  more 

-  frequently  they  come  on  gradual- 
ly. They  vary  exceedingly  in 
force,  in  different  subjects.  At 
one  time  they  subside,  all  of  them, 
or  at  least  those  which  are  most 
prominent,  and  the  little  patients 
appear  to  the  attendants  to  be 
recovering  ;  but  shortly,  either  in 
consequence  of  some  change  in 
the  weather,  or,  because,  the 
child  being  better,  less  care  is 
taken  respecting  his  diet,  or,  be- 
cause, his  strength  being  restored, 
the  teeth  begin  to  grow  more  vi- 
gorously, the  patient  suddenly  re- 
lapses into  his  former  state.  At 
whatever  part  of  the  summer  the 
disease  commences,  if  it  be  not 
soon  removed,  it  is  prone  to  con- 
tinue with  occasional  remissions 
till  October  ;  terminating  very 
often  in  the  graver  affection, 
which  remains  to  be  described. 


XVI.  This  disorder  may  be 
termed  the  diarrhoea  of  teething 
children  ;  for  subjects  of  this  de- 
scription very  rarely  pass  through 
its  appropriate  season  without  be- 
ing affected  by  it  in  some  mea- 
sure. It  is  often  sustained  even 
through  several  weeks,  with  so 
much  ease,  or  with  injuries  which 
are  so  gradual,  that  the  parents 
are  not  alarmed,  and  do  not  em- 
ploy any  remedies  for  its  remo- 
val. The  opinion,  which  is  de- 
rived from  great  authority,  that 
children  cut  their  teeth  most 
safely  when  the  belly  is  loose, 
misleads  many.  This  opinion  was 
not  intended  to  sanction  negli- 
gence, when  the  important  func- 
tion of  digestion  has  failed,  or  is 
daily  failing  more  and  more. 

XVII.  The  explanation  of  the 
phenomena  of  this  disease  is  as 
follows.  By  the  operation  of  the 
causes  recited  in  §V.  and  VI.  the 
process  of  digestion  is  impaired. 
The  stomach  labors  and  fails  in 
the  performance  of  "  the  first 
concoction."  The  matters  which 
pass  into  the  duodenum  are  crude; 
they  irritate  that  organ,  and  they 
irritate  the  mouths  of  the  hepatic 
and  pancreatic  ducts.  By  that 
irritation  and  by  sympathy  with 
the  stomach  and  duodenum,  the 
liver  and  pancreas  are  brought 
into  unusual  action.  Their  secre- 
tory actions  are  performed  more 
rapidly  and  less  perfectly  than  in 
health.  Their  fluids,  of  which 
the  bile  alone  is  conspicuous,  are 
vitiated  in  quality,  while  they 
abound  in  quantity.  From  these 
causes  the  intestinal  canal  is  ex- 
cited to  more  frequent  evacua- 
tions. But  the  evacuations  are 
partial  ;  the  organs  grow  irrita- 
ble ;  their  contents  are  not  allow- 
ed to  rest  while  the  more  fluid 
parts  are  absorbed,  but  they  are 
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hurried  along  in  small  portions,  in 
consequence  of  their  own  acrimo- 
ny, it  sometimes  happens  also, 
though  not  so  frequently  as  in  the 
disorder  next  to  be  described, 
that  the  more  solid  portions  of  the 
faeces  are  retained.  It  is  also  to 
be  noticed  that  in  some  cases, 
though  rarely,  the  secretion  of 
bile  is  stopped  altogether.  This 
probably  happens  from  a  direct 
sympathy  of  the  liv'er  with  the 
gums,  without  the  mediation  of 
the  stomach. 

XVUI.  The  indications  of  cure 
in  this  affection  are  nearly  the 
same  as  in  that,  which  will  next 
be  described.  The  remarks  on 
this  subject  will  therefore  be 
more  conveniently  deferred  at 
present. 

XIX.  The  disorder,  which  is 
now  to  be  described,  is  almost 
peculiar  to  teething  children  dur- 
ing the  warm  season.  It  is  some- 
times, though  rarely,  seen  before 
the  month  of  August.  It  grows 
more  frequent  and  is  commonly 
more  severe  in  September  than 
in  August.  Though  less  frequent 
in  October,  it  yet  grows  more 
severe  and  more  difficult  of  re- 
moval. The  same  perhaps  is 
true  of  other  acute  diseases  of 
this  season  ;  that  as  the  autumn 
advances  they  grow  more  serious 
and  more  dangerous. 

XX.  This  disorder,  which  is 
called  cholera  infantum,  occurs 
most  commonly  among  children 
who  are  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
months,  and  who  do  not  nurse. 
As  the  time  of  weaning  has  great 
influence  in  bringing  on  this  dis- 
order ;  as  indeed  it  is  in  most  in- 
stances to  be  attributed  to  an 
error  in  this  respect,  when  the 
disorder  is  severe  ;  and  as  there 
is  not  any  other  disease  by  which 
we  lose  so  many  infants,  our  re- 


marks on  this  subject  will  be  fully 
stated.  They  are  drawn  from 
observation  alone,  totally  unbias- 
sed by  any  hypothesis  ;  and  they 
have  been  confirmed  by  an  inquiry 
into  a  vast  number  of  cases.  It 
is  not  however  pretended  that 
they  will  be  found  universally 
correct ;  but  the  exceptions  will 
be  very  rare,  unless  difference  of 
situation  varies  the  result.* 

XXI.  Children  are  benefited 
by  living  principally  on  the  breast 
for  twelve  months  ;  their  vigor  is 
evidently  impaired  in  almost  all' 
cases,  when  they  are  nursed  less 
than  nine  months.  The  safest 
period  of  the  year  for  weaning  is 
from  the  middle  of  October  to  the 
middle  of  March  ;  provided  they 
be  not  weaned  under  ten  months 
after  December,  under  eleven 
after  January,  nor  under  twelve 
after  February.  Children  who 
are  weaned  at  the  age  of  twelve 
months  in  March  are  ordinarily 
safe  ;  those  who  are  weaned  at 
this  age  in  April  are  less  so,  one 
half  of  them  perhaps  suffering  se- 
verely in  the  subsequent  summer 
or  autumn.  In  May  the  danger 
increases  ;  and  in  the  four  subse- 
quent months,  if  a  child  of  any 
age  be  weaned,  it  will  in  most 
cases  be  very  sick  before  the 
middle  of  the  October  ensuing. 
The  disease  does  not  immediately 
follow  the  weaning  ;  though  in 
many  cases  the  diarrhoea  of  teeth- 
ing children  ensues  at  once.  But 
the  instances  in  which  children, 
who  are  weaned  between  May 
and  October,  escape  severe  cho- 

*  These  observations  liave  been  made 
during  more  than  ten  years'  residence  ia 
Boston,  and  chiefly,  tlioiigh  not  solely,  on 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  author 
is  persuaded  that  they  may  be  corrobo- 
rated in  great  measure,  though  not  ia 
their  full  extent,  throughout  N«w-Eng- 
land. 
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lera  infantum,  are  extremely  rare 
indeed. — It  must  however  be 
noted  that  in  some  years  the  sea- 
sons are  much  more  favorable  to 
the  health  of  teethinsr  children 
than  in  others.  It  must  also  be 
noted  that  the  limits,  which  have 
been  mentioned,  must  be  varied 
by  particular  circumstances. — 
First,  the  seasons  vary  two  or 
three  weeks  in  different  years. 
Second,  something  will  depend  on 
the  constitution  of  the  child.  But 
we  must  beware  not  to  place  too 
much  reliance  on  this  circum- 
stance, especially  on  the  general 
appearance,  on  the  fatness,  &c. 
Those  children  who  love  meat  and 
relishing  food,  who  digest  their 
food  well,  who  are  in  perfectly 
regular  habits  as  to  their  alvine 
evacuations,  and  who  sleep  well, 
are  the  best  qualified  to  bear  a 
deviation  from  the  rules  suggested 
above. 

XXII.  The  cholera  infantum  is 
preceded  in  most  cases  by  the 
diarrhoea  of  teething  children.  In 
its  most  exquisite  forms  it  is  very 
clearly  distinguished  from  the  di- 
arrhoea; but  there  are  many  cases 
Avhich  are  intermediate.  In  some 
cases  the  disease  commences 
with  the  symptoms  that  belong  to 
the  ephemeral  affection  which 
has  been  described.  To  these 
are  shortly  added  vomiting  and 
purging,  in  which  great  quantities 
of  bile  are  evacuated,  and  at  in- 
tervals sharp  pain.  In  sho.t,  this 
attack  is  similar  to  the  cholera 
morbus  of  adults. 

XXIII.  In  whichever  mode  the 
disease  has  commenced,  frequent 
stools,  and  more  or  less  frequent 
vomiting,  attend  it.  The  appe- 
tite is  entirely  lost,  or  is  irregu- 
lar, craving  only  certain  articles, 
and  changing  in  a  whimsical  man- 
ner.     Very  frequently  the  child 


is  uneasy  for  some  time  after  tak- 
ing food,  if  this  be  not  in  very 
small  quantity.  The  food  is  often 
thrown  up  soon  after  it  is  taken  ; 
and  this  happens  still  more  fre- 
quently Avith  respect  to  liquids, 
for  constant  thirst  is  among  the 
symptoms,  and  the  drinks  are  not 
only  swallowed  voraciously,  but  in 
too  large  quantities.  Pain  in  the 
bowels  is  a  frequent,  though  not 
a  constant  symptom  ;  but  some- 
times occurs  with  great  severity. 
Straining  at  stool  and  tenesmus 
are  more  frequent,  and  are  often 
accompanied  by  nausea  and  retch- 
ing. 

XXIV.  In  this  disease,  although 
the  evacuations  from  the  bowels 
are  frequent,  the  faeces  are  in  a 
great  measure  retained,  as  in  the 
dysentery  of  adults  ;  but  not  so 
entirely  as  is  common  in  this  lat- 
ter disease.  In  the  cholera  in- 
fantum, small  portions  of  faecal 
matter  are  discharged  in  almost 
every  stool  ;  and  now  and  then 
temporary  relief  will  be  afforded 
by  an  effort  of  nature  in  discharg- 
ing a  larger  quantity  of  faecal 
matter.  It  must,  however,  be 
noticed,  that,  as  very  little  food 
is  digested  in  this  disease,  so  very 
little  of  proper  faeces  can  be  eva- 
cuated. Lumps  or  portions  of 
undigested  food  are  very  often 
discharged  from  the  bowels.  Of 
this  kind  may  be  reckoned  the 
curds  of  milk,  which  have  indeed 
undergone  the  first  change  in  the 
stomach,  that  of  coagulation  ;  but 
which  have  not  undergone  any  of 
the  changes  necessary  to  nutrition. 
Even  the  undigested  food,  how- 
ever, as  well  as  the  faeces,  is  of- 
ten retained  in  the  intestinal  tube, 
while  frequent  evacuations  are 
taking  place,  such  as  shall  be  de- 
scribed. 

XXV.  The  matters  discharged 
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by  stool  are  principally  derived 
from  the  chjiopoietic  viscera 
themselves  ;  and  with  these  small 
portions  of  fa3culent  matter  are 
mixed  or  involved.  In  consist- 
ence the  stools  are  thin  and  wa- 
tery, or  mucous  and  adhesive  ;  in 
color  sometimes  yellow,  more 
frequently  either  green,  or  white, 
or  brown,  or  these  mixed  ;  with 
occasionally  some  red  portions,  as 
in  true  dysentery  ;  in  quantity  va- 
rious, but  rarely* large,  unless 
they  be  very  thin  ;  often  very 
small,  and  like  the  stools  in  dysen- 
tery.* But  they  vary  surprisingly 
in  the  course  of  a  day,  and  even 
in  the  course  of  an  hour,  in  all 
these  respects.  Some  of  them 
are  without  smell  ;  but  oftener 
they  are  sour  or  putrid  ;  or  they 
smell  like  water  in  which  putrid 
meat  has  been  washed.  The 
proper  faecal  smell  is  wanting  in 
confirmed  cholera  infantum,  as  in 
dysentery.  The  frequency  of  the 
stools  is  extremely  various  ;  they 
are  from  three  or  four  to  twenty 
in  a  day  and  night. 

(To  be  continued.) 


II. 

Remarks  on  the  Porcelain  Artificial 
Teeth. 

By  T.  W.  Parsons,  M.D.  Surgeon- 
Dentist. 

About  the  year  1795-6,  Monsieur 
Nicholas  Dubois  de  Chemant, 
Surgeon-Dentist  of  Paris,  an- 
nounced the  discovery  of  a  new 
substance  for  artilicial  teeth, 
wholly  different  from  that  in  com- 
mon use  at  the  time,  and  possess- 

*  In  such  cases  the  ftecal  matter  is  re- 
tained. In  a  case  which  had  continued 
several  weeks  without  (he  interference  of 
art,  more  than  a  pint  and  a  half  of  solid 
fseces  were  brought  away  by  medicine  in 
the  course  of  twenty-four  hours. 


ing  many  highly  valuable  proper- 
ties, among  which  was  that  of 
incorruptibility  when  exposed  to 
the  influence  of  the  saliva  in  the 
mouth,  and  a  consequent  greater 
degree  of  cleanliness,  than  was  to 
be  found  in  any  other  substance. 
Teeth  made  of  this  material, 
which  was  in  fact  a  peculiar  kind 
of  porcelain,  were  called  the  Mi- 
neral Paste  Teeth,  and  were  first 
announced  as  a  discovery  of  such 
immense  value  as  deservedly  to 
entitle  their  inventor  to  the  ap- 
pellation of  "  Un  homme  de  tres' 
grande  merite,  et  digne  de  la  ti- 
tre  de  Benefacteur  desPeuples." 
The  public  prints  of  the  day  were 
immediately  inundated  with  the 
most  flattering  testimonials  in  fa- 
vor of  his  new  invention,  from 
many  of  the  French  nobility  and 
other  highly  distinguished  indivi- 
duals of  the  time,  all  of  which 
have  been  collected  into  a  volume 
and  published,  with  an  engraving 
of  a  very  handsome  man,  purport- 
ing to  be  that  of  Monsieur  Che- 
mant himself.  The  splendor  of 
his  house  in  the  Rue  de  Richlieu 
was  also  in  perfect  keeping  with 
his  own  opinion  of  the  magnitude 
of  his  discovery  ;  this  was  on  so 
sumptuous  and  expensive  a  scale, 
that  the  saloon  of  the  palace  of 
Versailles  was  at  one  time  said  to 
be  equalled  in  Paris  only  by  that 
of  the  Chevalier  de  Chemant. 

With  these  subsidiary  means, 
added  to  the  novelty  and  apparent 
usefulness  of  his  discovery,  it  is 
by  no  means  strange  that  his  name 
was  for  a  time  preeminent,  and 
that  it  was  so  to  a  degree  wholly 
unequalled  by  any  other  individual 
in  his  profession,  is  evident  from 
several  marks  of  honor  and  dis- 
tinction which  were  most  profuse- 
ly lavished  upon  him.  He  secured 
to  himself  in  France  the  exclusive 
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privilege  of  his  invention  by  a  pa-  right,  were  probably  the  best  of 

tent  right,  and  was  now  in  the  full  the  kind  ever  seen,  and  possessed 

tide  of  success.       His    house    is  also  ihe  attraction  of  novelty  and 

said    to     have    been    constantly  apparent  superiority.    In  addition 

thronged  with  individuals  of  rank  to  this,  amongst  the  immense  po- 

and  distinction  from   all  parts  of  pulation    of    London   and    Paris, 

Europe,  to  avail  themselves  of  an  many  of  the  unsuccessful   cases 

invention  which  promised  a  great-  which    must    have    attended   his 

er    degree   of  perfection    in   the  operations,  were  probably  readily 

profession  of  the  dentist,  than  had  forgotten,  or  referred    rather   to 

hitherto  ever  been  attained, — to  some  peculiarcircumstances, than 

wit,  beauty,   strength,  and  incor-  to  any  want  of  skill   on  his  part, 

ruptibility  of  the  teeth,  with  per-  Immediately  after  the  expiration 

feet  immunity  from  pain.  of  the  time  for  which  his  patent 

In  the  course  of  a  {ew  years  rights  were  granted,  and  after  his 

the  Chevalier  visited  London,  and  retirement    from    his    profession, 

announced  as  he  had  done  at  Paris  other    dentists   not   only    availed 

the  importance   of  his   invention,  themselves  of  his   invention,  but 

and  with   similar    success.       He  improved  the  art,  and  pointed  out 

here  also  obtained  a  patent  right  many  well-founded  objections  to 

to  his  discovery  in  the  year  1800.*  his  mineral  teeth.      In  a  French 

For  a  few  years  he   continued   to  work*  now  before   me,  they   are 

divide  his  time   equally  between  said  to  have  frequently  broken  in 

London  and  Paris,  and  was   lucky  the    mouth  like  glass,   from  the 

enough  to  realise  a  splendid  for-  application  of  a  very  slight  force, 

tune  at   the   time  when  that  re-  to  have  caused  severe  inflamma- 

action,   always    consequent  upon  tory  afiections  of  the  gums  from 

undue  excitement,  was   about  to  their  hard  pressure  against  them, 

take  place.    This  reverse  of  pub-  &c.  &c.,  and  after  a  pretty  long 

licfavor  he  fortunately  anticipated  enumeration  of  defects,   the  ma- 

by  retiring  from  his  profession  to  terial  of  which   they  are  made  is 

an  elegant  chateau  which  he  pur-  termed   "  une  matiere  fragile  et 

chased    in    the    neighborhood    of  tres  dangereuse   a  la  sante  de  la 

Paris.  bouche." 

I  have  ever  been  surprised  that  Since  the  time  of  Chemant  the 
the  Mineral  Teeth  of  Monsieur  mineral  paste  or  porcelain  teeth 
Chemant,  many  of  which  I  have  have  shared  a  very  variable  fate; 
seen,  should  have  secured  to  their  in  the  practice  of  some  dentists 
inventor  for  so  long  a  time  as  they  have  been  highly  extolled, 
eight  or  ten  years,  that  eminence  while  in  that  of  others  of  equal 
in  his  profession  which  he  seems  reputation  they  have  been  aban- 
to  have  held.  This  is  to  be  ac-  doned  and  denounced  as  in  every 
counted  for  only  from  the  consi-  respect  inferior  to  other  sub- 
deration  that  at  that  time  the  stances.  This  I  apprehend  has 
manufacture  of  these  teeth  was  arisen  from  the  following  circum- 
secured  to  himself  by  patent  stance  :  on  obtaining  a  sufficient 
• variety   of  porcelain  teeth,  dent- 

*  A  copy  of  the  specificaiion  of  his  ists  have  usually  presented  them 

mode  of  making  the  Mineral  Paste  Teeth,  

given  in  on  oath  at  the   Patent  Office  in  '  '  "" 

London,  I  have  now  in  my  possession.  *  Le  Manuel  de  TArt  du  Dentiste. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


249 


as  possessing  peculiarly  valuable 
properties,  and  employed  them 
without  discrimination  in  every 
case,  and  to  the  entire  exclusion 
of  all  other  substances  ;  the  con- 
sequence has  been,  as  it  was  with 
Chemant's,  that  in  many  cases 
they  have  totally  failed  to  answer 
the  high  expectation  they  at  first 
seemed  to  promise  ;  other  sub- 
stances have  afterwards  been  em- 
ployed in  their  stead  and  with 
better  success,  and  in  the  end  the 
porcelain  teeth  have  been  given 
up  and  decried  as  useless.  Pre- 
cisely the  same  remarks  will  at 
times  apply  to  each  of  the  other 
substancesof  which  artificial  teeth 
are  made.  Every  practical  dentist 
must  be  well  aware  that  in  certain 
cases  one  material  is  far  prefera- 
ble to  another  for  artificial  teeth. 
That  operator  who  should  in  every 
instance  prefer  the  tooth  of  the 
hippopotamus  for  the  purpose, 
(although  sometimes  by  far  the 
best  article  employed,)  would  in 
many  cases  fail  of  success,  no  less 
than  he  who  was  equally  exclu- 
sive in  the  use  of  the  porcelain 
teeth.  In  one  case  the  tooth  of 
the  hippopotamus  may  be  decid- 
edly the  best, — in  another,  the 
porcelain  may  be  still  preferable, 
and  in  a  third,  some  other  sub- 
stance may  present  far  greater 
claims  to  excellence.  The  adap- 
tation of  the  particular  substance 
to  the  circumstances  of  each  case, 
is  a  matter  in  which  the  skill  of 
the  operator  is  as  much  concern- 
ed as  it  is  in  any  other  branch  of 
the  profession,  and  from  my  own 
observation  I  am  now  fully  con- 
vinced that  much  want  of  success 
attending  the  use  of  the  porcelain 
teeth,  has  arisen  from  the  above- 
mentioned  circumstance. 

The  property  of  incorruptibility 
while  in  the  mouth,   which   the 


porcelain  teeth  possess,  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  valuable  one,  and 
the  general  expectation  often  is, 
in  common  language,  "  that  one 
of  these  teeth  will  last  for  ever." 
It  is  certainly  true  that  the  tooth 
itself  possesses  great  durability, 
but  it  should  be  recollected  that 
the  stump  to  which  it  is  attached, 
or  the  adjoining  tooth  to  which  it 
is  secured,  may  fail,  and  by  the 
failure  of  these  the  tooth  of  porce- 
lain is  rendered  equally  useless  as 
if  made  of  a  more  perishable  ma- 
terial. 

It  is  now  more  than  ten  years 
since  I  first  commenced  some  ex- 
periments on  the  porcelain  teeth. 
Since  that  time  I  have  endeavor- 
ed to  gain  all  the  information  in 
relation  to  them  in  ray  power,  and 
have  directed  my  attention  parti- 
cularly to  ascertain  the  cases  in 
which  they  might  be  used  with 
evident  advantage  over  all  others. 
The  result  of  my  investigation, 
and  of  some  practical  experience- 
has  fully  convinced  me  that  in 
certain  cases  they  are  much  bet- 
ter than  those  made  of  any  other 
material.  I  must  here  observe, 
that  in  their  preparation  no  regard 
whatever  has  been  paid  to  the 
method  of  Monsieur  Chemant, 
and  I  am  well  convinced  they  are 
not  in  the  least  liable  to  the  ob- 
jections which  have  been  urged 
against  his,  to  some  of  which  I 
have  already  referred ;  neither 
have  I  invariably  adopted  the 
mode  of  securing  the  porcelain 
teeth  which  has  heretofore  been 
usual,  but  have  availed  myself  of 
a  method,  which  so  far  as  my  ob- 
servation goes,  I  believe  to  be 
better,  and  in  some  degree  pecu- 
liarly my  own.  I  have  delayed 
offering  them  to  the  notice  of  the 
public,  from  time  to  time,  from 
some  doubt  as  to  the  situations  in 
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which  they  might  be  employed  to 
the  best  advantage.  On  this  point 
I  new  feel  much  certainty,  and 
am  fully  convinced  t'.iat  they  are 
justly  entitled  to  a  rank  among 
the  substances  usually  employed 
for  artificial  teeth. 
Boston,  May,  1828. 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Obstinate  Hiccough  cured  by  the 
Jlctual  Cautery. 
A  WOMAN,  32  years  of  age,  of 
a  very  susceptible  habit  of  body, 
and  weak  in  health,  who  had  men- 
struated irregularly,  and  suffered 
much  mental  anxiety,  was  sud- 
denly attacked  with  violent  and 
repeated  hiccoughs.  They  usu- 
ally ceased  towards  bed-time,  but 
were  always  increased  in  vio- 
lence if  the  patient  attempted  to 
perform  any  active  duty.  At  the 
time  she  presented  herself  to  M. 
Dupuytren,  the  paroxysms  of 
hiccough  were  extremely  violent. 
He  determined  to  employ  "  les 
toniques  les  plus  energiques  ;" 
and  the  actual  cautery  was  se- 
lected as  that  best  adapted  to 
procure  relief.  A  red-hot  iron, 
of  an  oval  form,  about  an  inch  in 
diameter,  was  applied  opposite 
the  xiphoid  cartilage,  until  the 
part  was  reddened.  The  skin 
only  was  destroyed  ;  and,  after 
several  applications,  the  hic- 
coughs were  permanently  cured. 
About  ten  years  ago,  M.  Dupuy- 
tren treated  a  similar  case  in  the 
same  manner,  with  equal  success. 
Journal  Complimentaire,  ^c. 

Action   of  the   Uterus  from   Sym- 
pathy. 
Dr.   Pichon   lately   attended  a 
young  woman  during  her  tirst  la- 
bor, which  was  unusually  tedious 


and  severe.  Her  mother,  48 
years  of  age,  who  attended  as  the 
nurse,  was  much  affected  by  the 
sufferings  of  the  patient :  she  soon 
experienced  sensations  resem- 
bling uterine  action,  and,  four  or 
five  hours  after  the  labor,  she 
perceived  a  sanguineous  discharge 
from  the  vagina,  which  continued 
for  several  days,  with  occasional 
interruptions.  She  had  not  men- 
struated before  for  eight  years. 
On  the  third  day  from  the  first 
appearance  of  the  discharge,  the 
breasts  swelled,  and  became  pain- 
ful to  the  touch.  A  kind  of  milky 
fluid  escaped  from  the  nipples  for 
five  or  six  days  ;  the  uterine  hae- 
morrhage then  disappeared,  the 
breasts  assumed  their  natural 
state,  and  the  lady  subsequently 
experienced  no  inconvenience. 
Dr.  Paillard  has  recently  related 
a  similar  case  to  the  Society  of 
Practical  Medicine  at  Paris. 

tBpplication  of  Circular  Ligatures 
in  various  Maladies. 

Dr.  Bourgery,  after  having  in- 
vestigated the  various  modes  in 
which  ligatures  were  formerly 
applied  round  the  limbs  for  the 
relief  of  different  maladies,  and 
commented  upon  the  effects  thus 
produced  from  the  obstruction  to 
the  arterial  or  venous  circulation, 
relates  eight  cases  of  different 
diseases  :  intermittent  fevers, 
convulsive  asthma,  apoplexy,  hys- 
teria, epistaxis,  and  hemoptysis, 
which  were  cured  by»this  means. 

He  concludes,  from  his  expe- 
riments : 

1st.  That  circular  ligatures, 
applied  at  the  commencement  of 
the  paroxysm  of  intermittent  fe- 
vers, will  cure  the  disease. 

2d.  In  attacks  of  dyspnoea,  the 
consequence  of  chronic  affection 
of  the  lungs,  they  produce  very 
great  reHef. 
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Sd.  In  cases  of  apoplectic  ten- 
dency, nhen  a  return  of  the  at- 
tack is  to  be  feared,  they  are 
very  useful  auxiliaries. 

4th.  In  deliquium  anirai,  occa- 
sioned by  plethora  of  the  heart, 
the  application  of  ligatures  round 
the  extremities  quickly  re-estab- 
lishes the  circulation  of  the  blood. 

5th.  In  every  case  of  internal 
hasmorrhage,  not  arising  from  the 
rupture  of  a  large  vessel,  they 
may  be  applied  with  decided  ad- 
vantage. 

6th.  In  periodic  head-ache,  ce- 
rebral congestions  arising  from 
mental  labor,  or  in  oppressions  of 
the  chest,  from  the  influence  of 
a  humid  atmosphere,  their  use 
will  be  very  serviceable. 

7th.  Lastly,  all  the  advantages 
which  the  treatment  referred  to 
is  capable  of  producing,  have  not 
been  ascertained.  The  application 
of  the  ligature  is  simple,  and  with 
very  few  exceptions  perfectly 
safe.  Practitioners  are  entreated 
to  pursue  the  inquiries  which  have 
been  already  made  upon  a  subject 
which  promises  to  be  of  such  fre- 
quent advantage. — Jour,  des  Prog. 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  3,  1828. 

BOSTON     MEDICAL     DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  April,  1S28. 

The  month  was  cold  throughout. 
The  weather  was  clear  for  the  great- 
er part  of  the  second  week  ;  this  was 
succeeded  by  a  northeasterly  storm, 
which  continued,  with  occasional  falls 
of  rain,  uninterrupted  to  the  close  of 
the  month. 


Catarrhiis  communis 

. 

6 

ContLisio 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Dysenteria 

- 

- 

- 

Eczema 

- 

- 

- 

Enecia  cauma 

- 

- 

Fractura  sim 

plex 

- 

- 

Haemoptysis 

- 

- 

- 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole  number   of  cases,   6l.      Of 

Asthma  humidura    -         -  1 

Bex  convulsiva       -        -  1 


Ilelmiiithia  alvi  lumbricoides  2 

Hydrops          -         -  -  1 

Icterus  spasmodicus  -  1 

Impetigo  localis       -  -  1 

Limosis  cardia'gia  -  -  1 

Mania  ferox    -         -  -  1 

Metrocelis  turgescens  -  1 

Ophthalmia    -         -  -  2  ' 

Paramenia  obstructionis  2 

do.         superflua  -  1 

Phlegmons      -         -  -  1 

Phthisis           -         -  -  1 

Pleuritis          ...  2 

Pneumonitis  vera    -  -  12 

do.          notha  -  3 

Porrigo            -         -  -  1 

Sternalgia  chronica  -  1 

Struma            -         -  .  3 

Vaccinia         -         -  -  6 

Varix  diffusum         -  -  1 

Vulnus  laceratum    -  -  1 

Excepting  the  6  cases  of  Vaccinia, 
the  remaining  patients  were,  males 
25,  females  30  ;  23  cases  were  under 
10  years  of  age;  the  remainder  were 
mostly  adults.  22  cases  were  of 
acute  pulmonary  disease  ;  of  these  9 
were  under  6  years  of  age. 

The  cases  of  pleuritis  and  pneu- 
monitis vera,  were  with  a  few  excep- 
tions more  mild  than  those  which 
occurred  the  preceding  month.  Ve- 
nesection was  practised  in  but  one 
case  in  each  of  these  diseases.  As 
in  the  last  month,  our  chief  reliance 
was  on  tart,  antimony,  which  was 
carried  in  some  cases  to  nine,  and  in 
one  case  to  twelve  grains  a  day,  in 
divided  doses.  If  vomiting  take 
place,  it  does  not  often  continue  after 
the  third  or  fourth  dose  ;  a  free  dia- 
phoresis generally  follows,  sometimes 
accompanied  by  catharsis  ;  but  as  M. 
Laennec  has  remarked,  resolution 
often  proceeds  as  rapidly  when  none 
of  these  evacuations  are  produced. 
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These  cases  all  terminated    favora- 
bly, or  are  now  convalescent. 

Hooping  cough  still  continues 
prevalent,  and  is  of  a  severe  kind. 
When  uncombined  with  pulmonary 
inflammation,  or  the  irritation  pro- 
duced by  teething,  the  vomiting 
which  often  succeeds  the  paroxysm 
will  usually  render  medical  treatment 
unnecessary.  Of  the  cases  of  this 
disease  mentioned  in  the  report  for 
March,  three  were  afterwards  at- 
tacked with  severe  inflammation  of 
the  lungs  about  the  third  week  ;  in 
one  of  these  violent  convulsions  took 
place,  and  death  followed.  The  re- 
maining case  also  proved  fatal  in  the 
sixth  week.  It  occurred  in  a  male 
child  aged  4  months,  who  was  affect- 
ed with  marasmus  to  a  very  extraor- 
dinary degree.  On  examinalii)n,  18 
hours  after  death,  the  lungs  appeared 
perfectly  healthy,  but  of  a  very  pale 
color,  as  weve  all  the  other  organs. 
The  bronchise  were  filled  with  a  thin 
frothy  fluid  ;  the  mucous  membrane 
was  pale,  and  no  traces  of  inflamma- 
tion could  be  found  on  any  portion. 
The  mesenteric  glands  were  much 
enlarged,  many  being  an  inch  in  dia- 
meter, and  very  hard.  Stomach  and 
bowels  had  no  n)arks  of  disease. 
J.  W.  McKean. 


EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  88  :  of 
these,  6  were  vaccinia,  and  4  were 
puerperal  ;  88  — 10=78  cases  re- 
quiring medical  or  surgical  treat- 
ment.    Of 

Abortus           -         -  -  1 

Arthrosia  acuta  artiium  -  3 

do,  do.      lumborum  1 

do.         chronica  lumborum  1 

Bex  convulsiva        .  -  8 

Bronchitis       -         -  -  1 

Catarrhus        -         -  -  9 

Caujua  -         -         -  -  2 

Cephalitis        -         -  -  1 

Cholera  biliosa        -  -  1 

Contusio  cruris        -  -  1 

do.        frontis       -  -  1 

do.        lateris      -  -  1 


Contusio  penis 
Coprostasis  constipata 
DiarrhfEa  mucosa   - 
Dyspepsia       -         -         - 
Enteritis  adhssiva 
Ephemera  acuta 
Gastritis  '         '         '. 

Helminthia  alvi  lumbricoides 
Herpes  labialis 
Leucorrhoea  communis    - 
Nephritis         _         -         - 
Odontia  dolorosa     - 
Ophthalmia  glutinosa 

do.         taraxis  acuta 
Paramenia  suppressio 
Paristhmitis  tonsillaris     - 

do.  maligna 

Phthisis  catarrhalis 
Pleuritis  -         -         - 

Pneumonitis  vera    - 

do.  notha - 

Porrigo  favosa 

do.      galeata 
Prurigo  senilis 
Scabies  papularis    - 

do.     purulenta     -         -         2 
Subluxatio  humeri  -  1 

Synochus        -         -         -  2 

Ulcus  vitiosum         -         -         2 


The  patients  under  puberty  were 
0.45  ;  adult  females  furnished  .35 
of  the  cases  of  acute  disease. 

0.55  of  the  medical  cases  were  of 
bronchial  or  thoracic  disease. 

The  cases  of  pulmonic  inflamma- 
tion were  of  unusual  severity.  The 
catarrh  was  mostly  an  inflammatory 
aff'ection  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  bronchiae,  occurring,  with  one 
exception,  in  very  young  children, 
and  attended  by  a  copious  secretion 
of  tough  and  ropy  mucus.  The  feb- 
rile symptoms  did  not  run  high, 
though  at  times  in  the  early  part  of 
the  evening  there  was  some  stupor, 
with  purplish  countenance  and  anx- 
ious expression,  and  great  frequency 
of  pulse  without  hardness.  The 
cases  might  better  be  referred  to  the 
Bronchitis  of  Charles  Hastings  than 
to  the  Catarrhus  of  Dr.  Good.  They 
were  easily  managed  by  a  free  vo- 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


253 


miting  and  purgins;  at  the  commence- 
ment, tlie  assiduous  use  of  tartarized 
antimony  witli  the  syrups  of  senega 
and  squill,  and  the  nightly  applica- 
tion of  cepisms  to  the  chest. 

The  cases  of  pneumonitis  were 
entrusted  to  a  management  similar  to 
the  preceding,  but  more  active.  Ve- 
nesection was  not  employed.  Tar- 
tarized antimony  was  exhibited  in 
the  largest  tolerable  doses,  in  some 
instances  to  the  extent  of  six  to  nine 
grains  a  day,  until  the  hardness  of 
the  pulse  was  reduced  ;  when  blis- 
tering and  pills  of  pulv,  antimonial., 
hydr.  submur.  and  opium  were  sub- 
stituted. In  the  cases  in  which  the 
mucous  secretion  was  abundant  and 
oppressive,  squill  was  added  to  these 
remedies. 

The  hooping  cough  was  very  for- 
midable. One  case,  complicated 
with  dentition,  was  fatal  :  convul- 
sions occurred  on  the  sixteenth  day, 
and  continued  till  the  nineteenth,  the 
day  of  death,  with  irrepressible  vio- 
lence, unmitigated  by  opiates,  prus- 
sic  acid,  baths,  &c.  Most  of  these 
cases  were  marked  by  great  pulmo- 
nic ititlummatjon,  and  required  the 
free  use  of  calomel,  autimonials  and 
vesication. 

Rheumatism  was  unusually  fre- 
quent, forming  the  distinct  disease, 
or  adding  to  the  sufferings  of  patients 
laboring  under  other  acute  affections. 
One  case  of  Arthrosia  acuta  artuum, 
was  of  a  child  aged  5  years  ;  the  an- 
kles and  knees  of  both  legs  were 
attacked  in  succession  ;  the  swelling 
and  pain  were  gieat,  and  this  was 
aggravated  to  an  intolerable  degree 
at  night.  In  the  reported  cases  the 
remedies  consisted  of  hydr.  submur. 
gr.  i. — ij.  cum  pulv.  colcliici  grs.  v, 
6tis  horis,  continued  till  the  relief 
enabled  us,  or  symptoms  of  gastric 
irritation  warned  us,  to  desist  ;  when 
nocturnal  doses  of  Dover's  powder 
and  guaiacum  were  substituted.  The 
external  applications  were  cold  lo- 
tions for  a  day  or  two,  followed  by 
Jiniment.  caraphorat.  cum  aq.  am- 
moniae.  J.  G.  Stevenson. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of  cases,  49.      Of 

Abscess          -  -  -  1 

Ague  quotidian  -  -  1 

Burn       -         -  -  -  1 

Catarrh            -  -  -  6 

Chincough      -  -  -  4 

Cholera           -  -  -  1 

Consumption  -  -  2 

Diarrhoea        -  -  -  3 

Dropsy  -         -  -  -  1 

Dyspepsia       -  -  -  3 

Earache          -  -  -  1 

Erysipelas       -  -  -  1 

Hydrocephalus  -  -  1 

Lung  fever      -  -  -  2 

Menorrhagia  -  -  -  1 

Ophthalmia    -  -  -  1 

Quinsey           -  -  -  3 

Rheumatism  -  -  -  6 

Salt  rheum      -  -  -  2 

Scrofula           -  -  -  1 

Ulcers    -         -  -  -  2 

Whitloe          -  -  -  1 

Wounds           -  -  -  4 

The  case  of  Hydrocephalus  proved 
fatal,  after  an  unusually  rapid  course, 
and  on  the  first  occurrence  of  con- 
vulsions. The  cases  of  Consump- 
tion are  still  under  treatment.  The 
remaining  cases  have  been  cured  or 
relieved. 

The  term  catarrh  is  intended  to 
include  the  class  of  diseases  usually 
denominated  bronchitis,  viz.  inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  bronchige,  not  extending  to  the 
substance  of  the  li>ngs,  and  terminat- 
ing in  free  mucous  secretion.  A 
perfectly  appropriate  name  to  desig- 
nate this  ver}'  frequent  disease  seems 
still  among  the  desiderata  in  medical 
language.  E.  G.  Davis. 


WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole   number   of  cases,    57.      Of 

Arthrosia  acuta        -         -  2 

Bex  convulsiva        -         -  4 

Causis    -         -         -         -  2 

Cephalaea  gravans  •        -  1 
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Colica    -         -         -  -  1 

Dflirium  tremens    -  -  1 

Diarrlioea        -         -  -  1 

Dysenteria      -         -  -  1 

E.  syuoclius    -         -  -  6 

Ex.  prurigo     -         -  -  3 

Eryth.  erysipelatosum  -  6 

Empr.  pleuiitis        -  -  2 

do.     pneumonitis  -  1 

do.     pneumon.  notha  -  9 

L.  emesis        -         -  -  2 

L.  dyspepsia  -         -  -  2 

Lep.  psoriasis          -  -  1 

M.  Phtlii«is     ...  2 

Odont.  dentitionis  -  -  1 

Paramenia  diffic.     -  -  1 

do.         obstruct.  -  2 

do.         rentent.  -  1 

Prolapsus  ani           -  -  1 

Scrofula          -         -  -  2 

Vaccinia          .         -  -  2 

The  following  case  is  interesting 
from  the  sudden  cerebral  affection 
which  followed  the  use  of  a  small 
quantity  of  food,  taken  when  the  sto- 
mach was  not  in  a  fit  state  to  receive 
it,  although  it  had  ever  before  borne 
it  well,  even  when  taken  with  free- 
dom. 

On  the  2d  of  the  month,  was 
called  early  in  the   morning   to  visit 

Mrs. ,  aged  70.       She  was  of 

bilious-melancholic  temperament,  and 
had  for  many  months  been  feeble 
from  catarrhal  phthisis  ;  and  for  a 
few  days  previous  had  been  more 
unwell  from  a  slight  cold,  but  was 
about  her  room  as  usual.  The  re- 
port given  of  her  was,  that  on  the 
preceding  evenin|  she  took  her  usual 
opiate,  and  soon  after  requested 
something  to  eat,  and  chose  an  oys- 
ter. She  took  one  from  the  shell 
and  ate  it  without  any  condiment. 
Her  attendant,  after  carrying  her 
the  oyster,  left  the  room,  and  when 
she  returned,  (not  more  than  ten 
minutes  after,)  she  found  that  her 
"  actions  and  answers  to  questions 
were  strange."  The  attendant  im- 
mediately urged  her  to  go  to  bed, 
which  she  did,  but  during  the  night 
continued  delirious,  restless,  talka- 


tive, often  attempting  to  get  up. — 
At  6  o'clock,  A.  M.  found  her  on 
bed,  but  often  rising  up,  eye  wild 
and  glaring,  motions  quick,  and  with 
a  truly  maniacal  appearance.  Her 
memory  was  much  impaired  ;  and, 
on  attempting  to  answer  questions, 
after  uttering  one  or  two  words,  she 
appeared  lost  and  could  not  get 
through  with  the  sentence.  She 
complained  of  no  pain  ;  had  consi- 
derable disturbance  of  digestive  or- 
gans ;  tongue  coated  ;  loathing  of 
food  ;  pulse  and  skin  as  usual  ;  some 
thirst  ;  bowels  regular  ;  no  numbness 
nor  loss  of  power  in  any  part ;  vision 
and  hearing  perfect.  The  cerebral 
affection  subsided  in  a  few  days  un- 
der the  use  of  cathartics,  vesication 
on  the  temples,  sinapisms  to  the  feet, 
and  a  liquid  farinaceous  diet.  IMore 
active  remedies  were  avoided  on  ac- 
count of  the  debilitated  state  of  the 
system.  J.  H.  Lane. 


SOUTHERN    DISTRICT. 

Whole  number   of  cases,  68 
Abortus  -         -         _ 

Arthrosia  acuta 

do.         chronica 
Bex  convulsiva 
do.  humida    -         -         - 
do.  licca        .         -         _ 
Cauma   -         -         -         - 
Causis    -         -         -         - 
Cephalea  hemicrania 
Colica  rhachialgia  - 
Coprostasis     -         -         - 
Delirium  tremens    - 
Dyspepsia       -         -         - 
Erythema  erysipelatosum 
(jiastro  enteritis  chronica 
Helminthia     -         -         - 
Hepatitis  acuta 

do.  chronica 

Odontia  dentitionis  lactantiura  2 
do.  do.        puerilis       1 

do.       dolorosa  cariosa 
do.  do.       catarrhalis 

Ophthalmia  acute    - 
Paracyesis  uter.  hem. 
Paramenia  obslructio.  sup 


Of 


do. 


do.       emansio  1 
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Parlsthmitis  tonsill 

aris 

- 

2 

Parturition 

- 

- 

4 

Pleuritis  mediastina 

- 

1 

(JO.       vera 

- 

- 

2 

Pneumonitis    - 

- 

- 

4 

Subluxatio 

- 

- 

1 

Struma  vulg.  - 

- 

- 

1 

Thlasma  contusio 

- 

- 

1 

Ulcus     - 

- 

- 

1 

Urticaria 

- 

- 

2 

Vaccinia 

- 

- 

2 

Vuluus  - 

- 

. 

1 

18    males.       9    adults — 9    children. 
50  females.     32  adults — 18  children. 
Charles  T.  Hilereth. 


SOUTH  BOSTOX  DISTRICT 

Includes  Sea  Street,  where  most  of 
the  cases  occurred.  The  following 
are  all  which  have  been  treated  be- 
tween January  12th,  1828,  and  the 
1st  of  May.  Number  of  cases,  59.  Of 

Arthrosia        -         -  -  1 

Bex  convulsiva        -  -  2 

do.  humida   -         -  -  2 

Bronchitis       -         -  -  4 

Catarrhus       -         _  -  3 

Causis    -         ...  2 

Coprostasis  obstipata  -  3 

Dysmenorrhcea        -  -  1 

Dyspepsia       -         -  -  2 

Enteritis         -         -  -  2 

Ephemera  acuta      -  -  3 

Epilepsia  cerebralis  -  1 

Helminthia     -         -  -  4 

Icterus           -         -  -  1 

Ophthalmia  tnraxis  -  3 

Paralysis  particularis  -  1 

Paramenia  obstructionis  1 

Parotitis         -         -  -  2 

Parturitio        -          -  _  3 

Phthisis           -         -  -  1 

Pneumonia     -         -  -  6 

P.  notha         -         -  -  2 

Porrigo            -         -  -  1 

Struma            -         -  -  1 

S.  mesenterica         -  -  1 

Vaccinia         -  -  5 

The  inflammatory  diseases  of 
adults  yielded  more  rapidly  than  is 
common  to  antimony,  calomel,  ipe- 


cac, and  colciiicum.  Blisters  were 
very  rarely  required.  Venesection 
and  leeches  were  not  employed. 
These  diseases  occurred  after  some 
damp  cold  days,  which  were  suc- 
ceeded by  good  weather,  on  the  se- 
cond or  third  day  of  the  respective 
diseases. 

The  Paralysis  particularis  was  the 
only  symptom  of  disorder  in  a  stout 
female  domestic,  habituated  to  night 
suppers  and  good  living:  it  occurred 
in  the  ankles,  and  was  relieved  after 
several  days'  purging.  There  were 
two  deaths  ;  one  from  Struma  me- 
senterica in  a  patient  three  months 
old  ;  the  other  from  Bex  convulsiva 
after  nine  weeks'  treatment  with 
squills  and  castor  oil  ;  medical  advice 
having  been  asked  only  three  days 
before  the  termination. 

HoKATio  Robinson. 


To  Correspondents. — A  commu- 
nication has  been  received  from  Dr. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  which  will  appear 
in  the  next  number. 


WEEKLY    report  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  May  23,  at  noon. 


May  17. 

Clarissa  Foristall, 

10  mo. 

Abigail  D.  Appleton, 

26  yrs. 

Deborah  INIaxfield, 

43 

John  Cleverly, 

23 

18. 

Owen  McGrath, 

11  days 

Mary  Sawyer, 

57  yrs. 

Isaac  Wvman,  (drowned 

April  22d,) 

22 

19. 

Mary  Curtis, 

26 

Bill  Vose, 

76 

Charles  H.  Reed, 

20  mo. 

Rosanna  B.  Whitman, 

11 

20. 

Samuel  Emerson, 

[35  yrs. 

21. 

Gad  H.  Gardner, 

20 

Mary  Jane  Ladd, 

19 

Mary  Ann  Hurd, 

9  mo. 

22. 

Ann  JMash, 

44  yrs. 

23. 

Morris  Kennepeck, 

27 

Thomas  Leach, 

71 

Apoplexy,  1 — childbed,  1 — consumption,  4 
— cancer,  1 — drowned,  1 — fits,  1 — hooping- 
cough,  1 — inflammation  on  the  lungs,  1 — in- 
flammation in  the  head,  1 — liver  complaint,  1 
— lung  fever,  2 — pleuritis,  1 — white  swelling,  1 
— unknown,  1.  Males,  9 — females,  9.  Still- 
born, 1.    Total,  19. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 
THIS  day  published  bv  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  xMEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Ph3'sicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
era  Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
&c.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following;  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
JefiVies,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freaman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

"  Thou  shalt  lie  down 
Withpatriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kings, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good. 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  vols — Price  $  5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Win- 
let  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  sprin»  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  among  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'"  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  &c.  &c. 

C.  VV.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Mediciue,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 


are  requested  to  pay  tlieir  bills,  as  recent- 
ly presented,  either  at  tlvis  office  or  to  one 
of  the  following  agents. — Barnel  Peters, 
Portland,  Me. ;  Charles  Coffin,  Postmas- 
ter, Buxton,  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Francis^ 
New-York,  N.  Y. ;  77to.  O.  H.  Croswd, 
Postmaster,  CatskiU,  N.  Y.  ;  R.  H.  Small, 
or  John  Mortimer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Gi- 
deon B.  Smith,  Patriot  office,  Baltimore, 
Md.  ;  Lemuel  Dwellc,  Augusta,  Ga. ; 
Drake  Si  Conclin,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 
14th  day  of  next  month  the  price  of  the 
5th  volume,  as  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $2,62  1-2. 

NATHAN  JARVIS 

HAS  purchased  the  stock  of  Drugs 
and  Medicines,  and  taken  the  store 
lately  kept  by  Mr.  Henry  White,  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  No.  188,  Washington 
Street,  and  he  hopes  b\'  constant  personal 
attention  at  all  hours  to  receive  the  pat- 
ronage which  has  formerly  been  given  to 
this  establishment.  6t. 
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NOTICE. 

UBSCRIBERS  who  are  still   indebted 
for  the    Boston  Medical  Intelligencer, 


LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

OR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,   Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  izc. 

"  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  bj'  Bart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, and  it  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWFR  &  BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 

*^*  Soda,  Rochelle   and  other    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 
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I. 

MORBID  EFFECTS    OF    DENTITION. 

By  James  Jackson,  M.D. 

Continued  from  p.  247. 

XXVI.  But  although  the  seat 
of  disease  is  in  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  the  symptoms  which  arise 
from  it  are  also  displayed  else- 
where. The  countenance  grows 
pale,  and  the  flesh  flabby.  The 
fat  is  rapidly  absorbed  ;  the  skin 
often  hangs  in  folds,  it  grows  dry, 
and  in  some  spots  its  surface  be- 
comes grim  and  dirty.  The  skin 
on  the  forehead  grows  tight,  and 
appears  bound  to  the  bone,  as  the 
disease  advances  ;  the  eyes  are 
sunk,  but  look  large  and  bright  ; 
the  full  blue  eye  appears  often  to 
acquire  new  brilliancy;  the  cheeks 
fall  in,  and  the  nose  is  compara- 
tively sharpened  ;  while  the  lips 
assume  the  shrivelled  appearance 
of  old  age. 

XXVII.  Under  these  circum- 
stances a  figure  is  often  present- 
ed, which  calls  for  the  pencil  of 
a  master,  and  of  which  I  cannot 

17 


give  even  a  sketch  with  justice. 
The  child  lies  asleep  in  its  crib, 
cold  amid  the  load  of  woollen  in 
which  he  is  wrapped,  unless  dur- 
ing a  febrile  paroxysm,  when  an 
arid  warmth  is  spread  over  him  ; 
his  limbs  so  peculiarly  dead  ia 
their  appearance,  that  it  would 
seem  tliat  life  was  preserved  only 
in  its  sacred  temple  in  the  centre 
of  this  "  little  world  ;"  his  coun- 
tenance more  than  deathly,  and 
with  which  the  visage  of  pulmon- 
ary consumption  will  scarcely 
compare  ;  his  pulses  quick  and 
wiry,  and  his  respiration  scarcely 
to  be  heard.  So  strongly,  under 
these  circumstances,  are  the  cha- 
racters of  death  im[)ressed  on  the 
little  subject,  that  the  inexperi- 
enced observer  cannot  doubt  that 
a  (e\v  hours  will  decide  the  case 
for  ever.  That  the  appearances 
have  been  the  same  for  days,  and 
even  sometimes  for  weeks,  seems 
to  him  impossible. 

XXVIII.  But  the  patient  is 
wonderfully  altered  when  he 
wakes.      There   is   not   perhaps 
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any  case,  ^here  the  distinction  of 
animal  and  organic  life,  and  their 
nearly  independent  existence,  is 
more  strongly  marked.  His  clear 
eye  seems  to  view  the  objects 
around  him  with  a  peculiar  intel- 
ligence. With  the  utmost  deci- 
sion he  chooses  the  pleasant,  and 
rejects  the  offensive  things,  which 
are  offered  to  him.  He  seems 
almost  to  tell  you,  by  his  actions, 
that  his  stomach  is  faint,  and  sink- 
ing, and  distressed  ;  that  the  call 
for  something  to  support  it  is 
most  painfully  imperious  ;  but  that 
the  appetite  can  scarcely  find  an 
article,  which  does  not  disgust  it. 
The  child  is  not  disposed  to  make 
exertions  ;  but  when  he  does, 
there  is  often  displayed  a  mo- 
mentary energy  of  will,  altoge- 
ther disproportioned  to  the  other 
appearances  about  him.  He  does 
not  express  pleasure  ;  and,  at  the 
most,  only  assents  to  what  pleases 
him  ;  but  he  frets  at  what  disap- 
points him,  and  scolds  most  sharp- 
ly at  what  offends  him.  This  is 
a  state  of  mind  which  seems  pe- 
culiarly to  attend  a  feeble  and 
irritable  state  of  stomach  in  sub- 
jects of  all  ages. 

XXIX.  In  this  situation  the  pa- 
tient may  continue  for  weeks, 
with  some  fluctuations,  and  at 
length  recover.  Where  the  event 
is  fatal,  the  progress  is  in  some 
more,  in  others  less  rapid  ;  and 
there  is  great  variety  in  the 
course  of  the  symptoms.  The 
limits  prescribed  to  this  paper  do 
not  permit  a  description  of  this 
variety.  When  death  ensues  to 
the  feeble  state,  which  has  been 
described,  the  patient  shrinks  still 
more,  and  the  countenance  grows 
yet  more  sharp  and  hollow  ;  or  it 
becomes  bloated,  and  has  a  ful- 
ness, which  deceives  only  the 
most    careless    observer.      The 


mouth  is  affected  with  aphthse  ; 
and  partly  from  this  cause,  and 
partly  from  muscular  debility, 
the  patient  is  incapable  of  swal- 
lowing more  tlwin  a  few  drops  of 
liquid  at  a  time.  The  animal 
powers  now  also  fail,  the  senses 
and  the  will  are  gone,  the  patient 
becomes  torpid  or  comatose,  but 
is  often  cruelly  roused  by  short 
but  excruciating  pains  in  the  bow- 
els. The  feeble  powers  of  life 
are  at  length  surrendered,  when 
they  can  scarcely  allow  to  death 
the  glory  of  a  triumph. 

XXX.  There  remain  some 
symptoms,  Avhich  have  not  been 
noticed,  or  not  distinctly.  It  has 
been  stated  that  aphthae  often  ap- 
pear, when  the  patient  is  in  a 
very  advanced  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. But  there  is  another  affec- 
tion of  the  mouth,  which  often 
commences  this  disease,  and  some- 
times comes  on  in  the  course  of 
it.  It  is  often  confounded  with 
aphthffl  in  description,  but  is  a 
very  distinct  affection.  By  the 
vulgar  it  is  called  canker,  a  name 
which  they  obtained  from  some  of 
our  predecessors.  It  has  been 
very  appropriately  termed  ulcus- 
cula  oris.  It  sometimes  com- 
mences with  little  vesicles  ;  per- 
haps always,  but  the  epidermis  is 
so  tender  that  they  are  very  soon 
ruptured.  They  then  present  the 
appearance  of  slight  ulcers,  are 
perfectly  circular,  except  where 
several  run  together  ;  have  their 
bases  white,  and  are  surrounded 
by  red  lines  or  rings.  These  ul- 
cers are  seated  on  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  tongue,  gums, 
and  of  every  part  of  the  mouth. 
In  some  cases  that  membrane  is 
very  much  swollen  and  inflamed 
in  the  intermediate  spaces ;  and 
then  the  ulcers,  instead  of  appear- 
ing superficial,  acquire    a  depth 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


259 


from  the  elevation  of  their  bor- 
ders. The  pain  and  soreness  at- 
tending this  affection  are  very  va- 
rious, and  do  not  always  seem 
proportioned  to  the  apparent  vio- 
lence of  the  disease.  In  all  cases 
eating  occasions  pain  ;  but  some 
children  are  not  at  all  limited  in 
the  quantity  of  food  by  this  pain, 
while  others  can  scarcely  be  per- 
suaded to  admit  the  mildest  li- 
quids into  their  mouths,  even 
when  they  have  an  appetite. 

XXXI.  These  little  ulcers  of 
the  mouth  are  by  no  means  pecu- 
liar to  children  affected  with 
cholera  infantum.  They  very  often 
accompany  this  disease  ;  but  they 
also  constitute  a  distinct  affection; 
are  of  frequent  occurrence  with 
some  adults  ;*  and  affect  children 
of  ail  ages,  though  more  frequent- 
ly while  teething.  They  are  seen 
in  every  season,  and  sometimes 
constitute,  for  a  few  weeks,  the 
prevailing  complaint  among  child- 
ren, especially  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer. f  In  children  they 
are  accompanied  by  a  symptoma- 
tic fever,  which  is  attended  with 
great  heaviness,  and  lasts  three 
or  four  days,  and  even  more. 
Partly  from  the  severity  of  the 
disease,  and  partly  from  the  want 
of  food,  children  not  only  lose 
strength,  but  also  a  vast  deal  of 
flesh,  by  this  disease,  even  when 
it  exists  alone. 

XXXII.  The  pain,   which  at- 

*  In  adults  this  affection  is  commonly 
symptomatic.  It  attends  feeble  women 
•who  have  nursed  loo  long ;  when  it  is  ac- 
companied by  dyspepsia.  It  is  probably 
occasioned  by  the  dyspepsia  ;  for  it  often 
occurs  in  the  subjects  of  that  disease. 

t  In  the  &prin°^  of  1809,  while  the  mea- 
sles prevailed  in  this  place,  this  disease 
was  also  very  frequent ;  and  in  a  number 
of  instances  the  same  subjects  underwent 
both  diseases.  Among  these,  the  affec- 
tion of  the  mouth  was  often  the  most  se- 
Tere  disease. 


tends  cholera  infantum,  has  not 
been  distinctly  noticed  in  the  pre- 
ceding remarks.  Cases  are  some- 
times seen,  in  which  there  is  very 
little  or  no  pain  ;  and  this  symp- 
tom is  not  a  constant  attendant 
in  any  case.  In  most  instances, 
however,  it  is  very  frequent,  and 
often  extiemely  severe,  appear- 
ing to  arise  from  spasmodic  affec- 
tions of  the  stomach  or  bowels. 
It  is  sometimes  agonizing  in  bad 
cases  of  the  disease.  It  may 
here  also  be  mentioned  that  gene- 
ral affections  of  both  the  convul- 
sive and  spasmodic  kinds,  which 
are  called  tits,  are  not  uncommoa 
in  this  disease.  They  appear  to 
arise  from  two  causes  ;  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  gums,  and  irritation  of, 
or  pressure  on  the  stomach.  Oc- 
casionally, convulsions  precede 
death  in  fatal  cases. 

XXXIII.  The  duration  of  this 
disease  is  very  various.  It  is 
commonly  so  severe,  that  some 
medicines  are  employed  for  re- 
lief, whether  a  physician  be  em- 
ployed or  not ;  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  serious  case,  in 
which  the  operations  of  nature 
have  not  been  intentionally  con- 
trolled. A  few  cases  occur  eve- 
ry year,  in  which  the  attack  of 
the  disease  is  sudden  and  violent, 
and  death  ensues  at  the  end  of  ten 
or  fourteen  days,  or  even  sooner. 
But  commonly,  the  severe  symp- 
toms are  removed  in  a  few  clays, 
if  assistance  be  given  early. 
"NV'hen  the  disease  has  continued 
for  some  time,  so  that  the  vigour 
of  the  patient  is  much  impaired, 
it  is  often  obstinate.  In  all  cases, 
although  the  recovery  has  been 
very  perfect,  the  disposition  to 
the  disease  continues,  after  it  has 
once  been  produced  ;  and  relapses 
will  occur,  without  the  greatest 
precaution,   until  the    middle   of 
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October,  and  even  later.  The 
disease  not  only  returns,  but  it 
grows  more  obstinate  also.  A 
few  cases  may  be  seen  every  au- 
tumn, in  which  by  the  greatest 
care  the  subjects  are  kept  alive 
through  many  days,  and  even  for 
three  or  four  weeks  in  a  state  so 
low,  that  life  is  constantly  des- 
paired of,  and  yet  health  is  at 
lensjth  regained. 

XXXIV.  The  following  is  an 
enumeration  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  essential  features  of 
Cholera  Infantum,  and  may  serve 
as  a  definition.  Appetite  and  di- 
gestion much  impaired  ;  frequent 
vomiting  of  food,  or  of  bile,  or  of 
mucus,  or  of  all  these  variously 
mixed  ;  frequent  stools  in  which 
faeces  are  rarely  found  except  in 
small  quantities  ;  emaciation  ; 
irregular  febrile  paroxysms  ;  and 
occasionally  severe  abdominal 
pains  ;  occurring  during  the  period 
of  dentition. 

Appearances  on  Dissection. 

XXXV.  The  following  are  the 
appearances,  which  have  been 
observed  in  examining  a  number 
of  cases.*  The  body  is  emaciat- 
ed, often  very  much.  In  some 
cases  the  abdomen  is  full  and 
tense,  and  especially  about  the 
region  of  the  liver.  The  contents 
of  the  cranium  have  not  usually 
been  examined.  The  viscera  of 
the  thorax  have  been  found  in 
good  order.  In  the  abdomen  the 
liver  has  sometimes  been  found 
very  large,  so  as  to  occupy  two- 
fifths  of  that  cavity  ;  but  this  vis- 
cu3  has  not  presented  any  other 
marks  of  disease,  unless,  indeed, 

*  These  examinations  have  bern  marie 
durinj  several  years  past  in  common  by 
Dr.  J.  C.  Warren  and  myself;  and  occa- 
•ionally  with  the  asoistance  of  various 
profHssional  frieadi. 


it  may  in  one  or  two  cases  have 
been  rather  more  firm  and  solid 
than  natural.  The  gall-bladder 
has  not  had  any  peculiar  appear- 
ances. It  has  been  found  distend- 
ed and  flaccid,  with  dark  green 
bile,  and  also  with  bile  which 
was  much  more  pale  than  natural, 
and  comparatively  colorless.  The 
spleen  and  pancreas  have  not 
commonly  been  distinguished  by 
any  thing  peculiar. 

XXXVl.  The  peritoneal  coat 
of  the  intestines  has  in  its  greater 
part  been  found  healthy  ;  in  some 
cases  altogether  so  ;  but  in  most 
cases  some  few  spots  or  portions 
of  it  have  been  discolored  in  con- 
sequence of  a  distension  of  the 
small  vessels  going  to  supply  the 
internal  membranes  or  coats.  Also 
in  one  or  two  cases  an  inflamed 
line  has  appeared  on  each  of  two 
contiguous  folds  of  intestine  just 
above  their  line  of  contact.  In 
every  case  marks  of  disease  have 
been  discovered  on  the  mucous 
membrane.  In  the  stomach  there 
have'usually  been  discovered  one 
or  two  small  spots,  of  an  irregular 
shape,  in  which  the  mucous  mem- 
brane was  red,  inclining  a  little  to 
a  purple.  The  membrane  in 
these  places  has  not  been  much 
if  at  all  swollen.  The  stomach  is 
commonly  lined  with  an  adhesive 
mucus.  In  the  duodenum  there 
have  invariably  been  found  one  or 
more  spots  much  larger  than  in 
the  stomach,  in  which  the  mucous 
mea)brane  has  been  considerably 
inflamed,  and  for  the  most  part 
swollen.  In  almost  every  case 
such  an  inflamed  patch  has  been 
found  ot  the  vejy  commencement 
of  the  duodenum.  In  other  parts 
of  the  small  intestines  other  such 
inflamed  portions  of  the  same 
membrane  have  been  seen  in  eve- 
ry case,  varying  in  size.     These 
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diseased  portions  of  the  mucous 
membrane  have  corresponded 
with  the  discolored  portions  of  the 
peritoneal  coat.  In  the  large  in- 
testines it  is  rare  to  discover 
marks  of  disease  ;  but  such  have 
sometimes  been  discovered,  and 
particularly  where  dysenteric 
symptoms  had  existed.* 

XXXVII.  The  contents  of  the 
intestines  have  consisted  of  faecu- 
lent  matter  and  of  mucus,  some- 
times without  bile,  but  usually 
colored  either  yellow  or  green 
by  that  fluid.  These  matters  are 
found  uniformly  spread  over  the 
intestine,  with  some  lumps,  such 
as  are  often  discharged  in  this 
disease.  These  lumps  consist  of 
small  portions  of  fascal  matter  in- 
volved in  a  much  larger  quantity 
of  hard  adhesive  mucus,  the  faecu- 
lent  matter  forming  the  nucleus  of 
the  ball.  The  substances  which 
have  been  described  are  very 
abundant  in  quantity,  even  in  cases 
where  it  has  been  thought  the 
patients  were  kept  well  evacu- 
ated. The  intestines  are  also 
much  distended  with  wind  in  some 
cases  ;  and  when  the  abdomen  has 
been  enlarged,  it  has  generally 
been  owing  to  this  cause.  Undi- 
gested food  has  not  commonly 
been  found  ;  for  in  the  latter  stage 
of  life  the  patients  rarely  take 
any  nourishment,  except  in  a  li- 
quid form. 

Of  the  Causes  of  Cholera  Infantum. 

XXXVIII.  In  treating  of  the 
causes  of  the  disease  last  describ- 
ed, we  will  endeavor  to  confine 
ourselves  to  what  is  derived  from 
observation  and  experiment,  wilh- 

*  In  one  case  the  membrane  throughout 
the  larg'p  intestines  showed  strong'  marks 
of  inflammation,  and  had  frequent  small 
ulcerations,  resembling  the  ulcuscula  oris 
or  canker  spots  in  th«  mouth.     See  i  xxx. 


out  engaging  in  any  hypothetical 
speculations.  The  causes  may  be 
divided  into  the  remote  and  the 
proximate.  Among  the  remote 
causes  we  shall  not  regard  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  predisponent  and 
exciting  causes,  seeing  that  the 
same  may  sometimes  be  classed 
under  the  one  and  sometimes  un- 
der the  other  head. 

XXXIX.  The  principal  remote 
causes  may  be  comprehended  un- 
der five  heads,  viz.  dentition,  the 
season,  improper  food,  restraint 
from  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and 
an  impure  atmosphere.  On  each 
of  these  we  will  briefly  comment. 

XL.  Dentition.  It  is  only  in 
teething  children  that  this  disease 
occurs.  It  is  often  produced  at 
the  time  when  one  or  more  of  the 
teeth  are  protruding  through  the 
gums,  and  at  this  time  an  inflam- 
mation is  frequently  observed  in 
the  portion  of  the  gums  imme- 
diately over  such  teeth.  At  this 
time  likewise  the  inflammation 
sometimes  extends  to  the  whole 
lining  membrane  of  the  mouth,  as 
described  in  section  xxx.  If  al- 
ready existing,  the  disease  is  ag- 
gravated at  the  time  when  any 
teeth  are  protruding. 

XLI.  The  disease  is  sometimes 
confounded  with  an  afll'ection  not 
uncommon  to  children,  previous 
to  the  age  of  dentition,  and  which 
frequently  occurs  even  in  the  first 
month.  In  this  aflfection  the  al- 
vine  discharges  are  frequent,  and 
consist  partly  of  faecal  matter  and 
partly  of  mucus  colored  with 
green  bile,  of  curdled  milk  and 
a  watery  fluid.  All  these  symp- 
toms are  referable  to  imperfecfc- 
digestion  in  the  patient,  and  may 
commonly  be  traced  to  some  error 
of  diet,  or  to  general  debility  and 
indigestion,  in  the  nurse.  In  some 
cases  they  have  appeared  to  be 
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owing  to  the  child's  taking  too 
much  food  habitually,  and  not 
throwing  off  the  superabundance, 
as  most  infants  do.  But  this  af- 
fection is  readily  distinguished 
from  the  disease  under  considera- 
tion. For  first,  there  is  generally 
a  considerable  mixture  of  fa;cu- 
lent  matter  in  the  discharges,  al- 
though not  of  a  healthy  color. 
And  secondly,  it  is  evident  that 
sufficient  food  is  digested  to  afford 
nourishment  to  the  patient,  for  the 
growth  and  vigor  increase  almost 
as  rapidly,  as  if  this  disorder  did 
not  exist.  When  the  general 
health  does  suffer  in  these  cases, 
it  is  commonly  in  consequence  of 
the  unnecessary  exhibition  of  re- 
medies to  the  child  ;  when,  if  any 
remedies  are  required,  they  are 
required  only  for  the  nurse. 

XLII.  Although  dentition  must 
be  acknowledged  as  one  of  the 
necessary  causes  of  the  cholera 
of  infants,  yet  these  subjects  are 
not  equally  liable  to  the  disease 
at  all  stages  of  that  process.  The 
first  teeth  which  pierce  the  gums 
in  most  cases  are  the  two  middle 
incisors  of  the  lower  jaw.  The 
passage  of  these  teeth  is  much 
less  frequently  attended  with  ei- 
ther pain  or  constitutional  irrita- 
tion, than  that  of  the  other  teeth. 
Accordingly  this  disease  rarely 
occurs  before  the  eighth  or  ninth 
month. 

XLIII.  Likewise  this  disease 
seldom  commences  in  children 
who  are  past  eighteen  months. 
At  this  age  infants  have  still  a 
number  of  the  temporary  or  milk 
teeth,  remaining  within  the  gums; 
on  an  average  they  have  six  or 
eight  teeth  in  this  situation,  and 
the  passage  of  these  teeth  is  often 
attended  with  some  disorder  of  the 
primae  viae,  and  often  with  violent 
constitutional   irritation.      There 


seem  to  be  two  reasons  why  the 
cholera  infantum  does  not  more 
frequently  affect  children  past 
eighteen  months.  One  is,  that 
children  at  this  age  are  able  to 
run  about  freely  ;  and  thus  they 
acquire  vigor  by  exercise,  while 
they  are  not  easily  confined  in  an 
impure  atmosphere.  The  other 
is  that  at  this  age,  in  subjects  pre- 
viously healthy,  the  stomach  be- 
comes more  capable  of  digesting 
food  of  various  kinds. 

XLIV.  The  season.  This  dis- 
ease occurs  sometimes,  though 
rarely,  in  April,  May,  and  June  ; 
that  is,  in  the  spring  season  of  our 
climate.  But  its  frequent  occur- 
rence is  in  July,  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  October;  that  is,  in  sum- 
mer and  autumn.  In  winter  the 
disease  never  commences  ;  and, 
even  in  cases  where  it  had  exist- 
ed with  great  severity,  its  vio- 
lence abates  in  November. 

XLV.  It  is  then  evident  that 
there  is  some  cause  operating  in 
the  summer  and  autumnal  seasons, 
favorable  to  the  production  of  this 
disease.  At  this  season  in  our 
climate,  and  in  climates  similar, 
serious  acute  diseases  are  more 
frequent,  than  in  other  seasons  of 
the  year  ;  especially  idiopathic 
fevers,  and  affections  of  the  chy- 
lopoietic  viscera.  Whether  there 
is  one,  or  whether  there  are  va- 
rious causes  belonging  to  this  sea- 
son, to  which  its  various  diseases 
may  be  attributed,  we  do  not  un- 
dertake to  consider.  Nor  shall 
we  inquire  in  what  manner  the 
season  operates  in  producing  any 
of  the  causes  of  disease.  This 
inquiry  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  many  distinguished  men  in  all 
ages,  and  if  it  be  not  decided  we 
do  not  flatter  ourselves  that  wo 
can  throw  any  new  light  upon  it. 
We  therefore  call  the  season  a 
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cause  of  this  disease,  intending 
that  this  term  shall  include  what- 
ever may  he  the  noxious  cause, 
or  causes,  that  arise  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  year,  which  has  beeu 
defined. 

XLVI.  On  this  head  we  will 
only  add  that  the  disease  under 
consideration,  and  indeed  acute 
diseases  generally,  have  in  this 
place  been  more  common  when 
the  summer  has  beeu  warm  and 
dry,  than  when  cool  and  moist. 
Such,  at  least,  have  been  the  re- 
sults of  the  author's  remarks,  but 
he  submits  them  with  diffidence. 
The  period,  during  which  they 
have  been  made,  has  not  been  suf- 
ficiently long  to  authorize  confi- 
dence. 

XLVII.  Improper  food  is  the 
next  among  the  remote  causes 
enumerated  in  section  xxxviii. 
That  food  is  improper,  which  the 
stomach  will  not  digest,  or  not 
without  difficulty.  The  best  food 
is  the  nurse's  milk  to  children 
who  are  affected,  or  who  are  lia- 
ble to  be  affected,  with  this  dis- 
ease. We  therefore  seldom  find 
this  disease  in  any  of  its  severe 
forms  among  infants  at  the  breast. 
A  child,  while  at  the  breast,  dur- 
ing the  warm  weather,  will  often 
digest  even  other  food  than  that 
obtained  from  the  nurse  much 
better,  than  after  he  is  weaned. 
These  considerations  might  lead 
us  to  inquire  under  what  condi- 
tions infants  should  be  taken  from 
the  breast.  But  on  this  head 
enough  has  already  been  stated  in 
sections  xx.  xxi.  Material  effects 
are  produced  by  other  errors  in 
diet,  beside  that  of  depriving  the 
child  of  the  nurse's  milk  at  an  im- 
proper age  or  season.  But  this 
subject  must  be  fully  considered, 
when  treating  of  the  cure  ;  to 
which  time  we  refer  it. 


XLVIII.  Restraint  from  exercise 
in  the  open  air.  Children,  who  are 
frequently  and  freely  in  motion  in 
the  open  air,  are  comparatively 
very  little  subject  to  the  cholera 
of  infants.  The  disease  is  most 
common  among  those  children  of 
the  rich,  who  are  bred  in  the  nur- 
sery, and  who  are  seldom  indulged 
in  the  use  of  the  open  air  ;  and 
among  the  children  of  those  poor 
who  live  in  single  apartments 
above  the  ground  floor,  or  who 
from  any  causes  are  unabl^  to 
keep  their  infants  much  abroad. 

XLIX.  tBn  impure  atmosphere. 
This  cause  is  very  frequently 
combined  with  the  last  ;  but  it  is 
also  found  to  be  injurious,  inde- 
pendent of  that.  What  consti- 
tutes the  impurity  of  atmosphere 
productive  of  this  disease,  we  do 
not  undertake  to  decide.  We 
can  only  say  that  it  is  such  as  is 
found  in  cities,  and  even  in  vil- 
lages, where  the  houses  are  very 
near  to  each  other.  In  such  situ- 
ations the  disease  is  much  more 
prevalent  than  in  the  open  coun- 
try, and  a  removal  from  the  for- 
mer to  the  latter  is  very  frequent- 
ly attended  with  the  most  happy 
effects  in  children  affected  with 
cholera. 

(To  be  continued.) 


II. 

An  Jlccount  of  the  Symptoms  in  the 
Case  of  the.  late  Dr.  Ezekiel  D. 
Cushing,  of  Hanover,  icith  th» 
.Appearances  on  Dissection. 

By  Benjamin  Lincoln,  M.D. 

The  following  account  of  th|5 
symptoms  in  the  case  of  the  late 
Dr.  Ezekiel  D.  Gushing,  of  Han- 
over, has  been  drawn  up  from 
several  sources,  and  is  by  no 
means  complete. 
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The  existence  of  severe  dis- 
ease in  the  intestines,  which  was 
not  indicated  during  life  ;  the  ab- 
sence of  all  traces  of  recent  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs,  although 
inflammation  of  that  organ,  as  well 
as  of  the  heart,  was  supposed  to 
be  clearly  indicated;  the  extreme 
irritability  of  the  stomach,  in  con- 
nexion with  ptyalism  ;  the  unna- 
tural position  of  the  omentum,  in 
connexion  with  obstinate  hic- 
cough ;  and  the  peculiarity  in  the 
structure  of  the  sphenoid  bone, 
in  connexion  with  epilepsy,  are 
facts  worth  preserving. 

More  than  a  year  ago.  Dr. 
Gushing  expressed  to  his  friends  a 
belief  that  his  health  was  declin- 
ing, but  was  not  able  at  that  time 
to  refer  this  eff'ect  to  any  cause. 

Six  or  eight  months  ago  his  sto- 
mach began  to  be  disordered,  as 
was  shown  by  spitting  of  food,  and 
occasional  vomiting  after  eating. 
Several  remedies,  among  which 
was  the  blue  pill,  were  tried,  but 
without  relief. 

For  several  months  before  his 
death,  he  was  observed  to  be 
much  in  the  habit  of  picking  his 
nose,  and  he  complained  of  an  of- 
fensive ulcer  there. 

During  the  months  of  January 
and  February  he  had  a  copious 
secretion  of  urine  with  increased 
thirst,  often  drinking  two  quarts 
of  water  and  passing  the  same 
quantity  of  urine  in  a  single  night. 
There  were  no  traces  of  sugar  in 
the  urine,  but  it  foamed  much 
when  voided.  For  this  complaint 
he  took  Griffith's  myrrh  mixture  ; 
with  what  eff'ect  is  not  known. 
While  this  increased  secretion  of 
urine  continued,  his  appetite  fail- 
ed and  he  became  somewhat  ema- 
ciated ;  but  his  strength  was  not 
seneibly  diminished.  He  was  able 


to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession, which  were  very  labor- 
ious. 

About  the  1st  of  March,  after 
a  day  of  unusual  fatigue,  he  was 
called,  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night, 
to  visit  a  patient  who  lived  twelve 
miles  off".  On  his  way  he  found 
himself  unable  to  whistle  to  his 
horse,  and  suspecting  a  paralytic 
aff'ection,  he  tried  to  speak,  but 
found  himself  unable  to  articulate 
distinctly  without  confining  the 
muscles  of  one  side  of  his  face 
with  his  hand. 

This  affection,  which  some  of 
his  medical  friends  regarded  ra- 
ther as  a  spasm  of  the  muscles  of 
one  side  than  as  a  palsy  of  those 
of  the  other,  disappeared  the  next 
day  wfthout  the  use  of  any  reme- 
dy except  cayenne  pepper  and 
rum  externally.  Immediately  af- 
terward, symptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs  came  on,  from 
which  he  was  in  a  great  measure 
relieved  by  venesection.  But  the 
relief  was  only  temporary.  Symp- 
toms of  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
soon  returned,  with  symptoms  of 
inflammation  of  the  heart,  and 
with  throbbing  in  the  head,  which 
he  represented  as  almost  insup- 
portable. At  this  time  he  was 
visited  by  Dr.  Thacher,  of  Ply- 
mouth, and  was  bled  freely,  with 
entire  relief  from  the  disorder  in 
the  head,  and  with  great  abate- 
ment of  the  symptoms  of  inflam- 
mation in  the  thorax.  A  dose  of 
jalap  and  calomel  was  given  at 
the  same  time,  which  brought  on 
ptyalism.  With  the  subsidence 
of  inflammation  and  access  of  pty- 
alism, great  irritability  of  the  sto- 
mach and  hemorrhage  from  the 
nose  came  on. 

On  the  23d  of  March  Dr. 
Doane,  of  Boston,  visited  him. 
The  most  urgent  symptom,  then, 
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was  great  irritability  of  the  sto- 
mach— almost  constant  nausea 
with  frequent  puking,  especially 
after  taking  food  ;  pulse  90  ; 
strength  sufficient  to  allow  him  to 
sit  up  and  receive  and  prescribe 
for  patients  ;  but  he  did  not  leave 
his  house. 

Small  blisters  over  the  sto- 
mach, often  repeated,  sulphate  of 
quinine,  laxatives  and  a  milk  diet, 
were  prescribed.  He  took,  very 
reluctantly,  two  doses  of  the  sul- 
phate of  quinine,  one, quarter  of 
a  grain  each,  but  complained  of 
great  oppression  and  sense  of 
stricture  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
thorax,  and  refused  to  take  any 
more.* 

On  the  30th  Dr.  Doane  saw 
him  again  with  Dr.  Ingalls.  The 
vomiting  was  then  more  urgent  ; 
bilious  ;  pulse  a  little  less  fre- 
quent than  on  the  23d  ;  strength 
so  much  diminished  that  he  was 
obliged  to  keep  his  bed.  Thirty 
grains  of  ipecacuanha  were  given, 
which  relieved  the  nausea  and 
vomiting  for  that  night  :  but  they 
returned  the  next  day. 

On  the  1st  of  March  a  mode- 
rath   diarrhoea   came    on ;   stools 


*  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
imagination  had  something  to  do  with  this 
sense  of  oppression.  Dr.  C.  had  never 
before  seen  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  but 
had  got  the  idea  that  it  was  a  medicine 
of  great  activity,  as  might  be  inferred 
from  his  taking  one  quarter  of  a  grain  in- 
stead of  two  grains  as  directed.  A  few 
days  before  he  had  taken  a  dose  of  a 
strong  infusion  of  cinchona,  and  was 
much  distressed  after  it ;  and  he  feared 
the  same  effect  from  taking  even  a  very 
small  dose  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  On 
the  30th  he  consented  to  take  a  larger 
dose  ;  two  grains  were  given,  in  two  une- 
qual fragments  of  a  large  pill,  of  which 
he  immediately  puked  up  by  far  the 
largest  part.  Nevertheless,  not  knowing 
this  fact,  he  soon  felt  the  same  sort  of  op- 
pression, in  a  deg^ree  proportional  to  the 
dose  taktn. 


small,  bilious,  and  very  offensive. 
Once  while  on  the  stool  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  bowels  ;  but 
had  not  before,  and  did  not  after- 
wards, not  even  when  they  were 
pressed  upon  with  considerable 
force.  Until  this  time  the  func- 
tions of  the  bowels  had  not  been 
at  all  disordered.  Pulse  about 
80,  regular,  and  with  a  good  de- 
gree of  strength  ;  countenance 
pale  and  death-like  ;  constant,  but 
not  profuse  hemorrhage  from  the 
nose  ;  breath  very  fetid — the  fe- 
tor of  putrid  blood  ;  frequent  vo- 
miting of  bile. 

An  infusion  of  columbo  was  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Macomber, 
of  Marshfield  ;  this  he  took  seve- 
ral times,  one  teaspoonful  every 
hour,  but  it  appeared  to  increase 
the  disposition  to  vomit,  and  was 
discontinued.  Angustura  bark  and 
quassia  were  tried  in  the  same 
quantity,  but  with  the  same  re- 
sult. Dr.  M.  recommended  the 
mucilage  of  gum  arabic  sweeten- 
ed with  loaf  sugar.  This  remain- 
ed on  the  stomach  better  than 
milk,  barley  water,  or  any  thing 
else,  and  he  continued  to  take  it 
in  small  quantities  as  his  principal 
food. 

2d.  Occasional  hiccough  ;  nau- 
sea and  vomiting  less  severe  ; 
countenance  not  so  pale  ;  has 
somewhat  a  brownish  yellow 
tinge  ;  no  dejection.  In  the  eve- 
ning, laxative  injections  were  giv- 
en without  any  operation.  Sleep 
much  distuibed  by  hiccough  and 
constant  running  of  blood  from  the 
nose  into  the  fauces. 

Hiccough  almost  constant 
through  the  day.  Sinapisms  werfe 
applied  over  the  stomach,  but  he 
complained  that  the  irritation  was 
more  than  he  could  bear,  and 
they  were  soon  removed.  A  small 
dose  of  laudanum  was  givenjWhich 
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checked  the  hiccough  for  a  short 
time.  There  was  a  slight  he- 
morrhage from  the  tongue  (and 
gums?}.  During  the  night  he 
was  exceedingly  restless  ;  con- 
stantly annoyed  by  hiccough  ;  no 
sleep  till  4  in  the  morning  of  the 
4th,  when  five  drops  of  laudanum 
being  given,  he  ceased  hiccough- 
ing and  fell  asleep  in  less  than 
twenty  seconds.  The  accumula- 
tion of  blood  in  the  fauces  pre- 
vented his  breathing  quietly,  and 
he  awoke  in  about  twenty  mi- 
nutes, as  restless  as  before.  Dur- 
ing the  night  and  the  succeeding 
day  he  was  slightly  delirious  at 
intervals. 

4th.  Very  restless  all  day;  con- 
stant hiccough  ;  hemorrhage  from 
the  nose  increases,  but  is  by  no 
means  profuse.  Has  had  no  se- 
cretion of  urine  for  two  or  three 
days.  In  the  afternoon  pulse  be- 
gins evidently  to  grow  more  fee- 
ble ;  regular  ;  about  eighty.  In 
the  evening  an  injection  of  milk 
and  arrow-root,  containing  twenty 
drops  of  laudanum,  was  given, 
and  ten  drops  of  laudanum  taken 
into  the  stomach.  This  produced 
about  one  hour's  repose  ;  after 
which  he  became  very  restless. 
Passed  a  restless  night  ;  had  seve- 
ral dejections,  all  of  which  con- 
tained coagula  of  blood  which 
came  from  the  nose. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th, 
after  a  short  convulsive  struggle, 
he  died. 

Examination,  commenced   eight 
hours  after  death. 

Jlbdomen. — The  omentum  turn- 
ed up  over  the  stomach  and  liver, 
and  lying  between  those  organs 
and  the  diaphragm. 

The  stomach  was  small  and  flab- 
by ;  the  coronary  veins  much  dis- 
tended ;  the   mucous   membrane 


very  easily  torn  and  separated 
from  the  muscular  coat ;  its  color 
for  the  most  part  is  tolerably  well 
represented  by  fig.  3.  pi.  I.  in 
No.  I.  of  the  Amer.  Journ.  of  the 
Med.  Sciences  ;  near  the  pylorus, 
however,  there  was  a  dark  circu- 
lar patch,  about  one  inch  in  dia- 
meter, where  it  scemeti  that  blood 
had  been  effused  between  the  mu- 
cous and  muscular  coats.  (Not 
certain.) 

CEsophagus  perfectly  healthy. 

The  intestines  were  much  con- 
tracted in  calibre  ;  the  rectum, 
five  or  six  inches  above  the  sphinc- 
ter, admitting  the  forefinger  with 
difficulty  ;  the  calibre  of  the  co- 
lon at  the  transverse  arch  not  ex- 
ceeding^ one  inch  in  diameter. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  in- 
testines was  diseased  throughout; 
covered  with  irregular,  dark,  or 
even  black  patches,  in  the  centre 
of  which  appeared  something  like 
a  little  ulcer,  with  raised  edges; 
but  on  examination  with  a  micros- 
cope, the  matter  contained  in 
these  apparent  ulcers  was  found 
not  to  be  pus,  but  something  re- 
sembling fibrin  ;  an  appearance 
new  to  all  the  gentlemen  present, 
and  not  easily  described. 

The  pancreas  was  diseased 
throughout  ;  not  much,  if  at  all 
enlarged,  but  very  hard  and 
crispy — scirrhous.  The  duct  was 
not  examined. 

The  gall-bladder  was  much  dis- 
tended with  bile,  having  nearly 
the  consistence  of  tar. 

No  other  traces  of  disease  were 
found  in  the  abdomen. 

Thorax. — About  a  pint  of  water 
in  the  cavity  of  the  pleura.  The 
lungs  at  tlieir  superior  part  ad- 
hered to  the  spine,  but  this  adhe- 
sion appeared  to  be  of  long  stand- 
ing, and  with  that  exception  no 
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trace  of  disease  whatever  could 
be  found  in  this  organ. 

The  heart  was  unusually  large; 
the  walls  of  the  left  ventricle 
very  thick  and  strong,  but  without 
any  marks  of  diseased  structure  ; 
the  valves  sound.  The  external 
ijurface  of  the  heart  was  covered 
with  coagulable  lymph,  and  in 
several  places  adhered  to  the 
pericardium. 

Head. — B  rain  perfectly  heal  thy 
except  a  few  minute  hydatids  in 
the  plexus  choroides  of  one  side. 

There  was  an  evident  peculiar- 
ity in  the  structure  of  the  bones 
forming  the  sella  turcica.  The 
posterior  clinoid  processes  were 
elongated,  apparently  by  an  extra- 
bone  or  a  cartilage.  The  space 
between  the  anterior  clinoid  pro- 
cesses was  remarkably  protube- 
rant ;  so  that  the  pituitary  gland, 
if  not  actually  pressed  upon,  was 
more  completely  surrounded  by 
bone  than  it  usually  is.* 

During  the  last  two  or  three 
days  of  his  life,  several  small 
pieces  of  bone  were  discharged 
with  the  coagula  from  his  nose. 
The  OS  nasi  of  the  right  side  came 
away  to  an  extent  sufficient  to 
give  an  obliquity  to  the  nose  which 
it  had  not  before. f 

Boston,  May,  1828. 


III. 

Further  Remarks  on  the  Paper  of 
Dr.  Hayward. 

By  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D. 

One    or   two    other  things,   inci- 
dently  alluded  to  in  my  paper  on 

*  Dr.  C.  had  been  subject  to  jlig^ht  at- 
tacks of  epilepsy'. 

+  K  paternal  aunt  of  Dr.  C.  is  now  suf- 
fering from  cancer  in  the  nose. 


re-vaccination,  have  also  been 
protested  against  by  Dr.  Hay- 
ward. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  influ- 
ence of  cutaneous  diseases.  If 
the  disease  of  the  skin  is  sufficient 
to  prevent  tbe  vaccine  vesicle 
from  assuming  its  characteristic 
appearance,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  it  interferes,  (as  would 
any  other  morbid  conditioncapable 
of  producing  this  effect)  with  the 
full  influence  of  vaccination.  From 
this  plain  truism  no  one  can  dis- 
sent. I  stated,  or  intended  to 
state  (for  this  subject  being  but 
casually  alluded  to,  was  express- 
ed in  terms  so  general  that  their 
meaning  might  easily  be  mistaken) 
I  stated  as  questionable,  what 
seems  to  be  the  notion  advanced 
by  Dr.  Gregory  in  one  of  his  re- 
cent papers,  namely,  that  although 
vaccination  appears  to  take  well, 
and  to  go  regularly  through  its  se- 
veral stages,  yet,  if  the  patient 
have  any  cutaneous  disease  at  the 
time,  his  system  is  thereby  pre- 
vented from  receiving  its  full  pro- 
tective action.  Two  reasons  are 
assigned  by  Dr.  H.  for  protesting 
against  what  1  said  on  this  subject, 
namely,  that  Dr.  Jenner  and  Dr. 
Gregory  taught  otherwise. 

If  Dr.  H.  understood  me  to  dis- 
sent from  the  truism  above  men- 
tioned, he  would  be  fully  justified 
in  setting  me  right  ;  but  if  not,  I 
cannot  think  him  correct  in  sup- 
posing that  Dr.  Jenner  taught  oth- 
erwise. He  taught  that  any  cu- 
taneous disease  capable  of  pre- 
venting the  virus  from  producing 
its  usual  effect  on  the  skin,  pre- 
vents also  its  effects  on  the  consti- 
tution ;  and  if  the  local  symptoms 
are  such  as  they  should  be,  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  impres- 
sion on  the  system.  Nay  more  ; 
even  should  any  eruption  produce 
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a  slight  Irregularity  in  the  vesicle, 
Dr.  J.  considered  it  no  interven- 
tion between  the  local  and  consti- 
tutional affection.  His  words 
are,  in  alluding  to  the  degree  of 
obstruction  occasioned  by  these 
diseases,  that  it  must  be  measured 
by  their  effect  on  the  vesicle, 
"  from  those  trifiing  deviations 
which  produce  no  impediment  to 
the  vaccine  security,  up  lo  that 
point  of  imperfection  which  affords 
no  security  at  all." 

In  the  second  place,  that  Dr. 
Gregory  thinks  otherwise  is  as 
good  an  argument  for  Dr.  H.  as  it 
would  be  in  favor  of  any  particu- 
lar doctrine  of  Phrenology  that 
Dr.  Spurzheim  believes  it ; — an 
argument  which  the  friends  of 
that  science  have  not  yet  found  it 
necessary  to  resort  to.  To  Dr. 
Gregory  the  profession  and  man- 
kind are  greatly  indebted  for  much 
information  respecting  the  vario- 
lous and  vaccine  diseases, — infor- 
mation which  has  been  the  fruit 
of  researches  conducted  on  an 
ample  field,  and  with  the  most 
benevolent  and  enterprising  spirit; 
but  some  of  his  refinements  seem 
scarcely  supported  by  general  ex- 
perience. Such  for  example,  is 
the  doctrine  above  alluded  to, 
respecting  cutaneous  diseases. 
Particular  circumstances  have 
placed  me  in  a  situation  to  notice 
the  influence  of  these  complaints 
on  the  various  phenomena  and  ef- 
fects of  vacciola;  and  I  have  seen 
no  facts  which  warrant  the  belief 
that  the  constitutional  protection 
is  more  affected  by  them,  than 
are  the  local  symptoms. 

The  only  remaining  point  in  my 
paper  objected  to  by  Dr.  II.  is 
the  opinion  there  expressed  that 
the  full  and  perfect  formation  of 
the  proper  vesicle  shows  that  the 
constitution  has  taken  the  disease. 


and, — as  a  natural  consequence  of 
this, — that  the  disturbance  of  the 
pustule  after  this  period^  is  not  of 
so  much  moment  as  has  been  ima- 
gined,— that  the  prophylactic  dis- 
ease is  not  thereby  cut  short  in  its 
career,  or  the  individual  left  uo- 
tected. 

Dr.  H.  on  the  other  hand,  be- 
lieves the  disease  to  be  entirely 
"  local,  till  the  virus  contained  in 
the  vesicle  has  been  absorbed  into 
the  system,"  and  that  this  absorp- 
tion does  not  take  place  till  be- 
tween the  8th  and  10th  day.  The 
support  offered  for  these  senti- 
ments, is  also  twofold — a  case, 
and  an  argument. 

The  case  is  this.  In  the  summer 
of  1816' he  vaccinated  an  infant  ; 
the  vesicle  formed  well  ;  on  the 
8th  day  matter  was  taken  from  it 
which  gave  the  disease  to  others; 
on  the  9th  day  she  took  cold,  and 
inflammation  around  the  vesicle, 
and  ulceration  followed.  During 
the  past  year  he  re-vaccinated  this 
child,  and  it  took  the  disease  per- 
fectly.— Now  from  the  regularity 
of  this  second  vaccination  Dr.  H. 
concludes  that  the  first  was  spu- 
rious and  left  the  infant  unprotect- 
ed; and  on  this  conclusion  he  builds 
his  doctrine  that  the  disease  is 
entirely  local  till  the  8th  or  10th 
day,  when  the  contents  of  the  ve- 
sicle are  absorbed,  and  constitu- 
tional or  protective  action  com- 
mences. In  drawing  this  conclu- 
sion, Dr.  H.  has  given  an  exam- 
ple of  the  fallacious  mode  of  rea- 
soning referred  to  in  my  last  paper. 
He  believes  vaccination  cannot 
take  a  second  time,  and  since,  in 
this  case,  he  found  the  re-vaccina- 
tion followed  by  the  regular  ap- 
peaiances,  he  concludes  the  for- 
mer was  spurious,  and  builds  on 
this  conclusion.  i3;sides,  in  an- 
other part  of  I:  r,  Dr.  H. 
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says,  "  But,  adaiitting  the  fact, 
that  a  vaccine  vesicle,  having 
most  if  not  all  the  characters  of 
the  genuine  one,  may  be  some- 
times produced  by  a  second  vac- 
cination, does  it  necessarily  follow 
that  the  patient  did  not  before 
have  the  disease,  and  that  he  was 
consequently  unprotected?  I  think 
not,  for  it  is  well  known  that  such 
a  vesicle  has  occasionally  been 
produced  by  vaccination  on  those 
who  have  had  the  smallpox  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner."  How 
then  can  he  found  any  belief — 
much  more  a  new  and  questiona- 
ble hypothesis — on  an  assumption 
which  he  distinctly  asserts  to  be 
erroneous?  This  case,  therefore, 
on  his  own  principles,  as  well  as 
the  common  principles  of  reason- 
ing, cannot  be  regarded  as  afford- 
ing any  support  to  his  objection,  or 
as  throwing  any  light  on  the  sub- 
ject in  discussion. 

The  argument  used  by  Dr.  H. 
is  the  analogy  of  syphilis.  Here 
too  I  apprehend  the  foundation  is 
weak,  as  there  is  little  if  any  re- 
semblance between  vaccinia  and 
syphilis.  One  has  its  regular  and 
natural  crisis  and  termination  ; 
the  other  pursues  its  course  with 
increasing  malignity,  until  arrest- 
ed by  powerful  medicines  ; — one 
acts  on  a  constitutional  suscepti- 
bility which  is  weakened  or  ex- 
hausted by  the  development  of 
the  disease  ;  the  other  leaves 
the  system  no  less  susceptible  of 
its  influence  than  before,  and  is 
taken  as  easily  and  effectually  the 
hundredth  time  as  the  first  ;  so 
in  most  other  respects,  the 
laws  of  the  two  diseases  are  en- 
tirely dissimilar,  and  discounte- 
nance any  analogy  whatever.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  principles 
against  which  Dr.  H.  protests, 
are   upheld  by  the   more   strict 


analogy  of  the  whole  catalogne  of 
eruptive  fevers.  The  infection 
of  smallpox,  for  example,  is  re- 
ceived by  the  lungs  and  gives  rise 
to  constitutional  action,  which,  in 
a  certain  time,  throws  out  the 
eruption  peculiar  to  that  malady. 
So  also  in  measles,  and  scarlatina, 
the  characteristic  exanthema /o/- 
loics  the  constitutional  disturbance 
produced  by  their  specific  infec- 
tions. Thus  I  apprehend  it  is 
with  cowpock  ; — the  infection  (or 
matter  inserted)  is  taken  into  the 
system  and  gives  rise  to  a  train  of 
actions,  which,  in  a  definite  time, 
eventuates  in  the  formation  of  a 
peculiar  vesicle,  capable,  like  the 
pustule  of  variola,  of  communicat- 
ing the  disease  to  others. 

Considering  therefore  the  opi- 
nions of  Dr.  H.  on  this  subject  er- 
roneous, and  the  grounds  adduced 
for  their  support  inadequate  to 
this  object,  I  must  still  believe 
that  the  sentiments  advanced  in 
my  former  paper,  are  correct. 
It  is  conceived  unnecessary  to  of- 
fer any  thing  further,  at  this  time, 
in  support  of  those  sentiments,  al- 
though strong  and  convincing  facts 
might  be  adduced.  Already  have 
been  related  many  instances  in 
which  a  second  vaccination  took 
effect,  though  the  pustule  of  the 
first  was  never  disturbed, — clear- 
ly showing  that  the  success  of  Dr. 
Hayward's  re-vaccination  in  the 
infant,  was  not  necessarily  depend- 
ent on  the  circumstance  to  which 
he  attributes  it.  Others  are  not 
wanting  in  which  the  second  would 
not  take  though  the  vesicle  of  the 
first  was  greatly  injured.  Ox\e 
case  of  this  kind,  which  is  very 
satisfactory,  has  recently  come  to 
my  knowledge,  where  a  child, 
vaccinated  by  Dr.  J.  Gorham, 
met  with  an  accident  very  much 
the   same  as  that  of  the   infant 
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mentioned  by  Dr.  H.  This  child 
was  subsequently  vaccinated  by 
Dr.  G.  without  the  least  elfect ; 
and  has  since  been  subjected  to 
the  same  operation  over  and  over 
again  by  other  physicians,  without 
evincina:  any  degree  of  remaining 
susceptibility  to  vaccinia.  Mat- 
ter has  been  taken  from  a  perfect 
vesicle  and  inserted  instantly  and 
abundantly  into  the  arm,  and  the 
impossibility  of  inducing  any  dis- 
ease shows  that  the  injury  sustain- 
ed by  the  original  vesicle  after  its 
full  formation, was  of  little  moment 
to  the  security  of  the  system. 
The  early  diffusion  of  the  disease 
through  the  system  is  also  deduci- 
ble  from  the  cases  alluded  to  by 
Dr.  Jenner,  in  which  he  saw  her- 
petic eruptions,  in  distant  parts  of 
the  body,  "  often  assume, — some- 
times OS  early  as  the  third  or  fourth 
day  after  the  insertion  of  the  vac- 
cine fluid, — a  new  character  not 
unlike  the  vaccine,  and,  keeping 
pace  in  their  progress  with  the 
pustules  on  the  arm,  die  away 
with  them,  leaving  the  arm 
smooth."  I  will  detain  the  read- 
er no  longer  than  to  copy  from  a 
late  English  publication,  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  history,  which 
also  seems  to  lead  us  to  the  same 
result. 

"A  boy  12  years  of  age,  was 
vaccinated  in  the  left  arm.  It 
happened  on  the  same  day,  six 
hours  subsequent  to  the  inocula- 
tion, an  incised  w^ound  was  inflict- 
ed on  the  right  knee,  which  for 
two  or  three  days  promised  union 
by  the  first  intention.  On  the  4th 
or  5th  day,  however,  an  increase 
of  pain  was  felt  in  the  knee,  with 
throbbing  and  heat  about  the  edges 
of  the  wound,  and  on  inspection, 
some  slight  papulae,  to  the  number 
of  ten  or  twelve,  were  observed 
surrounding  it.     Oa  the  8th  day 


their  peculiar  and  regular  form 
imparted  an  opinion  that  they 
were  true  vaccine  vesicles,  which 
they  proved  to  be  by  their  pro- 
gress and  maturation."  In  this 
case,  the  development  of  the 
disease  commenced  simultaneous- 
ly at  the  inoculated  part  and  at 
the  knee  ;  the  vesicles  w^ere  fully 
formed  in  both  places  at  the  same 
time,  and  throughout  their  whole 
course  evinced  that  all  were  the 
result  of  the  same  constitutional 
action,  and  that  no  one  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  absorption  of  matter 
from  another. 

In  dismissing  this  subject  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  I  have  no  great- 
er inteeest  in  the  fate  of  the  sug- 
gestion in  which  this  discussion 
originated,  than  have  most  others 
in  the  correctness  of  a  proposal 
which  has  a  great  public  good  for 
its  object.  With  a  thorough  con- 
viction of  its  reasonableness,  and 
with  good  ground  to  hope  that  it 
may  prove  practically  useful,  it  is 
submitted  to  the  test  of  experi- 
ence in  years  to  come.  Should 
that  experience  show  that  the 
re-vaccinated  enjoy  no  greater 
immunity  from  the  varioloid,  than 
the  vaccinated,  this  hope  will  be 
relinquished  with  no  other  feeling 
than  simple  regret.  But  in  weigh- 
ing this  experience,  let  us  discri- 
minate between  such  as  comes 
from  men  whose  sole  object  is  the 
attainment  of  truth,  and  that 
which  is  collected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gratifying  personal  preju- 
dices ;  for  science  can  receive 
little  if  any  advancement  from  in- 
vestigations conducted  under  the 
influence  of  excited  passions.* 

May,  1828. 

*  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  these  concluding^  observations  are  in 
no  degree  suggested  by  the  paper  of  Dr. 
Hajward,  whose  perional  friend»hip  is 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  10,  1828. 

In  another  part  of  this  number  we 
have  published  an  account  of  the 
case  of  Dr.  Ezekiel  D.  Gushing. 
Dr.  Gushing  will  be  remembered  by 
those  who  best  knew  him,  for  the 
zeal  and  industry  with  which  he  stu- 
died and  practised  his  profession. 
He  was  graduated  in  Harvard  Uni- 
versity in  the  Arts,  and  received  his 
medical  degree  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  then  went  abroad, 
and  completed  his  education  in  the 
Hospitals  of  London  and  Paris.  He 
began  practice  in  this  city,  but  after 
a  fnw  years  removed  to  Hanover, 
where  he  died.  He  was  much  es- 
teemed by  his  brethren,  and  few 
physicians  have  been  more  respected 
and  beloved  by  his  patients.  He 
died  before  he  reached  the  middle  of 
life,  but  not  before  he  had  acquired  a 
valuable  confidence.  His  sphere  of 
usefulness  was  daily  widening,  and 
bis  early  death  will  long  be  felt  by 
those  who  have  experienced  his 
kindness,  and  been  benefited  by  his 
skill. 

Dr.  Ameline  of  London  has 
lately  made  some  anatomical  pre- 
parations, which  are  said  to  dis- 
play a  wonderful  degree  of  inge- 
nuity. 

The  human  fabric  opens  like  a 
clock,  and  unfohJs  all  its  internal 
apparatus,  of  the  natural  size  and 
appearance.       The    viscera    all 

highly  valued,  and  whose  good  counsel 
at  a  period  of  ill  health,  I  am  very  happy 
to  have  this  opportunity  of  acknowledg-- 
in».  Whoever  has  examined  the  papers 
on  this  subject  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, must  have  seen  with  regret  that  its 
investigation  has  been  mingled  with  a 
bitterness  of  feeling,  the  cause  or  the  ob- 
jects of  which  I  do  not  profess  to  know. 


take  out,  and  thus  show  us  all  the 
interior  machinery,  one  wheel  af- 
ter another.  M.  Ameline  asks 
4000  guineas  for  these  prepara- 
tions. They  can  bear  being  han- 
dled and  pulled  asunder,  without 
detriment  ;  having  in  this  respect 
the  advantage  over  wax. 

HOTEL  DIEU,    PARIS. 

The  trials  made  at  the  Charite  to 
ascertain  the  effects  of  chlorine  in 
cases  of  pulmonary  phthisis,  have  not 
discouraged  the  ph3sicians  of  other 
hospitals.  Trials  of  this  remedy 
have  been  made  at  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
by  M.  Husson.  He  directed  that  a 
woman,  who  had  been  attacked  for 
some  time  with  phthisis,  should  in- 
hale this  gas.  The  new  remedy  did 
not  improve  her  condition,  and  the 
patient  died.       

HOPITAL   DE   LA   PITIE. 

Dr.  Bailly  has  lately  employed 
strychnine  internally  in  paralysis  of 
the  bladder,  and  has  obtained  from 
its  use  very  decided  benefit.  Three 
patients  have  been  cured  in  less  than 
a  month  by  this  remedy,  given  in 
doses  from  one-tenth  of  a  grain  to 
two  grains,  every  twenty-four  hours. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OF     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  May  30,  at  noon. 

3Iay  24.  Mary  Weld,  71  yrs. 

William  Stevens,  33 

25.  Joshua  Hardy,  47 

Mary  B.  Fuller,  10  days.' 

Sally  Cowinj?,  45  yrs. 

Charles  N.  Chase,  5 

2f).  Thomas  W.  Phillips,  13  days. 

28.  Jacob  Rhoads,  58  yrs. 
Charlotte  Edwards,  19 
.lames  Lyon,  48 

29.  Rebecca  A.  Fifield,  12 
William  Ray,  35 
Betsey  Watts,  35 
•Toseph  Thompson,  5  wks. 
Charles  O.  Young,  3  yrs^ 
John  Higgins,  20 
Edward  Carter,  30 

30.  Nathaniel  Prentiss,  50 
Daughter  of  Jona.  Davis,        2  days. 

Apoplexy,  1 — consumption,  5 — croup,  1 — 
complaint  of  the  heart,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 
— dropsy  and  ulcered  thigh,  1 — by  lightning,  1 
— infantile,  2 — old  age,  1 — quinsey,  1 — sui- 
cide. 1 — unknown,  3.  Males,  12 — females,  7. 
Stillborn,  1. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 
THIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
.  Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
era  Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
iic.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following^  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freejnan,  Warren,  Thacher. 

••■  Thou  shall  lie  down 
With  patriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kings. 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good. 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  vols — Price  J  5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
jend  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Win- 
ter St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  among  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries''  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  &c.  &c. 

C.  W.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'"  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

NOTICE. 

SUBSCRIBERS  who  are  still   indebted 
for  the   Boston  Mudical  Intelligencer ., 
are  requested  to  pay  their  bills,  as  recent- 


ly presented,  either  at  th<is  of!ice  or  to  one 
of  the  following  agents. — Barnet  Peters., 
Portland,  Me. ;  Charles  Coffin.,  Postmas- 
ter, Buxton,  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Francis, 
New-York,  N.  Y. ;  Tho.  O.  H.  Croswd, 
Postmaster,  Catskill,  N.  Y.  ;  R.  H.  Small, 
OT  John  Mortimer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Cii- 
deon  B.  Smith,  Patriot  office,  Baltimore, 
Md.  ;  Lemuel  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga. ; 
Drake  &L  Conclin,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 
14th  day  of  next  month  the  price  of  the 
5th  volume,  as  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $2,62  1-2. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  18S,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  VVm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,    Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  &c. 

"  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  by  Bart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, audit  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWER  &  BROTHERS, 

Druggists, 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 

*^*  Soda,  Rochelle   and  other    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cottov,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  tiireo  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  posta<^«  for  thi*  ii  the  same  a*  for  other  newspaper*. 
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I. 

MORBID  EFFECTS    OF    DENTITION. 

By  JamesJackson,  M.D. 

Continued  from  p.  263. 

L.  We  come  next  to  inquire 
what  is  the  proximate  cause  of  cho- 
lera infantu.ai.  Tiiis  is  to  be  learnt 
from  a  consideration  of  the  whole 
history  of  the  disease  ;  from  the 
symptoms  during  life,  and  the  ap- 
pearances discovered  in  fatal 
cases  after  death.  If  all  these 
were  fully  and  correctly  stated  in 
the  preceding  remaiks,  a  consi- 
deration of  them  will  lead  us  to 
the  proximate  cause. 

LI.  In  section  xvii.  the  symp- 
toms of  the  diarrhoea  of  teething 
children  are  traced  to  dyspepsia, 
or  indigestion,  and  to  an  irritation  of 
the  chylopoietic  viscera  general- 
ly. This  diarrhoe-a  approaches  in 
many  of  its  characters  to  the  cho- 
lera, yet  there  are  some  very  im- 
portant differences  between  the 
two  diseases,  when  exhibited  ia 
their  most  exquisite  forms.  The 
following  symptoms  belong  to  the 
18 


latter,  and  not  to  the  former  dis- 
ease, viz.  pain  or  uneasiness  after 
taking  any  thing  into  the  stomach, 
the  frequent  rejection  of  the  food 
shortly  after  it  is  swallowed,  in- 
creased thirst,  irregularity  in  the 
actions  of  the  bowels,  and  the  re- 
tention in  them  of  faecal  matter. 
But  above  all,  we  notice  in  the 
cholera  a  prostration  of  strength, 
an  emaciation,  and  a  shrinking  of 
the  whole  body,  accompanied  by 
febrile  paroxysms. 

LII.  It  appears  then,  that  al- 
though in  the  cholera,  as  in  the 
diarrhoea,  there  exist  dyspepsia 
and  irritation  of  the  chylopoietic 
viscera  ;  that  there  probably  ex- 
ists also  something  more  ;  that 
there  is  discovered  an  irritability 
of  stomach,  and  a  severe  constitu- 
tional aflfection,  greater  than  are 
the  ordinary  attendants  on  dyspep-' 
sia,  especially  when  not  yet  of 
long  continuance.  The  dyspep- 
sia, &c.  in  the  diarrhoea  imply 
only  debility  of  the  stomach  in  the 
performance  of  its  digestive  func- 
tions ;   but  in  the  cholera  thera 
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appear  effects  greater  than,  and  LIV.  A  partial  view  of  this 
dirieient  from  those,  uhich  C(  m-  subject  migl  t  lead  to  the  opinion, 
monly  belon<i  to  dyspepsia  from  that  the  cholera  does  not  ditTer 
debility.  What  is  the  cause  of  from  what  we  have  called  the 
these  greater  and  peculiar  elTects,  diarrhoea  of  teething  children,  ex- 
is  learnt  in  the  examinalion  of  the  ce[)t  in  degiee  ;  that  wben  the 
body  after  death.  In  this  exami-  causes  of  the  diarrhoea  act  with 
nation  it  appears  that  the  mucous  unusual  force,  or  for  a  long  tin)e, 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  of  they  produce  that  disease  in  its 
that  portion  of  the  small  intestines  more  severe  form,  and  that  it  is 
most  immediately  connected  with  then  called  cholera.  Such  bovv- 
the  stomach,  has  been  afl'ected  ever  we  aie  persuaded  is  not  the 
uith  inflammation.  case.  The  cholera  may  be  pro- 
LIII.  It  is  then  to  this  inflam-  duced  by  the  same  remote  causes, 
mation  of  the  mucous  membrane  as  those  which  produce  the  diar- 
of  the  stomach  and  small  intes-  rhosa,  only  acting  with  greater 
tines,  that  the  peculiar  phenome-  force,  or  for  a  longer  time.  But 
na  of  cholera  infantum  may  be  the  cholera  does  not  appear  to  be 
traced,  in  the  same  manner  as  merely  an  increase  of  the  other 
those  of  dysentery  have  been  disease.  The  evacuations  in  the 
found  to  be  owing  to  a  similar  af-  diairhoea  may  be  frequent  and 
fection  of  the  large  intestines.  It  copious  for  a  considerable  length 
is  when  this  irflammation  super-  of  time,  without  producing  that 
venes  in  the  autumnal  diarrhoea  of  prostration  and  general  irritation 
infants  that  the  disease  assumes  which  ensue  at  once  in  cholera, 
its  serious  and  threatening  aspect;  even  in  cases  where  the  dis- 
and  it  is  at  this  time  that  the  po-  charges  are  not  frequent  r,nr  co- 
polar  remark  is  made,  that  now  pious  ;  and  those  formidable 
"  the  canker  has  seized  the  bow-  effects  will  sometimes  take  place 
els."*  This  inflammation  is  no  suddenly  in  cholera,  when  afl'ect- 
doubt  much  more  extensive  and  ing  children  previously  in  full  vi- 
more  severe  during  life,  that  it  is  gor.  The  cholera  is  not  there- 
found  to  be  after  a  slow  and  lin-  fore  a  disease  to  be  distinguished 
gering  death.  In  different  cases  from  diarrhoea  as  to  its  cause, 
it  no  doubt  varies  in  extent  and  only  by  greater  debility  in  the 
violence  ;  whence  it  hap])ens  that  parts  affected.  This  conclusion 
the  symptoms  appear  more  or  less  is  strengthened  by  comparing  the 
fully,  and  that  there  aie  "cases  effects  of  cholera  with  those  of 
intermediate"  between  this  dis-  diarrhoea  in  young  infants,  as  de- 
ease  and  the  diarrhoea,  as  stated  sciibed  in  section  xli. 
in  section  xxii.  LV.  The  inflammation  of  the 
*  The  author  is  ready  to  acknowledge  "^"^^"^  membrane  of  the  stomach 

his  own  error  in  having  often  unjustly  ri-  &C.    whlch    eXlsts    HI    cholera,    IS 

dicuicd  this  popular  distincuon.  Thereat  rather  of  the  chronic  than  acute 

similanty  of  the  afiection  of  the  bowels  to  ^-^^^^        ^  ^^^.-^^^  j,,  ^-^^..^g  i„  differ- 

that  affection  of  the  mouth,  vulgarly  call-  .        i-              i         • 

ed  canker,  and  described  in  section  xxx.  ent  subjects,  but  is  never,  or  very 

is  very  obvious.     In  the  small  intestines  seldom,  extremely  severe.  When 

it  is  not  commonly,   if  ever,  accompanied  jj  jg  go,  it  produces  the  symptoms 

by  ulcerations,   like  those  in  the  mouth;  r     i     i                ii      i             i    •                 * 

but  in  the  large  intestines  this  sometimes  of  cholera  suddenly    and  m   great 

occur*.    Sfce  note  to  }  xxxvj.  Severity;  and  for  the  most  part, 
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when  not  counteracted  by  medi- 
cai  treatment,  it  proves  fatal  in  a 
short  time.  AH  this  happens 
more  readily  if  the  inl]ammation 
be  near  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the 
stomach. 

LV[.  To  the  foregoing  consi- 
derations it  may  be  added,  that 
the  effects  of  inflafnmation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach 
and  small  intestines,  in  subjects 
of  all  ages,  are  in  the  most  impor- 
tant respects  similar  to  tho^e  dis- 
played in  cholera  infantum.  This 
last  disease  has  certainly  individu- 
al features,  which  di^itinguish  it 
fiom  other  diseases  ^of  the  same 
family.  It  has  been  the  endeavor 
of  the  author  to  point  out  those 
peculiar  features,  but  the  task  is 
a  ditficult  one,  and  he  is  not  alto- 
gether satisfied  with  his  own  suc- 
cess. The  causes  of  this  indivi- 
duality are  to  be  sought  in  the 
characteristics  of  the  subjects  of 
the  disease  ;  and  those  are  refera- 
ble to  age  and  to  the  process  of 
dentition  in  which  those  subjects 
are  engaged.      See  section  i. — v. 

LVII.  A  few  remarks  shall  be 
added  with  a  view  to  the  ratio 
symptomatum.  The  effects  of  in- 
flammation vary  according  to  its 
kind  and  degree,  according  to  the 
structure  of  the  part  atTected, 
and  according  to  the  organ  affect- 
ed. To  discuss  the  subject  in  all 
these  respects  would  lead  us  too 
far.  It  will  suffice  to  state  that 
the  following  are  the  legitimate 
effects  of  the  inflammation  in  cho- 
lera infantum. 

First.  The  sensibility  and  the 
irritability  of  the  parts  will  be 
augmented. 

Second.  The  parts  will  cease 
to  perform  duly  their  proper  or 
peculiar  functions  ;  as  for  instance 
the  stomach  will  not  digest  food, 
or  not  without  difficulty. 


Third.  The  parts  will  secrete 

fluids  different  in  quantity  and 
quality  from  those  secreted  in 
health. 

Fourth.  The  organs  affected 
will  be  in  some  measure  incapa- 
citated from  contracting  strongly 
and  vigorously  to  propel  their 
contents  ;  while,  in  consequence 
of  the  increase  in  their  in  itability 
and  sensibility,  they  will  fiequent- 
ly  be  excited  to  paiuful  eflorts  for 
this  purpose. 

Fifth.  Not  only  the  organs  Im- 
mediately affected,  but  others, 
subsidiary  to  them,  will  have  their 
secretions  altered  in  quality,  and 
for  the  most  part  increased  in 
quantity. 

Sixth.  The  constitution  will  be 
affected  by  sympathy  ;  more  pow- 
erfully, if  the  inflammation  affects 
the  stomach  in  any  considerable 
degree  ;  less,  if  it  be  confined  to 
the  bowels.  Also  the  whole  sys- 
tem will  suffer,  though  not  so  im- 
mediately, from  the  want  of  nou- 
rishment. 

A  comparison  of  these  remarks 
with  the  description  of  symptoms, 
will  perhaps  afford  a  sufficient  ex- 
planation of  those  symptoms. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  the  Diarrhaa 
and  the   Cholera. 

LVIII.  In  §  xviii.  the  consider- 
ation of  the  mode  of  cure  of  the 
diarrhoea  of  teething  children  was 
deferred  until  the  cure  of  cholera 
infantum  should  come  under  dis- 
cussion. On  this  head  our  limits 
will  not  permit  us  to  be  very  for- 
mal and  precise  ;  nor  could  we 
hope  to  avoid  wearying  our  read- 
ers if  we  '.vere  so.  At  the  same 
time,  without  some  order,  we 
cannot  present  onr  opinions  in  a 
mode  sufficiently  distinct. 

LIX.  The  considerations  and 
directions  relative   to  the  treat- 
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ment  of  these  diseases  mny  be 
ranged  under  two  general  heads, 
or  divisions,  viz.  in  reference  to 
the  remote  causes,  and  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proxi/nate  causes. 

LX.  The  remote  causes.  In  some 
diseases  the  remote  causes  pro- 
duce their  full  etfects  at  once,  or 
in  a  short  space  of  time,  and  the 
diseases  are  supposed  to  go  on  in 
the  same  manner,  whether  the 
patients  do  or  do  not  still  remain 
exposed  to  those  causes.  It  is 
not  so  in  regard  to  these  diseases. 
The  continuance  of  the  remote 
causes  keeps  up  the  morbid  affec- 
tions. Hence  it  is  necessary  to 
have  reference  to  those  causes  in 
considering  the  treatment,  and  as 
far  as  possible  to  remove  them. 
The  remote  causes  of  the  diar- 
rhoea of  teething  children  have 
not  been  very  foi  nially  stated,  but 
a  reference  to  the  remarks  on 
that  subject  will  show  that  they 
are  considered  by  us  the  same  in 
kind,  as  those  of  the  cholera  in- 
fantum. We  will  then  take  up 
those  causes  as  stated  in  §  xxxix. 

LXI.  Dentition.  This  is  a  cause 
which  cannot  be  altogether  re- 
moved by  art,  but  the  evil  eflTects 
arising  from  it  may  be  in  some 
measure  obviated.  The  evils 
produced  at  the  lime  when  teeth 
are  protruding,  may  be  very 
much  lessened  by  dividing  the 
gums  over  such  teeth.  Through 
the  whole  course  of  these  dis- 
eases it  is  of  the  first  importance 
to  watch  the  state  of  the  gums, 
and  whenever  any  one  is  either 
inflamed,  or  much  distended,  to 
divide  it. 

LXII.  An  apprehension  is  often 
expressed,  that  the  cicatrix,  oc- 
casioned by  dividing  the  gum,  will 
by  its  hardness  obstruct  the 
growth  of  the  tooth.  This  is 
without  foundatioji.       In  the  pro- 


cess  of  dentition,  the  gum  is  not 
divided  mechanically  by  the  tooth; 
it  is  removed  by  absorption  ;  and 
a  cicatrix  is  more  readily  absorb- 
ed than  a  sound  part.  From  this 
consideration  it  is  important  that 
in  dividing  the  gum,  the  incision 
should  be  made  in  the  course 
which  the  toolh  takes  in  its 
growth.*  Also  the  incision  should 
be  made  to  reach  the  tooth,  and 
should  extend  the  \vhole  length  of 
its  surface.  In  some  instances  it 
is  necessary  to  repeat  the  incision 
for  t»vo  or  three  days  in  succes- 
sion. 

LXIII.  TJie  season.  This  is  one 
of  the  remote  causes  which  can- 
not be  removed  ;  but  its  injurious 
eflTects  may  be  in  some  measure 
obviated  by  avoiding  exposure  to 
extreme  heat,  and  by  frequent 
washing  and  bathing. 

LXIV.  Improper  food.  The  dis- 
eases under  consideration  are  not 
often  produced  without  the  con- 
currence of  this  cause.  It  is  both 
predisponent  and  exciting.  Hence 
its  importance  in  regard  both  to 
prevention  and  to  cure.  The  ex- 
pression, improper  food,  is  rela- 
tive. The  same  food  is  not  pro- 
per in  every  case,  nor  in  every 
stage  of  (he  same  case.  That 
food  is  most  proper  which  can  be 
most  easily  and  most  peifeclly  di- 
gested. To  state  in  detail  what 
food  is  improper,  would  require 
too  extensive  an  enumeration  of 
articles  ;  it  will  be  more  easy  to 
state  what  is  proper. 

*  It  is  not  perhaps  uiiiversHlly  observ- 
ed (hat  the  teeth,  especially  the  incisors 
and  cuspidati,  are  first  denuded  at  the 
anterior  part  of  the  gum.  On  this  ac- 
count the  lancet  should  be  directed  first 
from  without  inwards,  on  the  edge  of  the 
g;um  until  it  strikes  the  too'.h,  and  then 
should  be  made  to  bear  directly  upon  the 
edge  of  the  tooth  in  completing  tlie  inci- 
sion. In  dividing  the  gums  of  the  double 
teeth,  it  is  well  to  make  a  crucial  incision. 
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LXV.  All  are  ready   to  admit  first  swallowed  ;  and  if  it   is  not 

that  the  food  provided   by   nature  digested,  but  is  left  to  go  through 

for  the  state  of  infancy  is  the  most  its  chemical  decomposition  in  the 

proper  for  that  state.       The  only  stomach,  it  then   putrities,    and  is 

questions  are,  how  long  this   food  more  offensive  to   that  organ  than 

continues  to  be  most  proper  ?  and  vegetable  food  is  under  analogous 

whether  it  continues  to  be  prefer-  ciicumslances.       Hence    the   fol- 

able  to  other  food,  when  children  lowing  rules  may  be  derived.   1st. 

are  affected  with  the  diseases  un-  When  the  stomach  is  capable   of 

der  consideration  ?      As    regards  digesting  food  and  there   is   some 

the  period  for  which  it  continues  appetite,     to    administer    animal 

to  be  useful,    the  remarks  which  food.       2d.    When  the  appetite  is 

might  be    made   in   this  place  are  very  much  impaired,   or   entirely 

anticipated  in  §  xxi.       In  respect  destroyed,     or    when    it    appears 

to  the  question,  whether  this  is  to  that  the  digestive   powers  fail  al- 

be  preferred  to  other  food  in  these  together,  then  the  little   nourish- 

particular    diseases,    the    answer  ment  which  is  administered  should 

generally    is    in    the    alfirmative.  be  of  the  vegetable  kind.     In  this 

At    certain   times,    as    when   the  case   the  farinaceous  and  tnucila- 

symptoms  of  cholera  infantum  are  ginous  substances  are  to   be  pre- 

most  exquisite,  the  stomach  will  ferred. 

not  admit  of  food  of  any  sort.   But  LXVIII.  Next  then  to  the  milk 

when  any  nutritive  substance   can  of  the  human  breast  as  nutriment, 

be  used  with  safety,  the  tniik  di-  may  be  placed  solid  animal   food 

rectly  from  the  breast  of  a  healthy  in  most  cases.     But  some  variety 

nurse,    will     be    found    the    triost  is  necessary,  and  some  proportion 

grateful   to   the   palate,    and    the  of  liquid   nourishment  is   at   once 

most  easily  retained  and  digested  most  grateful    to  the   palate   and 

by  the  stomach.  most  agreeable   to   the   stomach, 

LXVI.   Next  in  order  of  pre-  especially  in  infancy.     Cow's  milk 

ference  is  animal  food.       This  is  is  the  best  food  of  this  description, 

not  however  next   when   the    sto-  where  the  patient  does  not  nurse, 

mach  is  in  the  most  irritable  state.  But   in   some  instances   this  food 

and  when  we   suppose  its  mucous  will  not  be  digested,  and  it  is  then 

coat  to   be    much   inflamed.       At  necessary    to    substitute   the    de- 

this  time,  aqueous  liquids  render-  coctions  of  animal  substances,    la 

ed  slightly   aromatic,   or  with  the  order  to  prevent   any   evil   conse- 

addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  fari-  quences  from    the    use    of  cow's 

naceous  nutriment,  are    the   most  milk,  it  should  be  used  only  when 

appropriate.     The  circumstances  fresh  from  the  cow  ;  it  may  often 

under  which  food  of  each  descrip-  also  be  rendered  more  suitable  by 

tion  is  to   be   preferred,    may   be  medicating   it    with    lime   water, 

determined  by  the  following  con-  One  part  of  lime  water  may  be 

sideration.  mixed  with  two  of  milk  ;    and,  if^ 

LXVII.     Animal     food    is    the  the    patient    has    profuse    liquid 

most  easy    of  digestion,   and   the  stools,    it    is    useful    to   boil    this 

changes  it  undergoes  in   the   sto-  mixture. 

mach    are   effected   in  a   shorter  LXiX.     Decoctions  of  animal 

time,  than  those  of  vegetable  food,  food,    and    the  juices    expressed 

But  it  is  more  stimulating  when  from  beef  boiled  or  roasted,  maj 
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sometimes  be  advantageously  em-  nor  acescent  ;  and  should  be  ex- 
ployed,  \vhen  neither  meat  nor  hibited  in  small  quantities.  Yet 
milk  can  be  easily  borne.  Small  some  latitude  may  be  allowed  in 
quantities  of  arrow-root,  &c.  may  respect  to  acescent  liquids,  if 
be  employed  occasionally  under  care  be  taken  to  ascertain  that 
the  same  circumstances.  Most  inconvenience  does  not  ensue  ;  for 
frequently  bread  may  be  eaten  in  such  liquids  are  sometimes  not 
the  diarrhoea,  but  not  often  in  the  only  grateful,  but  even  servicea- 
cholera.  The  hard  biead,  which  Lie.  In  the  worst  cases  only 
has  not  been  fermented,  is  to  be  aqueous  and  spirituous  liquids 
preferred.  should  be  permitted.      Although 

LXX.  Much  regard  must  be  it  is  generally  most  prudent  to 
paid  to  the  quantity  of  food  and  limit  the  quantity  very  much;  yet 
to  the  frequency  of  administering  sometimes  a  full  potation  of  some 
it.  The  quantity  taken  at  one  grateful  beverage  is  very  saluta- 
time  should  be  small  ;  for  a  sto-  ry.  k  It  cannot  always  be  deter- 
mach  diseased  and  enfeebled  must  mined  when  this  indulgence  may 
not  be  required  to  perform  much  be  allowed  with  safety.  In  gene- 
labor,  whatever  need  of  nourish-  ral,  ho\^'ever,  it  may  be  tried, 
ment  may  be  felt  by  the  rest  of  the  when  the  thirst  is  very  great, 
system.  In  some  instances,  where  when  the  stomach  is  not  very  ir- 
the  stomach  is  most  irritable,  it  ritable,  and  when  the  skin  is  hot 
is  necessary    that    only   one    tea-  and  dry. 

spoonful  of  liquid  be  exhibited  at  LXXII.  Restraint  from  exercise 
a  time,  and  this  not  oftener  than  in  the  open  air  is  the  next  of  the 
once  in  half  an  hour,  or  an  hour,  remote  causes.  This  is  a  cause 
In  general  the  frequency  of  giving  which  it  is  not  easy  to  obviate  in 
nourishment  must  have  relation  to  our  large  towns.  In  these,  young 
the  quantity.  Where  solid  nou-  children  cannot  be  kept  in  the 
rishment  is  given,  time  should  be  open  airwithout  attendants.  From 
allowed  for  each  portion  of  it  to  this  cause,  from  groundless  ap- 
be  digested  befoie  repeating  the  prehensions  in  respect  to  exposure 
supply.  This  time  should  never  to  the  weather,  or  from  negli- 
be  less  than  four  hours  even  when  gence,  it  happens  that  very  tew 
the  quantity  is  exceedingly  small;  of  our  young  children  are  permit- 
and  generally  should  be  six  or  ted  to  exercise  freely  and  hahitu- 
eight  hours.  One  important  can-  ally  in  the  open  air.  Although  in 
tion  respecting  the  ingesta  should  so(ne  cases  the  operation  of  these 
not  be  omitted.  While  the  ut-  causes  may  be  obviated,  yet  in 
most  care  is  exercised  to  give  the  majority  of  instances  this  re- 
such  food  as  is  most  proper,  the  straint  cannot  be  sufficiently  re- 
benefit  of  this  care  will  often  be  moved.  Children  should  be  kept 
lost,  if  in  addition  there  be  admit-  out  of  the  house  three  or  four 
ted  any,  even  the  smallest,  por-  hours  in  a  day,  avoiding  the  even- 
tion  of  food  which  is  less  di-  ing  when  cool  ;  and,  \vhen  ex- 
gestible.  tremely  hot,  the  noon  time.   They 

LXXI.  As  much  caution  is   re-  should  not  however  be  kept  in  the 

quisite  in  respect  to  the  drinks  as  house  all  day,  except  for  very  bad 

to   the    food    employed.       They  weather.       When    aflfected   with 

should  be  in  general  neither  acid  the  diseases  under  consideration, 
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these  rules  should   be   complied  tack  than  is  usual  before  eruption, 

with  as  far  as  the  strength  of  the  and  he  was  admitted  in  the  belief 

subjects  will  permit.  that  it  was  not  a  precursor  of  va- 

LXXIII.      Impure     atmosphere,  rioioid.     The  day  after  his  admis- 

The  impurity  referred  to  (§xlix.)  sion  a  rash  ajipeared  upon  various 

is  thai   which    belongs    to   cities,  parts  of  the  body,  and  the  foliow- 

The  removal  from  town  to   coun-  ing  morning  the   varioloid  disease 

try  should  always   be    advised  in  was  fully  declared.     He  was  in  a 

alarming  cases  of  the  diarrhoea  or  few  hours  after  removed   to  Hos- 

cholera,    where    the   measure   is  pital  Island. 

practicable.     It  is  even  to  be  ad-  A    good    deal    of  alarm    arose 

vised  as  a  measure  of  prevention,  among  the  inmates  of  the  house  in 

where  these  diseases  are   threat-  consequence  of  the  above   occur- 

ening.       One   practical  caution  is  rence,  and  I  immediately  provided 

necessary  on  this  subject.      When  myself  with    vaccine    matter,    in 

a  patient  has  been  apparently  re-  order  to  vaccinate  every  one  who 

stored    by    such    a    removal,    he  feltthe  least  anxiety.  Therewere 

should  not  be    returned   from  the  seven  individuals  among  these  who 

country  while  the  unhealthy  sea-  had  not  been  vaccinated;  a  greater 

son  continues  ;   that  is,  until  after  portion  of  these  were  children  who 

the   middle  of  October.     By  neg-  had  been  admitted  into  the  house 

lecting   this   caution,    many   lives  for   surgical  operations.       There 

have  been  lost.  were  twenty-five  adults,   most  of 

(To  be  continued.)  them   domestics  and   nurses,  and 

some  of  the  hired  watchers,  who 

II.  had    been   vaccinated,    who   re- 

RE-VACCiNATiON.  qucsled  to  be  re-vacciuatcd.   Ve- 

_,    ,„    _                 -.  ^  ry  few  of  these  had  seen   the  va- 

By  W.  Channixg,  M.D.  ..j^i^jj  p^^i^.^^^  ^^  j^^  occupied  a 

Some  months  since   a  case   of  room  by  himself,    and   his    room 

varioloid  disease  appeared  in  one  opened  into  a  hall,  in  ihe  centre 

of  the  patients    in   the  Massachu-  of  the  building,  the  wards  for  the 

setts    General    Hospital.       This  majority  of  the  patients   being  in 

gentleman,  a  student  of  medicine,  the  extreme  wings. 

liad  seen  the  cases  of  varioloid  in  The  seven  cases   above  stated 

the  neighboring  village  of  Brook-  all   had  the  vaccine  disease  after 

line.       He  was  attacked  with  fe-  the    most  perfect  manner.       The 

ver  after   a   longer   interval  than  adults  were   not  more   sick   with 

commonly  occurs  between   expo-  the  fever  which  ordinarily  attends 

sure    to   the   disease  and  its   pre-  the  disease  at   its   height,  than  is 

cursory  febrile    symptofns.       He  common  in  this  class   of  patients. 

was  treated  for   the  same  by  the  The  swelling  of  the   vaccinated 

writer  until  the   symptoms  had  so  arm,  and  the  accompanying  inflam- 

far  subsided,  that   he   was   consi-  mat  ion  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 

dered  convalescent  ;   and  being  in  vesicle,  was  thought  to  be  greater 

a  very   unfavorable    sitiiation   for  than  in  ordinary  seasons.      In  two 

rapid  recovery^  a  crowded  board-  or  three  cases,   this  extended  to 

ing  house,  he  asked  to  be  removed  the  shoulder,  and  in  one  at  least, 

to  the  Hospital.       A  longer  time  below  and  around  the  elbow  joi  it. 

had  elapsed  from  the  febrile  at-  A  very  brief  statement  follows 
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of  the  cases  of  re-vaccination. 
The  time  of  the  first  vaccination 
is  given  in  many  of  them.  This 
was  particularly  attended  to;  be- 
cause an  opinion  has  prevailed, 
and  with  some,  still  prevails,  that 
after  a  certain  number  of  years, 
fixed  I  believe  by  a  majority  at 
seven,  the  protecting  power  of  the 
vaccine  is  worn  out,  and  the  indi- 
vidual becomes  susceptible  again 
of  smallpox.  The  greater  num- 
ber of  these  patients  were  re- 
vaccinated  on  the  same  day,  and 
the  following  record  was  made  on 
the  third  day  after  in  each. 

1.  E.  H.,  vaccinated  12  years 
ago,  scar  small,  genuine.  Re*' 
vaccinated  Dec.  29th,  1827.  3d 
day,  recent  punctures,  slight  red, 
elevated,  not  large. 

2.  H.  B.,  vaccinated  2  years 
ago.  Scar  doubtful.  Re-vacci- 
nated, no  effect.  Again  vacci- 
nated, slight  redness  about  punc- 
ture, but  this  disappeared  in  a 
day  or  two. 

3.  M.  VV.  Scar  small,  per- 
fect. Vaccinated  18  years  ago. 
Re-vaccinated,  punctures  much 
inflamed,  broad,  irregular,  ele- 
vated. 

4.  5.  D.  G.  and  M.  G.  Some 
inflammation,  and  fulness  where 
matter  was  inserted. 

6.  W.  B.,  vaccinated  10  years, 
scar  small,  perfect.  Re-vaccina- 
tion, light  red,  elevated,  broad. 

7.  J.  B.  S.  J.  Scars  large. 
Vaccinated  20  years.  Re-vacci- 
nation like  No.  3. 

8.  C.  D.,  vaccinated  5  years 
ago,  scar  small.  Re-vaccination 
yellowish  red,  as  if  bruised,  dif- 
fused, irregular,  large, — resem- 
bles bite  of  insect,  much  itching. 

9.  L.  C,  vaccinated  three 
years  ago,  scar  small.  A  very 
small  slightly  red  pimple,  where 
matter  was  inserted. 


10.  H.  L.,  vaccinated  15  years 
since,  scar  large.  One  of  tlie  re- 
cent punctures  very  broad  ;  red  ; 
around  hard,  hot  ;  the  other  has 
some  of  these  characters,  but  all 
in  a  less  degree. 

11.  P.  C.  Puncture  as  if  no 
matter  had  been  applied. 

12.  T.  H.,  vaccinated  one  year 
since.  Very  slight  effects  from 
re-vaccination. 

13.  E.  A.    Like  12. 

14.  T.  W.     Like  13. 

15.  S.  E.,  vaccinated  12  years 
since.  Recent  puncture  more 
like  the  genuine  disease  ;  these 
appearances,  however,  subsided 
rapidly,  and  no  perfect  vesicle 
was  formed. 

IG,  17.  iM.  L.  andM.  S.  Like 
12. 

18.  J.  B.  M.,  vaccinated  30 
years  ago.     Like  12. 

19.  A.  W.,  vaccinated  16  years 
ago,  scar  small,  peifect.  Re- 
vaccinations,  large,  red,  elevated, 
irregular  edges,  much  inflamed. 

20.  0.  H.,  assistant  nurse, 
aged  20,  vaccinated  10  years  ago. 
Says  the  disease  was  perfect. 
Two  scars  on  arm  ;  one  of  these 
is  large,  smooth,  and  without  pits; 
the  other  small,  smooth,  but  less 
distinct  ;  says  the  last  was  left  by 
an  issue  which  was  established 
many  years  ago  there  ;  and  the 
first  was  left  by  vaccine  disease. 
In  this  case  re-vaccination  was 
followed  by  vesicles  which  re- 
sembled the  genuine  disease,  but 
which  passed  through  their  stages 
too  rapidly,  and  without  marked 
constitutional  symptoms. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  continue 
the  record  through  the  other  cases. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  it  ex- 
tends only  to  the  third  day  from 
re-vaccination.  The  appearances 
on  this  day  were  quite  striking. 
In  a  majority  of  them,  however, 
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they  were  such  as  no  one  conver- 
sant with  those  which  the  genuine 
disease  exhibits  at  that  period, 
would  have  confounded  with  the 
true  vaccine.  A  peculiar  agent 
had  been  inserted  under  the  cuti- 
cle, and  the  consequence,  almost 
the  immediate  result,  was  that 
hurried,  irregular,  excessive  ac- 
tion, which  such  a  cause  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce.  No  constitu- 
tional symptoms  whatever  occur- 
red. The  immediate  action  of 
the  virus  ended  with  itself;  and, 
without  forming  the  true  vesicle, 
began  very  soon  to  subside,  and 
with  it  the  local  disease  which 
had  been  excited.  These  cases 
were  frequently  examined.  They 
were  in  the  same  house,  and  many 
in  the  same  room,  with  cases  of 
the  genuine  disease,  and  could  be, 
and  were,  compared  with  them. 
How  far  these  individuals,  or  any 
of  them,  were  susceptible  of  the 
varioloid,  is  a  question  which  will 
not  be  discussed.  The  cases  show 
that  a  local  disease  may  be  pro- 
duced, by  the  vaccine  matter,  in 
persons  who  have  had  the  genuine 
disease,  none  of  the  characters  of 
which,  however,  b el ong to  CO wpox. 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Spurred  Rye  in  retained  Placenta. 
By  R.  Renton,  M.D. 

On  Sunday,  the  13th  of  January, 
1828,  I  was  requested  by  Dr. 
MoncreifiTto  visit  a  Mrs.  G.  aged 
30,  the  mother  of  two  children, 
supposed  to  be  ill  of  fever,  but 
who  had  that  morning  at  8,  given 
birth  to  a  foetus  between  the  third 
and  fourth  month. 

The  placenta  had  not  been  ex- 
pelled at  3,  P.  M.  when  I   first 


saw  her,  and  it  w^as  in  consequence 
of  its  detention,  having  created 
alarm  in  the  mind  of  the  patient 
and  her  friends,  that  my  attend- 
ance was  requested.  From  par- 
ticular circumstances,  I  found  it 
impossible  to  make  an  examina- 
tion, so  that  no  correct  opinion 
could  be  formed  of  tlie  real  situa- 
tion of  the  placenta.  As  the  pa- 
tient was  of  a  very  spare  and  fee- 
ble habit,  and  seemed  much  ex- 
hausted from  fatigue  as  well  •  as 
flooding,  I  recommended  the  adop- 
tion of  the  usual  means  in  such 
cases,  and  took  my  leave.  At  my 
visit  on  Monday  1  found  her  some-, 
what  refreshed  ;  she  had  passed  a 
good  night  ;  had  suffered  no  pains; 
and  the  discharge  had  abated  in 
sotne  degree.  On  examination  I 
found  the  anterior  part  of  the  cer- 
vix uteri  much  distended,  which  I 
attributed  to  the  presence  of  the 
placenta  or  coagula,  or  of  both. 
The  placenta  was  found  situated 
within  the  os  uteri,  but  from  the 
impossibility  experienced  in  at- 
tempting to  dislodge  and  extract 
it,  I  was  satisfied  that  an  adhesion 
existed  between  it  and  the  ante- 
lior  part  of  the  cervix  uteri.  As 
the  patient  had  complained  of  few 
after-pains,  and  of  none  three 
hours  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
foetus,  the  inactivity  of  the  uterus, 
in  addition  to  the  adheson  of  the 
placenta,  was  obviously  an  indi- 
rect cause  of  the  detention  of  the 
after-birth.  In  order  to  induce 
uterine  contraction,  stimulating 
clysters  were  recommended  to  be 
thrown  up  the  rectum,  and  mode- 
rale  pressure  applied  to  the  ute-  ' 
rus  by  means  of  bandaging  round 
the  body.  These  means  were 
persevered  in  during  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  without  having  pro- 
duced the  least  effect  on  the  ute- 
rus.    As  there  were  good  grounds 
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for  apprehending  a  sinking  of  the  trid  diseased  plocenta  was  expel- 

general  system,    partly    from   the  led  ;    after    which    her    recovery 

drain    that   had    been  kept  up  for  became  progresbive,    and  is  now 

several  days,  notwithstanding  the  complete. 

means  adopted  to  counteract  it,  Two  facts  worthy  of  remark 
as  also  from  the  constitutional  present  themselves.  1st.  That 
mischief  likely  to  arise  from  the  the  uterus  had  given  no  evidence, 
presence  of  a  putrid  placenta  in  either  to  the  patient  or  her  at- 
the  uterus,  the  signs  of  which  had  tendants,  of  any  disposition  to  ex- 
now  become  very  evident,  I  re-  pel  its  contents  later  than  three 
garded  the  case  as  a  most  favora-  hours  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
ble  one  for  subjecting  the  Secale  foetus.  2d.  That  within  half  an 
cornutmn  to  the  test  of  experi-  hour  after  the  last  dose  of  the 
ment.  On  Wednesday  evening  a  rye,  uterine  contraction  ensued, 
drachm  of  it  was  infused  in  four  which  continued  for  the  space  of 
ounces  of  boiling  water  for  half  seven  hours, — a  most  unusual  oc- 
an  hour,  the  one-half  of  which  currence  in  such  cases,  particu- 
was  directed  to  be  taken  at  half-  Marly  in  feeble  constitutions,  ren- 
past  nine,  and  the  remainder  in  an  dered  more  so  by  protracted  flood- 
hour,  if  no  pains  occurred.      Both  ing. — Edin.  Med.  and  Sur.  Jour. 

doses  were  taken  without  having        rr.,       .  •         ,        i  t 

,     ,  ,,  IT     t        1  1  lie    incroasm?    obstacles   to   the 

had    apparently    any    eliect.       In  & 

rather  less  than  half  an  hour  after  P'^osecution  of  practical  anatomy,  and 

fswallowing  the  last  dose,    uterine  the    wrelched    state  to    which    sur- 

contraction     commenced,     which  gery,    and    tlie    medical    profession 

continued  with  intervals  of   about  generally    nmst   be    reduced,    unless 

two   minutes   between   the  pains,  ,„en  of  enlarged  views,  of  wise  and 

till  6,  A.  M.  the  following  morn-  y^^^^^^  minds,°take  a  deep  and  pro- 
ins,  each  contraction  havins:  been  .  ^        .  •    ,i        i-     »  ■  •  .„ 

o'  .     ,        ,  r  ,t  1  1  per  interest  in  the  sribiect,  is  engaging 

accompanied  and  IcUowed  by  san-  "^      ,  .        •      t-     i     j      rru 

'       ,.     ,  I     ,1     •  r  much    attention    in    Lnsland.      1  he 

gjjineous  discharge,  both   man-.  .  ^ 

•  1        I   «  i„»„.i  c.^.v^         ^Un,  lol  owing  contains  a  short  account  ot 

t|uid  and  coagulated  torm.        the  = 

patient  complained  of  the  severity  what  has  been  recently  done  in  that 

of    the     pains,    and     represented  kingdom  in  regard  to  it. 

thefii  as  violent  as  those   she   had  House  of  Commons,  Monday, 

experienced    during    her    former  March  24. 

continements.       The  greater  por-  Mr.    Dugdale    presented    the 

tionofthe   placenta  had  been  ex-  following  Petition  from  the  Phy- 

pelled  during   the  night  ;    but    on  sicians  and   Surgeons  of  Birming- 

examination  a  part  still  was  found  hain,  complaining  of  the  inconve- 

adhering  to  the  uterus.       On  ex-  nience  by  numbers  of  their  profes- 

plaining  to  her  the  object   in  giv-  sion  from   the   want  of  bodies  for 

ing  her  the  medicine,  she  agreed  dissection,    and    calling    upon   the 

to  take  another  dose  in  the  even-  House  to  remove  the  impedimeits 

ing,  if  the  remaining  portion  of  the  which  were  at  present  thrown  in 

placenta  should  not  be  discharged,  the  way  of  the  cultivation  of  ana- 

This  was,  however,  not  found  ne-  tomical  science, 

cessary  ;  for  in  the  effort  of  press-  .«  y^^  ^/,g  j^jgjit  Hnnnrahle  the  Com- 

ing  at  stool  in   the  course  of  the  movs,  6fc. 

evening,  the  remainder  of  the  pu-  Wi:,the  undersigned,  physicians 
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and  surgeons  of  the  town  of  Bir- 
mingham, respectfully  im|)lore  the 
attention  of  your  right  honorable 
House  to  the  urgent  necessity  of 
adopting  some  measures  to  remove 
the  impediments  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  science  of  Anatomy. 

Unfortunately  deprived  of  le- 
gislative authority,  exhumation  is, 
at  present,  the  only  method  by 
which  bodies  can  be  procured  for 
anatomical  purposes,  a  method 
painful  to  the  feelings  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  opposed  by  the  laws  of 
this  realm. 

In  various  parts  of  the  continent 
of  Europe  the  prosecution  of  the 
science  of  Anatomy  is  protected 
by  their  respective  governments, 
and  every  facility  afforded  for  its 
liberal  and  extended  cultivation  ; 
hence,  the  youth  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, designed  for  the  medical 
profession,  are  com])elled  to  pro- 
ceed to  foreign  countries  in  pur- 
suit of  that  information  which  is 
denied  to  them  here. 

As  the  practical  surgeon  is 
formed  only  by  the  laborious  study 
of  Anatomy  and  actual  Dissection, 
your  petitioners  presume  not  to 
dwell  upon  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  by  the  puljlic  service  and 
society  at  large,  by  attention  to 
their  prayer. 

Your  petitioners  most  earnestly 
solicit  your  right  honorable  House 
to  take  this  ifnj)ortant  subject  into 
its  serious  consideration,  and  adojjt 
such  measures  as  in  its  wisdoin 
may  be  deemed  (it. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever 
pray." 

Sir  H.  Ferguson'  thought  that 
few,  if  any,  such  petitions  had 
ever  before  been  presented  to 
that  House  ;  but  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  subject  now 
called  to  their  attention,  perhaps 
for  the  first  time,   deserved  the 


most  serious  consideration  of  the 
House.  It  was  a  matter  of  the 
most  vital  importance,  and  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  subjects 
was  at  present  so  great,  that  he 
feared,  if  it  were  suffered  to  con- 
tinue, the  teaching  of  anatomy 
must  stop,  and  the  schools  would 
be  deserted  for  the  want  of  means 
to  offer  instruction  to  the  pupils. 
Sir  J.  YoRKE  said,  he  had  pre- 
sented some  petitions  of  this  kind 
in  the  course  of  last  year,  and  ,he 
was  glad  that  the  attention  of  the 
house  was  now  recalled  to  the 
subject.  He  wished  for  a  decla- 
ratory law,  the  object  of  which 
should  be,  to  let  the  public  know 
that  any  one  in  articulo  mortis  was 
at  liberty  to  sell  his  body  for  ana- 
tomical purposes,  and  to  allow 
executors,  administrators,  and  as- 
signs, to  give  over  the  bodies  of 
such  persons  to  the  purchasers. 
He  was  ceitain  that  if  such  a  law 
was  passed,  there  would  be  bodies 
in  abundance  ;  for  there  were  few 
paupers  who  would  not  be  glad  to 
leave  ten  guineas  to  their  widows; 
and  the  practice,  thus  introduced, 
would  have  this  particular  advan- 
tage about  it,  that  those  who  went 
out  of  the  world  with  any  parti- 
cular disease  would  be  known  to 
the  medical  profession,  who  would 
purchase  their  bodies,  and  thus 
be  better  enabled  to  ascertain  the 
nature  of  that  disease,  and  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  human  frame,  than 
they  could  possibly  hope  to  do 
when,  as  at  present,  they  were 
generally  supplied  with  healthy 
subjects,  that  were  only  good  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching  the  young- ^ 
er  pupils  the  common  processes 
of  dissection.  He  thought  the 
House  should  state  the  law  to  be 
what  he  had  mentioned  ;  for  now 
he  believed  it  was  generally  con- 
sidered that  such  a  disposition   of 
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tlie  body  by  the  executioner,  al- 
though under  the  directions  which 
the  testator  had  given,  was  not 
authorised  by  law. 

Mr.  Warburtox  said,  that  in 
a  short  time  he  should  move  for  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  sub- 
ject which  the  petitionhadbrought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House. 
He  had  determined  on  doing  so, 
in  consequence  of  the  particular 
request  of  some  of  the  first  sur- 
geons in  the  metropolis.  In  a 
subsequent  part  of  the  evening, 
the  Hon.  Member  fixed  his  notice 
of  motion  on  this  subject  for  Thurs- 
day next. 

Mr.  P.  Thompson  thought,  that' 
among  the  alterations  of  the 
criminal  law,  the  House  might 
introduce  one  which  would  ma- 
terially assist  in  destroying  the 
prejudice  now  comtnonly  enter- 
tained against  anatomical  dissec- 
tion. One  of  the  concomitants  of 
the  severest  penalty  of  the  law 
was,  in  some  cases,  the  handing 
over  the  body  of  the  malefactor 
for  dissection,  and  that  circum- 
stance tended  to  create  a  strong 
feeling  of  prejudice,  which  would 
probably  cease  to  exist  when  that 
part  of  the  law  was  altered. 
There  was  no  such  feeling  in 
France,  where  bodies  might  be 
procured  at  ten  francs  each  ;  in 
consequence  of  which  there  was 
no  want  of  subjects  for  the  schools, 
and  the  science  of  anatomy  was 
taught  under  much  greater  ad- 
vantages than  in  tliis  country. 

The  petition   was   brought   up, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Lancet. 

On  the  period  of  the  disease  at 
which  JVIeasles  b^-gins  to  be  infec- 
tious. 

Various  opinions  have  been  enter- 
tained   regarding   the    period   at 


which  smallpox,  measles,  and 
other  exanlhematic  diseases  be- 
gin to  be  capable  of  propagating 
themselves.  It  is  unnecessay  for 
our  present  purpose  to  particular- 
ise these  opinions  and  the  founda- 
tions on  which  they  rest.  It  is 
enough  to  mention  that  many  be- 
lieve measles  in  particular  not  to 
be  infectious  till  the  eruption  has 
broken  out.  The  following  obser- 
vation lately  made  by  Dr.  Harni- 
er  of  Pyrmont  establishes  satisfac- 
torily the  contrary.  A  London 
merchant  set  ofi'  from  London  for 
Pyrmont  on  the  30th  of  June  1825, 
along  with  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren, leaving  behind,  under  the 
charge  of  a  nurse,  a  fourth  child- 
who  had  been  attacked  the  day 
before  apparently  with  catarrh. 
The  party  arrived  at  Pyrmont  on 
the  8ih  of  July,  and  had  not  been 
long  there  before  they  heard  fiom 
London  that  the  illness  of  the 
child  left  behind  had  turned  out  to 
be  the  measles,  the  eruption  hav- 
ing appeared  on  the  1st  July. 
Meanwhile  one  of  the  children  at 
Pyrmont,  the  play-fellow  of  the 
one  left  behind,  had  been  taken 
ill  on  the  9th  with  what  appeared 
to  be  a  common  catarrh,  and  the 
rest  of  the  family  were  not  kept 
apart  from  it  till  the  11th.  On  the 
12th  the  eruption  of  measles 
broke  out.  On  the  24th  and  25th 
of  the  same  month  the  two  other 
children,  and  three  little  girls  be- 
longing to  the  house  where  the 
family  lodged,  likewise  fell  sick, 
and  in  due  course  of  time  ail  of 
thera  had  the  eruption  of  measles. 
The  five  little  patients  had  not 
seen  the  second  child  after  the 
11th,  the  day  before  the  appearance 
of  the  eruption,  and  the  three  girls 
of  the  Pyrmont  family  had  even 
been  sent  out  of  the  house  alto- 
gether.    There  was  not  a  case  of 
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measles  at  that  time  in  Pyrmont,  brane,  and  even  destroying  here 
and  in  consequence  of  llie  strict  and  there  the  vitality  ol'  the  sur- 
seclusion  of  the  ditlerent  j^atients,  face  of  the  skin,  so  as  to  produce 
the  disease  did  not  spread.  small  snperlicial  sloughs.  But 
Rusfs  J]Iag.  when  it  is  mixed  in  a  stale  of  fine 
-.  .  powder  with  cerate,  no  such  ef- 
On  the  Treatment  of  Intermittent  f^^^^  ^^^  produced,  and  in  a  short 
Fever  by  the  application  of  Sul-  ^-^^  ^  ^n  disappears.  The  ad- 
phate  ofKina  to  the  Hkin.  vantages  of  introducing  the  reme- 
Doubts  have  been  jusly  entertain-  dy  through  this  channel  are,  tirst, 
ed  whether  the  skin  is  capable  of  that  it  can  be  safely  and  elfica- 
absorbing  substances  applied  to  it,  ciously  used,  when,  owing  to  irri- 
uniess  the  cuticle  is  previously  tation  or  congestion  in  the  ali- 
abraded,  or  the  substance  is  thrust  mentary,  it  is  either  unsafe  to  ad- 
throngh  the  cuticle  by  friction,  minister  it  internally,  or  useless, 
It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  however,  on  account  of  its  being  rapidly 
that  the  surface  of  the  true  skin,  discharged  by  vomiting  or  purg- 
stripped  of  its  protecting  cuticle,  ing  ;  secondly,  that  a  less  dose  acts 
absorbs  with  rapidity  ;  and  our  with  equal  power  ;  thirdly,  that 
readers  are  probably  aware  that  it  acts  more  rapidi}  as  the  system 
advantage  has  been  lately  taken  is  sooner  brought  under  its  inllu- 
of  this  physiological  fact,  in  order  ence  ;  and  lastly,  that  it  can  ea- 
to  introduce  into  the  system  med-  sily  be  administered  to  those  who 
icines  which  cannot  be  administer-  are  averse  to  taking  internal  re- 
ed in  sufficient  quantity  internally,  medies,  and  more  particularly  to 
M.  Lesieur  of  Paris  seems  to  have  refractory  children. — The  cir- 
been  the  first  who  suggested  the  cum  stances,  connected  with  the 
method  now  alluded  to,  and  it  has  action  of  kina  through  the  skin, 
been  since  applied  by  himself  and  illustrate  well  its  mode  of  opera- 
others  to  the  administration  of  va-  tion.  M.  de  Martin  remarks, 
rious  active  remedies.  The  pa-  that  it  cannot  act  by  effecting  a 
per  of  which  a  short  analysis  fol-  revulsion,  or  as  a  counter-irritant, 
lows,  is  descriptive  of  the  mode  because  local  irritation  is  not  only 
of  treating  intermittent  fever  by  not  necessary  to  success,  but  even 
sulphate  of  kina  administered  in  also  prejudicial  ;  for  he  has  inva- 
this  way;  and  certainly  the  success  riably  found  that  the  remedy  was 
and  advantages  held  out  by  the  least  certain  in  its  effects,  and 
author,  M.  de  Martin,  are  very  that  the  largest  doses  were  re- 
flattering.  He  states,  that  when  quired  when  inilammation  was  ex- 
the  sulphate  of  kina  is  applied  in  cited.  This  is  easily  explained 
a  convenient  form  to  a  fresWy  on  the  principle  that  it  acts 
blistered  surface,  it  never,  even  through  absorption  ;  for  the  gela- 
when  used  in  small  quantities, fails  tinous  effusion  which  is  thrown 
to  check  the  disease  at  once,  out  in  the  cases  in  which  infiam- 
In  a  state  of  puiith  it  is  ineligible,  mation  is  caused,  obstructs  its  ac- 
as  it  very  soon  irritates  and  in-  cess  to  the  absorbing  surface.  In 
flames  the  surface  of  the  true  skin  point  of  fact,  a  great  part  of  the 
which  is  exposed  to  it,  exciting  powder  always  disappears  when 
livid  redness,  causing  the  forma-  inflammation  is  not  produced.  The 
tion   of  a  gelatinous  pseudo-mem-  following  cases  will  serve  as  ex- 
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amples  of  the  author's  plan  of  ed  by  paroxysms  of  violent  cough, 
treatment.  Case  VI.  A  stout  tJhe  was  bled  to  eight  ounces  dur- 
man,  35  years  of  age,  had  been  ing  the  second  paroxysm.  On 
alfected  for  three  months  with  a  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  four 
quartan  ague,  which  had  been  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  kina, 
checked  four  times  by  various  mixed  with  cerate,  were  applied 
preparations  of  cinchona.  In  the  to  an  old  blistered  surface.  The 
fifth  attack,  M.  de  Martin  found  paroxysm  never  returned.  The 
him  at  the  commencement  of  the  dressing  was  renewed  every  twen- 
fit  with  a  frequent,  strong,  hard  ty-four  hours  for  four  days.  The 
pulse,  intense  heat,  flushed  coun-  cough  and  difficulty  in  breathing 
tenance,  frequent  strong  cough,  continued  after  the  ague  had  long 
mucous  expectoration,  short  ceased.  The  blistered  part  be- 
breathing,  pain  under  the  left  nip-  came  somewhat  red  at  first,  and  a 
pie,  and  a  dry,  red  tongue.  On  thin  pseudo-membrane  was  form- 
account  of  the  pulmonic  affectio^i,  ed  ;  but  the  irritation,  slight  from 
sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  tak-  the  beginning,  gradually  diminish- 
en  from  the  arm.  The  fit  return-  ec!,  and  at  length  disa[)peared  he- 
ed again  three  days  afterwards,  fore  tiie  fourth  dressing.  Case  11. 
Next  morning,  a  blister  having  This  case  exemplifies  the  kind  of 
been  applied  three  days  before,  local  inflammation  which  is  caused 
and  the  part  continuing  to  present  by  the  remedy  when  not  mingled 
afresh  surface,  six  grains  of  sul-  with  unctuous  substances,  as  well 
phate  of  kina  were  mixed  with  as  the  eff'ect  of  the  inflammation 
the  cerate  with  which  it  was  in  preventing  its  being  absorbed, 
dressed,  and  twenty-four  hours  af-  A  soldier  had  suff'ered  in  the 
terwards  the  dressing  was  chang-  course  of  five  months  repeated 
ed,  and  six  grains  more  applied  in  attacks  of  tertian  intermittent, 
the  same  manner.  He  had  not  and  came  under  M.  de  Martin's 
any  return  of  the  fit,  and  from  that  care  after  the  third  paroxysm  of 
time  improved  rapidly  in  general  a  relapse.  '  On  the  morning  of  the 
health.  The  blistered  surface  day  on  which  he  expected  ano- 
was  not  in  the  slightest  degree  ir-  ther,  six  grains  of  powdered  sul- 
ritated.  Case  V.  A  woman,  23  phate  of  kina  were  sprinkled  on  a 
years  of  age,  long  liable  to  pul-  freshly  blistered  surface.  The 
monary  catarrh,  and  afi'ected  for  a  paroxysm  appeared  soon  after- 
year  previous  with  wandering  wards.  Next  morning  the  blis- 
pains  in  the  chest,  oppression  tered  surface  had  a  deep  red 
there,  and  dry  cough,  was  attack-  color,  was  covered  with  a  gela- 
ed  towards  the  end  of  November  tinous  exudation,  and  likewise 
1826,  with  quotidian  ague,  of  showed  here  and  there  little  yel- 
vvhich  she  was  cured  by  the  in-  low  spots,  which  consisted  of 
ternal  exhibition  of  sulphate  of  particles  of  kina  covering  little 
kina.  Towards  the  close  of  De-  depressions  in  the  cutis  vera.  Six 
cenaber  the  disease  returned,  still  grains  of  sulphate  of  kina  were 
in  the  quotidian  form.  During  the  again  applied,  however.  Butnow 
fit  the  heat  was  intense,  the  pulse  the  pain  became  so  intense,  and 
strong  and  frequent,  the  general  the  surface  so  red,  that  it  was 
oppression  considerable,  the  necessary  to  remove  the  powder, 
breathing  difficult,  and  interrupt-  and  apply   a  poultice.      On  the 
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third   morning   the   blistered  part    principles  of  diagnosis,  iliat  difficult 


was  covered  with  a  thick,  livid, 
moist  eschar,  having  red  edges, 
from  which  serum  was  discharged. 
The  paroxysm  reappeared  this 
da}',  and  again  on  the  third,  fifth, 
seventh,    and    ninth    days    after 


but  inv.dnable  departnu^nt  of  medi- 
cino,  and  the  individual  symptoms 
wliicli  distinguish  diseases,  the  facts 
in  cases,  are  here  shown  after  a  sim- 
ple and  very  striking  manner.       It  is 


wards.      During   this    period    the  ^o  be  regretted    that  the  type  in  the 

eschar     became    first    black    and  American  edition  is  so  small.       It  is 

dry,  then  round  the  edge  soft  and  a  manual,    to  be   sure,   and    were   it 

yellowish  ;   and  this  softening   ex-  only  for  the  pocket,  this  would  be  of 

tended  inwards  in  the   ivay  usual  iggg   consequence;    but   it  is  also  h 

with    superficial    eschars  of  the  ^^^^j.    f^^  g,^,^,^,^    ^^i^i^h    its   present 

skin.      After  the   sixth  paroxysm  .           ,                n         , 

^,           1    I    i         r  I  •                     •  size  and  type    will   render  to   some 

the  sulphate   ot   kina   was    given  ■" 

internally,     with     the    effect    of  readers  no  easy  task. 

checkinsf  the  disease  at  once. 


Revue  JMcdicale. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  17,  1S28. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Benjamin  T.  Prescott,  M.  D.  and 
Charles  T.  Greene,  M.  D.  have  been 


Manual  of  Pat]wlos[y;    containing    admitted  members  of  the  Association, 
the     Si/mptoms,    Diasnosis,    and    since  March  29,  1828. 
morbid  Character  of  Diseases  :  to-  Attest,  J.  G.  Stevenson, 


Sec'7j  B.  M.  A. 


Ton, 

Ending  June  6,  at  noon. 


gether  with  an  Exposition  of  the 
different  Methods  of  Examination, 
applicable    to     Affections    of  the  - 

Head,  Chest,  and  Abdomen.     By     weekly  keport  of   de  \tiis  in  bos- 
L.     Martinet,    D.   M.   P.,    &c. 
Translated,  with  Notes  and  Addi- 
tions, by  Jonas  Qijain,  A.  B.,  &c. 
Philadelphia,  1827. 

This  is  an  excellent  work.  It  has 
been  compiled  from  the  best  French 
writers,  and  the  author's  own  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  disease  add 
greatly  to  its  value.  To  the  student, 
but  especially  to  the  young  practi- 
tioner, this  volume  is  particularly  ap- 
plicable. Mr.  Martinet  has  descend- 
ed to  minute  details  under  an  excel- 
lent order,  and  shows  lunv  important 
it  is  not  merely  that  the  whole  truth 
in  disease  should  be  known,  but  that 
it  should  be  arrived  at  by  such  steps 
as  will  not  fail  to  present  it  to  the  B^ain  fever,  1-consumption,  8-croup,  1 
mind  after  the   most   useful    manner,    —hooping-coush,  4— lung  fever,  4— unknown, 

3 — siillburn,    3.       Males,     10 —females,    12. 

His  methods    proceed    on   the    best    Total,  22. 


May  30. 
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Ca|)t.  Samuel  Child, 
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64 

Emily  Johnson, 
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Nancy  Johnson, 
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John  Howe, 
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Sarah  Walker, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 
THIS  day  published  bv  COTTONS  & 
BARN'ARIJ  and  RICHARDSON  k 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGKAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
era  Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
&c.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
foUowinsT  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Daaforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thachei% 

'•  Thou  shall  lie  down 
With  patriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kings, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good, 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  viils — Price  $5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Win- 
ter St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  among'  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  'I'inct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  &c.  &c. 

C.  W.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
ed2;nient  to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'"  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

NOTICE. 

SUBSCRIBERS  who  are  still  indebted 
for  the    Bo.iton  Mediatl  Intelligencer^ 
are  requested  to  pay  tlieir  bills,  as  recent- 


ly presented,  either  at  tWs  office  or  to  one 
of  the  following  agents. — Barnet  Peters, 
Portland,  Me.  ;  Charles  Co/Jin^  Postmas- 
ter, liuxton.  Me.  ;  Charles  S.  Francis, 
New-York,  N.  Y. ;  Tho.  O.  H.  Crosinl, 
Postmaster,  Catskill,  N.  Y.  ;  R.  H.  Small, 
or  John  Mortimer^  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Gi- 
deon  B.  Smith,  Patriot  office,  Baltimore, 
Md.  ;  Lemuel  Dtcelle,  Augusta,  Ga. ; 
Drake  &  Conclin,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  are  reminded  that  after  the 
14th  day  of  next  month  the  price  of  the 
5th  volume,  as  published,  will  be  $3,00, 
instead  of  $2,62  1-2, 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  18S,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  Sz  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,    Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  &c. 

"  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  b3'  Bart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, and  it  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWER  &  BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 

*^*  Soda,  Rochrlle   and  other    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

MORBID  EFFECTS    OF    DENTITION. 

By  James  Jackson,  M.D. 

Concluded  from  p.  279. 

LXXIV.  The  proximate  causes. 
We  come  now  to  state  the  con- 
siderations and  directions  relative 
to  the  treatment,  as  they  refer  to 
the  proximate  causes.  So  far  as 
any  of  these  have  been  stated  in 
the  preceding  remarks,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  repeat  them.  In 
addition  to  such,  the  following  in- 
dications are  to  be  kept  in  view. 

1st.  To  retnove  all  noxious  mat- 
ters from  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

2d.  To  counteract  the  evil 
effects  of  such  chemical  changes 
as  may  take  place  in  the  contents 
of  the  stofnach. 

In  pursuing  these  two  indica- 
tions one  general  purpose  is  to  be 
attained.  This  is  to  remove  irri- 
tating substances  from  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels,  or,  which  is  the 
same  thing,  to  destroy  their  power 
of  irritating  those  organs.  By 
following  the  directions  in  respect 
19 


to  diet  already  laid  down,  the  fur- 
ther introduction  of  such  sub- 
stances will  be  in  great  measure 
prevented. 

LXXV.  By  these  means  not 
only  the  diarrhoea  will  be  greatly 
relieved,  but  in  many  instances 
the  symptoms  of  cholera  infantum, 
when  that  disease  has  not  been  of 
long  continuance,  will  also  be  re- 
moved. In  such  instances,  the 
6th  indication  mentioned  below 
must  next  be  fulfilled.  When 
however  in  cholera  the  symptoms 
remain  unsubdued,  we  have — 

3d.  To  produce  a  chanaje  in  the 
secretoiy  actions  of  the  diseased 
organs,  and  of  their  subsidiary 
glands,  the  liver  and  pancreas. 

4th.  To  excite  the  action  of 
the  capillary  vessels  in  other  parts 
ofthe  system,  and  thus  to  equalize 
the  circulation. 

LXXVI.  In  most  instances  it  is 
necessary,  from  time  to  time, — 

5th.  To  lessen  the  irritability 
and  sensibility  of  the  diseased  or- 
gans. 

In  all  cases  after  the  preceding 
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i'ldlcalions  have  been  fulfilled,  it  vanced,   it   becomes  important  to 

is  requisite —  select   sucli    remedies    as    are    in 

6th.   To   increase   the   tone   of  some  jneasiue  cai  able  ofaiibwer- 

tlie   system    genernlly,    and  parti-  iug  otber  iudicalioos. 

Ciilarly    that  of  the  stomach  and  LXXIX.    Fiisl,   it  is  desirable 

bowels.  to  excite  vomiting,  both   becanso 

LXXVII.  The  first  indication  the  stomach  is  more  j)erfectly 
h  t:)  remove  all  noxious  matters  from  evacuated  in  this  way  than  by 
the  diseased  organs.  These  are  purging,  and  becanse  that  oigan 
organs  which  cannot  be  left  en-  often  acquires  tone  from  ibis  act. 
tirely  williout  contents  for  any  Yet  it'a  lough  emetic,  such  as  the 
length  of  time.  Nature  demands  preparation  of  antimony,  be  em- 
that  something  be  swallowed  oc-  ployed  for  this  purpose,  it  ^^ili 
casiunally  in  all  cases,  and  the  se-  frequently  happen  that  the  eflVcts 
cretions  of  the  parts  and  those  will  be  loo  violent  and  too  lorg 
connected  with  thern  Jfte  conli.m-  continued,  and  that  the  energy  of 
aily  flowing  into  the  canal.  The  the  stomach  u  ill  thus  be  impaired, 
matters  which  are  swallowed  will  The  powder  (f  ipecacuarha  is 
often  nndergo  chemical  changes  to  be  preferred  for  this  |)ur(Hise  ; 
i.i  consequence  of  the  iiiabilily  of  and  this  should  be  administered 
the  stomach  to  perform  the  func-  in  small  doses.  Small  doses  will 
tion  of  digestion.  The  matters  generally  be  found  sufficient,  and 
secreted  are  often  changed  in  when  they  f;iil  to  op.eiate  as  de- 
quality  in  consequence  of  disease,  sired,  they  occasion  (ther  lieneti- 
anJ  become  unusually  adhesive,  cial  effects.  It  is  seldom  that  any 
or  unusually  acrimonious,  or  both,  advantage  will  be  obtained  by  vo- 
Froin  the  state  of  the  organs,  miting,  in  the  diseases  under  con- 
Iheir  excrementitious  contents  sideration,  if  large  doses  aie  ne- 
are  not  conveyed  through  tiiem  as  cessary  for  the  puipose. 
rapidly  as  uaual,  although  constant  LXXX.  The  ijiecaciianba  mny 
elforts  and  frequent  evacuations  in  most  cases  be  advantageously 
ai'e  taUing  place.  Now  these  ef-  combined  uith  submuriate  of 
fo  ts  must  be  rendered  more  ef-  quicksilver,  the  use  of  w  hicb  arti- 
fectual,  and  these  evacuations  cle  in  this  disease  shall  |)reseitly 
more  copious,  in  order  that  the  be  slated  more  at  large.  Two 
alimentary  canal  may  be  relieved  grains  of  each  of  these  articles 
from  irritation.  will  oftentimes  be  adequate  to  all 
LXXVIII.  To  produce  the  the  purposes  desired  ;  and  when 
evacuations  which  aie  necessary,  not  so,  such  a  dose  may  be  le- 
various  articles  of  the  uuUeria  peated  from  once  to  four  times  in 
mydica  may  be  em[)loyed.  In  a  day,  according  to  the  state  of 
t'la  early  stage  of  the  diarrhaa^  the  stomach,  and  the  effects  pro- 
whe.)  it  is  not  violent,  almost  any  duced. 

evacuant  will  effect  the  purposes  LXXXI.  The  submurias  by- 
proposed  ;  and,  especially  in  July  drargyri  is  one  of  the  most  useful, 
and  August,  when  the  disease  perhaps  the  most  useful  medicine, 
more  readily  yields  to  medicine  which  is  employed  in  these  dis- 
tban  in  the  autumn.  But  in  pro-  eases.  Physicians  entertaining 
portion  as  the  disease  has  grown  different  opinions  respecting  the 
violent,  aixl  as  the  season  is  ad-  causes  of  the  diseases,  and  the 
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mode  of  operation  of  this  medi-  stomach  and  bowels  to  evacuate 
tine,  agree  nevertheless  in  em-  their  contents.  This  medicine  is 
))loying  it.  They  employ  it  in  commonly  ranked  amonsf  caihar- 
different  doses  and  in  different  tics,  hut  not  among  emetics  ;  bnt, 
modes,  and  yet  all  perceive  some  in  children  especially,  it  does 
benefits  to  result.  It  is  not  hence  operate  on  the  stomach  albo.  If 
to  be  inferred  that  the  dose,  and  given  alone,  it  often  occasions 
other  circumstances  respecting  vomiting,  when  the  contents  of 
its  use,  are  not  of  any  importance;  the  stomach  are  offensive;  but 
but  only  thnt  they  are  not  always  more  especially  if  used  in  combi- 
of  essential  impoitance.  To  pre-  nation  wiih  ipecacuanha,  even 
sent  this  su'»ject  in  one  view,  we  though  both  articles  be  employed 
will  briefly  state  the  benefits  to  in  very  small  doses.  When  the 
be  derived  fioni  this  n)edicine,  subtnuriate  does  not  produce  this 
and  the  moile  of  using  it  in  order  effect,  it  occasions  the  stomach 
to  attain  these  benefits.  This  and  the  duodenum  to  discharge 
departure  from  the  order  propos-  themselves  of  their  contents 
ed  will  be  compensated  by  advan-  into  the  intestines.  Its  effects 
tages  in  respect  to  brevity  and  are  indeed  much  more  remark- 
clearness,  able  on   the  stomach  and  duode- 

LXXXII.  This  article  of  the  num  than  on  the  intestinal  canal 
materia  medica  appears  to  answer  generally,  while  most  other  ca- 
four  general  intentions.  First,  it  thartics  scarcely  affect  these  parts 
excites  the  stomach  and  bowels  at  all.  It  often  fails  to  occasion 
to  evacuate  their  contents.  Se-  an  evacuation  from  the  bowels, 
cond,  it  occasions  a  change  in  the  even  when  it  seems  to  have  car- 
actions  of  the  secretory  vessels  of  ried  forward  the  contents  of  the 
those  organs,  and  by  sympathy  upper  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
produces  similar  efi'ects  in  the  canal.  On  this  account  it  is  often 
vessels  of  the  subsidiaiy  glands,  necessary  to  follow  this  medicine 
the  liver  and  pancreas.  Third,  with  some  other  cathartic, 
probably  in  consequence  of  the  LXXXIV.  The  snbmuriate  is 
last  mentioned  effects,  it  appears  often  found  useful  when  the  sto- 
to  produce  on  the  stomach  the  mach  is  so  irritable  that  it  it  will 
effect  of  a  tonic.  Fourth,  it  oc-  not  bear  any  medicine  more  bulky, 
casions  a  more  equal  circulation  or  of  a  disagreeable  taste,  long 
over  the  whole  body.  Such  are  enough  to  have  any  important  ef- 
the  happy  effects  which  are  often  feet  produced.  In  such  cases, 
witnessed  from  the  exhibition  of  one  or  two  grains  of  this  article 
this  medicine,  when  the  doses  are  maybe  exhibited  every  third  or 
rightly  adjusted.  But  as  the  ef-  fourth  hour,  until  the  vomiting  is 
fects  are  sometimes  modified  by  checked.  The  first  two  or  three 
causes  which  elude  our  observa-  doses  will  commonly  occasion  vo- 
tion,  the  difHculty  of  this  adjust-  miting  ;  but  the  stomach  will  soon 
ment  is  very  great,  and  it  does  cease  to  eject  nutriment  if  can- 
not seem  possible  in  all  cases  to  do  tionsly  administered,  and  after- 
more  than  approximate  to  the  de-  wards  will  retain  the  medicine 
sired  point.  also.     In  such  instances  the  medi- 

LXXXIII.    First.    The  submu-  cine  seems  to  change  the  secreto- 

riate  of  quicksilver   excites  the  ry  actions,  and  to  act  as  a  tC4iie„ 
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LXXXV.  When  given  in  com-  of  the  evacuations  it  orcasiors, 
bination  with  ipecacuanha  as  be-  are  rendered  more  credible  by 
fore  mentioned,  its  emetic  effects  the  more  evident  benefits  it  pro- 
are  rendered  most  certain,  and  duces  in  a  disease  which  comes 
also  its  effects  in  producing  more  under  the  immediate  cognizance 
equal  circulation  over  the  whole  of  our  senses,  and  which  is  essen- 
systera.  When,  however,  it  is  tially  similar  to  the  cholera  infan- 
more  particularly  necessary  to  tum,  differing  only  in  its  seat, 
empty  the  bowels,  this  medicine  This  is  the  disease  described  in 
may  be  given  in  combination  with  §  xxx.  and  called  ulcuscnla  oris, 
a  small  quantity  of  the  root  of  ja-  In  this  disease  the  submuriute  may 
lap,  in  very  tine  powder ;  in  u  hich  be  given  in  doses  of  one  or  two 
combination  experience  sanctions  grains  every  morning,  or,  at  tirst, 
the  use  of  it.  Or,  the  same  pur-  twice  a  day,  and  at  the  same  time 
pose  may  be  answered  by  exhibit-  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  or 
ing  four  to  six  grains  of  the  sub-  some  other  astringent,  niay  be 
muriate  at  one  dose,  and  follow-  used  as  a  wash  for  the  mouth, 
ing  this  with  castor  oil.  When  Under  this  course,  not  only  the 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  mouth  gets  well  sooner  than  when 
the  operation  on  the  small  intes-  left  to  itself,  but  the  stomach  and 
tines  is  completed,  and  that  their  bowels  are  also  relieved  or  cured, 
contents  are  emptied  into  the  cae-  and  the  sympathetic  fever  and 
cum  and  colon,  it  is  better  to  eva-  general  iriitation  uhich  had  at- 
cuate  this  part  of  the  canal  by  an  tenrled,  subside  in  one  or  two  days, 
injection  than  to  irritate  the  sto-  In  tlie  progress  of  this  cure  it  is 
mach  unnecessarily  by  a  repeti-  not  found  to  be  immediately  de- 
tion  of  medicine.  There  is  rea-  pendent  on  the  evacuations  lAJiich 
son  for  this  supposition,  when  in  a  the  medicine  occasions,  and  it  is 
few  hours  after  exbil)iting  a  ca-  therefore  referabletoother  modes 
thartic  there  is  obtained  general  of  operation  of  that  medicine, 
relief,  while  no  evacuation  from  Now  under  the  same,  or  nearly 
the  bonels  has  ensued.  It  may  the  same  treatment,  the  cholera 
be  remarked  in  this  place,  that  in  infantum  will  be  relieved,  lluiugh 
respect  to  the  evacuations  from  not  quite  so  speedily;  and  uhen 
the  bowels  in  the  diseases  under  so  relieved,  other  remedies  which 
consideration,  the  great  ol)jects  will  be  mentioned,  must  be  em- 
are,  that  the  dejections  shall  les-  plo>ed  to  complete  the  cure.  In 
sen  in  frequency  and  increase  in  general  it  should  be  remarked, 
Tveiglit.  Through  the  u hole  (lis-  that  very  little  benelit  is  to  be 
ease  it  is  of  the  tirst  imjtortance  obtained  from  giving  the  submu- 
to  prevent  the  undue  retention  of  riate  in  large  doses,  as  is  perhaps 
faecal  matter.  For  this  purpose  too  much  the  practice.  There 
the  mildest  remedies  are  llie  best;  are  cases  where  the  organs  are 
but  we  must  not  be  deceived  by  very  torpid  in  which  this  must  be 
the  frequent  discharges  of  mucus  done,  and  the  doses  may  be  often 
and  bile  into  the  supposition  that  repeated.  But  in  general,  large 
nothing  faecal  is  retained.  doses   do   not    produce  any  more 

LXXXVI.     The  beneficial  ef-  beneficial  effects  than  small  ones, 

fects  of  the  submuriate  of  quick-  and  they  occasion  much   uuneces- 

silver  in  the  cholera,  indepeuUent  sary  evil. 
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LXXXVir.  The  diseases  under  cines.     For  instance,   when   the 

consideration  will  often  appear  to  patient  is  costive,  by    magnesia  ; 

yield  at  once  to  evacuations,   but  and  when  loose,  by  lime-water,  or 

such    favorable  appearances  must  carbonate  of  lime.      Or,  when  it 

not  be  contided  in.      The  morbid  is   not  desirable   to  adniinister  ei- 

disposition  at   least   remains,  and  ther  a  laxative   or  an  astringent, 

slij;ht  errors   in   diet  or  regimen  then  the   carbonate   of  potass  or 

will  occasion  a  recurrence  of  the  the  carbonate  of  soda  tnay  be  giv- 

disease,  and  often  with  aggravated  en.     To  these  it  is  useful   to  add 

6ym|)ioms.      The  cure  should   in  some  mild  carminative,  as  in  these 

Buch   cases   be    perfected    by  at-  cases   flatulence   is   often  a  very 

tending  to  the  sixdi   indication   as  distressing  symptom.     In  this  way 

laid  down  in  §  Ixxvi.       Also  when  the  contents  of  the  stomach  may 

relief  has  been  obtained  i>y  small  be  rendered  less  noxious,  and  thus 

doses  of  submuriate  of  qnicksil-  that  organ  will  be  allowed  to  re- 

Ver  frequently  repeated,  that  tiie-  cover  its  state  of  health, 
dicine  should  not   be  too  speedily        XC.    Respecting  (he  third  indi- 

relinquished.       It   is  most  proper  cation  enough   has   perhaps  been 

that    the  dose   and    frequency   of  said   in  consideiing  the  elfects  of 

repetition  be  gradually  diminisl)ed.  the    submuriate    of    quicksilver. 

LXXXVnif.  The  seco.id  iudi-  The  fourth  indication  is 'Mo  ex- 
cation  which  is  mentioned  in  sec-  cite  the  action  of  the  capillary 
tion  Ixxiv.  is  "  to  counteract  the  vessels  in  other  parts  of  the  sys- 
evil  effects  of  such  chemical  tem,  and  thus  to  equalize  the  cir- 
changes  as  may  take  place  in  the  culation."  Certain  remedies,  the 
contonts  of  the  stomach  and  bow-  benefit  of  which  is  established  by 
els."  The  chan2:es  whic  i  lake  experience,  are  supposed  to  ope- 
place  are  produced  by  p  arefac-  rale  in  this  way.  These  are  in- 
lion  of  ai  .inal  food,  and  the  ace-  ternal  and  external.  The  inter- 
to  ;s  fermentation  in  that  which  is  nal  are  such  as  are  found  to  atTect 
vegetable.  In  the  lirst  case,  that  the  secretoiy  system  generally, 
of  putrefaction,  the  evil  cannot  Of  this  description  aie  i[iecacnan- 
be  much  limited  even  in  a  sound  ha  and  submuriate  of  quicksilver, 
sloinacli,  still  less  in  a  feeble  one.  'l  he  use  of  those  articles  as  eva- 
In  this  case  the  effects  can  be  ob-  cuants  has  been  fully  discussed  ; 
viated  only  by  the  rejection  of  the  and  it  has  been  staled  that  while 
substance  fioui  the  stomach.  This  exhibited  for  other  purposes,  ihey 
is  often  effected  by  the  sponta-  will  answer  that  now  under  con- 
ncous  effoits  ;  but  when  it  is  not,  sideralion.  There  are,  no  doubt, 
that  organ  should  at  once  be  ex-  other  articles  which  will  answer 
cited  by  an  emetic.  the   same   purpose  ;   but   perhaps 

LXXXIX.    The    changes    pro-  none  so  perfectly  as  these, 
dticed  in  vegetable  food  are  more         XCI.     The   external   remedies 

to   be    guarded   against,    because  which  may  be   employed   for  this 

more  frequent;  but  they  are  much  [Mirpose  are  of  veiy  great  utility, 

less  offensive  to  the  stomach  than  These  are  generally    such   as  ex- 

those  which  take  |)lace  in  aniirial  cite   the   capillaries  of  the  skin  ; 

food.     The   evil,   in   the  case   of  warm  or  tepid  bathing,  friction,  ru- 

vegetable   substances,  may   often  befacients,  and  vesicaturies.     Balk- 

be    remedied    by    alkaline    medi-  ing  in  water  from  90  to  94  deg. 
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Fahrenheit,  before  going  to  bed,  ture  of  cantharides  of  greater  or 
produces  the  eflects  desired  in  a  less    strength,    and   more   or   less 
most  grateful   manner.     It   is  gc-  frequently  applied,  may  be  made 
nerally  sufficient  to  keep  the  pa-  to  answer  both  the  last  mentioned 
tienl  in  the  bath  from  six  to  eight  purposes,  viz.   that  of  a   rubefa- 
luinutes  ;  the  body  should  then  be  cient  and  that  of  a  vesicatory, 
wiped  perfectly  dry  and  well  rub-  XCIII.    The   fifth   indication  is 
bed,  and  the  j)atient  immediately  "  to    lessen    (he    irritability    and 
laid  in  bed,  but  without  the  adili-  sensibility  of  the  diseased  organs." 
lion  of  any  extra  clothing.     After  Tliis  indication  may   be,  in  a  con- 
this  operation,  the  night  is  passed  siderable  measure,  answered  by 
in  a    manner  so  much  more  tran-  the     methods    already    proposed, 
quil  than  usual  as,  in  most  cases.  The  removal  of  the  offending  sub- 
to  compensate  for  the  trouble  and  stances  not  only  lessens  irritation 
fatigue  attendant  on  it.  and  pain,  but  also  occasions  a   di- 
XCII.    Friction*  is  a  very  use-  minution  of  the  morbid  irritability 
ful  auxiliary   to  bathing,  and  may  3"^'   sensibility.      But,    however, 
also  be  employed  separately  with  "^  '«  often  necessary  to  employ  re- 
great  benefit.     In  these   diseases  medies  especially  for  this  purpose. 
it  may    be   applied  most  usefully  Preparations   of  opium  are    most 
over  the  abdomen  and  on  the  ex-  commonly  exhibited,  and  with  ve- 
tremilies.     Rubefacients    may   be  ^Y  g'««l  benefit.     Whether  hyos- 
advantageously  applied  to  the  ex-  ciamus,  or   any    other   narcotics, 
tremities  when  cold,  and  when  the  can   be   employed  with  the   same 
circulation   is    languid;    but    still  advantage,!   am   unable  to  state, 
more  so  over  the  a^bdomen.     This  Respecting  opium,  while  this  re- 
is  a  practice   which  is  sanctioned  ^edy     is    capable    of    being    ex- 
by  experience,  whatever  may  be  tremely  useful  in  the  diseases  un- 
thought   of  the  mode  in   which  its  der    consideration,  so    it    may   Le 
beneficial     effects     are     brought  extremely  injurious.  Itis  therefore 
about.     InWke  manner  vesicatories  necessary    to   consider  the  condi- 
are  extremely  useful.     When  the  tions  and  cautions  to   be  regaided 
stomach  is  very   irritable,  reject-  in  the  administration  of  it.  In  some 
ing  every  thing  which  is  swallow-  constitutions  it  is  alwa>-s  found  in- 
ed,  or  when  the  bowels  cannot  be  jurious  ;   and   in  all   cases  it  h;.s  a 
influencedby  medicine  in  ordinary  tendency   to   injure  the  stomach, 
doses,  vesication   over  the   abdo-  I"  "lost  cases,  but  not   in  all,  this 
men  will    give   very  great  relief,  ''ij"'T    's   more  than  balanced  by 
and  afterwards   internal  remedies  tlj«  benefits  it  produces. 
may  be  employed  with  more  sue-  XCIV.  In  general,  opium  should 
cess.     Likewise  when  the  patient  he    administered    only    when    the 
is  suffering  great  pain,  vesication  bowels  have  recently  been  evacu- 
is  highly    serviceable.     The  tine-  ated,  so   that   there  may    not   be 
""      any  hazaid  of  retaining  fascal  mat- 

^^,                     ,.,.^     ,          ,   ,,.  ter   in   them  ;  or  when  some  ca- 

♦  The  extensive  utility  of  warm  balhino'  ^,         .       .           i-i-.     i       ^     i 

and 'friction  is  much  insi,ud  upon  by  an  thartic   IS  exhibited   at  the  same 

eminent  practitioner  of  this  town.     I  shall  time  SO  as  to  obviate  constipation. 

always  be  ready  to  acknowleds^e  thai  I  After  artificial  evacuations,  \\ hen 

a„»  indebted  ^^^.^tn.fv" hiri^^Jlfrrf  f'equent  dejections  are  still  oc- 

in?  formed  a  sumciently   high  tsUmate  oi  '.              .J        1,11          1     •   • 

tbt  uM  of  those  remedies.  currmg,  opium  should  be  adroinis- 
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tere«I  in  small  doses  and  repeated  gree  of  disease,  the  strength  of 
afier  each  inotioii.  In  this  mode  the  patient,  his  irritability,  and 
of  adiiiinisLratio.i  the  qiiaulily  e\-  the  piecise  state  of  his  stomach 
hioited  will  Uc  ijioporlioiied  Id  the  on  the  other,  a  certai.i  ^.t-oj^oi  lioti 
disease.  If  the  skin  be  dry  and  and  adjustment,  which  t>lis  iur 
liJl,  the  opium  may  be  u.iited  with  all  the  judgment,  walchfulne.is, 
small  doses  of  wine  of  ipecacuan-  and  nice  discrimination  of  t!ij 
ha  ;  or,  if  the  strength  be  much  practitioner  ;  and  which  require 
exhausted,  to  this  may  be  added,  that  which  may  be  attained  l)y 
thij  water  or  tincture  of  cin.uimo.i.  practice  much  more  easily  than 
If  the  di^charg'^s  are  copious  and  it  can  be  taught  by  others.  In 
thi  I,  tin;;t.  of  kino,  with  pre, jared  respect  to  the  articles  to  be  em- 
carl)onale  of  lime,  may  be  added  ployed,  no  doubt  each  of  the  to- 
to  tlie  aljove.  I.i  cases  where  nics  may  be  sometimes  used  with 
the  patient  is  much  exhausted  by  advantage.  In  general,  prepara- 
pai.i  and  frequent  evacuations,  it  tions  of  the  hark  of  cinchona,  or 
is  sometimes  useful  to  administer  a  of  angnstura,  with  the  ailditin.i  of 
full  (lose  of  opium  at  night,  so  as  to  sotne  aroiriatic,  particularly  of 
give  a  respite  from  snlfering  for  cinnamon,  will  be  found  most  use- 
so. ne  hou;-s,  and  allow  the  system  ful.  The  decoction  of  these  arti- 
tini^  to  recruit  its  forces.  The  cles,  to  which  may  be  added  a 
success  of  the  practice  is  howev-  small  proportion  of  brandy,  is  ge- 
er  various,  and  it  should  be  dis-  nerally  to  be  preferred  to  other 
continued  if  tlie  patient  be  found  preparations  of  them.  The  pre- 
0  1  the  followi  ig  m  jrning  to  be  fee-  parations  of  iron,  such  as  the  tinc- 
ble,  relaxeil, and  without  a[)petite,  tore  of  the  muriate  of  ammonia 
with  h^avy  eyes  and  a  ilry  tongue,  and   iron,  or   the   carbonate,  may 

XCV.  T!)rt  sixth  indication,  and  be  occasionally  substituted  for  the 
the  last,  i-elative  to  the  proximate  vegetable  tonics  with  great  ad- 
causes,  is  ''  to  increase  the  tone  vantage  ;  and  sometimes,  where 
of  the  fystem  generally,  and  par-  the  latter  are  very  disgusting,  the 
ticularly  tint  of  the  stomach  and  former  being  given  in  a  small  com- 
bo.vels."  Tiis  is  to  be  fullilled  by  pass  are  much  more  easily  admi- 
tlirt  exhibition  of  tonics  and  cor-  nistered.  Wine  and  brandy  may 
dials  ;  by  great  care  in  respect  to  be  employed,  with  the  utmost  ad- 
di.-^t,  in  onler  that  the  most  nour-  vantage  when  the  patient  is  great- 
ishin^  fo)d,  and  that  ivhich  is  ea-  ly  enfeebled,  and  is  unable  to  take 
sy  '*f  digestion,  may  be  employed;  or  to  digest  much  nourishment, 
and  l)v  exer<;ise  i>i  the  open  air.  WiiK'  is  to  be  preferred  to  brandy 

XGV^I.      Tonics    and     cordials,  when  it  can  be  oI)tained  in  a  stale 

To   d.;tai!   all  the   circumstances  of  tolerable   purity,  and   when  it 

to  be  regarded  in  using  articles  of  does  not  become  sour  on  the  sto- 

t'lis  description,  in  selecting  those  niach  ;  ia  other  cases  brandy,  or 

mist  pro|)er  for  each  case,  and  in  alcohol  in  other  forms,  should  be 

determining  the   frequency  of  re-  directed, 

pealiiijibe  doses,  would  make  it  XCVII.   Having  thus  suggested 

necessary  to  add  loo  much  to  the  the  remedies  to  be  employed  with 

length  of  this  paper.     There  is  to  a   direct  view    to  the   proximate 

be  observed  between  the  remedy  causes  of  the  diseases  under  con- 

eiLhibited  on  oue  side,  and  the  de-  sideralion,  it  may  be  useful  to  re- 
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Tcrt  to  the  great  importance  of 
the  remote  causes,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  regarding  them  in  the 
treatment.  In  some  instances  it 
is  found  that  pharmaceutical  re- 
medies, aided  by  a  well  regulated 
diet,  are  employed  without  any, 
or  with  only  partial  and  temporary 
benefit.  This  happens  when  the 
patient  has  become  much  debili- 
tated, while  the  remote  causes 
continue  to  operate,  and  thus  con- 
stantly to  perpetuate  the  proxi- 
mate cause.  In  such  cases  ihe 
harmaceutical  remedies  should 
e  given  up,  at  leaspt  until  some 
favorable  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  system,  and  attention  should 
be  paid  only  to  remove  or  avoid 
the  remote  causes.  At  the  same 
time  cordials  should  be  employed 
liberally.  It  should  be  remarked, 
however,  that  by  cordials  are 
meant  those  substances  which  are 
found  to  deserve  that  appellation 
in  each  individual  case. 

XCVIII.  One  of  the  most  pow- 
erful changes  we  can  make,  in 
reference  to  the  remote  causes, 
under  the  circumstances  just  de- 
scribed, is  in  respect  to  the  at- 
mosphere. A  change  from  the 
city  to  the  country,  from  low  and 
moist  situations  to  those  which  are 
high  and  dry,  from  the  seacoast  to 
the  inland  countiy,  will  most  com- 
monly, in  cases  such  as  are  above 
described,  (sect,  xcvii.)  afford 
wonderfully  great  relief.  It  is 
the  change  from  town  to  country 
respecting  which  experience  war- 
rants the  greatest  confidence  in 
these  cases.  The  benefit  derived 
from  such  a  change  is  not  imagi- 
nary. The  patient  is  not  to  be 
sent  away  because  something  must 
be  done.  It  is  a  change  which 
should  be  advised  in  all  cases, 
where  the  circumstances  of  the 
patient  will  permit  it,  whenever 


cither  diarrhoea  or  cholera  has  oc- 
curred with  any  considerable  vio- 
lence ;  but  it  is  to  be  urged  very 
strongly  whenever  the  disease  re- 
sists pharmaceutical  remedies, 
even  although  the  patient  be  not 
yet  very  greatly  reduced  in 
strength. 


II. 

^  Case  of  Fracture  of  the  Spleen, 
and  Rupture  of  the  Intestines, 
occasioned  by  external  Violence. 

By  William  Ingalls,  M.D. 

A  LAD,  15  years  of  age,  by  a  fall 
from  a  building  upon  a  pile  of 
stones,  fractured  the  radius,  and 
received  a  severe  injury  in  the 
region  of  the  abdomen.  The 
height  from  which  he  fell  was  by 
admeasurement  ascertained  to  be 
twenty-six  feet. 

The  patient  came  under  my 
care  almost  immediately  after  the 
accident.  The  fractured  portions 
of  the  radius  were  replaced  ;  but 
finding  his  pulse  to  be  scarcely 
perceptible,  and  that  he  was  in  a 
state  of  insensibility,  further  treat- 
ment was  suspended  till  after  he 
was  conveyed  home.  The  acci- 
dent took  place  just  before  sunset 
on  the  8th  of  May. 

By  the  time  he  arrived  at  his 
lodgings,  reaction  had  taken  place, 
and  sensibility  returned  ;  the  pulse 
was  full  and  strong,  and  the  veins 
more  distended  than  could  have 
been  expected  for  the  time.  At 
this  period,  there  was  great  pain 
in  the  hypogastric  region,  accom- 
panied with  the  restlessness  and 
jactitation  which  frequently  arise 
when  the  system  has  suffered  from 
severe  concussion.  Venesection 
was  performed,  but  without  any 
evident  advantage. 

After  dressing  the  fractured 
limb,  removing  the   fragments   of 
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broken  teeth,  (a  severe  contusion  making  from  the  time  he  recei\'efl 

in  the  mouth  having  been    added  the    injury    to   the   period   of  his 

to  the  oiher  injuries)    and  replac-  death  just  thirty-six  hours. 

inj;  those  that  were  loosened,  my  „    ^        ^        , 

°     .•               ,.       *    J  .     .1  Post-mortem  Inspection. 

attention  was  directed  to  the   na-  ^ 

ture  of  the  injury  within  the  cavi-  Present  Dr.  Dixwell  and   Dr. 

ty  of  the  abdomen.      Taking  into  Hayward,  sen. 

consideration    the    circumstances  On  laying   open  the  cavity  of 

attending  the  accident,    and   the  the   peritoneum,  it  appeared,  the 

uncertainty  of  the  kind  of  injury  tension   and    enlargement    of  the 

and  its  seat,  a  fatal  termination  of  abdomen  were  occasioned  by  fla- 

the  case  seemed  inevitable.     Ca-  tus  and  an  accumulation  of  extra- 

thartics,  fomentations  and  pedilu-  vasated  blood.      As   no  rupturtjd 

vium  were,  however,  prescribed,  vessel  was  recognized,  it  was  pre- 

About  three  hours  after  the  ac-  sumed    the  blood  proceeded  from 

cident,  the  patient  vomited  a  large  the  spleen.      On  examining  this 

quantity  of  blood,    blended    with  viscus,    there    were    discovered 

food  imperfectly  digested.     The  four  transverse  fractures,  or  rents, 

haemateraesis  wao  undoubtedly  in-  filled   with   coagulated  blood,  ex- 

cidental.     The  blood,  proceeding  tending  across  its  anterior  conca- 

from  ruptured  vessels  in  the  pos-  vity,    one    of    which    penetrated 

terior  nares,  W'as  swallowed,  and  completely  through  its  substance, 

afterwards  rejected  from  the  slo-  These  lacerations  no  doubt  consti- 

mach.     No  particular   treatment  tuted  the  source  of  the  hemor- 

was  required.  rhage. 

May  9.  6  o'clock,  A.M.  Pulse  There  was  a  tumor,  as  has  been 
rapid  and  irregular  ;  pain  in  the  observed,  in  the  region  of  the  sto- 
abdomen  continued  ;  the  abdomen  mach,of  a  character  ditferent  from 
somewhat  tumid  and  tense  ;  coun-  the  genera!  inflation  of  the  abdo- 
tenance  distressed.  The  cathar-  men,  which  cannot  be  explained 
tics  not  having  operated,  a  rej/Cti-  v/ithout  admitting  that  the  blood 
tion  of  them,  to  be  assisted  after  was  retained  in  that  situation  by 
suitable  intervals  \\\\.\\  injections,  being  lodged  in  the  sac  or  cavity 
till  they  produced  the  desired  ef-  belonging  to  the  epigastrium. 
feet,  was  recommended.  Hence,  in  hemorrhages  from  in- 
Evening.  Relief  from  pain  ;  juries  of  the  s|)leen  or  from  rup- 
free  evacuation  from  the  bowels  ;  tuied  vessels  in  its  vicinity,  wo 
the  powers  of  life  tnucb  protract-  may  expect  to  see  a  well  defined 
ed  ;  prognosis  unfavorable.  tumor  in  the  epigastric  region,  af- 
May  10.  6  o'clock,  A.M.  The  fording  to  the  touch  a  soft  yielding 
tumefaction  of  the  abdomen  \vas  sensation,  rather  than  a  strong 
considerably  but  unequally  aug-  sense  of  fluctuation.  It  is  possi- 
mented,  the  umbilical  and  hy|)o-  ble,  however,  in  profuse  hemor- 
ga?tric  regions  being  uniformly  tu-  rhages,  the  blood  may  be  discharg-, 
mid  and  tense,  while  a  sufi  cir-  ed  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritone- 
cumscribed  tumor  occupied  the  um  through  the  foramen  behind 
epigastrium  ;  pulse  had  ceased  ;  the  capsule  of  Glisson,  in  which 
signs  of  dissolution  unequivocal,  case,  the  character  of  the  tumor 
The  patient  expired  in  about  ten  and  the  source  of  the  hemorrhage 
minutes   after    I    left   the   house,  would  be  less  easily  ascertained. 
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In  the  iliac  portion  of  the  intes-  case,  which  are  to  be  considered 

tinuin  teiiue  was  found  a  lacera-  pathognomonic. 

tioii,  througli  which  ibsued  into  the        3d.    As,  at   the  time  of  the  in- 

peiitoueal  cavity,  flatus,  a  worm,  speclion,  the  l)lood  was  fluid,  and 

and  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  feces,  as  it,  indeed,  showed  no  lehdeiicy 

The  seat  of  the  lesion  presented  to  coagulate,  it  is  thought  projjer 

an    inteiestnig    phenomenon,    and  to  suggest  the  practicability  of  an 

exhibited  the  wondertul  resources  operation  for  its  removal. 

of  the  constitution   in  counteract-         In  tlie  pro[)osed   plan   the  parts 

ing  theeff'ects  of  injuries.     A  lold  to  be  divided   are  the   j)arietes  of 

of   the   ilium    was   convoluted    in  the  abdomen,  the  peritoneum  and 

such   a   manner   as   to  form  a  flat  the  portion  of  the  e[)iploon  situat- 

circular  surface  an  inch  and  a  half  ed  between    the   great  curvature 

in  diameter,  in  the  centie  of  which  of  the  stomach  and  the  transverse 

the  wound  was  situated.     The  re-  poilion  of  the  colon,  and  which  is 

iiiainder  of  tliis  singularly  convo-  attached  to  these  organs. 

luted   ftld    in   every   part  con)ing        After   placing   the  patient  on  a 

iiito  contact  was    united  by  adhe-  table   of  a  suitable   height,  and  a 

sive  inflammation  into  a  ina>s,  pos-  pillow  under  the  back,  to  produce 

sessing  the    power  of  restraining  a  slight    tension  of  the  abd«)niinal 

the   peristaltic    motion,    and   pre-  muscles,  let   an  incision  about  an 

serving   the   intestine   nearly   in  a  inch  or  more    in  length,  according 

quiescent  state:  clearly  indicating  to  the    thicknt^ss  of  the   parietes, 

a  degree  of  rest  to  be  indisj)ensa-  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  linea 

biy    necessary   to   the   process  of  alba,  a  little  below  the  extremity 

cicatrization.  of  the  xiplioid  caitilage,  as  far  as 

.  the  [)eritoneu(n;  separate  the  lips 

Remarks.  ^^  j,,^   ^^.^^^^j  1^^    ^^^^^^  ^^  l^,^,^^ 

1st.  In  cases  where  laceration  hooks  ;  owing  to  the  tianspaiency 
of  the  intestine  is  suspected,  it  of  the  periioneuiTh  and  the  onien- 
woitld  be  wise  to  follow  the  indi-  turn,  the  colored  fluid  would  be- 
cations  of  nature  by  enjoining  com-  come  visible,  and  serve  as  a  guide 
plete  abstinence  from  motion,  and  to  cotnplete  an  opening  suflicient- 
avoidiiig  excitation  of  the  peristal-  ly  large  to  admit  the  hose  of  a 
tic  motion  by  the  introduction  of  slomach  pumj),  and  enable  the 
cathartics;  it  may,  however,  as  o|)eiator  to  evacuate  the  contents 
suijgested  by  Dr.  Dixwell,  be  ad-  of  the  sac.  Or  in  case  the  0|'e- 
visalilo  to  einpl  w  enemas,  to  re-  rator  wish  to  proceed  more  can- 
move  the  contents  of  the  colon,  tiously,  the  pei  itonenni  in  the  Hist 
with  the  view  of  obviating  tlie  ir-  |)lace  may  be  (li\  ided,  and  the 
ritatioi  their  remora  is  wont  to  omentum  afterwards  ruptured 
produce.  with  the  handle  of  a  scalpel.     Af- 

2J.   Though  pain  and  tenderness  ter  the  blood  is  exhausted,  and  the 

pervaded  the  whole  bypogasliium,  cavity,  perhaps,  washed  out  v^ith 

yet    the    more    severe    pain    and  le|)i(l  water,  the  lips  of  the  wound 

greater   tenderness   in  a  spot  just  are  to  lie  brouglit  into  cont;'Ct,  and 

al)Ove   the   symphysis    pubis,   and  secured   by   suture,    or   adhesive 

the  consecutive  tension  and  infla-  straps  and  bandage. 
tion  of  the  abdomen,  were  the  on-        4th.    In  the  cavities  examined, 

ly   symptoms   in  this  complicated  the    thoracic   and  abdominal,   iho 
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viscera,  except  those  mentioned,  upon  a  bed,  an  incision  was  made 

escaped   unliurt.     Structural  dis-  in  the  course   of  the   linea  alba, 

ease   had,   however,  commenced  which  divided  the   first    layers  of 

its    inroads    on    the    constitution,  the  libies  of  the  uterus  ;  a  second 

The  heart  and  the  collutitious  or-  incision    in    the    same    direction 

gans  of  digestion  were  preterna-  opened  thai  viscus,   from   which 

turally    compact    and    firm  ;    the  the   dead   foetus   was   taken,    the 

mesenteric  glands  were  enlarged,  size  of  which  proved  the  impossi- 

and   indicated  the  existence  of  a  bilily  of  its  being  brought  into  the 

scrofulous    taint   in    the    system  ;  world  in  the  usual  manner, 

and  several   calculous  concretions  The  wound  was  united   by  five 

of  the  size  of  a   pea  were  found  points  of  the  suture,  having  a  tent 

imbedded  in   the   parenchyma   of  of  lint  in  the   inferior  angle  ;   and 

the  lungs.  a  bandage  was  applied  about   the 

The  calculi,  about  six  or  eight  abdomen.     In  the  evening   of  the 

in  number,  were   situated  in  that  san>e  day  the   febrile  excitement 

part  of   the  lungs  which  occupies  rendered    venesection  to    twelve 

the  domes  of  the  thoracic  cavity,  ounces  necessary.      A  bloody  dis- 

and,  undoubtedly,  would  have  ul-  charge   flowed   Irom   the  vagina  ; 

timately    become    the    source   of  the  fever  continuing,  seven  ounces 

great  constitutional  irritation.  more  of  blood  were  abstracted  in 

Boston,  June,  1528.  the  night. 

The  following  day,   there  was 

fever,  vomiting,  headach,  and  is- 
churia. The  catheter  was  em- 
ployed ;  venesection  t\\  ice,  to  half 
a  pound  each  time  ;  lavements  and 

Cmsarian     Operation    successfully  mild  di inks.       The    third  day  the 

performed.       By  Professor  An-  fever  continued  with  ischuria  and 

DREiNi.  constipation  ;  venesection,  cathe- 

Egidia  Sgrilli,  of  Florence,  twen-  ter  and  lavements  were  repeated, 

ry-three  years  of  age,  of  a  weakly  The  fourtii  day  the  patient  was 

and  scrofulous  habit,  being  at  the  better,     consti|)ation     continued, 

full  time   of  utero  gestation,  suf-  Half  an  ounce   of  castor  oil   pro- 

fered  labor  pains  for  sixty  hours,  duced     plentiful,    yellow,     liquid 

when  two  jfhysicians  were  called  evacuations. 

to  her,  who  found  that  the  brim  of  The  fifth  day    fever   returned, 

the  pelvis  was  too  small  to   allow  Abdomen  tumiil,  and  tender  when 

of  the  possibility   of  tiie    birth   of  touched  ;    the    locbial    discharge 

the  child  per  vias  naturulee  ;  she  became  suspended,  headache  and 

was  fiee    from   fever,    the   pains  diyness  of  the  fauces  ;   venesec- 

were  less  frequent,   the   os   uteri  tion  was  repeated  to  half  a  |)ound. 

was  dilated,  the  liquor  amiiii   had  Symptoms  diminished,  a  sero-pur- 

passed  away,    the  funis  appeared  nient  discharge  flowed   from   the, 

without  the   os   externum,    it    did  wound. 

not  pulsate.       The   child  had  not  The  sixth  day,    and  during  the 

been  felt  to   move   for   six  hours,  morning   of   ihe   seventh,  evident 

The  Caesarian  operation  was   de-  impr'ivenrent  ;    the    locbial    dis- 

termined  upon.     The  patient  be-  charge  returned  ;  tiarting  pains  in 

ing  placed  io  a  convenient  manner  the  mammae  ;   in  the  morning  and 
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at  night  the  fever  was  very  high  ; 
four  ounces  of  blood  were  ab- 
stracted, and  afterwards  two 
ounces  more  were  drawn. 

The  eighth  doy,  better  :  the 
dressings  were  removed.  The 
wound  was  found  to  be  united 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  ex- 
cept at  the  inferior  angle,  in  which 
the  lint  was  placed. 

The  fourteenth  day,  the  point 
of  suture  at  the  superior  angle  of 
the  wound  was  removed  ;  the  fol- 
lowing day  the  seconu  point,  and 
on  the  sixteenth  day,  the  three 
reniainins  points,  and  Strips  of  ad- 
hesive plaster,  were  placed  across 
the  wound. 

The  diet  of  the  patient  was 
from  this  time  gradua'ly  increas- 
ed ;  a  bandage  with  a  plaque  was 
applied  over  the  cicatrix.  On  the 
thirtieth  day  from  the  operation, 
the  patient  left  the  hospital  per- 
fectly well. — Annal.  Univ. 

On  the  use  of  Tannin  as  a  Remedy 
for  Alenorrkagia. 

This  substance  has  lately  been 
employed,  it  is  said,  wiUi  very 
great  success,  in  tl»3  treatmciiit  of 
uterine  hemorrhage  by  an  Italian 
physician.  Dr.  Pjrta.  He  has 
used  it  for  three  years,  and  has 
never  found  it  fail  but  twice. 
The  general  results  he  has  been 
led  to  by  his  practical  experience 
are,  that  tannin  has  a  special  ac- 
tion on  the  uterus  when  the  he- 
morrhage is  active,  whether  it 
arises  from  chronic  or  acute  me- 
tritis, but  that  in  the  latter  case 
the  inflammation  must  be  previ- 
ously combated  by  repeated  co- 
pious blood-letting  ;  that  it  is  not 
of  any  use  in  hemorrhage  connect- 
ed with  organic  disease  of  the 
uterus  ;  and  that  its  action  is  very 
rapid,  while  the  quantity  required 
to  effect  a  cure  is  so  small  as  to 
be  easily   borne   on  the  stomach. 


He  has  published  several  of  the 
cases  which  have  led  him  to  these 
conclusions.  The  following  is  an 
abstract  of  a  few  of  them.  Case 
I.  A  woman  of  middle  age,  and  of 
a  bilious  irritable  temperament, 
after  recovering  from  a  severe  at- 
tack of  miliary  fever,  was  attack- 
ed during  convalescence  with 
considerable  uterine  hemorrhaze. 
Conceiving  at  tirst  that  it  was  no- 
thing more  than  a  premature  ap- 
pearance of  the  catamenia,  she 
for  some  time  paid  little  attention 
to  it  ;  but  after  it  had  continued 
several  weeks,  and  had  greatly 
reduced  her  strength,  she  became 
alarmed,  and  consulted  Dr.  Porta. 
He  ordered  her  to  take  two  grains 
of  tannin  every  two  hours,  and  in 
two  days  the  hemonhage  ceased 
altogether.  Case  II.  A  woman, 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  of  delicate 
habit,  and  nursing  a  child  four 
months  old,  was  seized  with  ute- 
rine hemorrhage,  which,  like  the 
former  patient,  she  at  first  ima- 
gined to  be  the  catamenial  tlis- 
charge.  As  it  continued,  how- 
ever, much  longer  than  usual,  and 
was  ranidly  enfeeMuig  her,  she 
had  recourse  to  Dr.  Porta,  who 
found  that  she  tiad  been  twenty 
days  ill,  and  that  she  was  affected 
with  lumbar  pains,  some  swelling 
and  tenderness  of  the  hypogastri- 
nt!!  and  syin|)lomatic  fever.  He 
directed  her  to  take  a  pill  con- 
taining three  grains  of  tannin  every 
tliird  hour;  and  she  took  only  eight 
of  tb(;m  when  tiie  hemorrhage  en- 
tirely ceased.  Case  III.  A  wo- 
man of  irritable  sanguine  terjiper- 
ament,  and  thirty-eight  years  of 
age,  had  been  affected  for  three 
weeks  with  menorrhagia,  when 
Dv.  Porta  was  called  to  visit  her. 
He  found  that  pressure  on  the 
hypogastrium  excited  pain  there, 
shooting  towards  the  loins,  that 
the  pul83    was   hurried,  and    that 
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she  U'as  liable  to  Slid  Jen  paroxysms  "The  committee  recommend  that 

of   pyrexia.      As    there    was    not,  every  member  of  the  S"cioiy  be  per- 

however,  any   notable  swelling  in  ndtted  to  take  from  the  library  liiree 

the  hypogastrinm,  he  orde.ed  the  i,,,^;,^  ^^  ^  ,i,^^^  ^„j  ^^  retain  them 

tannin     without    any    preliminary  ^                     ., 

,     ,     ■'     '                 .  •'  tor  one  year. ' 

treatment,  and  the  same  nnautity  mi               i          i    •                    i 

•     .1      1     J  „  '           I  1  he  second  reso  ulion,  to  pay  tlie 

was  given  as  m  the  last  case.     In  >      i'  j 

the  course  of  two  days  about   two  necessary    expenses     attending     the 

scruples  were  taken,  upon  which  meeiingsofiheCensorSjOntofthetrea- 

the  hemorrhage  was  permanently  sury,  was  refprrcd  to  tiie  Counselli)rs. 

checked.      Cin^e  IV.   A  young  wo-  Tlie  third  resohnion,  iiroviding  for 

man  of  robust  habit   was  attacked  ,i,e  quarterly  publication  of  medical 

with  profuse  hemorrhage  from  the  p^^,^,^     f„^    gratuitous    distributioa 

uterus,  bv  which  in  the  course  of  .             ,                   ... 

-        '     '  ,       ,                      ,         ,  amoiifj  the  members,  was  reacted. 

a  lew  weeks  she  was  reduced  to  „-,, "               ,.           ^    .      im    i-     i 

„    ,    ,       r          .        I         ,•            ivT   .  1  he  proceedmgs   or    uie    Medical 

a  state  of  great  exhaustion.     JN'ot-  ^               ^ 

withstandhig    her    state,    and    the  Convention    at    Northampton    were 

large   quantity    of  blood  she  had  next  discussed,  but   before  any  vote 

lost,  the    pulse    was  frequent  and  was  taken,  the  time   having   arrived 

full,    and    the    hypogastriuttj    was  fur  the  Discourse,  the  further  consi- 

tumid  and  tender.      Dr.  Porta  im-  deration  of  the  subject  was  postponed 

mediately    ordered  her    to  cease  jjn  ,|,e  Address  had  been  delivered. 

taking    wine     and     tonic    drinks,  /-.^^        p,   o                  »,  p.    ,,  „., 

,."',,,              .          ,                '  (jeorge  C  bnATTUCK,  M.U.   theu 

which   had  been   given  her  up  to  .... 

.1     .      .■                J      1-        .1     ,1  eave  a    very  interesting  discourse  on 

that    time,    and     directed     three  =>                 -                   & 

grains  of  tannin  to  be  administered  ^^'^  ""certainties  of  human  life  and  of 
every  third  hour.  Towards  the  the  medical  art,  and  closed  it  with  bio- 
close  of  the  fourth  day  the  hemor-  graphical  sketches  of  tlie  late  Dr. 
rhage  ceased.  The  lumbar  pains  Samuel  Danfurth,  and  of  the  late 
which  usually  accompany  the  dis-  w^ard  Nicholas  Bnylsion.  Esq. 
ease  continued  a  few  days  longer.  ^\,,,,,],^  ,veie  voted   to  Dr.  Shat- 

Jlnn.  Uinv.  ♦     i   r     i  •              i           .       i   • 

tuck  for  nis  very  eloquent  and   iiige- 

iiious  discourse.     The  debate  on  the 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JUNl^  24,  1828.  Convention  was   then    resumed,  and 

the  proceedings,  with  sundry  amend- 

ANNU.^L  MEETING  OF  THE  M.\SSA-  nients,  were  adopted. 

CHUSETTS    .MEDICAL    SOCIETV.  n      ,    ■                       -.■                               r 

Certain  propositions  were  refer- 
JuNE  4!h,  1828.— The  Ann>ial  Meet-  red  to  the  Society  by  the  Counsel- 
ing of  ihe  Society  was  held  this  day.  lors,  on  medical  education,  and  the 
Seventy-five  Counsellors  were  cho-  terms  of  admission  to  the  Society, 
sen.  The  report  of  a  committee  on  which  were  referred  to  a  committee 
the  stale  of  ihe  Treasury  was   read  of  the  Society. 

and  accepted,  also  the  report  of  the  A  question  on  the  relations  of  the 
committee  on  the  Library.  A  com-  graduates  of  the  Berkshire  Medical 
miltee  reported  on  the  disposition  of  Institution,  was  referred  to  the  Coun- 
the  annual  assessment,  and  on  the  sellers,  as  was  also  a  letter  from 
use  of  the  Library.  The  following,  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  request- 
one  of  three  resolutions  reported,  ing  the  appointment  of  delegates  to 
was  adopted.  the  Convention  to  be  held  at  Wash- 
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ington,  January  1st,  1830,  to    revise  tiori  before  the  Society.       Afier    the 

tiie    Plianuacopcela    of    llie     Uuiled  appointnieiit  of  various   comruittees, 

SiHlrs.  recfiviiiii    reports,    and    transacting 

A  report  was    made  by    the    com-  other  business,  the    meeting  was  dis- 

miitee  appointed  to  examine  disser-  solved.                 

tati.Mis  on  Inten)perance,  and  award  Counsellors    of  the     Massachusetts 

a  proniinm  of  (ifiy  dollars  if  any  one  Medical  Society. 

were  deemed  worthv  of  it.  r^        o!   jt  n       r\        \\t        t       n 

I'or   Suffolk — urs.   VVm.    Insalls, 

It  appeared  no  dissertation  on  the  j,j|,„  Dixw.ll,  Jnnies  Jukson,  Benj. 

snhject  had  been  received  in  season,  ShnrtlelT,    John    C.    Warren,    Joliti 

and  no   award    was    made.      It    was  Gorhani,    J.Jni    Randall,     Gen.    C. 

J   ,            .•         ,1                •              J  Sliattiick,    John    B.    Brown,    Waller 

voted  to  continue  the  premnim,  and  ^,         .    '    ,       ,   r,      ■        r<       ft 

'  t^lianiniig,  Jarol)  Lsigciow,  (.reo.  H  ly- 

to  refer  the    subject  to^the  Counsel-  ^^„.^^  i^,,,,^.,,  Hale,  jr.,    Solomon  D. 

sors,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  Townsend,  John    Ware,    Zubdiel  B. 

be  necessary  to  carry  this  design  into  Adams,  Davi<l  Osgood, 

rt.  jPor  Essex — Drs.  Benjamin  L  Oli- 

,,  '     ,          1.       1         1               •  ver,  John  D.  Treadwcll    J.imes  Gar^ 

Voted,  to  dissolve  the  meeting.  ^j,,,,,.^   j^;^,,.,^,,  H.z«-ltine,  Nathaniel 

_,    ,.           y  .7      y-t           71            /•   .7  Bradstreet,  Joseph    Kittredjie,  Jere- 

Meetins  of  the   Counsellors   of    the  •   .   o      n-    j     *  i    i  i     o               a 

^     •'                                    -^  miali  Spoljord,  Auei  L.  rierson,  An- 

Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  d,.p^v  Ni.hnis,  Joseph  Torrey,  Tho- 

Jnne  5th,  1828.     The  officers  of  the  mas  IMannin?. 

o     •  .                 fi    .    „K  „.  „     ^..A   .u»  l^or  Middlesex — Drs.  Amos  Ban- 

Societv   were    nrst    chosen,   and   the  ..     ^  ,  i      ,,,,                .  ,  •  ,    n 

.   ,      ,                 .             ,  croti,  Calvin     1  iKunas,    Abiel    HcV- 

proceedmgsofthe  last  meeting  read.  ^^,„„j^    j^^,,-,,,    Wyman,     Jnmes     P. 

Censors  were  next  chosen.  Chaplin,      Thomas     Bucklin,     John 

The  Correspoii'ling  Secretary  then  Walton,     Abraham     R.    Thompson, 

rep.)rled  the  names  of  those  who  had  Z"i"«-k  H'W.',  John   Hart. 

,,/.,,        ,.       r  .1      o     •  J'^or  Worceste?- — Drs.   Amos  Has- 

accepted  the  fellowship  of  the  bocie-  ,     ,,     c       i          d       i    u                 r   i 

'                                   '  kell,    Sleplu-n    Bairhelder,    jr.    Jidin 

ty  since  the  last  meeting,  viz.  :  Gn'i-u,     Danhd     Thuiber,    B.'i.j.    F. 

Bf'uj.   Barrett,  IM.D.,  Northampton.  Heywood,    John    Honians,    Charles 

L<'ouai(l  Proctor,  M.l)  ,  Lexington.  W.  Wilder,  Amos  Parker. 

Joshua  Hayward,  IM.D.,  Boston.  For      Hampshire Drs.      Elihu 

Edwin  Adams,  M.D.,  (/o.  Dwiuhf,     Alplieus    F.     Stone,    J(dia 

John  Jeffries,  M.D.,  do.  Stone,  Jos.'ph  11.  Flint,   S.  W.  Wil- 

The     following   committees   were  Hams,  David  Hunt.         „  „   ^,  .,  , 

,      ,    ,,         .  For  Bcrhshire — Drs.  H.  H.  Childs, 

next  chosen  by  ballot,  viz.;  t>     \i'     ,i        .          wr     u    t^   i         f 

J              ^  R.    W  orllunizton,    W.    H.    i  vier,   C. 

Drs.  John  Dixuell,     1  Committee  of  Worthington,  R.  Fowler,  B.'Rogers. 

Geo.  Hayward,   V  py^^j^^^jo^^  For    Aoifol/c— Drs.    Amos    H.d- 

Enoch  Hale,  jr.  )  brook,  Nailianiel  Miller,   John  Bart- 

And  lett,   Robert    Tliaxter,    Samuel  Bug- 

Drs.  J<din  Dixwfll,    ")  ^         ;,       „  ^'^^^  Jeremy  Stimson,  Ebenezer  Al- 

Jas.P.Chap!in,Cg^"!'"^'';^7  den. 

JacobBinelow,   5^"'^"'''"'''  ^'«'-     Pll/monih-Drs.     N.     Hay. 

Various    other    Committees    were  vvnrd,  Hector  Orr,Cushing  Oi.s,  Aa- 

,         ,                       ,  drew  Mackie,  Lzekiel   1  haxter. 

appointed,  and  reports  made.  ^^.^  Bristol-Drs.  B.  Billings,  Al- 

John  Gorham,   M.D.    was    chosen  exander  Reed,  Johnson,  Jo- 

to  deliver  the  next  Annual  Disserta-  siah  Batchelder. 
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Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society. 

Jnnips  Jicksiii,  M  D.  Presi  fent. 
Aiii'is  Hulbruok,   iM.D.    Vice  Presi- 
dent. 
Jnlin  Dixwell,  M.D.  Cor.  Srcrctary. 
Ge.'.    IliiyvvariJ,  -M.D.    Rtc.    Secre- 

tiVXJ. 

W.ilitT  Cliaiinine,   iM.D.    Treasurer^ 
ill    ihe    place    uf  \)i.  Bigelow,  re- 
signed. 
Eiiocli  fill'',  jr.  IM.D.  Librarian  and 
Cabinet  Keeper. 

Censors  for  the  1st  Medical  Dis- 
trict and  for   the    Sociity Dis. 

Joliii  Dixvvt'll,  James  P.  Chaplin, 
R  ifiis  Ws  111  III.  JuliM  Gi)rhain,  Wal- 
ter Ch  miiiiiij. 

Fo--  t'le  2d  District  — Dvf'.  Jnlin 
Gr«"eii.  Jiijill  Hi>:!iHiis,  Beiij.  F  Hey- 
WiKwl,  Kflvvani  Flint,  Cliaijcs  Wiiiier, 
For  the  3d  District — Drs.  Elilin 
Dwii-ht,  Joseph  H.  Flint,  Daniel 
Collins,  Elisha  M  iiher,  Jnb  CI  nk. 

For  the  4t'i  District— Dr^i.  Alfred 
Percy,  Win.  H.  Tyler,  Lyndon  A. 
Smiih,  Hubbard  Barilett,  Owen 
Wright. 


Examinations  will  take  place  at 
least  onre  a  week.  Alieinlanre  on 
these  will  be  voluntary  un  the  part 
ot  the  pupils. 

A  rt)>ini  will  be  fnrnishoH  for  the 
pupils  at  Dr.  Channiiig's,  where  the 
hours  of  study  will  he  from  9  A.M. 
to  9  P.M.  The  expense  of  fuel  and 
light  will  be  defrayed  by  the  pupils. 

Thi^  fee  for  a  year  is  one  hundred 
dollars  Fur  six  months,  seventy 
five  dollars.  Fur  three  months,  fifty 
dollars. 

The  fee  is  paid  in  advance.  No 
credit  will  he  given  except  on  suffi- 
cient security  from  some  person  in 
Boston. 

ISo  fees  will  be  required  for  any 
l^eciures  delivered  by  Dr.  Jackson 
or  Dr.  CliHiining. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr. 
ChiinniiiiT. 


PRIVATE  MEDICAL  INSTRUCTIOX. 

Dr.  Jackson  and  Dr.  Channing 
receive  and  instruct  Medical  Pupils 
on  the  following  terms  : 

Tiie  course  of  studies  will  he  ar- 
rani£ed  by  liie  inslructers,  suhjert  to 
niodiiicitions,  acc'irdin^  to  the  cir- 
Cinnst;inces  of  individual  pupils. 

TIm!  pupils  will  be  supplied  with 
books  from  Dr.  Jackson's  and  Dr. 
Cli  I  mine's  liiiraries,  as  well  as  the 
liiirarv  of  ihe  Massaclnisetis  Medic.il 
ClleL-e. 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the 
Massachusetts  General   Hospital. 

The  pupils  will  receive  Clinical 
Lecinres  on  the  cases  at  the  Hospi- 
tal, from  Dr.  Jacksmi  and  Dr.  Cii  in- 
ninsr,  ill  the  intervals  of  the  Medical 
Lectures. 

A  course  of  Lectures  on  Midwife- 
ry and  the  Diseases  of  Children,  will 
be  delivered  to-  the  pupils,  by  Dr. 
Chdnuino[,  iu  the  summer. 


To      CcjRRESPONDENTS. A     Com- 

nHinication  has  been  received  fr-mi 
Dr.  Hayward,  in  re[)ly  to  Dr.  R  >b- 
binsj  to  appear  in  the  next  number. 


Died,  in  New-York,  Wright  Post, 
]\LD.,  aged  63. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OF     DEATHS  I.\  BOS- 
TO.\, 

Ending  June  12,  at  noon. 

June  7.  John  Mollineux,  13  mo. 

8.  Josiah  Genu,  33  yra. 
Zaccheus  B.  Dolbear,  34 
Beisey  Shoemaker,  51 
INIary  Ann  Bnsco,  24 

9.  Caroline  Amsdon,  4 
KIkanah  Hayden,  72 
Dependance  Cartwright,  21 
Georire  S.  Lawrence,  13  d. 

10.  Tliomas  Sealey,  69  Vfi. 
Lvdia  Smith  <  'tis,  17 

11.  Samuel  B.  Churchill,  2 

12.  William  Pits.jr,  7  1-3 
Mary  Qu'nn,  32 
George  iidward  Wateri,  £0  mo. 

Brain  fevf^r,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1— 
drowned,  1  —  consumption,  4 — hooping  cough, 
2 — icterus,  1 — inflammation  in  the  stomach, 
lung  fever,  1 — old  age,  1 — sudden,  1 — un» 
known,  2.  Males,  10 — fonaales,  5.  Stillborn, 
1.     TotAl,  15, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

AMERICAN    MKDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 

rpniS  day  publisherl  by  COTTONS  & 
X  BAR.NAlll)  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMF.RICAN  MF.DICAL 
B[OGliAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country,  fjy  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Uispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
(ic.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
followins;  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
^Vista^,  John  Bard<  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Dantbrth,  Freejnan,  Warren,  Thacher. 

'•  Thou  shall  lie  down 
With  patriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kings, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good, 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2 '.'ills  — Price  $5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLKS    WHITE, 

A*o.  269  JVashinglon  Si.  Corner  of  Win- 
'  ter  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  sprin*  supply  of  Meui- 
ctNEs  ;  amon^  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Taitar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Llaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcoline, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcofiz- 
ed  Tincf.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Kxt.  Hops,  Sic.  itc. 

C.  VV.  returns  his  »rafeful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  liis  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians''  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

ABERNTETHY'S  LECTURES. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.,  63 
Market  St.,  have  in  the  press,  Lpc- 
turei  on  Jlnalomi/.,  Surgery  mid  Pathology., 
including  observations  on  Local  Diseases, 


delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
By  JoHf*  ABERSiKTHY,  F.  R.  S.  These 
Lectures  contain  the  results  of  all  Mr, 
Abcrnelhy's  experience  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  in  private  practice 
as  a  London  Sur°:eon. 

Boslov.  June  1,  182S. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  t:UTANEOUS  PIS- 
EASES.  To  the  poor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  any  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  .Apothecary, 
AS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
iN'o.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, Szc.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

'i'he  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,    Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  &c. 

"  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleas^ant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  i(<!  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  by  Bart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  rejieated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, audit  will  be  kept  constantly  lor 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
iu  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S,  N.  BREWER  &  BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 

*^*  Soda,   Rochelle    and   other    mineral 
•waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
Bot  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  thi»  is  the  same  aa  for  other  newspaper*. 
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No.  20. 


I. 

Reply  to  Dr.  Chandler  Robhins  on 
the  subject  of  Re-vaccination. 

By  Geo.  Hayward,  M.D. 

The  remarks  of  Dr.  Robbins,  in 
reply  to  my  observations  on  his 
paper  on  re-vaccination,  seem  to 
call  for  some  notice  from  me,  lest 
my  silence  should  be  construed 
into  an  acquiescence  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  views.  I  fear  the 
discussion  will  be  tiresome,  if  not 
unprofitable,  to  the  readers  of 
the  Journal,  but  I  shall  not  will- 
ingly protract  it  beyond  the  pre- 
sent number. 

Dr.  R.  has  (unintentionally  no 
doubt)  misstated  me  in  more  than 
one  instance,  and  throughout  his 
article  has  assumed  an  air  of  tri- 
umph that  is  hardly  warranted  in 
this  stage  of  the  controversy. 
"  Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  his 
harness  boast  himself  as  he  that 
putteth  it  off." 

I  objected  to  his  proposition  for 
general  re-vaccination,  1st.  Be- 
cause it  was  calculated  to  *'  unset- 
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tie  the  public  mind  with  regard 
to  the  preventive  power  of"  cow- 
pox.  Dr.  R.  thinks  that  it  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  an  opposite 
effect.  Let  us  suppose,  then, 
that  all  the  physicians  of  Boston 
were  to  become  converts  to  this 
theory  of  the  necessity  of  re-vac- 
cination, and  should  come  forward 
and  with  great  unanimity  recom- 
mend the  measure  for  the  adop- 
tion of  their  fellow  citizens,  tell- 
ing them  that  though  they  had 
been  for  the  last  twenty-eight 
years  perfectly  protected  from 
smallpox  by  cowpox,  still  that 
they  were  not  safe  without  re- 
sorting to  re-vaccination.  Would 
not  this  produce  alarm  in  the 
community,  and  unsettle  the  pub- 
lic mind  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
ventive power  of  cowpox  ?  If  it 
would  not,  I  am  to  learn  what 
would  ;  and  yet  this  is  the  very 
measure  that  Dr.  R.  recom- 
mends. 

2dly.  I  objected  to  this  plan  of 
re-vaccination,  because  "  there 
would  be  no  end  to  it."      For  if 
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the  sftcond  vaccinalion  took.  It  mtiiilcated  the  cowpox  to  one, 
uoiililbe  no  proof,  according  to  who,  there  was  reaboii  to  S'.ip- 
l!iis  theory,  that  the  thiid  or  some  pose,  had  had  tiie  gemiiiie  disea-e 
Siilisequeiit  one  wouhl  not  lake,  Ijefore.  In  addition  to  this,  I  take 
hilt  Diereiy  tliat  the  J>usceptil)ility  great  [deasure  in  puhlibldiig  llie 
Avas  not  before  exhausted  ;  and  if  following  note  front  niy  friend  Dr. 
it  did  not  take  the  second,  Jhird,  John  Kandall,  whose  extensive 
or  any  other  time,  we  could  not  practice  renriers  his  experience 
he  positive  that  something  might  of  great  value, 
not  have  occurred  at  the  time  of 
the  operation,  that  prevented  the  Dr  Havward. 
comninnication  of  the  disease.  Dear  Sii-, — I  send  you  the  ful- 
^'  The  fallacy  of  this  objection,"  lowing  statement  in  answer  to 
says  Dr.  R.  "  it  is  unnecessary  your  inquiries  on  the  subject  of 
for  me  to  show/"  This  1*  a  very  vaccination.  From  the  year  1803 
easy  mode  of  getting  over  an  ob-  to  1815  I  was  pretty  largely  en- 
jection,  but  by  no  means  a  satis-  gaged  in  vaccination,  but  kept  no 
lactoy  one,  and  I  should  be  glad  regular  account  of  my  cases.  I 
to  have  the  fallacy  pointed  out,  recolhict,  however,  to  have  test- 
for  I  must  confess  I  am  unable  to  ed  many  of  those  cases  by  re- 
discover it.  vaccinalion,  but  do  not  remember 
3dly.  I  objected  to  this  plan,  a  perfect  vesicle  in  any  of  them, 
because  there  was  not  evidence  when  I  had  supjiosed  the  previous 
of  a  sulhcient  number  of  cases  of  disease  genuiiiC.  Since  1815  I 
successful  vaccination  after  the  have  vaccinated  less  frequently 
patient  had  once  had  the  genuine  than  before,  but  have  endeavored 
coivpox,  to  render  such  a  measure  to  keep  an  accurate  register  of 
necessary.  I  stated  that  I  had  my  cases.  The  whole  number 
re-vaccinated  forty  persons  during  since  that  time  is  '774.  79  of 
the  last  winter,  without  commu-  these  cases  were  such  as  T  consi- 
nicating  thediscase  to  one  of  lliem.  deredbad;  or  they  were  the  cases 
Dr.  R.,  in  noticing  this  statement,  of  transient  [lersons,  whom  I  did 
does  me  great  injustice  when  he  not  see  after  tiie  operations,  and 
speaks  of  this  number  as  being  my  therefore  know  nothing  of  their 
*'  whole  experience"  on  the  sub-  results  ;  695  I  considered  genu- 
ject.  There  is  nothing  in  my  ine  cases,  having  all  the  chaiac- 
jiaper  to  warrant  an  opinion  of  terisiics  of  the  perfect  disease, 
tlial  kind  ;  on  the  contraiy,  it  is  Several  of  these  cases  1  have  at 
distinctly  stated  to  have  been  the  different  times  re-vaccinated, 
experience  of  a  few  months  only,  without  producing  in  any  of  them 
and  ibe  cases  were  brought  for-  a  perfect  vesicle.  Since  the 
waid  because  they  were  fresh  in  preventive  powers  of  kii.epock 
my  mind,  and  I  had  a  memoran-  became  questionable  in  regard  to 
dum  of  them  by  me.  During  the  Itself  as  well  as  smallpox,  I  have 
period  that  I  have  been  engaged  selected  out  of  the  above  number 
in  business,  now  nearly  fourteen  of  6C5,  26  individuals,  whom,  as 
years,  I  have  annually  vaccinated  I  ho\e  stated  above,  I  consid<Med 
several  who  have  previously  un-  as  having  had  the  perfect  disease, 
dergone  the  disease,  and  have  Each  of  these  persons  I  revacci- 
fievef)  io  a  linglo  instaace,  com'  Dated  with  fresh  vaccine  matter. 
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Each  puncture  began  to  inflame        4thly.  I  objected  to  the  plan  of 
williin  the  Lrbt  24  hours,  and  ihey    re-vaccinatioii    even    if   it    were 
were    followed    by   little    ansjry    found  true  that  some  persons  \\\\\ 
sores;    but    disappeared    by    the    have   a   genuine  vaccine  vesicle, 
fourth  or  fifth  day.     I  was  myself   who  have  before  had  the  cowpox; 
vaccinated  twenty-five  years  ago    for  there  is  in   my  opinion  strong 
this  month,  and  had  two  good  ve-    reasons  for  believing  that  the  ve- 
sicles ;  have  been  twice  inocuhit-    side  is  a  local  alFectioii  ;   that   it 
ed   since  with   the   smallpox,  re-    may  exist   when  there  is  no  con- 
maining    in    a    smallpox    hospital    stitutional  alTection,  and  that   the 
three  weeks,  constantly  exposed    affection   of    the    constitution    is 
to  the  variolous  influence.     I  had    consequent  to  the  formation  of  the 
a   little   sore  in   my  arm  at  each    vesicle.      I   believe    also  that   a 
inocubtion,  but  no  symptoms.     I    vesicle  may  have  existed,  and  yet 
have  since  that  time   visited  ele-    the  system  may  not  be  protected 
ven   persons  having  the  smallpox    against  smallpox  or  cowpox  ;   and 
the  natural    way,  one  of  whom  I    a  vesicle  Qiay  sometimes  be  form- 
attended   three   days,  and  visited    ed,  on  the  introduction  of  the  vac- 
him   from  three   to   four  times  a    cine  virus,   in  those   persons  who 
day.     I   have    been   occasionally    have    had    the    smallpox    or    the 
exposed   to  other  persons  having    cowpox.     But  I  shall  say  more  on 
the  smallpox,  but  have  experienc-    this  subject  hereafter, 
ed  no  trouble  from  my  exposures.         I  cannot  discover,  in  examining 
These  dilTerent  exposures,  having    Dr.  R.'s   reply,  that  he   has  re- 
taken place  at  different  periods  of    moved    one   of  these    ohjections. 
time  and  under   various  circum-    Instead   of  opposing  them  by  fact 
stances,  will  be  considered    per-    and    argument,   he   has    suffered 
haps    as    furnishing  good  tests  of   himself  to  wander  into  digressions, 
the  genuineness  of  my  vaccination,    which  appear  to  me  to  be  irrele- 
I  have  also  vaccinated  myself  at    vant,  and  only  calculated  to  make 
five  different  times  since  my  first    the  reader  lose  sight  of  the  ques- 
vaccination,  bnt  have  had  nothing    tion  under  discussion.       Does  he 
like  a  perfect  vesicle  on  any  of    believe,   because   he  quieted  the 
these  occasions.       My  book  is  at    fears  of  some  boarding-school  miss- 
the    service    of    any    gentleman    es  by  assuring  them  that   "  a  se- 
who  will  lake  the  trouble   to   in-    cond  vaccination  would  prove,   in 
spect  it.  all  probability,  a  perfect  security 

Until  the  doubts  which  have  against"  smallpox,  that  the  intel- 
been  lately  raised  in  regard  to  ligent  part  of  the  comniunily  will 
cowpox,  I  had  supposed  that  a  not  require  something  more,  or 
person  could  have  the  perfect  that  a  fact  of  this  kiiid  can  have 
disorder  but  once  ;  and  although  I  the  slightest  bearing  on  the  sub- 
do  not  pretend  to  decide  the  ques-  ject  which  we  are  discussing  ?  I 
tion,  nothing  has,  as  yet,  occurred  would  not  do  him  the  injustice  for 
in  my  own  practice,  to  alter  icy  a  moment  to  suppose  bethinks  so. 
early  opinions.  But  I  forbear  pressing  this  point 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  further  ;  enough,  I  trust,  has  been 

sincerely  yours,  said  to  show  that  the  objections 

John  Randall.        which  I   made  to  re-vaccination 

May  Z^thf  1823.  were  not  quite  so  futile  as  Dr.  R, 
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^vishes    to    make   them    appear,  not  re-vaccinated,  and  not  an  indi- 

There  are  other  lopics,  however,  vicinal  took  the  disease, 

ill  his  pa|)er,  which  demand  notice.  The   fust  case    which    I    shall 

In  my  foimer  article  I  saiil,  that  mention   occurred  about   twenty- 

I  believed  that  most  of  the  cases  three  years   ago  in  Newbury    St. 

of  smallpox   after  cowpox   were  The  patient's   name   was    Clark, 

owin^r   to    imperfect   vaccination.  He  had  the  smallpox   with   great 

I  endeavored  to  support  this  opin-  violence  ;  many  visited  him  before 

ion  by  a  comparison   of   the   facts  he  had  had    medical    advice   and 

that  have  occurred    in  Boston    in  the    nature    of    his    disease    was 

relation    to    the    smallpox,    with  known,  and  those  only  were   vac- 

those  tiiat  are  continually  occur-  cinated  who  were  not  protected 

ring  in  the  country  towns.     In  the  by  the  smallpox   or   the  cowpox. 

former,  though  one   or  more  per-  I  have  this  from  the  physician  who 

sons  have  arrivetf  every  year  with  attended,   and   who    assures    me, 

tlie  smallpox,   the  disease  has  not  that  not  a  case  of  smal!|)ox  occur- 

'"'^r    the    last    twenty-five    years  red   from  exposure  to  this  indivi- 

becn  communicated  to  an  indivi-  dual. 

dual    who   has   been   vaccinated,  The  second  case  came   under 

while  in  the  country   it  has   been  my    own    observation    about    ten 

communicated,    in   al/nost    every  years    since.       A    black    woman 

instance  where   it  has   appeared,  went  to  see  her  husband,  on  board 

to   one  or   more  who  have   been  the  Frigate  Congress,  which  had 

vaccinated.      I   explained  this  by  just   arrived    at   the    Navy  Yard, 

sapposing  that  in  Boston  vaccina-  The  smallpox  was  on  board.       At 

tion  is  performed  with  gieat  care,  the  usual  period  she  sickened,  and 

while  in  the  country  it   has   been  was  afterwatds  covered   with   au 

too  often  entrusted  to  ignorant  iti-  eruption.     No  physician  was  call- 

neraiits  and  j)reteuders.     Without  ed  till  the  eru|)tion  had  been   out 

denying    my    statement.    Dr.    R.  several  days,  andduiing  her  whole 

says,     "  These    facts,    however,  sickness    she     had    been    visited 

when  viewed  in   their  true  light,  freely,  in  a  small,  badly  ventilated 

lead  to   a    very  different    result,  room,   by    all   her    neighbois  and 

The   truth    is,    that   whenever   a  acquaintances.      When  I  saw  her 

case  of  this  disease  (smallpox)  has  I    had   but   little  doubt  about  the 

been  among  us,   most,   if  not   all,  disease,  and   she  was  afterwards 

who    have   been    exposed,    have  visited   by  the  late  Dr.  Hay.nard 

been  induced  to  be   re-vaccinaled  and  Dr.  Welsh,  and  under  the  di- 

in  order  to  be  on  the  safe   side."  rection   of  the  latter  gentleman, 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  who  was  then  Resident  Physician 

this  statement  to  be  incorrect.     I  of  the  Board  of  Health,  she  was 

do    not   deny   that  re-vaccination  re.moved  to  Hospital  Island, where 

has  in  some  instances  been  prac-  she   recovered.       I    informed  the 

tised,  hut  I  do  know  of  the  occur-  persons   in   the  neighborhood  that 

rence  of  smallpox  among  us, where  I    would    vaccinate    gratuitously 

the  vaccinated,  who  had  been  ex-  any  who  had  been  exposed  to  take 

^osed  to  it,    (and  who   amounted  the  disease,  if  they  had  not  been 

10  several  hundreds,)  were  consi-  before  vaccinated  or  had  not  had 

dered  as  safe  as  those    who  had  the  smallpox  ;  and  I  did  vaccinate 

before  had  the  smallpox,  and  were  a  very  considerable  number  ;  but 
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I    am  confident  that   none   were  family  had  any   other  protection 

vaccinated   who  had   before    had  than    what  vaccination   afforded, 

the  cowpox,  and  yet  the  smallpox  except    the   parents,  and  yet  no 

was  not  communicated  to  an  indi-  one  took  the  smallpox.  This  case 

vidual.  is  as  strong  a  one   as  can  well  be 

The  third  case  was  that  of  two  imagined,  if  we  regard  the  season 

children,  who  broke  out  with  the  of  the  year,  when  our  apartments 

smallpox   about  five  years  since,  are  usually  badly  ventilated,  the 

in    Hatter's  Square,  a  few  days  extensive  eruption,   and   the  age 

after    their    arrival    from    New-  of  those  who  were   exposed,    for 

York.       Many   were  exposed  to  there  is  no  doubt,  I  presume,  that 

them  ;  there  was  a  school,  in  the  the  young  are  more  liable  to   be 

room  directly  opposite,    of  forty  affected  by  contagion  than  the  old. 

small  children,  yet  no  one  took  the  These  cases  might  be  multipli- 

disease  ;    and   the   physician  who  ed,  but  they  are  sufficient  to  show 

attended    is    confident    that   none  that   Dr.  Robbins  must  resort  to 

Were  re-vaccinated.  some  other  explanation  than  that 

Tlie  fourth  case  is  more  recent,  of  re-vaccination   to  account  for 

and  occurred  at  the  Marlborough  the  protection  of  all  the  individu- 

Hotel   in  May,  1827,  in  an  indivi-  als    who    have    been  exposed   to 

dual  who  arrived  there  from  Hali-  smallpox  in  this  city  since  the  in- 

fax,    and   who   was    shortly    after  troduction  of  vaccination.       If  his 

seized   vvith  the  smallpox.       Dr.  theory    were    true,    that   one   in 

Ran  lall,    the  attending  physician,  twenty  can   have    the   cowpox   a 

informs  me,  that  none  of  the  mem-  second  tinie,  or  the  smallpox  after 

bers  of  the  family,  nor  any  indivi-  cowpox,  there  would   have  been 

dual    in  the  house,  who  had  had  at  least  twenty  cases  of  smallpox 

cowpox,  was  vaccinated,  and  yet  from  exposure  to  the   individuals 

thetlisease  was  not  communicated,  mentioned  in  the  live  cases  above. 

The  fifth  case,  and  the  last  that  And  is  it  not  true  that   when   a 

I    think    necessary   to    bring    for-  case   of  smallpox   occurs    in    the 

ward,  is  that  of  Mr.  Blackstock's  country,    it  excites    more    alarm 

son,    who  broke   out   last   winter  than  the  same  occurrence  in  Bos- 

U'ith  smallpox  or  varioloid,   (for  I  ton  .''      And   might  we   not   fairly 

believe  it   was  somewhat  uncer-  conclude,    that    under    such   cir- 

tain  which,)    in  Kneeland  Street,  cumstances,  they  would  resort  to 

on     his    return   from    New-York,  re- vaccination  there    as    well    as 

The  eru|)tion  appeared   as   early  here,    if   this   were   the  common 

as   Monday,   but   no   measures   of  practice  of  medical  men  ?     But! 

precaution    were    taken   till   the  will  admit,  for  the  sake  of  th-;  ar- 

Saturday      afternoon      following,  gument,  though  I  know  it   is   not 

During  the  whole   week  all    the  the  fact,  that  when  cases   of  this 

members  of  the  family  and   some  kind   occur,    re-vaccination  is  al- 

individuals   out   of  it,   freely   and  ways  resorted  to  ;  still    it   proves 

frequently  visited   the    patient   in  nothing,  unless   it  can   be    sliown 

his    room  ;   the  children    went  to  that  the  second  vaccination  takes 

school  us  usual,  without  any  mea-  effect  ;  for  if  this  be  not  the  case, 

sures  being  taken  to   prevent   the  it  is   obvious   that    the   immunity 

contagion  from   being  conveyed  in  from  smallpox  is  derived  entirely 

their  clothes  ;  no  members  of  the  from  the  first  vaccination,  and  Dr. 
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R.  does  not  even  attempt  to  show  of  the  statement  respecting  the 

that  the  second  vaccination  inthese  case  of  varioloid  in  the  Hospital, 

cases  was  successful.  it  is  true  that  all  or  nearly  ail  llie 

But  there  is  another  part  of  the  inmates  of  the  establislimenl  were 

same    paragraph    from    which    1  vaccinated  without   delay,   those 

have  quoted  that  is  more  remark-  as  well  who  had  had  the  smallpox 

able  still.     "  In  the  course  of  the  or  the  cowpox,  as  those  who  had 

past  winter,"  says   Dr.    R.,    "  a  had  neither  ;   and   this  was   done, 

case  of  varioloid  broke  out  in  the  because  it  was  easier,  where  all 

Massachusetts  General   Hospital,  the  individuals  were  together,  and 

Every    inmate  of  the    institution  where   there    was   abundance   of 

was    re-vaccinated;    and    on   the  fresh  matter  at  hand,  to  vaccinate 

arm  of  the  girl  who  watched  with  all,  than  to  examine  and   invesl4- 

the   patient  the   ni;;ht   before   his  gate  each  one's  previous  vaccina- 

removal  to   Rayisford  Island,  the  tion  or  inoculation.   Bui  what  was 

vaccine    vesicle    was    regularly  the  result  of  all  this  .'^      That  the 

formed,  and  on  the  eighth  day  was  cowpox  was  not  communicated  to 

properly    distended    with    limpid  a   single  person   who   had   before 

fluid."     Now  I  ask  the  reader,  if  had  that  disease  or  the  smallpox.* 

it  be  not  intended  by  this  sentence  There  was  one  person,  to  be  sure, 

to    intimate    that    the    girl    who  on  whose  arm    there  were   vesi- 

watched  with  the  patient  had  been  cles,  but  th)^se  had   not  the   cha- 

before  vaccinated,  was  now  sue-  raclers   of  the    genuine  disease  ; 

cessfully  re-vaccinated,   and  thus  the  patient  had  no   conslilutional 

probably    protected     from     the  symptoms,     no     areola      formed 

smallpox.      It  certainly   conveys  around  the  vesicles,  and  suppura- 

this  idea  to  my  mind  ;  I  hope  that  tion  took  place  in  them  by  the  se- 

I  am  not  uncharitable  to   Dr.    R.  venth  day.      The  case  was  consi- 

in   thinking    that   he    intended   to  dered  spurious  by  the  physician, 
convey  this,  and  yet  there  is  not  a        Before  I  conclude   this  part  of 

shadow  of  foundation  for  it.     This  the   sul)ject,  I    must   not  omit   to 

girl  had  many  years  before  had  the  advert  to  Dr.  R.'s  want  of  candor 

smallpox,  marks  of  which  she  still  in  representing  throughout  his  ar- 

has,  was  never  vaccinated  till  that  tide,    that    I    attributed    all    the 

time,  and  then  did   not   have   the  cases    of  varioloid   to   imperfect 

cowpox.*     I  know  not  how  to  ex-  vaccination.     He  does  not  say  this 

press  my  astonishment  that  a  state-  in  so  many  woids,  but  that  is  the 

ment  of  this  kind  should  be  made,  impression  he  conveys   in  seveial 

as  it  is  not  only  entirely  groundless,  places.     It    is    hardly    necessary 

but  can  so  easily  be  proved  to  be  for  me  to  deny  this  to   those  who 

so.  read  my    first  article,  in  which  I 

With  regard  to  the   other  part  remarked,  that  "  1  do  not  mean  to 
— say,  that  those  who  have  had  the 

*  The  mojtimporJant  part  of  this  stale-  genuine   cowpox  can   never  take 

ment  is  corroborated  by  the  followiu?  cer-     ^|^g  smallpox."       This  languaije  is 
t ifi rate  from  ihe  House  Ihysiciaa  of  the  .    ,     ■  i-    .^  i  i 

Hospital:  certainly  explicit  enougli,  and  no 

"  .Mrs.  Mahan,  who  -watched  with  Mr.    one,   who   reads   willi  any   carc, 

Crane  the   niofht   before  his  removal,  had 

h;id  the    smallpox   by  inoculation  many  ' 

years  before  in  Ireland,  as  she  stated  to         *  See  Dr.  Channing's  paper   in  No.  18 
m*.  John  B.  S.  Jackion.^'         of  this  Journal. 
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co'jid,  I  should  think,  mistake  my  I    have   already    occnpied    so 

mea.iiiia;.      A. id  yd  Dr.  R.  briiigs  much  space   that   I  atn   i»tiv\  illi'i*; 

fi)rvvaiij    nil    array    of  aiitliorities  to  tresiniss  fiirtiirtr.      Bui  I  cain.^t 

from  tiie  Ediibtirgh  Review  down,  forbear   making  a   short    reply  to 

to   show   that   the   varioloid    in^iy  the  seco. id  part  of  Dr.  R.'s  answer 

sonu^times    occur    after    gemiine  contaiiied  in   the  1 7th  No.  of  this 

vaccination,  as  if  I  hud   asserted  Jonrnal,  and  which   is  contined  to 

the  contrary.  two   topics.      1st.   To  the  objec- 

Tiiere   are   one   or   t^vo   other  tions  wiiich  I  made  to  his  rernaiks 

poinis  ill  Dr.  R.'s  |>aper  that  must  respeciinii;  the   inHuenre  of  cuta- 

not    lie    passeil    over    in    silence.  neo;is   diseases  in   prevenlin;;  the 

"  If  the  scar^^^  says  hti,  "•  is  said  effect  of  cow|)ox.     I  have  only  to 

to  be  the  criterion,  the  .dilemma  observe   that   if  he  abandons  4he 

remains  the  same,  for   it  can  only  ground  he  tiist  took,  I  am  satisfied; 

be  jii  Iged  of  lo  1';^  after  the  opera-  anfl  if  he  does  not,  he   places  his 

tion."     This    o!)jeclion,    allowi;)g  authority   against    that   of  Jeniier 

it  all    the   weight    possi!)Ie,  might  and  Gregory,   and   the   profession 

be  easily    removed,  if  physicians  must   decide   to   which  they   will 

Would  adoj)t  thtt  practic-e  of  giving  snbmit.       Almost    every    man,    I 

cei lificates,  in   all   cases   of  sue-  have  no   hesilaiion  in  saying,  who 

cessful  vaccination.     These   cer-  is  much  in  the  habit  of  vacciiialing, 

tilicales  could  surely  be  preserv-  has   frequently    witnessed  the  ia- 

ed  till  the  scar  was  peifecily  de-  fluence  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin 

velopcd.  ov(M-  cowpox.      It  is  a  point  that 

Dr.  R.,  with  the  view  appa-  hardly  admits  of  an  argument, 
rently  of  giving  a  sanction  to  tliis  resting  as  it  does  on  facts  alone, 
thriory  of  re-vaccination  by  the  an  immense  number  of  which 
authority  of  dislini;uished  natnes,  ctfjid  be  brought  forward  to  es- 
says, -'see  letters  of  Dis.  Chap-  lablish  it. 

man  and  Jackson,  &,c.  &,c.  refer-  2d.     Dr.  R.  o!)jects   to  ray  opi- 

red  to  in   the  National  Intelligen-  nion  of  the  character  of  the  vac- 

cer."     I  should  be  very  happy  to  cine  vesicle.     I    believe  it  to  be 

see  these  letters,  and  lam  confi-  a  local   disease  till  the  limpid  vi- 

dcnt  they  would  establish  the  fact,  rus   is   formed  in   it,  and  that  the 

that  tiiese  gentlemen  re-vaccinat-  protection   of  the  system  is  from 

ed  either  to  test   the  former  vac-  the  absorption  of  this  virus.      He 

ci  lation  or  to  remove  the  doubts  does  me   wrong  in  supposing  that 

of  tlie    patients   or   their  friends,  1  should  adopt   this  opinion  or  any 

Z'ul    not    because    they   supposed  other,    so  general   in   its    nature, 

that  it  was  necessary  for  the  sys-  fiom  an  insulated  fact.     The  idea 

tern  to  undergo   the  disease  more  was  first  suggested  to   me  by  the 

than  once  to  protect  it  from  smjil-  late  Dr.  Barton   of  Philadelphia, 

pox.     Bit  these   letters  have  ne-  in  1812,  while  I  was  pursuing  my 

ver  been  published  as  I  can  ascer-  studies  under  his   direction.      Hts 

tain,  but    merely   referred    to  by  slated   to  me,  that  in  several  in- 

Dr.  Srtwall  as  a  [»roof  tliat  these  stances  he  hud  vaccinated  a  num- 

gentlemen  smnetimes  re-vaccinat-  her   of   persons   iu  a   family;  the 

ed.     I   hope  Dv.  R.  did  not  know  disease  had  gone  on  in  all  till  there 

this  when  he  wrote  ihtj  seulence  was   formed  in  the  vehicles  virus 

I  have  quoted.  that  was  capable  of  communicat- 
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ing  the  disease  ;  that  the  vesicles 
on  the  arms  of  some  of  them  be- 
came irritated  in  a  high  degree, 
from  rubbing  or  some  other  cause, 
while  the  disease  went  its  usual 
course  in  the  others.  That  he 
afterwards  inoculated  them  all 
with  the  smallpox,  that  those  took 
it  uniformly,  whose  vesicles  had 
been  irritated,  while  those  as  uni- 
formly resisted  it  who  had  had  the 
disease  in  an  uninterrupted  man- 
ner. 

These  facts  are  stronger  to  njy 
mind  in  favor  of  the  opinion  I  have 
advanced  than  all  the  reasoning  in 
the  world  on  the  subject,  and  I  am 
therefore  unwilling  to  extend  this 
article  further  by  entering  into  a 
discussion.  I  must  say  however 
that  I  still  think  the  analogy  on 
this  point  between  cowpox  and 
syphilis  to  be  very  strong,  while 
I  cannot  perceive  the  slightest 
between  cowpox  on  the  one  part 
and  scarlatina  and  measles  on  the 
other,  when  I  consider  the  mode  of 
communication  of  these  diseases. 

The  following  extract  from  Dr. 
Cross's  work  on  the  varioloid  dis- 
ease at  Norwich,  has  an  important 
bearing  on  this  point  as  well  as  on 
the  question  of  the  influence  of 
diseases  of  the  skin  over  cowpox. 

"  My  own  experience,"  says 
be,  "has  not  afforded  me  any  ex- 
planation of  the  vaccinated  taking 
modified  smallpox,  beyond  the 
probability  of  its  depending  upon 
incomplete  vaccination,  and  the 
table  which  I  have  given  of  500 
individuals  who  presented  them- 
selves to  be  vaccinated,  shews 
that  incomplete  cases  of  the  dis- 
ease, from  rubbing,  accident  or 
other  cause,  will,  ariiongst  the 
poor  at  least,  happen  in  as  great 
a  proportion  as  modified  smallpox 
in  those  who  are  subsequently  ex- 


posed to  the  variolous  contagion. 
Abstracting  ichor  carelessly  from 
a  patient  who  has  only  a  single 
vesicle  may  be  one,  but  is  far 
from  the  only  cause.  Besides  in- 
terrupting the  vesicle  by  rubbing 
or  the  extraction  of  too  much 
ichor,  theie  are  numerous  other 
causes  which  may  interfere  with 
the  progress  of  the  vaccine  pock, 
and  which  may  be  disregarded  at 
the  time,  or  subsequently  in  the 
absence  of  a  register  entirely  for- 
gotten, as — diseases  preoccupying 
the  system  on  the  surface  ot"  the 
cutis,  eruptions,  scald-head,  teeth- 
ing, prevailing  contagious  disease, 
&c." 

Having  thus  defended  as  well 
as  I  could  in  a  short  time  my  ob- 
jections to  re-vaccination,  I  have 
but  a  word  or  two  more  to  add. 
Dr.  R.  in  niore  than  one  place  I 
think  speaks  of  this  proposal  for 
re-vaccination  as  being  a  blessing 
to  the  community,  if  it  should  be 
adopted.  He  does  not  seem  to 
be  aware  of  the  increased  expense 
which  it  would  occasion  (which  is 
no  tritling  consideration  with  the 
great  mass  of  society),  and  the 
endless  trouble,  both  to  patient 
and  physician,  which  this  blessing 
would  bring  with  it.  Admitting 
it  to  possess  all  the  advantages  he 
claims  for  it,  I  am  confident  it 
would  never  be  extensively  prac- 
tised, and  that  it  would  be  better 
to  go  back  to  the  inoculation  of 
the  smallpox,  taking  its  greater 
certainty  as  an  offset  for  its  great- 
er danger.  But  neither  of  these 
measures  I  feel  certain  is  neces- 
sary, and  if  I  have  not  made  it 
appear,  that  his  proposition  rests 
on  no  stable  foundation,  the  fault 
is  in  me,  and  not  in  the  cause 
which  I  maintain. 

Boston^  June  1 6/^. 
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II.  part  of  the  animal  economy  where 

SELECTIONS    FROM    FOREIGN  i^  's  "ot   usuallj   fouucl,  ill  a  sound 

JOUR.NALs.  3'!''  he.allhy  condilion  of  it,  or  with 

r\     ,1     rr-     T^     1                 T.     c  ^  diseosed  bone? 

On  the  Tic  Douloureux.     By  Sir  ,,  ^,,^^  foUouing  cases  have  oc- 

Henry  Halford,  Bait.  ^y,.,,^^  ^^  ^^^^  ,„^,,  ^^^,„  ,^  gj,^  ^^ 

Sir  Henry  Halford   having  po-  degree  of  probability   to  this  sur- 

liteiy  given  us  the    permission  to  mise  ;   and  I  throw   it   out  for  the 

lay  before  the  readers  of  the  Ga-  consideration  of  the  profession,  in 

zelte  an  account  of  his  interesting  order  that  a  number  of  facts  may 

observations  upon  this  subject,  we  be    collected,  from   which   a  safe 

subjoin  a  pretty  full  analysis  of  the  infeience  can  at  length  be  drawn, 

paper  read  at  the  College  of  Phy-  '^  A  lady,  40  years  of  age,  suf- 

sicians  on  Monday  last,  in  which,  fered    under   the   violent  form  of 

strong  evidence  will    be   found  in  tic  douloureux,  at   Brighton,  not- 

support  of  the   position  which  it  withstanding  the  careful  attention 

was    the    object    of    the    learned  and  skill  of  a  very  judicious  i)hysi- 

President    to    establish — namely,  ciantheie.      On  returning  to  town, 

that  tic   douloureux  is  fiequently  it  was   observed  that  the  rending 

connected    with,    and    dependent  spasms,  by    which   the  disease  is 

upon,  an  affection  of  the  bone.  marked,  were  fiequently  preced- 

He  observed,  that  the  severest  ed  by  an  uneasiness  in  one  parti- 
form  of  the  disease  was  that  which  cular  tooth,  which  exhibited,  how- 
occurred  in  the  5th  pair  of  nerves,  ever,  no  signs  of  unsoundness ;  but 
and  that  it  might  be  distinguished  the  constancy  of  this  symptom  was 
by  its  intensity  from  the  milder  enough  to  justify  the  extraction  of 
species  alfectingthe  nerves  of  the  the  tooth  in  this  instance,  (though 
extremities,  or  other  partr,  and  the  failure  of  this  expedient  to 
A\  hich  often  depends  upon  impair-  afford  relief  in  general  does  not 
ed  digestion.  The  latter,  for  the  encourage  recourse  to  the  opera- 
most  part,  yields  to  general  reme-  tion,)  and  on  its  being  drawn,  a 
dies;  the  former  seldom  does  so.  large  exostosis  was  observed  at 
The  fact  of  the  division  of  the  the  root  of  the  tooth,  and  the  lady 
nerve,  and  cutting  off  its  commu-  never  suffered  more  than  very 
nication  with  the  brain,  so  fre-  slight  attacks,  and  those  very  sel- 
qiiently  failing  to  cure  the  disease,  dom,  afterwards, 
was  mentioned  as  sufficiently  prov-  "The  D.  of  G.  was  attended 
ing  that  the  seat  of  the  pain  is  not  by  Dr.  Baillie  and  myself,  for  six 
always  the  seat  of  the  disease  ;  weeks  under  this  disease,  in  its 
and  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  most  marked  and  painful  form, 
all  the  pathological  explanations  without  deriving  benefit  from  our 
hitherto  proposed  was  briefly  al-  prescriptions.  At  length  we 
luded  to.  thought   it   best  to  advise  him  to 

"  iMay  I  venture  (said  Sir  Hen-  repair  to  the  sea-coast,  in  hopes 

ry)  to  throw  out  an  opinion,  found-  of  renovating  his  shattered  system 

ed  on  the  observations  with  which  l^y  taking   baik   there.     After  he 

my  experience  has  furnished  me,  had  sojourned  a  month  by  the  sea- 

that  the  disease  is  connected  with  side,  a  portion  of  bone  exfoliated 

some     preternatural     growth    of  from   the   antrum    highmorianum, 

bone,  or  a  deposition  of  bone  In  a  rnd  the  D.  recovered  imofiediate- 
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ly,  anil  has  never  snflTered  the  (lis-  The  late  Dr.  P.  fell  a  sacrifice  ' 
ease   since.     The  bone  had  been  to  this  dreadful  disease,  aficr  sus- 
huit,  probaI)ly,  by  a   fall  from  his  taiiiing  its  tortures  for  some  years, 
horse,  which  ihe  D.  had  met  with  uith  a  constancy   which  attracted 
some  nioiiths  before.  all    our  ))ity  and  esteem,  and  died 
"  The    late  Earl   of  C.  tinder-  at   last    anchor  apoplexy.     No  as- 
sent JiiartyrdiMti   by   this  disease,  sistance  which   the  exjierience  of 
and  excited   the  wannest  sympa-  any  of  us  could  allbrd    him,  gave 
Ihy   of  his  friends  by   the  agonies  him    relief,  or  controlled  the  vio- 
he  sustained  for  many  years.      He  lence  ol"  his  attacks.     On  examin- 
snbmitted  to  the  operation  for  the  ing   his  head   after   death,    there 
division  of  several  branches  of  the  was  found  an  unusual  thickness  of 
5lh  pair  of  nerves  repeatedly,  by  the  os   fcontis,  wlieie  it  had  been 
'Sir  Everard    Home   and    by    Mr.  sawn   throngli    above    the    frontal 
Charles    Bell,    without    obtaining  sinuses,  and  at    its  juncture  with 
more  than  mere  temporary  relief,  the  parietal    bones.      There    was 
At  length  he   was  seized  by  a|)o-  discovered   also   on  the   falciform 
plexy,  and  lay  insensible  for  some  process   of  the   dnra    mater,  at  a 
days,  and   in  great   peril  from  the  little  distance  from  the  crista  gal- 
attack,     but     finally     recovtMed.  li,  a  small  osseous  snbbtance  almut 
After  the    apoplexy,    the    parox-  -g  of  an  inch  in  length,  laliier  less 
ysms    of  the   tic   douloureux   be-  in    l)readth,   and    about    a   line    in 
catne  less   freqneni   and   less  se-  ihickness.     The  vessels  of  (he  pia 
vere,   and    were   administered  to  nialer    uere  turged    with    blood, 
satisfactorily  by  an  ingettious  j)hy-  and  about  an  ounce  of  fluid  occu- 
sician,  who    wrote    his   inaugural  pied  the   ventiicles.      1   lamented 
exercise  on  the  disease.     Fi)r  ihe  that  the  fiuntal  sinus  had  not  been 
last   year  or   (wo  of  his   life,  his  examined,  for  1  renuMiiber  he  re« 
lordship  had  ceased  to  suifei'  fiom  |)lied    to  a  cpjestion   which  I  once 
the  tic,  and  died   at   an  advanced  jnit  to    him,  as  to  his  ever  having 
aje,  without  any  marked  niahidy.  experienced  any  sup|)uration  wilh- 
His  head  was  not  examined  after  in    any   bony    cavity,  that    he   had 
death,  and   therefore  we  are  left  twice  suH'ered  suppu:alion   in  'he 
to    co!ij(;c(ure    only     wliat    might  froniiil    sinuses.      Dr.  P.  had  sub- 
have    Ijcen    the  itnmediate    cauiie  mitted,  with  great   patience,  to  a 
of  his  former  sulferi.ia:s.      VVhiUi  division  of  several  branches  of  the 
1  attended  him,  he  usiderwent  re-  5th  pair  of  nerves,  under  the  jn- 
peated  exfoliatioiis  of  the  alveolar  dicious  operation  of  Sir  A.  Coop- 
processes  of  the    teeth,   which   I  er,  \vho.  on  my  mentionins;  to  him 
thought    occasioned   his  torment  ;  the  notion    I    entertained    of  the 
aid    to    account    f )r  the   cessation  cause   of  tic    douloureux,  was    so 
of  the  complai  it,  I    snp|)osed  that  oldiging  as   to  show    me  the  skull 
these  efforts  to  throw  off  diseased  of  a  person  who  had  died  of   this 
portions  of  bone  might  have  ceas-  disease   in  the  country.     The  in- 
ed,  or  that  the  a[)Oj)lexy    lud  dis-  (ernal  surface  of  (he  frontal  bone 
qualified  the  ncirves    for  sufToriiig  is  a  perfect  rock  work." 
so   exquisitely  ;   but   there   might  All    the    |)ieceding    cases    had 
have  been  besides,  as   some  later  fallen   under  Sir  Henry's  own  ob- 
instances    have    made    probable,  servation,  and  he  added  one  conj- 
disease  in  the  bones  of  the  head.  raanicated  to  him  by   a  physician 
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of  high  character,  in  which  a  lady  the  University  School  of  Anato- 
suffered  fioni  this  coinijlaiut  for  my  in  the  Irish  tnelropolis.  A 
nearly  ten  years,  and  at  length  solitary  individual,  leaving  his 
died  of  apoplexy.  An  enorniotis  body  for  dissection,  as  we  men- 
thickeningof the iVontal, ethmoidal,  tioned  in  onr  leading  article  last 
and  sphenoidal  bones  was  found;  week,  has  been  only  looked  upon 
there  was  also  general  thickness  as  a  rnaik  of  eccentricity  :  but 
of  tile  cranium,  but  not  to  so  great  the  example  of  a  body  of  men  is 
an  extent.  perhaps  calculated  to  hove  a  dif- 
In  these  instances,  there  cer-  ferent  effect  upon  the  pul)lic  mind 
tainly  is  every  reason  to  believe  — marking,  as  it  uneqnivocall/ 
that  the  preternatural  condition  does,  their  zeal,  sincerity,  and 
of  the  bones  had  proved  the  excit-  disinterestediiess.  We  hope  'to 
ing  cause  of  the  disease  :  but,  as  return  to  the  subject  next  week, 
the  learned  Piesident  observed,  and  to  lay  bet'ore  our  readers 
there  are  other  cases  in  w  hich  no  some  thoughts  on  the  disposal  of 
such  immediate  cause  of  irritation  the  dead.  Meanwhile  we  sub- 
can  be  discovered,  so  that  it  is  join  the  document  alluded  to. 
probable  that  the  nerves,  in  these  u  We,  whose  names  are  here- 
are  affected  by  sympathy  with  unto  affixed,  being  convinced  that 
various  parts.  Severa  examples  ^i^^  ,j,j  ^p  ^.^^j^^^^  j^  ^^  ^^^^  ^,^. 
were  mentioned  in  illustration;  ^ost  value  to  mankind,  inasmuch 
among  others,  that  of  a  boy,  11  ^^ -^  illustrates  various  branches 
years  of  age,  m  whom  a  dose  of  of  natural  and  moral  science,  and 
rhubarb  was  followed,  three  d.f-  constitutes  the  very  basis  of  the 
fe.entt.mes,  by  an  epileptic  ht;  j^^.n  ...j  .  ,,j  believing  that 
and  that  of  a  lady,  in  whom  the  the  erroneous  opinions  and  vulgar 
same  medicine  produced  severe  p.-ejudices  which  prevail,  with 
s  rangury,  whicji  she  slated  to  be  ,e.a,c|  to  dissection,  will  be  most 
the  constant  effect  of  that  medi-  eifectually  removed  by  practical 
erne  on  several  of  the  members  ^.^^  [^  .  j^  hereby  deliberately 
of  her  family.  Sir  Henry  also  al-  ^.j  solemnly  express  onr  desire 
uded  to  the  disturbance  some-  that,  at  the  us.ial  period  after 
times  produced  by  an  issue,  men-  ,,^,1,,^  ^.^  ,^^^1^^^  -J^^.^^^  ^,P  ,,^i  , 
tioning  that  Dr.  Uarwin  was  once  i„ieri-d,  should  be  devoted,  by 
called  to  a  you.^g  lady  abonng  our  surviving  friends,  to  the  more 
under  epilepsy  ;  hnding  that  she  r.Mmv,\,  benevolent,  and  honora- 
had  an  issue  on  the  arm  -with-  ^le  purpose  of  explaining  the 
OM  one  word  of  remark,  he  fillip-  structure,  functions,  and  dis^eases 
ed  the  pea  from  its  place,  and  the  of  the  human  bodv." 
young  lady  never  experienced  an  ,,.  ,  ,  .  -  .  . 
epileptic  attack  afterwards."  ^ril  ^..*^.V'o  '  Macartney, 
London  Mtd.  Gazette.  ^l'-^-   -^ -f  ;,§.,    Prf)fessor  of 

Anat.    and  Snrg.    Tiin.    Col., 

Example  for  leaving  the  Body  for  Dublin,  and  above  50  others. 

Dissection.  tu^  ..^.  „    i-      r       •       .           ,. 

Ine  paper  lies  tor  siijnature  at 

We  have  been  favored  by  our  Dr.   Macartney's  Museum,  and  it 

Dublin    correspondent    with    the  is  not  intended  to  be  exclusively 

following    document,    which    has  confined  to  medical  men. 

just  been  lolemnly    prepared    in  Il:id. 
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Herpes  cured  by  Hydrocyanic  Jlcid.  February  last.     This  consisted  in 

A  woman,   aged   50,    who  was  the   complete   extirpation  of  the 

affeated  with  herpes  on   the  -eui-  "terus,  per  vaginam.  The  patient 

tal  parts,   accoinoanied    wiih'  ex-  ^^'^^s  Hfty  years   of  age,    and   had 

trein-ly  painf.il  itching,  was  com-  ceased   to  menstruate.      She  was 

pletely  cured   by  Dr.  Sclineider,  affected  with  cancer  of  the  womb. 

in  the   space   of   fifteen  duys,  bv  ^ery  little  blood  was   lost  in   the 

thi-.  topical  employment  of  an  af-  operation,   and    no    ligature    was 

coholic   solution   of   Prussic  acid,  applied.     We  find  from  The  Lan- 

used   in  the  proportion  of  from   a  ^et.  that    the    patient,   up    to   the 

drachm  and  a  half  to  two  drachms,  sixteenth   day,   had    not    a    single 

in   six   ounces  of  alcohol.      This  untoward  symptom.      There    had 

physician  obtained    the   same   re-  '^p«"'  throughout,    very  little  dis- 

sult  from  the  acid  in   the   case  of  charge   from    the    part,    and    the 

a  woman  four-score  and  four  years  wound  was  healed  to   within    the 

of  age,  in  whose  case  it  was   em-  extent  of  a  shilling  ;   the  woman 

ployed    in    the    same    proportion,  was   free     from    pain,    she    slept 

diluted  with   rosewater  instead  of  well,  and  her  appetite  was  good, 
alcohol.       He     likewise     relates  ^«'*-  ^'^^^^^-  Repos. 

three   other  cases,  in  which    the  Critical  Plica  Polonica. 

same  remedy  succeeded  m  curing 

the  disease. — llujeland's  Jour.  A  woman  had,  for  ten   weeks, 

been  alTected   with    very   violent 

Amputation  of  the    Thigh,    at  the  headache.      The   head  perspiied 

Htp  Joint.  abundantly,  and  was  covered  with 

This  formidable   operation  has  lice,    although    the    patient    was 

nowbeen  i)eiformed  several  times,  very  cleanly   in   her   habits.       At 

and   with    success    too.       In    the  length  the   disease  termed    plica 

present  case,   however,   the    pa-  polonica  was   completely  formed, 

tient  died  a  few  days  after.     The  and    the    headache    disappeared. 

operation  was  performed    by   M.  In  leaving  her  bed,  she  happened 

Roux,  on   a  young  man,   17  years  to  place  her  naked  feet  upon  the 

of   age,  who    was  aH'ected  with  a  floor.      Shivering  succeeded,  fol- 

fungous  tumor   of  the  periosteum  lowed    by    furious    mania.       The 

of  the  upper  part  of  the   femur,  muscular  powers  were  considera- 

The  femoral  artery  was  first  tied  biy   increased  ;    the  eyes   fierce, 

below     the    Fallopian    ligament;  with  turgid  conjunctiva  ;  the  pulse 

then  two  flaps  were  formed,    and  was  hard  and  full.       Free  bleed- 

the  femur  dissected  from  its  arti-  ing  was  had  recourse  to  ;  the  head 

culation    with    the    pelvis.       No-  was  rubbed  with   soapy   and  aro- 

thing    remarkable    was    found    in  matic  embrocations;  blisters  were 

the  examination  of  the  body  ;  the  laid  upon  (he  neck,  and  sinapisms 

cotyloid  cavity  and  the  coxo-femo-  applietl  to  the  feet.     Two  grains 

ral  articulation  were  healthy.  of  calomel  were  also  given  every 

JVoiiv.  Bibl.  J\Ied.  two  hours.       During  the  first  two 

_,    .        .         /•  ,     T»r     J  days  of  this  treatment,  the  symp- 

Extirpation  of  the  Womb.  ^^'^^    ^^.^..^     somewhat    abated. 

Dr.  Blundell  performed  one  of  On    the    third    day,    the    bowels 

the  boldest   operations    that  ever  were    very    freely    opened,    and 

was  attempted,   on  the   19th   of  diarrhoea  was  established.     Eigh- 
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ty-five  grains  of  calomel  had 
been  administered.  She  ^vas 
now  direcled  to  lake  the  liq.  aui- 
mon.  succin.  every  two  hours. 
Profuse  pers|)iralion  was  again 
produced  upon  the  head,  and  a 
fresh  stock  of  vermin  appeared. 
From  this  time  tUe  delirium  and 
headache  ceased.  The  patient 
has  subsequently  remained  in  good 
health. — Hvfelund''s  Jour. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  1,   1828. 

BOSTON     MEDICAL     DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Mo-ith  of  May,  1S28. 

During  tho  first  thirteen  days  the 
weather  was  clear,  pleasant,  and  for 
the  most  part  warm,  with  the  inter- 
position of  a  slight  rain  on  ihe  3d. 
A  storm  commenced  on  the  14lh, 
which  Continued,  with  some  relaxa- 
tions and  changes,  until  the  close  of 
the  monih  ;  the  temperature  of  the 
air  and  the  face  of  the  sky  were 
very  changeful. 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole   number    of  cases,  J4.      Of 

Abortus  -  -  -  2 

Arthrosia  chronica  -  -  2 

Bex  convulsiva         -  -  3 

Catarrhus  communis  -  5 

CaimiH   -  -  -  -  8 

Cophalaea  cravans  -  -  1 

Ce|»haruodes  ebriosus  -  2 

Ch.dera  ...  2 

Coutusio  -  -  -  4 

Diarrhoea         -  -  -  3 

Dysent(!ria      -         -  -  1 

Dy^|)e|)sia       -         -  -  4 

Eczema  -         -  -  1 

Epilepsia  irritata     -  -  1 

Helminthia  alvi  lumbricoides  2 

Herpes  labialis         -  -  1 

Hydrops  cellularis  -  -  1 

Hysteria  -         -  -  2 

Icterus  cholceus       -  -  1 


Icterus  spasmodicus  -  1 

Odontia  dentitiouis  -  1 

Ophdialuda  gluiinosn  -  1 

Paian)enia  obstrnciionis  -  3 

do.  siipertlua  -  1 

Parturition       -  -  -  3 

Peromelia  contf)rtn,  plauta  1 

Phlegmone      -         -  -  4 

PIcuralgia  chronica  -  1 

Pleurilis  -  -  -  2 

Pneumonitis  noth<i  -  -  1 

do.  vera    -  -  1 

Polypus  plasticus     -  -  1 

Struma  -  -  -  2 

Svnochus         -         -  -  1 

Ulcus     -         -         -  .  2 

Varicella         -         -  -  1 

Vulnus  laceratum    -  -  1 

Of  these  cases  51  were  females, 
23  males.  45  cases  occurred  among 
adults,  29  were  under  puberty. 

The  cases  of  cholera  presented 
themselves  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  and  were  more  severe  than 
are  generally  seen  at  this  season. 
The  cases  of  cauma  were  severe,  and 
well  marked,  and  generally  ap- 
peared to  arise  from  gastric  or  he- 
patic irritation.  If  seen  at  an  early 
stage,  a  powerful  emetic  of  antimo- 
ny, followed  the  next  day  by  calo- 
mel and  rhubarl),  broke  up  the  dis- 
ease on  the  third  day.  If  not  early 
attacked  by  medicine,  the  febrile 
symptoms  continued  from  eight  to 
eleven  days,  and  left  the  patient  coa- 
siderably  reduced  by  weakness, 

J.'W.  McKean. 


EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  79  '•  of 
these,  4  were  vaccinia,  and  9  were 
puerperal  ;  79 — 13=66  cases  re- 
quiring medical  or  surgical  treat- 
ment.    Of  ' 

Abortus  -         -  -  1 

Anetus  quotidianus  -  1 

do.       tertianus     -  -  2 

Arthrosia  acuta        -  -  2 

Bex  convulsiva        -  -  8 

Bleoorrhcea  simplex  -  1 
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Caries    -         -         -  -  l  lioM.     In  snme  cnses  external  irrita- 

CHtariluis        -          -  -  5  lion  bv  siiMpisins  or  blislers  was  Kin- 

Ciiiisis    -          -         -  -  1  pldVf^d.       Tlie   average   duration   of 

Ccplpilitdfles  ebridsus  -  1  tlie  disease  in  these  cases,   was  less 

Cimlera  biliosa        -  -  1  than  seven  days. 

Cuiiiiisio          -         -  -  2  Tlie  pulmonic  disorders,  and    par- 

Dianlioea         -         -  -  1  licul-irly    llie    hooping  cougii,    \ver«* 

Exan'jia  varix           -  -  2  much  more    mild    than  lh(>y  were  in 

Gistritis           -         -  -  3  the  preceding  month. 

Hi  Iminihia  alvi  kinib.  -  1  J.  G.  Stevenson. 

JHcpaiiiis  chronica  -  -  1  

Lcucorrhcsa  cf)minMnis  -  1 

Lichen  circtimscri|)tii3  -  1  middle   district. 

Marisca  rrnenta       -  -  1  yyi^^ig    nufn^er   of  cases,   52.      Of 

0|)hlhalinia  pliiiin(>sa  -  1 

Paramenia  difficilis-  -  1  Abscess            ...          5 

do.          snppressio  -  2  Aborlio            ...          1 

Paronychia      -         -  .  i  Agne  tertian  -         -         -         2 

Peritonitis        -          -  -  1  Arihrosirt         -          .          -          5 

Phihisis  apostematosa  -  2  Catanhns        -         -         -         5 

Pityriasis  rubra        -  -  1  C-pb  ilcea       .          -         -          1 

Pleiiriiis           -         -  -  1  Cojica  pictoniitn      -         -          1 

Pneumonitis  vera    -  -  4  Ci-nlusio          -         -         -         2 

do.           notlia  -  -  2  Dysenieria      ...         3 

PorriiTo  ealeata         .  .  1  Dyspepsia        ...          8 

Ruhialgia  venenata  -  1  Haemoptysis   ...          1 

.  Scabies  complicata  .  -  1  Herpes  zoster           -         -          1 

Struma            .         .  .  i  Orchitis            ...          1 

Svnochiis        ...  8  0''''=^     -         -         -         -         1 

Ulcus     -         ...  1  Parotitis  ...         2 


Pertussis  ...  3 

Pleuri  is  -  -  .  2 


Pneumonitis    -         -  -  3 

psoriasis  ...  1 

Puerperal         .  -  -  2 

Ulcus  vitiosum         -         -  1 

Vuliius   -         ...  1 


The  patients  under  puberty  were 
0.38  ;  adult  females  lurnished  .43  of 
the  cases  of  vicute  disease. 

0.4  of  the  nu'dical  cases  were  of 
bronchial  or  thoracic  disease. 

The  cases  of  synochus  might  ho 
better  entitled   gasiro-enteritis,  were 

this  allowed    by  the  adopted   system  The  cases  of  pulmonary  inflamma- 

of  nomenclature.       The  disease  was  lion  included    in    the  above,  were  of 

a  subacute  inllamination  of  the    mu-  considerable   severity,  and   required 

cous  coat    of  the  sloniach  and   bow-  very  active  measures   in   their   treat- 

els,    in    two     instances    complicated  ment.    The  influence  of  atmos|)heric 

with  slight  inflammation  nf  the  ence-  irritation  in  exciting  and  maintaining^ 

pli  lb  n.       In  the  cases   which    came  disease  of  the  lungs,  seems  to    havo 

under  treatment  at  an  early  stage,  the  been  as  great  during  the  past  moi:ths, 

inflammation  seemed  to  be  limited  to  as  in  either  of  the  two  which  preced- 

the   stomach    and    duodenum  ;    and,  ed  it.      On    the    other  hand,   one  of 

after  free    evacuaticuis    by    vomiting  the    cases    of     dysentery    re[)orted 

and  purging  in  the    first   twenty-four  evinced    something    of    that    severe 

hours,  it  was  reduced    by   subjecting  character  and  disposition  to   relapse 

the  [)atient  to  an  ''  absolute  diet,"  or  by  which  the  disease  is  usually  cha« 

total   abstinence   from  food  of  what-  racterised  at  a  much  later  season. 

ever  description  ;  when  this  was  sub-  The  case  of  shingles   occurred  in 

Biitted  to,  all  medicines  were  with-  an    individual    who    had    confirraed 
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phl(ii"is,  for  wliirh  Iip  liari  been  fro- 
qiH'iilly  vpslrfitcd.  Tlie  JTiiprmn 
formed  a  semiciicle  •>iily.  bmiiidecJ 
bv  ibe  liiiCii  alba  imd  \\w  S|»iii«',  and 
affrcrms  ibat  side  wbere  Un*  blisters 
li;id  been  iiidsI  nficii  applied.  Tlie 
naiiirHl  cmiise  olihe  disease  was  «?ii- 
Cdiira^'ed,  in  tbe  bnpe  lb.it  it  iniglit 
exert  a  i'avorable  influence  on  tbo 
piilnionary  syinplonis.  It  did  nut 
appear  lu  do  so. 

E.  G.  D.wis. 

WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Wbole    niinilier   of  cases,    43.       Of 

Api>steina        -  -  -  1 

Aribrosiu  acuta  -  -  2 

do,         tiodosia  -  -  1 

Bex  convulbiva  -  -  5 

Cansis    •  -  •  -  1 

Cepli;ilae;i  nnns.  -  -  2 

Cli'>l»'ra  biliosu  -  -  1 

Contiisi(»  -  -  -  1 

Diarrlcea        -  -  -  1 

Dyst'iiteria      -  -  -  1 

Emp.  pb-nritis  -  -  2 

Einp.  pMeiiiiion.  iiotba  -  6 

E.  synocbus   -  -  -  4 

E.  t\  plnis        -  -  -  1 

Htlniiniliia      -  -  -  1 

Herpes  Iribialis  -  -  1 

HydioiepbabiS  -  -  1 

L.  emesis         -  -  -  2 

L.  dyspepsia  -  -  -  1 

Lues  s\  pti.lis  -  -  1 

0(b>nl.  deniit.  -  -  1 

P.irtnriiii)        -  -  -  1 

Paranu'ii.  retent.  -  -  I 

do.  supeitl.  -  -  I 

Pli\  Miosis        -  -  .  1 

Sulilux.  iujineji  -  -  I 

Ulcus     -  -  -  -  1 

J,  II.  Lane. 


SOUTHERN    DISTRICT. 

Whole  number    of  cases,  62. 

AUisia    -  -  -  - 

Aitl.rosia  acuta 

do.  cliionica 

Bex  convulsiva 

do,  biimidd  -         -  - 

Bronchitis      -         -  - 

Ce^balsa  spasooodica  - 


Of 


Colica  ileas    -  •  -  1 

Dysenteria      -  -  -  I 

Dyspepsia       -  .  -  2 

Eiyibema  erysippliiosuni  3 

Ex-irmia  liclimi  livid.       -  2 

Exost'isis        -  -         -  1 

Fisiula  lacbrymalis  -  1 

Haemoptysis   -         -  -  1 

Ilebnintb'a      -  -  -  6 

Hepatitis  citronica  -  -  2 

Icterus  cboloetis       -  -  8 

Opbibahnia  acuta    -         -  1 

do.         chronica        -  1 

Farnmenia  obstructio.       -  2 

Pbibisis  ...  1 

Ple.iritis  ...  2 

PfiPiimonilis    -  -  -  3 

Porriso  ealeata         -  -  1 

Scabies  p-ipid.iris     -  -  5 

do.      piitulenta    -         -  1 

Siruma  vulg.  -         -         -  2 

Syspasia  convnisio  -  -  1 

Svsiremma  gast.       -         -  1 

Ulcus      .  .  -  -  1 

Urticaria  -  -  -  1 

Vaccinia         -         -  -  1 

Males,  22  :  over  15,  12  ;  under  15, 

10.       Females,    40:    over    15,  30; 
under  15,  10. 

Charles  T.  Hildreth. 


WEEKLY    report  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  June  10,  at  noon. 

June  14.  Thankful  Gardner,  £0  jra. 
Georue  Kdward  VVaters,      £0  ino. 

Martha  Gnswold,  34  yia. 

15.  Moore  Kiiapp,  29 
Joseph  C.  Savage,  29 
Abraham  Bccket,  75 
FlizaC.  Shattuck,  38 

16.  Mary  Whiiinfj,  .     49 
Eliza  Ann  Cobb,  7  mo. 
Phebe  Ann  Vila,                      2  yr>. 

17.  Sally  S.  Brewer,  35 

18.  William  Randall,  jr.  S  mo. 
Mary   Hamniett,  63  yrs. 
Nathaniel  Norcross,  60  , 
Ebeii.  Tarbell,  68 

20.  James  O.  Cook,  16  mo, 

Jesse  Richards,  45  yrs. 

Accidental,  1 — consumption,  4 — convul- 
sions, 1  — delirium  tremens,  1  —dropsy  in  th« 
head,  1 — {Travel,  1 — hooping-cough,  2— hectic, 
I — inleinperapce,  1 — lun?  fiever,  1— nervous 
fever,  1— unknown,  1.  Males,  9^— female*,  8. 
Stillborn,  3.     Total,  20. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY^. 
THIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARD'^OX  & 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  jMEDICAL 
B[OG-i'^APHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. I'o  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
&c.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
followinsT  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
^V'istar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  I^loyd, 
Danlorth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

'•  Thou  shall  lie  down 
With  patriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kings, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good. 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  viils — Price  $5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  JVashinglon  St.  Corner  of  IVin- 
ler  St. 
AS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Meui- 
ci.\E.s  ;  amon^  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-in- 
iirmary.  Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  lOmetic,  Masfnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  iN'arcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Pchubarb, 
Kxt.  Hops,  &c.  (fee. 

C  VV.  returns  his  g;rateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  (heir  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
iii»  and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

ABERNETHY'S  LECTURES. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.,  63 
Market  St.,  have  in  (he  press.  Lec- 
ture} on  Anatomy^  Surgery  and  Pathology, 
including  observations  on  Local  Diseaats, 


delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
By  John  Abernethy,  F.  R.  S.  These 
Lectures  contain  (he  results  of  all  Mr. 
A  hornet  hy's  experience  at  Sf.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  in  private  practice 
as  a  London  Surgeon. 

Boxlov,  June  1,  1828. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  (he 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES.  To  the  poor  who  are  sufferin» 
from  eruptions  of  any  desctiption,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 
AS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  183,  Washing(on  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  AVm.  B.  Sc  Henry  \A  hile.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  esfablisbment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,   Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  &c. 

"The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  (he  (aste,  more  certain 
in  its  optration,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  tlie  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  (be  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  by  Bart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
ba(ion,  and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solici(ation  is  now  resumed  by  (be  Sub- 
scribers, and  it  will  be  kept  constantly  (or 
sale  by  them  at  (he  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWER  &  BROTHERS, 

Druggiilt. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 

*^*  Soda,   Rochelle   and   olher    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 
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I. 

From  the  London  Medical  Gazette. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  FRACTURES    OP 

THE    PATELLA. 

By  Charles  Bell,  F.R.S. 
As  delivered  by  him  in  his  Clinical  Lectures. 

Gentlemen, — The  cases  to 
which  I  shall  first  direct  your  at- 
tention, are  instances  of  fracture 
of  the  patella,  now  in  the  hospital; 
and  although  they  are  related 
briefly,  they  contain  illustrations 
of  important  practical  doctrines  ; 
indeed,  they  guide  us  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  treatment  in  all 
cases  of  fracture. 

First  case.  Mary  Langthorne, 
aged  46,  was  admitted  into  the 
females'  accident  ward,  August 
23d.  Whilst  she  was  at  work  in 
the  kitchen,  she  heard  her  mis- 
tress call  her,  and  as  she  was 
runningup  stairs,  her  foot  slipped 
from  one  of  the  steps,  and  she 
fell.  She  is  not  certain  whether 
her  knee  struck  against  the  step. 
She  was  unable  to  raise  herself 
up,  and  when  her  master  lifted 
21 


her,  she  discovered  that  her  lame- 
ness was  occasioned  by  her  knee- 
pan  being  broken.  When  brought 
to  the  hospital,  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance, on  the  integuments  of 
the  part,  as  if  it  had  been  struck 
or  bruised.  The  patella  was 
fractured  transversely,  and  tu.me- 
faction  of  the  joint  arose  sooa 
after  her  admission.  During  the 
first  week,  attention  was  paid  to 
the  position  of  the  limb  and  body. 
She  was  propped  up  in  bed  to 
bring  forward  the  origin  of  the 
rectus  muscle  ;  the  limb  was  ex- 
tended to  relax  the  ligament  of 
the  patella  ;  and  cold  lotions  were 
applied.  When  the  knee  was  in 
a  state  to  admit  of  the  fracture 
being  set  permanently,  it  was  done 
in  the  following  way  : — The  limb 
was  in  the  first  place  rolled  from 
the  ancle  to  the  middle  of  the 
thigh  ;  compresses  were  then 
placed  above  the  upper  portion  of 
the  patella,  and  below  the  lower 
portion  ;  straps,  made  of  portions 
of  bandage,  were  laid  along  each 
side  of  the  knee,  one  on  the  inside 
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and  another  on  the  outside.  A 
second  bandage  was  now  applied 
over  the  con)presses  and  the 
straps  ;  it  was  passed  over  the 
central  parts  only  of  the  latter, 
and  the  ends  were  left  loose. 
These  extremities  of  the  lonjritu- 
uiiiaj  straps  were  tied  closely  to- 
gether on  each  side  of  the  knee- 
joint  :  in  this  manner  the  folds  of 
the  roller  and  the  compresses 
were  approximated  towards  the 
centre  of  the  knee  ;  and  the  two 
fractured  portions  of  the  patella 
were  thus  brought  close  together. 

Oct.  20. — It  is  now  about  eight 
weeks  since  the  accident,  and  the 
bone  is  united,  but,  it  is  feared, 
by  ligament,  although  there  is 
scarcely  any  perceptible  distance 
intervening  between  the  two  por- 
tions. She  has  attempted  to  walk 
about  the  ward,  but  finds  the  limb 
very  weak,  and  being  timid,  she 
seldom  ventures  to  rise  from  her 
bed. 

Second  case.  David  Keith,  aged 
36,  a  bricklayer,  was  brought  to 
the  hospital,  Sept.  15th,  in  a  state 
of  intoxication,  having  received 
an  injury  on  the  knee.  Little 
credit  can  be  given  to  the  account 
which  he  himself  afterwards  gave 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  acci- 
dent occurred  ;  but  it  appears 
from  the  statement  of  those  who 
were  with  him,  that  his  foot  slip- 
ped upon  the  curb-stone,  so  that 
he  fell  with  his  whole  weight  on 
his  left  knee,  which  struck  upon 
the  iron  grating  of  a  sewer.  When 
brougiit  to  the  hospital,  there  was 
great  ecchymosis  over  the  whole 
front  of  the  knee-joint ;  and  the 
patella  was  discovered  to  be  bro- 
ken into  three  portions.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  transverse  frac- 
ture separating  two  upper  and 
lower  pieces,  while  a  lateral 
portion  was  broken  off  longitudi- 


nally, and  was  found  lodged  on  the 
inside  of  the  condyle  of  the  femur. 
This  last-mentioned  portion  was 
replaced  in  its  proper  situation 
close  to  the  other  two.  He  was 
placed  in  a  sitting  position  in  bed, 
with  orders  to  keep  his  limb  con- 
stantly in  a  state  of  extension. 
When  he  became  fatigued  with 
sitting  erect,  he  was  allowed  to 
recline  backwards,  but  care  was 
taken  to  elevate  the  limb  upon 
pillows,  so  that  the  knee  ap- 
proached the  pelvis,  and  the  rec- 
tus muscle  was  relaxed.  Seven- 
teen leeches  were  applied  to  the 
joint,  and  afterwards  cold  spiritu- 
ous lotions  were  kept  constantly 
upon  the  parts,  until  the  active 
inflammation  was  subdued.  A 
bandage  was  applied  to  the  limb, 
but  as  it  gave  pain,  it  was  imme- 
diately taken  off.  When  the  in- 
flammation had  ceased,  the  knee 
was  bandaged. 

October  25th. — The  union  is 
so  complete,  that  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  distinguishing  where 
the  bone  was  fractured.  The 
skin  which  covers  the  patella  be- 
ing no  longer  thickened  or  con- 
densed, but  in  its  natural  condi- 
tion, the  whole  surface  of  the  pa- 
tella is  found  to  be  uniform  ;  no 
indentation  can  be  detected,  to 
mark  any  deficiency  of  solid  bony 
union  :  there  is  a  slightly  elevated 
ridge  of  bone  extending  trans- 
versely,  which  points  out  the 
situation  of  one  of  the  fractures. 
He  has  been  walking  about  the 
ward  for  some  days,  and  is  to 
leave  the  hospital  to-morrow. 

These  two  cases  serve  to  illus- 
trate a  distinction  in  the  kinds  of 
fracture  of  the  patella,  which  it 
is  of  the  greatest  consequence 
the  practitioner  should  understand. 
In   the    first    it    was   not   clearly 
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made  out,  from  the  statement  of 
the  patient,  liow  the  accident  took 
place.  For  it  may  be  a  question 
whether  the  patella  was  fractured 
by  the  convulsive  action  of  the 
muscles  while  she  was  endeavor- 
in?  to  save  herself  from  falling,  or 
wheiher  on  falling  she  struck  the 
patella  against  t!ie  edge  of  one  of 
the  steps,  and  thus  fractured  it, 
independently  of  the  action  of  the 
muscles.  It  appears,  however, 
that  the  fir.'^t  supposilion  i.s  most 
probable:  since  tliere  was  no  mark 
of  any  bruise  upon  the  integuments 
of  the  knee,  and  there  was  very 
inconsiderable  swelling  of  the  joint 
consequent  on  the  injury. 

In  the  second  case,  even  al- 
though we  had  not  the  statement 
of  the  person  who  saw  the  acci- 
dent, there  was  evidence  of  great 
injury  having  been  inflicted.  The 
bone  was  fractured  into  three 
portions.  This  proved  that  it  was 
not  by  the  simple  tearing  and 
snapping  of  the  bone  by  the  action 
of  the  muscles,  that  the  accident 
occurred.  Besides,  there  was 
great  ecchymosis,  with  swelling 
and  heat  of  the  joint  for  some 
time.  It  appears,  then,  that  the 
patella  in  the  last  instance  was 
fractured  by  the  patient's  tripping 
upon  the  edge  of  the  curb-stone, 
and  falling  upon  the  knee  with  his 
whole  weight  against  the  iron 
spokes  of  the  grating.  This  acci- 
dent, besides  fracturing  the  pa- 
tella, it  is  to  be  observed,  pro- 
duced great  injury  to  the  sur- 
rounding structures. 

We  shall  consider  these  cases 
separately,  for  it  is  important  that 
we  should  understand  clearly  the 
distinctions  between  them.  In 
the  first  place,  we  shall  attend  to 
that  fracture  of  the  patella,  which 
is  occasioned  by  the  convulsive 
action  of  the  extensor  muscles  of 


the  limb,  in  which  little  injury  is 
done  to  the  parts  around  the  joint: 
and  then  we  shall  contrast  it  with 
another  kind    of  fracture  of  the 
patella  produced  by  a  direct  blow 
upon    the    bone,    by    which    it    is 
splintered  against  the  heads  of  the 
t^emur  and  tibia  ;  as,  for  example, 
when   a   person   receives   a  kick 
from  a  horse,  or  falls  from  a  great 
height  upon  his  knee.       I  remem- 
ber it  happening  thus  : — A  coach- 
man in  the   act  of  pulling  up  his 
horses,    broke    the    foot-board  on 
which  he  pressed  with  his  whole 
weight,  and  fell  from  his  box.     In 
his  fall  he  struck  his  knee  against 
the  roller  bolt,  and  fractured  the 
patella  into  several  portions.       In 
such  a  case  there  is  not  only  a 
fracture  of  the  patella,  but  there 
is  also  a  violent  injury  of  the  joint 
combined  with  it,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  distinction  is  evident 
from  this, — the  treatment,  which 
if  pursued  in  the  one  case  may  be 
perfectly  proper   and   successful, 
if  followed  in  the   other   may  be 
attended  with  the  loss  of  life.  But 
there  is,  besides,  another  reason  ; 
there  is  a  prospect    in    the    one 
case  of  the  broken  portions  being 
united,  merely  by  means  of  liga- 
ment, while   we   may   expect  in 
the  other,  by  proper  management, 
to  procure  union  by  bone. 

In  the  common  fracture  of  the 
patella,  we  observe  an  appear- 
ance of  unnatural  flatness,  and 
squareness  of  the  fore  part  of  the 
knee,  which  is  very  peculiar  and 
characteristic  of  this  injury  ; — 
when  once  it  has  been  observed, 
the  appearance  can  scarcely  in 
future  be  mistaken.  This  square- 
ness is  occasioned  by  there  being 
certain  points  of  bone  brought 
nearly  upon  the  same  level  ;  the 
patella  being  transversely  divided, 
its  upper  portion  is  drawn  away 
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from  the  lower,  and  thus  the 
usual  prominence  in  the  centre  of 
the  knee  is  destroyed  ;  the  frac- 
tured portions,  now  occupying  the 
upper  and  lower  parts  of  the  joint, 
appear  as  projections  there,  while 
the  two  condyles  of  the  femur  jut 
out  on  each  side  unnaturally,  and 
a  square  flat  surface  is  produced, 
bounded  by  these  projections  of 
bone.  In  placing  the  hand  upon 
the  knee,  the  four  knobs  of  bone 
which  constitute  this  peculiar 
squareness  can  be  felt,  and  the 
sensation  conveyed  makes  it  quite 
clear  what  the  nature  of  the  acci- 
dent is. 

This  kind  of  fracture  of  the 
patella  is  most  frequently  caused 
by  the  person  stumbling,  and  then 
making  a  violent  efl'ort  to  recover 
his  balance.  He  suddenly  brings 
the  quadriceps  extensor  into  pow- 
erful exertion,  and  the  force  of 
this  muscle  may  be  imagined, 
when  we  consider  that  it  is  capa- 
ble of  throwing  up  the  whole  body 
as  in  a  leap  :  it  is  this  muscle  too 
which  straightens  and  then  fixes 
the  limb,  when  we  rise  up  under 
a  heavy  load  placed  upon  the 
shoulders.  We  can,  therefore, 
imagine,  that  in  making  a  violent 
convulsive  effort,  when  the  body 
is  thrown  off  its  centre  of  gravity, 
this  muscle  may  act  with  force 
sufficient  to  rend  the  patella  asun- 
der. But  there  is  another  cir- 
cumstance which  renders  the  lia- 
bility to  fracture  greater  ;  there 
is  a  certain  degree  of  flexion  of 
the  knee-joint,  during  ^vhich  the 
patella  is  more  easily  broken. 
About  the  middle  state  between 
extreme  flexion  and  extension  of 
the  limb,  the  patella  rests  with 
its  upper  half  upon  the  convex 
surface  of  the  femur,  while  that 
part  of  the  bone  to  which  the 
ligament  of  the  patella  is  attach- 


ed, projects  without  support  over 
the  space  left  between  the  sepa- 
rating surfaces  of  the  femur  and 
tibia.  If  the  knee-joint  be  further 
bent,  and  the  quadriceps  muscle 
be  in  a  state  of  spasmodic  con- 
traction, thus  retaining  ihe  patella 
fixed  upon  the  end  of  the  femur, 
— and  if  the  ligament  of  the  pa- 
tella be  acting  in  an  angular  direc- 
tion upon  the  projecting  part,  the 
bone  is  then  snapped,  as  it  were  a 
stick  broken  across  the  knee. 

Sometimes  in  cases  of  fracture 
of  the  patella,  which  take  place 
in  this  way,  w^e  find  there  is  a 
confusion  in  the  statement  of  the 
patient.  When  asked  how  it  hap- 
pened, he  is  at  a  loss  to  make  out 
whether  the  bone  was  broken  be- 
fore he  fell  to  the  ground,  or 
whether  his  fall  caused  the  frac- 
ture. But  it  is  not  unfrequent 
that  intelligent  patients,  of  their 
own  accord,  state  distinctly  that 
they  heard  a  snap  at  the  knee- 
joint  when  they  were  making  a 
violent  exertion,  and  immediately 
after  that  they  found  they  were 
lame,  the  knee  sinking  under 
them.  It  is  a  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance attending  this  accident, 
that  when  a  patient  has  once  suf- 
fered fiom  it,  he  is  very  liable  to 
have  the  patella  of  the  other  knee 
fractured.  Now  it  is  quite  un- 
necessary to  attribute  this  to  the 
pateilaj  of  such  a  patient  being  of 
a  very  brittle  texture, — an  expla- 
nation that  has  been  offered.  This 
is  exceedingly  unsatisfactory,  and 
we  may  explain  the  circumstance 
on  another  principle,  namely,  the 
lameness  and  imperfection  of  the 
limb  consequent  upon  the  previous 
injury.  In  all  probability,  when 
the  fractured  patella  has  united, 
there  has  been  a  considerable 
space  intervening  between  the 
portions,  and  the  interval  has  been 
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filled  up  with' ligamentous  sub- 
stance. This,  it  may  be  per- 
ceived, is  but  a  poor  substitute 
for  the  perfect  structure  of  the 
patella  :  the  ollice  of  the  patella 
is  nearly  destroyed,  for  the  liga- 
mentous part  plays  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  femur,  nearer  the 
centre  of  motion,  and,  consecjuent- 
ly,  the  muscles  lose  somewhat  of 
their  lever  power.  The  indivi- 
dual is,  therefore,  apt  to  trip  fre- 
quently, and,  consequently,  he  is 
very  often  called  upon  to  make 
those  violent  exertions  to  save 
himself  from  falling,  which  it  has 
been  shown  are  the  most  likely  to 
endanger  the  patella.  It  is  thus 
he  incurs  the  risk  of  rupturing 
the  patella  of  the  sound  limb  from 
having  already  had  a  fracture  of 
the  other.  It  is  not  improbable, 
however,  that  there  may  also  be 
some  peculiarity  in  the  form  of 
the  projecting  part  of  the  patella, 
which  may  render  its  fracture 
more  likely  to  occur  in  some  per- 
sons rather  than  in  others.* 

The  next  question  presented 
for  our  consideration  is.  What  is 
to  be  done  ?  Is  the  bone  to  be 
set,    and    the    knee    bandaged  .'' 

*  We  have  heard  Mr.  Bell  state,  in 
other  courses  of  hia  lectures,  a  case  which 
proves  how  cautious  patients  ouu;ht  to  be 
after  the  patella  has  been  fractured.  A 
patient  was  dismissed  from  an  hospital 
■with  the  portions  of  the  patella  united  by 
a  long;  ligament.  Whilst  he  was  carrying 
a  burden  on  his  head,  he  slipped,  and  the 
joint  yielding,  the  whole  anterior  part  of 
the  knee  was  rent  open  and  its  cavity  ex- 
posed, so  that  it  was  necessary  to  ampu- 
tate the  limb.  He  used  to  slate  this  case 
as  a  reason  why,  on  dismissing  patients 
from  the  hospital,  he  ordered  a  splint  to 
be  put  behind  the  knee-joint.  It  also  af- 
fords a  reason  for  endeavoring  to  bring 
the  portions  of  bone  as  close  as  possible  ; 
when  they  are  far  apart,  the  integument 
is  consolidated  with  the  ligamentous  sub- 
stance, it  loses  thereby  its  elasticity,  and 
the  above  accident  may  take  place.     Mr. 


There  will  be  many  occasions  for 
our  remarking  the  impropriety  in 
all  kinds  of  fracture  of  bandaging 
the  limb  immediately  after  the 
accident  has  occurred  ;  we  must 
delay  until  the  attending  inflam- 
mation has  been  subdued.  In  re- 
ference to  the  accident  we  are 
now  considering,  this  is  a  part  of 
the  subject  of  high  importance, 
and  one  which  ought  to  be  well 
understood.  Some  years  ago  ,it 
happened  thus  : — there  were  four 
cases  of  fractured  patella  admit- 
ted into  the  hospital,  nearly  all  at 
the  same  time,  or  in  quick  suc- 
cession, and  great  satisfaction  was 
derived  from  the  success  which 
attended  them  ;  but  at  last  a  man 
was  brought  who  had  fallen  from 
a  height,  and  shattered  the  patel- 
la by  striking  his  knee  against  a 
projecting  point.  The  young  gen- 
tleman who  had  the  charge  of  all 
these  cases,  being  satisfied  with 
the  practice  which  had  proved  so 
successful  in  the  former  instances, 
thought  that  he  would  do  right  in 
pursuing  the  same  treatment  in 
this  one  also.  Seeing  the  good 
e/fects  of  bandaging,  and  not  hav- 
ing sufficiently  studied  the  differ- 
ence of  the  case,  he  applied  a 
bandage  the  very  day  that  the  pa- 
tient was  admitted  into  the  hospi- 
tal. The  effects  were  but  too 
obvious  on  the  first  view  of  the 
surgeons  ;  the  pain,  swelling,  and 
inflammation,  were  excessive,  and 
■ — not  to  dwell  on  an   unfortunate 

Bell  has  suggested  in  these  cases  of  frac- 
tured patella  the  use  of  the  seton.  When 
the  cure  has  proceeded  so  far  as  to  close'' 
the  joint  by  a  newly-formed  membrane 
between  the  broken  bones,  he  conceives 
it  practicable  to  pass  a  seton  between 
them,  without  penetrating  the  joint.  If 
at  the  same  time  the  portions  of  bone  be 
pushed  into  close  contact,  there  may  be 
produced  union,  either  by  ossific  matter, 
or  by  a  ihorl  and  condensed  lijameaf. 
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occurrence — not  the    limb    only 
but  (he  life  was  lost. 

I  ani  satisfied  that  you  Avill 
make  the  proper  use  of  this  case. 
Although  it  happened  in  this  hos- 
pital, yet  I  am  bound  to  relate  it 
for  your  instruction  ;  it  conveys  an 
impressive  lesson,  and  should 
make  us  consider  well  the  differ- 
ence in  the  nature  of  the  various 
injuries  by  which  the  patella  may 
be  fractured.  In  a  case  of  this 
kind,  when  there  has  been  a  vio- 
lent blow  upon  the  knee-joint,  in- 
flammation will  continue  for  a 
much  longer  time  than  when  the 
bone  has  been  simply  broken  by 
the  action  of  the  muscles.  In  the 
case  of  David  Keith,  it  is  men- 
tioned that  an  attempt  was  made 
to  bai:dage  the  limb,  but  it  had  to 
be  desisted  from,  on  account  of 
the  patient  complaining  of  pain. 
But  let  me  repeat,  when  the  pa- 
tella is  broken  by  a  direct  blow, 
there  is  not  the  same  separation 
of  the  portions  of  the  patella, 
which  occurs  in  the  common 
cases  ;  the  blo^v  breaks  the  bone, 
but  still  the  strong  fascia  nhich 
covers  the  knee-joint,  and  is  fas- 
tened to  the  patella,  is  entire,  and 
prevents  the  splinters  from  being 
detached  far  from  each  other.  In 
one  case  the  [)atella  was  fractured 
into  five  dillerent  portions,  yet 
they  were  all  agglutinated  and 
supported  by  masses  of  coagulable 
lymph,  which  in  some  parts  had 
become  ossified  ;  this  shows  that 
there  need  be  no  anxiety  about 
applying  the  bandages  too  early. 

Bleeding. and  cold  evaporating 
lotions,  with  all  the  antiphlogistic 
means,  are  first  to  be  used,  to 
subdue  the  inflammation.  After 
this  the  bandages  and  pads  may  be 
applied  so  as  to  approximate  and 
give  support  to  the  pieces  of 
bone.    Care  is  to  be  taken  during 


the  whole  treatment  to  keep  the 
leg  in  an  extended  posture  :  in  the 
first  place,  to  prevent  a  wider 
separation  of  the  portions  of  the 
patella  before  the  proper  ban- 
dages can  be  applied,  and  because 
we  cannot  expect  to  bring  the 
detached  pieces  close  together, 
unless  the  muscles,  which  have  a 
tendency  to  diaw  up  the  patella, 
are  relaxed.  The  patient's  body 
must  be  raised  in  bed,  and  he 
must  have  a  bed-chair  to  make 
him  sit  up  ;  or,  if  he  grows  weary 
of  this  position,  attention  must  be 
paid  to  elevating  the  extended 
limb  whenever  he  lies  down,  rais- 
ing the  heel  by  pillows,  for  the 
purpose  of  causing  the  knee  to 
approach  the  pelvis,  that  the  rec- 
tus extensor  cruris  may  be  re- 
laxed. 

It  has  been  said  that  we  should 
not  try  to  unite  this  fracture  by 
bone,  and  the  fact  that  ligament 
is  commonly  the  bond  of  union  in 
fractures  of  the  patella,  has  been 
regarded  as  a  beautiful  provision 
ol' nature  for  protecting  the  joint. 
Ifossific  union  took  |)lace,  then 
the  patella,  it  has  been  argued, 
would  present  a  rough,  unpolished 
surface  to  the  smooth  articular 
cartilage  of  the  joint,  and  might 
thus  injure  its  delicate  structure. 
But  we  need  have  no  dread  of 
bony  union  producing  this  mis- 
chief. I  have  examined,  after 
death,  four  cases  of  fracture  of 
the  patella,  consequent  on  direct 
blows  received  upon  that  bone, 
in  vvliich  were  exhibited  the  seve- 
ral stages  of  ossific  union.  They 
each  proved  that  the  roughness 
existed  only  on  the  outer  surface 
of  the  bone.  The  specimen, 
which  is  now  brought  for-  your 
inspection,  exhibits  the  pieces  of 
bone  attached  closely  together  ; 
and  still  they  present  an  uniform 
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surface  internally,  while  exter- 
nally, they  are  surrounded  with 
masses  of  coagulable  lytnph,  and 
of  bony  deposition,  just  as  in  frac- 
ture of  the  Ion?  bones.  It  is, 
therefore,  the  rule  of  practice  in 
all  cases,  to  bring  the  broken  por- 
tions exactly  in  apposition  : — in 
the  one  case,  with  the  hope  of 
attaining  ossific  union  from  the 
bones  being  placed  closely  in  con- 
tact with  each  other,  or  if  we  do 
not  succeed  in  that,  at  least  we 
may  obtain  a  very  short  interval 
occupied  with  ligament  ;  on  the 
other  hand,  if  it  has  been  a  case 
of  fracture  produced  by  a  kick  or 
a  blow  on  the  knee,  then  we  may 
probably  have  success,  similar  to 
that  in  the  case  of  Keith,  in  which 
We  find  the  bone  is  compact,  and 
the  motion  of  the  joint  free.  Seve- 
ral other  patients  have  been  dis- 
missed from  this  hospital,  in  whom 
there  has  been  the  same  reason 
to  conclude  that  union  by  bone 
had  taken  place. 

There  is  a  question  at  present 
much  agitated  among  the  senior 
members  of  the  profession, — How 
comes  it  that  the  fractured  patel- 
la is  so  seldom  united  by  bone, 
and  so  frequently  through  the  me- 
dium of  ligament.''  In  explanation 
of  this  we  are  led  to  consider 
what  occurs  when  one  of  the  long 
bones  is  fiactured.  If  the  hume- 
rus or  femur,  for  example,  be 
broken,  it  implies  that  there  is 
great  injury  committed  to  the 
whole  mass  of  flesh  that  surrounds 
the  bone  :  it  is  bruised,  and  ex- 
travasation of  blood  is  the  conse- 
quence: the  fractured  ends  of  the 
bone  also  lacerate  the  surrounding 
textures  ;  the  blood  is  in  this  way 
permitted  to  lodge  close  upon  the 
surface  of  the  bone.  Then  tume- 
faction of  the  whole  limb  takes 
place, — inflammation    is   set   up, 


and  the  blood,  which  was  effused, 
undergoes  a  change  in  process  of 
time,  and  coagulable  lymph  is 
substituted  in  its  place  ;  consoli- 
dation of  the  surrounding  cellular 
membrane  and  periosteum  pro- 
ceeds gradually  to  make  the  limb 
firmer:  there  is  adhesion  between 
the  two  fractured  ends,  by  means 
of  this  condensed  mass,  which  is 
found  fixed  to  the  bones:  this  coa- 
gulable lymph  gradually  is  con- 
verted, first  into  a  substance  of  a 
cartilaginous  hardness,  and  finally 
into  true  bone  ;  spicula  of  bone 
havinor  sfrown  within  it,  they  coa- 
lesce,  so  as  to  produce  solid  union. 
It  appears  that  this  great  and  ex- 
tensive injury,  this  etfusion  of 
blood  through  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, this  tearing  of  the  flesh, 
and  the  consequent  swelling  and 
inflammation  of  the  limb,  all  of 
^vhich  we  might  consider  as  dis- 
astrous, are  essential  for  the  re- 
union of  broken  bones.  When  we 
next  contemplate  what  takes 
place  during  tlie  fracture  of  the 
patella,  produced  by  the  action  of 
the  muscles,  we  perceive  that 
there  is  a  great  difference  in  the 
circumstances.  The  bone  has 
been  snapped  across  without  any 
corresponding  injury  being  inflict- 
ed on  the  soft  textures  ;  the  de- 
gree of  violence  is  not  considera- 
ble, the  tumefaction  that  ensues 
is  seldom  very  great  ;  there  is 
scarcely  any  ecchymosis.  Thus 
there  appears  not  to  be  sufficient 
injury  inflicted  for  producing  union 
by  bone.  We  may  observe  the 
same  thing  when  the  olecranoa 
has  been  fractured  ;  or  when  the 
neck  of  the  femur  has  been  bro- 
ken within  the  capsule.  This 
last-mentioned  accident  has  given 
rise,  it  is  well  known,  to  much 
discussion  among  the  most  emi- 
nent of  our  profession.     An  ex- 
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planatlon  of  the  fact  is  sought, 
why  in  fractures  of  the  neck  of 
the  femur  the  union  is  commonly 
by  ligament  instead  of  by  bone. 
It  is  not  altogether  from  the  dif- 
ficulty of  keeping  the  parts  in  ap- 
position, that  this  is  to  be  explain- 
ed. In  cases  which  I  have  exa- 
mined after  death,  where  the 
bone  was  fractured  within  the 
capsule,  I  have  discovered  that  a 
thin  membrane  alone  intervened 
between  the  portions,  showing 
how  nearly  the  parts  had  been 
kept  approximated,  yet,  after  all, 
they  w'ere  not  united  by  bone. 
Some  other  method  must  be  used 
to  account  for  the  fact.  The 
same  reasoning  which  has  just 
been  applied  to  explain  the  want 
of  ossific  union  in  cases  of  frac- 
tured patella,  may  be  employed 
here  also.  If  the  neck  of  the  fe- 
mur be  broken  across  at  its  thin 
cervix,  which  is  enclosed  in  the 
tough  capsular  ligament,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  injury  is  very  limited. 
There  may  be,  perhaj)s,  an  in- 
creased secretion  of  the  synovial 
fluid  of  the  joint,  but  there  are  no 
cellular  connexions  torn  up,  into 
which  the  blood  may  be  elfused, 
and  by  which  the  broken  ends  of 
the  bone  may  be  surrounded,  as 
in  other  cases  ;  the  fractured  ex- 
tremities are  not  supported  by  the 
condensation  of  the  neighboring 
parts,  nor  sustained  by  the  same 
mass  of  inflamed  structure,  which 
is  always  found  when  the  long 
bones  are  fractured  at  their  cen- 
tre. This  appears  to  afford  an 
explanation  of  the  extreme  rarity 
of  union  by  bone  in  the  case  of 
fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur. 
A  certain  degree  of  violence 
seems  essential  for  producing  os- 
sific union  ;  and  the  neck  of  the 
thigh-bone  included  in  its  natural 
capsule  is  protected  from  receiv- 


ing that  degree  of  injury.  A  dif- 
ference in  the  circumstances  is 
attended  with  a  difference  in  the 
results  ;  for  when  the  fracture 
occurs  externally  to  the  capsular 
ligament,  then  union  by  bone  lakes 
place.  The  splitting  of  the  bone 
is  attended  with  laceration  of  the 
neighboring  parts;  blood  is  effused, 
and  inflammation,  with  condensa- 
tion of  the  surrounding  muscles, 
are  the  consequences.  To  this 
point  we  shall  recur  when  an  op- 
portunity again  presents  itself. 


II. 

Jlhstract  of  a  Paper  on  ^^ffections 
oj  the  JMammce.^  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken for  Cancer y  by  Joseph 
Parrish,  M.D.  From  the  N. 
A.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal  for 
April. 

According  to  Dr.  Parrish,  de- 
rangements of  structure  in  the 
mammae,  which  are  entirely  inno- 
cent in  their  nature,  are  liable  to 
be  mistaken  for  cancer.  Much 
of  the  success  which  has  been  at- 
tributed to  surgical  treatment  of 
cancer,  has  arisen  from  its  appli- 
cation to  cases  which  were  not 
really  such.  True  cancer  he  be- 
lieves to  be  a  constitutional  dis- 
ease, and  that  extirpation  affords 
but  small  chance  of  relief. 

The  natural  structure  of  the 
gland  may  be  mistaken  for  scir- 
rhus.  In  many  females  there  is  a 
peculiar  hardness  of  the  breast, 
and  in  many  this  is  attended  with 
a  lobular  structure.  The  young, 
and  often  even  the  experienced 
surgeon,  may  confound  this  state 
of  things  with  disease,  and  thus 
remove  a  perfectly  healthy  breast. 

Dr.  Parrish  relates  with  great 
candor  some  instances  in  which 
this  mistake  was  made.  In  a  pa- 
tient attended  by  himself  and  the 
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late  Dr.  Wistar,  an  unusual  but  also  are  sometimes  confounded 
natural  hardness  of  the  mamma,  with  cancer.  Dr.  Parrish  relates 
accompanied  by  a  rheumatic  pain  a  case  in  which  the  breast  was 
in  the  part,  was  regarded  as  so  considerably  enlarged,  presenting 
clearly  a  case  of  scirrhus  that  an  an  irregular  surface,  with  redness 
operation  was  recommended.  It  of  the  skin  and  diseases  of  the  ax- 
was  however  fortunately  delayed,  illary  glands.  An  operation  was 
from  some  accidental  circum-  thought  of,  but  being  deferred  the 
stances  ;  the  pain  gradually  sub-  tumor  became  soft  and  fluctuat- 
sided  under  treatment  calculated  ing  ;  it  was  opened  and  scrofulous 
for  the  cure  of  rheumatism,  and  matter  was  discharged.  Gene- 
the  tumor  was  no  more  heard  of.  rally    in   the    advanced   stage    pf 

In  another  case  a  small   tumor  genuine  cancer,  a  contraction  and 

actually  existed  in  the  organ,  and  wrinkling  of  the  skin  exists,  which 

an  operation  was  decided   upon,  will  distinguish  it  from  scrofula; 

Dr.    Parrish,  with   two    medical  but    this   is  not  always  the   case, 

friends  in  attendance,  was  about  There   are  still,  however,  pecu- 

proceeding  to  the  operation.     On  liarities   in   the   appearance   of  a 

feeling  for  the  tumor  it  seemed  to  scirihous  breast,  even  when  svvol- 

them  to  have  increased  very  much  len  and  smooth,  by  which  it  may 

in  size  ;  but  all  thought  they  could  generally  be  distinguished.      "  In- 

feel  a  tumor  of  very  considerable  stead  of  a  dilTused  redness,"  says 

magnitude.       So    clear    did    this  Dr.  P.,  "  1  have  usuaily  noticed, 

seem,  that  the  course  and  extent  under    these     circumstances,     a 

of  the  incisions  had   been   traced  stellated  appearance  of  the  skin, 

out,  when  almost  by  accident  Dr.  red    spots    being   scattered    like 

Parrish  touched  the   real   tumor,  spangles  over  the  surface.      This 

which  remained  unaltered  in  size,  peculiarity  is  so   striking,    that   I 

He  had  mistaken  the  natural  hard-  believe  I  could  now  distinguish  by 

ness   of  the   breast  for  scirrhous  the  eye  alone,    between  such  tu- 

induration.  mors    and    mere    scrofulous    en- 

The  difficulty  of  judging  is  in-  largement." 
creased  when  tumors  actually  ex-  Dr.  Parrish  relates  a  case  in 
ist.  Every  hard,  chronic  painful  which  this  diagnostic  mark  was  of 
tumor  in  the  breast  is  not  scir- .  great  service.  A  young  surgeon 
rhus.  In  the  young  female,  if  the  in  Philadelphia,  sanctioned  by  the 
breast  remain  freely  njovable,  advice  of  an  elder  gentleman  of 
and  the  skin  present  the  natural  the  faculty,  was  preparing  to  re- 
aspect,  even  though  the  ordinary  move  what  was  supposed  to  be  a 
symptoms  of  scirrhus  be  exhibit-  cancerous  mamma.  At  the  mo- 
ed,  there  is  much  reason  to  hope  ment  when  the  operation  was 
that  the  complaint  is  not  scirrhus,  about  to  be  performed,  Dr.  P. 
and  will  not  require  an  o|)eration.  saw  the  patient,  and  perceived 
Several  cases  are  related  in  which  that  it  was  not  a  cancerous,  but  a 
tumors  of  this  character,  in  some  scrofulous  disease  ;  not  only  the 
of  which  an  operation  had  seemed  glands  of  the  axilla,  but  those  of 
advisable,  were  removed  by  purg-  the  neck,  were  implicated  in  the 
ing,  low  diet,  discutient  applica-  disease.  Upon  a  more  minute 
tions,  and  a  country  residence.  examination,  fluctuation  was  found 

Scrofulous  affections o[  the  breast  to  exist,  and  the  operator,  instead 
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of  removing  the  whole  organ,  in-  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  witness 
troduced  his  lancet,  and  a  quanti-  the  candor  with  which  the  author 
ty  of  scirrhous  pus  was  dischaiged.  of  this  paper  speaks  of  the  inad- 
All  parties  were  now  satisfied,  verlencies  into  which  he  had  hirn- 
and  the  complaint  of  the  breast  self  fallen.  It  is  a  rare  quality 
was  ultimately  relieved.  among  medical  writers,   and   one 

Deepseated  scrofulousabscess-  which  might  be  made  to  contri- 
es  being  attended  with  much  pain,  bute  very  much  to  the  advance- 
are  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  scir-  nient  of  our  art.  With  prqper 
rhus.  Two  cases  of  this  kind  are  dispositions  we  may  learn  as  much 
related,  in  both  of  which  extirpa-  from  cases  in  which  we  mistake 
tion  had  been  strenuously  advised,  or  fail,  as  from  those  in  which 
In  botb,   however,  a  deep  seated    we  are  successful. 

indistinct  fluctuation  was  discover-  

ed  :    upon  the   introduction    of  a 

lancet,    pus  was   discharged,   and  III. 

the   breasts    saved.       Wherever        selections    from     foreign 

the   least    doubt   rests    upon    the  journals. 

mind  of  the  surgeon,  it  is  easy  to     „  .         -  ^^     .       ,^ 

plunge   a   lancet  into   the  seat  of    ^^^^'e?'/ion  of  Itenne  Hemorrhage 

the  disease,   and   thus   settle   the        >"'    Idiosijncnmj.      By  J.  G. 

question.       But    little    additional         Evans. 

pain  is  thus   inflicted,  even  if  the    ^^  ^  Lecture     of    Dr.    "^lundell 

operation    is  afterwards  fojjnd  ne-    "po"  Floodiugs,   the  following  ob- 

ce^sary,  and  the  patient   has   the    servations  are  made  ; 

chance  of  e-scaping  a  severe  ope-        Some  women  there  are,   from 

ration,  and   of  preserving   an  im-    idiosyncrasy,  jjcculiarly  liable  to 

portant  organ.  bleediiig  ;    and    very    undesirable 

Cysts  sometimes  form  in  the  patients  they  are  ;  the  probability 
brciist,  which  are  totally  free  being,  that  they  will  ultimately 
from  any  cancerous  disposition,  die  under  your  hands.  Hence  it 
In  a  case  of  this  kind  Dr.  P.  dis-  becomes  a  question  in  cases  of 
covered  two  tumors,  in  which  after-floodings,  whether  we  can 
there  was  an  obscure  fluctuation,  use  any  means  of  prevention. 
Upon  puncturing  them  with  a  Ian-  JVow,  as  I  am  in  general  called  to 
cet,  a  serous  fluid  escaped,  and  no  cases  in  which  the  flooding  has 
unpleasantconsequences  followed,    commenced  before    my  arrival,  I 

We  are  liable  to  be  deceived  have  had  very  little  opportunity 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  action  of  seeing  the  effect  of  any  pre- 
which  sometimes  takes  [)lace  in  ventive  practice,  and  cannot, 
the  cicatrix,  formed  after  the  ex-  therefore,  from  my  own  experi- 
tirpation  of  a  cancerous  tumor,  ence,  enlarge  upon  this  topic. 
If  it  enlarge,  thicken,  assume  a  Not  long  since  I  met  with  a 
red  color,  and  become  lender  and  case  which,  as  it  bears  on  the 
painful,  there  is  reason  to  fear  the  above  remarks,  may  not  be  unin- 
complaint  has  returned.  But  if  teresting.  I  engaged  to  attend  a 
it  become  painful  only,  the  disor-  woman  in  her  approaching  labor, 
der  is  probably  purely  nervous,  and,  on  questioning  her,  I  found 
and  the  use  of  the  knife  is  unne-  that  she  had  been  delivered  of 
cessary.  nine   children  ;   and   that,   iranie- 
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diately  on  the  birth  of  each  child,  possibility  of  her  affording  me  any 
flooding  came  on  to  such  an  ex-  information  on  the  subject,  and  it 
tent,  that  for  upwards  of  twelve  unfortunately  happened,  that  a 
hours  she  remained  in  a  state  of  removal  from  the  country  to  the 
syncope,   inducing  extreme  debi-    metropolis  obliged   her  to  change 

lity,  from   which   she   did  not  re-  her  nurse. — Lancet. 
cover  for   many  months.     In  the     „        r  r>-  7       •        r  i     n 
major  part  of  her   labors  she  was     ^^^se  of  Dislocation  of  the  Humerus, 
attended  by  one  practitioner,  who        reduced  at   the  erpiralwn  oj  five 
always  remained  witli  her  twelve        '''''''  "fi'''  ^'''  ''V^'^U' 

or  fourteen  hours   after  the  deli-  A  stout  man,  GO  years  of  age,  was 

very  had  been  effected.  adujitted   into   Guy's  Hospital,  on 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  Tuesday  noon,  April   8th,  havino- 

desired  her  to  send  for  me  at  the  received    severe    injury    to    the 

very  commencement  of  her  labor,  shoulder  joint,   five   weeks  previ- 

Avhich  she  did  ;  and  I  immediately  ously. 

procured  a  quantity  of  ice,  and  Accoiding  to  the  patient's  state- 
immersed  in  it  a  jug  of  spring  wa-  ment,  he  slipped  down  whilst 
ter.  Tbe  labor  proceeded  natu-  walking,  and  fell  upon  his  shoul- 
rally  and  rapidly  ;  as  soon  as  the  der  :  he  applied  to  a  surgeon  (.'') 
child's  head  had  cleared  the  vulva,  v.'ho  int''oimed  him  that  the  injuiy 
and  while  the  shoulders  were  yet  was  only  a  sprain,  and  prescribed 
undelivered,  I  gave  my  patient  a  liniments  ;  but  finding  thai  he  was 
tumbler  full  of  the  ice-cold  liquid;  incapacitated  from  using  his  ami 
the  body  of  the  child  was  quickly  at  the  expiration  of  five  weeks, 
liberated  :  the  placenta  followed  he  applied  to  the  Hospital. 
in  about  two  minutes  ;  the  due  When  admitted,  it  was  readily 
contractions  of  the  uterus  were  discovered  upon  examination  that 
indicated  by  after-pains  ;  a  very  the  humerus  liad  suiTered  disloca- 
moderate  quantity  of  blood  es-  tion  dow^iwards  and  forwards — the 
caped  ;  and  my  patient  expressed  head  of  the  bone  being  tiirown  be- 
much  surprise  and  [deasure  at  her  neath  the  pectoral  muscle.  The 
exemption  from  tlie  usual  tax.  characteristic  signs  of  l[;e  injury 
A  very  slight  shivering  was  the  were  very  palpable — the  elbow, 
only  untoward  symptom  ;  but  this  separated  from  the  side,  and' 
I  was  prepared  fur,  and  did  not  slightly  inclined  backward — the 
attempt  to  relieve.  It  quickly  prominence  beneath  the  pectoral 
passed,   and  within   half  an   hour  muscle,  &:c. 

after  the  deliveiy  I  left  tbe  house,         Tartar    emetic    was   exhibited 

well  pleased  that  I  had  api)arent-  ad  nauseam,  and  the  pulleys  were 

ly    saved    myself   many    hours   of  then   em[)loyed.  until   the  head  of 

trouble  and  anxiety.  the   bone  was   drawn   below   the 

It  may   be  necessary   to  state,  level    of    the    coracoid    process^ 

that    I    endeavored   to    ascertain  when  the  surgeon,    Mr.   Coojjer, 

whether,  in  the  former  labors,  the  put  his   foot   in  the    axilla,  at  the 

placenta    was    quickly    expelled,  same  time  carrying   the  humerus 

and   whether  there    were  any  af-  forwards;  by  these  means  the  re- 

ter-pains  ;  but  the  woman's  insen-  duction  was  eflfected  in  the  space 

sibility  at  the  time  precluded  the  of  fifteen  minutes. — lb. 
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Case  of  Dislocation  of  the  Femur 
upwards^  reduced  at  the  expira- 
tion of  sixteen  days. 

A  stout  muscular  Irishman  applied 
to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  for  re- 
lief on  Sunday,  March  23,  having 
received  an  injury  to  the  hip  joint 
sixteen  days  previously.  The 
accident  occurred  in  the  country, 
from  a  wagon  having  fallen  upon 
him  ;  he  was  unable  to  stand  or 
walk  after  the  injury,  and  great 
tumefaction  speedily  ensued.  It 
was  discovered,  two  days  before 
the  man's  admission,  that  the  fe- 
mur was  dislocated  upwards,  and 
attempts  were  made  to  effect  the 
reduction  without  success. 

When  the  patient  was  admitted, 
and  stripped  for  the  purpose  of 
examination,  the  nature  of  the  in- 
jury was  so  very  apparent,  that  it 
was  at  once  decided  that  the  fe- 
mur was  dislocated  upwards  on 
the  dorsum  of  tlie  ilium. 

Taitar  emetic  was  administer- 
ed in  repeated  doses,  until  nausea 
was  produced,  and  bloodletting 
•was  employed  to  the  amount  of 
thirty  ounces  ;  under  the  state  of 
depression  induced  by  these 
means,  the  pulleys  were  used, 
and  it  was  not  until  after  exten- 
sion had  been  employed  for  more 
than  an  hour,  that  the  reduction 
of  the  bone  was  accomplished. 

The  case  was  exclusively  ma- 
naged by  the  dresser  of  the  week, 
Mr.  Bean. — lb. 

Abscess  in  the  Fauces. 

A  child,  three  years  of  age, 
had  been  attacked  with  a  series 
of  fits  incident  to  children  from 
disordered  stomach  or  bowels, 
which  were  successfully  treated 
by  warm  baths,  purgatives,  &c. 
To  these  succeeded  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  whole  chain  of  glands 


in  the  neck,  which,  on  subsiding, 
ushered  in  the  symptoms  as  re- 
lated by  Dr.  Sym.  Great  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  accompanied 
by  a  noise  resembling  that  of 
croup,  more  particularly  when 
the  child  attempted  to  doze  or 
sleep,  producing  an  agonising  sense 
of  suffocation,  and  attended  with 
a  copious  secretion  of  frothy  mu- 
cus. On  examination,  there  were 
no  particular  indications  of  the 
existence  of  a  tumor  ;  the  tonsils, 
uvula,  and  fauces,  presenting  but 
little  appearance  of  inflammation. 
Leeches,  blisters,  emetics,  &c., 
were  employed  without  any  alle- 
viation. Deglutition,  which  at 
first  was  not  at  all  affected, 
now  became  alarmingly  impeded, 
breathing  stertorous,  the  child 
gasping  for  breath,  and  appearing 
every  moment  likely  to  be  suffo- 
cated. The  susj)icion  of  the  ex- 
istence of  an  abscess  or  tumor, 
became  more  confirmed.  On  at- 
tempting to  pass  the  finger  down 
the  oesophagus,  all  ambiguity  was 
at  an  end  ;  a  large  and  elastic  tu- 
mor was  instantly  perceptible  to 
the  touch,  which  appeared  to  be 
situated  on  a  level  with  the  epi- 
"lottis  :  a  aum  lancet  (a  trocar  not 
always  being  a  pocket-case  m- 
strument)  was  directed  by  the 
finger,  and  from  two  to  three 
ounces  of  pus  let  out.  The  re- 
sult was  most  favorable,  the  child 
being  now  [perfectly  convales- 
cent.— lb. 

Five  Children  at  one  Birlh. 

A  woman,  ast.  27,  who  had  been 
married  five  years,  of  a  middle 
stature,  robust  constitution,  after 
having  been  delivered  of  twins 
two  years  before,  was  brought  to 
bed  of  five  children.  She  went 
the  regular  time  without  any  thing 
remarkable    occurring,  except  a 
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sense  of  weakness  and  an  occa- 
sional loss  of  appetite  and  sleep. 
The  first  child  passed  out  easily 
after  the  meuibranes  had  been 
ruptured  ;  the  others  came  more 
slowly,  and  the  last  with  great 
difficulty.  Each  was  inclosed  in 
a  particular  bag,  and  immediately 
followed  by  its  placenta  :  all 
came  with  the  head  presentation. 
The  two  first  were  boys,  then  a 
girl  and  a  boy,  and  lastly  a  girl. 
They  all  died  before  the  third 
day.  Their  length,  in  general, 
was  from  15i  to  IQ^  inches  ;  the 
second  boy  did  not  weigh  two 
pounds  after  his  death.  Although 
regularly  formed,  they  did  not 
appear  to  have  arrived  at  perfect 
maturity.  In  the  boys,  the  um- 
bilical cord  was  16  inches  long, 
and  12  in  the  girls  ;  no  pulsation 
could  be  felt  at  the  time  of  birth. 
The  children  had  an  old  look  ; 
their  voice  was  tremulous,  they 
slept  continually,  and  their  tem- 
perature was  very  low.  The 
mother,  although  weak,  soon  re- 
covered. 

Hydrophobia. 

Dr.  Barbantini,  of  Lucques, 
relates  a  case  of  hydrophobia, 
which  deserves  being  noticed. 
A  person  was  bitten  by  his  dog, 
at  which  he  was  very  much 
alarmed  ;  and  the  alarm  was  in- 
creased, by  the  circumstance  of 
the  dog  not  being  afterwards  seen. 
The  disease  made  its  appearance, 
and  for  four  days  the  patient  could 
neither  swallow  fluids  nor  liquids. 
On  the  ninth  day,  the  dog  return- 
ed in  [lerfect  health,  when  it  was 
immediately  let  into  the  bed- 
chamber of  its  master,  whom  he 
caressed  as  usual.  From  that 
moment  the  hydrophobic  symp- 
toms gradually  disappeared. 


Spontaneous  Artijicial  Jinus. 

A  case  of  the  above  description 
is  related  in  a  recent  number  of 
the  Archives  Gencrales.  The  pa- 
tient, the  first  time  she  applied 
for  medical  assistance,  was  up- 
wards of  fifty  years  of  age.  At 
the  termination  of  a  labor,  which 
happened  twenty  years  before, 
she  had  had  an  umbilical  hernia, 
which,  not  being  kept  constantly 
reduced,  had  gradually  increased; 
it  at  length  acquired  so  considera- 
ble a  size,  that,  in  the  course  of 
ten  years,  the  whole  of  the  intes- 
tines appeared  to  be  situated  in  a 
kind  of  pouch,  which  she  support- 
ed by  means  of  a  bag  made  for 
the  purpose.  At  the  end  of  the 
second  year,  the  skin  became  red 
at  the  lower  part  of  this  project- 
ing mass,  and  small  whitish  vesi- 
cles made  their  appearance.  Ul- 
ceration took  place,  and  in  a  short 
time  a  round  opening  was  estab- 
lished, about  the  size  of  a  five- 
franc  piece.  The  circumference 
of  this  opening  soon  healed,  but 
the  centre  of  it  remained  pervi- 
ous, and  discharged,  at  difierent 
times,  pus,  serum,  or  blood.  Dur- 
ing the  ten  years  which  had  elaps- 
ed from  the  appearance  of  this 
ulceration  to  the  time  of  her  seek- 
ing jnedicai  aid,  the  aperture  had 
closed  and  opened  several  times. 
The  movement  of  the  intestines 
could  be  seen  through  the  base  of 
the  tumor.  She  was  still  able  to 
continue  her  usual  employment. 
Some  time  afterwards  she  per- 
ceived that  a  portion  of  food 
which  she  had  taken,  issued  from 
the  wound,  three  hours  after  she 
had  swallowed  it.  Upon  pressing 
the  hernial  sac,  fecal  matter  es- 
caped from  the  opening.  In  the 
centre  of  the  old  wound,  was 
found  an  opening  about  the  size  of 
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a    shilling.       The    edges    of   this  the   Professors    occupied   their   new 

aperture  projected,  and  formed  a  jMedical  College,  erected  during  the 

kind  of  sphincter.      It  was  ascer-  p^si  Summer,  and  the  result  of  the 

tained  that  this  opening  was  situ-  Winter's  experience   proves  that  the 

ated  on  one  of  the  small  intestines.  .    •■  ■•              n     •.  j  .    .1 

,                        ,          •<-  •     1     1    I  building  is  well  suited  to  tlie  purposes 

It   was  round,  as  it   it   had   been  ^        ,  .  ,   .           .    ■       , 

r-           II               .      (.       .                 J  lor  wliicli  it  was  designed. 

lormed  by  a  pair  01   scissors,  and  ^ 

the  borders   were   red  and  tume-  ^^  '^  •^'"g^  ^"^  commodious,  con- 

fied.      The  intestine  was  reduced,  sisting  of  three  elevated  stories,  with 

and  fixed  near  the  wound.      Poul-  a  roof  peculiarly  constructed  for  the 

lices   were   applied,  and   perfect  admission  of  light  into  all  the  apart- 

rest   recoaimended,   to   facilitate  ^^^,3    appropriated    to    anatomical 
the  union  of  the  parts.      1  he  stools 

passed  in  the  natural  way  ;  they  '      ,  * 

were  soon,  however,  suppressed,  <^"  »'^^  S""'^""^'  A""*" '«  ^^^  Lecture 
and  the  wound  of  the  integuments  ^^om,  Laboratory,  &c.  of  the  Pro- 
contracted,  so  that  an  artificial  fessor  of  Chemistry, 
anus  was  completely  established.  The  second  story  contains  the 
Medical  Gazette.  rooms,  public  and  private,  of  the 
^— n^^^— ^^^— — ^— — ^—  Professors   of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  8,  1828.  ^'^^  of  iMedicine  and  of  Materia  Me- 

~         ■  dica,  and  of  the  Institutes  of  Medi- 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT    OF  THE  cine  and  JMedical  Jurisprudence. 

COLUMBIAN   COLLEGE.  J,,    ti,e    third    is    the    Anatomical 

To   complete   the   organization  of  Theatre,  together   with  rooms  occu- 

the  Medical  Department   of  the  Co-  pied  by   the  Professors  of  Anatomy, 

lumbian    College,  a   Chair,   denomi-  Surgery,  and  Obstetrics. 
nMeA  The  Institutes  of  Medicine  and        The  theatre  is  designed   from   the 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  has  been  es-  most  approved    plans,  and    is  conve- 

tablished.  niently    connected    with    the    rooms 

Professor  Randall   having   been  situated   in   the  superior  part  of  the 

appointed  to  the  newly  created  Chair,  building,  which    are  intended  for  the 

the    vacancy    occasioned    by   his  re-  purposes  of  Practical  Anatomy.     lu 

sigiiation     of    the    Professorship     of  relation  to  this  particular  department 

Chemistry,  has  been  filled  by  Thomas  of  the  school,   the   professors   have 

P.  Jones,  M.D.,  formerly   Professor  pleasure  in  saying,  that  care  has  been 

of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Pliilosophy  taken    to   provide   space,    light,   and 

in    William    and  Mary   College,  and  security,  together   with    every    other 

late   of  the  Franklin   Institute.     By  specific  convenience  that  may  afford 

these  arrangements,  the  scientific  ad-  to  the  Student  facility  in  prosecuting 

vantages  of  the  Students  are  greatly  to    advantage   this    necessary  part  of 

augmented,  without  any  mateiial  in-  his  collegiate  studies.     Rooms  have, 

crease  of  expense,  the  graduation  fee  also,  been    set   apart    for   a  Medical 

being    reduced    from    thirty-five    to  Library  and  a  Museum  of  Anatomi- 

twenty  dollars.  cal  Preparations. 

During  the  last  Course  of  Lectures,        Since  the   commencement  of  the 
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last  Session,  the  Professors  have  laid  and  one   in  some  other  respectable 
the  foundation  of  a  Libn»ry.      Al-  Medical  Institution.     He  shall  have 
ready  medical  works  to  a  considera-  entered    his   name   with  the  Dean  as 
ble  amount  have  been  collected,  and  a  candidate   for   graduation,  and    de- 
provision  has   been    made   for  its  re-  livered  to  liim    an  inaugural  disserta- 
gnlRr  and  speedy  increase.  tion  on  some  iiiedical  suhject,  tliirly 
The  Fifih   Ses'^ion  of  tho    Institu-  days  before  the  close  oi"  iho  session, 
tion  will  conmience  on  the  first  Mon-         The  degrees    are  conferred  under 
day  in  November  next,  and  continue  the   authority  of  the  Charter  of  the 
to  the  last  of  February.     During  this  Columbian  College,  incorporated   by 
period,   Lectures    will    be   delivered  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
daily,  and  full   courses  will  be  given                                R.  Randall,  Dean. 
on  the  various  branches  of  Medicine,         Wasldngton   City,  May,  1828. 
by  

Thomas  Seavall,  M.t).,  Professor  of        Errata. — Page  251,  in  the  Report 

of  the  Northern  District  of  the  Dis- 


pensary, and  page  316,  in  that  of  ilie 
Eastern  District,  for  Struma,  read 
Stremma. 

WEEKLY    llEPORT  OF     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  June  27,  at  noon. 


Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
James  M.   Staughton,  M.D.,  Pi-o- 

fessor  of  Surgery. 
Thomas  Henderson,  M.D.,  Profes- 
sor of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 

Medicine. 
N.   W.   Worthington,  M.D.,  Pro-    j 

ftssor  of  Materia  Medica. 
Frederick  May,  M.D.,  Professor  of 

Obstetrics. 
Richard  Randall,  M.D.,  Professor 

of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and 

Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Thomas   P.  Jones,  M.D.,  Professor 

of  Chemistry. 

The  Ticket  of  each  Professor  is 
fifteen  dollars;  and  all  persons  who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses,  in 
this  School,  are  entitled  to  attend 
succeeding  Courses  free  of  expense. 

The  requisites  for  graduation  are 
similar  to  those  required  in  the  most 
respectable  Institutions  in  the  coun- 
try. The  candidate  shall  have  stu- 
died three  years   under  the  direction       Affection  of  the  heart,  1— brain  fever,  1— 

"  _  consumption,    7 — convulsions,  I — dropsy,   1 — 

of  some  regular  physician.       He  shall     delirium  tremens,  2— hooping  cough,  1— infan- 

havQ     QHtxt^A,^A     ,^....U     n      c  »  'ile.  1  —  inflainmaUon,  1 — inflammation    in  the 

ave    aitenaed    each    rroiessor   two     u       i      i        .  o       u  i 

'  bowels,  1  —  intemperance,  3 — old  age,  1 — 
full  Courses,  or  he  shall  have  attend-  teething,! — typhus  fever,  2 — worms,  l — un- 
„]  rii/~t  •  i-n,  1  known,  4.  Males,  18 — females,  10.  Still- 
ed  one   full  Course   in   this   School,  bom,  2.    Total,  30. 


20 

Lucy  Charles, 

16  mo. 

22. 

Ann  Wholahan, 

57  yrs. 

Reuben  Cheever, 

31 

23. 

INIatthew  N.  Robinson, 

8 

Charles  Phillips, 

18  mo. 

John  C.  Strong, 

24  yrs. 

Esther  Hedge, 

S6 

24. 

Eliza  Homer, 

34 

Eliza  Morris, 

22 

Daniel  Haselboom, 

6 

Sarah  Tucker, 

44 

25. 

George  Burr, 

4  mo. 

William  D.  Cobb, 

SO  yrs. 

Richard  Peirce, 

92 

26. 

John  Eaton,  jr. 

49 

William  Broadrick, 

2 

James  Newcomb, 

31 

Mary  Ann  Barbadoes, 

25 

Philip  Woodward, 

65 

Patience,  (his  wife) 

40 

27. 

Josiah  Copeland, 

Mary  McCurdy, 

48 

Wilham  McNamara, 

38 

David  Spelacey, 

34 

Daniel  Carter, 

16 

John  Eliot, 

45 

William  Johnson, 

17 

Eliza  Stevens, 

27 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 

THIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY ;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
tic.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

"  Thou  shalt  lie  down 
With  patriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kin^s, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good. 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  agss  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  yols — Price  $5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  3J  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washinglon  St.  Corner  of  Win- 
ter St. 
HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  amonsf  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elateriuni,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcoliz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cincliona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  (fcc.  kc. 

C  W.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

ABERNETHY'S  LECTURES. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.,  63 
Market  St.,  have  in  the  press,  Lec- 
tures on  Jinalomy.,  Surgery  and  Pathology., 
including  observations  on  Local  Diseases, 


delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
By  John  Abernethy,  F.  R.  S.  These 
Lectures  contain  the  results  of  all  Mr. 
Abernethy's  experience  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  in  private  practice 
as  a  London  Surgeon. 

Boston,  June  1,  1828. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  poor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  a!iy  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Jlpothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old   friends   of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 


LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,   Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  &;c. 

"  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  by  Bart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, and  it  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWER  &  BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 

*^*  Soda,  Rochelle   and  other    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 


Piiblish<:d  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  oomniunications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  yi^ar.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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TUESDAY,  JULY  15,  1828. 


No.  22. 


I. 

From  the  London  Lancot. 

Remarks  on  the  Operation  of  Turn- 
ins^,  as  contained  in  a  Lecture  at 
Gui/'s  Hospital  6?/  James  Blun- 

DELL,  M.D.,  &C. 

In  turning,  as  in  most  of  the  ob- 
stetric operations,  it  is  a  point  of 
no  small  importance  to  determine 
aright  on  the  proper  moment  of 
interference.  Entering,  there- 
fore, on  the  consideration  of  this 
important  operation,  I  may  com- 
mence by  making  some  observa- 
tions upon  those  indications  which 
enable  the  practitioner  to  discri- 
minate here. 

By  some  it  is  asserted,  that 
turning  ought  never  to  be  attempt- 
ed, unless  the  os  uteri  be  widely 
expanded,  or,  at  all  events,  re- 
laxed in  such  a  degree,  that  it 
may  readily  dilate  under  the 
pressure  of  the  finger  ;  nor  is  the 
rule  to  be  despised.  Generally, 
when  the  mouth  of  the  womb  is 
wide  open,  the  hand  may  be  in- 
troduced with  safety  ;  and  this 
being  the  case,  the  sooner  it  is 
22 


passed  into  the  uterine  cavity  the 
better  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  OS  uteri  be  rigid,  or  if  it  be 
shut  in  great  measure, — the  disc 
not  larger  than  that  of  a  shilling, 
for  example, — the  introduction  of 
the  hand  is  unsafe. 

By  some  practitioners,  again, 
the  indication  for  turning  is  taken 
from  the  laxity  of  the  softer  parts; 
and  if  the  os  externum,  internum, 
and  vagina,  are  all  of  them  tense 
and  unyielding,  so  that  the  en- 
trance of  the  hand,  perhaps  of 
large  size,  would  be  attended 
with  bruising  or  laceration,  we 
are  told  to  refrain  ;  whilst  we  are 
advised  to  introduce  the  hand, 
even  though  the  os  uteri  be  undi- 
lated,  provided  the  softer  parts, 
thoroughly  relaxed,  yield  under 
the  pressure  of  the  fingers  ;  nor  is 
this  rule  without  its  excellence  : 
for  when  the  parts  are  rigid,  the 
hand  certainly  ought  not  to  be  in- 
troduced ;  but  where  they  are 
thoroughly  relaxed,  vvith  prof)er 
caution  a  gentle  operator,  with  a 
hand  of  small  size,  may  often  se- 
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curely  enter  the  genital  cavity  ; 
and  we  may  be  told,  perhaps,  not 
without  show  of  reason,  that  the 
sooner  he  operates  the  better. 

There  are  some   practitioners 
who  lay  their  principal  weight  on 
a   third     indication,   I  mean    the 
condition  of  the  membranes  ;   and 
if  they  find  that  the   membranes, 
unbroken  and  still   full   of  water, 
are  pushing  through  the  mouth  of 
the  uterus,  they  refrain  from  turn- 
ing, considering  that  so  long  as  the 
water  is  retained,  there  is  no  risk 
lest  the  child  become  incarcerat- 
ed in  the  uterus,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  access  of  the  hand. — But  if, 
on    examination,    they   perceive 
that  the  membranes  are   lacerat- 
ed,  and   the   liquor  amnii   away, 
then,  without  much  regard  to  the 
laxity  of  the  parts,  or  the  expan- 
sion of  the  OS  uteri,  they  are  anx- 
ious,  as  speedily   as  may  be,   to 
perform  the  operatioir.     Now,  of 
this  rule,  the  latter  part  lies  open 
to  decided  reprobation.       Admit- 
ting, as  those  who  have  experi- 
ence must  do,  that  after  the  dis- 
charge of  the  water,  an  early  ex- 
traction of  the  child  is  desirable  ; 
we  must  however  admit  too,  that 
so  long  as  the  os  uteri  is  shut,  and 
the  parts  are  unyielding,  dreadful 
lacerations  may  result   from   rash 
attempts   to   introduce  the  hand. 
With  respect  to  the  former  divi- 
sion of  the  rule,  that  1  mean  which 
declares  that  it   is   not  necessary 
to  introduce  the  hand   so  long   as 
the    membranes  are   untorn,    and 
the   liquor  amnii  is  retained,  to  it 
I  do  not  much  object  ;    because  I 
?is:ree,  that  whilst  the  liquor  ain- 
r-ii  is  not  discharged,  there  is  no 
danger  lest  the    foetus   becomes 
compressed  and  incarcerated,  and 
there  is  no  danger,  therefore,  lest 
the  access  of  the  hand  should  be 
debarred. 


For  myself,  the  rules  which  I 
observe  in  discriminating  the  pro- 
per moment  for  commencing  the 
operation  of  turning,  and  which, 
useful   in   my  own  practice,  I  re- 
commend  to    yours,  are,  not   to 
enlarge  needlessly,  the  following: 
— I  lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  in 
which  I  think  every  practical  man 
will  agree,  that  provided  the  ope- 
ration of  turning  may  be  perform- 
ed without  more  than  ordinary  risk 
of  bruising,  tearing,  or  other  inju- 
ry,  the  sooner  it  is  executed  the 
better.    If,  then,  I  deem  the  ope- 
ration safe  and  necessary,  I  do  not 
needlessly    delay    it   an   hour — a 
quarter — I   had  almost  added   a 
minute,  or    a    second  :   and   this, 
more  especially,  as  before  hinted, 
if  the  membranes  are  broken,  and 
the  liquor  amnii  discharged  ;  be- 
cause, while  we  are  delaying,  the 
womb  is  generally  becoming  more 
active,  and   more  contracted,  the 
dangers    and    difficulties    of    the 
operation  continually  thickening  in 
consequence.       Indelibly,   there- 
fore,   let    this    principle   be    im- 
pressed on  your  minds.       Never 
turn  without  need,  never   rashly 
have   recourse  to    the    operation 
without  considering  whether  it  be 
or  be  not  safe  ;    but   if  you   are 
fully  satisfied  that  turning  will  not 
be  attended  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary danger,  and  if  you  are  satis- 
fied further,  that  there  is  no  rea- 
sonable  hope  that  the  child  may 
come  away  in  any  other  manner, 
the  sooner  the   operation   is   per- 
formed the  better. 

But  you  will  ask  me  perhaps 
here,  when  are  we  to  consider 
that  the  introduction  of  the  hand 
is  unattended  with  greater  danger 
than  ordinary  ;  or,  to  give  the 
question  in  a  more  practical  man- 
ner, when  we  are  to  consider  that 
the  danger  of  turning  is  no  great- 
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er  than  we  are  justified  in  impos-  of  turning;  but  though  you  need 

ing  r     Why,   I   consider  that   the  not  always  turn  under  the  same 

hand  may  be  introduced  with  such  position,  for  ordinary  purposes  you 

degree  of  safety,  as  may  justify  will  find  it  most  convenient  to  put 

the   operation,  provided  you   find  the  woman  in  the  usual  obstetric 

the  OS  uteri  to  be   broad  as  a  dol-  posture,  on  the  left  side,  close  up- 

lar  ;  and  provided  you  find  too,  on  on  the  edge  of  the  bed-frame,  (if 

pressing    in    different    directions,  difficulty    be     anticipated.)    with 

that  the  softer  parts  are  thorough-  the  shoulders  forward,   the  loins 

]y  softened,  the  patient,  perhaps,  posteriorly,   the   knees  upon   the 

being  the   mother  of  many  child-  bosom,   and  the  abdomen  towards 

ran,  or   relaxed  by  copious  flood-  the  bed.    Nurses  are  apt  to  place 

ings.     The  rule  then  may  be  giv-  the    patient    with    the    shoulders 

en  in  few  words,  as   follows  : — In  posteriorly,  and  the  loins  in  frorit, 

ordinary  cases,  if  the  mouth  of  the  — a  position    exceedingly  ir.com- 

womb    be   as   broad  as   a   crown  modious  for  the  operation   under 

piece,  and  if  the  softer  parts    be  consideration, 

relaxed  thoroughly,  the  introduc-  As   to  your   posture,   you  will 

lion  of  the  hand  is  not  exposed  to  find   it   convenient   sometimes    to 

greater   risk   tlian    usual  ;    there  kneel  at  the   bed   side,   a    pillow 

seems  to  be  no  circumstance  pre-  being  provided,  and  sometimes  to 

elusive  of  the  oj)eration,  and  the  sit  in  a  very  low  chair,  your  posi- 

sooner  we  commence  the  better,  tion  varying  as  the  operation  pro- 

The  operation  resolved  on,  un-  ceeds.  Respecting  the  position 
less  the  rectum  be  loaded  I  should  of  the  uterus  and  the  foetus,  and 
dissuade  from  the  administration  especially  of  the  feel  of  the  child, 
of  injections  in  the  way  that  some  you  ought  to  have  clear  ideas  be- 
have recommended,  The  intes-  fore  you  commence  the  operation, 
tine,  indeed,  they  clear,  but  they  In  a  preceding  Lecture  I  observed 
also  stimulate  the  uterus,  and  to  you  what  I  now  repeat,  that 
bring  on  the  pains  which  every  the  uterus,  in  the  end  of  preg- 
one  who  has  had  experience  of  nancy,  lies  entirely  above  the 
these  cases  will  be  solicitous  to  brim  of  the  pelvis,  occupying 
avoid.  about  two  thirds  of  the  abdominal 

Before    turning    is    attempted,  cavity  ;   the   abdominal  coverings 

the  bladder  should  be  evacuated,  and  loaded   bladder  are  before  it 

This,  in  general,  it  may    be,  by  — the  intestines  and  other  viscera 

the  natural  efforts.     If,  however,  are  above  and  behind  it — and  the 

the   urinary  organs   be   in  such  a  womb    leaning   forward,   its    axis 

condition   that  the   patient  cannot  lies  parallel  with  aline  stretching 

discharge  the  urine  by  the  natural  from  the  coccyx  to  the  navel  ;  the 

efforts,  provided  but   little  water  fundus  pushing   forth    beyond    the 

be  collected,   the   catheter  is  un-  ensiforni  cartilage,  and  the  month, 

necessary  ;  but   if,  on   making  in-  seated  at  the  brim,  is  inclining  to- 

vestigation  above  the  sym])hysis,  wards  the  lower  cxtretnity  of  the' 

you  find  that   the  accumulation  is  sacrum.      Nor    must    we    forget 

large,  the  catheter  may  be  intro-  the  ordinary  position  of  the  foetus, 

duced.     In  different  postures  the  placed   commonly  in   these  cases 

patient  may  be  placed,  when  you  with    the    shoulder    over   the    os 

are  going  to  perform  the  operation  uteri,  the  head,  on  the  cervi.Kj  and 
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the  feet  in  the  fundus,  with  tlie 
loins  and  lower  limbs  carried 
along  with  the  fundus  uteri  to- 
wards the  front  of  the  abdomen, 
the  thorax,  head,  and  arms,  lying 
behind.  Do  not  neglect  these 
hints.  To  acquire  ideas  as  cor- 
rect and  distinct  as  may  be  res- 
pecting the  position,  both  of  the 
foetus  and  the  uterus,  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  this  opera- 
tion. 

Before  we  commence  the  ope- 
ration of  turning,  we  ought  to  as- 
certain with  nicety  the  position  of 
the  feet, — whether  they  are  in 
the  front,  or  the  back  of  the  ute- 
rus, at  the  left  side  or  the  right ; 
points  best  determined  by  examin- 
ing the  presenting  part.  And  as 
the  arm  case  is  the  most  common, 
and  as  it  is  unfortunately  the  most 
difficult  of  management,  on  this 
case  I  will  demonstrate  the  me- 
thod to  be  observed.  Let  us 
suppose,  then,  a  brachial  present- 
ation, the  arm  lying  forth  beyond 
the  external  parts  ;  we  are  by 
examination  to  ascertain  the  posi- 
tion of  the  feet,  in  order  that  we 
may  reach  them  and  turn.  For 
this  purpose  it  should  be  observed, 
that  when  the  arm  is  extended, 
and  the  hand  is  placed  interme- 
diately between  supination  and 
pronation,  the  palm  of  the  hand 
takes  the  direction  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  back  of  the  hand 
tbe  direction  of  the  loins,  the 
thumb  lies  towards  the  head,  and 
tiie  little  finger  towards  the  feet. 
Well,  now,  applying  these  piinci- 
ples  to  the  case  before  us,  the 
palm  of  the  hand  lying  to  the  sa- 
crum, I  know  the  abdomen  of  the 
child,  with  its  legs,  is  on  the  back 
of  the  uterus  ;  the  tharab  lying  to 
the  right,  I  know  that  the  head  is 
to  the  right ;  the  little  (inger 
placed  to  the  left,  I  know  that  the 


feet  are  to  the  left  also  ;  and  thus, 
without  inspection,  merely  by 
paying  a  little  ordinary  attention 
to  the  presentation,  I  am  enabled 
to  ascertain  that  the  feet  are  ly- 
ing on  the  back  of  the  uterus,  and 
towards  the  left  side.  To  rejieat 
then  :  before  you  commence  the 
operation  of  turning,  consider  what 
is  the  bearing  of  the  uterus  itself  ; 
consider  what  is  the  position  of  the 
child  ;  and,  more  especially,  con- 
sider what  is  the  j)Osition  of  the 
feet.  This  accomplished,  you 
need  no  preceptor  to  admonish 
you  which  hand  is  to  be  preferred. 
Knowing  the  situation  of  the  child, 
and  the  feet,  together  with  your 
own  method  of  operating,  you  will 
discover,  on  a  moment's  reflec- 
tion, whether  the  right  or  left 
hand  be  the  more  commodious  in 
any  individual  case  under  care. 
If  you  think  you  will  be  able  to 
reach  the  feet  more  readily  with 
the  left  hand,  by  all  means  let 
this  be  employed  ;  if  otherwise, 
employ  the  right.  Without  in- 
tending to  j)rescribe  any  fixed 
rule,  I  may  remark,  that  the  wo- 
man lying  on  the  left  side,  the 
usual  position,  you  will  generally 
find  the  left  hand  more  subservi- 
ent, if  the  feet  are  in  the  back  of 
the  uterus,  while  the  right  may 
prove  commodious,  piovided  they 
lie  in  front.  Some  practitioners 
always  turn  with  the  left  hand, 
and  some  always  with  the  right  ; 
but  from  the  reflections  just  made, 
it  is  obvious  that  you  ought  to  ac- 
quire, if  possible,  the  dexterous 
use  of  both. 

But  to  proceed  :  After  a  good 
deal  of  observation  on  the  opera- 
tion of  turning,  I  have  been  induc- 
ed to  divide  the  turning  cases  into 
those  in  which  it  is  easy,  those  in 
which  it  is  difficult,  and  those  few 
cases  in  which  it  is  impracticable, 
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either  for  a  lime,  or  permanently, 
so  that  you  are  obliged  to  resign 
it  altogether. 

Cases  of  Easy  Turning. — If  you 
adhere  to  the  wholesome  principle 
formerly  announced,  and  com- 
mence the  operation  of  turning  as 
early  as  the  safety  of  the  patient 
may  admit,  you  will,  I  believe,  in 
general,  had  it  of  easy  execution; 
the  woman  is  as  yet  unexhausted, 
the  softer  parts  are  relaxed,  and 
the  vagina  and  womb  ar,e  free 
from  inflammation  and  tenderness; 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  capacious 
and  uncontracted,  admitting  tlie 
ready  approach  of  the  hand  of  the 
operator  to  the  feet  of  the  child, 
and  allowing  of  an  easy  evolution 
afterwards. 

In  operating  in  these  easy  cases, 
it  should  be  your  first  office  to 
make  choice  of  the  hand  with 
which  you  mean  to  act;  and  know- 
ing, as  before  advised,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  feet,  you  speedily  de- 
termine which  of  the  hands  may 
most  readily  reach  them,  and  may 
prepare  it  accordingly. 

In  the  Gallery  of  the  Louvre,  I 
once  saw  a  painting  of  the  Feast 
of  Belshazzar — inagnifique.^  of 
course — in  which  the  Divine  hand 
was  graced  with  a  ring  and  ruffle. 
I  have  heard  of  a  French  accou- 
cheur, of  finished  exterior,  who 
lost  in  the  uterus  a  very  valuable 
jewel;  to  our  ingenious  and  lively 
neighbours  it  is  better  to  leave 
"  ces  gentillesses,^^  and  should  you 
make  use  of  ornaments,  it  may  be 
as  well  to  remember  that  there 
are  occasions  when  they  are  bet- 
ter away.  The  hand  then  chosen, 
take  ofTthe  coat,  remove  the  shirt 
sleeve,  abstract  your  rings,  and 
with  cold  cream  or  lard,  best  fit- 
ted for  the  purpose,  lubricate 
abundantly  the  arm,  with  the  back 


of  the  hand  and  knuckles,  avoid- 
ing the  palm  and  inner  surface  of 
the  fingers,  as  this  is  the  part  with 
which  you  lay  hold  of  the  child. 
Having  thus  prepared  the  hand 
and  arm,  you  throw  the  fingers 
into  the  conical  form,  and  pass 
them  through  the  os  externum  up- 
on the  promontory  of  the  sacrum, 
being  very  careful  not  to  lacerate 
the  perineum.  The  passage  of 
the  knuckles  occasions  the  princi- 
pal pain  and  danger.  The  risk 
and  distress  are  greater  if  the 
woman  have  not  borne  children 
before.  The  transition  may  be 
facilitated  by  using  the  fingers  as 
dilators.  Vv'jth  mingled  firmness 
and  gentleness  the  operation  should 
proceed.  When  the  knuckles 
have  cleared  the  externum,  you 
find  the  whole  hand  in  the  cavity 
of  the  vagina,  and  it  becomes 
your  next  office  to  enter  the  ute- 
rine cavity  ;  for  which  purpose, 
again  giving  to  the  fingers  the  co- 
noidal  form,  slowly  entering  the 
uterine  cavity,  you  pass  the  mouth 
of  the  womb,  always  in  great 
measure  dilated  before  the  ope- 
ration can  be  properly  begun.  If 
the  membranes  have  been  broken, 
and  the  liquor  amnii  have  been 
discharged,  the  hand  readily  en- 
ters the  cavity  of  the  ovum  ;  but 
operating  early,  you  will  some- 
times find  that  the  membranes 
are  not  yet  ruptured,  and  to  enter 
them  laceration  becomes  neces- 
sary. Whatever  is  worth  doing 
at  all,  is  worth  doing  well.  Let 
this  part  of  the  operation,  though 
simple,  be  carefully  executed. 
When  the  membranes  become 
tense,  under  the  action  of  the ' 
uterus  you  have  the  most  favora- 
ble opportunity  for  breaking  open 
the  cyst.  Be  careful  to  put  the 
hand  into  the  cavity  of  the  ovum, 
as  the   interposition  of  the  baud 
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between  the  womb  and  the  ex-  gina.  At  this  part  of  the  opera- 
ternal  surface  of  the  membranes  tion,  pause  for  a  little, — repose 
might  give  rise  to  flooding,  by  yourselves,  and  reflect.  Prepa- 
detaching  the  placenta  ;  throu2;h-  ration  thus  being  made,  the  fourth 
out  the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  stage  of  the  operation  commences 
operation,  bear  in  mind  the  awful  with  the  seizure  of  the  feet,  you 
specimens  of  vaginal  and  uterine  being  careful  to  ascertain  clearly 
laceration  now  on  the  table  before  that  they  are  the  feet,  and  not 
you,  and  beware.  the  hands  ;  and  further,  that  they 
Suppose  now  that  all  these  are  both  the  feet,  and  not  a  foot 
measures  have  been  carefully  ex-  and  hand  together,  mistaken  for 
ecuted  ;  that  the  cyst  has  been  them.  Having  made  sure  of  the 
opened,  that  the  hand  has  been  feet,  grasp  them  as  you  please  ; 
insinuated;  that  the  os  uteri  has  but  you  will  find  it  not  inconvenient 
sustained  neither  contusion  nor  to  place  two  fingers,  the  first  and 
laceration  ;  your  hand  being  pass-  second,  on  the  back  of  the  legs, 
ed  thus  far  above  the  brim  of  the  so  that  the  fore  finger  may  rest 
pelvis,  and  lying  in  the  uterus,  above  the  projection  of  the  heel, 
you  may  promptly,  tenderly,  press  the  thumb  and  two  remaining  fin- 
forward  towards  the  fundus,  so  as  gers  lying  on  the  legs  in  front.  In 
to  bring  the  brawn  of  the  arm  into  this  way  you  may  secure  a  pretty 
the  vaginal  cavity,  preventing  by  firm  hold  of  the  legs  ;  the  hand, 
this  plug  the  escape  of  the  vva-  as  you  perceive,  not  occupying 
ters,  if  they  are  not  already  dis-  much  space.  Having  then  in  this, 
charged.  Your  hand  lies  perhaps  or  any  other  mode  more  commo- 
amidst  the  waters;  or  if  the  dious,  acquired  a  firm  hold,  slowly, 
womb  be  lax  and  capacious,  the  smoothly,  and  without  jerking, 
hand  may  be  moved  about  with  you  draw,  throwing  the  abdomen 
facility,  though  the  waters  have  of  the  child  upon  the  back  of  the 
been  discharged.  Knowing  the  uterus  ;  so  that  at  the  end  of  the 
region  of  the  lect,  advance,  dur-  operation,  the  legs  hanging  forth, 
ing  the  absence  of  pain,  directly  you  have  converted  a  transverse 
to  this  part  of  the  uterus,  usually  presentation  into  a  presentation 
the  fundus,  slowly  or  rapidly  as-  of  the  legs,  the  front  of  the  foetus 
the  parts  may  bear,  very  careful  lying  upon  the  sacrum,  so  that  the 
not  to  lacerate  the  womb  or  vagi-  arms  and  head  may  be  easily  got 
na, — remembering    that    at    this  away. 

moment  a  thrust  of  the  hand  is  The  legs  brought  down  in  this 
contusion,  laceration,  destruction,  manner,  the  head  and  shoulders 
death.  The  third  stage  of  the  must  be  extricated,  a  part  of  the 
operation  completed  in  this  man-  operation  which  may  require  do- 
ner, and  the  hand  approximating  lay,  as  the  intromission  of  the 
to  the  feet,  in  general  the  arm  hand,  of  small  compass,  may  have 
lies  in  a  line  stretching  from  the  been  accomplished  with  facility 
umbilicus  to  the  coccyx,  the  bend  and  safety,  although  the  parts  are 
of  the  elbow  approaching  the  key  too  rigid  to  give  passage  to  the 
of  the  pubic  arch,  the  hand  lodg-  head  and  shoulders,  more  espe- 
ing  in  the  top  of  the  uterus,  and  cially  if  bulky.  Before  the  head 
the  brawn  of  the  arm  taking  its  and  shoulders  are  abstracted, 
place  in  the  cervix  uteri  and  va-  therefore,    examine    the    softer 
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passages,  and  if  they  are  lax 
enough  to  transmit  the  child  with- 
out injury  to  either,  let  this  part 
of  the  labor  be  completed  imme- 
diately ;  but  if  there  is  a  rigidity 
of  the  vagina,  or  a  partial  closure 
of  the  OS  uteri,  so  that  immediate 
delivery  becomes  obnoxious  to 
contusions,  fractures,  or  lacera- 
tions ;  you  must  wait.  While  the 
chord  pulsates,  the  foetus  is  in  no 
danger  ;  if  the  beat  of  the  chord 
languish,  danger  may  be  appre- 
hended. Remember,  however, 
that  the  safety  of  the  mother  is 
paramount, — come  what  may,  her 
person  is  to  be  preserved  unhurt ; 
this- is  a  pre-eminent  maxim  of 
British  midwifery  ;  and  if  this  re- 
quire that  the  delivery  i)e  pro- 
crastinated, however  fatally  to 
the  foetus,  the  birth  must  be  sus- 
pended. In  our  own  families,  the 
life  of  the  child  would  never  be 
put  into  competition  with  that  of 
the  mother  ;  nor  can  we  err  here 
in  adhering  to  the  maxim,  equally 
admired  by  the  saint  and  the  phi- 
losopher, to  be  found  alike  in  the 
writings  of  Confucius,  and  in  re- 
cords more  venerable  : — What- 
ever ye  would  that  men  should  do 
unto  you  ;  that  do  ye  unto  them. 

The  grand  eri-or  to  which  you 
are  obnoxious,  the  error  against 
which  you  have  been  cautioned 
so  often  on  other  occasions,  is, 
the  use  of  too  much  force, — arte, 
non  vi  ;  ferocious,  atrocious  vio- 
lence, is  to  be  exploded  from  mid- 
wifery. Contusions,  inflamma- 
tions, lacerations,  fractures,  de- 
capitations,— these  are  the  tre- 
mendous consequences  resultinsr 
from  this  error,  consequences  at 
once  fatal  to  the  mother  and  child. 
Will  you  offer  up  their  blood  to 
Moloch  ?  that  gory  Moloch,  ob- 
stetric violence  ?  Laceration  of 
the  womb,  laceration  of  the  vagi- 


na, extensive  laceration  of  the 
perinaeum, — one  or  other  of  these 
with  certainty  occurring  if  you 
operate  rudely,  and  now  and  then 
perhaps  when  turning  is  perform- 
ed with  nicest  care.  Those  make 
a  mock  of  turning  who  have  never 
seen  its  dangers  ;  it  is  at  best  a 
fearful  operation. 

Of  more  difficult  Turning. — 
Though  always  more  or  less  dan- 
gerous, the  operation  of  turning 
may  often  be  accomplished  easily 
enough,  provided  it  be  performed 
sulRciently  early,  and  circum- 
stances conduce.  Hence  you  will 
sometimes  hear  your  obstetric 
acquaintance  triumphantly  ex- 
claiming, "  for  my  part,  I  always 
turn  without  any  difficulty," — a 
declaration,  by  the  way,  which 
evinces  not  their  superior  skill 
but  their  small  experience  in  the 
nicer  and  more  dangerous  parts  of 
practice.  In  consultation  espe- 
cially, we  sometimes  meet  with 
cases  of  turning, — embarrassed  at 
once  with  difficulties  and  dangers; 
the  body  of  the  uterus  is  constrict- 
ed about  the  foetus  ;  the  mouth 
and  cervix  are  more  or  less  firm- 
ly contracted  around  the  present- 
ing part  ;  the  passages  are  swell- 
ed, inflamed,  and  dreadfully  irri- 
table ;  the  patient,  wearied  with 
exertion,  and  desperate  through 
suffering,  cannot  be  persuaded  to 
lie  at  rest  upon  the  bed  ;  and  thus, 
sometimes,  though  rarely,  a  case 
is  created  which  might  try  the 
nerves  and  the  muscles  of  even 
those  minions  of  obstetric  fortune, 
to  whose  superlative  skill  all  dif- 
ficulties give  way. 

In  cases  of  turning,  dangerous 
and  difficult,  you  will  sometimes 
find  the  patient  in  a  state  of  ex- 
citement, and  at  others  collapsed 
from  extensive  laceration  or  con- 
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tusion,  not  always  recollected  by 
your  predecessor  when  giving  an 
account  of  the  previous  occur- 
rences. Before,  therefore,  you 
turn,  examine  carefully  the  gene- 
ral condition  of  the  patient  ;  look 
at  the  countenance  ;  investigate 
the  pulse  ;  consider  the  pains  ; — 
if  the  pains  are  ceasing,  if  the 
pulse  is  140,  if  death  is  in  the 
face, — a  strong  expression,  which 
you  may  hereafter  understand; — 
from  one  cause  or  another,  ex- 
tensive and  fatal  injury  has  been 
inflicted,  and  your  prognosis  must 
be  given  accordingly  ;  but  if  the 
countenance  though  flushed  is  ani- 
mated ;  if  the  pulse  firm  and 
round  remains  about  120  in  the 
minute  ;  if  the  efl'orts  of  the  ute- 
rus are  repeated  and  violent  ; — 
the  energies  are  still  unbroken, 
and  much  may  yet  be  accom- 
plished. 

(To  be  continued.) 


II. 

From  the  London  Med.  Gazette. 

Experiments  and  Observations,  in- 
tended to  explain  the  Mode  in 
which  Death  is  produced  by  Light- 
ning. 

By  B.  C.  Brodie,  P\R.S.  and  Sur- 
geon to  St.  George's  Hospital.* 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
operation  of  an  electric  shock  on 
the  animal  body  will  be  the  same 
in  all  cases.  It  is  more  probable 
that  it  expends  its  influence  some- 
times on  one  part,  sometimes  on 
another,  and  that  the  efl'ects  pro- 
duced by  it  will  vary  accordingly. 
A  boy  was  admitted  into  St. 
George's  hospital  under  the  fol- 
lowing circumstances.  He  had 
several   superficial   sores   on   his 

*  Extracted  from  Notes  of  Lectures  de- 
livered in  the  Theatre  of  the  Royal  Col- 
leg*  of  SurgeoMi  in  the  year  1821. 


abdomen  and  lower  limbs,  and  he 
gave  the  following  account  of  their 
origin.  In  the  month  of  July,  dur- 
ing a  thunder-storm,  he  was  sit- 
ting with  several  other  persons 
under  a  hovel  covered  with  thatch. 
A  flash  of  lightning  struck  the  ho- 
vel, and  set  fire  to  the  thatch  : 
the  boy,  and  a  woman  who  was  of 
the  party,  fell  senseless.  The 
woman  was  instantaneonsly  de- 
prived of  life  ;  but  the  boy  reco- 
vered his  sensibility  after  the 
lapse  of  a  ^(i\\  minutes.  He  had 
been  dra\vn  out  of  the  hovel  be- 
fore be  could  feel  any  efi'ects  from 
the  burning  thatch,  and  his  clothes 
were  uninjuied  :  but  shortly  after- 
wards large  vesications  look  place 
about  the  pubes  and  thighs,  pre- 
cisely resembling  those  which 
arise  from  a  scald  ;  and  they  ter- 
minated in  a  similar  manner,  that 
is,  in  producing  ulcerations.  It  is 
evident  that,  in  this  case,  the 
electricity  must  have  acted  chief- 
ly on  the  surface  of  the  body.  A 
corresponding  case  is  recorded  in 
the  sixty-sixth  volume  of  the  Phi- 
losophical Transactions.  A  bul- 
lock, which  was  pyed  white  and 
red,  was  exposed  to  a  violent  thun- 
der-storm. A  stroke  of  lightning 
consumed  the  white,  but  left  the 
red  hairs.  In  another  volume  of 
the  Philosophical  Transactions  is 
the  history  of  a  man  who  was  in- 
stantaneously destroyed  by  light- 
ning, which  made  a  wound  in  his 
neck,  and  burned  the  surface  of 
the  body,  so  that  the  integuments 
resembled  scorched  leather. 

But  a  stroke  of  lightning  may 
also  occasion  death  without  injur- 
ing (as  far  as  we  are  capable  of 
perceiving)  the  organization  of 
any  part  of  the  body.  Wishing  to 
determine  in  what  manner  the 
electric  influence  operates  on 
these  occasions,  I  instituted  the 
following  experiment.      An  elec- 
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trie    battery    of    six    jars  being  the  action  of  the  heart.      Death 

charged     with     electricity,     the  took  place  precisely  in   the  same 

shock  was  made  to  pass   through  manner  as  from  a  severe  injury  of 

a  Guinea-pig,  in   the   longitudinal  the    head,    and    the    animal    died 

direction,  from  the  head   to  the  manifestly  from  the  destruction  of 

tail.       The    animal    immediately  the  functions  of  the  brain.    There 

fell  on  one   side,   as    if  stunned,  can  be  no  doubt  that   if  the  lungs 

There  were  convulsive  actions  of  had  been  regularly    inflated,    the 

the   muscles  of  the   extremities,  action  of  the   heart   would   have 

which  however  presently  ceased,  been  maintained  ;  and  very  proba- 

The    function   of  respiration  was  biy  in  this,  as   in  many   other   in- 

not  interrupted.      In   a   few  min-  stances  \vhere  the  cause  of  death 

utes  sensibility  was  restored,  and  o[)erates  especially  on  the  brain, 

the  animal  recovered.   ,  by  persevering   in   the  process  of 

In  this   expeiiment  there  were  arlificial    respiration    the    animal 

no  marks  of  derangement   of  the  would  have  been  restored  to  life, 

vital  functions,   with   the   excep-  In    a    third   experiment    there 

tion  of  those  of  the  brain  :  and  the  were  corresponding    results,    al- 

animal  suffered,   as   he   might  be  though  death  was   not   the  irame- 

expected   to  suffer,  from  concus-  diate  consequence  of  the  injury, 

sion  of  the  brain.  The  animal  lay  on  one  side  :    the 

An  electric  battery  of  nine  jars  heart    was    distinguished    acting 

being   charged    with    electricity,  through  the  ribs,  and  he  continued 

the  shock  was  discharged  through  to  respire  :  he  was  totally  insensi- 

another  Guinea-pig,  in  the   direc-  ble,  except  when  roused,  and  then 

tion   flora   the  head   to   the    tail,  he  gave   some  imperfect  signs  of 

Immediately   the    animal   fell   on  sensibility,  like  a  person  suffering 

one  side.       There    were  convul-  from    concussion    of    the  '  brain, 

sive  actions  of  the  muscles  of  the  There  were  occasional  convulsive 

limbs,  but    it  uttered  no  sound  :  actions  of  the  voluntary  muscles, 

and  although  closely  watched,  it  In  the   evening,    live  hours  after 

was  not  observed  that  he  breathed  the  experiment  was  made,  he  was 

once   after  he  had   received  the  still  in  the  same  condition,  but  on 

shock.  Three  minutes  afteiwards  the    following    morning    he    was 

I  opened  the  chest,  and  found  the  found  dead  and  stiff, 

heart  acting  with   regularity  and  It  has  been  stated,  on   no   less 

vigor,  about  eighty  times  in  a  mi-  an  authority  than  that  of  Mr.  Huu- 

nutes,  and  circulating  dark-color^  ter,    that   in   a    person   killed    by 

ed  venous  blond.     The  peristaltic  lightning  there  is  an  instantaneous 

motion  of  the  intestines  also  con-  and  complete  destruction  of  the 

tinued.     On  dissection,  no  preter-  vital   principle    in   every  part   of 

natural    appearances     i)resented  the    animal    machine  :    that    the 

themselves  in  any  |)artof  the  body,  muscles  are  relaxed,   and  incapa- 

and  ihe  muscles  contracted  readi-  ble  of  contraction  ;  that  the  limbs 

ly  when  submitted  to  the  influence  do  not  become  stiffened   as  after 

of  a  voltaic  battery.  ordinary  death,  and  that  the  body 

In  this   experiment   it  was  evi-  immediately  begins  to  undergo  the 

dent  that  the  electric   shock  did  changes   which   are   the  result  of 

not  destroy  the  irritability  of  the  putrefaction.      That  lightning  ne- 

muscular  fibre,  nor  did  it  affect  ver  produces  such  phenomena  as 
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these  I  am  not  prepared  to  assert; 
but  in  the  experiments  which  I 
have  just  described,  such  an  in- 
stantaneous extinction  of  vitality 
certainly  did  noi  take  place.  It 
is  manifest  that  the  functions  of 
the  brain  were  those  on  which  the 
electric  shock  exercised  its  prin- 
cipal influence,  and  that  the  sus- 
pension of  those  functions  was  the 
immediate  cause  of  death. 

Now  let  us  compare  the  results 
of  these  experiments  with  what 
takes  place  in  human  beings  who 
have  been  struck  by  lightning,  and 
who  have  afterwards  recovered. 

One  person*  (as  we  ai'e  inform- 
ed) felt  an  impulse  on  one  side  of 
his  head,  and  his  sense  of  hearing 
was  impaired  afterwards.  Ano- 
ther personf  felt  as  if  stupified, 
and  forced  to  the  ground  he  knew 
not  how.  A  third  individual^  is 
described  to  have  been  rendered 
instantly  insensible  ;  the  pulse  be- 
ing strong,  though  irregular.  In 
eight  minutes  he  began  to  move 
his  shoulders  ;  and  in  four  minutes 
more  he  articulated  some  incohe- 
rent words  ;  but  an  hour  and  a  half 
elapsed  before  he  had  entirely  re- 
covered his  senses.  This  patient 
appears  to  have  been  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Struve,  a  German 
physician,  who  published  a  trea- 
tise on  the  art  of  restoring  sus- 
pended animation.  He  was  bathed 
in  cold  water,  and  then  covered 
over  with  earth,  which  was  laid 
upon  him  six  inches  in  thickness  ; 
vinegar  was  poured  down  his 
throat,  and  the  powers  of  his  con- 
stitution enabled  him  to  recover, 
indespiteof  the  doctor's  remedies. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  facts 
which  I  have  been  able  to  collect 
relating  to  this  subject  lead  to  this 


conclusion,  that  the  influence  of 
lightning,  or  of  a  powerful  shock 
of  electricity,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  is  expended  chiefly  in  dis- 
tuibing,  or  destroying,  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain  :  and  the  treat- 
ment necessary  to  counteract  the 
eff'ects  of  the  injury  may  be  com- 
prised in  a  few  words. 

Expose  the  body  to  a  moderate 
warmth,  so  as  to  prevent  the  loss 
of  animal  heat,  to  which  it  is  al- 
ways liable  where  the  functions 
of  the  brain  are  suspended,  or 
impaired  ;  and  inflate  the  lungs  by 
means  of  a  pair  of  bellows,  so  as 
to  imitate  natural  inspiration  as 
nearly  as  possible,  whenever  the 
animal  breathes  with  labor  or  dif- 
ficulty, or  when  he  has  ceased  to 
breathe  altogether  by  his  own 
etforts. 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGX 
JOURNALS. 

Report  made  to  the  Faxulty  of  J\Ie- 
dicine^  in  the  name  of  a  Commis- 
sion^ by  JSI.  Dupuytren,,  on  a 
case  lohere  violence  loas  supposed 
to  have  been  committed  on  an  In- 
fant of  fourteen  or  fifteen  months 
old.* 

The  Prefect  of  the  Police  de- 
manded, on  the  19th  of  Dec.  1827, 
the  opinion  of  the  Faculty  of  Me- 
dicine on  this  point,  viz.,  whether 
a  female  infant,  between  the  age 
of  14  or  15  months,  could  possibly 
be  violated  ;  and  the  prefect  de- 
sired particularly  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  faculty  on  the  fol- 
lowing   facts,    attested    by     Dr. 

G -,  "That  the  hymen  of  the 

infant  was  ruptured,  and  that  the 


*  Philosophical   Transactions,   volume         *  The  Commission  consisted  of  MM.  le 
xxxiv.  t  Ibid.  Roux,  Dubois,  Desormeaux,  and  Dupuy- 

X  Struve  on  Suspended  Animation.  treu. 
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rupture  appeared  to  be  of  recent    in  the  certificate  of  Dr.  G- 


occurrence."  it  is  apparent — 1st,  that   rupture 

We  will  not  stop  to  inquire  how  of  the  iiymen  may  be  produced  by 
far  such  a  crime  is  probable,  or  a  great  number  of  ilitferent  causes; 
whether  the  act  conld  beconsum-  2ndly,  that  it  is  impossible,  whe- 
mated  in  an  infant  not  fifteen  ther  the  rupture  be  of  recent  or 
months  old  ;  our  object  is  to  de-  an  old  occurrence,  to  determine 
cide,  whether  the  organs  of  gene-  by  what  cause  it  has  been  effect- 
ration  in  the  child  presented  any  ed.  The  inflammation  of  the 
marks  of  violence  committed  on  greater  and  lesser  labia  being  a 
them.  consequence   of  all    inflammation 

Dr.  G aflirms  that  the  hy-  of  the  external  j^arts  of  genera- 
men  was  torn,  that  its  rupture  tion,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  proof 
was  recent,  and  that  the  greater  of  violence.  3dly,  ecchymgsis  is 
and  lesser  labia  appeared  inflamed,  a  frequent  result  of  inflammation 
The  certificate  of  the  physician  of  vascular  tissues,  as  it  is  of  in- 
contains  no  other  fact  ;  the  decla-  flammalion  of  the  labia.  4thly, 
ration  of  M.  N.,  surgeon-accouch-  that  it  is  the  same  of  all  the 
eur,  contains  still  less  ;  conse-  other  symptoms  of  catarrhal  in- 
quently,  the  faculty  must  decide,  flammation  of  these  parts  ;  the 
whether  a  rupture  of  the  hymen,  symptoms  neither  indicate  the 
which  appears  recent,  and  which  nature  of  the  complaint,  nor  the 
appears  accompanied  by  inflamma-  cause  which  has  produced  them  ; 
tion  of  the  outer  and  inner  labia,  as,  for  instance,  a  greenish  or 
is  a  proof  of  violence  committed  bloody  inflammation  indicates  ra- 
on  these  parts.  ther  the   degree   of  inflammation 

In  cold  and  damp  seasons,  when  than  the  cause  of  it  ;   ecchymosis 

catarrhal    alTections  prevail,    we  of  the  external  part  of  generation 

are  constantly  consulted  on  child-  shows  the  intensity  of  this  inflam- 

ren  who  have  puriform,  and  some-  mation,    as   well    as   an    external 

times    even    a    bloody  discharge,  violence,  and  the  dilatation  of  the 

from  the  vagina,   accompanied  by  orifice  of  the   vagina    may  be   an 

swelling    and    ecchymosis  of  the  effect    of   the    relaxation    of  the 

labia,  solution  of  continuity  of  the  parts,  as   well    as   that  of  an  at- 

hymen,  fever  and  other  symptoms,  tempt  to  introduce  a  foreign  body 

which  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  into  this  canal, 

enumerate.      We    njay   say,  that  We  do  not  of  course   mean  to 

many  of  the   cliildren   brought  to  assert,  that  the  symptoms  related 

us   for   advire,  presented  ap[)ear-    by  Dr.  G ,  and  those  which  he 

ancesas  if  violence  had  i)een  used,  has  omitted  to  relate,  may  not  al- 

but  most  of  them  being  still  at  the  so  arise  from  external  violence  ; 

mothers'  breast,  and   seldom   out  but  great  care  must  be  exercised 

of  their  sight,  were  not  exposed  in  all  cases  of  this  nature,  as  well 

to  such  a   cause  ;    moreover,  the  as  others,   which  are  brought   un- 

same   alfection   attacking  several  der  judicial   notice,   in  forming  a 

at  the   same   time,  showed   that  conclusion  as  to  the  cause  of  the 

there  must  be  some  general  cause  appearances  submitted  to  our  opi- 

giving  rise  to  it.  nion,  and  more  particularly  when 

If  we  examine  separately  the  those  appearances  may  be  pro- 
value  of  each  of  the  facts  related  duced  by  very  diff'erent  causes. 
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With  these  feelings,  we  judged  it 
advisable  in  the  ease  of  this  infant, 
on  which  the  faculty  consulted  us, 
to  state  that  it  was  affected  with 
catarrh  of  the  parts  of  generation, 
without  advancing  an  oiiinion  as  to 
the  cause  of  that  catarrh. 

N.  B.  This  report  was  approv- 
ed of,  and  the  conclusions  adopted 
hy  the  faculty. 

Loss  uf  Brain  followed  by  the  in- 
crease of  Mind. 

Mr.  W.  Jones,  of  Lutterworth, 
relates  a  case  of  fracture  of  the 
skull,  exceedingly  interesting  in  a 
morr.l  as  well  as  a  surgical  point  of 
view  ;  the  patient,  accoiding  to 
Mr.  Jones's  stalenient,  becoming 
•'  much  cleverer"  than  he  was  be- 
fore the  accident. 

He  was  a  lad  17  years  of  age, 
and  the  accident  occurred  from 
the  wheel  of  a  wagon  having  pass- 
ed over  the  head.  The  right  parie- 
tal and  temporal  bones  were  much 
frac-tured,  the  integuments  great- 
ly torn,  and  part  of  the  substance 
of  the  brain  forced  out.  There 
weie  all  the  symptoms  of  com- 
pression, which  ceased  on  the  re- 
moval of  several  portions  of  bone 
by  means  of  the  elevator  :  five  or 
six  pieces  had  been  driven  into 
the  substance  of  the  brain.  Un- 
der strict  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment, the  lad  entirely  recovered, 
and  Mr.  Jones,  remarks,  that  he 
"  had  lost  sight  of  him"  for  five  or 
six  years,  when  he  accidentally 
met  the  mother,  who  informed 
Mr.  Jones,  that,  previously  to  his 
taking  out  a  part  of  her  son's 
brains,  the  lad  was  never  free 
from  headach,  and  that  he  was  so 
stupid,  he  could  scarcely  recol- 
lect any  thing  ;  but  that  since  the 
operation  he  had  been  entirely 
free  from  headach,  and  had  be- 
come "  as  sharp  as  a  briar  .'" 


It  would  seem  from  this  case, 
that  a  redundancy  of  brain  is 
equally  unfavorable  to  the  deve- 
loj)ment  of  mental  manifestations 
as  a  lack  of  it.  We  almost  fear, 
that  in  making  this  case  public, 
some  numskull,  fancying  he  has  a 
superfluity  of  cerebral  substance, 
may  be  induced  to  try  the  expe- 
riment of  crushing  his  cranium. 

Apparent  Death. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Aca- 
demic Royale  de  Medecine,  M. 
Bourgeois  related  a  case  of  appa- 
rent death,  which  happened  in  a 
woman  immediately  after  labor, 
and  also  in  the  infant.  The  for- 
mer was  in  a  state  of  syncope  af- 
ter uterine  ha3morrhage.  The 
child  presented  all  the  appear- 
ances of  congenital  asphyxia.  The 
woman  was  26  years  of  age,  and 
had  been  in  labor,  with  her  first 
child,  about  twenty-four  hours. 
Every  thing  was  going  on  very 
favorably,  when,  from  some  sud- 
den vexation  she  experienced,  the 
pains  diminished,  and  symptoms  of 
internal  hosmorrhage  occurred. 
She  was  soon  delivered  of  a  child, 
\vhich  was  apparently  dead.  She 
had  now  frequent  attacks  of  syn- 
cope, during  one  of  which  she  was 
convulsed,  and  appeared  to 
breathe  her  last.  Such  was  the 
state  of  the  case  when  M.  B.  ar- 
rived. Although,  however,  he  was 
assured  that  the  mother  was  dead, 
and  from  all  appearances  he  be- 
lieved it  was  the  fact,  he  proceed- 
ed to  introduce  his  finger  into  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  through  a 
firm  clot  which  filled  the  vagina. 
He  stimulated  the  internal  surface 
of  the  uterus,  whilst  he  desired 
friction  to  be  actively  employed 
over  the  whole  body.  Stimulat- 
ing odors  were  also  applied  to  the 
nostrils,  and  cataplasms  of  vinegar, 
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and  water  nearly  boiling,  to  dif-  the  average  was  thirty-eight  years 

ferent  parts  of  the  body.     In  the  and  ten  months. — Bibliolh.  Univer. 

course  of  fifteen  minutes,  a  slight  „  i    r  ,i     e*        •  «  c^  t^«^^^i„ 

,  ,.  '    .      f.  Removal  of  the  Superior  Ji,xtremiiu 

muscular  motion  was  perceived  in  j    ,       ,/'      „^„ 

the  abdomen,  which  was  the  first  -^ 

indication  of  uterine  contraction.  A  man  had  been  wounded  by 
Large  clots  were  quickly  expel-  two  balls,  one  of  which  had  enter- 
led,  and  the  powers  of  life  were  ed  the  upper  part  of  the  shoulder, 
evidently  returning.  The  patient  had  carried  away  the  edge  of  the 
was  now  attacked  with  a  paroxysm  acromion,  broken  the  head  of  the 
of  convulsions  resembling  epilep-  humerus,  and  a  portion  of  the  body 
sy.  The  functions  of  the  various  of  the  bone,  and  had  made  its  exit 
organs  gradually  returned,  but  through  the  deltoid  muscle.  The 
still  she  remained  for  some  time  pectoralis  major  was  much  lace- 
perfectly  insensible.  During  the  rated.  The  other  shot  entered 
whole  of  this  time,  the  infant  had  the  posterior  part  of  the  shoulder, 
remained  near  a  fire,  wrapped  in  and  passed  out  beneath  the  infe- 
linen,  and  considered  to  be  dead,  rior  angle  of  the  scapula  without 
By  inflating  the  lungs,  and  stimu-  injuring  the  bone, 
lating  the  surface  of  the  body,  it  M.  Reynaud,  naval  surgeon  at 
was  at  length  restored.  M.  Bour-  Toulon,  performed  the  following 
geois  cautions  practitioners  from  operation.  He  formed  a  commu- 
too  hastily  presuming  that  the  vi-  nication  between  the  two  open- 
tal  spark  is  entirely  extinct,  after  ings  of  the  anterior  wounds,  by  an 
severe  haemorrhage.  Patients  incision  extended  nearly  to  the 
may  lie  for  a  considerable  time  in  insertion  of  the  deltoid.  He  made 
a  state  of  syncope,  and  yet  be  a  free  opening  into  the  capsule  ; 
recoverable  if  proper  means  are  divided  the  tendons  of  the  sub- 
employed.  The  case  would  cer-  scapular,  biceps,  supra,  and  infra 
tainly  have  afforded  a  fair  oppor-  spinalis,  and  teres  minor  niuscles; 
tunity  of  trying  the  transfusion  of  removed  the  splinters  of  bone, 
blood  into  the  veins,  as  it  has  lat-  and  carried  the  superior  extremi- 
terly  been  j)ractised  in  this  coun-  ty  of  the  humerus  upwards  and 
try.  inwards.  A  card  was  introduced 
™  ,,  ^  ,,  ,.  between  the  bone  and  the  soft 
Tables  of  Mortality.  ^^^^^^  .   ^^^j   ^,^g  humerus  was  di- 

M.  Odier  has  been  lately  en-  vided  with  a  saw,  a  little  above 
gaged  in  investigations  on  the  ave-  the  cervix.  In  three  months  the 
rage  duration  of  life  in  Geneva,  wound  healed.  The  extremity 
all  of  which  show  a  gradual  ex-  of  the  humerus  was  about  fifteen 
tension  of  the  period.  The  in-  lines  distant  from  the  glenoid  ca- 
quiries  of  M.  Odier  go  as  far  back  vity,  but  gradually  the  contraction 
as  1580,  and  may  be  fully  relied  of  the  surrounding  muscles  drew 
on.  From  1560  to  1600,  the  it  to  the  coracoid  process,  whe/e 
averasie  duration  of  life  was  eigh-  it  formed  adhesions.  In  the  course 
teen  years  and  five  months  ;  from  of  eight  or  nine  months  a  new  ar- 
1600  to  1700,  it  was  twenty-three  ticulation  was  formed  at  this  part, 
years  and  four  months  ;  from  this  and  the  patient  can  at  present  ex- 
time,  the  period  became  gradual-  ecute  the  motion  of  the  arm  in 
ly  longer;  and,  from  1815  to  183G,  every  direction. — JJrchives  Gen. 
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•Apoplexy  cured  by  the  actual  cau- 
tery. 

T.  Romanoff,  20  years  of  age,  mu- 
sician in  the  Russian  artillery,  af- 
ter having  played  for  several  hours 
on  a  wind  instrument, was  attacked 
with  a  general  sensation  of  cold- 
ness, and  excessive  debility.  He 
was  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  re- 
mained for  two  days  in  the  same 
state.  He  was  rather  feverish  ; 
was  sleepless,  and  had  some  diffi- 
culty of  breathing.  He  appeared 
much  better  in  a  day  or  two  after, 
when  he  was  unexpectedly  struck 
with  apoplexy.  His  respiration 
was  stertorous,  and  the  ensemble 
of  the  symptoms  proved  the  seve- 
rity of  the  attack.  He  was  im- 
mediately bled,  and  snow  frictions 
applied  to  the  head,  the  temples, 
and  neck.  Every  three  hours  an 
encQia  of  vinegar  was  administer- 
ed. He  remained,  however,  in 
the  same  state,  and  the  use  of  the 
actual  cautery  was  determined 
upon.  A  copper  coin  was  made  of 
a  white  heat,  and  suddenly  appli- 
ed between  the  shoulders,  near 
the  first  dorsal  vertebra.  The 
sensibility  of  the  patient  was  im- 
mediately roused.  Ammoniacal 
salts,  and  other  irritants,  were 
applied  to  the  nostrils,  and  caus- 
ed him  to  start.  For  the  first 
time  a  motion  was  observed  in  the 
eye-lids.  The  feet  were  covered 
with  sinapisms,  and  very  hot  balls 
were  placed  in  the  hands,  and  in 
contact  with  the  hips.  The  ex- 
ternal senses  revived,  and  the 
extremities  regained  their  natural 
heat :  the  pulse  was  80.  Six 
ounces  of  blood  were  now  taken 
from  a  vein  in  the  foot.  Roma- 
noir  opened  his  eyes,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours  he  had  quite 
recovered  his  health.  The  next 
day  he  could  walk  with  a  little 
support.     He  was  shortly  dismiss- 


ed from  the  hospital,  well  in  eve- 
ry respect. — Voitnno-Med.Journ. 

Syphilis  Communicated  by  Leeches. 
In  a  journal  entitled  Westphae- 
lischer  Jluzeiger.,  a  physician  re- 
lates a  case  in  which  leeches, 
used  at  first  on  a  person  affected 
with  syphilis,  and  again  employed 
on  a  child,  communicated  the  dis- 
ease to  it.  It  is,  therefore,  ne- 
cessary to  know,  when  leeches 
are  employed  a  second  time,  on 
whom  they  have  been  previously 
applied. — Medical  Gazette. 

Sulphuric  Acid  detected  in  the 
Foetus. 

A  woman,  at  the  last  period  of 
pregnancy,  poisoned  herself  with 
concentrated  sulphuric  acid.  She 
kept  it  secret  until  the  moment  of 
her  death.  The  last  efforts  of  na- 
ture were  exerted  to  give  birth  to  the 
child.  Upon  examination  of  the 
body  of  the  infant,  sulphuric  acid 
was  detected  in  the  cavity  of  the 
pleura  and  peritoneum,  and  also  in 
the  heart  and  bladder.  Its  presence 
was  also  ascertained  in  the  liquor 
amnii. — lb. 

On  Transverse  Fractures  of  the 
Sternum  occurring  during  Labor. 
Fracture  of  the  sternum  from  muscu- 
lar action  only,  is  an  accident  of  very 
rare  occurrence,  and  can  only  take 
place,  we  should  imagine,  when  the 
sterno-mastoid  and  recti  abdominis 
muscles  are  both  put  in  powerful  ac- 
tion at  the  same  time,  and  the  por- 
tions of  the  sternum  are  not  very 
firmly  united.  Two  cases  of  this 
kind  occurred  in  the  practice  of  M. 
Chaussier,  physician  of  the  Maison 
d'Accouchement  at  Paris  ;  the  acci- 
dent in  each  case  took  place  during 
labor,  and  was  followed  by  the  death 
of  the  patients. — lb. 

Expidsion  of  the  Placenta,  four 

months  after  Delivery. 
A  woman  was  delivered  in  January 
of  a  dead  child,  in  which  putrefaction 
had  commenced  in  different  parts  of 
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the  body.  The  midwife  made  many 
useless  efforts  lo  extract  the  placenta  ; 
she  pulled  so  hard,  indeed,  by  the 
funis,  as  to  break  it  off.  The  pla- 
centa still  remained  in  the  uterus. 
The  cervix  uteri  closed,  and  neither 
uterine  pains  nor  any  discharge  indi- 
cated the  probability  of  the  expulsion 
of  the  after-birth.  The  woman  en- 
joyed a  perfect  state  of  health  till  the 
following  JMay.  Slight  pains,  and  a 
sanguineous  discharge,  then  appear- 
ed. These  symptoms  lasted  but  a 
short  time,  and  again  returned.  They 
were  now  more  severe,  and  were 
followed  by  the  expulsion  of  the  pla- 
centa, the  presence  of  which  in  the 
uterus,  during  so  long  a  period,  had 
been  productive  of  no  inconvenience. 

lb. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  15,  1828. 

A  NEW  preparation  of  senna  has 
been  introduced  into  use  in  London, 
which  seems  to  present  some  advan- 
tages over  those  commonly  employ- 
ed. It  is  described  in  the  following 
letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  London 
Medical  Gazette.  We  solicit  the 
attention  of  physicians  and  apotheca- 
ries to  the  subject. 

Sir, 

About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  there 
was  invented  by  iMr.  James  Bass, 
chemist,  of  New  Bond  Street,  a  pre- 
paration called  "  Essence  of  Senna," 
in  which,  by  a  process  of  his  own 
contriving,  the  medical  powers  of 
senna  are  so  concentrated  that  one 
fluid  drachin,  added  to  seven  drachms 
of  water,  equals  in  strength  one  ounce 
of  the  compound  infusion  of  senna  of 
the  London  pharmHco[joeia. 

The  advantages  which  this  essence 
of  senna  possesses  over  the  infusion 
are,  I  think,  very  considerable  :  first, 
it  is  always  ready  for  use,  whereas 
the  infusion  cannot  be  properly  pre- 
pared under  one  hour ;  secondly,  it 
will  keep  any  len;.-^!!]  of  time,  (from 
containing  a  quantity  of  spirit)  while 


the  infusion  is  quickly  spoiled  by 
fermenting  ;  thirdly,  it  may  be  used 
without  waste,  while  making  the  in- 
fusion is  attended  with  considerable 
waste,  owing  to  the  portion  of  it 
which  is  unavoidably  absorbed  by  the 
leaves.  As  the  essence  also  com- 
prises the  strength  of  the  infusion  of 
senna  in  one  eighth  of  its  bulk,  it  can 
be  readily  added  to  any  prescription 
where  a  laxative  is  wanted. 

From  my  own  experience,  and 
that  of  several  of  my  medical  friends, 
I  can  vouch  for  the  certain,  and  uni- 
form, cathartic  powers  of  this  prepa- 
ration ;  and  I  may  also  notice,  that  I 
have  never  found  it  to  occasion  grip- 
ing. 

Should  you.  Sir,  consider  this  com- 
munication  worthy  of  insertion  in  the 
Medical  Gazette,  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  see  the  attention  of  the  profession 
drawn,  through  so  honorable  a  chan- 
nel, to  a  preparation  that  I  feel  con- 
vinced will  be  found  to  possess  seve- 
ral important  advantages. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Baker,  M.D. 

London,  April,  1828. 


A  reply  from  Dr.  Robbins  to  the 
remarks  of  Dr.  Hay  ward  will  appear 
in  the  next  number. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OF     DEATHS   IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  July  4,  at  noon. 


June  28. 

James  E.  Cowse, 

4  mo. 

29. 

Ellen  Matthewson, 

7  yrs 

Deborah  VVentworth, 

56 

30. 

Robert  Graham, 

29 

Maitha  Richardson, 

64 

July  1. 

Joseph  E.  Cowse, 

4  mo 

Sally  Grant, 

29  vrs. 

2. 

Peter  Kelley, 

36 

Caroline  S.  Austin, 

2 

Mary  Trull, 

49      ' 

Ehza  Marshall, 

52 

4. 

Ruth  Bell, 

24 

John  Whitney, 

43 

James  B.  King, 

12  mo 

Convulsions,  1 — consumption,  6 — dropsy,  1 
— dropsy  in  the  head,  2 — infantile,  2 — intem- 
perance, 2.  Males,6--females,  8.  Stillborn, 
2.     Total,  16. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 

PHY. 
rrimS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
JL  BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
I.ORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
era  Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
*zc.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following-  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

'•■  Thou  shall  lie  down 
With  patriachsof  the  infant  vvarld — with  kings. 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good. 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  y.ils— Price  $5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Win- 
ter  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  amon^  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries^  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elalerium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext,  Hops,  &c.  kc. 

C.  VV.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  tlieir  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  tlie  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 


ABERNETHY'S  LECTURES. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.,  63 
Market  St.,  have  in  the  press,  Lec- 
turet  on  Anatomy^  Surgery  and  Pathology.^ 
including  observations  on  Local  Diseases^ 


delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
By  John  Abernethy,  F.  R.  S.  These 
Lectures  contain  the  results  of  all  Mr. 
Abernethy's  experience  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  in  private  practice 
as  a  London  Siu'geon. 

Boston.  June  1,  1828. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  poor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  any  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  183,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, Szc.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,   Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  &c. 

"  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  eiTects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  b}-  Bart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, and  it  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWER  Sz  BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 

*^.*  Soda,   Rochelle   and   other    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whoni  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Prico  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  tlie  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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No.  23. 


From  the  London  Lancet. 

Dr.  Blundell  on  the   Operation  of 
Turning. 

Concluded  from  page  344. 

Further,  before  yeu  proceed  to 
the  operation  of  turning  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  you  should  prepare 
the  passages  for  the  introduction 
of  the  hand  by  relieving  them 
from  the  inflammation  and  irrita- 
bility. Sixteen  or  twenty  ounces 
of  blood,  on  an  average,  you  may 
take  away  in  this  view.  From 
80  to  100  drops  of  the  tincture  of 
opium — for  we  give  the  larger 
doses  in  those  cases — may  also 
be  administered  with  advantage  ; 
and  with  the  decoction  of  poppies 
or  warm  water,  (the  decoction  of 
poppies  being  preferable,  how- 
ever,) the  softer  parts  may  be 
soothed  ;  after  which  you  often 
find  that  the  parts  sustain  the  pas- 
sage of  the  hand,  though  previous- 
ly they  could  not  bear  a  touch. 
Before  you  engage  in  manual 
-23 


measures,  take  means  for  the  re- 
laxation of  the  womb,  its  mouth 
and  body  ;  for  from  the  constric- 
tion of  these,  the  principal  diffi- 
culty is  to  be  expected.  For  re- 
laxing the  genitals,  the  tobacco 
clyster  would,  I  have  no  doubt, 
be  found  of  all  remedies  the  most 
effectual  ;  and  much  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  its  effects  are  so 
dangerous.  Of  all  relaxants  the 
most  powerful — it  is  of  all  relax- 
ants the  most  perilous  ;  and  al- 
though I  can  readily  conceive 
certain  anomalous  cases  m  which 
its  use  might  be  justifiable,  yet  in 
the  present  condition  of  my  infor- 
mation, I  have  not  courage  to  re- 
commend it  to  your  employment, 
even  in  those  higher  difficulties 
now^  under  consideration.  In  pu- 
erperal hospitals  the  warm  bath 
might,  I  conceive,  be  used  with 
advantage,  the  patient  being  kept 
there  till  deliquium  approaches. 
From  the  excitement  of  the  bath, 
a  flooding  might  by  some  perhaps 
be  apprehended  ;  but  a  previous 
venesection   would   diminish   the 
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risk  of  this  ;  or,  should  an  eruption 
occur,  it  would  prove  rather  bene- 
ficial than  otherwise.  A  very 
effectual  'relaxant  is  the  abstrac- 
tion of  blood  from  the  arm,  say  to 
the  amount  of  20  or  30  ounces  ; 
or  rather,  in  such  quantity  as  may 
give  rise  to  deliquium.  That  the 
relaxant  has  great  power,  is  suffi- 
ciently shown  by  what  takes  place 
in  placenta  cases  ;  for  in  those 
cases  where  three  or  four  pints 
of  blood  have  been  lost,  the  hand 
may  in  general  be  carried  up  with 
perfect  ease,  the  uterus,  passive 
and  unresisting,  giving  way  before 
our  pressure.  In  a  dozen  cases 
or  more  I  have  had  occasion  to 
operate  myself,  and  never  do  I 
recollect  to  have  met  with  any 
considerable  resistance  to  the  en- 
trance of  the  uterus.  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  large  bleed- 
ing, or  ad  deliquium,  is  a  very 
rough  remedy,  nor  perhaps  wholly 
without  its  dangers  ;  one,  there- 
fore, which  becomes  justifiable 
only  when  the  emergency  is  press- 
ing. 

Though  the  wcmb  Is  an  invo- 
luntary muscle,  there  seems  to 
be  no  doubt  'hat  it  may  at  length 
relax  in  cciV  quence  of  becoming 
weari/y  so  that,  in  the  morning  of 
the  aay,  you  are  unable  to  intro- 
duce the  hand  ;  while,  in  the  eve- 
ning, perhaps,  it  enters  the  ute- 
rine cavity  with  facility.  Al- 
though, therefore,  the  first  effect 
of  delay  is  an  increase  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  operation,  the  ulti- 
mate consequence  may  be  a  ^ci- 
litation  of  it,  so  that  it  really 
seems  better  either  not  to  pro- 
crastinate at  all  before  you  turn, 
or  else  to  procrastinate  as  long  as 
may  be.  The  risk  of  spontaneous 
uterine  disruption,  and  the  pro- 
tracted pains  and  anxieties  which 
are  the  results  of  this  delay,  con- 


stitute the  principal  objections  to 
it  as  a  general  practice.  Never- 
theless, in  those  cases  in  which 
bleeding,  bathing,  and  other  re- 
medies, have  been  tried  without 
effect,  this  measure  may  b© 
thought  of;  a  measure  which  may 
recommend  itself  to  the  most  in- 
ert accoucheur,  as  it  simply  re- 
quires him  to  sit  still. 

To  relax  the  womb,  you  may 
give  opium  by  injection  or  other- 
wise, in  large  doses,  80  or  100 
drops  of  the  tincture,  for  exam- 
ple, or  a  proportionate  quantity 
of  solid  opium,  the  remedy  de- 
serving a  fair  trial.  Of  the  atro- 
pa  belladonna,  I  have  had  little 
experience.  It  is  asserted  that 
the  extract,  if  rubbed  on  the  up- 
per part  of  the  vagina,  will  relax 
the  OS  uteri :  but,  till  further  ob- 
servation, I  cannot  pledge  myself 
to  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  A 
scruple  1  myself  once  applied  to 
the  mouth  of  the  uterus  in  a  case 
of  dysmenorrhoea,  no  ill  conse- 
quences ensuing.  Beware  of  an 
overdose. 

Such,  then,  are  the  different 
expedients  to  which  you  may  have 
recourse,  in  order  to  relax  the 
uterus  before  you  attempt  the 
introduction  of  the  hand  : — the 
belladonna  ;  the  larger  doses  of 
opium  ;  the  weariness  of  the  ute- 
rus ;  the  abstraction  of  large  quan- 
tities of  blood  from  the  arm  ;  the 
warm  bath  ;  and,  most  effectual 
of  all,  though  most  unsafe,  the 
tobacco  clyster. 

Not  to  bewilder  you,  however, 
with  a  multiplicity  of  remedies, 
it  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  of 
these  remedies  there  are  two  on 
which  I  rely,  in  my  own  practice, 
and  these  two  are  the  abstraction 
of  blood,  and  the  administration  of 
opium.  Twenty  or  thirty  ounces 
of  blood  I  usually  abstract  from 
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the  arm,  giving,  too,  80  or  100 
drops  of  the  tincture  of  opiurn  ; 
and  if  that  quantity  do  not  produce 
the  desired  effect,  I  repeat  small- 
er dosesof  twenty  or  thirty  drops, 
administering  these  until  some 
indication  of  its  effect  become 
apparent,  —  intoxication,  drowsi- 
ness, or  a  diminution  of  the  ute- 
rine efforts  and  pains. 

The  woman  then  prepared  in 
this  manner,  you  proceed  to  the 
manual  part  of  the  operation,  of 
great  nicety,  requiring  a  mixture 
of  tenderness,  firmness,  and  no 
small  share  of  ambidexterity.  The 
passage  of  the  os  uteri  will  be 
the  first  difficulty  with  which  you 
have  to  contend  ;  the  hand  being 
opposed  by  the  contraction  of  the 
womb,  about  the  presentation,  and 
it  may  be  that  you  operate  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  before 
you  make  a  safe  transition  into 
the  uterine  cavity  :  for  this  be 
prepared.  Beware  of  impatience 
and  violence.  Beware  of  lacera- 
tions. Have  mercy  upon  the  pa- 
tient. Remember,  that  a  thrust 
of  the  hand  here  is  as  fatal  as  a 
thrust  of  the  bayonet.  Wounds 
more  dreadful  were  not  inflicted 
Oft  the  bloody  field  of  Waterloo. 
Wombs  and  women  are  not  to  be 
taken  by  assault.  When  the  hand 
is  carried  through  the  os  uteri, 
you  may  find  it  necessary  to  re- 
press a  little  the  presenting  part, 
— to  push  the  foetus  back  hastily 
and  extensively  is  fata!  ;  you  must 
not  even  think  of  it ;  you  will  tear 
the  vagina,  lacerate  the  uterus — 
do  both  perhaps — how  easily  too 
— but  can  you  afterwards  repair 
them  ?  To  repress  the  presenta- 
tion, however,  a  little,  an  inch, 
for  example,  so  as  to  allow  the 
fingers  to  pass,  may  be  allowable, 
because  necessary.  Even  this 
repression,    however,    is   always 


more  or  less  dangerous,  and  it  is 
best  to  atteoipt  it  when  there  is 
no  pain.  Your  hand  in  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus,  you  have  not  yet 
obtained  your  victory  ;  the  great 
difficulty  still  remains  ;  I  mean 
the  access  of  the  hand  to  the  feet 
of  the  child,  during  which  you 
have  to  contend  with  the  follow- 
ing obstructions.  When  the  womb 
is  contracted  about  the  body  of 
the  foetus — ^your  hand  is  much  in- 
commoded ;  it  becomes  numb, 
cramped,  partially  paralytic,  and 
unfit  for  service  ;  and  under  the 
pain  which  you  feel,  perhaps  drops 
of  perspiration  make  their  ap- 
pearance on  your  forehead.  Well, 
in  this  condition,  you  feel  for  that 
part  of  the  uterus  which  is  the 
most  roomy,  and  there  depositing 
your  hand,  you  repose  for  a  few 
minutes,  careful  not  to  stir  the 
fingers  lest  contractions  of  the 
uterus,  and  compressions,  should 
again  be  produced. 

Further.  When  performing  the 
operation  of  turning,  you  have  to 
contend  with  a  second  difficulty, 
— I  mean  those  occasional  con- 
tractions of  the  uterus  which  are 
denominated  the  pains  ;  contrac- 
tions which  are  exceedingly  apt 
to  be  produced,  when  you  attempt 
to  make  progress  towards  the 
feet.  Now  if  the  contractions 
are  slight,  and  rare,  you  need  not 
interfere.  In  such  cases,  it  is 
sufficient  to  lie  quiet  during  the 
pains,  endeavoring  to  steal  for- 
ward afterwards,  when  the  uterus 
relaxes.  Should  the  womb,  how- 
ever, be  angry,  and  the  pains 
more  frequent  and  violent,  more 
opium  must  be  administered  ; 
twenty  or  thirty  drops  every  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  until  its  further 
operation  become  obvious,  or  till 
the  uterine  irritation  be  subdued. 

In  these  turning  cases,  you  will 


356 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


sometimes  meet  with  a  third  ob- 
struction, consisting  in  a  circular 
contraction  of  the  middle  of  the 
womb,  dividing  it,  as  it  were,  into 
an  upper  and  inferior  chamber, 
part  of  the  foetus  lying  in  both. 
In  passing  this  sphincter,  if  you 
proceed  with  gentleness,  reso- 
lutely, yet  cautiously,  taking  time 
sufficient,  to  judge  from  two  or 
three  cases  which  have  fallen  un- 
der my  own  ngtice,  you  will  gene- 
rally find  that  the  hand  may,  on 
the  whole,  be  passed  with  tolera- 
ble facility  and  safety  ;  but  be- 
v?are  of  force. 

Thus  then,  yielding  or  encoun- 
tering these  difficulties  which  op- 
pose your  progress,  stealing  for- 
ward when  the  womb  relaxes, 
reposing  when  it  acts  ;  the  hand 
extending  flat  upon  the  foetus  ; 
the  knuckles  never  elevated  need- 
lessly as  you  bear  forward,  lest 
the  uterus  be  torn  by  them  ;  at 
Length  you  reach  its  fundus. 
Now,  at  the  time  when  the  hand 
is  in  the  fundus  uteri,  the  brawn 
of  the  arm  lies  in  the  pelvis,  the 
hand  bearing  forward  beyond  the 
ensiform  cartilage,  and  the  arm 
below  resting  upon  the  sacrum 
and  perineum,  which  you  must 
be  careful  not  to  lacerate. 

Such,  then,  are  the  principal 
difficulties  which  embarrass  the 
operation  of  turning  :  the  bulk  of 
the  arm  ;  the  circular  constriction 
of  the  uterus  ;  the  occasional 
spasms  ;  the  general  and  perma- 
nent contractions  of  the  womb  ; 
the  constrictions  of  the  os  uteri. 
The  rigidity  of  the  passages  I 
forbear  to  mention,  for  if  you  ope- 
rate at  the  proper  moment,  it  will 
rarely  ol)struct  you.  Through  all 
these  difficulties,  perseveringiy 
— resolutely — patiently— compos- 
edly, without  violence,  and  suc- 
cessfully at  last,   you  struggle  at 


length  to  the  child's  legs,  and 
happy  you  are  to  feel  them.  Do 
not  confound  the  arms  with  the 
feet, — an  error  to  which  you  arc 
obnoxious,  when  the  nicer  sensi- 
bilities of  the  hand  have  been 
impaired  by  compression.  If  both 
legs  are  seized,  the  child  will  turn 
more  easily.  If  you  can  grasp 
one  leg  only,  let  this  be  brought 
down  ;  often  you  may  turn  by  one 
leg  ;  but  should  it  be  necessary  to 
draw  down  the  other,  the  access 
to  the  second  will  be  facilitated 
by  the  descent  of  the  first.  Should 
the  seizure  of  the  leg  be  imprac- 
ticable, I  would  recommend  you 
to  lay  hold  of  the  knees,  gradual- 
ly working  your  fingers  towards 
the  feet.  If  you  are  tantalized 
and  baulked,  by  coming  within 
touch  but  not  within  grasp  of  the 
feet,  so  that  you  can  feel  but  not 
seize  them,  you  may  sometimes 
overcome  this  difficulty  by  chang- 
ing the  position  of  the  patient. 
The  woman  turning  round  slowly, 
while  your  hand  is  in  the  uterus, 
by  this  movement,  without  fur- 
ther trouble,  the  feet  may  be 
brought  among  your  fingers  ;  so 
that  under  this  simple  manoeuvre, 
although  you  cannot  carry  the 
hand  to  the  feet,  you  may  some- 
times carry  the  feet  to  the  hand, 
and  this  without  much  difficulty. 
If,  however,  by  none  of  these 
measures  the  feet  or  knees  can 
be  reached  and  seized,  withdraw- 
ing the  hand,  you  may  pause  till 
you  have  recovered  your  strength 
a  little,  after  which  the  attempt 
may  be  repeated  with  the  same 
hand,  or  you  may  send  for  another 
accoucheur.  By  one  or  other  of 
these  expedients,  in  most  in- 
stances you  succeed  in  obtaining 
firm  hold  of  the  foetal  legs  ;  and 
this  accomplished,  you  draw  them 
slowly  into  the  pelvis,  ultimately 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


357 


bringing  them  forth  through  the 
outlet,  so  as  to  convert  the  trans- 
verse presentation  into  the  crural. 
In  drawing  down  the  foetus,  let 
the  abdomen  be  thrown  upon  the 
back  of  the  uterus  and  pelvis,  as, 
under  this  situation,  the  shoulders 
?^nd  head  will  be  most  easily  ex- 
tricated. It  is  not  by  sudden  or 
violent  efforts,  but  by  a  steady 
gentle  bearing,  that  the  child 
should  be  brought  down.  When 
the  transverse  presentations  show 
a  disposition  to  enter  the  pelvis 
together  with  the  legs,  the  foetus 
descending  doubled,  you  may  se- 
cure the  legs  by  the  instrument 
now  exhibited,  or  by  tying  a  rib- 
bon round  one  or  both  ancles, 
drawn  forth  for  this  purpose  ;  and 
then,  pressing  the  presentation 
upward  with  one  hand,  while  you 
bear  forth  the  legs  with  the  other, 
you  cause  the  foetus,  as  here  de- 
monstrated, to  revolve  upon  an 
imaginary  axis,  the  original  pre- 
sentation passing  of  consequence 
from  the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  and 
the  loins  and  legs  descending  in  its 
place.  From  the  demonstration 
here  given,  you  may  perceive 
that  in  this  operation  the  child  is 
not  thrown  back  from  the  pelvis, 
so  as  to  extend  and  endanger  the 
laceration  of  the  womb  or  vagi- 
na ;  though  it  revolves  upon  its 
axis,  its  elevation  remains  un- 
changed, or,  if  changed  at  all,  it 
descends. 

When  the  pelvis  is  narrow  at 
the  brim,  space  is  sometimes 
wanting  there,  to  give  passage  to 
the  hand  when  grasping  the  feet ; 
the  mass  formed  by  the  two  in 
conjunction  being  too  bulky.  This 
difficulty  may  be  surmounted  by 
withdrawing  the  hand,  after  hav- 
ing seized  the  feet  with  the  crural 
forceps  here  exhibited  ;  or,  if  you 
secure  the  feet,  by  placing  two 


fingers,  the  first  and  second,  upon 
the  leg  above  the  heel,  the  two 
remaining  fingers   and  thumb  be- 


in 


ig  placed  in  front  over  the  in- 
step, the  bulk  of  the  hand  may 
sometimes  be  reduced  to  so  small 
a  compass  in  this  manner,  that  the 
transit  of  the  brim  may  be  ac- 
complished. 

One  other  difficulty  I  have  met 
with  when  drawing  down  the  legs, 
arising  from  the  breech,  as  here 
shown,  becoming  seated  over  the 
front  of  the  pelvis,  above  .the 
symphysis  pubis.  In  these  cases, 
let  the  nurse,  while  you  are 
drawing,  press  steadily  and  firmly 
between  the  brim  of  the  pelvis 
and  the  navel,  urging  the  foetus 
towards  the  promontory  of  the 
sacrum  ;  and  the  breech  becom- 
ing dislodged,  the  legs  will  after- 
wards descend  with  facility,  the 
delivery  being  completed  after- 
wards as  in  ordinary  crural  pre- 
sentations. 

Composure,  perseverance,  gen- 
tleness, patience,  experience, 
great  manual  dexterity,  and  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  bear- 
ings of  the  foetus,  womb,  and  pel- 
vis, are  requisite  in  the  accou- 
cheur who  manages  these  cases. 
Lacerations  constitute  the  prin- 
cipal danger  ;  arte  non  vi ; — of 
more  sudden  violence  beware  ; 
and  take  care,  too,  that  you  are 
not  enticed  by  degrees  to  the  use 
of  too  much  force,  wheedled  on- 
ward by  the  delusive  and  danger- 
ous, and  continually  successive 
expectations,  that  one  ounce  more 
pressure  will  bear  down  the  ob- 
struction. Ah  !  this  one  ounce — 
only  one  ounce  more — it  is  this,'  I 
fear,  which  often  kills  the  patient! 

Impracticable  turning.  —  But 
what  is  to  be  done  in  those  cases, 
of  rare  occurrence,  in  which  the 
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operation  of  turning  cannot  be  ef- 
fectuated ?  Why,  if  dangerous 
symptoms  demand  immediate  de- 
livery, embryotomy  is,  I  imagine, 
the  only  remaining  resource  ;  but 
to  long  as  no  dangerous  symptoms 
press,  we  may  wait,  with  a  rea- 
sonable hope  that  the  fojtus  will 
be  expelled  by  spontaneous  evo- 
lution. Two  cases  of  impracti- 
cable turning  I  have  seen,  both 
terminating  in  this  manner. 

If  spontaneous  evolution  be  ob- 
viously begun,  turning  should  not 
be  attempted  ;  if  the  foetus  is  un- 
der six  months  old,  the  natural 
efforts  may  be  trusted,  and  will 
frequently  expel  it;  if,  under  your 
attempts  to  turn,  you  feel  any 
fibres  giving  way,  whether  in  the 
womb  or  vagina,  withdraw  the 
hand  immediately.  The  body  of 
the  womb  sometimes  yields,  but 
more  frequently  the  back  or  front 
of  the  vagina  near  the  bladder,  or 
promontory  of  the  sacrum.  This 
preparation  shows  you,  that  the 
vagina  is  not  much  thicker  than 
brown  paper.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  that  we  are  in  posses- 
sion of  no  plain  indication,  enabling 
us  to  decide  with  precision,  when 
our  attempts  to  turn  ought  to  be 
relinquished  as  dangerous.  The 
yielding  of  fibres,  vaginal  or  ute- 
rine, is  a  good  monitory  sign  ;  but 
it  is  to  be  wished  that  we  had 
some  less  dancrerous  indication. 


II. 

Some  Remarks  on    Good''s  J^osolo- 
gy,  a  III.  0.  IF. 

By  E.  G.  Davis,  M.D. 

The  arrangement  of  the  classes 
in  Dr.  Good's  Nosology,  must  be 
allowed,  in  many  respects,  to 
surpass  any  similar  attempt  at 
classification  which  had  appeared 


before  its  time.  The  several 
functions  which  contribute  to  the 
continuance  of  life  are  so  evident 
to  the  senses  in  their  most  imme- 
diate effects,  so  distinct  from  one 
another  at  the  same  time  that 
they  form  successive  links  in  the 
great  chain  of  internal  action,  that 
we  cannot  but  admire  the  felicity 
with  which  his  plan  has  been  se- 
lected, while  we  almost  wonder 
that  its  advantages  should  have 
been  so  long  unperceived.  The 
same  excellent  judgment,  and  phi- 
losophical discrimination,  charac- 
terise for  the  most  part  his  ordinal 
arrangement.  The  first  two  class- 
es furnish  each  a  natural  binary 
division,  with  reference  to  the  or- 
gans concerned  in  their  respective 
functions  ;  and  Dr.  Good  has 
seized  and  illustrated  these  with 
great  perspicuity.  In  the  third 
class  the  same  ground  of  division 
did  not  present  itself.  The  cir- 
culating function  is  carried  on  by 
means  of  the  heart,  the  arteries, 
and  the  veins.  Between  these 
sets  of  vessels  there  exists  so 
close  a  connection,  and  so  strong 
a  sympathy,  that  no  advantage 
could  result  from  the  separation 
of  their  diseases  ;  and  accordingly, 
a  much  better  plan  of  arrangement 
is  devised.  The  circulation  is 
often  found  to  be  disturbed  gene- 
rally, without  any  striking  local 
affection  ;  still  more  frequently, 
the  blood  is  determined  to  some 
particular  organ,  and  derange- 
ment occurs  locally,  without  great 
general  disturbance  ;  and  hence 
we  have  very  naturally  fevers, 
and  inflammations.  Again,  there 
is  a  family  of  diseases,  distinguish- 
ed by  the  union  of  these  phaino- 
mena  ;  in  which  there  is  fever, 
followed  at  a  greater  or  less  in- 
terval by  cutaneous  eruption  ; 
that  is,  by   inflammation,   which 
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although  not  properly  local,  yet  is  tlon.  It  applies  also  to  those  de- 
limited to  one  or  two  textures  raiigenients  ofthev'^essels  to  which 
only,  and  is  consequently  perfect-  they  are  subject  in  common  with 
ly  distinct  from  fever.  Hence  similar  textures.  This  part  of 
we  have  a  third  order  with  the  the  definition,  therefore,  as  it 
appropriate  appellation  of  erup-  tends  to  confound  the  present  or- 
tive  fever.  der  with  those  previously  men- 
Here  it  might  be  supposed  the  tioned,  seems  wholly  at  variance 
class  would  terminate  ;  but  we  with  the  principles  of  classifica- 
fuid  that  Dr.  Good  has   added   a  tion. 

fourth  order,  under  the  general  This,  however,  may  seem  a 
name  of  cflc/tcc/jca  ;  an  order  in-  little  hypercritical.  The  great 
tended  to  correspond  to  the  ca-  objection  to  the  whole  definition 
chexies  of  various  modern  au-  is  its  want  of  perspicuity  ;  and. the 
thors,  and  which  signifies  "  bad  cause  of  this  may  be  found  in  the 
habit."  The  definition  is,  "  mor-  fact,  that  it  is  not  an  expression 
bid  state  of  the  blood  or  blood-  of  symptoms.  Compare  it  in  this 
vessels  ;  alone  or  connected  with  respect  with  the  definition  of  the 
a  morbid  state  of  other  fluids,  second  order,  and  the  distinction 
producing  a  diseased  habit."  Now  will  be  manifest.  Heat,  pain, 
it  seems  evident  on  the  slightest  increased  secretion,  are,  when 
reflection,  that  a  part  of  this  defi-  they  exist,  obvious  to  the  senses  ; 
nition  must  be  superfluous  ;  for  if  they  cannot  be  mistaken.  But  a 
that  state  of  the  system  called  "  a  morbid  state  of  the  blood  is  not 
diseased  habit"  were  capable  of  obvious  to  the  senses,  and  in  many 
being  recognised  by  the  senses,  of  the  diseases  which  this  order  is 
the  first  part  is  unnecessary  ;  on  intended  to  include,  cannot  be 
the  contrary,  if  the  existence  of  made  so.  It  is  a  matter  of  rea- 
this  habit  is  only  an  inference  from  soning  ;  of  speculation  ;  many  will 
that  morbid  state  of  the  fluids  and  say,  of  fancy.  It  can  only  be  re- 
solids  which  produces  it,  then  it  cognised  by  its  efifects,  and  many 
is  useless"  as  an  ordinal  character-  of  these  far  remote  both  in  time 
istic.  Again,  a  morbid  state  of  and  place.  It  may  indeed  serve 
"  other  fluids"  than  the  blood  as  a  loose  expression  of  general 
seems  hardly  entitled  to  a  place  facts,  but  as  a  rallying  point  round 
in  a  class  devoted  to  the  circula-  which  to  collect  a  family  of  dis- 
tion,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  eases,  seems  wholly  unfit  to  an- 
provided  for  in  some  other  part  of  swer  its  design, 
the  system.  Lastly,  the  morbid  That  there  is  a  state  of  the 
state  of  the  blood  or  bloodves-  constitutionoften  to  be  recognised, 
sels,  which  constitutes  the  re-  which  may  predispose  to  some 
mainder  of  the  definition,  seems  diseases,  and  protract  the  dura- 
scarcely  susceptible  of  accurate  tion  of  others,  must  certainly  be 
application.  In  by  far  the  great-  admitted  ;  but  it  is  by  no  means 
er  number  of  cases,  where  such  equally  certain,  that  this  cacheC- 
morbid  state  exists,  it  may  be  re-  tic  state  is  in  all  cases  referable 
ferred  to  inflammation  as  its  di-  to  the  circulating  system  exclu- 
rect  cause.  This  applies  to  near-  sively  ;  and  the  signs  by  which  its 
ly  every  dyscrasis  of  the  blood,  existence  is  manifested,  are  so 
which  is  discoverable  in  vencsec-  numerous,   often  so  obscure,  and 
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always  so  difficult  to  describe, 
that  it  is  evidently  desirable  to 
avoid,  if  possible,  making  that  ex- 
istence the  distinctive  mark  of  a 
group  of  morbid  affections. 

But  the  reply  is,  that  this  is  not 
possible ;  that  there  are  many 
genera  of  diseases,  evidently  be- 
longing to  the  circulating  system, 
which  are  neither  fevers,  inflam- 
mations, nor  febrile  eruptions  ; 
which  are  distinguished  by  a  mor- 
bid state  of  the  system,  at  least 
for  the  most  part,  and  which  con- 
sequently can  only  be  ranged  in 
that  class  and  that  order  which 
they  here  occupy. 

This  argument,  it  is  evident, 
can  only  be  refuted  in  detail  ;  and 
in  order  to  manifest  its  fallacy,  it 
is  necessary  to  show  that  each  of 
the  genera  in  question  may  be 
referred  to  some  other  part  of  the 
same  system  more  appropriate 
than  that  which  they  now  occupy. 

It  has  by  some  nosologists  been 
doubted,  whether  jylethora.,  as 
such,  ought  to  be  considered  a  dis- 
ease. As  implying  an  uniform 
and  general  fulness  of  the  vessels, 
it  imports  a  want  of  due  balance 
between  the  absorbent  and  the 
excernent  system  ;  and  therefore 
may  be  referred  to  the  sixth 
class.  But  in  truth,  plethora  is 
not  a  disease,  unless  the  balance 
of  the  circulation  itself  be  dis- 
turbed, and  the  blood  be  unduly 
determined  to  some  particular 
organ  ;  in  which  case  the  conse- 
quence will  be  a  greater  or  less 
degree  of  inflammation: 

With  regard  to  lumwrrhagc^  the 
second  genus  of  this  order,  there 
is  much  more  difficulty  in  assign- 
ing to  it  a  more  appropriate  situ- 
ation. Perhaps  it  will  be  found, 
however,  that  haemorrhage  never 
occurs,  without  some  local  deter- 
mination on  the  one  hand,  or  great 


vascular  debility,  the  result  of 
such  previous  determination,  on 
the  other.  In  most  cases,  it  evi- 
dently occurs  as  a  sequel  of  in- 
flammation, and  may  therefore  be 
disposed  of  like  the  last. 

The  third  genus,  marasmus,  im- 
ports, like  the  first,  a  want  of  due 
balance  between  the  organs  of 
supply,  and  the  organs  of  waste, 
in  consequence  of  which  the 
whole  body  is  emaciated.  The 
diseases  under  this  class,  there- 
fore, may  be  generally  referred 
to  one  of  three  causes  ;  either 
that  the  substances  taken  into  the 
stomach  are  not  digested  ;  that 
when  digested  they  are  not  assi- 
milated to  the  substance  of  the 
various  organs  ;  or  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  this  substance  is  con- 
veyed away  with  undue  rapidity, 
and  faster  than  the  nutritive  pow- 
ers are  capable  of  supplying  it. 
This  view  of  the  subject  corres- 
ponds precisely  with  that  taken 
by  Dr.  Good ;  and  if  correct,  it 
would  seem  fairly  to  follow  from 
it,  that  the  genus  marasmus  be- 
longs principally  to  the  sixth  class, 
and  cannot  in  strictness  be  refer- 
red to  the  third.  The  third  spe- 
cies of  this  genus  is  open  to  pecu- 
liar reprehension  ;  but  as  any  ex- 
tended remarks  on  it  would  be 
misplaced  here,  it  is  sufficient  to 
include  it  in  those  which  apply  so 
obviously  to  the  others. 

The  fourth  genus,  melanosis, 
was  not  included  in  the  former 
editions  of  the  Nosology,  and  is 
added  to  the  present  one  princi- 
pally on  the  authority  of  a  single 
case.  Its  definition,  if  it  can  be 
so  called,  includes  but  a  solitary 
symptom,  and  that  the  very  gene- 
ral one  of  hectic  fever  ;  in  a 
practical  view,  therefore,  it  is 
nearly  nugatory.  The  peculiar 
secretion  which  is  the  criterion 
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of  the  disease,  viz.  "  a  black  ma- 
terial staining  the  visceral  or 
other  organs,"  could  only  be  re- 
cognised during  life  by  its  elTects 
on  these  organs  themselves,  or  on 
their  functions,  which  effects 
would  be  known  by  their  appro- 
priate symptoms.  Derangements 
arising  from  this  cause  might  with 
great  propriety  form  varieties  in 
the  affections  of  these  organs  ; 
but  to  make  the  cause  itself  a 
disease,  seems  altogether  ill- 
judged.  In  fact,  until  more  is 
known  of  this  phenomenon  than 
seems  yet  to  have  been  ascer- 
tained, its  introduction  in  any  form 
into  medical  nomenclature  is  en- 
tirely premature. 

Struma,  Carcinus,  and  Lues, 
are  specific  inflammations  ;  that 
is,  inflammations  aifecting  for  the 
most  part  particular  structures, 
and  producing  a  series  of  phasno- 
mena,  different  from  those  of  oth- 
er inflammations;  a  series,  for  the 
most  part,  true  to  itself,  and  uni- 
form in  its  progress.  That  there 
is  in  these  genera  of  diseases, 
morbid  affection  of  the  blood, 
there  can  be  little  doubt ;  but  in 
two  of  them  at  least,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  primary  affection  is 
local,  and  that  the  blood  becomes 
affected  in  consequence  of  absorp- 
tion. This  point  however  is  not 
the  most  material.  The  symp- 
tom whicli  is  obvious  in  all  these 
cases  is  local  inflammation  ;  and, 
admitting  that  local  inflammation 
of  the  glandular  system  is  more 
disposed  to  extend  itself  and  to 
affect  the  mass  of  fluids,  than  that 
of  any  other,  which  indeed  we 
might  very  naturally  expect  to  be 
the  case,  still  this  does  not  seem 
to  afford  sufficient  ground  for  re- 
moving them  from  that  order,  to 
which  they  appear  so  obviously 
to  belong. 


Elephantiasis  includes  three 
species  of  cutaneous  diseases  re- 
markable for  occurring  generally 
in  exhausted  constitutions,  and  for 
the  severity  of  their  symptoms. 
They  must  be  regarded  like  the 
last  as  specific  inflammations. 

With  regard  to  catacausis,  the 
author  candidly  confesses  that  no 
small  share  of  faith  is  requisite  to 
believe  the  existence  of  such  a 
disease  as  it  includes  ;  and  if  it 
exists,  it  forms  such  an  anomaly 
in  the  history  of  medicine,  that  it 
almost  deserves  to  be  excluded 
as  a  monster  from  the  society  of 
morbid  affections.  However  this 
may  be,  there  seems  something 
absurd  in  making  it  a  genus  of  this 
or  any  other  order,  while  its  real 
nature  is  so  little  known. 

Porphyra,  it  must  be  confessed, 
appears  rather  less  manageable 
than  the  last  ;  and  if  the  order  be 
retained,  seems  to  present  the 
best  claim  to  be  included  under 
it.  Vv'hcn  idiopathic,  however,  it 
approaches  so  nearly  to  an  erup- 
tive disease,  that  the  necessity  of 
retaining  a  separate  order  for  its 
accommodation  must  be  regarded 
at  least  as  very  questionable. 

The  next  genus,  exangia,  ex- 
plains the  introduction  of  the 
words,  "  or  bloodvessels,"  which 
at  first  might  have  been  supposed 
superfluous  in  the  definition  to 
this  order.  In  fact  exangia  owes 
its  connection  with  the  order 
wholly  to  the  friendly  intervention 
of  these  two  words.  It  is  not  a 
morbid  state  of  the  blood  ;  it  is 
not  a  diseased  habit,  nor  ordinarily 
connected  with  one  ;  it  is  for  the 
most  part  a  local  disease,  pro- 
duced by  a  local  injury,  or  in  a 
few  cases  by  the  ossification  of 
the  arterial  coats,  or  some  other 
disease  in  those  coals,  which  ren- 
ders   them    peculiarly  yielding  ; 
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the    last     cause    is     extremely  parts  \rith  a  little  pomatum,  ax- 
rare,  unge,  or  butter,  to  soften  the  filth, 

Ulcus  includes  a  class  of  dis-  and  make   it  rub   off  more  easily 

eases  ahvays  the  sequel  of  local  with  the  brandy  and  water.    Then 

inllammation,    as     are     likewise  it  is  very  well   dried   with  soft  li- 

three  of  the  four  species  of  gan-  nen,  and  put  into  a  fresh  receiver, 

gncna.     The  fourth  seems  to  be  to  be  dressed.     The    head-dress 

an  affection  of  a  peculiar  nature,  is  commonly   first   put  on,  from  a 

but  altogether  local  in  its  charac-  supposition    that    the    child   is   in 

ter,  and  not  corresponding  to  the  danger    of  catching   cold    in    its 

ordinal   definition   under   which  it  head,    especially    at   the   mould  ; 

is  arranged  by  our  author.  but    the    observations    of    nurses 

CovDiion  iSt.  July^  1S38.  have  seldom  been  made  with  ac- 

curacy. 

Next   she    rolls    up  the    navel 

III-  string  in  a  singed  or  dry  linen  rag, 

From  the  London  Med.  Gazette.  tUrns  it  Upwards  On  the  belly  OVCr 

rTM     1,^                 .    r  ^t -n       r  ^  little   comprcss,  which   is  next 

TUManagtmtntJ  CMArmJTom  ^^^   ,ki,^  and  puts   a  small  com- 

tht  Biyth,  m  England  and  par-  .^^^  ^^  ^^^^J^  ,i,^^^  ^,^^j^^  ^^^^ 

ticularhj  m  London.  ,t^  3,^^  ,^;,^j3  -^  ^1^^^.,^^  ^^^^  ^^-^^  ^ 

(From  an  unpublished  MS.  of  the  ceic  strap  of  linen,  and  then  with  a 

brated  Dr.  Wii.ham  Hu.nter.)  153,^^^^,  ^^1,^^^  ^.j^i^i^  g^gg  Several 

The  navel    string   is   not   lied,  at  times  round  the  body.      Over  this 

the  birth,  till  the  child  has  breath-  she  puts   a  short  shirt,   or   shift, 

ed    or    cried    freely — about    two  &c.  &c.     When  completely  dress- 

iucbes  from  the  navel,  firmly,  and  ed,  the  arms  are  left  loose,  or,  at 

with  a   thread,  made   of  several  most,  only  pinned  at  the  elbow  to 

laid  together,   that   it    may    bind  the  clothes   of  the  body,  so  as  to 

firmly  without  cutting.  prevent  sucking  the  hand. 

As   soon  as  the  navel   string  is  The    first    12,    16,    20,   or   24 

cut,  the  child  is  put  into  a  receiv-  hours,  the  child  takes   only,  from 

er,  viz.  a  fiannel  cloth,  lined  with  time  to  time,  two  teaspoonsful   of 

linen  ;  wrapped  up  in  it,  but  so  as  the  follo\ving  mixture  :  viz.  rhu- 

to  receive  air  freely  at  its  mouth  barb  three  grains,  oil    of  sw"eet 

and  nose  ;  and  given  to  a  woman  almonds  two   drachms,   syrup   of 

to  hold  on  her  lap,  till   the   nurse  roses   six   drachms,  diluted   with 

can   wash   and  dress  it.     In  cold  water  ;  and,  when  restless,  a  lit- 

weather  the  flannel  is  put  inwards,  tie    barley-water,    or    very    thin 

the  linen  in  hotter  seasons.  gruel  of  oatmeal  and  water  boiled. 

The    nurse,    having    prepared  In  that  time  the  child  has  gene- 

every  thing,  sits  down,  takes  the  rally  had  two  or  three  black  stools, 

child  on  her   knee,  and   washes  it  and  often  pukes  up  a  good  deal  of 

carefully    with  warm   w'ater   and  phlegm,   and  then  is   put   to   the 

about  one-sixth   part  brandy,  rub-  breast  ;  sooner  if  it  has  had  large 

bing   every    part    with    a    small  evacuations,    and    seems    by    its 

sponge    or    flannel    rag.      If    the  hunting  with  its  mouth,  and  crying, 

child    be    covered  with    any,    or  to  be  hungry  ;  later,  in  proportion 

much  of  the  white  greasy  mucus,  as  it  has  had  less  evacuation,  and 

the   nurse   cooimonly    rubs   such  is  more  quiet.     When  put  to  a 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


363 


nurse's  breast  with  a  full  flow  of 
milk,  it  should  not  be  allowed  to 
suck  so  much  as  it  often  would  ; 
but  children  at  this  age  commonly 
bring  up  the  contents  of  an  over- 
charged stomach  so  easily,  that 
health  is  in  very  little  danger 
from  an  error  of  this  kind. 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  a  child 
should  be  brought  into  a  habit  of 
sucking  only  at  stated  times  ;  but 
we  think  the  finest  children  are 
those  who  are  indulged  with  suck- 
ing when  they  are  in  the, humor, 
or  feel  the  call  of  nature  ;  and 
surely  every  mother  who  is  left 
to  be  guided  by  her  own  feelings 
and  judgment,  would  follow  that 
rule  which,  with  a  most  happy 
effect,  seems  instiuctive  in  other 
animals. 

Many  are  of  opinion  that  a  child 
should  twice  a  day  eat  a  little 
gruel  or  panada,  with,  or  without, 
fresh  cow's  milk  in  it :  some,  be- 
cause they  imagine  milk  alone  too 
thin  a  food,  especially  at  the  age 
of  some  months  ;  but  most,  be- 
cause they  say  a  nurse  may  be 
taken  ill,  or  a  child,  from  some 
complaint  in  its  mouth,  may  not 
be  able  to  suck  ;  and  in  either  of 
those  cases  it  is  an  advantage  that 
the  child  is  in  the  habit  of  doing 
what  is  then  absolutely  necessary 
for  its  preservation.  But,  we 
know  that  milk  is  the  natural 
food,  and  that  children  are  not 
easily  reared  without  it  ;  and 
therefore,  where  parents  are  in- 
clined to  have  a  child  fed  with  a 
spoon,  or  boat,  we  recommend 
giving  only  a  little  at  a  time,  as  it 
is  chiefly  done  to  induce  a  habit. 
And  in  proportion  as  the  child 
grows  older,  we  give  the  pap, 
gruel,  or  panada  thicker,  and  in 
greater  quantity. 

Nature  has  not  pointed  out  the 
time  or  the  manner  of  vveanin"  a 


child  ;  thence  no  wonder  that  the 
opinions  of  mankind  should  difler 
upon  the  question.  We  are  com- 
monly determined,  by  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  every  case, 
to  make  that  change  at  any  time 
from  6  to  12  months  ;  and,  there- 
fore, more  •commonly  do  it  about 
9  months.  A  child  of  12  or  14 
months  has  so  much  sense  and  re- 
flection, that  weaning  them  is 
more  dilBcult.  Some  mothers 
and  nurses  recommend  weaning  a 
child  very  gradually,  by  feeding 
more  and  more,  and  letting  it  suck 
less  and  less,  till  insensibly  it  sucks 
none  at  all.  We  think  it  better 
in  general  for  the  child,  after 
feeding  it  a  little  more  than  usual 
for  a  few  days,  to  wean  it  all  at 
once.  In  the  other  way,  the  child 
at  last  takes  stagnating  milk, 
which  is  not  so  healthful  ;  and  it 
is  teazed  for  a  considerable  time. 
But  when  taken  from  the  breast 
at  once,  beginning  in  the  morning, 
it  may  be  amused  in  a  variety  of 
ways  through  the  day  ;  and  in  24 
hours,  very  commonly,  seems  to 
have  forgot  that  it  has  any  parti- 
cular want. 

The  people  of  England  are  very 
much  divided  in  their  opinion  about 
animal  food  for  a  child — some  giv- 
ing broth  from  the  very  beginning 
of  life,  and  a  little  chicken,  &c. 
as  soon  as  the  child  can  manage  it. 
To  judge  from  our  own  observa- 
tion, we  should  rather  condemn 
the  practice  in  general  ;  though 
in  particular  constitutions  we  think 
it  advisable.  We  think  children 
should  be  well-grown  before  they 
come  to  animal  food,  and  ferment- 
ed or  spirituous  liquors  ;  and  if  it 
were  not  for  training  a  constitu- 
tion to  bear  what  humanity  by 
custom  must  submit  to,  we  think 
it  might  be  as  well  to  give  up 
both,  but  certainly  the  last. 
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We  dress  children  as  we  are 
directed  by  common  sense,  so  as 
to  keep  them  comfortably  warm 
without  sweating  ;  carrying  them 
frequently  into  the  air  in  tolerable 
weather.  They  use  no  stockings 
till  they  begin  to  walk  ;  then,  us- 
ing short  coats,  their  Ifegs  in  cold 
weather  require  stockings  ;  but 
till  then  it  is  an  inconvenient  part 
of  the  dress,  because  it  is  difficult 
to  keep  them  dry.  Therefore, 
when  they  begin  to  be  put  upon 
their  feet,  we  give  them  soft 
shoes  without  stockings  while  the 
weather  is  warm. 

The  dress  of  an  infant  should 
be  loose  ;  yet  nurses  find  that  a 
moderate  degree  only  of  looseness 
in  dress  is  best:  for  if  the  clothes 
are  not  a  little  firm,  they  cannot 
with  ease  and  security  handle  a 
child,  or  keep  the  clothes  close 
to  the  body. 

Many,  who  are  fearful  of  mis- 
chief from  pins,  have  banished 
them  entirely  from  a  child's  dress, 
and  have  endeavored  to  contrive 
such  forms  of  dress  as  could  be 
kept  upon  the  child  by  tying.  But 
the  most  experienced  nurses  say, 
that  such  dresses  are  apt  to  lie 
loose  or  hollow  in  some  parts,  so 
that  the  body  is  not  equally  co- 
vered, and  that  a  [ew  pins  are 
very  necessary. 

The  child  sleeps  either  in  a  cra- 
dle or  small  bed,  the  curtains 
drawn  close  in  very  cold  weather, 
but  commonly  a  little  open,  that 
fresh  air  may  be  admitted. 

The  child  is  washed  every 
morning  with  cold  water  :  at  first 
a  little  warm  water  is  mixed  with 
it,  and  less  and  less  every  morn- 
ing, to  bring  the  child  gradually 
to  bear  water  quite  cold.  The 
head  is  washed  with  brandy  and 
water,  or  with  brandy  alone  ;  or 
if  washed  with  water  onlv,  the 


nurse  commonly,  after  drying  it 
with  a  cloth,  wets  and  rubs  it  with 
a  little  brandy.  The  reason  is  a 
fear  that  the  child  may  take  cold 
in  its  head,  from  the  hair  retaining 
some  watery  moisture,  which  the 
warmth  of  the  brandy  is  supposed 
to  prevent.  After  being  well 
dried,  the  arm-pits,  groins,  and 
parts  which  are  apt  to  gall,  espe- 
cially in  fat  children,  are  strewed 
or  puffed  with  wheat  flour.  Eve- 
ry body  now  knows  that  cerusse, 
or  white  lead,  which  is  still  more 
cooling  and  drying,  is  dangerous 
about  a  child,  as  being  very  poi- 
sonous. It  was  formerly  used, 
as  the  flour  is  no\v,  when  the  child 
was  much  chafed  or  excoriated. 

We  imagine  that  cleanliness  is 
important  to  health  ;  therefore 
fresh  cloths  are  frequently  appli- 
ed; frequent  examination  is  made 
to  know  if  the  child  be  wet,  es- 
pecially if  it  give  any  symptoms 
of  being  uneasy  ;  and  any  part  of 
its  body  which  has  been  wet  by 
the  natural  evacuations,  is  first 
made  very  clean,  at  least  with 
the  corner  of  a  wet  cloth,  and 
then  dried. 

The  nirse's  diet  is  to  be  at- 
tended to  with  care  ;  but  rather 
that  it  be  a  cool,  wholesome, 
common  diet,  than  that  she  is  to 
take  or  abstain  from  any  particu- 
lar dishes.  Flatulent  vegetables 
are  especially  to  be  avoided  ;  and 
whatever  happens  to  disagree 
with  her  constitution  in  common 
health.  Ail  her  sufferings  in  body 
and  mind  are  supposed  to  have 
some  effect  upon  the  child  ;  and, 
therefore,  we  choose  a  nurse  who 
is  healthy,  temperate  in  eating 
and  drinking,  and  of  good  disposi- 
tions; and  when  she  turns  out  oth- 
erwise, we  immediately  change 
her  ;  observing  that  there  is  no 
danger  in  giving  another  milk. 
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In  choosing  a  wet-nurse,  be- 
sides the  above-mentioned  cir- 
cumstances of  health,  temper- 
ance, and  good  humor,  we  require 
that  there  be  no  hereditary  disor- 
der of  mind  or  body  in  her  family; 
that  she  has  already  suckled  one 
child,  whereby  she  may  have  giv- 
en a  proof  of  her  constitution,  and 
acquired  some  skill  and  handiness 
in  dressing  and  managing  children 
at  the  breast  ;  and  we  prefer  the 
nurse  who  has  not  the  menses  while 
she  gives  suck,  though  many  good 
ones  have  ; — but  we  observe,  in 
many  instances,  that  the  milk  is 
affected,  and  the  child  disordered, 
at  such  periods. 

As  children  grow  up,  we  give 
them  more  and  more  both  of  air 
and  exercise  ;  and  we  are  partial 
both  to  the  common  cold  bath  and 
to  sea-bathing  ;  especially  when 
children  have  any  tendency  to 
great  corpulency,  to  inactivity, 
and  more  particularly  to  rickets, 
or  to  glandular  complaints. 

Cold  bathing  appears  to  be  less 
in  use  on  the  Continent  than  in 
England.  With  foreigners,  and 
even  with  many  among  ourselves, 
there  are  prejudices  against  the 
practice,  which,  in  fact,  are  found 
to  have  little  foundation  but  in  the 
fears  of  tender  parents.  The 
great  objections  have  been,  first, 
its  being  so  terrible  to  a  child, 
and  thereby  doing  great  harm  to 
its  nerves,  sometimes  frightening 
it  into  convulsions  ;  secondly,  giv- 
ing colds  and  coughs  ;  thirdly,  r«- 
pelling  constitutional  and  salutary 
eruptions.  In  fact,  we  have  seen 
no  convulsions,  or  any  important 
mischief,  from  the  fright  ;  and  it 
is  easy  to  prevent  terror  by  put- 
ting some  warm  water  at  first, 
and  gradually  less  and  less,  so  as, 
in  a  few  days,  to  bring  the  child 
insensibly    to   bear    cold    water 


without  surprise  ;  and  the  child  is 
to  be  dipped  in  a  playful  way,  and 
by  a  nurse,  or  parent,  that  it  is 
acquainted  with  and  fond  of. 

Colds  and  coughs  are  not,  in 
fact,  brought  on  by  cold  bathing, 
when  conducted  under  the  fol- 
lowing regulations.  First,  let 
the  water  be  as  cold  as  possible  ; 
and  therefore,  except  in  very  se- 
vere weather,  the  water  should 
be  fresh  pumped  every  morning. 
Secondly,  let  there  be  but  one 
quick  emersion.  Thirdly,  let  the 
child  be  received  and  covered  up 
in  a  blanket,  carried  immediately 
to  a  fire,  and  dried  very  well  all 
over,  but  especially  the  head, 
with  soft,  spongy,  linen  towels. 

The  third  objection  is  removed 
by  avoiding  the  cold  bath  occa- 
sionally, when  there  is  any  con- 
siderable eruption  ;  especially  if 
it  be  supposed  to  be  in  any  sense 
critical.  We  always  suspend 
cold  bathing,  likewise,  when  a 
child  has  any  feverish  symptoms, 
cough,  purging,  or  any  other  con- 
siderable disease. 

We  are  not  fond  of  putting 
children  early  upon  their  feet, 
and  supporting  them  with  a  back- 
string;  but  rather  that  they  should 
be  allowed  to  play,  and  crawl 
upon  the  carpet,  and  learn  of 
themselves  to  gel  upon  their  feet. 
In  this  vvay  they  do  not  anticipate 
their  strength  ;  they  walk  with 
more  caution  and  a  better  poise, 
and  are  less  subject  to  get  falls. 

(To  be  continued.) 


IV. 

HOSPITAL      REPORT. 
Amputution    of  the    Leg   below  the 

Knee. 
Mr.  Patrick  Ryan  about   ten  years 
afjo  hurt    liis   leg,   and    produced    an 
ulcer  on    the  lower  back  part  of  the 
limb.     Tliis  has  occasionally  healed  ; 
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but  six  months  since,  it  became  bad. 
The  ulcer  extended  round  and  up- 
wards, so  as  to  cover  nearly  half  of 
the  leg.  Tlie  muscles  exhibited 
themselves  in  prominent  rid<:;es,  run- 
ning through  the  ulcer.  The  bone 
was  swelled  and  inlianied.  The  pa- 
tient suflered  great  pain,  had  lost  his 
ap])etite,  and  was  evidently  sinking. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  ap- 
plied to  Dr.  Warren  at  his  house  for 
advice.  Mr.  Ryan  said  that  not- 
withstanding his  great  sufferings,  and 
although  he  was  a  person  of  some 
substance,  he  had  not  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  take  the  advice  of  any 
medical  person  for  the  six  months 
during  which  he  had  suffered  most ; 
presuming  he  could  manage  his  leg 
very  well  without  any  professional 
aid.  Dr.  W.  advised  him  to  have 
the  limb  amputated,  as  he  saw  no 
prospect  of  healing  the  wound  ;  and 
thought  the  patient  must  soon  die 
from  exhaustion,  Mv.  Ryan  thought 
he  would  go  to  the  Hospital,  and  see 
what  could  be  done  for  him  there  ; 
and  accordingly  entered  on  the  2d 
day  of  April.  After  he  had  been 
there  a  day  or  two  he  became  very 
impatient,  and  desired  that  his  leg 
should  be  "  dipt  off  without  loss  of 
time."  On  the  8th  of  April  a  con- 
sultation being  held,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  limb  could  by  no  means  he 
saved.  T!ie  patient  was  therefore 
conveyed  to  the  operating  theatre, 
and  the  operation  performed  as  fid- 
lows. 

The  cellular  membrane  of  the 
limb  hi'iiig  indurated,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  feel  the  pulsation  of  the  artery 
in  the  ham.  The  tourniquet  having 
been  applied  in  the  usual  place,  an 
assistant  was  directed  to  be  ready  to 
compress  the  artery  in  the  groin,  if 
the  tourniquet  should  not  restrain 
the  flow  of  blood  ;  and  this  precau- 
tion was  not  useless,  for  it  was  found 
necessary  to  apply  the  compression, 
as  proposed,  in  the  groin  ;  and  by 
this  means  onl}',  the  artery  was  effec- 
tually commanded. 

The  {)Htient  was  drawn  forwards 
on    the   table   so   as   to   project    the 


knee  beyond  t!ie  edge  for  the  dis- 
tance of  some  inches.  On  account 
of  the  thickness  of  the  bone,  Dr. 
\V^arren  would  have  preferred  cut- 
ting above  the  knee  ;  but  he  did  not 
consider  the  affection  of  the  bone 
suliiciently  important  to  insist  on 
this.  Placing  his  left  hand  at  the 
lower  edge  of  the  patella,  he  slightly 
marked  the  skin  two  inches  below 
the  lower  edge  of  the  hand.  Then 
taking  the  amputating  knife,  he  car- 
ried it  with  a  circular  sweep  round 
the  limb,  dividing  the  skin.  Next 
the  point  of  the  knife  was  passed 
under  the  skin,  to  separate  it  from 
the  bone,  to  the  extent  of  two  inches, 
and  the  skin  was  drawn  back.  The 
edge  of  the  knife  was  then  set  on  the 
muscles  close  to  the  retracted  skin, 
and  these  were  divided  to  the  bone. 
The  point  of  the  catlin  was  passed 
between  the  bones ;  but  no  more 
than  the  point  could  be  admitted,  for 
the  interosseous  space  was  filled  by 
the  enlarged  bone.  A  scalpel  was 
therefore  entered  on  each  side,  and 
the  interosseous  muscles  divided. 
The  retractor  was  carried  through 
the  interosseous  space  with  difficulty, 
and  the  saw  applied  to  the  outer 
edge  of  the  bones.  Before  the  tibia 
had  been  wholly  divided,  the  back 
of  the  saw  struck  the  bone.  The 
operator  perceiving  this,  directed  the 
lower  end  of  the  limb  to  be  inclined, 
and  thus  snapped  the  fragile  bone 
off,  short  and  clear,  without  fragment. 

The  bleeding  was  small.  The 
wound  was  not  dressed  inmiediately, 
but  wrapped  in  a  cloth,  and  the  pa- 
tient carried  to  bed.  In  an  hour  the 
wound  was  dressed  with  adhesive 
plaster. 

The  patient  was  comfortable  after 
the  operation  ;  but  in  the  followitig 
week,  had  a  pleuritic  attack.  From 
this  he  recovered,  and  was  well 
(Miough  to  leave  the  Hospital  in  about 
two  weeks  from  the  operation. 

Remarks. 

This  case  is  presented  as  showing 
the  most  common  method  of  operat- 
ing beh»w  the  knee  at  the  Massachu- 
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setts  Hospital.  Tliis  is  occasionally 
varied,  liowever.  When  the  limb  is 
very  thin  and  emaciated,  a  tlap  is 
made  directly  below  the  knee  ;  and 
when  moderately  so,  an  oblique  in- 
cision through  the  muscles  has  been 
found  to  answer  well.  The  only  pe- 
culiarities of  this  case  were  in  the 
thickening  of  the  bone,  and  the  in- 
duration of  the  cellular  membrane, 
which  prevented  the  retraction  of  ihe 
skin.  The  former  circumstance,  the 
great  increase  of  thickness  in  the 
bone,  might  have  occasioned  embar- 
rassment ;  for  it  was  found  impossible 
to  divide  the  interosseal  muscles  in 
the  usual  way  with  the  catlin  ;  and 
the  operator  was  called  on  to  make 
a  careful  dis"?ection  of  these  muscles. 
The  induration  of  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, and  consequent  difficulty  in 
drawing  back  the  skin,  is  a  frequent 
occurrence,  and  always  renders  the 
operation  less  easy  and  pleasant. 

Amputation  is  so  common  as  to  be 
regarded  one  of  the  most  easy  of 
operations ;  yet,  in  truth,  there  is 
none  more  difficult  to  do  well.  By 
doing  well,  is  meant  doing  it  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  make  the  patient  se- 
cure of  his  life  ;  to  give  iiim  a  good 
sound  stump  ;  and  to  cure  hini  soon. 
To  attain  these  objects,  this  ope- 
ration must  be  done  with  great  deli- 
beration. In  this  way  only  can  the 
surgeon  have  time  to  see  the  obsta- 
cles which  may  present  themselves 
and  to  n)eet  them  with  precision. 
Scarcely  two  cases  of  amputation 
present  exactly  the  same  occur- 
rences ^  and  of  course  can  be  treated 
in  tiic  same  manner,  Tlie  surgeon 
must  therefore  be  prepared  to  meet 
something  new,  and  to  apply  the 
proper  treatment  at  this  instant. 


by  long  confineniont  and  the  conti- 
nuance of  his  sore  before  the  opera- 
tion. While  in  the  Hospital,  the  in- 
guinal glands  swelled  enormously, 
and  the  cavity  ofthe  abdomen  became 
tumid.  He  lost  his  appetite;  was 
advised  to  leave  the  Hospital,  and  a 
few  weeks  after  died. 

This  man  being  naturally  healthy 
and  in  the  vigor  of  life,  no  doubt 
came  to  a  premature  end  by  neglect- 
ing to  take  seasonable  advice. 


Conclusion  of  Mr.  Ryan's  Case. 

Some  weeks  after  Mr.  Ryan  left 
the  Hospital,  he  became  sick.  His 
thigh  swelled  and  was  painful ;  and 
he  concluded  to  come  to  the  Hospital 
once  more.  On  examination,  how- 
ever, hia  case  was  found  to  be  hope- 
less.    His    constitution   wus    broken 


Large  Tumor  of  the  Neck. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  Mr. 
Ryan's  operation  was  done,  Dr. 
Warren  removed  a  large  tumor  from 
the  neck  of  a  young  woman  seven- 
teen years  old.  It  was  situated  prin- 
cipally behind  the  sterno-mastoid 
muscle  ;  between  this  and  the  trape- 
zius, extending  deeply  between  these 
muscles  to  the  transverse  processes 
of  the  spine.  The  trapezius  was 
partly  involved  in  the  tumor 
and  converted  into  its  substance. 
The  levator  scapulcC  also  made  part 
of  it.  The  connexion  of  these  and 
other  muscles  with  the  tumor,  de- 
prived the  operator  of  those  guides 
which  usually  exist.  However,  it 
was  removed  entire  ;  and  without 
any  accident  or  delay. 

The  tumor  was  very  hard,  of  an 
oval  form,  and  about  thirteen  inches 
round.  The  wound  healed  in  a 
great  measure  by  the  first  dressing; 
the  patient  recovered  in  a  iaw  days, 
and  has  been  well  ever  since. 

In  this  operation,  the  posterior  ex- 
ternal jugular  vein  was  cut  off,  with- 
out ill  consequence.  M.  Diipeytren 
has  attributed  the  death  of  a  patient 
of  his  to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the 
external  jugular  vein,  on  its  being 
divided  in  operation  ;  and  a  distin- 
guished surgeon  of  New- York  hns ' 
adopted  the  same  opinion.  We  have 
seen  this  vessel  repeatedly  cut  off 
without  any  ill  consequence  ;  and 
cannot  put  faith  in  an  opinion  so 
destitute  of  analogy  and  of  positive 
facts  to  support  it. 
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MASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL     SO- 
CIETF. 

A  Statute  Meeting  of  the  Cen- 
sors of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Room  of 
the  Society  in  the  Boston  AthenrC- 
um,  on  Wednesday,  the  30th  of  July 
inst.  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Walter  Channing, 
Secretary  of  Board  of  Censors. 

Candidates  are  requested  to  leave 
their  credentials  with  the  Secretary, 
at  his  house  in  Common-Street,  at 
least  one  week  before  the  meetino^. 


1 — old  age,  3 — suicide,  1 — secondary  syphilis, 
1 — unknown,  6.  Males,  12 — females,  11. 
Stillborn,  4.     Total,  27. 


The  reply  of  Dr.  Robbins  to  Dr. 
Hay  ward  will  appear  in  the  next 
number,  and  also  some  remarks  by 
Dr.  E,  G.  Davis  on  the  subject  of 
the  controversy. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  July  11,  at  noon. 

July  5.  Josiah  Gushing,  38  yrs. 

6.  Edward  F.  Chase,  9  1-2 
Nathaniel  Hopkins,  26 
Harriet  Hemmingway,  40 

7.  Michael  Ryan,  10  mo. 
Atha  Thompson,  40  yrs. 
•John  Finn,  1  w. 
Henry  Hill,  92  yrs. 
Daniel  H.  Younger,  6  mo. 
Ruth  Howe,  60  yrs. 
Sarah  Ann  Brown,  22 

8.  Sarah  E.  Frazicr,  5  mo. 
Elizabeth  Hazelton,  70  yrs. 
John  Thomas,  80 
Thomas  Drew,  .30 
Polly  Norton,  50 
Mary  Bennet,  28 
Louisa  Goddard  May,  14  mo. 
Gilbert  Stuart,  72  yrs. 

10.  Ruth  Ann  Matthews,  .33 
Lawrence  Drohan,  32 
Michael  Ryan,  32 

11.  Catharine  O'Neal,  40 
Apoplexy,  1 — bowel  complaint,  1 — consump- 
tion, 3 — convulsions,  1 — cholera,  1 — drowned, 
1 — infantile,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — liver  complaint. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AMERICAN   MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 

THIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDeoN  ir 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  fust  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
iVic.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

'•'  Thou  shall  lie  down 
With  patriachs  of  the  infant  world — with  kings, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good, 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  ri'.ls — Price  $  5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

JVo.  269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Win 
lev  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring;  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  amon;^  them  are  I'.xlract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elatcrium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  Szc.  Sic. 

C  VV.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  .all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Answer  to  Dr.  George  Hayicard. 

By  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D. 

In  answering  Dr.  Hayward's 
"  Reply,"  contained  in  the  20th 
No.  of  this  Journal,  I  have  little 
else  to  do  than  to  defend  the  facts 
and  statements  contained  in  my 
last,  and  to  show  that  most,  if  not 
all  the  features  of  his  reply,  are 
drawn  from  erroneous  impres- 
sions. On  a  careful  revision  of 
his  former  paper,  I  can  perceive 
no  instance  wherein  I  have  "  mis- 
stated" him,  and  it  is  my  present 
ohject  to  show  that  his  apprehen- 
sions in  this  respect  are  groundless. 

On  the  subject  of  re-vaccina- 
tion. Dr.  H.  has  presented  little 
in  his  last  paper  which  requires 
answer.  So  far  as  he  has  stated 
new  facts ^  or  urged  new  objections, 
I  shall  allow  them  their  proper 
weight. 

First,  Dr.  H.  repeats  his  for- 
mer objection,  that  my  proposal 
"  is  calculated  to  unsettle  the 
public    mind,"   and,  to   what  he 

24 


before  said  on  this  subject,  only 
adds,  what  he  supposes  to  be  an 
illustration  of  this  effect.  This 
supposed  illustration  shows  such 
a  wide  misapprehension  of  the 
nature  and  terms  of  my  original 
proposition,  that  it  explains  what 
had  before  been  to  me  a  mystery, 
— namely,  how  men  of  common 
intelligence  could  deem  it  dan- 
gerous or  alarming. 

His  illustration  supposes  the 
Physicians  of  this  city  to  be  con- 
verts to  my  theory,  and  that,  with 
great  unanimity,  they  should  ad- 
vise the  citizens,  "  that  though 
they  had  been  for  the  last  28 
years  perfectly  protected  from 
smallpox  by  cowpox,  still  they 
were  not  safe  without  resorting 
to  re-vaccination  ;"  he  then  asks, 
"  would  not  this  alarm  the  com- 
munity, and  unsettle  the  public 
mind  .'^" — I  answer,  most  frankly 
and  unequivocally,  that  it  would  ! 
— for,  could  they  derive  any  dis- 
tinct idea  from  this  very  indefinite 
language,  it  would  be,  that  they 
were  not  safe  from  smallpox.    But 
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I  cannot  for  a  moment  admit  that 
this  monstrous  doctrine  was  con- 
tained in  my  proposal,  which  was 
simply  this,  "  whether  the  vario- 
loid disease  may  not  be  prevented 
by  re-vaccination" — whether  a 
mild  and  acknowledged  evil  may 
not  be  averted  by  the  repetition 
of  a  known  and  easy  remedy.  By 
xmaUpox^  every  body  understands 
an  alarming,  malignant,  and  dis- 
gusting malady,  terminating  gene- 
rally in  personal  deformity  or 
deaUi.  By  varioloid^  a  compara- 
tively mild  disease,  often  occur- 
ring after  vaccination,  short  in  its 
course,  proving  fatal  almost  never, 
and  seldom  or  never  leaving  per- 
manent marks  in  the  person.  The 
distinction  between  these  two  dis- 
eases is  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  just  consideration  of  this 
objection  ;  it  is  a  distinction  now 
well  understood,  and  recognized 
by  Dr.  Hayward,  when  speaking 
of  the  Blackstock  case. 

Again  on  the  307th  page,  be 
refers  to  my  assurance  given  the 
ladies  who  had  been  remotely  ex- 
posed to  the  varioloid  then  pre- 
vailing in  Halifax.  In  my  account 
of  these  cases,  to  place  ray  mean- 
ing beyond  doubt,  I  put  the  word 
varioloid  in  italics,  and  then  stated 
that  a  second  vaccination  would 
in  all  probability  be  a  perfect  se- 
curity against  it.  Dr.  Hayward 
has  quoted  this  sentence  as  far  as 
the  word  against,  and  then  added 
"  smallpox," — thus  radically  al- 
tering the  meaning  of  the  sentence, 
and  clearly  showing  that,  in  spite 
of  my  italics,  he  understood  me  as 
recommending  re-vaccination  as  a 
preventive  of  smallpox. 

But  if  by  "  not  safe"  Dr.  H. 
means  not  safe  from  varioloid^  and 
then  asks  "  would  not  this  produce 
alarm,"  &c. — I  answer  with  equal 
contidence,  It    would  not  !     Be- 


cause this  liability  was  well  un- 
derstood long  before  the  appear- 
ance of  my  paper. 

Dr.  H.  is  a  French  scholar,  and 
must  have  read  the  minute  and 
faithful  history,  given  by  Berard 
and  I)e  Lavit,  of  the  epidemic 
which  prevailed  at  Montpeiier  in 
1816,  where  the  liability  of  the 
vaccinated  to  the  varioloid  is 
openly  avowed  and  eminently  il- 
lustrated. Dr.  Thompson,  who 
published  in  1820,  an  able  work  on 
the  same  epidemic  as  it  appeared 
in  Scotland,  declares  this  liability 
in  terms  equally  unequivocal,  and 
says  that  310  cases  of  varioloid 
in  those  who  had  undergone  cow- 
pox,  came  under  his  observation. 
With  equal  freedom  has  this  fact 
been  declared  by  numerous  later 
writers  ;  and  in  the  12th  No.  of 
this  Journal  is  an  extract  from  the 
able  Report  to  the  Phila.  Med. 
Soc.  in  which  the  first  result  stat- 
ed is  in  the  follovping  words  : — 

"  1st.  These  documents  show 
that  the  varioloid  disease  has  at- 
tacked both  variolated  and  vacci- 
nated persons." 

But  it  is  not  only  through  the 
medium  of  medical  works  that  this 
liability  has  been  promulgated. 
The  public,  and  the  same  public  to 
which  Dr.  II.  applies  his  illustra- 
tion, has  been  apprized  of  it  in  the 
most  direct  and  intelligible  man- 
ner. In  the  Boston  Daily  Adver- 
tiser of  Jan.  9th,  1828,  is  a  very 
clear  and  comprehensive  article 
by  Dr.  James  Jackson  of  this 
city,  in  which,  after  alluding  to 
the  varioloid  epidemic  which  had 
prevailed  at  Edinburgh,  London, 
Paris,  Philadelphia,  New-York, 
and  two  places  in  this  Common- 
wealth, he  says,  "in  all  these 
places  we  find  the  same  observa- 
tions confirmed.     These  are, 

"  1st.  That  smallpox  in  a  mo- 
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tlified  form  may  appear  in  those 
who  have  undergone  that  disease, 
whether  in  the  natural  way  or  by 
inoculation.  This  modified  dis- 
ease is  now  called  the  varioloid 
disease.  It  has  sometimes  been 
fatal. 

"  2d.  That  the  same  varioloid 
disease  may  appear  in  those  who 
have  undergone  the  cowpox  ;  al- 
though it  would  seem  to  have 
been  more  rarely  fatal  in  them 
than  in  those  who  have  before  had 
the  sDiallpox." 

Now  had  Dr.  H.  started  this 
objection  eight  years  ago,  to  Dr. 
Thompson's  book,  or  had  he  pub- 
lished it  in  reply  to  Dr.  Jackson, 
it  might  have  had  the  appearance 
of  weight,  until  those  gentlemen 
had  pointed  to  facts  and  truth 
for  their  justification.  But  after 
this  liability  of  the  vaccinated  to 
varioloid  had  been  so  frequently 
presented  to  the  public,  I  deem  it 
impossible  in  the  nature  of  things, 
that  the  suggestion  of  a  remedy 
can,  under  any  circumstances, 
excite  alarm,  or  unsettle  the  pub- 
lic mind  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
ventive power  of  cowpox. 

But  perhaps  it  is  the  proportion 
of  cases  in  which  I  have  found  re- 
vaccination  successful,  that  Dr. 
H.  supposes  may  unsettle  the 
public  mind.  By  reference  to 
my  original  paper  it  will  be  seen 
that  this  ratio  is  represented,  not 
as  a  uniform  ratio,  but  only  as  it 
has  occurred  in  my  oicn  practice. 
I  did  not  argue  that  such  must,  of 
consequence,  be  the  proportion  in 
the  practice  of  all  others.  It 
must,  on  the  contrary,  differ  great- 
ly with  different  physicians,  and 
wath  the  same  physician  in  differ- 
ent seasons. 

Second,  Dr.  H.  repeats  his  for- 
mer objection  to  re-vaccination, 
"  that  there  would  be  no  end  to 


it" — which  I  before  answered  ir. 
the  following  words.  "  The  fal- 
lacy of  this  objection  it  is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  show,  since  in 
the  next  sentence  but  one  he  (Dr. 
H.)  adds,  '  it  must  of  course  be 
repeated  as  long  as  it  continues  to 
produce  the  genuine  vesicle.'  " 
He  now  quotes  this  remark  so  far 
as  the  word  show,  and  placing 
a  period  there,  he  adds,  that  this 
is  a  very  easy  mode  of  getting 
over  an  objection,  but  by  no  means 
a  satisfactory  one.  Although'  it 
was  doubtless  accidental  that  the 
whole  was  not  quoted,  yet  I  con- 
ceive no  other  answer  is  required, 
than  my  entire  sentence  affords. 

I  still  repeat,  that  what  Dr.  H. 
says  about  casual  failure  is  as  ap- 
plicable to  a  first  vaccination  as 
a  second  ;  and  if  he  rejects  re- 
vaccination  for  this  cau?e,  he 
must  treat  vaccination  with  as 
little  ceremony. 

Third,  Dr.  H.  complains  that 
I  have  done  him  great  injustice, 
in  representing  his  forty  cases  as 
the  whole  amount  of  his  experi- 
ence. Now  had  I  so  stated  it, 
no  injustice  would  have  been  done 
him,  since,  in  all  he  had  written 
on  this  subject,  is  neither  the 
history  of,  nor  the  remotest  allu- 
sion to  any  other  cases  in  his  own 
practice,  than  those  he  has  enu- 
merated ;  and  in  noticing  this  ob- 
jection, I  was  bound  to  consider 
it,  in  extent,  neither  greater  nor 
less  than  he  had  represented  it. 

The  fact  is,  however,  wishing 
to  have  it  clearly  understood  that 
my  remark  was  confined  to  those 
forty  cases,  and  with  the  express 
object  of  thus  restricting  it,  I' 
used  the  following  expression. 
"  Dr.  Hayward's  whole  experi- 
ence as  he  has  given  it.''^  Now 
since  Dr.  H.,  in  referring  to  this 
remark,    has     quoted    only    the 
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words  "  whole  experience,"  I 
apprehend  that  the  restricting 
clause  either  must  have  escaped 
his  notice,  or  he  must  have  put 
upon  it  a  construction  which  was 
not  intended. 

Dr.  H.  next  states  something 
further  opposing  the  doctrine  that 
cowpock  can  be  communicated  a 
second  time  to  some  individuals. 
He  says,  that  in  the  course  of  about 
fourteen  years  practice,  he  has 
annually  vaccinated  several  who 
had  undergone  the  cowpock,  with- 
out inducing  the  disease  in  any. 
Besides  this,  he  has  given  a  note 
from  Dr.  Randall,  who  represents 
the  result  of  his  experience  to 
be  similar.  All  these  facts  should 
have  their  due  weight.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  support  of  this  doc- 
trine, the  experience  of  other 
gentlemen  is  entitled  to  like 
consideration. 

Dr.  Robert  Thaxter,  of  Dor- 
chester, in  a  letter  on  this  sub- 
ject, says  as  follows  : — 

"  I  had  frequently  inoculated 
with  covvpox  persons  who  said  they 
had  been  vaccinated  before,  and 
several  times  produced  very  satis- 
factory pustules.  In  several  of 
my  own  patients,  however,  whose 
pustules  were  not  satisfactory,  I 
had  not  been  able  to  produce  the 
disease  a  second  time  ;  therefore 
I  had  almost  concluded,  that  a 
person  could  not  have  the  disease 
a  second  time  :  but  the  facts 
which  I  shall  relate  have  changed 
my  opinion. 

"  During  the  months  of  January 
and  February  last,  1  re-vaccinated 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  per- 
sons. Thirty  of  them  had  been 
vaccinated  by  myself.  Seventeen 
of  them  were  not  seen  afterwards. 
Of  the  remaining  one  hundred  and 
seventeen,  fourteen  resisted  the 
disease   altogether.      On  fifteen, 


small  pustules  formed,  which 
passed  through  the  several  stages 
of  the  disease,  so  as  to  leave  a  dry 
scab  on  the  eighth  day.  Probably 
several  more  had  dry  scabs  form- 
ed on  the  eighth  day  ;  but  were 
not  seen  till  several  days  after. 
The  remainder  passed  through 
the  disease  with  more  or  less  re- 
gularity. In  most  of  them  the 
disease  was  preroature,  the  efflo- 
rescence being  at  its  height  on  the 
seventh  or  eighth  day.  Several 
had  extensive  inflammations.  The 
scabs  were  generally  very  good. 
In  a  family  consisting  of  a  man,  his 
wife,  two  sons,  and  two  daughters, 
who  had  all,  except  the  youngest 
daughter,  been  previously  vacci- 
nated, the  disease  was  produced 
pretty  perfectly,  though  rather 
premature.  On  the  eighth  day 
the  arms  of  the  two  daughters 
resembled  each  other  so  much, 
that  I  could  not  distinguish  any 
difference  between  them.  The 
inflammation  on  both  was  exten- 
sive, and  nearly  at  its  height  on 
that  day. 

"  As  I  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  inspecting  all  the  cases  very 
accurately,  I  will  relate  the  cir- 
cumstances in  my  own  family  as 
a  specimen  of  the  others.  I  vac- 
cinated my  sister's  children  at 
different  times  ;  M.  and  C.  in 
1816,  E.in  1818,  and  L.  and  B.  in 
1822  ;  and  at  the  time  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  all.  The 
scars  on  all  were  good,  but  most 
perfect  on  M.  and  L.  I  re-vac- 
cinated them  the  last  winter. 
Within  thirty-six  hours  the  punc- 
tures began  to  show  a  little  inflam- 
mation, and  to  itch.  The  itching 
continued  more  troublesome  than 
common,  to  all,  particularly  to  M., 
who  complained  of  it  very  much. 
In  two  or  three  days,  all  appear- 
ance of  disease  disappeared  from 
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C.'s  arm.  On  M.'s  arm  a  small 
vesicle  formed,  an  areola  formed 
round  it  on  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
an  inch  or  more  in  diameter,  and 
by  the  eighth  day  all  inflammation 
had  subsided  and  a  pretty  good  scab 
was  formed.  On  the  arras  of  the 
other  three  the  disease  progress- 
ed very  regularly.  The  only  va- 
riation, which  I  perceived,  was, 
that  it  was  about  twenty-four 
hours  earlier  than  usual.  The 
Bcabs  were  good,  and  have  left 
pretty  good  scars,  though  not  quite 
so  deep  as  those  of  the  first  inocu- 
lation. The  scar  of  the  second 
inoculation  on  L.'s  arm  is  moie 
perfect  than  the  scar  on  C.'s  arm, 
who  resisted  re-vaccination.  In 
1809,  I  vaccinated  two  children, 
a  brother  and  sister.  The  sister 
was  re-vaccinated  this  winter,  and 
the  disease  produced  as  perfectly 
as  on  L. — her  arm  now  exhibiting 
four  pretty  good  scars,  two  from 
the  first  inoculation,  and  two  from 
the  last.  The  brother  was  ex- 
posed with  impunity  several 
weeks  to  one  cf  the  fatal  caoes  o*" 
smallpox,  which  occurred  at 
Brookline,  last  winter." 

Dr.  B.  Waterhouse  has  re- 
cently communicated  one  or  two 
similar  cases,  as  will  appear  by 
the  following  extract  of  a  letter 
to  me,  dated  June  23d,  1828. 

"  A  few  days  since  I  had  a  visit 
from  honest  Fancher,  whom  I  had 
not  seen  for  several  years.  He 
gave  me  one  or  two  instances  of  a 
second  infection  after  decided 
smallpox  andkinepock.  The  lat- 
ter was  a  strong  marked  case, 
under  his  own  eye  and  clear  re- 
collection." 

Dr.  N.  Barrett,  of  Northamp- 
ton, after  informing  me  that  he  has 
recently  re-vaccinated  to  a  great 
extent,  says, 

"  Occasionally     perfect    cow- 


pock  has  been  produced.  In  one 
family,  after  re-vaccination  ceas- 
ed to  have  any  effect,  I  endeavor- 
ed to  propagate  the  varioloid  dis- 
ease, by  inoculation  from  a  vesicle 
of  the  seventh  day,  and  not  an  in- 
dividual contracted  the  disease. 
This  family  consisted  of  fourteen 
members:  all  were  re-vaccinated 
except  one,  which  was  vaccinated 
by  myself.  This  one  had  the  dis- 
ease in  a  very  aggravated  form."* 
The  facts  contained  in  the 
above  extracts  are  highly  impor- 
tant, as  they  go  to  prove  one  of 
the  positions  on  which  is  founded 
the  hope  that  the  varioloid  disease 
may  be  prevented  by  re-vaccina- 
tion. 

To  be  continued. 


II. 

From  the  London  Med.  Gazette. 

The  Management  of  Children  from 
the  Birth,  in  England  aiid  par- 
ticularly ill  London. 

By  Dr.  Wili^iam  Hunter. 
Continued  from  p.  365. 


DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN. 

1 .   Imperfections  with  which  Chil- 
dren are  sometimes  born. 

Marks,  as  they  are  called,  are 
parts  of  the  skin,  small  in  some, 
in  others  very  extensive  ;  of  an 
unnatural  color,  viz.  red,  brown, 
or  almost  black  ;  generally  in  time 
covered  with  a  good  deal  of  long 
soft  hair,  but  often  not  ;  and  the 
skin  very  often  uneven.  The 
cause  of  them  is  not  known  ;  but  it 
is  demonstrable  that  they  do  nort 


'  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  the  facts  I  have  here  given  are  uncon- 
nected with  any  theory,  as  I  am  not  ap- 
prized of  tlic  motives  or  opinions  which  led 
citlier  of  the  centlcmcn  to  re-vaccinate. 
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in  any  sense  arise  from  sights, 
frights,  longings,  or  imagination  in 
the  mother  ;  and  nothing  has  any 
effect  in  removing  them  but  chi- 
rurgical  operations.  The  red 
spots  which  we  see  in  many  newly- 
born  children  upon  the  lower  parts 
of  the  forehead,  eye-brows,  and 
eye-lids,  disappear  gradually  of 
themselves,  and  require  nothing 
to  be  done  for  them  ;  but  marks 
which  push  out  beyond  the  surface 
of  the  body,  and  are  very  red, 
spongy,  and  vascular, — viz.  of  the 
mulberry  appearance — especially 
if  on  the  face  or  neck,  should  be 
completely  cut  out  while  the  child 
is  young,  because  the  operation  at 
that  age  is  not  so  formidable  ;  and 
such  marks  are  apt  to  increase 
amazingly  in  bulk,  and  to  require 
the  operation  at  last,  when  it  has 
become  much  more  difficult. 

Tlie  Hare-lip^  as  to  its  cause, 
19  like  a  mark;  that  is,  unaccount- 
able. If  it  be  such  as  admits  of 
the  operation,  thel  sooner  it  is 
done  the  better.  We  know,  from 
experience,  that  it  will  succeed 
as  well  as  when  done  at  any  later 
period  :  the  infant  has  not  reflec- 
tion to  furnish  it  with  images  of 
terror  :  and  the  parents  in  a  few 
days  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
their  child  without  horror,  and 
showing  it  to  their  friends  without 
shocking  them. 

Cloven  Palate. — Whether  this 
be  accompanied  with  a  hare-lip  or 
not,  nothing  has  as  yet  been  found 
out  that  is  of  any  service.  Such 
children,  though  they  suck,  can 
hardly  ever  draw  milk  from  the 
breast  ;  and  therefore  they  are 
brought  up  by  the  spoon  or  boat. 
Their  food  partly  returns  through 
the  nose.  In  time,  they  learn  to 
swallow  without  discharging  any 
thing  by  the  nose,  when  they  are 
not  hurried.     When  they  grow  up 


to  speak,  their  voice  is  always  af- 
fected in  proportion  to  the  large- 
ness of  the  fissure  in  the  palate. 
Then,  indeed,  an  artificial  palate 
may  be  fixed  so  as  to  be  very 
useful,  provided  the  fissure  be 
continued  through  the  bony  part  ; 
but,  if  only  in  the  posterior  and 
fleshy  part,  no  method  has  yet 
been  devised  of  fixing  the  artifi- 
cial palate. 

Tongue-tied. — Nurses  have  an 
opinion  that  a  child's  tongue  is 
very  frequently  so  tied  down  near 
the  point  that  it  cannot  well  suck, 
and  that  it  will  be  hurt  in  its 
speech  when  grown  up  ;  and  that 
therefore  the  bridle,  in  all  such 
cases,  ought  to  be  cut.  But  it  is 
a  vulgar  error.  The  operation  is 
done,  in  most  cases,  either  through 
ignorance  or  in  corapFiance  with 
prejudice.  I  never  saw  above 
two  cases  where  it  seemed  really 
advisable,  or  could  be  of  any  use. 

Imperforated  Intestine. — This 
case  happens  frequently  ;  and, 
therefore,  when  a  child  has  no 
stool  for  many  hours  after  its 
birth,  we  should  examine  the 
part;  to  see  that  there  is  a  pas- 
sage. When  there  is  such  a  de- 
fect, in  most  cases  it  is  very  ap- 
parent outwardly  ;  but  sometimes 
the  outward  appearance  is  natu- 
ral, and  yet  the  bowel  is  grown 
together  a  little  within  the  body. 
In  either  case  the  operation  is 
successful  when  the  part  of  the 
gut  which  is  obliterated  is  thin  ; 
but,  in  most  cases  of  imperfora- 
tion,  there  is  a  deficiency  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  intes- 
tine ;  and,  therefore,  in  fact,  the 
greater  number  of  such  children 
are  lost. 

Intestines  in  the  beginning  of  the 
JSTa eel- string. — When  a  child  is 
born  with  a  great  quantity  of  the 
bowels  protruded   at  the   navel, 
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nothing  can  be  done  for  its  relief  : 
even  when  a  few  convolutions  of 
the  intestines  only  are  lodged  in 
the  beginning  of  the  navel-string, 
as  well  as  we  can  judge  from  one 
instance,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
reduce  them,  upon  account  of 
their  adhering  firmly  all  round  to 
the  oritice. 

Club  Foot. — A  child  is  some- 
times born  with  the  foot  flattened, 
and  lying  so  that  the  upper  sur- 
face of  the  foot  is  close  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  leg — the  toes 
pointing  upwards,  and  the  heel 
downwards.  Sometimes  both  the 
feet  are  in  that  condition,  but 
more  commonly  one  only.  In 
some  children,  a  hand  has  taken 
the  same  sort  of  unnatural  posi- 
tion. Though  ignorant  people  are 
shocked  with  the  appearance,  it 
in  reality  arises  from  the  foot 
having  been  pressed  and  kept  in 
that  particular  situation  for  a  con- 
siderable time  before  birth  ;  and 
thence,  by  taking  a  little  pains  to 
keep  the  foot  more  and  more  in 
the  common  situation,  by  means 
of  a  thick  soft  cushion  bound  upon 
the  fore-part  between  the  ankles, 
such  deformities  are  certainly 
cured. 

But  whether  from  the  same 
cause,  which  is  presumed  to  be 
the  case  more  commonly,  or  from 
some  more  criminal  cause,  as  in 
other  cases  of  monstrous  produc- 
tions, a  child's  foot  (and  some- 
times both  feet)  is  exceedingly 
distorted,  the  heel  drawn-*  little 
too  much  upwards,  the  toes  and 
adjacent  parts  of  the  foot  too  much 
bended,  and  turned  too  much  in- 
wards, and  the  sole  of  the  foot, 
instead  of  being  downwards,  is 
turned  directly  inwards  ;  so  that 
were  the  child  supposed  to  use 
its  foot,  in  standing  or  walking,  in 
that  state,  it  would  be  supported 


principally  on  the  outer  edge  of 
the  metatarsus^  the  heel  not  com- 
ing to  the  ground  ;  and  the  weight 
of  the  body  would  increase  the 
evil,  till  the  outer  ankle  came 
down  to  the  ground.  Accordingly, 
when  this  misfortune  happens  in  a. 
considerable  degree  among  very 
poor  people,  the  patient  becomes 
a  cripple  for  life,  with  what  we 
call  a  club-foot  :  but,  by  a  care- 
ful management  with  bandages, 
and  proper  shoes,  or  machines, 
used  from  the  birth,  the  child  is 
almost  entirely  restored  to  nearly 
the  natural  use  and  form  of  the 
part.  The  longer  the  use  of  the 
proper  means  is  delayed,  the  more 
difficult,  or  the  more  incomplete, 
the  cure  will  be  ;  because  all  the 
ligaments,  and  especially  the 
bones,  grow  harder,  and  adapt 
themselves  to  the  deformity.  The 
process  is  well  understood  in  Lon- 
don ;  but  without  very  good  draw- 
ings, to  illustrate  the  doctrine,  a 
description  would  be  unintelli- 
gible. 

Tumor  on  the  Head. — In  many 
children,  a  few  hours  after  birth, 
a  large  soft  tumor  appears  on  the 
head,  commonly  a  little  to  one 
side  of  the  very  top  of  the  head. 
It  is  formed  by  blood,  from  the 
rupture  of  a  vessel  in  the  scalp  at 
birth.  Frequently  there  seems 
an  edge  of  the  skull  all  around,  as 
if  there  were  a  large  perforation, 
or  want  of  the  bone,  at  that  place. 
But  this  is  a  deception.  Some 
very  good  sui-geons  make  it  a  rule 
to  open  it :  but  it  is  cruelty,  for 
there  is  never  occasion.  The 
child's  health  is  never  hurt  by  it  ; 
and  it  always  goes  away  of  itself, 
generally  within  the  month,  some- 
times later  ;  and,  for  the  most 
part,  it  continues  without  dimi- 
nishing to  very  near  the  last;  then 
it  begins   to  be  sensibly  a  little 
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softer,  like  a  bag  of  fluid  that  is  a 
little  emptied;  after  which  it  dis- 
appears very  fast.  I  have  never 
seen  one  case  that  did  not  do  well 
of  itself;  not  even  among  above 
12,000  children  that  have  been 
born  at  the  British  hospital,  which 
I  have  attended  since  its  institu- 
tion. At  first,  I  tried  many  dis- 
cutient  applications  ;  but  I  soon 
found  that  they  were  both  useless 
and  unnecessary. 

Jaundice. — In  two  or  three  days 
after  birth,  or  later,  most  child- 
ren take  a  yellowish  cast  of  com- 
plexion ;  many  take  on  a  bright, 
or  even  a  dark  yellow  color, 
which  goes  off  in  a  (ew  days, 
when  slight,  sieldom  continuing  in 
any  degree  longer  than  a  fortnight. 
It  has  been  common  to  give  them 
rhubarb,  or  other  purging  medi- 
cines. But  if  the  child  be  well 
in  other  respects,  there  is  not  the 
least  occasion  to  consider  it  as  a 
complaint :  it  always  goes  off  gra- 
dually, and  is  not  in  any  sense  un- 
favorable. When  the  jaundice  is 
very  dark,  approaching  to  black, 
the  case  is  serious  ;  but  it  is  so 
because  the  child  is  then  ill  in 
some  other  respect,  and  will  re- 
quire only  the  treatment  which 
the  other  symptoms  indicate. 

Swelled  Breasts. — In  about  a 
week  after  birth,  the  breasts  of 
boys,  as  well  as  of  girls,  are  apt 
to  swell  round  the  nipple,  and  to 
grow  red  and  painful  ;  and,  upon 
pressing  or  milking  them,  a  thick 
white  fluid  is  often  discharged  at 
the  nipple,  which  nurses  call  milk. 
The  swelling  always  goes  away 
of  itself,  is  no  mark  of  a  bad  con- 
stitution, and  requires  no  medi- 
cine. I  recommend  rubbing  them 
very  lightly  with  warm  olive  oil  ; 
and  when  there  is  much  inflam- 
mation, which  happens  sometimes, 
to  apply    an   emollient  poultice, 


such  as  bread  and  milk.  I  never 
saw  any  of  them  produce  a  sore, 
or  any  other  mischief. 

Red  Gum. — The  common  erup- 
tion on  the  skin  of  infants  we  call 
red  gum^  because  the  little  heats 
are  generally  of  that  complexion; 
and  sometimes  we  call  them  only 
the  gum  ;  whence  we  sometimes 
give  them  the  name  of  ichite  gum, 
viz.  when  the  little  cutaneous  ele- 
vations are  clear  or  whitish.  Some 
infants  have  nothing  of  the  gum 
kind,  and  continue  very  healthy  ; 
but  in  most,  something  of  that 
sort  generally  comes  out  in  the 
course  of  a  week  or  two  after 
birth.  In  some  the  eruption  is  in 
very  small  grains  ;  in  others  the 
pimples  are  large,  almost  like  the 
smallpox,  suppurate,  and  in  drying 
make  scabs,  in  which  case  we  say 
that  the  gum  is  very  rank.  The 
red  gum  appears  to  he  a  healthful 
symptom,  for  it  is  no  mark  of  a 
bad  constitution;  and  we  frequent- 
ly see  a  child  who  appeared  to 
be,  some  way  or  other,  not  well, 
growing  presentlymore  lively  and 
easy,  after  a  plentiful  eruption  of 
the  red  gum  ;  and  sometimes  we 
likewise  think  that,  when  the  red 
gum  disappears  suddenly,  the 
child  seems  evidently  to  suffer  in 
its  health,  and  as  evidently  to  grow 
better  again  when  the  red  gum 
comes  out.  A  very  rank  red  gum, 
indeed,  rather  gives  an  alarm,  be- 
cause in  such  cases  the  child  is, 
in  fact,  or  soon  becomes,  un- 
healthy. 

When  we  wish  the  red  gum  to 
keep  out,  or  to  come  out,  we 
keep  the  child  a  little  warmer, 
and  give,  night  and  morning,  five 
or  six  grains  of  Gascoigne's  pow- 
der. 

Sore  Ears. — In  some  children, 
little  heats  come  out  behind  the 
ears  ;  the  skin  chafes  there,  and 
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discharges  a  good  deal.     AVe  look  — Liiiu 

upon   this    as   being  healthful    in  BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  JULY  29,  1828. 

most  instances,  therefore  treat  it 

as  the  red  gum,  by  doing  no  more         state  of  the   profession. 

for  it  than  wasiiing  it  two  or  three  There   are   many  circumstances   in 

times  a  day  with  warm  water,  or  the   present   state    of    the     medical 

milk  and  water,  and  put  a  greased  world  in  the  great  metropoHs  of  the 

rag  behind  the  ear,  to  keep  the  i>ritisl,  Empire,  which  are  well  wor- 

parts  from    forming  a  scab,   and  a  ,    +•  i    •    ,  i.r.,       ,     ,\  i     , 

'  ...  .'^         -itr       r  t'ly  01  bein;'  known  to    the  members 

irom  stickmsr  together.     We  olten      r  ,  r     •  i 

1        .,  -  I    ..1         1-  01  the  profession  every  where  ;  since 

order  the  nurse  to  rub  the  skin  '  ■'  ' 

behind  the  ear  with  a  coarse  dry  ^hey  may  aflord  salutary  lessons  with 

rag,  to  bring  a  discharge    there  regard  to  their  conduct,  whether  as 

when  there  is  none.  .  individuals  or  as  members  of  a  com- 

Sore  JWtvel. — The  same  sort  of  munity  of  professional  brethren.     In 

humor,  peculiar  to  the  first  stage  London,  as  must  be  obvious,  is  col- 

of  infancy,  often   shows  itself  at  i^.t^^  together  a  very  large   num- 

the  navel.      Ihe   string  drops  on  ,         r  ■■  •     .u     j-a- 

,         .  ..•  r         xi  ber    CI   practitioners    in    the    diner- 

commonly  at  any  time   irom  the  .  , ' 

fourth  to  the  fourteenth  day,  and  ^^'"^"^  departments  of  tne  art,  not  on- 
sometimes  even  considerably  lat-  'y  interested  as  a  body  in  the  consi- 
er.  In  many  children  it  gives  no  deration  and  discussion  of  scientific 
sensible  discharge,  and  therefore  subjects  and  the  acquisition  of  know- 
requires  no  dressing.  The  com-  ledge  and  experience,  but  as  indivi- 
mou  application,  in  that  case,  is  duals  in  obtaining  reputation  and  prac- 
the   singed   rag  for  a  vyeek  or  so  ^-^^^     ^  ^odv  like   this,   equalling 

after  the  striniT  drops  ;  but  m  ma-         in-      '     .      .i        ■    •      r.i 

,  .,  ,  r   r         li  probably  in  number  the  whole  or  the 

ny  children,   beiore   the  separa-  .  .  .      ,  .  ^^ 

tion   of  the    string,  and  for  some  practitioners  in   the   state    of  ^ew- 

time  after,  the  navel  grows  fiery  York,  for  instance,  is,  from  the  very 

and  sore,  and  discharges  plenti-  circumstance  of  its  difierent  compo- 

fully.  nent  parts  being  brought  more  into 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  the  same  contact  and  competition,  more  easily 

kind    of  humor   which,    in   other  interested  in  and  excited  by  the  agi- 

cases,  falls  upon  the  ears,  eyes,  ^^^-^^^  ^^  ^..^ue^.g  relating  to  the  po- 

&c.  ;  and,  as  in  the  case  of  sore  ,.  ,,      ,,        -^         r ,, 

'         '    .          ^,           .           ,.  lice  as  well  as  the  science  01  the  pro- 
eyes,  sometimes  there  is   a   dis-  „     .        ,  .    .,  ,         ' 

charge  of  blood.     The   common  ^^'''''"'  ^h^'"  ^  '''"''^''  ""'"''*'''  "^  '"" 

application,  in  this  case,  is  a  large  dividuals  differently  situated.    There 

raisin,  split   and  deprived   of  the  is  the  same  difference  as  between  the 

stony  seeds,  and  the  pulpy  surface  population  of  a  city  and  of  a  thinly 

laid   to  the  sore.      This  does  not  inhabited  county.    The  medical  men 

check  the  discharge,  and  it  keeps  of  the  metropolis  form  a  community 

the  rag  and  roller  with  which  it  is  ^  themselves,  having  their  own  in- 
bound  from  stickin<r  or  scabbinsr.  ,  <-    ,.  ,    .  .      ■  ' 

If  the  infiammation  and  swellii'g  '''''''  ""'^  ^^"''"S^'  ^'^^"'  °^^°  '"^^'- 

be  considerable,  we  apply  a  poul-  ^"''""''  Prejudices,  6,c. 
tice  of  bread  and  milk.  Such  a  community  can   never  be 

(To  be  continued.)  without  its  disscusions,  contests,  and 
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hostilities.     Still  as  these  were  not  sons  particularly  cautious  and  atten- 

alluded  to    in    the    public   journals,  tive  in  the  performance  of  their  pub- 

tliey  were  unknown    beyond   the   li-  lie  duties.     Besides,  by  the  publica- 

inits  of  the  city,  and  probably  of  the  tion,  in  the  Lancet,  of  Lectures  of 

hospital  or  district  in  which  they  ex-  teachers  and  of  the  hospital  reports 

isted.     Within   a  few  years,  a   new  of  the  whole  city,  unfair  as  they  of- 

slate  of  things  has  arisen.     Ajournal  ten  have  been,  and    colored  and  dis- 

was    established — the    Lancet — the  torted    for    particular    purposes,    a 

proposed  object  of  which  was  Medi-  great  mass  of  valuable  professional 

cal  and    Surgical   Reform.     Abuses,  matter  has  been  circulated  ;  and  what 

it  was  asserted,   had  crept  into  the  is  better,  the  fashion  of  publication 

management  of  medical  institutions—  has  been  set,  which  v^ill  be  followed 

monopolies  existed — ignorance   and  to  the  manifest  advantage  of  the  sci- 

incompetence  were  in  places  of  trust  ence. 

and  honor — "  preferment  went  by  fa-  It  is  right  to  give  credit  where  it 
vor  and  affection."  The  Editor  of  is  due,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  Lancet  was  to  perform  the  Her-  to  this  extent  the  influence  of  the 
culean  task  of  cleansing  away  the  au-  Lancet  has  been  beneficial.  Yet 
gean  filth  which  had  accumulated.  He  we  doubt  whether  even  this  much 
established  himself  as  the  censor  of  has  proceeded  from  the  pure  desire 
the  medical  world  ;  employed  himself  of  doing  good.  The  temper,  spirit 
in  prying  into  the  intimate  causes  of  and  motive  of  this  journal  appears  to 
all  the  evils  he  pointed  out,  and  was  be  radically  bad.  It  is  vulgar,  low 
tobring  to  light  and  ex[)ose  in  open  and  abusive.  If  it  cries  down  abuses, 
<^ay,  all  who  in  any  way  were  interest-  it  seems  actuated  more  by  a  hatred 
ed  in,  or  promoted  the  abuses  which  of  those  who  benefit  by  them,  than 
existed.  from  any  proper  love  of  right  and 
That  abuses  did  exist,  that  the  justice.  Its  malignity  has  been  chief- 
profession  have  been  roused  to  a  ly  directed  against  what  may  be  call- 
sense  of  their  pernicious  influence,  ed  the  aristocracy  of  the  profession  ; 
and  that  eflective  steps  have  been  ta-  that  is  to  say,  against  those  individu- 
ken  towards  their  remedy,  cannot  be  als,  who,  by  their  talents,  opportuni- 
doubted  ;  neither,  we  think,  can  it  be  ties,  patronage,  or  any  other  causes, 
well  denied  that  the  influence  of  tlie  hftve  become  eminent  in  public  opin- 
Lancet,  in  this  particular,  has  been  ion  as  professional  men.  The  cliarac- 
beneficial.  Neither  can  it  be  doubt-  tf'rs  and  conduct  of  these  individu- 
ed  that,  by  keeping  a  watch  over  the  a's  are  attacked  without  reserve,  and 
conduct  of  the  individuals  having  assailed  in  the  most  indecent  Ian- 
charge  of  the  public  institutions,  it  guage.  Their  practice  at  the  hospi- 
has  awakened  thtun  to  a  more  tho-  tals,  their  operations,  their  writings, 
rough  performance  of  their  duly,  are  criticised  uns|)aringly.  And, 
The  knowledge  that  even  inadvert-  what  is  worse  than  all,  those  unfortu- 
ent  and  unavoidable  errors  would  be  nate  and  unsuccessful  occurrences  in 
exposed  and  dwelt  upon  with  scrupu-  practice,  which  occasionally  fall  to 
lous  malignity,  must  make  such  per-  the    lot    of  every    practilionur,    are 
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seized   upon   with    avidity,    dragged  descended   to  personalities  only  less 

out  to  public  notice,  represented  in  offensive   than   those  which  disgrace 

the  raost  unfavorable  light — the  prac-  its  rival. 

titioner    accused    of  ignorance    and  The  editor  of  this  journal  does  not? 

want  of  skill,  and  held  u^p  as  an  ob-  we   believe,  avow   hiniselt^       If  wo 

ject  worthy  of  public  indignation.  may  take  the    word  of  Mr.  Wakley, 

It  will  not  be  amiss  we  think  to  the  editor  of  the  Lancet,  it  is  can- 
present  to  our  readers  a  few  exam-  ducted  by  Dr.  Roderick  McLeod, 
pies  of  the  style  in  which  these  at-  who  is  also  the  editor  of  tho  London 
tacks  are  made.  It  will  be  instruc-  Medical  and  Physical  Journal.  Dr. 
tive,  and  may  serve  to  warn  us  from  McLeod  has  lately  prosecuted  Mr. 
giving  in,  in  any  degree,  to  that  spirit  Wakley  for  a  libel  in  the  Lancet,  and 
of  jealousy  and  detraction  which  has  has  recovered  small  damages,  ai'id 
been  said  to  bo  characteristic  of  our  op  this  account,  as  well  as  from  be- 
profession.  It  is  also  an  important  j^g  the  editor  of  the  rival  journal,  he 
fact  in  the  medical  history  of  our  has  become  one  of  the  principal  ob- 
tiraes,  that  a  journal  conducted  in  jects  of  the  abuse  of  the  Lancet, 
such  a  spirit,  should  have  acquired  He  is  spoken  of  under  such  respect- 
and  maintained  so  extensive  a  popu-  ful  names  as  "'  Roderick  the  GotJi'^ — 
larity,  and  exercised  so  great  an  in-  "  the  yclloio  Goth,'"  alluding  to  the 
fluence  in  the  most  enlightened  city  color  of  the  covers  of  the  Medical 
of  the  world.  Many  in  the  profes-  and  PhysicalJournal— or  plain  i2of/e- 
sion  have,  as  it  appears,  actually  rick  31cLeod.  His  two  Journals  are 
stood  in  awe  of  this  common  libeller^  quoted,  one  as  the  "  Monthly  Fun- 
for  all  who  have  had  the  indepen-  gus,"  the  other  as  the  "  Weekly  Ex- 
dence  and  spirit  to  stand  out  in  open  crescence,''  as  for  example  : — 
hostility,  have  been  immediately  "  Roderick  Macleod,  the  editor 
made  the  subjects  of  its  attacks.  of  the  Weekly  Excrescence,  is   still 

At   the   beginning   of  the  present  tl>e   same  Roderick  JMacleod   who 

year,    however,    a    weekly   journal,  wearied  and  disgusted  his  readers  as 

•^           ,                           ,     ,          .  ,     ,  the   editor  of  the  Monthly  Fungus, 

upon  the  same  general  plan  with  the  ^e  seems   to   have    reckoned   upon 

Lancet  m  respect  to  its  materials,  but  catching  a  few  unsuspecting  purchas- 

differing  in  its  temper  and  spirit,  has  ers,    by    concealing    his   name,    and 

been  instituted  in  London,  apparent-  publishing   his   trash    under  false  co- 

1           7       .!              •          r  .1      •   J-  •  If^rs  ;    but  how  could  he  remain  con- 

Iv   under   tiie  ausi)ices  of  the  mdivi-  i    i       i         ■    i      -i-. 

'                              '  cealed,  when    mibecility,  ignorance, 

duals,  or  the  party,  to  which  the  Lan-  and    malignity,  marked   the   Weekly 

cet  is  particularly  inimical.     This  is  Excrescence  for  his  own  ?" 

the   London    Medical   Gazette,  from    ^^nd  a^ain  : 

which  many  useful  extracts  have  al-  u  ^^  of  good  cheer,  Roderick,  and 

ready  appeared  in  our  columns.    The  try  thy  hand  at  poetry  again  !     What^ 

particular  object   of  this  publication  though  thou  mistookest   a  Greek  po- 

seems   to   be  to  neutralize  the   influ-  *^"'  ""  astronomy  fur  an   anatomical 

^  ,      T                     111         .    .  treatise,  thy   verse   was  nevertheless 

ence  ot  the  Lancet:  and  a  though  in  „,.^,i  „„  a                       i 

'                     °  as  good  as  thy  prose,  and  not  worse 

.  general   respectfully   conducted   and  than  some  of  thy  prescriptions  !     Be 

in  a  good  spirit,  it  has  occasionally  not  discouraged,  Yellow  Guth  !  and 
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pftr?i/IventtJrR  thou  mayest  improve. 
Resume,  O  medical  Melibceus,  tliy 
oaten  pipe ;  solace  thyself  with  pa.«- 
loral  and  sulphur  ;  but  middle  not 
with  a  lans^uage  of  which  fhou  know- 
est  as  little  as  thy  patients  know  of 
the  composition  of  the  pilu/.a;  r.  mica 
paniSf  which  thou  art  wont,  with  so 
much  wit  and  honesty,  to  prescribe 
for  them  V* 

Or  still  worse  : — 

"  A  friend  of  ours  was  sitting  late- 
ly in  Calt.o-w  and  VVrtsox's  Read- 
ing Room,  when  that  facetious  wigtit, 
Job  ByRiV!^,  entered,  and  took  up  the 
first  weekly  excrescence  of  Mac- 
Leod's Yf;/xow  Ftjsoas.  lie  had 
just  raised  it  to  reading  distance, 
when  he  suddenly  removed  it  from 
the  neighborhood  of  his  olfactory 
organ,  with  a  gesture  and  expression 
of  face  indicating  strong  disgust.  Jok 
was  asked   what  he  had  got  there. 

*  A  Bat's  *  *  *  *j'  was  the  short  re- 
ply; affording  an  unexpected  con- 
firmation of  the  naturalist's  remark 
-oil  the  bat-kind  :  '  alvi  dejectiones 
in  hoc  genere  fcetore  horribili  imbu- 
tsS  sunt.'  " 

The  delivery  of  the  llunteriao 
oration  by  Sir  William  Biizard,  an 
aged,  and,  we  believe,  distinguished 
surgeon  of  his  day,  is  noficeff  in  the 
following  indecent  and  brutal  terms  : 

"  The  Stammering  Oration  wa« 
delivered  on  Thursday  Ia«t,  by  Sir 
William  Blizard,  At  present,  in  the 
way  of  commentary,  we  shall  merely 
slate  that  Sir  William  has  reached 
the  age  of  EroHTV-EionT,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  reader  will  not  be  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  following  pas- 
sage, WW  know  not  what  else  to  call 
it,  may  be  regarded  as  an  accurate 
specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  the 

*  orator'  endeavored  to  instruct  and 
amuse  his  audience. 

"  '  The  a-a-a'a-na-lo-lo-gy — analo- 
gy (suddenly  endeavoring  i6  correct 
himself)  eu-eu-eudodo'lo-gy — eulo- 
gy, of  such  a  g-g-g-ni-ni-nius — genius 
tts  Hunter,  demands  a  power  of  e-e-e- 
cxpreasion,   and    an    ac-ac-fjui'/.    ac- 


qtJaintance  with  his  <!is<!oor»^,  ©-€-«- 
tt  cre.Ura.^ "  The  audierjcft  mant' 
festftd  much  dissatisfaction  atrd  im- 
patience. Sir  A.  Cooper  did,  \\*- 
6ttc\,  restore  good  humor  on  one 
occasion,  by  wishing  *  that  ail  the 
members  mifjht  be  able  to  re«rl  as 
well  as  Sir  Wiiliam,  at  the  age  ©f 
eighty-eight.' " 

The  principal  «5bject»  of  attack 
among  the  surgeons,  are  M<fS«f9, 
Earl,  Brodie,  Travers,  Stanley  and 
Bransby  Cooper.  Thes«  gentlemen 
are  style:d  cock  sparrow*,  bat*,  owU, 
ninnyhammers,  &c.  according  to  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  never  scarcely  de- 
signated except  by  some  nickname 
or  disparaging  epithet ;  for  example, 
speaking  of  Mr.  Earl : 

"  A  Cock  Sparrow  is  at  all  peri- 
ods of  the  year  a  pert  and  pfriulant 
bird ;  and  Bats,  though  ibey  are  sel- 
dom seen  at  this  season,  will  occa- 
sionally be  tempted  by  a  little  warmtli 
and  sunshine,  to  emerge  from  their 
dark  recesses,  (Jnc  of  the  latter 
animals,  which  has  ju,st  obtruded  its 
unseemly  visage  upon  public  notice, 
we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
driving  back  to  the  bole  from  which 
it  has  prematurely  crawled.  But,  be- 
fore executing  this  task,  we  must  sub- 
ject to  a  little  salutary  discipline  asmail 
but  marvellously  pert  cock  sparrow." 

Mr.  Brodie  is  treated  in  the  digni- 
fied style  of  the  following  paragraph. 
"  Jirodie  arul  Joe  Hurns. 

"  *  It  is  my  intention,'  said  BaonrR, 
addressing  himself  to  that  facetious 
personage.  Job  Br-R^rs,  '  to  write  a 
monograph  ;  and  I  wish,  Job,  you 
wfiold  help  me  to  a  subject  th?»t  no- 
body has  ever  written  upon  befr»rc, 
and  that  nobody  will  ever  think  of 
writing  upon  hereafter.'  Joo  paused 
a  moment,  cast  a  sly  leer  at  the  que- 
rist, and,  imitating  the  *  cnilnent  sur- 
geon's' raw,  provincial  accent,  ren- 
dered more  dissonant  i^y  hi*  awkward 
attempts  to  make  it  pass  {or  ao 
a^rctable  dash  of  Doric,  replied,  *  I 
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.idvise   you  to   wr'iXo  your  own  panc'  cvor  nn   opportunity   occurs   in    tlio 

S!/^''^'  course    of  various  Hrticles,  wo  meet 

Besides   other    abuse    at   diflerent  "'"''   remarks   and    insinuations   evi- 

times,  we  have  the  followinsj  sarcas-  ilcntly   intended   for  particuhir   indi- 

tic  epitaph  on  a  patient  of  Mr.  Tra-  '^'idu^i's,   some   of  which   we  do  and 

vers,  who  underwent  the   operation  ''""'O    ^^  "'''^1'    "«    <1o   "ot   under- 

of  lithotomy,  although  no  stone  ex-  ^t'"^"^'-     l^"t  at  this  game,  the  Gazette 

isted  in  the  bladder.  ''   ""  match   for  its  antagonist— for 

,,  „  .     .  whatever  defect   there  may  be  in  its 

"  Epitaph.  ■^ 

"Here  lies  a  youth;  and  why  the  youth  ^^"^V^r,   the    Lancet    has   point   and 

lies  here,  edge  enough. 

Since cut  hiai  for  the  stone,  is  ,,        ,                              .   ,     .          -  , 

(.]p^P_  l>ut  the  most  gross  violation  oi  do- 
Uncut,  the  youth  from  all  disease  was  cency,  and  of  oflence  against  manly 

The  stone  Hen  cut  for,  is  the  sfonc  you  »"^  generous  feeling,  by  the  Lancet, 
sec."  occurs   in  the  account  which  it  gives 
We  do  not   introduce  these  quota-  of  n   l<'vto  unfortunate  operation  for 
tions  to  amuse  our  readers,  or  to  gra-  stone   by    a  nephew    of  Sir  Astley 
tify  that   propensity  for  listening  to  Cooper   at    Guy's  Hospital.       This 
slanderous    tales,    which    exists   too  account,  as   it  made   a  great   sensa- 
strongly,  even    in  the  best  of  men  ;  t'on  in    the  medical   world,    and    is 
but     for     the    purpose    of    display-  likely  to  be  made   the   subject   of  a 
ing  the  temper   and   spirit   of  which  judicial  investigation,  we  ciuotc  entire.. 
we  have   spoken.      Even   tho   rival  <'  T/tc  Opcrcttlon  of  Lithotonnj,  by 
journal,  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  ^^^r-  Bransby  Coojht.  lohick  last- 
alth(,uoh  professedly  established    for  ''^  "'^^""'^  "'"-'  ^'^'""  '  '* 
the    purpose    of  putting    down    this  "  We  should   be   guilty   of  injustice 
,                   .                       ...  towards  tlie  singulariv-"ittod  oporat- 
temper,  has,  sometimes,  not  a   little  „  . .  ,ii  „„  ,  °  ,..„  '                         i 
r     }       }         .           >  or,  as  well  as  to  our  numerous  read- 
given     in    to     it.        Mr.    Lawrence  crs,  if  wc  were  to  omit  a  '  full,  truo 
is   the    surgical    hero    of    tho    Lan-  and  particular'  account   of  tliis  case, 
cet,    who    can    do     nothing    wrong.  It    will,  doubtless,  bo   useful   to  tlio 
Mr.  Lawrence   accordingly   becomes  country    '  drnir,'  to   learn  how  things 
,         ,  .                 -,,,.,            ,  i»ie  managed  bv  ono  of  the  pnvilesied 
the   object,  not   indeed   of  thorough  o,,|„,_.;  \,^^^;;^,,^  surgeon-nephew 

Lancet-like  abuse,  but  of  something  ;„h1  surgeon,  and  surgeon  because  he 

approaching  it,  in  the  columns  of  the  is  '  nephew.' 

Gazette.     Thus  we  have,  in  tho  first  "  The  performance  of  this  tragedy 

,                  .                     I  .           1       I  was  nearly  as  follo\»s. 

place,  an  epigram  upon  him  under  the  .,  ,^^^  ^    r^.^^^  ^^.^^-^^^^  ^,,  j^^^,^^^j^^^ 

name  of  Saint  Lawrence,  which,  as  it  ^an  from  the  county  of  Sussex,  thick, 

has  neither  point  nor  satire,  that   we    — — 

canperceive,  though  iulendod  to  have  **'The   following  passagre    occurs   in 

.  John    Bi'lTs    grc;it    woik    on    surg;ery. — 

both,  we  omit.      In  llic  next  number  i  /^ouf;  and  murderous  ojnrations,  winrc 

but    ono  or  two,  the    editor   inserts  a  the  surgeon  labors  fur  an  hour  in  txlmcl- 

.  .            \         r    \  ■                           II  '"if  fht  stone,  to  the.  inevitable  destriiction 

biography  of  this  surgeon  under  the  „/ me.  patient.''' 

same  alias,  equally  stupiti  and   point-  t  "•  The  poor  fillow,  who  has  left  a 

I                 .      .              .1.         1     »    .L       J-  wilV  ami  six  chiUhen,  said,  that  he  '  came 

less— evincing    nothing    but  tho    d.s-  t.,  ,,,vn  to  be  operated  upon  by  the  "  ^Ve- 

position   to   annoy.     And   so,  wher-  id/"  of  the  great  Sir  A /stky.' " 
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set,  ruddy  and  healthy  in  appearance, 
and  5;}  years  of  age)  was  placed  on 
llie  operatinj;  table,  at  a  few  minutes 
past  one  o'clock,  on  Tuesday  tlio 
18th.  The  only  one  of  the  surgical 
staff  present,  besides  the  operator, 
was  Mr.  Callaway.  The  ceremony 
of  binding  the  patient  we  need  not 
detail ;  the  straight  staff  was  intro- 
duced, and  was  held  by  Mr.  Calla- 
way. The  first  incision,  through  the 
integuments,  appeared  to  be  freely 
and  fairly  made  ;  and  after  a  little 
dissection,  the  point  of  the  knife  was 
fixed  (apparently)  in  the  groove  of 
the  staff,  wliich  was  now  taken  hold 
of,  and  the  knife  carried  onwards — 
somewhere.  A  small  quantity  of  flu- 
id followed  the  withdrawal  of  the 
knife ;  the  forceps  were  now  handed 
over,  and  for  some  time  attempted  to 
be  introduced,  but  without  effect. 
•  I  must  enlarge  the  opening,'  said 
the  opei'ator,  '  give  me  my  uncle's 
knife;'  this  instrument  was  given, 
and  a  cut  was  tnade  with  it,  without 
the  staff  being  re-introduced.  The 
forceps  were  again  used,  but  as  un- 
successfully as  before ;  they  were 
pushed  onwards  to  a  considerable 
distance,  and  with  no  small  degree 
of  force.  '  It's  a  very  deep  perine- 
um,' exclaimed  the  operator, '  I  caii't 
reach  the  bladder  with  my  finger.'' 

"  Act  2.  The  staff  re-introduced, 
and  a  cutting  gorget  passed  along  it — 
various  forceps  employed  :  a  blunt 
gorget — a  scoop — sounds  and  staves 
introduced  at  the  opening  in  the  pe- 
rineum. '  I  really  can't  conceive 
the  dilTicuity — Hush  !  Hush  !  Don't 
you  hear  the  stone  V — '  Dodd  (turn- 
ing to  the  Demonstrator,)  havo  3'ou 
a  long  finger?  Give  me  another  in- 
strument— Now  I  have  it !  Good 
God  !  I  can  hear  the  stone  when  I 
pass  the  sound  from  the  opening,  but 
the  forceps  won't  touch  it — O  dear, 
O  dear  !' 

"  Such  were  the  hurried  exclama- 
tions of  the  operator.  Every  now 
and  then  there  was  a  cry  of.  Hush  ! 
which  vvas  succeeded  by  the  stillness 
of  death,  broken  only  by  the  horrible 
squash,  squash,  of  the  forceps  in  the 


perineum.  *  Oh  !  let  it  go — pray  let 
it  keep  in,'  was  the  constant  cry  of 
the  poor  man. 

"  This  act  lasted  upwards  of  half 
an  hour ;  the  former  upwards  of 
twenty  minutes.  The  stone  was 
eventually  laid  hold  of,  and  never 
shall  we  forget  the  triumphant  man- 
ner in  which  the  Assistant  Surgeon 
raised  his  arm  and  flourished  the  for- 
ceps over  his  head,  with  the  stone  in 
their  grasp.  The  operator  turned  to 
the  students  and  said,  '  I  really  can't 
conceive  the  cause  of  the  difficult}'.' 
The  patient  being  upon  the  table, 
bound,  while  the  operator  was  '  ex- 
plaining.'' 

"  The  man  was  put  to  bed  much 
exhausted,  but  rallied  a  few  hours  af- 
terwards, and  leeches  were  applied, 
in  consequence  of  tenderness  of  the 
abdomen.  He  passed  a  restless 
night,  was  in  great  pain,  and  was  bled 
from  the  arm  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. Leeches  were  applied  in  the 
afternoon,  and  at  about  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  death  ended  the  poor 
lellow's  suflerings,  about  29  hours  af- 
ter the  operation." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  faults 
of  the  operation,  or  the  blunders  of 
the  surgeon,  no  man  of  proper  feel- 
ings can  regard  with  any  thing  but 
unqualified  disgust,  the  air  of  malig- 
nant triumph  with  which  this  unhap- 
py case  is  dwelt  upon  ;  and  the  va- 
rious measures  taken  by  the  students 
who  witnessed  the  transaction,  and 
by  other  surgeons,  indicate  a  strong 
sympathy  with  Mr.  Cooper,  and  a 
just  indignation  against  his  libeller. 

But  to  proceed  no  farther  in  this 
humiliating  exposition,  we  have  only 
to  add  as  evidence  of  the  state  of 
things  produced  by  this  publication, 
that  within  less  than  a  year  three 
suits  at  law  and  a  duel  have  been 
brought  about  between  medical  men 
wholly  by  the  influence  of  the  Lan- 
cet.    Now  whatever  good  ends  may 
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have  been  held  in  view  and  attained,  currences    of  practice  against   each 

the   means  must  be  bad  which  lead  other.      How  seldom  is   it,  we   may 

even  indirectly  to  such  consequences  safely    say,    that    physicians,    under 

as  these.  these  circumstances,   ever  speak   of 

It  has  always  been  cast   as  a  re-  each  other  with  perfect  freedom  from 

proach  upon  the  medical  profession,  prejudice  ! 

that  the  members  of  it  are  exceed-  Yet  we  believe,  not  only  as  a 
ingly  prone  to  jealousies,  heartburn-  matter  of  duty,  but  even  of  policy, 
ings,  slander,  and  even  downright  that  it  is  wise  to  cultivate  kind 
quarrelling.  It  would  not  be  difli-  and  friendly  feelings  towards  those 
cult  to  show  that  there  is  something  who  come  most  directly  across  our 
in  the  nature  of  the  intercourse  of  paths,  and  always  to  speak  of  them 
physicians  with  their  patients  and  in  the  most  favorable  terms  that  strict 
with  one  another,  in  the  nature  of  regard  to  truth  will  allow  ;  never  to 
the  rivalry  which  exists  between  take  advantage  of  those  accidents  and 
them,  the  collisions  to  which  they  adverse  occurrences  which  happen 
are  exposed,  and  still  more  in  the  in  practice  to  the  most  accomplished 
character  and  mode  of  judging  of  and  successful  men,  to  create  preju- 
them  among  mankind  with  whom  dice  against  others,  but  on  the  con- 
physicians  are  chiefly  concerned,  trary  distinctly  to  impress  the  opin- 
which  might  be  reasonably  expected  ion,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  art 
to  tend  to  this  result.  We  do  not  such  occurrences  are  inevitable.  We 
mention  this  as  a  palliation,  but  as  believe  that  those  who  candidly  and 
an  inducement  to  watchfulness.  It  honestly  pursue  this  course  will  find 
is  no  less  a  moral  than  &  professional  their  account  in  it.  It  will  produce 
dut}'  for  every  individual  in  the  pro-  not  only  more  kindly  feelings  to- 
fession  to  divest  himself  of  such  feel-  wards  them,  and  a  greater  confidence 
ings.  There  are,  and  from  the  ine-  in  them  among  their  professional 
vitable  propensities  of  human  nature  brethren,  but  a  more  desirable  and 
must  be,  men  who  have  no  notion  permanent  reputation  in  the  public 
whatever  of  an  honorable  and  gene-  at  large  ;  and  aftord  them  a  degree 
reus  competition  ;  with  whom  every  of  happiness,  whicii  success,  with  an 
competitor  is  a  rival,  and  every  rival  opposite  temper,  could  not  give. 
an  enemy  :  who  can  never  bear  to  We  sincerely  believe  that  no  such 
see  the  success  of  a  brother,  even  spirit  now  exists  in  this  country  as  is 
though  it  detract  nothing  from  his  evinced  in  the  publications  we  have 
own ;  and  who  feels  every  atom  of  been  speaking  of.  But  it  by  no 
credit  or  reputation  obtained  by  an-  means  follows  that  such  a  state  of 
other,  to  be  so  much  taken  away  things  may  not  arise,  and  it  becomes 
from  himself.  In  cities  we  are  less  those  who  are  looked  up  to  on  ac- 
exposed  to  the  temptations  to  this  count  of  their  age  or  eminence,  aijd 
state  of  feeling,  but  in  smaller  com-  who  have  a  proper  regard  to  the 
munities,  how  often  is  it  the  case  honor  of  their  profession,  to  set  an 
that  rival  physicians  entertain  un-  example  of  candor,  moderation  and 
friendly  views,  and  either  directly  or  liberality,  which  cannot  fail  to  have 
indirectly  endeavor  to   turn  the  oc-  the  most  salutary  effects. 


384 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 


Juhj  U 


TON, 
Ending  July  18,  al  noon. 
Theodore  Forbes, 
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Robert  Morris, 

Henry  Stiles, 

Melinda  Jackson, 

Mary  English, 

Frederick  Bumstead, 

Granville  E.  French, 

Lucretia  Covirtlance, 

Elizabeth  CurcU, 

John  McKnackcr, 

Nancy  Ganslcy, 
16.  Jereniiah.  S.  Cole, 

Julian  Peters, 

Sarah  Kemp, 

Joshua  Peirce, 

John  Cornish, 

Catharine  S.  Floyd, 
18.  Hannah  Taggart, 

James  KcUey, 

Francis  INIacomber, 

Louisa  Lock, 

Bilious,  1 — consumption,  4 — croup,  1 
sy,  1 — drinking  cold    water,  1 — fover,  1 
1 — intemperance,   1 — old   age,    1 — piles 
scarlet  fever,  1 — typhus  fever,  1— teethin; 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 

THIS  <1av  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY;  or,  xMemoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
aic.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
foUowins:  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
VVistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

"  Thou  shalt  lis  down 
Withpatriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kings. 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good, 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past, 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  vols— Price  $3.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 
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LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

Ft^R   Dyspepsia,   Costiveneas,   Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  Sec. 

"  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  expetiraents  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  b}'  Bart- 
lett  ife  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, audit  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWER  &;  BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 
*^*  Soda,  Rochelle   and  other    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

269  Washinglon  St.  Corner  of  Winter  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  among  tl^em  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotiue, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sidphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  P».hubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  fee.  k.c. 

C.  W.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
ed2;ment  to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

ABERNETHY'S  LECTURES. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.,  63 
Market  St.,  have  in  the  press,  Lpc~ 
iures  on  Jlnalomy^  Surgery  and  Pathology^ 
including  observations  on  Local  Diseases^ 
delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
By  Jonnr  Atjernetiiy,  F.  R.  S.  These 
l^ectures  contain  the  results  of  all  Mr. 
/Vbernethy's  experience  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  in  private  practice 
as  a  London  Surgeon. 

Boston,  June  1,  1828. 
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I. 

Answer  to  Dr.  George  Hayward. 
By  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D. 

Concluded  from  page  373. 

Fourth.  Dr.  H.  attempts  to  show, 
by  adducing  cases,  that  I  was  ia 
error  in  supposing  re-vaccination 
generally  resorted  to  by  those  ex- 
posed to  variolous  contagion  in 
this  city.  In  order  to  make  these 
cases  conclusive,  two  things 
should  be  proved  in  each.  1st, 
That  numbers  were  exposed  ; 
and  2d,  That  those  so  exposed 
were  not  re-vaccinated.  Now 
for  example,  let  us  submit  to  this 
test  the  Blackstock  case,  which 
he  remarks,  "  is  as  strong  a  one 
as  can  well  be  imagined,"  &c. 
under  existing  circumstances. — 
See  p.  306. — The  first  point  is 
made  out  very  well.  On  the  se- 
cond point,  however,  all  Dr.  H. 
says  is,  that  "  no  members  of  the 
family  had  any  other  protection 
than  what  vaccination  afforded, 
except  the  parents,  and  yet  no 
one  took  the  smallpox."  On  in- 
25 


quiry,  I  find  that  this  family  con- 
sisted of  eight  persons,  including 
domestics.  Dr.  H.  excepts  the 
parents  ;  we  must  also  except  the 
son,  who  was  the  patient.  This 
reduces  the  number  to  five  only.) 
among  the  numbers  exposed,  on 
whom  Dr.  H.  says  re-vaccination 
had  never  been  performed.  Now, 
from  these  facts,  how  can  it  be 
deduced  that  the  friends  who 
visited  the  house,  the  school  of 
children,  and  the  great  majority 
of  those  exposed,  did  not  resort 
to  this  precaution  ! 

Fifth.  After  remarking  that 
were  re-vaccination  always  re- 
sorted to  in  such  cases,  still  it 
proves  nothing,  unless  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  second  vaccination 
takes  effect.  Dr.  H.  says,  "  Dr. 
R.  does  not  even  attempt  to  show 
that  the  second  vaccination  in 
these  cases  was  successful."  It 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  refer  the 
reader  to  my  paper,  where  seve- 
ral such  cases  are  distinctly  re- 
ferred to,  since,  in  his  next  para- 
graph, he  has  quoted  my  history 
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of  the  case  at  the  Hospital,  which 
he  admits  to  have  been  such  an 
attempt.  Alluding  to  this  history, 
he  says,  "  Now  I  ask  the  reader, 
if"  it  be  not  intended  by  this  sen- 
tence to  intimate  that  the  girl 
who  watched  with  the  patient  had 
been  before  vaccinated,  was  now 
successfully  re- vaccinated,  and 
thus  probably  protected  from 
smallpox.  It  certainly  conveys 
this  idea  to  my  mind,"  &c. 

Sixth.  I  come  now  to  the  case 
at  the  Hospital,  which  I  gave  in 
the  following  language.  "  On 
the  aim  of  the  girl  who  watched 
with  the  patient  the  night  before 
his  removal  to  Rainsford  Island, 
the  vaccine  vesicle  was  regularly 
formed,  and,  on  the  eighth  day, 
was  properly  distended  with  lim- 
pid fluid."  This  is  said  by  Dr. 
Hayward  to  be  without  a  sha- 
dow of  foundation.  I  could  have 
wished,  before  using  this  uncour- 
teous  expression.  Dr.  H.  had 
taken  pains  to  ascertain  to  ichat 
case  I  alluded.  By  the  House 
Physician's  certificate,  which  ap- 
parently contradicts  my  statement, 
I  perceive  that  Dr.  H.  has  taken 
it  for  granted  that  the  girl  I  re- 
ferred to  was  "  Mrs.  Mahan,"  a 
married  woman  about  forty  years 
of  age,  who  had  never  before  been 
vaccinated,  but  had  gone  through 
the  smallpox  in  Ireland  !  Now  I 
spoke  not  of  the  case  of  Mrs. 
Mahan,  but  of  Orissa  Hale,  who 
had  before  been  vaccinated — was 
exposed  in  the  patient's  room — 
was  re-vaccinated — and  on  whose 
arm  "  the  vaccine  vesicle  was 
regularly  formed,  and,  on  the 
eighth  day,  was  properly  distend- 
ed with  limpid  fluid." 

Since  my  statement  has  been 
declared  to  be  without  "  a  sha- 
dow of  foundation,"  the  following 
details   will  not  be   impertinent, 


to  show  that  Dr.  H.  is  mistaken 
in  supposing  I  gave  any  facts  with- 
out the  m.ost  careful  investiga- 
tion. 

On  the  Saturday  after  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Crane  to  the  Island, 
Dr.  Channing  invited  me  to  visit 
the  Hospital  to  see  the  arm  of 
Orissa  Hale,  in  whom  re-vacci- 
nation had  apparently  succeeded. 
This  was  the  seventh  day  after 
re-vaccination,  and  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  I  could  dis- 
cern no  deviation  from  the  usual 
appearance  of  the  true  vesicle  on 
that  day.  By  the  side  of  it  was  a 
distinct  cicatrix,  left  by  a  former 
vaccination.  Thus  far,  I  had  the 
evidence  of  ray  own  senses.  On 
the  eighth  day,  (Sunday),  she  was 
visited  by  a  medical  gentleman  of 
this  city,  who  took  matter  from 
the  arm,  and  whose  certificate, 
which  follows,  will  establish  the 
residue  of  my  proposition. 

"  I  would  hereby  certify  that 
I  took  matter  from  the  arm  of 
Orissa  Hale,  at  the  Mass.  Gen. 
Hospital,  on  Sunday,  6lh  January, 
1828,  being  the  eighth  day  after 
re-vaccination,  at  which  time  the 
vesicle  was  perfect,  and  the  mat- 
ter perfectly  limpid. 

"James  M.  Whittemore." 

It  may  not  be  unnecessary  fur- 
ther to  state,  that,  after  having 
written,  and  before  committing 
my  paper  to  the  press,  I  again 
visited  the  Hospital,  to  make  my- 
self doubly  sure  of  the  correctness 
of  my  representation  of  this  case. 
I  re-proposed  to  0.  H.  my  former 
questions,  to  all  of  which  the 
same  answers  were  given  in  the 
most  unequivocal  language.  She 
remembered  perfectly  all  the 
circumstances  of  her  former  vac- 
cination, which  she  said  was  done 
at  Bristol,   N.  H.,  by    Dr.  Hun- 
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toon,  who  prononnced  it  good.  I 
again  examined  her  arm,  and  u^as 
fully  satisfied  of  the  genuineness 
of  the  scar.  She  further  stated 
that  it  was  on  Sunday,  the  eighth 
day  after  re-vaccination,  that 
matter  was  taken  from  her  arm 
by  Dr.  Whittemore.  After  this 
careful  investigation,  I  did  think 
myself  authorised  to  make  the 
statement  aliove  quoted  ;  and  I 
apprehend  the  reader  will  now 
feel  somewhat  of  my  surprise  at 
seeing  that  statement  unhesitat- 
ingly pronounced  '•'entirely  ground- 
less" and  without  "  a  shadow  of 
foundation." 

In  my  account  of  this  case  I 
said,  "the  girl  who  watched  with 
the  patient,"  &c.  0.  Hale  was 
so  designated  to  me  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  Hospital.  Since 
the  certificate  of  the  House  Phy- 
sician shows  that  Mrs.  Mahan 
"  watched"  with  Mr.  Crane,  I 
have  made  further  inquiry,  and 
find  that  Orissa  Hale  was  an  as- 
sistant nurse,  and  not  the  ap- 
pointed watch  of  Mr.  C.  This 
difference  however,  is  wholly 
immaterial,  since,  as  she  informed 
me,  she  was  often  in  the  room 
with  Mr.  Crane,  not  only  "  the 
night  before  he  was  removed," 
as  I  before  stated,  but  also  on  the 
morning  he  was  carried  away.  It 
is  possible  that  the  use  of  the 
word  "  watched,"  might  have  led 
to  the  mistake  of  Dr.  H.  Yet, 
with  his  facilities  at  the  Hospital, 
it  could  hardly  have  been  sup- 
posed that  he  would  stop  his  in- 
vestigation of  my  case  at  this  un- 
important point. 

But  Dr.  H.  goes  further.  He 
states,  as  the  result  of  the  re- 
vaccination  at  the  Hospital,  "that 
the  cowpox  was  not  communicated 
to  a  single  person  who  had  before 
bad  that   disease,   or  the  small- 


pox." He  qualifies  this  asser- 
tion, however,  by  the  remark, 
that  in  one  person  vesicles  were 
formed,  but  there  were  no  con- 
stitutional symptoms,  and  "sup- 
puration took  place  in  them  by 
the  seventh  day."  On  this  point 
Dr.  H.  must  have  been  misin- 
formed ;  for,  if  he  refers  to  the 
case  of  Orissa  Hale,  I  can  only 
say  that  suppuration  had  not  taken 
place  when  I  saw  her  on  the  se- 
venth day,  and  Dr.  Whittemore's 
certificate  will  show  that  he  took 
limpid  matter  on  the  eighth  ;  and 
if  he  does  not  refer  to  this  case', 
then  there  were  more  than  "  one 
person"  in  whom  such  vesicles 
were  formed. 

Seventh.  Dr.  H.  complains  of 
my  want  of  candor  in  conveying 
the  impression  that  he  attributed 
all  cases  of  varioloid  in  the  vac- 
cinated, to  imperfect  vaccination. 
As  ground  of  this  complaint,  he 
states  that  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  paper  he  distinctly  said,  "  I 
do  not  Diean,  however,  so  say  that 
those  who  have  had  the  genuine 
cowpox  can  never  take  the  small- 
pox." 

This  sentence  I  did  not  over- 
look, nor  could  I  misunderstand  its 
meaning.  But  does  not  Dr.  H. 
perceive  that,  in  this  sentence, 
he  distinctly  admits  the  very  prin- 
ciple against  which  he  protests, 
viz.  that  the  variolous  susceptibi- 
lity is  not  always  entirely  ex- 
hausted by  cowpock.  These  were 
the  words  in  which  he  protested 
to  my  proposal  ;  "  But  when  he 
(Dr.  R.)  recommends  re-vaccina- 
tion in  all  cases  on  the  ground  that 
the  susceptibility  may  not  have 
been  completely  exhausted  by 
the  previous  vaccination,  1  must 
enter  my  protest  against  it  ;  for  I 
cannot  but  think  that  the  measure 
is  wholly  unnecessary  where  the 
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disease  in  the  first  instance  has 
been  of  the  genuine  character, 
and  uninterrupted  in  its  progress;" 
&c. 

Now  one  thing  is  certain  ;  the 
varioloid  either  can  occur  after 
perfect  cowpock,  or  it  cannot.  If 
it  can,  it  necessarily  follows  that 
perfect  cowpock  does  not  always 
entirely  exhaust  the  variolous  sus- 
ceptibility. If  it  cannot,  then  it 
as  necessarily  follows  that  all  cases 
of  varioloid  must  be  owing  to  im- 
perfect vaccination.  This  alter- 
native is  unavoidable.  I  adopted 
the  first  explanation  ;  and  by  pro- 
testing against  it,  I  conceived,  of 
course,  that  Dr.  H.  must  hold  to 
the  latter.  An  admission  that  any 
can  have  the  varioloid  after 
"  genuine  cowpox,"  is,  in  fact,  an 
admission  that  the  susceptibility 
is  not  always  completely  exhaust- 
ed by  genuine  cowpock.  It  was 
from  delicacy  to  Dr.  H.  that  I 
omitted  to  notice  the  sentence 
which  contained  this  admission  ; 
as  it  was  not  necessary  to  my  ar- 
gument, I  deemed  it  illiberal  to 
take  advantage  of  this  circum- 
stance, little  suspecting  that  the 
omission  would  subject  me  to  the 
charge  of  "  want  of  candor." 

Eighth.  Dr.  H.  insinuates  that 
I  attempted  to  deceive  the  reader 
in  my  reference  to  the  National 
Intelligencer  ! — meaning  that  I 
referred  to  letters  as  published, 
which,  in  reality,  never  were  ; 
and  that  I  attempted  to  convey 
the  erroneous  idea  that  their  au- 
thors had  adopted  my  theory  of 
re-vaccination.  This  is  a  serious 
charge.  Let  us  see  how  far  it  is 
supported  by  fact. 

My  words  were,  "  See  letters 
from  Dr.  Chapman,  &c.  referred 
to  in  the  National  Intelligencer." 
Now  I  ask  the  reader,  if,  from 
this  language,  he  would  expect  to 


find  there  the  letters  themselves, 
or  merely  a  reference  to  them  ? 
Dr.  H.  expresses  the  hope  that  I 
did  not  know  that  these  letters 
were  not  in  print.  But  of  this 
fact  I  was  fully  apprised.  Had 
they  been  published  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  I  should  have 
spoken  of  them  as  published,  not 
as  referred  to  in  that  paper.  Had 
they  been  printed  elsewhere,  I 
should  not  have  introduced  the 
Intelligencer,  but  directed  the 
reader  to  the  letters  themselves. 
The  fact  is,  my  sole  object  in  this 
reference  was  to  show  that  a 
practice  deemed  by  Dr.  H.  wholly 
unnecessary,  had  been  pursued  by 
men  of  eminence  in  the  profession. 
The  Nat.  Intelligencer  referred 
to,  contained  all  which  was  neces- 
sary to  establish  this  position,  viz. 
the  letter  of  Dr.  Physick  entire, 
stating  that  he  had  for  many  years 
been  in  the  habit  of  re-vaccinat- 
ing, and  Dr.  Sewall's  statement, 
founded,  as  he  there  says,  on  let- 
ters from  the  other  gentlemen, 
that  they  had  pursued  the  prac- 
tice of  Dr.  Physick. — By  advert- 
ing to  my  paper  it  will  also  be 
seen  that  I  did  not  state,  or  even 
intimate  in  the  remotest  manner, 
that  any  particular  theory  had 
been  adopted  by  either  of  those 
gentlemen.  My  language  was 
plain,  and  I  regret  that  Dr.  H. 
should  so  have  mistaken  both  me 
and  my  meaning. 

J^inth.  Dr.  H.  repeats,  that 
with  regard  to  the  influence  of 
cutaneous  diseases,  I  place  my 
own  authority  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Dr.  Jenner.  To  this  I  am  un- 
able to  make  any  further  reply, 
since  I  know  of  no  better  mode  of 
reasoning  than  that  contained  in 
my  last  paper,  wherein  I  explain- 
ed the  precise  meaning  of  what  I 
had  said   of  these  diseases,   and 
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then  showed,  by  extracts  from  the 
late  writings  of  Dr.  Jenner,  that 
my  own  were  in  strict  accordance 
with  his  views  on  this  subject. 

Tenth.  Dr.  H.  complains  that  I 
did  him  wrong  in  supposing  that 
he  deduced  his  doctrine  of  the 
local  nature  of  the  disease,  from 
a  single  case.  (See  p.  268.)  I 
certainly  thought  myself  justified 
in  this  conclusion  by  his  phrase- 
ology ;  for,  after  relating  this 
case,  he  said,  "  this  induced  me 
to  believe  that  the  inflammation 
and  suppuration,"  &c.  (See  p. 
180.)  But  since  Dr.  H.  now 
says  that,  instead  of  being  induced 
by  this  case  to  his  belief,  he  de- 
rived the  doctrine  sixteen  years 
ago  from  Dr.  Barton,  I  cheerfully 
admit  my  error,  but  with  the  jus- 
tification explained  above. 

Eleventh.  One  new  objection  to 
my  proposal,  and  one  only,  is  con- 
tained in  Dr.  H.'s  last  paper, 
viz.,  the  trouble  and  expense  it 
would  occasion.  This  objection 
is  not  to  the  efficacy  o(  re-vaccina- 
tion ;  it  touches  not  the  principle 
involved  in  my  proposal.  But  as 
it  affects  the  expediency  of  the 
measure,  it  should  have  its  full 
weight.  Were  this  practice  uni- 
formly pursued,  it  would  be  found 
practically  much  easier  than  it 
appears  in  anticipation.  When  a 
physician  is  in  regular  attendance 
on  a  family,  he  is  usually  called 
on  every  few  years  to  vaccinate  a 
child  ;  it  would  be  but  little  in- 
convenience, when  examining  the 
vesicle  on  the  eighth  day,  to 
transfer  a  little  of  the  matter  to 
the  arm  of  the  brother  or  sister 
who  had  before  undergone  the 
disease.  This  additional  trouble 
would  undoubtedly  grow  out  of 
the  practice.  The  question  then 
presents — Will  the  accruing  bene- 
fit, (admitting  it  to  be  efficacious,) 


be  commensurate  with  this  trou- 
ble ?  Dr.  H.  appears  to  think 
not.  My  own  opinion  is  that  it 
would,  abundantly  ;  and  I  am  hap- 
py to  find  that  I  am  sustained  in 
this  opinion  by  a  Report  to  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
presented  in  1808  by  the  late  Dr. 
Warren,  Drs.  A.  Dexter,  J. 
Jackson  and  J.  C.  Warren, 
wherein  they  recommend  re- vac- 
cination in  all  cases,  though  this 
precaution  should,  as  they  say, 
"  go  to  obviate  an  evil  which 
would  not  occur  once  in  a  thou- 
sand cases"  ! — Here  it  may  not 
be  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat 
that  I  speak  only  of  the  fact^  with- 
out reference  to  the  theory  on 
which  this  practice  was  advised. 

With  regard  to  the  expense.,  I 
have  only  to  refer  Dr.  H.  to  the 
same  report,  where,  in  the  reso- 
lution to  re-vaccinate  all  who  had 
been  vaccinated,  he  will  find  the 
following  finale  : — "  for  which 
service  the  fellows  of  this  Society 
will  not  charge  any  additional  fee." 
This  Report  was  unanimously  ac- 
cepted. 

Lastly.  If  Dr.  Hayward's  first 
position  evinced  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  nature  of  my  proposal, 
his  concluding  paragraph  disco- 
vers, I  think,  a  prejudice  against 
the  practice  of  re-vaccination, 
which  must  incapacitate  its  pos- 
sessor for  forming  a  just  estimate 
of  its  real  value  ; — if  the  first 
unveiled  the  mystery  of  his  objec- 
tion on  the  ground  of  public  mis- 
trust and  alarm,  the  last,  with 
equal  clearness,  explains  the  te- 
nacity with  which  he  adheres  to 
other  objections  equally  inappli- 
cable and  unimportant.  Admit-' 
ting  that  re-vaccination  would 
have  all  the  advantages  I  claim 
for  it,  still  Dr.  H.  says  that  rather 
than  adopt  it,  he  would  relinquish 
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vaccination  altogether,  and  go 
back  to  the  practice  of  smallpox 
inoculation.  He  would  thus  ex- 
change a  preventive,  safe  at  all 
ages  and  seasons,  for  one  which 
requires  precision  in  the  time  of 
its  application  ; — a  preventive 
which  demands  little  attendance 
and  no  confinement,  for  one  which 
often  fixes  the  patient  to  his  bed, 
and  can  only  be  practised  in  an 
hospital  ; — a  preventive  which 
awakens  no  latent  disease  in  the 
system,  for  one  which  frequently 
calls  into  action  the  seeds  of  scro- 
fula ; — a  preventive  which  is  in- 
capable of  inducing  disease  in 
others,  for  one  which  not  only  jeo- 
pardizes personal  comfort,  but 
diffuses  contagion.  He  would 
exchange,  in  fine,  a  preventive 
which  is  always  mild,  and  never 
endangers  either  life,  health,  or 
beauty,  for  one  which  is  often 
severe  in  its  inflictions,  and  is 
sometimes  fatal. 

-  I  have  now  noticed,  I  believe, 
all  the  prominent  features  of  Dr. 
H.'s  paper;  and  must  here  ex- 
press my  regret  that  I  should 
have  been  required  to  reply  to  so 
many  remarks  bearing  no  relation 
to  the  subject  of  this  discussion. 
That  subject  is  this,  viz.  :  Whe- 
ther the  varioloid  disease  may  not 
be  prevented  by  re-vaccination. 
Twice  I  have  stated  that  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  position  can  only 
be  tested  by  future  experience  ; — 
it  can  at  present  be  opposed  only 
by  proving  fallacious  the  premises 
from  which  it  flows,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  in  some  persons  the 
cowpock  may  be  induced  a  second 
time. 

2d.  That  in  some  persons  (pro- 
bably the  same)  the  varioloid  dis- 
ease may  occur  after  vaccination. 
So  far  as  Dr.  H.  has  disproved 
these    positions,    so   far   has    he 


diminished  the  inducements  to 
pursue  this  important  investi- 
gation. 

Boston,  July,  1828. 


n. 

From  the  London  Medical  Gazette. 
DISEASES   OP  CHILDREN. 

By  Dr.  William  Hunter. 

Continued  from  p.  377. 

Sore  Eyes. — In  the  course  of 
a  fortnight,  a  child  is  frequently 
taken  with  a  sore  eye  ;  and,  soon- 
er or  later,  the  other  is  common- 
ly taken  ill  in  the  same  way. 
Sometimes  the  inflammation  and 
purulent  gummy  discharge  is 
slight,  and  soon  goes  off;  but  fre- 
quently the  swelling  of  the  eye- 
lids, the  redness  of  all  the  inner 
surface,  and  the  discharge  of  mat- 
ter, and  even  of  bloody  matter,  is 
very  considerable,  and  alarming 
to  parents.  The  language  of 
nurses  is,  that  the  child  has  taken 
cold  in  its  eyes. 

In  my  early  practice  I  pursued 
the  directions  which  I  had  receiv- 
ed for  this  complaint  :  bled  with 
leeches,  applied  blisters,  ordered 
issues  to  be  made,  purged,  and 
made  use  of  a  variety  of  topi- 
cal medicines.  Experience  soon 
taught  the  insignificance  of  such 
efforts,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
showed  that  they  were  very  un- 
necessary— that  such  sore  eyes 
would  take  their  own  course,  and 
would  certainly  do  well  of  them- 
selves. The  disorder  is  no  mark 
of  a  bad  constitution  ;  it  is  pecu- 
liar to  infancy,  and  does  not  arise 
from  taking  cold,  but  is  the  eflTect 
of  a  habit  peculiar  to  infants,  and, 
like  red  gum,  sore  ears,  or  sore 
navel,  is  rather  healthful.  It 
therefore  requires  only  to  be  kept 
clean,    by    washing  it  frequently 
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with  a  small  bit  of  very  soft  sponge 
dipped  in  fresh  drawn  milk  or  wa- 
ter. Without  such  attention,  the 
eye-lids  close  up  with  a  gummy 
scab,  and  a  great  quantity  of  mat- 
ter collects,  which  swells  out  and 
stretches  the  eye-lids,  and  in- 
creases the  irritation.  As  in  oth- 
er cases  of  sore  eyes,  light  is  hurt- 
ful :  the  child  cannot  bear  it  till 
the  inflammation  be  gone.  The 
disorder  commonly  goes  off  within 
the  month,  but  sometimes  conti- 
nues much  longer.  There  is  one 
case  in  which  it  will  be  very  ne- 
cessary to  use  some  preparation 
of  mercury,  viz.  when  the  mother 
was  ill,  and  communicated  a  con- 
tasfious  infection  to  the  child  at 
its  birth.  In  that  case,  without 
great  attention,  the  eye  may  be 
lost. 

Jlphthoe.  or  Thrush. — In  the  se- 
cond, third,  or  fourth  week,  some 
times  later,  specks  of  a  white 
crust  begin  to  appear  on  the 
tongue,  and  then  upon  the  inside 
of  the  cheeks  and  lips,  on  the 
gums,  and  roof  of  the  mouth.  It 
is  sometimes  slight,  and  gives  no 
disturbance  ;  sometimes  the  aph- 
thous crust  is  thick,  covering  all 
the  internal  parts,  and  rendering 
the  mouth  so  tender,  that  the 
child  cannot  suck  without  pain. 
It  will  continue  one,  two,  or  even 
three  weeks  ;  and,  generally,  af- 
ter some  time,  the  skin  about  and 
between  the  buttocks  is  covered 
with  flat  red  eruptions,  which  the 
nurses  say  is  the  thrush  going 
through  the  child.  But  sometimes 
there  is  a  thrush  without  that  ap- 
pearance ;  or,  that  appearance 
without  a  thrush. 

When  there  is  no  other  disease, 
or  other  symptoms  of  ill  health, 
the  thrush  is  not  lo  be  reckoned  a 
disease  at  all.  It  requires  neither 
internal    medicines,  nor   any   kind 


of  management  of  the  mouth  it- 
self :  it  goes  off  gradually,  and 
leads  to  no  sort  of  mischief.  The 
only  inconvenience  is,  that  when 
it  is  very  rank,  the  mouth  is  so 
tender  that  the  child  sucks  with 
pain,  and  the  nurse's  nipples  are 
often  very  sore  ;  but  they  heal 
commonly  as  the  child's  mouth 
heals.  We  think  it  catching. 
Nurses  and  officious  practitioners 
commonly  direct  to  rub  all  the  in- 
side of  the  mouth  very  hard  with 
a  linen  rag,  tied  round  a  small 
stick,  and  dipped  in  syrup  of  mul- 
berries, honey  of  roses  (many 
beastly  people  prefer  the  child's 
urine,)  in  order  to  remove  as  much 
of  the  crust  or  pellicle  as  they 
can  ;  and  if  a  little  borax  be  add- 
ed, the  mouth  is  presently  cleared 
of  the  whole  pellicle.  But  all 
this  serves  only  to  make  the  mouth 
in  proportion  more  tender,  for  the 
pellicle  regenerates  daily,  and  the 
continuance  of  the  complaint  is, 
perhaps,  rather  lengthened  than 
shortened  by  such  officious  care. 
To  remove,  by  gentle  means,  such 
loose  parts  of  the  aphthae  as  would 
otheru'ise  be  carried  down  to  the 
stomach,  must  certainly  be  favor- 
able. 

When  a  thrush  attacks  a  child 
who  is  otherwise  very  ill,  it  is  a 
bad  symptom  ;  but  even  in  that 
case,  the  thrush  is  only  one  of  the 
symptoms,  not  the  disease  itself. 

Hydrocele. — Male  children  are 
liable,  in  the  first  weeks  or 
months,  to  a  collection  of  water 
in  one  or  both  sides  of  the  body, 
which  is  often  so  tight,  that  it  is 
apt  to  be  thought  an  enlargement 
or  scirrhus.  Parents  are  alarm- 
ed, and  surgeons  themselves  often 
treat  it  as  if  it  were  of  impor- 
tance. I  have  known  cases  where 
various  methods  of  cure  have 
been  tried,  and  even  the  operation 
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performed  ;  but,  for  the  last  25 
years,  I  have  not  known  one  case 
fail  of  doing  well  when  left  to  it- 
self, and,  therefore,  always  beg 
that  nothing  may  be  done. 

St.  Jlnthony^s  Fire. — In  early 
infancy  children  are  liable  to  an 
erysipelas.  It  often  begins  upon 
the  face  or  neck,  or  on  the  middle 
and  lower  parts  of  the  trunk,  and 
sometimes  at  the  navel  :  now  and 
then  it  begins  upon  some  other 
part  of  the  body.  This  is  a  dis- 
ease which  is  attended  with  con- 
siderable danger ;  accordingly, 
many  such  patients  escape,  and 
many  die,  in  whatever  way  it  be 
treated.  I  have  seen  the  cooling 
methods  and  purging  pursued,  and 
the  warm  or  cordial  methods  like- 
wise followed  out  to  the  last,  in  a 
variety  of  instances,  without  be- 
ing able  to  say,  upon  the  whole, 
which  did  most  good,  or  least 
mischief;  but  I  think  I  can  say, 
that  I  have  observed  better  suc- 
cess, upon  the  whole,  from  doing 
little  more  than  paying  attention 
to  general  health,  calming  or 
checking  the  symptoms  when  they 
run  high,  giving  the  bark  by  the 
mouth  or  in  the  way  of  clysters 
and  fomentations,  or  oiher  cordials 
when  the  patient  grows  languid, 
and  two  or  three  doses  of  gentle 
physic  when  the  disease  is  going 
off.  Sometimes  swellings,  and 
even  suppurations  of  the  lympha- 
tic glands,  happen  in  consequence 
of  the  extravasated  fluid,  become 
acrid,  being  absorbed.  These 
require  only  repeated  applications 
of  soft  poultices  :  ihey  will  open 
of  themselves,  and  heal  up  with 
less  scar  than  if  opened  by  the 
lancet,  and  dressed  according  to 
the  rules  of  surgery. 

Flatulency. — Children  aie  al- 
most all  a  litile  incommoded,  at 
times,  with  wind  in  their  stomach 


and  bowels.  When  it  disturbs 
them  much,  all  nurses  give  them 
something  carminative,  that  is, 
something  warm,  from  time  to 
time  ;  such  as  anise,  or  caraway, 
or  cardamon  seeds  bruised,  in 
their  food  ;  or  a  little  of  the  infu- 
sion of  such  seeds  :  or  a  little  (a 
tea-spoonful)  of  any  of  the  warm- 
er simple  distilled  waters,  (such 
as  dill,  or  peppermint,)  diluted 
with  as  much  spring  water  ;  and 
the  immediate  good  effects  of 
such  cordials  are  apparent.  Yet 
I  would  advise  that  such  cordials 
be  not  given  but  upon  urgent  ne- 
cessity ;  because  the  complaint  is 
seldom  more  than  a  temporary 
inconvenience  ;  and  the  frequent 
repetition  of  the  cordial  will  in- 
crease the  necessity  of  giving, 
and  induce  an  early  and  dangerous 
habit  of  requiring  cordials  for  the 
stomach  and  bowels. 

Gripes,  or  Colic. — Children 
brought  up  at  the  breast  of  a 
healthy  woman,  seldom  require 
any  physic  ;  yet  if  they  appear  to 
be  disturbed  in  their  bowels, 
whether  their  stools  be  thin  and 
sharp,  or  very  slimy,  or  with  ma- 
ny small  knots  of  white  curds  of 
milk  indigested,  or  become  very 
green  and  sour,  we  give  imme- 
diate ease  by  throwing  up  a  clys- 
ter of  plain  weak  broth;  then  give 
a  dose  of  rhubarb,  with  Gascoign's 
powder,  to  carry  off  what  is  of- 
fensive, and  afterwards,  a  little 
Gascoign's  powder  night  and  morn- 
ing. If  the  disorder  continues,  we 
repeat  the  dose  of  rhubarb  every 
two,  three,  or  four  days,  and  give 
broth-clysters  when  the  child  has 
any  fit  of  pain.  And  among  such 
children  we  hardly  ever  see  what 
we  call  the  watery  gripes,  or  at 
least  not  for  any  continuance.  We 
give  that  name  to  a  frequent  purg- 
ing of  thin  stools,   like  water,  in 
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which  there  is  hardly  any  sub- 
stance ;  generally  attended  with 
pain,  screaming,  restlessness,  a 
rapid  wasting  of  flesh,  and  often 
a  more  than  natural  craving  for 
food,  or  voraciousness  ;  and  every 
meal  is  commonly  succeeded  by 
a  purging  stool — for  every  thing 
which  is  taken  into  the  stomach  is 
hurried  through  the  body:  whence, 
from  such  a  disorder,  a  child  is 
wasted,  or  melted  down  to  a  ske- 
leton, in  a  very  short  space  of 
time.  The  sharpness  and  fre- 
quency of  the  discharges  per 
anum,  bring  a  heat  and  soreness 
all  round  that  part  of  its  body  ; 
the  child  gets  no  rest  ;  its  counte- 
nance expresses  extreme  misery 
and  wretchedness  ;  its  mouth  fre- 
quently is  thrushed,  or  aphthous  ; 
and  at  length,  after  a  very  hard 
struggle,  and  often  after  convul- 
sions, in  most  cases,  the  poor  in- 
fant dies. 

Terrible  as  it  is,  this  disease, 
for  the  most  part,  is  easily  pre- 
vented, and  easily  cured,  if  pro- 
perly treated  before  it  has  gone 
great  lengths.  It  is  the  common 
misfortune  which  attends  the  ar- 
tificial methods  of  bringing  a  child 
up  without  the  breast.  Let  the 
child  suck,  before  the  complaint 
has  gone  too  far  :  if  too  weak  to 
suck,  let  the  nurse  frequently 
give  small  quantities  of  fresh- 
drawn  milk,  in  a  spoon,  or  boat  ; 
and  that  the  milk  may  stay  in  the 
stomach,  and  turn  to  nourishtnent, 
give,  several  times  a  day,  a  few 
grains  of  Gascoign's  powder,  with 
a  little  nutmeg,  or  any  thing  that 
is  warm  and  cordial.  Sometimes 
we  give  a  single  diop  of  laudanum, 
rubbed  into  two  of  these  powders, 
with  a  view  of  procuring  a  little 
respite.  If  woman's  milk  cannot 
be  got,  ass's  milk  is  the  next  best. 

If  a  child  at  the  breast  has  this 


complaint,  which  rarely  happens, 
— or  if  the  objections  to  a  trial  of 
a  wet-nurse  be  insuperable, — we 
give  frequent  broth-clysters,  ab- 
sorbent powders,  medicines  that 
are  warm  and  gently  restringent, 
opiates  cautiously,  and  apply  cor- 
dial fomentations  and  epithems  to 
the  belly  ;  and  we  try  weak  broth 
for  food,  with  flour  of  rice,  &c. 

(To  be  continued.) 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Injury  of  the  Head. 

Robert  Cockman,  aet.  13,  was 
admitted  to  St.  George's  Hospi- 
tal at  5,  P.xM.  December  12th, 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Bro- 
die,  having  fallen  upwards  of 
twenty  feet  from  off  a  ladder  at 
"  Crockford's,"  half  an  hour  pre- 
viously. 

The  skin  was  pale,  the  pulse 
96,  and  feeble.  He  was  perfect- 
ly sensible,  but  had  total  loss  of 
memory,  not  even  remembering 
his  own  name;  and  upon  examina- 
tion there  was  found  near  the 
temporal  ridge  of  the  left  parietal 
bone,  a  good  deal  of  extravasation 
of  blood  beneath  the  scalp,  and 
what  appeared  to  be  a  considera- 
ble depression  of  the  cranium. 
Lot.  spt.  capiti.     H.  Sennte. 

13th. — A'omited  three  or  four 
times  in  the  course  of  last  even- 
ing, and  this  morning  the  pulse  has 
got  up  to  110,  with  hot  skin,  dry 
tongue,  and  headache.  The  bow- 
els have  been  freely  opened.  He 
was  bled  to  eight  ounces  with  the 
efl'ect  of  relieving  the  pain  in  the 
head,  and  was  ordered  salines 
with  antimony  every  six  hours. 

From  this  time  no  bad  symp- 
toms  whatever    remained.     The 
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headache  left  him,  the  pulse  be- 
came natural,  and  no  evidence 
whatever  of  compression  or  injury 
to  the  brain  remained  ;  save,  as 
one  gentleman  remarked,  a  de- 
gree of  staring  of  the  eyes  vvhich 
was  scarcely  natural.  As  the 
extravasated  blood  was  absorbed, 
the  depression  of  the  bone  became 
magnified,  and  no  longer  bore  any 
resemblance  to  those  cases  of  pit- 
ting in  the  scalp,  caused  by  etfu- 
sion  around  the  stricken  part. 
The  edges  were  bold  and  distinct, 
the  depression,  we  should  say, 
nearly  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in 
depth,  and  over  it  there  was  an 
evident  fluctuation,  but  no  tumor, 
the  fluid  just  filling  up  the  hollow. 
On  the  26th  he  was  made  an  out- 
patient. 

This  case  exemplifies  well  the 
impunity  with  which  some  indivi- 
duals, and  especially  children, 
will  sustain  even  severe  injury  to 
the  head.  Here  we  see  the  pa- 
rietal bone  driven  in  upon  the  du- 
ra mater  to  the  depth  of  a  quar- 
ter of  an  inch,  and  yet  the  symp- 
toms so  slight  as  to  be  fairly  dis- 
sipated by  a  few  saline  draughts 
and  an  eight-ounce  bleeding  ! 
Suppose  that  the  same  accident 
had  happened  to  a  stout  plethoric 
man,  a  drayman  for  instance, 
would  the  abstraction  of  eight 
ounces  of  blood  have  been  sufli- 
cient?  No;  the  chances  arc  that 
ten  times  that  amount  would  have 
failed  in  ariesting  the  symptoms, 
nay,  that  it  would  have  proved  a 
case  for  the  application  of  the 
trephine.  With  regard  to  the 
latter  instrument,  the  practice  at 
this  hospital  is  not  to  trust  indis- 
criminately to  its  employment;  in 
fact,  it  is,  upon  the  whole,  but 
seldom  had  recourse  to  ;  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  cases  of  hernia 
cerebri  are  extremely  uncommon, 
60  much  so,  that  during  the  time 


of  our  attendance  we  have  never 
seen  an  instance  of  it  here.  Sir 
Astley  Cooper,  it  is  well  known, 
has  drawn  a  distinction  between 
simple  and  compound  fracture  of 
the  skull,  and  upon  this  distinction 
the  baronet  has  hinged  a  very  ma- 
terial ditference  of  treatment. 
Mr.  Brodie  is  not  inclined  to 
agree  with  Sir  Astley  upon  this 
point;  first,  because  he  thinks  the 
analogy  between  fractures  of  the 
cranium  and  fractures  of  the  long 
bones  scarcely  a  fair  one  ;  and, 
secondly,  because  the  results  of 
his  experience  have  not  borne  out 
the  distinction. 

Extract  of  Valerian. 
Dr.  Guiberl  lias  published  a  me- 
moir in  the  Revue  Mcdicale  of  De- 
cember last,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  prove  the  efficacy  of  large  doses 
of  the  extract  of  valerian  in  certain 
nervous  diseases,  among  which  he 
enumerates  partial  paralysis  ;  shak- 
ings of  the  limbs  in  elderly  people; 
St.  Vitus's  dance  ;  epilepsy,  when 
preceded  by  bleeding,  leeches,  or 
other  remedies  ;  hooping  cough  : 
nervous  palpitation  of  the  heart  ; 
certain  stales  of  dysp(![)sia  ;  and  es- 
pecially hysterical  cases  and  hic- 
cough. Two  or  three  pages  of  ge- 
neral remarks  are  followed  by  the 
detail  of  eleven  successAd  cases  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  above  affec- 
tions ;  some  cured  in  one,  others  in 
two,  three,  or  four  weeks.  The 
dose  of  the  extract  is  from  forty 
grains  to  one  drachm  in  the  day,  for 
an  adult,  given  in  the  form  of  pills  at 
two  or  three  closes  ;  the  dose  may  be 
increased  to  two  drachms  in  the 
twenty-four  hours. 

BOS'I'O.N,  TUESDAY,  AUG.  5,   1828. 


BOSTON     MEDICAL     DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  June,  1828. 

The    stt/rm    which    occupied    the 
latter   half  of  3Iay,  reached  through 
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the  first  week  in  June,  terminat- 
ing in  cloudy,  sultry  and  rainy 
weather,  with  a  southerly  wind,  A 
series  of  clear  and  warm  days  com- 
menced on  the  14tl),  and  extended 
to  the  close  of  the  month,  unbroken 
exce|)t  hy  a  very  sudden  and  gusty 
easterly  storm,  which  began  ou  the 
afternoon  of  the  25th,  and  continued 
ihrouoh  the  following  day.  During 
this  fortnight  there  was  some  very 
hot  weather. 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT, 

hole    number   of  cases, 

63. 

c 

Arthrosia  acuta 

- 

2 

Atrophia  debilium  - 

- 

1 

Bex  convulsiva 

- 

2 

Bronchlemmilis 

- 

1 

Cauma 

- 

1 

Cephalitodes  ebriosus 

- 

1 

Cholera  biliosa 

- 

4 

Chorea 

- 

1 

Contusio 

- 

1 

Convulsio 

- 

1 

Diarrhcea  biliosa 

- 

1 

do,        serosa 

- 

1 

Dyspepsia 

- 

2 

Erysipelas  locale     - 

- 

1 

Fractura  simplex  fibulae 

- 

1 

Gastritis 

- 

2 

Helminthia  podicis 

- 

1 

Hysteria 

- 

3 

Icterus  choloeus 

- 

5 

do.     spasmodicus 

- 

1 

Mania  despondens 

- 

I 

Odonlia  dentitionis 

- 

1 

Ophthiilmia  taraxis 

- 

1 

Palfiilatio  cordis 

- 

1 

Paramenia  profusa 

- 

1 

do,         suppressionis 

- 

2 

Parturilio 

- 

4 

Paruria  stillililia 

- 

2 

Pneumonitis  vera     - 

- 

1 

Proctica  exania 

- 

] 

Synochus 

- 

6 

Vaccinia" 

- 

9 

EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  69:  o( 
these,  6  were  puerperal  ;  69 — 6=:63 
cases  requiring  medical  or  surgical 
treatment.     Of 

Anetus  tertianus      -         -         2 

Aphtha  ...         2 

Apoplexia  sanguinea 

Arthrosia  acuta 

do.       cinouica  - 

Bex  convulsiva 


Catarrhus 

Cauma 

Cholera 

Contusio 

Diarrhcea 

Dysenteria 

Dyspepsia 

Epaiieius  mitis 

Fractura  claviculae  - 

Gastritis 

Hepatitis  acuta 

Herpes  labialis 

Hysteria 

Pciristhinilis  tonsillaris 

Periostitis 

Peritonitis 

Phleginone  mammae 

Pneumonitis    - 

Pompholyx  beniguiis 

Prurigo 

Singultus 

Sphacelus 

Sycosis  barbae 

Synochus 

Typhus  mitior 

Ulcus  papillcC 

Varicella 

Vulnus 


I 
1 
1 
3 
4 
1 
5 
t 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
2 


Excepting  the  cases  of  parturition 
and  vaccinia,  the  remainder  were  of 
males,  15  ;  females,  31  :  32  adidis  ; 
]8  under  puberty. 

J.  W.  McKean. 


The  patients  under  puberty  were 
0.39  ;  adult  females  furnished  .34  of 
the  cases  of  acute  disease. 

.16  of  the  medical  cases  were  of 
pulmonary  disease  ;  .33  were  disor- 
ders of  the  digestive  organs. 

In  most  of  the  cases  of  synochus, 
the  afifection  of  the  cerebral  system, 
as  shown  by  dulness,  confusedness, 
pain,  tremors,  etc.  was  more  consi- 
derable than  in  the  fevers  of  the  pre- 
ceding month. 

The  cases  of  cutaneous  disease 
occurred   in  the   hot  weather  at  the 
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close  of  the  month  ;  they  might  be 
greatly  multiplied  in  the  report.  The 
prurigo  resembled  scabies  in  many 
instances.  In  the  domestic  manage- 
ment of  some  of  these  cases,  recourse 
was  iiad  to  sulphur  ointment,  the  ir- 
ritation of  which  aggravated  the  dis- 
ease. Warm  baths  of  sea  water,  and 
moderate  catharsis,  formed  the  best 
treatment. 

There  were  three  cases  of  injury 
by  the  drinking  of  cold  water  ;  one 
is  reported  as  apoplexy,  one  as  gas- 
tritis, and  the  third  as  synochus.  The 
first  was  seen  while  the  patient  still 
lay  insensible,  with  laboring  pulse 
and  stertorous  breathi.ig;  the  second 
was  visited  after  the  insensibility  had 
given  place  to  frequent  vomiting, 
urgent  thirst,  quick  pulse,  and  great 
soreness  at  the  epigastrium.  Both 
of  these  were  much  benefited  by  a 
copious  bleeding  ;  the  latter,  indeed, 
was  cured  by  one  venesection,  with 
free  purging  by  calomel  and  salts. 

The  case  reported  periostitis  was 
an  inflammation  of  the  periosteum  of 
the  right  tibia,  with  gastro-enteritis, 
producing  great  constitutional  irrita- 
tion and  death.  The  patient  was  a 
boy,  aged  5  years.  He  went  to  bed 
apparently  in  perfect  health  on  the 
20lh  of  June,  and  had  not  previously 
made  any  complaint  of  pain  nor  ill- 
ness. On  the  morning  of  the  21st 
he  was  found  to  be  lame.  There 
were  some  fulness  on  both  sides  of 
the  patella,  and  great  pain  and  sore- 
ness about  the  joint.  The  skin  was  hot; 
tongue  furred  and  white;   pulse  120. 

The  local  and  constitutional  symp- 
toms increased  rapidly.  Delirium, 
and  clonic  spasm  of  all  the  limbs, 
with  paroxysms  of  violent  convulsion, 
can)e  on  in  the  following  day.  The 
leg  was  more  generally  swelled,  and 
the  skin  became  a  little  red  ;  the 
spasms  were  constant  ;  the  pulse  was 
more  frequent  and  feeble  ;  and  on 
the  evening  of  the  23d,  coma  super- 
vened, and  announced  th(;  death 
which  took  place  on  the  following 
morning,  at  5  o'clock. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that,  on   the 


second  day,  the  middle  finger  of  the 
right  hand  became  red,  swollen  and 
sore,  without  any  obvious  cause. 

The  body  was  examined  eleven 
hours  after  death  There  was  a  ge- 
neral tumefaction  of  the  knee  joint. 
Two  drachms  of  sanious  n)atter  were 
found  on  the  inside  of  the  patellar 
ligament.  The  periosteum  of  the 
tibia  was  thickened  ;  over  the  three 
upper  fifths  it  was  detached  from  the 
bone  posteriorly,  and  but  slightly  ad- 
herent to  its  anterior  face. 

The  viscera  of  the  thorax  were 
somewhat  gorged  with  blood,  and 
there  was  a  little  more  water  than  is 
usual  in  the  pericardium. 

The  external  surface  of  the  sto- 
mach was  healthy  ;  on  the  mucous 
membrane  of  its  smaller  curvature 
were  some  patches  of  redness,  which 
also  occurred  in  the  duodenum.  A 
living  lun)bricus,  six  inches  long,  was 
found  in  the  ileum.  The  portion  of 
intestine  which  enveloped  the  worm, 
was  of  a  bright  scarlet  color,  exhibit- 
ing an  intense  inflammation  without 
ulceration.  With  the  exception  of 
this  portion,  which  exactly  corres- 
ponded in  length  with  the  lumbricus, 
the  intestines  were  perfectly  healthy, 
as  were  the  other  abdominal  viscera. 
J.  G.  Stevenson. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of  cases,    40.  Of 

Abortio  -         -         -  1 

Anetus  terliana        -         -  1 

Blenorrliosa,  simp.  -         -  1 

CatarrhiJS         -  -  -  2 

Cephalaea        -         -         -  1 

Cholera  ...  3 

Colica  -         -         -  1 

Contusio  -         -         -  2 

Diarrlicea         .         -         -  6 

Dysenteria      -         -         -  1 

Dyspepsia        -         -    >     -  4 

Epiiidiosis,  prof.      -         -  I 

Enecia  -         -         -  2 

Haeniorrhagia  uteri  -  1 

Herj)cs  ciicinatus    -  -  1 

Hydrocephalus  acut.         -  1 

Hydrops  cellulacis  -  I 
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Helminthia 

Icterus   -         -         -         > 

Marisca 

Ophthalmia     - 

Paruria  dif. 

Phlegm. 

Phthisis 

Porrigo 

The  case  of  tertian  was  one  of 
some  months'  standing,  for  which 
medical  treatment  had  been  resorted 
to  in  New-York,  and  apparently  with 
perfect  success.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  patient  here,  she  applied  for  ad- 
vice on  account  of  debility  aiid  from 
apprehension  that  the  fever  would 
return.  Quassia,  with  other  bitter 
tonics,  was  given  freely.  At  the 
end  of  a  week  she  had  a  paroxysm. 
After  the  usual  preparation,  cinchona 
was  exhibited.  The  paroxysm  re- 
curred at  its  regular  period.  The 
cinchona  was  continued.  After  the 
same  interval,  the  patient  felt  again 
the  usual  precursors  of  the  cold  stage. 
These  were  watched,  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  chill  she  was 
bled  to  16  ounces.  The  paroxysm 
was  arrested.  A  cathartic  was  di- 
rected, and  being  sent  for,  taken  and 
repeated  with  the  despatch  usual  in 
Dispensary  cases.  Operated  in  about 
thirty-six  hours.  She  was  then  or- 
dered the  following  :  — 

R.   Liq.  Potass.  Araenitis,  gtt.  v. 

every  three  hours.  She  took  this 
without  inconvenience  for  four  days, 
during  which  time,  and  for  three 
weeks  since,  she  had  no  return  of 
the  fever.  E.  G.  Davis. 


WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of   cases,    42. 
Apostema  commune 
Asthma  humidum    - 
Arthros.  acuta 
Causis  -  -  - 

Contusio  .  .  - 

Colica  flatulenta 
Cephalaea  intensa    - 
Diarrhoea         -  -         - 

Empr.  paristhmitis  tonsil. 


1  Empr.  pneumon.  notha    ■ 

1  Exorm.  prurigo 

1  Fract.  radii 

1  Gastritis 

1  Gastro-enteritis 

3  Gastro-nieningitis    - 

1  L.  dyspepsia 

1  M.  phthisis      - 

Parturitio 

Paramen.  diffic. 
do.       relent, 
do.       superfl. 
do.        cessationis 

Varicella 

Vulnus 

Case  of  Complex  Labor. 

June  30th,  7  o'clock,  P.M.  Was 
called  to  visit  Mrs.  E.  S.  aged  26,  in 
labor.  She  had  been  mother  of  tiiree 
children,  all  of  which  were  stillborn, 
and  the  last  of  which  was  a  footling 
case.  Her  present  labor  commenced 
about  noon,  and  went  on  well  until 
5  o'clock,  when  the  membranes  rup- 
tured and  an  unusually  large  quantity 
of  liquor  amnii  was  discharged,  after 
which  pains  entirely  left  lier.  On 
exanrmation,  found  about  a  foot  and 
a  half  of  the  funis  umbili.  protruded 
externally,  and  the  left  foot  and  the 
left  arm  both  presenting  in  the  vagi- 
na, so  that  the  foetus  lay  transversely 
across  and  above  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  being 
freely  dilated. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  ef- 
forts  of  nature    being  inadequate  to 
the  accomplishment   of  the   end  for 
which    they   are   exerted,  the  physi- 
cian's great  object  is,  to  render  such 
assistance  as  will,  if  possible,  preserve 
the  life  of  the  child,  and  mitigate  the 
sufferings    of  the    mother.      In    the 
^^    present    case,   the    protrusion   of  so 
1         large   a   portion  of  the   funis  consti- 
1         tuted  one  source  of  difficulty,  and  the 
1         presentation    of  a   foot   and  an  arm 
1         was    also     another,— each    requiring 

3  particular  attention.  With  regard  to 
1  the  first,  being  aware  that  if  the  funis 
1         were   to    be  suspended    on  the  pre- 

4  senting  foot,  and  both  thus  returned 
1         into  the   uterus,  the   case   would  be 
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converted    into  an  arm  presentation,  southern  district, 

— an.l  a-iain,  if  tiic  funis  were  to  be  Whole  number    of  cases,    69. 

suspended    on    the    nresentins;    arm,  *    ,i        • 

I  ,      ,     ,                      I    I-    1    ^  1  Artnrosia  acuta 
I  both  !h;is   returned,  little  ad\ 


Of 


ami  uoiM  !n;is  returned,  little  advan- 
tage wtiidd  be  trained  by  it,  as  the 
case  must  become  a  fnotlirig  one,  and 
it  would  mnke  no  miilerial  difference 
whether  the  longer  portion  of  the 
funis  were  above  or  below  the  fcetal 
head,  since  that  degree  of  pressure 
upon  the  funis  at  one  part,  which 
would  be  fatal  to  the  child,  would  be 
equally  so  at  any  other  part, — hence 
it  was  ciMicluded  lo  be  most  practi- 
cable not  to  reuirn  the  funis  into  the 
uterus,  but  to  attend  to  the  following 
precautions,  viz: — to  make  sure  that 
the  funis  was  not  implicated  with  the 
lower  extremities  of  the  foetus  ;  then 
to  bring  the  funis  down  so  as  to  be 
nearly  straight  in  its  course  through 
the  pelvis,  and  next  to  return  the 
protruded  portion  wiihin  the  vagina, 
so  that  the  continuance  of  the  foetal 
circulation,  during  the  intervals  of 
pain,  might  be  promoted  by  the 
warmth  and  moisture  of  the  parts. 

With  regard  to  the  second  difficul- 
ty, viz.  the  presenting  parts,  the  only 
alternative  was  to  make  the  case  a 
footling  one  and  return  the  arm  into 
the  uterus.  By  bringing  down  the 
other  foot,  and,  when  the  pains  came 
°">  by  gf^iitly  drawing  upon  both 
feet,  the  arm  gradually  receded  into 
the  uterus,  and  thus  the  evolution  of 
the  ch  Id  was  effected.  From  this 
time,  the  labor  went  on  well,  with  a 
little  assistance,  until  the  head  lay  in 
the  vafrina    out    of  the  reach  of  ute- 


Aslhma  sicca  organica 
Bex  humida    -  -  - 

Cauma  -  -  -  - 

Ceph;ilitodps  ebriosus 
Cholera  infantum     - 
Colica  ileus    -         -         - 
Coprosiasis  concta  - 
do.  adstricta 

Diarrhoea  f  isa 
Dyspepsia  sedentaria 
Erythema  oedematosnm  - 
Exormia  lichen  urticosus 
Furunculus      -  -  . 

Helminthia  -  -  - 
Hydrops  cellularis  artuum 
Hysteria  -         .         - 

Icterus  choloeus 
Odontia  dentitio.  lact. 
Ophthalmia     -         -         - 
Paramenia  obstructionis  - 
Parturition      .  -         - 

Pleuritis  -         -  - 

Pneumonitis   -         -         - 
Rosalia  simplex 
Struma  vulgaris 
Syiiochns  soporosus 
Systremma  palmaris 
Thlasma  contusio   - 
Ulcus      -         -         .         - 


Urticaria 
Vulnus  - 

Males,  23 
under  fifteen 


2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
.5 
1 
12 
1 
5 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 


over  fifteen  years,  9  » 
14.  Females,  46:  over 
fifteen  years,  34  ;  under  fifteen,  12. 

The    Nettle    Lichen,    which    has 
been    the    most   prevalent,    has   also 


rine  contraction.  The  delivery  of  been  the  most  troublesome  of  any 
the  head  was  facilitated  by  succes-  disease  during  the  month  of  June, 
sively  extricating  the  arms,  and  by  affecting  whole  families,  and  showing 
gentle  drawing  upon  the  child  ;  but  evident  marks  of  contagion.  This 
the  pressure  of  the  head  upon  the  eruption  makes  its  appearance  about 
funis  had  suspended  the  circulation,  the  shoulders  and  back,  first  show- 
so  that  the  child  was  apparently  life-  ing  itself  when  the  heat  of  the 
less,  but  by  persevering  in  the  use  of  body  is  above  the  natural  standard, 
artificial  respiration,  and  the  external  and  gradually  extending  over  the 
application  of  stimuli  f  )r  half  an  body,  neck,  arms  and  thighs,  rarely 
hour,  it  was  resuscitated,  and  has  spreading  below  the  elbows  or  knees, 
since  been  well.  The  child  was  still  more  rarf'ly  atfecting;  the  face, 
large,  weighing  ten  pounds, — was  and  in  no  instance  the  hand  or  fin- 
born  aill  o'clock,  on  the  evening  gers.  Tiie  disease  commences  with 
of  the  same  day.          J,  H.  Lane.  small,  colorless  pimples,   which  gro<- 
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dually  increase  in  size  and  inflame 
on  scratching,  to  uliicli  the  [)atient  is 
very  strongly  nrged  by  the  intolera- 
ble itching  which  commences  with 
the  eruption.  In  a  few  days  the 
disease  extends  itself  to  the  limbs, 
when  those  pimples  which  appeared 
first  are  covered  with  a  small  brown 
scab,  surrounded  by  a  very  small 
areola  of  a  delicate  red  color.  While 
in  this  state,  new  pimples  are  daily 
appearing,  which  are  larger,  and  re- 
semble in  many  instances  those  from 
the  sting  of  nettles,  which  not  only 
itch,  but  have  a  severe  stinging  sen- 
sation, almost  constantly  d-epriving 
the  patient  of  rest,  and  som<Mimes  of 
sleep.  For  a  number  of  nights  opi- 
ates have  been  resorted  to,  but  with- 
out much  benefit.  In  most  of  the 
cases  a  few  small  vesicles  were  found 
containing  a  light  straw-colored  fluid^ 
these  appear  near  the  termination 
of  the  disease,  and  are  more  re- 
markable for  their  stinging  and  ting- 
ling than  for  their  itching.  While 
the  disease  lasts,  which  has  been  from 
two  to  six  weeks,  fresh  crops  of  the 
eruption  have  appeared  as  often  as 
once  a  week  ;  not  all  at  once,  but 
new  pimples  would  arise  promiscu- 
ously on  the  parts  affected,  so  that 
within  the  space  of  a  few  inches  the 
eruption  was  to  be  seen  in  every 
stage  of  gradation.  The  appetite 
has  been  invariably  good,  but  the 
patients  have  often  been  driven  from 
their  rneals  by  the  itching  and  sting- 
ing, which,  when  the  body  is  a  little 
heated,  is  a  feelinij  of  the  greatest 
irritation,  and  sometimes  of  a.Mguish. 

Tlie  mineral  acids,  oxids,  and  salts, 
were  used  in  various  ways  and  forms, 
wiih  sulphur  internally,  and  not  the 
least  benefit  resulted  therefrom. 

The  only  successful  treatment  has 
been  the  daily  use  of  the  warm  fresh 
wafer  bath,  with  soap,  followed  in 
every  instance  by  clean  linen,  to  ab- 
stain fron)  every  irritation,  as  scratch- 
ing, brushing,  and  stimulating  appli- 
cations to  the  skin  ;  and  to  allay  the 
itching  and  stinging  by  frequent  ab- 
lutions with  sea  water,  which  gene- 
rally was  successful,   but  in  one  very 


severe  case,  soap  and  water  answer- 
ed much  better.  The  bowels  were 
regularly  opened  with  salts,  and  cool- 
ing diluents  were  freely  administered. 
In  some  of  the  most  severe  cases,  the 
ung.  stram.,  rubbed  with  Goulard's 
Extract,  appeared  to  aff()rd  allevia- 
tion to  the  itching  and  heat  ;  the  ung. 
hyd.  nit.-oxid.  was  used  in  a  few 
cases  with  some  advantage,  but  in  no 
case  did  it  effect  any  permanent  re- 
lief until  ablutions,  exact  cleanliness 
and  the  bath  were  had  recourse  to, 
and  it  was  only  used  in  the  mild 
cases  which  were  of  long  continuance. 
If  a  diarrhoea  came  on  from  impro- 
per diet,  the  eruption  in  a  few  mo- 
ments would  entirely  recede,  and 
appear  with  the  returning  health  of 
the  patient.  The  disease  leaves  the 
patient  in  a  very  gradual  manner 
when  it  is  about  being  radically  cured. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  those 
patients  who  scratched  the  least  were 
very  soon  cured,  though  their  disease 
was  of  equal  severity  with  others. 
Exposure  to  a  free  current  of  air  had 
no  effect  on  the  eruption,  other  than 
that  a  low  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere was  more  agreeable  than  a 
hiirh  tem[)erature.  In  one  case  the 
t'ollovving  lotion  afforded  a  speedy 
cure,  wi;h  the  bath,  ablutions,  &.c.  ; 
in  others  it  was  of  no  service,  pro- 
ducing only  the  n)ost  violent  pain  and 
burning. 

R.   H3  drarg.  Oxymuri.    3^3. 
Aquse,   3^'''''     ^'^'   et  adde 
Ammo.  Muri.  3'i5s. 
Potassae  Nitratis,  3iij.     M. 

With  this  the  eruption  was  lightly 
touched  morning  and  evening. 

This  eruption,  which  so  much  re- 
sembles eczema  in  its  form  and  ap- 
pearance, difi'i.'rs  entirely  as  to  its  lo- 
cality. Eczema  affects  the  face,  the 
neck  when  exposed,  and  the  fore  arn)s, 
but  particularly  the  back  of  the  hands 
and  the  fingers,  which  often  swell  very, 
considerably  ;  while  in  all,  even  the 
most  severe  cases  of  nettle  lichen, 
the  hands  have  remained  perfectly 
free  from  the  eruption  throughout 
the  whole  course  of  the  disease. 

Charles  T,  Hildreth. 
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WEEKLY    KEPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  July  25,  at  noon. 
July  20,  Hannah  Hill,  73  yrs. 

Mary  Edwards,  42 

Elias  Bacon,  86 

James  Redman,  52 

21.  Mary  Ann  Hutchinson,  15 
Rachael  Smith,  60 

22.  James  Cain,  26 
Susan  Robinson,  39 
James  Jones,  38 
William  Godsoe,  55 
Mary  Ann  Mc Bride,              12  mo. 

23.  Marv  A.  Davis,  11 

24.  Emeline  C.  Walker,  25  yrs. 
Cynthia  Walton,                     28 
William  Kennedy,                  36 
Thomas  Gage,                         24 

25.  Wm.  Joseph  Briggs,  11 
Bursting  a  bloodvessel,  1 — consumption,  5 — 

croup,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — drinking  cold 
water,  1 — killed  in  a  quarrel,  1 — lock-jaw,  1  — 
old  age,  2 — suicide,  1 — drowned,  1 — unknown, 
2.  Males,8— females,  9.  Stillborn,  1.  To- 
tal,  18. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR    Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,   Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  &c. 

"  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the -best  preparation  of  Ma°:nesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  I>i- 
quid  Magnesia  was  commenced  by  Dart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  g'eneral  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, and  it  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  lliem  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N,  BR,EWER  &  BROTHERS, 

Druggiiis. 

No.  90  k  92  Washington  Street. 
*^*  Soda,    Rochelle   and   other     mineral 
■waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. , 

I  HIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 


T 


LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGK-APHV;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. 'I'o  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
Stales,  frojn  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D,  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
^:c.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following  characters,  viz.  Hush,  Monson, 
VVistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Dauforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

'•■  Thou  shall  lie  down 
With  patriachsof  the  infant  world — with  kings, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — th.3  wise,  the  good, 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past, 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  vols — Price  $  5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

2^9  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Winter  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Medi- 
cines ;  among  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In- 
firmary, Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  Sic.  &c. 

C.  VV.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Physicians,  his  friends 
and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'*  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  2'2. 

ABERNETHY'S  LECTURES. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.,  63 
Market  St.,  have  in  the  press.  Lec- 
tures on  .jinatom}/^  Surgery  and  Pathology.^ 
including  observations  on  Local  Diseases, 
delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
By  John  Abernethy,  F.  R.  S.  These 
Lectures  contain  the  results  of  all  Mr. 
Abernethy's  experience  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  in  private  practice 
as  a  London  Surgeon. 

Boston,  June  1,  1828. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  threo  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

A  Letter  to  Chandler  Robbins, 
JSLD.f  being  a  Reply  to  kis  Re- 
marks on  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  subject  of 
Re-vaccination. 

By  Thomas  Henderson,  M.D.,  Prof, 
of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Mediciue,  Washington. 

Sir, — I  read  your  remarks  on  the 
Report  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with 
some  surprise.  Remote  as  you 
were  from  the  scene  of  action, 
unacquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances which  called  forth  the 
Society,  and  engaging  in  an  inqui- 
ry of  great  scientiHc  and  practical 
importance,  it  was  to  be  expected 
that  courteous  and  temperate  dis- 
cussion should  mark  an  investiga- 
tion, involving  a  difference  of 
opinion,  and  an  obligation  to  an- 
nounce that  ditference. 

You  have  overrated  the  impor- 
tance of  your  paper  in  the  Boston 
Journal,  by   supposing  that  it  ori- 
2Cy 


ginated  the  course  of  the  Medical 
Society.  That  paper  was  thrown 
into  our  newspaper  in  order  to 
shelter  a  medical  paragraphist  of 
this  city.  As  a  specimen  of  fair 
and  ingenious  speculation,  your 
essay  was  favorably  estimated.  In 
another  respect  you  have  over- 
rated the  influence  of  your  writ- 
ings ; — it  is  when  you  say  that 
"  this  suggestion  was  instantly  re- 
jected because  it  had  not  been 
made  before."  I  assure  you  that 
the  whole  affair  was  of  municipal 
origin  and  direction  ;  and  not  the 
slightest  claim  was  allowed  you 
as  originating  the  theory  or  prac- 
tice of  re-vaccination.  It  was 
well  known  to  the  Society  that 
re-vaccination  had  been  recom- 
mended, practised,  and  had  proved 
useless  ;  therefore  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  committee  you  were 
not  the  author  of  the  suggestion  or 
practice. 

It  is  proper  to  inform  you  what 
did  induce  tiie  Society  to  act.  A 
pliysician  of  this  city  published  a 
direction  that   all   persons  should 
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be  re-vaccinated — those  who  had  gated.     The  subject  had  excited 
had  smallpox,  as  well  as  the  vac-  intense  interest  in  the  profession 
cinated  ;  he  pronounced  none  safe,  for  some  time, — the   steps  were 
unless  they  had  undergone  small-  not  unadvisedly  taken, — your   au- 
pox   twice,  or   cowpock  fm'ce,  or  thorities  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
until   by    repeated    trials    it    was  Society, — we  stand   pledged  and 
proved  they  would  not  take  cow-  prepared  to  maintain  the  Report, 
pock.     Thrown  out  at  a  moment  —we  feel  confident  that  if  it  re- 
ef great  alarm,  persons  flocked  to  ceives  no  greater  shock  than  that 
the  physicians  to  know  if  it  were  given    by   your   "  Remarks,"    its 
.necessary    to    be    re-vaccinated  truth  will  remain  unaflected. 
thus  universally.     It  was  thought  The  Report  is  charged  with  ex- 
proper  that    the    Society    should  citement.     The  document  speaks 
interfere,  and  with  unanimity  un-  for  itself, — it  is  calm,  temperate 
precedented,  as  far  as  I   can   as-  and  true.      Is   that  undue  excite- 
certain,  they  gave  the  opinion  that  ment  which  regrets   the    discre- 
universal  re-vaccmaiion  was   un-  pant  views   of  vaccination  .''      Is 
necessary.     It  deserves  to  be  re-  that    feeling    impassioned    which 
collected  that  the  physician,  who  gives  thirty  years'  experience  as  a 
thus    aroused    and    alarmed    our  safe    guide    to    the    vaccinator  ? 
citizens,    and    this    through     the  Was   it  not   the    sure   course    to 
newspapers,    not    only   failed    to  avoid  excitement,  that  the  expe- 
communicate  with  the  committee  rienced,     the    talented,    and    the 
of  the  Society,  when  properly  and  candid,  should  collectively  recom- 
respectfully  invited  to  do  so,  but  mend  to  their   fellow  citizens  the 
so  far  proved  himself  regardless  course  of  safety  .''     There  was  no 
of  the  courtesy  which  the  invita-  excitement,   sir,  except  that  im- 
(ion  demanded,  as  to  pass  it  with-  pulse  v\hich  leads  to  the  develop- 
out  any  notice.     In  Boston  I  think  ment  of  truth.     Is  it,  I   most  res- 
your  Medical    Association   would  pectfully  ask  you,  kind,  courteous 
have  been,  at  least,  as  much  ex-  or  modest,  to  lay  this  charge  to  a 
cited  by  such  conduct,  as  you  re-  deliberative  medical  body  ? 
present  our   body   to   have    been  The  resolution   of  the  Society 
here, — nor  would  it  be  too  severe  approving  the  course  of  those  who 
a   reprehension,  to   expel  such  a  opposed    general    re-vaccination, 
member  from  a  liberal  and  scien-  was  directed,  as  all  the  preceding 
tific  association.  were,  to  those  immediately  con- 
The  Report  is  reproached  be-  ceined.      If  you  suppose  the  re- 
cause,  in  three  days,  the  commit-  solve  referred  to  your  paper,    I 
tee,  from  an  examination  of  medi-  take  great  pleasure   in   removing 
cal  records,   gave  an  opinion  on  a  the  impression  ;    but  the  supposi- 
point  in  vaccination.      If  the  con-  lion   involves   another    overrating 
elusion  of  the  Society  be  correct,  of  the  importance  of  your  essay, 
it  matters  not  whether  three    or  The   resolution  grew  out   of  cir- 
three  times  three  days  were  con-  cumstances,    which    I    prefer    to 
sumed  in  reaching  it.       I   cannot  communicate  to  any  one  who  may 
think  the  conclusion  disproved  by  deem  himself  implicated,  rather 
your    reasonings,    researches    or  than  to  the  public, 
facts.       The  records  of  medicine  It  is  proper  to  remind  you  that 
were  diligently  and  fully  investi-  you  have  charged  a  body  of  phy- 
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sicians,  all  of  whom  are  perhaps 
older  nraciitioners  than  yourself, 
with  folly^  passion.,  ignorance.,  and 
with  the  reckless  act  of  discour- 
aging the  check  of  smallpox.  The 
reader,  as  well  as  yourself,  will 
bear  this  in  mind,  referring  these 
allegations  to  the  above  explana- 
tions, and  to  what  will  follow. 
We  may  at  least  expect  that  your 
positions,  promptly  taken,  will  be 
so  entrenched  with  facts  as  to  en- 
sure them  the  lirmest  support. 
Much  is  to  be  expected  from  your 
zealous  spirit,  and  ingenious  theo- 
ries ;  I  will  always  be  happy  to 
attend  to  your  suggestions  ;  for 
there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the 
phials  ofyour  indignation  are  emp- 
tied, or  if  not,  it  is  with  much 
deference  submitted  to  you  to 
reserve  your  wrath  for  those  who 
aim  to  injure  you. 

But  there  is  a  ground  on  which 
we  can  happily  concur.  Let  us 
suggest  to  each  other  and  to  the 
profession  any  thing,  which  will 
cooperate  with  the  spirit  and  dis- 
covery of  Jenner,  in  mitigating 
smallpox.  In  accordance  with 
this  proposition  I  will  offer  a  few 
remarks  on  the  efficacy  of  re- 
vaccination.  I  wish  to  clear  the 
subject  of  one  or  two  collateral 
points,  that  we  may  be  perfectly 
understood.  I  divide  re-vaccina- 
tion into  general  and  proper.  The 
motives  which  require  the  proper 
are  familiarly  known,  undisputed, 
and  therefore  it  is  dismissed  from 
the  controversy.  We  differ  on 
the  value  of  general  re-vaccina- 
tion. I  give  you  freely  all  you 
can  derive  from  theory,  carefully 
avoiding  speculation  myself.  I 
will  even  admit  myself  bound  to 
prove  a  negative  ;  but  you  will 
allow  me  freely  to  analyze  your 
facts,  your  experiments.  Per- 
haps you  will   assent  to  another 


proposition  ;  it  is  that  nothing  but 
experiment  can  settle  the  question. 
Ratiocination,  however  subtle, 
and  none  can  be  more  ingenious 
than  yours,  will  never  establish 
the  alHrmative  or  negative. 

I  proceed  then  to  examine  your 
two  essays  for  fact  and  experi- 
ence. But  what  is  to  be  proved.-* 
Here  let  us  perfectly  understand 
each  other.  The  thing  to  be 
proved  is  this, —  Whether  general 
?'e-vaccination  is  a  shelter,  a  pro- 
tection from  smallpox.  We  are 
not  now  discussing  the  question 
whether  it  has  been  recommended 
or  not  ;  but  the  simple,  conclusive 
point,  whether  it  has  done  good. 

You  will  permit  rae  to  say,  that 
after  reviewing  your  course,  vve 
have  a  right  to  expect  some  af- 
firmative testimony.  You  have 
taken  responsible  ground,  in  as- 
serting the  existence  of  such  evi- 
dence, and  you  have  keenly  re- 
proached a  distant,  and  quoad 
you,  an  unoffending  Society,  for 
not  knowing  or  stating  it.  It  is 
still  further  necessary  for  you  to 
have  adduced  these  facts,  because 
you  can  neither  maintain  yourself, 
nor  upset  the  Society  without 
them. 

Is  there  in  your  first  essay  one 
fact,  one  case  which  proves  the 
superior  security  of  the  re-vacci- 
nated on  the  general  plan  .''  Yes, 
sir,  there  is  one,  which  I  the  ra- 
ther adduce  because  it  will  be 
one  which  will  interest  you.  It 
is  that  of  Dr.  Chandler  Robbins, 
who  was  vaccinated  thirty  years 
ago,  and  has  resisted  repeated 
exposure  to  smallpox.  But  per- 
haps you  have  been  re-vaccinated, 
— you  do  not  say  so.  If  you  have, 
how  can  you  demonstrate  that 
your  security  is  less  owing  to  the 
first  vaccination,  than  to  the  sub- 
sequent attempts  ?     There  is  no 
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other  case  or  experiment  in  your 
first  paper. 

The  evidence,  then,  which  fas- 
tens the  character  you  have 
been  pleased  to  attach  to  the  So- 
ciety, is  surely  to  be  found  in  your 
last  essay.  The  .Society  deny  the 
existence  of  experience  to  prove 
the  value  of  general  re-vaccina- 
tion. Every  step  on  your  part  is 
a  sheer  begging  of  the  question. 
Here  Dr.  Almon  inquires,"  Would 
not  these  re-vaccinated  have  been 
liable  to  smallpox  ?"  There  you 
inquire  about  the  hacknied  Gros- 
venor  case,  "  Would  he  not,"  &c. 
Then  you  bring  the  penitential 
exclamation  of  the  Madeira  phy- 
sician,— and  really  the  cry  is  so 
perseveringly  urged  to  grant  your 
premises,  by  answering  your  ques- 
tions, that  if  I  could,  consistently 
with  the  interests  of  truth  and  our 
Society,  compassionate  you,  I 
would  do  so. 

I  have  thus  adduced  all  the  au- 
thorities which  you  bring  to  prove, 
that,  if  the  Medical  Society  had 
looked  as  far  ahead  as  you  have, 
they  would  have  seen  cause  to 
alter  their  views.  I  ask  any  in- 
telligent man  or  physician,  if  you 
have  advanced  one  instance  which 
proves  that  the  re-vaccinated  are 
more  exempt  from  smallpox  than 
the  vaccinated.  1  leave  you  in 
candor  to  say  if  you  have. 

But  Dr.  Almon  does  say  some- 
thing which  I  am  surprised  that 
you  have  overlooked.  He  divides 
iiis  re-vaccinated  patients  into  two 
classes, — 1st,  those  whose  arms 
became  inflamed, — 2d,  those  on 
whom  no  impression  was  made  by 
re-vaccination.  He  says  he  saw 
no  varioloid  among  the  inftamed- 
arm  patients, — he  says  nothing  of 
the  others.  It  will  be  seen  that 
this,  on  re-vaccinating  principles, 
proving  too  much,  evidences  no- 


thing; and  that  it  is  impossible  for 
any  man  to  say  that  an  injlamed 
arm,  from  secondary  attempts, 
aflorded  a  security  which  could 
not  more  rationally  be  ascribed  to 
the  first  satisfactory  vaccination. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  supposed  that 
I  do  not  respect  Dr.  Almon's  pa- 
per ;  it  is  only  to  ascertain  how 
far  it  bears  you  out  that  it  is  in- 
troduced. 

Your  essay  gives  no  other  tes- 
timony than  the  inquiry  of  Dr.  Al- 
mon; for  I  have  furnished  you  with 
a  fact  which  you  seem  to  have 
overlooked.  Surely  Dr.  Physick's 
letter  has  nothing  for  you.  He 
gives  no  evidence  of  the  efficacy 
of  re-vaccination  ;  nor  do  the  oth- 
er gentlemen.  What  do  they  say .'' 
Why,  that  re-vaccination  has  been 
practised  in  various  places.  It  is 
emphatically  inquired  cui  bono  ? 
what  is  the  result?  The  re-vac- 
cinated are  not  said  to  be  more 
exempt  than  others, — and  if  you 
prove  any  thing  short  of  this,  you 
prove  nothing  as  to  the  point  at 
issue. 

I  have  thus  examined  and  exhi- 
bited all  the  experience  in  favor 
of  re-vaccination  on  which  you 
have  grounded  such  uncourteous 
charges  against  our  Society.  I  have 
candidly  stated  all  your  facts,  and 
have  aided  you  by  giving  from  Dr. 
Almon,  what  you  have  overlooked 
or  omitted.  The  question  might 
be  left  here  ;  but  the  Society 
went  further  when  they  declared, 
that  experiment  on  the  largest 
scale  had  proved  re-vaccination 
unnecessary.  And  here,  sir,  it 
is  submitted  to  you,  if  it  would 
not  have  been  more  proper  and 
profitable  for  all,  that  instead  of 
pronouncing  judgment  and  con- 
demnation on  the  arraigned,  you 
should  first  have  asked  for  the 
evidence.     You  have  overlooked 
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the  most  important  resolution,  as 
to  the  result  o(  experiments.  Pre- 
pared as  the  Report  was  to  relieve 
and  direct  our  agitated  communi- 
ty, it  would  have  been  out  of 
place  to  make  a  long  medical  es- 
say of  it.  You  might  in  charity 
suppose,  that  no  society  of  physi- 
cians would  endanger  themselves 
by  a  broad  assertion,  the  truth  of 
which  they  had  reason  to  believe 
u'oxdd  be  inquired  into.  They 
would  have  been  both  weak  and 
wicked  to  have  done  so. 

I  will  now  detail  to  you  the 
evidence  on  which  the  Society 
came  to  their  conclusions. 

1.  The  essay  of  Dr.  Barrett  in 
the  Boston  Journal,  No.  8, — and 
your  attention  to  that  paper  is 
specially  requested.  I  need  not 
speak  of  the  general  character  of 
the  essay, — it  is  a  useful,  sensible, 
candid  productiou.  Dr.  Barrett  is 
a  re-vaccinist, — he  advocates  it, 
and  therefore  you  will  accredit  his 
statements.  These  statements 
are,  that  the  varioloid  prevailed  to 
an  unusual  extent  where  he  lived, 
— that  re-vaccination  was  carried 
to  a  considerable  extent  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  its  efficacy, — that 
as  a  test  of  previous  vaccination, 
and  as  more  thoroughly  affecting 
the  system,  it  was  no  doubt  ad- 
vantageous,— "iui  however  much 
the  system  has  been  saturated  with 
cowpock,  varioloid  has  occurred  af- 
terwards.''^ You  will  find  special  il- 
lustration of  the  failure  of  re-vac- 
cination in  another  part  of  the  es- 
say. In  one  family  the  only  mem- 
ber who  retook  vaccination  suffered 
varioloid  severely. 

I  confess  some  surprise  tliat 
you  should  have  overlooked  this 
entire  paper  of  Dr.  Barrett.  It 
was  in  the  Boston  .Journal,  your 
"  field  of  fame  ;"  it  was  by  a  re- 
vaccinist, — the  efficacy  of  re-vac- 


cination was  specially  alluded  to  ; 
and  you  should  have  used  him  as 
an  aid,  or  acknowledged  him  as 
candid  authority  against  you.  We 
are  not  special  pleaders, — we  are 
endeavoring  to  find  out  truth, 
come  whence  it  may,  for  the  good 
of  our  fellow  creatures.  We  are 
at  issue  on  an  interesting  point, — 
do  agree  with  me,  sir,  to  search 
with  fidelity,  that  we  may  con- 
vince each  other  and  enlighten 
our  profession.  All  our  readers 
will  admit  Dr.  Barrett's  essay 
much  more  to  the  point,  than  the 
use  you  have  made  of  Dr.  Almon's 
authority. 

2.  I  invite  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  failure  of  re-vacci- 
nation is  distinctly  stated  in  Cross 
on  Varioloid.  The  experiment 
was  made  by  a  medical  gentle- 
man. You  certainly  will  not  re- 
fuse the  authority  of  that  accurate 
case,  after  the  kind  of  evidence 
which  has  been  adduced  in  your 
essays. 

3.  That  form  of  re-vaccination 
which  has  been  most  relied  on  is 
Bryce's  beautiful  test.  To  one 
so  extensively  versed  as  you  are 
in  the  literature  of  vaccination,  I 
need  not  say  how  authoritatively 
that  test  has  been  recommended  ; 
and  yet  its  failure  has  been  evi- 
denced in  case  after  case,  the  de- 
tails of  which  cases  were  admit- 
ted by  Bryce  himself. 

4.  I  refer  you,  for  evidence  of 
the  failure  of  re-vaccination  to 
protect  from  varioloid,  to  Monro 
on  Smallpox.  Dr.  Monro's  defi- 
nition of  perfect  vaccination,  im- 
plies re-vaccination. 

5.  I  now  detail  an  experiment 
which  shall  speak  for  itself. 

The  North  Carolina,  of  seventy- 
four  guns,  shipped  a  crew  at  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,  of  nine  hundred 
men.      Of  tbese    nearly    all    had 
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bften  vaccinated  or  had  smallpox. 
The  surgeon  of  the  ship  procured 
the  purest  virus  and  re- vaccinated 
the  crew.  Not  satisfied  with 
this,  Dr.  Washington  repeated  the 
vaccination  before  the  ship  sailed. 
At  Gibraltcr,  re-vaccinalion  was 
done  with  virus  from  London  ;  and 
the  vigilant  officers,  to  make  as- 
surance doubly  sure,  re-vaccinat- 
ed the  crew  at  Port  Mahon. 
Notwithstanding  this  ultra  re-vac- 
cination, under  such  various  cir- 
cumstances of  virus,  climate,  &c. 

ONE  HUNDRED    AND    FIFTY-SEVEN 

of  the  crew  had  the  varioloid. 

I  say  this  experiment  shall 
speak  for  itself. 

With  these  facts  before  them, 
— with  the  result  of  their  own 
experience,  and  with  the  univer- 
sally acknowledged  security  of  a 
vast  majority  of  the  vaccinated, 
(not  re-vaccinated,)  the  Society 
ventured  to  give  their  opinions. 
If  it  would  not  savor  of  pedantry, 
I  could  give  you  a  catalogue  of 
the  records  of  medicine  which 
were  brought  to  the  question,  and 
a  long  one  it  would  be.  I  leave 
the  profession  to  judge  how  far 
your  "  Remarks"  have  invalidated 
the  views  of  the  Medical  Society. 

But,  sir,  I  doubtless  have  much 
to  learn  on  this  absorbing  topic  : 
and  from  you  it  will  give  me  plea- 
sure to  receive  instruction.  Who 
would  seal  his  mind  with  preju- 
dice in  handling  the  subject  of 
cowpock  and  smallpox  ?  Who 
would  sophisticate  a  discussion  of 
the  question  with  passion,  excite- 
ment, illiberality  ?  Who  would 
"  discourage  any  attempt  to  check 
the  progress  of  varioloid,  of  small- 
pox ?"  7\.nd  yet  such  are  the  im- 
putations you  cast  on  a  society  of 
physicians,  who  were  honestly  and 
conscientiously  engaged  in  a  work 
of  science  and  benevolence,  aided 


by  the  best  lights  of  medical  lite- 
rature. As  a  member  of  our  So- 
ciety, except  on  your  own  ac- 
count I  do  not  deprecate  your 
wrath, — strike^  but  hear  us, — 
strike  us  with  all  the  force  of 
truth, — spare  not  with  the  wea- 
pons of  experiment  and  fact.  But 
as  this  is  a  question  to  be  settled 
only  by  experiment,  bring  facts  to 
bear  on  it.  These  will  alone  en- 
lighten the  profession,  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tures, and  give  character  to  your 
strictures  on  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  obedient  servant, 
Tho.mas  Henderson. 

P.  S.  I  shall  do  myself  the 
pleasure  of  addressing  you  again 
on  this  subject,  when  some  notice 
will  be  taken  of  certain  specula- 
tive views  of  vaccination. 

Washington,  July,  1828. 


II. 

JVbie  respecting  Dr.  Robbins''  last 
Paper. 

By  Geo.  Hayward,  M.D. 

There  is  nothing,  that  I  can  per- 
ceive, in  Dr.  Robbins'  last  com- 
munication that  alters,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  the  state  of  the 
question  respecting  re-vaccina- 
tion ;  and  I  should  have  left  the 
decision  of  the  controverted  points 
to  the  profession,  without  adding 
another  word,  if  there  had  not 
been  an  intimation  that  I  had  dis- 
torted the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
case  of  varioloid  at  the  Hospital. 
My  remarks  shall  be  very  brief, 
and  will  be  directed  to  this  topic 
only. 

I  asserted  that  the  statement  of 
Dr.  R.  respecting  the  person  who 
watched  with  the  varioloid  patient 
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at  the  Hospital,  was  without  "  a 
shado'.v  of  foundation."  Dr.  R. 
thinks  the  lansiuaoe  uncourteous ; 
I  admit  that  it  is,  and  regret  that 
I  used  it  ;  but  I  will  now  prove  to 
the  reader  that  I  was  warranted 
in  so  doing  by  the  facts  of  the 
case,  though  a  different  expression 
might  have  been  preferable,  and 
there  was  no  design  in  me  to  im- 
pute any  thing  like  intentional 
misrepresentation  to  him. 

Dr.  R.  staled  that  the  person 
who  watched  with  the  varioloid 
patient  at  the  Hospital  the  night 
before  his  removal,  was  success- 
fully re-vaccinated.  I  replied 
that  so  far  from  this  being  the 
fact,  the  individual  had  had  the 
smallpox,  was  never  vaccinated 
before  that  time,  and  then  did  not 
take  the  disease.  Dr.  R.  now 
admits  tiiat  this  is  true,  but  says 
that  he  referred  to  aiiother  per- 
son, an  assistant  nurse  in  the 
house,  and  seems  to  be  surprised 
that  I  did  not  so  understand  him. 
I  do  not  know  how  I  should,  for 
the  nurses  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
watching  with  the  patients,  and  I 
never  knew,  till  I  saw  Dr.  R.'s 
paper,  that  she  had  ever  been  in 
the  roo(n  of  the  varioloid  patient. 
Had  I  not  then  a  right  to  say,  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
statement  ? 

But  Dr.  R.  now  maintains,  that 
this  assistant  nurse  was  success- 
fully re-vaccinated,  and  that  she 
was  exposed  to  the  infection  of 
the  varioloid  disease  by  being  fre- 
quently in  the  room  with  Mr. 
Crane.  Let  ihe  reader  judge 
how  far  this  is  correct,  after  ex- 
amining the  facts  which  I  will 
now  present. 

1.  The  arm  of  this  person  was 
shown  to  me  on  the  ninth  day 
after  the  introduction  of  the  vac- 
cine virus,  without  my  knowing 
or  even  suspecting   that   she    had 


ever  been  before  vaccinated,  and 
long  before  any  discussion  had 
taken  place,  and  I  pronounced  the 
case,  without  hesitation,  to  be 
spurious. 

2.  The  House  Physician,  with- 
in a  week,  has  stated  to  me,  that 
it  suppurated  on  the  eighth  day, 
and  assumed  rather  the  appear- 
ance of  a  pustule  produced  by  the 
tartrite  of  antimony  ointment,  than 
that  of  a  vaccine  vesicle. 

3.  Above  all,  the  case  was 
pronounced  by  the  physicians  wh9 
saw  it  daily,  to  be  spurious,  and 
it  has  been  reported  by  Dr.  Chan- 
ning  as  such  in  this  Journal. 

This  evidence  must  be  deci- 
sive, for  the  opinion  of  no  physi- 
cian, however  respectable,  who 
only  saw  the  case  once,  can  weigh 
against  it  in  the  least. 

The  certificate  of  Dr.  Whitte- 
more  proves  nothing.  There  is 
no  doubt  he  took  matter  from  the 
arm,  but  unless  it  be  proved  that 
he  produced  the  genuine  cowpox 
with  it,  it  is  at  least  negative 
evidence  that  the  case  was  spu- 
rious. 

On  the  whole,  I  do  not  see  that 
I  have  distorted  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  case  at  the  Hos- 
pital, in  the  slightest  degree. — 
1st.  I  denied  that  part  of  Dr. 
R.'s  statement  respecting  the 
watcher,  and  proved  that  it  was 
incorrect  ;  this  he  now  admits. 
2d.  I  asserted  that  the  cowpox 
was  not  communicated  to  an  indi- 
vidual in  the  Hospital  who  had 
before  had  that  disease  or  the 
smallpox.  The  assistant  nurse, 
whose  case  is  spoken  of  above,  is 
the  only  one  whom  Dr.  R.  says 
was  successfully  re-vaccinated. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think, 
that  the  profession  will  pronounce 
this  case  spurious,  on  the  evidence 
I  have  adduced. 

Boston,  .August,  1828. 
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III. 

From  the  Lon.  Med.  Gazette. 

DISEASES      OF    CHILDREN. 

By  Dr.  WiLtiAM  Hunter. 

Concluded  from  page  393. 

Convulsions. — In  proportion  as 
we  are  younger,  the  irritability 
of  the  brain  and  nervous  system 
is  as  predominant  as  their  bulk. 
Thence  convulsions  happen  so 
frequently  in  children,  from  a  va- 
riety of  causes  ;  and  thence, too, 
so  often  without  doing  much  mis- 
chief. In  the  first  months,  the 
most  common  cause  of  convulsion 
is  some  disorder  of  the  stomach 
or  bowels.  We,  therefore,  in- 
stantly give  a  clyster  and  a  dose 
of  rhubarb,  with  some  cordial 
medicines  to  comfort  the  bowels. 
By  bringing  the  bowels  into  good 
order,  we  cure  convulsions,  be- 
cause we  thereby  remove  the 
cause.  Convulsion  being  a  symp- 
tom, not  a  disease,  little  more  is 
to  be  done,  in  most  cases,  than 
attention  to  general  health.  The 
convulsions  which  arise  from  den- 
tition, or  from  water  in  the  head, 
will  be  considered  hereafter. 

Water  in  the  Head. — When  an 
unnatural  quantity  of  water  accu- 
mulates in  a  child's  head,  either 
before  or  after  its  birth,  the  case 
is  generally  discoverable  by  the 
breadth  of  the  sutures  and  mould, 
as  well  as  by  the  bulk  of  the  head; 
the  symptoms  are  more  mild,  be- 
cause the  seams  of  the  head  give 
way,  and  allow  the  brain  to  ac- 
commodate itself  insensibly  to  the 
state  of  the  water  contained. 
Thence  such  a  child  will  live 
some  months,  or  even  many  years, 
and  its  head  will  swell  to  an 
amazing  size.  But  the  disease, 
from  the  time  that  it  becomes 
perceptible,  is  absolutely  out  of 
the  reach  of  all  assistance  by  art. 


When  an  unnatural  quantity  of 
water  collects  in  a  child's  head, 
after  the  skull  is  grown  pretty 
close  and  firm,  as  at  twelve 
months  of  age,  or  later,  the  dis- 
ease, though  frequent,  cannot  be 
known  with  certainty:  the  bones  do 
not  recede  in  proportion  as  the 
water  collects,  and  the  brain,  in 
proportion,  is  more  oppressed  ; 
whence  heaviness,  convulsions, 
fever,  &c.  and  death.  Except 
for  attention  to  general  health, 
and  to  alleviate  the  symptoms, 
this  disease  likewise  is  out  of  the 
reach  of  art. 

Starting  or  Protrusion  of  the 
JVavely  is  a  very  common  weak- 
ness in  children,  particularly  in 
such  as  are  frequently  disordered 
in  their  bowels,  and  strain  much, 
either  by  crying  or  from  other 
causes.  It  should  be  very  care- 
fully attended  to  in  females  ;  be- 
cause, if  they  grow  up  with  a 
w^eak  or  lax  navel,  they  will  be 
in  proportion  more  liable  to  a  rup- 
ture at  the  navel  from  pregnancy. 
It  is  always  cured  by  binding  it 
carefully  down  with  a  thick  com- 
press. If  that  cannot  be  kept 
properly  upon  the  part,  it  should 
be  made  of  pieces  of  plaster, 
spread  upon  leather,  just  adhesive 
enough  to  prevent  its  slipping  from 
the  precise  place  where  the  pres- 
sure ought  to  be  made.  A  little 
ball  of  lint,  wool,  or  cotton,  should 
be  put  into  the  pit  of  the  navel  ; 
and  then  the  plaster-compress  ; 
the  pieces  cut  in  gradation  larger, 
and  the  outermost  piece  consider- 
ably broader,  to  lay  hold  of  a  con- 
siderable surface  of  skin. 

The  cure  is  generally  promoted 
by  the  use  of  the  cold  bath,  be- 
cause such  children  are  commonly 
weak. 

Dentition. — From  six  or  seven 
months  of  age,  to  two   or  three 
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years,  many  children  suffer  much 
from  teethuig.  When  the  symp- 
toms are  mild,  and  the  body  is 
open,  or  in  a  purging  state,  the 
case  requires  no  particular  treat- 
ment. The  common  symptoms 
are,  purging  or  costiveness,  occa- 
sional feverish  fits,  with  restless- 
ness, peevishness,  and  the  other 
attendants  of  fever,  eruptions  on 
the  body,  of  various  kinds,  and 
scabby  eruptions  on  the  face  and 
scalp,  cough,  loss  of  appetite,  high 
fever,  and  convulsions. , 

Whatever  the  symptoms  be, 
there  is  hardly  any  thing  of  real 
service  to  be  done,  but  to  keep 
the  body  very  open,  if  it  is  not  so, 
by  frequent  clysters  and  purging 
or  opening  medicines;  and  lancing 
the  gums,  whenever  the  fever 
runs  very  high,  or  when  convul- 
sions come  on.  If  the  operation 
be  effectually  done,  upon  the 
first  fit,  it  is  very  seldom  that  a 
second  happens. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  believed  how 
much  spontaneous  purging  children 
under  dentition  will  bear,  not  only 
with  impunity,  but  with  advan- 
tage. It  is  generally  a  security 
against  a  dangerous  fever  or  con- 
vulsion. It  should  therefore  ne- 
ver be  stopped,  and  even  but  sel- 
dom checked.  The  fever  from 
dentition  is  remarkable  for  rising 
suddenly,  and  abating  or  going  off 
as  suddenly,  and  returns  from  time 
to  time  in  the  most  irregular  man- 
ner. 

Scabby  Head  and  Face. — This 
disease,  wliich  we  see  frequently 
among  children  from  three  months 
to  as  many  years  of  age,  in  its 
worst  appearance  looks  terrible  ; 
and  more  especially  to  a  parent. 
In  spite  of  every  thing  that  can 
be  done  by  internal  medicines, 
and  by  external  applications,  the 
whole  scalp  and  almost  the  whole 
face,  will  sometimes  be  covered 


over  with  a  thick  crust  or  scab,  and 
the  itching  is  then  so  intolerable, 
that  the  child's  hands  are  obliged 
to  be  tied  down,  ollierwise  it  con- 
stantly scratches  its  face  or  head 
in  a  terrible  manner,  and  makes 
it  very  sore  and  bleed,  which  in- 
creases the  disorder,  let  this 
accident  cannot  by  any  care  be 
entirely  prevented  ;  for  the  itch- 
ing is  so  insufl'erable,  that  the 
child  is  ever  upon  the  watch  to 
rub  the  head  or  face,  and  with 
great  violence,  against  any  .thing 
that  touches  it,  the  nurse's  arm 
or  breast,  when  carried  in  her 
hand,  and  its  pillow  when  laid  in 
the  bed.  Its  sufferings  keep  a 
mother  in  perpetual  agony.  Af- 
ter having  been  inflamed,  and  hav- 
ing discharged  a  great  deal  of 
matter,  it  will  often  become  cool 
and  dry,  and  the  scabs  will  peel 
oft";  and  just  when  the  parents 
flatter  themselves  that  the  disor- 
der is  going  oflf,  it  will  inflame 
again  and  again,  and  terrify  them 
with  the  appearance  of  an  incura- 
ble constitutional  humor:  yet  it  ia 
seldom  any  mark  or  proof  of  foul 
blood,  but  is  a  common  enough 
symptom  of  teething. 

In  my  earlier  practice  I  treat- 
ed it  as  many  (I  am  afraid  tnost) 
people  treat  it  still,  with  physic, 
and  a  variety  of  sweeteners  of 
the  blood  (as  they  are  called) 
as  well  as  of  topical  remedies  ; 
but  I  soon  discovered  that  it  is  at 
least  as  profitable  to  allow  it  to 
have  its  course.  It  will  general- 
ly go  ofl'  as  soon  the  one  way  as 
the  other :  keeping  pace  with 
dentition,  it  is  exasperated  when 
the  teeth  give  irritation  ;  mitigat- 
ed or  disapi)earing  in  the  intervals, 
and  taking  its  final  departure 
when  dentition  is  over. 

Yet  some  management  is  neces- 
sary to  make  it  more  tolerable. 
Besides  what  we  do  in  other  cases 
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of  teething,  nothing  is  required 
but  to  keep  the  affected  parts 
very  clean  ;  we  therefore  cut  off 
the  hair  from  the  scalp,  and  wash 
every  part  affected,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  with  warm  milk,  or 
any  other  innocent  liquor,  to  keep 
it  soft,  cool,  to  allay  the  insuffer- 
able itching,  and  to  keep  down 
the  scabby  crust  ;  and,  after  dry- 
ing the  scalp  with  a  piece  of  soft 
linen,  put  on  an  under-cap,  or  a 
piece  of  cambric  or  muslin,  well 
greased  with  pomatum,  to  pre- 
vent the  covering  of  the  head  from 
sticking  or  uniting  with  the  scab. 
And  if,  by  neglect,  the  scab  has 
become  very  thick  and  hard  upon 
the  scalp,  we  apply  a  poultice 
some  hours  to  soften  it,  and  then 
it  is  easily  washed  off.  But  we 
can  do  little  of  this  kind  to  the 
face  :  there  we  must  be  satisfied, 
therefore,  with  washing  the  scab- 
by paits  often  and  tenderly  ;  and 
lay  them  over  with  sweet  cream, 
or  something  oily,  to  prevent  dry- 
ins  and  accumulation. 


IV. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Case  of  Rupture  of  Intestine,  from 
a  Blow  on  a  reducible  Scrotal 
Hernia. 

John  Cox,  a  middle-aged  man, 
was  admitted  into  Guy's  Hospital, 
April  IGlh,  at  2  o'clock,  P.M.,  un- 
der the  following  circumstances. 
He  had  many  years  been  the  sub- 
ject of  reducible  scrotal  hernia  ; 
for  which  he  had  never  worn  a 
truss,  and  which  had  attained  a 
considerable  size.  About  two 
hours  previous  to  his  admission, 
he  had  received  a  violent  kick 
from  a  horse,  immediately  on  the 
site  of  the  hernia.  At  the  period 
of  his  admission,  he  was  laboring 
under  great  depression  ;  his  coun- 


tenance was  pallid,  his  pulse  fee- 
ble, and  the  surface  of  his  body 
cold,  and  he  had  scarcely  strength 
to  walk.  There  was  also  pain  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  hernia,  and  he 
complained  of  slight  tenderness  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 
The  hernia  was  returned  to  the 
mouth  of  the  sac,  and  he  was  or- 
dered 

Hirudines,  xij.  Hydr.  Submr.  gr.  ij. 
Opii,  gr.  j.  st.  sumend.  If  no  sick- 
ness should  supervtae,  to  take  01. 
Ricin.    2  ss. 

8  o'clock,  P.M.— The  pulse 
has  increased  a  little  in  fulness, 
and  is  90  ;  there  is  an  augmenta- 
tion of  the  tenderness  in  the  abdo- 
men, a  slight  fur  has  made  its 
appearance  on  the  tongue,  and  the 
symptoms  of  collapse  are  wearing 
off. 
Ordered,  Enema.  Comraun.  st,  injiciend. 

17th,  9,  A.M.— The  pulse  re- 
mains the  same  in  frequency,  but 
has  less  power  ;  tongue   furred  ; 
tenderness  and  pain  increased, 
liepetant  Filula  et  Enema. 

12,  A.  M. — Sickness  has  now 
come  on  ;  he  has  had  no  evacua- 
tion from  the  bowels,  and  there 
is  a  general  aggravation  of  the 
symptoms  of  inHammation,  accom- 
panied, however,  with  so  much 
collapse,  as  to  preclude  the  pos- 
sibility of  employing  general 
bleeding. 

Ordered,  Hirudines,  xij.  Repet.  Ene- 
ma. Calap.  Sinap.  pedibus  applic. 

From  this  time  he  went  on  gradu- 
ally sinking;  the  enemata  and  cas- 
tor oil  did  not  succeed  in  produc- 
ing relief  from  his  bowels,  and  at 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  ex- 
pired. 

Inspectio  Cadaveris. — On  open- 
ing the  abdomen,  a  large  quantity 
of  feculent  matter,  mixed  with 
portions  of  the  oil  which  had  been 
administered,   wa»   found   effused 
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amongst  the  convolutions  of  the  fainting  fit  had  lasted  longer  than 
intesliiies  ;  the  peritoneum  pre-  the  former  attacks.  I  ordered 
sented  throughout  its  entire  sur-  the  child  to  be  stripped  (a  neces- 
face  the  marks  of  active  recent  sary  step  always,  if  a  practitioner 
inflammation,  excepting  at  those  would  really  understand  the  dis- 
parts where  the  matter  had  been  eases  of  infants,)  and  perceived 
prevented  from  insinuating  itself  that  while  it  cried,  the  navel  pro- 
by  the  close  approximation  of  the  truded  somewhat  more  than  it 
viscera  to  the  parietes  of  the  ab-  does  naturally.  On  pressing  the 
domen.  The  opening  through  part,  I  felt  a  slight  gurgling  under 
which  the  matter  had  been  extra-  my  tinger.  A  cork  pad  was  plac- 
vasated  into  the  abdomen,  was  ed  over  the  navel,  secured  by  an 
found  in  tlie  ileum,  about  six  adhesive  bandage,  and  the  symp- 
inches  above  its  termination  :  it  tom  never  returned.  In  this  in- 
vvas  just  large  enough  to  admit  the  stance,  it  would  seem  that  tern- 
tip  of  the  little  finger.  The  la-  porary  pressure  of  the  intestine 
ceration  of  the  peritoneal  and  produced  the  fainlness. 
muscular  coats  were  in  opposite  This  circumstance  has  led  me 
directions,  and  there  was  no  ap-  to  examine  the  abdomen  in  child- 
pearance  of  the  roseir/rf  protrusion  ren  about  this  age,  where  they 
of  the  raucous  lining,  which  occurs  have  been  suffering  from  tormina, 
in  incised  wounds  of  the  intestine.  I  have  given  instant  and  perma- 
J\Ied.  Gazette.  nent   relief,   again  and   again,    by 

^            r  rr,       ■            7  T-v-      J  the  use  of  this  bandage.     I  strong- 
Cause  of    lormina  and  Uiarrhcea  ^                *   *i    f    ^^  .,  «  ,v.^,..Ur^^ 
fir  ly  suspect  that   many  a  diarrhoea 

0/  iHjants.  occurringin  the  month,  where  the 

I  wish   to   call  the  attention  of  infant  is   unfed,  is  attributable  to 

practitioners  to  an  accident  I  have  this    cause,    viz.    the    occasional 

met  with  a  few  times,  and  which  pinching   of  the   intestine,   and   a 

may  possibly  have  been  overlook-  scarcely  perceptible  vacancy:  its 

ed,  viz.   the   occasional    intrusion  frequent  intrusion  produces  slight 

of  small    portions  of  intestine   or  inflammation,    which    nature    re- 

omentum  at  the  navel,  where  the  lieves  by  instituting  a  purging.     It 

vacancy  is  only  partially  filled  up.  is    easily     perceived     how    pain 

This  I  have  found  to  be  a  frequent  should  first  be  created  by  the  ac- 

cause  of  the  tormina  to  \vhich  in-  cident,  how  the  consequent  irrita- 

fants  are  especially  liable  during  tion  should  pioduce  fits  of  crying, 

the  month.      I  was  led  to  observe  and  the  crying  and  the  pain  should 

this    circumstance,    which    I    arn  at  length  become  cause  and  effect 

even  confident  occurs  much  more  alternately. 

frequently  than  could  be  supposed,  Of  one  thing  the  reader  of  this 

by  the  following  accident: — I  was  communication    may   be    assured, 

called   in   the  month,  to   a  child,  that  I  have  relieved  several  diar- 

\vhose  mother  I  had  assisted  in  the  rhoeas  occurring  during  the  earli- 

delivery,  and  in  whose  respiration  est  periods  of  infancy,  by  the»ap- 

I  had  found  no  fault;  it  had  shriek-  plication  of  the  cork   pad  and  ad- 

ed  out,  and  fainted  suddeidy  away  hesive  bandage,  without  any  other 

then  for  the  third  time  ;  it  was  in  remedy,    where    the    infant    has 

all  respects  healthy.     The  child  been   unfed,   and  the    mother   in 

had  soon   recovered,  but  the  last  health. 
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One  does  not  readily  see  why 
diarrhcea  should  occur,  unless 
from  some  such  cause,  which  ap- 
pears to  me  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  disorder  ;  that  it  does  not 
continue,  the  suhsequcnt  filling  up 
of  the  vacancy  will  account  for. 
Med.  Gazette. 

External  Employment  of  Corrosive 
Sublimate. 

Dr.  Miguel,  of  Neuenhaus,  in  the 
principality  of  Bentlieim,  relates 
three  cases  to  show  the  impropriety 
of  using  solutions  of  the  above  me- 
dicine too  freely,  without  employing 
internal  medicine  at  the  same  time 
to  combat  the  general  ill  health  of 
the  patient.  The  first  case  is  one  of 
common  itch,  wherein  the  eruption 
quickly  disappeared,  and  was  follow- 
ed by  an  attack  of  mania.  In  the 
second,  a  robust  man  was  speedily 
cured  of  a  cutaneous  eruption,  tinea, 
in  the  hands,  but  he  fell  into  a  con- 
sumption, and  died  in  about  a  year. 
The  third  is  the  case  of  a  child  six 
years  of  age,  affected  with  tinea  ca- 
pitis ;  it  was  speedily  cured  by  the 
wash  of  sublimate,  but  fell  into  a 
raiseiable  state  of  health  immediately 
afterwards,  having  violent  headaches, 
a  swollen  belly,  difficult  respiration, 
&c.,  from  which  it  only  recovered  in 
consequence  of  the  reappearance  of 
the  eruption,  under  a  course  of  anti- 
monial  and  purgative  medicines. 


V. 

HOSPITAL     REPORT. 
Operation  for  Cataract. 

The  operation  for  the  cure  of  cata- 
ract has  been  so  much  varied  within 
a  iQVf  years,  as  to  leave  practitioners 
in  great  doubt  what  course  is  the 
best.  Not  only  the  manner  of  ope- 
rating, but  the  form  of  the  instru- 
ments used,  has  been  continually 
changing.  An  operator  who  allows 
himself  to  be  influenced  by  the  fluc- 
lualions  of  public  opinion,  will  be  in 


danger  of  never  doing  this  nor  any 
other  operation  well.  He  should 
collect  the  facts  relating  to  the  sub- 
ject ;  make  up  his  mind  to  one  me- 
thod, and  not  allow  himself  to  be 
diverted  from  it  by  light  considera- 
tions. 

The  operation  now  usually  prac- 
tised in  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  has  been  fixed  on  after 
many  years'  experience  ;  and  has 
afi'orded  results  so  very  fivorable,  as 
to  give  it  the  preference  over  other 
modes  of  operating.  The  manner 
in  which  the  operation  is  performed 
will  be  best  seen  by  the  relation  of  a 
case.  This  is  not  selected  as  one 
of  the  most  favorable  instances  ;  it 
being  in  fact  less  so  than  many  oth- 
ers ;  but  it  happens  to  be  at  hand, 
and  is  chosen  from  considerations  of 
convenience, 

Mrs,  C,  aged  64,  blind  in  both 
eyes.  The  disease  began  five  years 
ago.  Without  receiving  any  injury, 
she  perceived  a  dimness  in  the  right 
eye,  accompanied  by  a  feeling  as  if 
dirt  were  in  the  eye,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  speck  floating  before 
it ;  had  also  dull  pain  in  the  head  for 
about  a  year.  The  dimness  increased 
rapidly,  so  that  she  was  soon  unable 
to  distinguish  any  object,  and  had 
only  a  faint  perception  of  light  when 
the  left  eye  was  closed.  Last  winter 
she  began  to  lose  the  sight  of  the 
left  eye,  accompanied  by  a  return  of 
the  headache,  and  as  she  expresses 
it,  a  "  feeling  of  maze."  She  can 
still  discern  a  human  form  with 
the  left  eye  in  a  very  indistinct 
manner. 

Till  within  a  few  years  had  good 
health  ;  excepting  that  she  has  been 
always  subject  to  erysipelas,  during 
which  her  head  and  face  would  be- 
come very  much  swelled.  The  last 
time  she  had  it  was  a  year  ago,  when 
it  was  very  severe. 

March  14.  The  extract  of  stra- 
monium was  applied  to  the  eyes  in 
the  following  manner.  The  extract 
was  rubbed  down  in   a   mortar   with 
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water  sufficient  to  give  it  the  con- 
sistence of  thick  cream.  It  was  then 
applied  with  a  feather  to  the  eyelids, 
all  round  the  eye  for  the  space  of 
half  an  inch,  approaching  close  to 
the  edge  of  the  tarsal  cartilages. 
The  application  having  been  made 
in  the  evening,  on  the  following 
morning  the  pupils  were  quite  dilated. 
The  cataracts  appeared  of  a  whitish 
color;  slightly  clouded,  but  pretty 
uniform  ;  that  of  the  right  eye  a  little 
yellowish  and  apparently  the  most 
firm.  In  consequence  of  the  appli- 
cation she  had  sickness  at  stomach, 
and  dizziness.  The  dilatation  con- 
tinued for  fourteen  days. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  the  dilatation 
having  subsided,  and  the  patient  hav- 
ing been  kept  on  a  lighter  regimen 
than  usual,  was  purged  ;  and  in  the 
evening  the  extract  of  stramonium 
was  applied  as  before. 

On  the  2nd  the  dilatation  of  the 
pupils  was  considerable  ;  but  not  so 
great  as  on  the  first  application  of 
the  stramonium.  The  operation  was 
then  performed  by  Dr.  Warrex  in 
the  following  manner. 

The  patient  was  placed  in  a  room 
with  horizontal  lights  ;  all  but  one 
were  closed,  and  the  lower  part  of 
this  scretMied  by  a  cloth  so  as  to  ad- 
mit the  light  at  an  aiiL'le  of  45  deg, 
above  the  iioiizon.  The  patient  was 
placed  on  a  common  chair  with  a 
straight  back  ;  the  operator  on  a  seat 
capable  of  being  elevated,  which  was 
adjusted  so  as  to  bring  the  face  of 
the  operator  opposite  the  ey«s  of  the 
patient.  The  operator  then  sup- 
ported his  right  foot  on  a  stool,  and 
his  right  elbow  on  the  knee,  in  such 
way  as  to  bring  the  hand  a  little 
above  the  eye  of  the  patient.  The 
patient's  head  being  averted  from 
the  side  to  be  operated  on,  was  then 
firmly  sup]K)rted  on  the  opposite  side 
by  the  hand  of  an  assistant.  The 
assistant  surgeon,  Dr.  Hay  ward,  then 
applied  the  speculum*  of  silver  wire 

*  The  speculum  most  commonly  used 
by  Dr.  \N  arrcn  is  of  silver  wire  with  a 


to   the   left    eyelid    of  the    patient ; 
drawing  up  the  eyelid   principally  at 
the   outer   angle   of  the   eye,  at   the 
same    time   supporting  the    patient's 
head    against    bis  breast.     Then  the 
operator,  taking  in  his  right  hand  the 
small    flat   needle  of  Mr.  Saunders', 
pushed  it  through  the   sclerotic  coat, 
something   more   than  a  line  behind 
the    circumference    of    the     cornea. 
Next   carrying    the    needle    towards 
the    pupil,  as    near   the   back  part  of 
the    iris    as    possible,  he    caused   the 
point  to  appear  between  the  edge  of 
the  pupil  and  the  cataract,  and  then 
pushing  it   a  little  forwards  so  as  to 
puncture  the  fore  part  of  the  capsule 
of  the   crystalline    lens,   moved    the 
point  of  the  instrument  upwards  and 
downwards   to   rupture    the    capsule 
more  extensively.     The   flat  part  of 
the  needle   was    next  inclined  back- 
wards, to    touch    and    ascertain    the 
consistence  of  the  cataract.     It  being 
ascertained    to    be  soft,  the   edge   of 
the    needle    was   turned    backwards, 
and  the  cataract  divided  by  a  number 
of  strokes   of  the   instrument.       Fi- 
nally, the  flat  part  of  the  instrument 
being  placed  behind  the    cataract,  as 
much  as  possible  of  it  was   cast  for- 
wards through  the  pupil  into  the  ante- 
rior chanvber  of  the  aqueous  humor. 
The  patient  suffered    but   little  from 
the  operation,  which  was   concluded 
within  the  space  of  a  minute. 

Then  the  operator  took  the  needle 
in  his  left  hand,  and  performed  a  si- 
milar operation  on  the  other  eye. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
the  patient  had  twelve  ounces  of 
blood  taken  from  the  arm.  In  the 
night  she  had  some  pain.  The  next 
day  she  was  put  on  the  following 
treatment,  which  was  continued  till 
all  symptoms  of  inflammation  were 
subdued.  She  was  directed  a  pur- 
gative of  from  half  an  ounce  to  an 
ounce  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  evefy 
other  day  ;   to    apply  from  twelve  to 

very  short  curve,  guarded  by  silk  wound 
round  it.  By  this  the  eyelid  may  be 
firmly  held  without  sufl'ering  to  the  pa- 
tient. 
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twenty   leeches   to   the    temples  and  ly.       It  is  usually  more  rapid  after  a 

eyelids  daily;   a  pill  of  one  grain  of  second  operation  than  a  first.  There 

calomel  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  is  now  a  patient  in  the  Hospital,  who 

opium  njorning  and  evening,  till  the  was  operated  on  some  months  since. 

month  was  tender  ;  hlisters  alternate-  The  cataract  not  being  dissolved,  the 

ly  behind  the  ears  and  temples  ;  and  operation  was   repeated  on  Monday, 

when  the  pain    was    severe,  bleeding  the  21st  of  July.     On  Thursday,  the 

from    the    arm    was   repeated.     The  24th,  the  cataract    had   sensibly   dis- 

regimen  to  consist  of  liquid   nourish-  solved,   and    on    this   day,    Monday, 

nient  exclusively.     By  ibis  treatment  the  28th,  a  week  from  the  operation, 

the  symptoms  of  inflammation   were  it  has  nearly  disappeaied,  so  that  the 

soon  subdued.     The  eyes  were  batli-  patient  will  be  discharged  to-morrow. 

ed  with    tepid    water,  and  sometimes  j,,  „,,,^i  ^ases  the  operation  is  re- 

an  infusion  of  the  heads  of  poppies.  pp^je^j^     .^t  the  first  trial  the  surgeon 

In  ab.Mit  four  weeks,  the  cataracts  d^^e,  ^,^^  expect   to    do   all    he  could 

vvere   thinner   and   lighter;    but   the  ,^-,^1,  .    ^nd   never   allows  the  inslru- 

change    was    slow.     The    operation  ^ent    to  remain    long    in    the    eye. 

was    therefore    repeated.     The    pa-  About  one  minnte  is  the  usual  length 

tient   soon    after    perceived    a    great  of  the   operation,  and  scarcely  ever 

change  in   both  eyes  ;   and    soon    re-  jg  ^  extended  to  two. 

covered  the    power  of  reading  with  rr.,                        r     .            •         • 

,L„  _■   u,  „              ,        ■  ,,         °.   .  1  lie   extract  ot   stramonium   is  a 

the  right  eye  ;  and  rapidly  regaining  ^  i          r            .   .i            •   j 

fi,o  .,"      f  .1        .,                  J-     I           ,  most  useiul  auxi  larv,  at  the  period 

tlie  use  ot  the  otiier,  was  discharsrod  ^  i                 •            "      •       ■          ■ 

r^,.„,  ,1  „  TT       •.111         11-"]  "I  the  operation,   and    in  the  subse- 

trom  tlie  Hospital,  well,  and  directed  ,    /              '        rri           ,       .      r 

tr.  ,^..^„.,  „              '  i-      .         .           .  quent    treatment.        1  he   extract    ot 

to  procure  a  pair  ot  cataract  specta-  ,    ,i    ,            •             ,         .  •     r- 

I                                                      '  belladonna  is   employed  in  Europe  ; 

n          I  but   the  plant  which  affords  it  is  not 

a  native  ot   the   United  btates  ;   and 

The  mode  of  operating  described  has  not  been  introduced  in  sufficient 
above  is  that  usually  adopted  in  the  quantity  to  afford  the  extract  forme- 
Hospital.  Sometimes  the  operation  dicinal  purposes.  The  imported  ex- 
must  be  varied.  A  hard  cataract  is  tract  of  belladonna  has  therefore 
to  be  depressed.  When,  on  touch-  been  employed.  After  many  years 
ing  the  lens  with  the  needle,  it  is  of  trial  we  have  found  it  to  be  very 
found  to  have  a  firm  consistence,  the  uncertain  in  its  effects  ;  often  failing 
flat  part  of  the  instrument  is  pressed  when  it  was  most  wanted.  We  have 
backwards  against  the  upper  part  of  therefore  laid  it  aside  and  adopted 
the  lens,  which  is  thus  pushed  down  stramonium.  This  is  most  abun- 
till  it  disappears.  This  may  be  of-  daiitly  produced  throughout  the  coun- 
fected  by  a  simple  reclination  of  the  try,  and  has  all  the  effect  we  could 
cataract;  or  sometimes  it  must  be  wish  of  it.  The  repetition  of  its 
depressed.  If  it  rises  again  and  use  diminishes  its  effect.  The  first 
again,  the  surgeon  does  not  continue  application  is  followed  by  the  most 
his  efforts,  but  withdraws  the  iiistru-  considerable  dilatation  of  the  pupil. 
meiit  and  repeats  the  operation  as  Afterwards,  the  dilatation  is  apt  to  be 
soon  as  the  eye  is  free  from  inflam-  less  than  what  is  requisite.  The 
if^'ion.  use  of  this  article  for  the  purpose  of 

If  the  cataract  be  capsular,  unless  dilating  the  pupil  is  not  confined  to 

it     be     congenital,     it     is    extracted  the  time  of  the  operation.     It  may 

through    an    aperture  in   the   cornea,  be  employed  afterwards  very  advan- 

But  the  congenital  capsular  is  usually  tageously,  in  the  case  where  the  pu- 

absorbed   in  consequence  of  the  first  pil  is  crowded  with    portions   of   the 

described  operation.  lens  ;  and  when  some   pieces   of  the 

The  time  required  for  the  absorp-  lens  may  touch  the   iris  and    irritate 

tion  of  the  divided  lens  varies  great-  this    susceptible    membrane.       The 
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application     of    stramonium,    under  1?^??;^^^??— '"*^'!^!?!???^?^^^?'"*'^^?'^ 

these    circumstances,  often   gives  al-  BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUG.  12,  1828. 

most  instantaneous  relief,  by  dilating  " 

the   pupil  and  withdrawing   the   iris  hydrocyanic  acid. 

from   the    irritating   cause.       It    will  ^y^  perceive  by  a  letter  published 

have  been   noticed    in  the  historv'of  .      ,                               ,               i      •  • 

,1                    ,            .1    .     .u        .    "  in  the   newspapers,  that   a  physician 

the    case     above,    that    the    stramo-  r  i       ^                     ,      ■ 

nium  produced  nausea  and  vomiting,  of  one   of  the   Paris  Hospitals    has 

This  is    not  an   unusual   occurrence,  lately   destroyed   the   lives   of  some 

Eoth     stramonium     and     belladonna  epileptic    patients,  by    attempting  to 

must  be  used  with  moderation.     Dr.  ,            .  .   ...          j-  •   „       u^.r 

,,r  .  c  ■  ■  .1  .  •.  cure  them  with  this  medicine.  Hav- 
Warren  is   or    opinion    that  it   some- 

times    diminishes     or     destroys     the  iug  heard  of  its  successful  use  in  epi- 

povver  of  the  retina.  lepsy,  and    being  impatient  at  its  in- 

Formerly  it  was  thought  necessary  efficacy    in   small   doses,  he   ordered 

to  wait  till  a  cataract  was  ripe  before  ^^^^  exhibition  in  the  dose  of  an  ounce, 

it  was  the  proper  subject  ot  an  ope-  „■               i                      i       i          j       j 

rrV-          •      •'■  1  he   apothecary   prudently  retiuced 

ration.      lliis  notion   is  now,  we  be-  t^              ■^    ^              ^ 

lieve,  abandoned.  At  least,  we  have  t'le  quantity  and  administered  only 
seen  nothing  in  the  practice  of  our  half  an  ounce  to  each  ;  which,  how- 
Hospital  to  justify  any  such  opinion,  gver,  was  sufficient  to  prove  fatal  in 

and  always  do   the   operation    at   as  ^                    ,        rpi       ..i  .,„••„   :„ 

,          ^  ■    -i     c  .\                 .        1  a   few  moments,      i  he   physician  in 

earh'  a  period  or    Ihe  cataract  as  the  .       .                   ^  -^ 

general    circumstances    of  the    case  this  case  is  said  to  have  been  a   man 

permit.  of  good  information  in  his  profession. 

The    prevention   and    cure    of  in-  

flammation  lequireas  much  judgment  Nathaniel    Peabody,  M.D.   and 

and  skill  as  the  operation  itself.  The  ^          u    r>        .           i\/i  rv    k  .,.,  u„«.. 
^    ,      '         .        .,    ,  John  H.  Richards,  M.D.  have  been 
puncture  oi    three  tunics  oi    the  eye,  '              r    i      o 
the    disturbance    of    the    crystalline  '^^^'y  admitted  members  of  the  Bos- 
lens,  and    almost  inevitable  pressure  ton  Medical  Association, 
on  some  part  of  the  iris,  must  be  ex- 


pected to  produce  infliimmaliou,  even  Dr.  Thaddeus  Spaulding's  cora- 

in  this  mild  operation.      To  prevent  munication  on    Artificial    Anus    has 

this  from  being  excessive,  the  patient  been  received,  and  will  appear  in  the 

is  purged   the   day  before  the  opera-     next  number. 

tion.      In  twelve  hours  after  the  ope- 

ration,  a  free  bleeding  from  the  arm  weekly  report  op    deaths  in  bos- 

is    eiiiploved    with    excellent    effect.  ton, 

The  rest  "is    to    be    accompHshtd    by  Ending  July  31,  at  noon. 

the  judicious  use  of  purgatives,  leech-  July  26,  Margaret  U.  Pearson,          14  mo. 

es  and  blistering.     When  any  symp-  R^^'f^o^'  ^•"Sham,           10 

c   ■     ■       ■             ■           1       I  I    "  1-  JJavid  Burrus, 

toms  of   irritallun  arise,  the  bleeding  Edward  Mahar,                    SO  yrs. 

is  repeated  ofien  ;   a  course  of  calo-  27.  Daughter  of  E.  VVilloughby,  15  days. 

mel  is  instituted  ;  sometimes  emetics  ^^-  J/'"'"^^  O'Neal,                  14 

,              J       ,  Mary  E    Coverly,                  2  1-2  y. 

are    required;    and    always    a    very  James  McCormick,               9  mo. 

strict  abstinence  fro  ii  solid  food  and  '         30.  Margaret  Sanger,                61  yrs. 

all  stimulalins;  liquids.     If  ihe  patient  Margaret  Magner,                  8  mo. 

,               1  •       IT      .1  •           .                  ..  Mary  Hiller  Foster,               70  yrs. 

IS  advanced  in    lile,  this  system  must  Vernia  McCloud.                23 

not  be  pushed  to  excess.  31.  Andrew  Brown,                     10  mo. 

By  the  strict    pursuit    of   this  plan.  Apoplexy,  2— cholera  infantum,  1—consump- 

we    have  been    so   liappv  as  to  avoid  «>o"'  2— canker,   1— convulsions,   1— hooping 

.1       1             c         ■       1               •      .u-     •      .•  couch,  1 — intem))crance,  1 — infantile,   I — in- 

the  loss  of  a  single  eye  in  this  insti-  q^^^'^;^^   ;„  ^l^  bowels,   1-unknown,  2. 

tUtioD.  M*!es,6— ftmales.T.    Stillborn,  1.  Total,  14. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,    Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  &c. 

'■'■  The  clear  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Masfnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  eliects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  *o  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bowels,  and  is  the  best  ant- 
acid in  use." 

■^I'he  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Mag-nesia  was  commenced  by  Bart- 
lett  &  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, and  it  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWER  &  BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 
*^*  Soda,    Rochelle   and   other    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 

ABERNETHY'S  LECTURES. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.,  63 
Market  St.,  have  in  the  press.  Lec- 
tures on  Anatomy^  Surgery  and  Pathology, 
iricluding  observations  on  Local  Diseases, 
delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
By  John  Aeernethy,  F.  R.  S.  These 
Lectures  contain  the  results  of  all  Mr. 
Abernethy's  experience  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  in  private  practice 
as  a  London  Surgeon. 

Boston^  June  I,  182S. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 
269  Washington  St.  Corner  of  Winter  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Mkui 
ciNES  ;  among  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-ln- 
firraary,  Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcotiz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  Rhubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  k.c.  Szc. 

C.    W.  returns   his  grr.teful   acknowl- 
edgment to  the    Physicians,  his  friends 


and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  support, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  Prescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 

THIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensator}-,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
Hzc.  Embellished  with  Portraits  of  the 
following  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

<•■  Thou  shall  lie  down 
With  patriachs  of  the  infant  world — with  kings, 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good. 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past. 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  Yols — Price  $  5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  the  irpatronage. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  jjoor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  any  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense,    j^ 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Frankhn  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 


THE 


BOSTOIV  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


Vol.  I. 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  19,  1828. 


No.  27. 


I. 

Case  of  Artificial  Anus,  inoduced 
by  Mortification. 

By  Thaddeus  Spaulding,  M.D. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  of  a  good  constitution, 
and  a  descendant  of  long-lived  an- 
cestors, was  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  and  at  the  birth  of  a 
number  of  her  first,  was  extreme- 
ly ill.  She  was  affected  many 
years  with  a  small  umbilical  her- 
nia, produced  by  difficult  parturi- 
tion, with  her  first  or  third  child. 
The  apparent  protruding  portion 
did  not  equal  a  small  sized  pullet's 
egg.  She  pursued  her  domestic 
avocations  without  any  inconve- 
nience, excepting  occasional  turns 
of  colic,  which  were  many  times 
very  obstinate  and  alarming,  yet, 
by  timely  medical  advice,  were 
as  readily  relieved. 

At  length,  however,  she  had  an 
attack,  which  baffled  every  effort: 
the  course  usually  pursued  proved 
unsuccessful,  and  every  probable 
remedy  was  tried  with  the  same 
result.  Inflammation  consequent- 
27 


ly  commenced,  and  passed  on  ra- 
pidly till  sphacelation  ensued. 
The  gangrenous  portion  was  as 
large  as  a  man's  hand,  including 
and  surrounding,  equally,  the  um- 
bilicus ;  and  involving  not  only  the 
cellular  substance  and  a  part  of 
the  abdominal  muscles,  but  also  a 
portion  of  the  peritoneum  with  a 
piece  of  the  intestine.  Death 
seemed  inevitable  ;  and  was  ex- 
pected hourly  to  close  the  painful 
scene.  At  this  critical  juncture 
what  must  be  done.'*  JWitura  duct 
— the  system  was  kept  up  by  sti- 
mulants, to  aid  and  separate  the 
dead  from  the  living  parts  ;  and  as 
nature  seemed  to  prepare,  the 
mortified  portion  was  removed. 
Not  long  after,  particles  of  food, 
as  well  as  of  faecal  matter,  were 
observed  to  pass  at  the  new  open- 
ing ;  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  lower 
part  of  the  intestinal  canal  seemed 
entirely  willing  to  surrender  its 
function  to  aid  the  power  of  na- 
ture's art,  in  repairing  nature's 
wastes.  Meantime,  every  effort 
was  used  to   have   the  dressinirs 
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applied  in  such  manner,  as  to  give 
tone  to  shooting  granulations,  and 
diminish  the  aperture  of  the 
wound,  which  finally  became  so 
far  organized  as  to  admit  the  al- 
vine  evacuations  without  pain. 

She  lived  nineteen  years  after 
this  event  ;  and  was  much  more 
free  from  intestinal  complaints 
than  formerly  :  and,  by  securing 
the  part  with  pledgets  of  folded 
cloth,  and  supporting  bandages, 
she  got  along  for  the  first  ten  years 
comparatively  with  little  incon- 
venience to  herself,  or  trouble  to 
her  friends,  excepting  when  af- 
fected with  a  laxative  habit, 
which,  for  the  time  being,  neces- 
sarily diminished  the  energy  of  the 
artificial  sphincter. 

During  the  last  nine  years  her 
case  was  rendered  much  more 
troublesome,  occasioned  by  men- 
tal derangement,  that  lasted  (ex- 
cepting lucid  intervals)  till  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  April, 
1821,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years. 

After  death  I  was  permitted  to 
make  an  external  examination,  by 
wbich  the  principal  facts,  previ- 
ously communicated  to  me  by  the 
respectable  physician*  who  at- 
tended her,  (to  whom  I  am  prin- 
cipally indebted  for  the  above 
history,)  were  satisfactorily  cor- 
roborated. 

South  Readings  July^  1828. 


H. 

From  the  Med.  Gazette. 

Abstract  of  Lectures  on  JVIccUcal 
Statistics^  delivered  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians^ 

By  Dr.  BissET  Hawkins. 
Statistics,  a  science  of  modern 
origin,  seems  to  have   been   first 

*  Dr.  Hart. 


applied  to  ohservations  on  the  pub- 
lic health,  and  to  have  derived  its 
birth  from  bills  of  mortality.  It 
has  become  the  key  to  several 
branches  of  knowledge,  opening, 
in  a  manner  the  most  convincing, 
simple,  and  summary,  their  gra- 
dual progress,  their  actual  condi- 
tion, their  relations  to  each  other, 
the  success  which  they  have  at- 
tained, or  the  deficiencies  which 
remain  to  be  supplied.  Its  ap- 
plication to  the  objects  of  govern- 
ment has  created  political  econo- 
my; and  there  is  reason  to  believe, 
that  a  careful  cultivation  of  it,  in 
reference  to  the  natural  history 
of  man,  in  health  and  disease, 
would  materiall}-  assist  the  com- 
pletion of  a  philosophy  of  medi- 
cine, by  pointing  out  to  physicians 
of  every  part  of  the  world  the 
comparative  merits  of  various 
modes  of  practice,  the  history  of 
disease  in  different  ages  and  coun- 
tries, the  increase  and  decrease 
of  particular  maladies,  the  ten- 
dency of  different  situations,  pro- 
fessions, or  modes  of  life,  to  pro- 
tect or  to  expose  ;  and,  finally, 
by  indicating,  as  the  basis  of  prog- 
nosis, the  extended  tabular  views 
of  the  duration  and  termination  of 
illness,  which  are  furnished  at 
successive  periods  by  the  regis- 
ters of  hospitals. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that 
if  the  doctrines  of  Brown  had  been 
universally  subjected  to  the  test 
of  statistics,  they  would  never 
have  obtained  so  baneful  an  influ- 
ence over  the  practice  of  conti- 
nental Europe.  Peter  and  Joseph 
Frank,  two  eminent  German  phy- 
sicians of  that  period,  eagerly 
adopted  at  first  the  ideas  of  Brown; 
but  candidly  recanted  their  error, 
after  witnessing  the  results  on  a 
large  scale,  at  the  Clinical  Institu- 
tion of  which  they  were  professors. 
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The  same  test  may  at  present 
be  advantageously  applied  to  the 
opinions  of  xM.  Broussais,  who  is 
now  the  chief  oracle  of  medical 
theory  in  France.  It  is  well 
known  that  he  imagines  every 
where  a  gastro-enteritis,  and  that 
his  principal  remedy  is  the  appli- 
cation of  leeches.  In  the  pros- 
pectus of  his  Journal  he  asserts 
that  his  practice  has  a  prodigious 
success  ;  and  that  in  the  hospitals, 
where  it  has  been  adopted,  the 
mortality  has  fallen  from  1  in  5  to 
1  in  30.  But  examination  of  the 
registers  of  the  Val  de  Grace 
(the  military  hospital  to  which  he 
is  attached)  has  ascertained  that, 
on  an  average  of  five  years,  he 
has  been  uniformly  less  fortunate 
than  his  brethren  at  the  same  es- 
tablishment. The  mortality  has 
been  1  in  18  under  his  three  col- 
leagues, while  that  of  his  own  pa- 
tients has  been  1  in  13  ;  and  so  far 
is  the  mortality  of  his  own  cases 
from  incurring  a  gradual  diminution 
that,  from  1816  to  1819,  it  had 
rather  increased,  being,  in  1817, 
1  in  14  ;  in  1818,  1  in  12  ;  and  in 
1819,  so  much  as  1  in  8,  a  very 
large  sum  for  a  military  hospital. 

Medical  statistics  afford  the  ea- 
siest proof  of  the  efficacy  of  medi- 
cine in  opposition  to  the  vulgar  no- 
tion (sometimes  carelessly  coun- 
tenanced by  medical  men),  that 
nature  is  generally  alone  sufficient 
for  the  cure  of  disease,  and  that 
art  as  frequently  impedes  as  ac- 
celerates her  course.  If  we  form 
a  statistical  comparison  of  fever 
treated  by  art,  with  the  results 
of  fever  consigned  to  the  care  of 
nature,  we  shall  derive  an  indis- 
putable argument  in  favor  of  our 
profession.  Of  37  cases  of  fever, 
treated  by  Hippocrates  (in  only  a 
few  of  which  it  seems  that  clys- 
ters     and     suppositories      were 


alone  employed),  21  ended  in 
death — above  half  of  the  whole. 
But  at  the  Fever  Hospital  of  Lon- 
don, 1825,  the  total  mortality  was 
less  than  1  in  7,  although  half  the 
deaths  occurred  within  72  hours 
after  admission.  At  the  Dublin 
Fever  Hospital,  the  average  loss 
from  1804  to  1812,  was  only  1  in 
12  ;  and  in  tlie  Clinical  Wards  at 
Edinburgh,  in  1818,  the  mortality 
of  fever  was  also  about  1  in  12. 
This  termination  throws  no  shade 
over  the  skill  of  Hippocrates,  but 
rather  brings  to  light  his  love  of 
truth  :  the  mortality  belonged  to 
the  age,  and  not  to  the  physician  ; 
and  it  may  be  reasonably  inferred, 
that  under  other  practitioners  of 
his  time  it  was  even  more  severe. 
We  perceive  that  1  out  of  2  cases 
of  fever  may  recover  by  the  al- 
most unaided  efforts  of  nature  ; 
but  that,  under  the  medical  pro- 
tection of  our  own  age  and  coun- 
try, 6  out  of  7,  or  even  1 1  out  of 
12,  are  likely  to  survive. 

Medical  statistics  enable  us  to 
form  the  most  correct  estimate 
of  the  influence  of  certain  mecha- 
nical improvements  in  promoting 
the  salubrity  of  particular  dis- 
tricts. 

No  documents  remain  to  inform 
us  of  the  rate  of  mortality,  or  of 
longevity  amongst  the  Greeks. 
A  few  facts  on  these  points  have 
descended  respecting  the  Romans. 
The  expectation  of  life  calculated 
for  the  citizens,  and  not  including 
the  slaves,  appears  to  have  been 
in  the  third  century  30  years.  If 
we  select  subjects  in  England  of 
a  similar  condition,  an  extension 
of  life  discloses  itself  remarkably 
in  our  favor,  as  the  expectation  of 
life  for  our  middle  classes  is  at 
least  50  years  ;  and  for  the  whole 
mass  of  Britain  at  least  45  years. 
The  mean  duration  of  life  among 
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the  easy  classes  of  Paris  is  42 
years.  The  probability  of  life  to 
the  whole  population  of  Florence 
is  the  same  in  the  present  centu- 
ry as  that  of  the  easy  classes  of 
Rome  in  the  third  century. 

The  observances  of  the  chris- 
tian religion  appear  to  have  reviv- 
ed in  modern  times  the  registry  of 
births  and  burials.  At  Geneva 
good  mortuary  tables  have  been 
preserved  since  1560,  and  the  re- 
sults are  in  the  highest  degree  cu- 
rious and  satisfactory.  It  seems 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  reforma- 
tion, half  the  children  born  did  not 
reach  6  years  of  age  ;  at  present 
they  attain  to  28,  so  that  in  the 
course  of  about  300  years,  the 
probable  life  of  a  native  of  Gene- 
va is  become  nearly  five  times 
greater  than  before.  The  mean 
life  was  thus  in  one  century  18 
years  ;  in  the  next,  23  ;  in  the  fol- 
lowing one,  32  ;  and  during  the 
ten  years  from  1815  to  1826,  the 
mean  life  amounts  to  36  years. 

Captain  John  Graunt,  of  Lon- 
don, has  the  honor  of  being  the 
first  writer  who  ever  directed  the 
attention  of  the  world  to  the  com- 
parative births  and  deaths  of  diffe- 
rent cities,  years,  seasons,  sexes, 
diseases, — of  the  town  and  of  the 
country, — and  to  the  proportion 
of  births  to  deaths.  In  his  "Na- 
tural and  Political  Observations 
upon  Bills  of  Mortality,"  printed 
in  1661,  he  displays  a  singular  ge- 
nius for  observation  in  a  field 
where  no  footsteps  can  be  traced 
before  his  own.  The  most  indus- 
trious lal)orer  who  followed  him, 
in  the  same  mine,  was  Sussmilch, 
who  published  at  Berlin,  in  1742, 
his  "Gottliche  Ordnung."  The 
gradual  accumulation  of  registers 
in  the  principal  states  of  Europe 
had  prepared  for  him  a  copious 
stock  of  materials  :  but  the  fruit 


was  not  as  yet  sufficiently  ripe  to 
afford  a  valuable  harvest.  His 
object  seems  to  have  been  rather 
to  draw  certain  general  conclu- 
sions which  apply  to  the  whole 
civilized  mass  of  the  globe,  than 
to  balance  the  comparative  de- 
grees in  which  various  countries 
and  cities  enjoy,  or  are  deficient 
in,  health  and  longevity. 

Sussmilch  estimates  the  near- 
est average  of  mortality  of  all 
countries,  (taking  towns  and  villa- 
ges together)  as  1  in  36.  Busch- 
ing,  a  celebrated  geographer, 
calculates  it  to  be  from  1  in  32  to 
1  in  37.  About  eighty  years  have 
since  elapsed,  and  a  surprising  im- 
provement in  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  man  has  progressively  de- 
veloped itself.  In  almost  every 
civilized  country  of  Europe  we 
find  the  annual  proportion  of  deaths 
considerably  diminished,  and  con- 
tinuing actually  to  diminish,  rela- 
tively to  the  particular  circum- 
stances in  which  each  country  is 
placed  ;  and,  in  Britain,  the  value 
of  life  is  nearly  doubled,  if  we 
compare  Busching's  rate  of  1  in 
32  with  the  rate  afforded  by  the 
census  (taken  in  1821)  of  about  1 
in  60. 

Dr.  Odier,  of  Geneva,  in  the 
4th  volume  of  the  Bibliotheque 
Britannique  ;  and  Dr.  Heberden, 
in  his  valuable  "  Observations  on 
the  Increase  and  Decrease  of  dif- 
ferent Diseases,"  pul)lished  in 
1801, — appear  to  be  the  earliest 
authors  who  had  the  merit  of  re- 
vealing this  improvement  of  life 
in  their  respective  countries. 

Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  Mr.  Rick- 
man,  Mr.  Milne,  and  Mr.  Finlai- 
son,  in  England  ;  Dr.  Villerme,  in 
France  ;  and  Dr.  Casper  in  Ger- 
many, have  subsequently  pursued 
with  zeal  the  same  path  of  inqui- 
ry, and  have  obtained  conclusions 
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the  most  interesting  to  human  na- 
ture, because  almost  uniformly 
agreeing  in  its  tendency  to  amelio- 
ration. 

The  mean  duration  of  life  to  the 
middle  classes  of  Britain  appears 
to  have  been  37  years  at  the  close 
of  the  17th  century,  and  to  have 
risen  to  52  years  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  ISth  century.  A  corres- 
ponding change  in  the  health  and 
duration  of  life  of  our  entire  pop- 
ulation has  equally  arrived. 

The  annual  mortality  of  England 
and  Wales  was 

In  1780  .  .  1  in  40. 

In  1790  .  .  1  in  45. 

In  1801  .  .  1  in  47. 

In  1811  .  .  1  in  50,  or  1  in  52. 

In  1821  .  .  1  in  58,  or  1  in  60. 

So  that  on  the  whole,  it  has  de- 
creased from  1  in  40  to  1  in  58, 
in  40  years. 

The  annual  mortality  of  the  se- 
veral counties  of  England  ranges 
between  1  in  47  and  in  1  in  72  ; — 
Middlesex  and  Sussex  are  the  two 
extremes.  In  Wales,  Pembroke- 
shire and  Anglesey  have  only  one 
death  yearly  among  83  individuals 
— the  lowest  genuine  rate  of  mor- 
tality that  has  been  published  in 
any  part  of  Europe.  Even  in 
Middlesex,  where  the  rate  is  high- 
er than  in  any  other  country,  let 
us  remark  the  change  which  has 
supervened  in  only  ten  years  ; — in 
1811  it  was  1  in  56,  but  in  1821 
it  was  only  1  in  47. 

But  the  decline  of  mortality  is 
even  more  remarkable  in  our  ci- 
ties than  in  the  rural  districts.  It 
is  well  known,  that,  in  any  given 
country,  the  deaths  of  a  city  are 
more  numerous  than  those  of  the 
rural  districts.  This  difference 
is  chiefly  felt  in  the  first  five 
years  of  life,  when  many  more  die 
in  London   than   in  the    country. 


From  5  years  of  age  to  20,  the 
deaths  are  fewer  in  London;  from 
20  to  50,  more  numerous,  on  ac- 
count of  the  annual  influx  from  the 
country.  In  all  cities,  a  portion 
of  disease  and  death  is  to  be  as- 
signed to  the  constant  importation 
from  the  country  of  individuals 
who  have  attained  to  maturity — 
but,  having  been  previously  habi- 
tuated to  frequent  exercise  in  a 
pure  atmosphere,  and  to  simple 
regular  diet,  are  gradually  sacri- 
ficed to  confined  air,  to  sedentary 
occupations,  or  to  a  capricious 
and  over-stimulating  food.  These 
causes  are  not  equally  fatal  to 
those  who  have  passed  their  early 
years  within  the  walls  of  a  city  ; 
and,  after  the  age  of  50,  the  pro- 
portion of  deaths  in  London  is 
smaller  than  in  the  country.  Jen- 
ner,  and,  very  recently.  Dr.  Ba- 
ron, have  made  some  experiments 
on  animals,  which  indicate  that  a 
loss  of  open  range,  and  accustom- 
ed nourishment,  has  with  them 
also  a  tendency  to  disorganize  and 
to  destroy. 

Not  only  the  comparative  mor- 
tality of  London  is  greatly  dimin- 
ished during  the  last  fifty  years, 
but  its  absolute  mortality  in  re- 
spect to  preceding  centuries.  In 
1697,  the  deaths  were  about  21,- 
000;  but  in  1797,  only  17,000. 
In  1826,  the  deaths  were  less  nu- 
merous by  3000,  than  in  1766  ; 
although,  during  all  this  time,  the 
population  has  so  rapidly  multipli- 
ed. The  annual  mortality  in  1700, 
was  about  1  in  25.  About  1720, 
it  seems  to  have  increased  to  1  in 
20  ;  to  have  maintained  that  pro- 
portion to  1750,  and,  from  that 
period  to  the  present,  to  have  ex- 
hibited a  constant  and  gradual  de- 
cline. In  1801,  the  decrease 
was  to  1  in  35  (or,  as  corrected 
by  Trice,  1  in  30).     In  1 811,  we 
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find  1  in  38;   and  finally,  in  1821,  to  exhaust  every  variety  of  re- 

so  low  an  average  as  1  in  40.  proach    on   the    climate    of  our 

From  the  returns  of  ninety-nine  country,  and  particularly  on  the 

parishes  of  Scotland,  which  alone  atmosphere  of  London  ;  and  yet 

were  given  in  the  Population  Ab-  we  shall  find  that  the  most  favor- 

stracts  of  1801,  it  appears  that  ed  spots  in  Europe,  the  places 

the  average   mortality  was  1    in  which  have  been  long  selected  as 

56.     I  have  not  been  able  to  as-  the  resort  of  invalids  and  the  foun- 

certain  how  nearly  all    Scotland  tains  of  health,  are  far  more  fatal 

has  since  kept  pace  with  England  to  life  than  even  our  great  metro- 

and  Wales.   During  the  ten  years  polls.     The  proportion  of  deaths 

from  1801  to  1810,  the  average  at  Montpelier  was  greater  thirty 

annual  mortality  of  Glasgow  was  years   ago,  and  is  greater  at  pre- 

1    in  4^.     During   the   next  ten  sent,  than  in  London;  and,  although 

years,  from  1811  to  1820,  it  de-  it  is  usually  larger  in  cities  than  in 

clined  to  1  in  45.  provinces,  yet  it  is  exactly  the 

It  would  be  interesting  to  de-  same  in  London,  and  for  the  de- 
rive some  information  from  Ire-  parlment  of  the  Ilerault,  the 
land  on  this  point;  and  we  must  southern, fertile, and  long-supposed 
regret  that  no  correct  parochial  most  salubrious  district  of  France, 
registers  have  been  kept  to  eluci-  of  which  Montpelier  is  the  capi- 
date  the  condition  of  that  country,  tal.  The  annual  mortality  of  Nice 

On  the  continent  of  Europe,  is  about  1  in  31  ;  of  Naples,  1  iu 

changes   in  the   duration  of  life  28;  of  Leghorn,  1  in  35. 

have  been  experienced,  similar  in  At  Berlin,  it  is  1  in  34;  Paris, 

nature,   and   following  the    same  Lyons,   Stratsburg,  Barcelona,  1 

laws,  as  those  of  our  oivn  country,  in  32  ;  Madrid,  1  in  29;  Vienna,  1 

but  very   inferior  in  degree.     In  in  26;  Rome,  1  in  25;  Amsterdam, 

France,  for  instance,  the  annual  1  in  24. 

deaths  were,  in  1781,  1  in  29;  in  If  we    compare   country    with 

1803,  1  in  30  ;  in  1823,  1  in  40.  country,  our  superiority  is  equally 

In  Paris,  about  the  middle  of  the  striking.     The  country  uhich  ap- 

last  centuiy,  the  mortality  was  1  in  proaches  most  nearest  to  us  is  the 

25;  but,  at  present,  it  has  decreas-  Pays  de  Yaud,  where   the  annual 

ed  to  1  in  32.  deaths  are  1  in  49  ;  in  Sweden  and 

In  Sweden,  from  1755  to  1775,  Holland,  1  in  48  ;  in  Russia,  about 

the  average  was   1   in  35  ;  from  1  in  41  ;  in  France,  1   in  40  ;  in 

1775  to  1795,  1  in  37  ;  in  1823,  1  Prussia  and  Naples,  1  in  3S  to  1 

in  48.  in  35  ;  in  Wirtemberg,  1  in  S3. 

The  mortality  of  Great  Britain,  The  principal  end  of  hospitals 
its  cities  and  its  hospitals,  appears  is  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor,  but 
greatly  inferior  to  that  of  any  oth-  another  benefit  may  be  derived 
er  country  in  Europe;  and  it  seems  from  them, — an  abstract  of  the 
incontestable  that  Great  Britain  results  of  their  multiplied  expe- 
ls the  most  healthy  country  with  rience,  without  which  their  in- 
which  we  are  acquainted,  and  struction  to  our  profession,  and 
that  it  has  been  gradually  tending  their  utility  to  the  public,  are 
towards  that  point  during  the  lost  considerably  abridged, 
fifty  years.  It  has  been  long  the  Mr.  Milne  remarks,  that  in 
fashion,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  reading  the  writings  of  the  physi- 
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cians  who  have  treated  these  sub- 
jects, it  Is  impossible  not  to  regret 
that  they  liave  been  so  little  at- 
tended to  by  the  profession  in  ge- 
neral ;  and  that  bills  of  mortality 
have  not  been  more  generally 
kept,  in  such  a  way  as  to  throw 
the  light,  which  they  alone  can 
do,  on  the  causes  of  the  increase 
and  decrease  of  different  diseases; 
and  of  the  great  differences  that 
are  found  between  the  degrees  of 
mortality  in  different  situations, 
and  among  different  classes  of 
the  people. 

Some  persons  appear  to  have 
hastily  concluded,  that  the  mor- 
tality of  an  hospital  affords  little 
information  as  to  the  economy  or 
practice  prevailing  in  it;  and  have 
even  ventured  on  the  paradox  of 
supposing  that  the  deaths  will  be- 
come more  numerous  as  the  dis- 
cipline improves,  and  as  the  skill 
of  the  officers  increases;  because, 
under  such  circumstances,  the 
most  severe  cases  alone  will  be 
selected,  and  will  be  speedily  dis- 
charged, to  afford  room  for  new 
ones.  This  argument  appears  to 
be  founded  chietly  on  a  solitary 
fact,  originally  proposed  by  Joseph 
Frank,  namely,  that  in  the  ninth 
year  of  the  French  Republic,  the 
mortality  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  was 
1  in  7,  and  yet  in  the  next  year 
rose  to  1  in  6,  although  the  interi- 
or economy  was  much  ameliorat- 
ed; and  in  the  following  year  even 
to  1  in  4.  But  the  real  solution 
of  this  change  appears  to  be  due 
to  the  exclusion  from  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  at  that  time,  of  all  preg- 
nant and  insane  cases,  such  as  had 
been  previously  received  there  in 
abundance,  whose  mortality  is 
much  less  than  that  of  the  com- 
mon objects  of  a  general  hospital, 
and  whose  presence,  accordingly, 
tended    to    diminish    the    annual 


amount.  In  respect  to  hospitals 
destined  for  particular  complaints, 
as  the  Lock,  or  the  St.  Louis  of 
Paris  ;  or  in  regard  to  lying-in,  or 
military  hospitals,  it  would  be  un- 
just to  form  comparisons,  except 
with  others  of  a  similar  kind  :  but 
the  general  hospitals  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  Europe  may  be 
fairly  approximated,  with  an  oc- 
casional allowance  for  position,  or 
for  some  accidental  peculiarity, 
such  as  the  larger  number  of  vio- 
lent injuries  which  occur  in  great 
commercial  cities  :  it  is  probably 
on  this  last  account  that  the  mor- 
tality of  St.  George's  hospital  is 
greater  than  that  of  the  Edinburgh 
Infirmary  ;  in  1825,  of  1025  in- 
patients admitted  at  the  former, 
664  were  cases  of  accidents.  On 
the  whole  we  shall  find,  that  in 
every  city  the  mortality  of  the 
hospitals  has  usually  declined  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  pros- 
perity, and  to  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge;  and  that,  wherever  it 
maintains  a  high  standard,  the  low- 
er orders  will  generally  corres- 
pond in  their  condition  of  want  and 
degradation,  and  the  profession  of 
medicine  will  be  seen  to  occupy  a 
subordinate  rank  in  public  esteem. 

It  has  been  calculated  that  the 
20th  part  of  every  population  is 
laboring  under  illness,  and  that 
the  100th  part  suffers  some  se- 
vere disease.  But  the  average 
of  sickness  and  of  recovery  is  con- 
stantly fluctuating  under  the  influ- 
ence of  single  seasons  ;  of  plenty 
and  of  scarcity,  of  the  spirit  of  the 
times,  and  of  political  events. 

The  earliest  notice  of  the  mor- 
tality of  our  own  hospitals,  is  con- 
tained in  Sir  Wm.  Petty 's  work 
on  Political  Arithmetic  ;  from 
which  it  appears,  that  in  the  year 
1685,  the  proportion  of  deaths  to 
cures   at   St.    Bartholomew's  and 
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St.  Thomas's  hospitals  was  about 
1  in  7.  In  the  printed  report  of 
St.  Thomas's  hospital  for  1689, 
the  mortality  is  about  1  in  10. 
The  first  annual  report  of  St. 
George's  hospital  for  1734,  when 
patients  were  first  received, 
yields  a  proportion  of  about  1 
death  in  8  patients. 

The  mortality  of  St.  Thomas's 
hospital  was  in  1741  about  1  in 
10;  from  1773  to  1783,  1  in  14  ; 
from  1783  to  1793,  1  in  15;  from 
1803  to  1813,  1  in  16. 

The  annual  average  of  deaths 
at  Christ's  hospital,  during  the  40 
years  ending  in  1799,  was  1  in  150. 

The  mortality  of  the  Edinburgh 
Infirmary  appears  to  have  ranged, 
during  the  present  century,  be- 
tween 1  in  14  and  1  in  20,  or 
even  1  in  21. 

The  mortality  of  Heriot's  hos- 
pital, at  Edinburgh,  has  been  only 
1  in  235  annually,  during  the  last 
17years.  It  is  composed  of  child- 
ren from  the  age  of  7  to  14.  The 
average  mortality  of  some  other 
public  establishments  ^t  Edin- 
burgh appears  to  be  very  low. 

The  mortality  in  France  is 
much  greater  among  the  lower 
classes  than  the  affluent  ones.  It 
even  appears,  that  in  the  wealthy 
departments  of  France  life  is  pro- 
tracted 12|-  years  beyond  its 
course  in  those  which  are  poor. 
Precisely  the  same  result  is  ob- 
served in  the  rich  and  poor  quar- 
ters of  Paris  :  where  50  deaths 
occur  in  the  rich  arrondissements, 
about  100  happen  in  the  poorer 
ones. 

The  average  mortality  of  all 
the  hospitals  of  Paris,  in  1822, 
was  1  in  8.42  ;  of  all  the  hos- 
pices, 1  in  6.71. 

The  average  stay  of  each  pa- 
tient in  the  hospitals  was  about 
35  days. 

The  total  mortality  at  the  Ho- 


tel Dieu,  was,  in  1822,  1  in 
6^  ;  and  the  average  stay  of 
each  patient  was  about  25  days. 
If  we  examine  the  progress  of  se- 
veral years  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  a 
slow,  but  gradual  improvement 
will  appear.  Between  1770  and 
1780,  the  mortality  was  about  1 
in  4  :  at  this  period  it  would  be 
difficult  fo  imagine,  as  some  have 
done,  that  high  mortality  is  a  proof 
of  well-regulated  hospitals,  since 
Hunczowski  declares  that  he  often 
saw,  on  the  same  bed,  a  dead  body 
lying  by  the  side  of  two  dying  pa- 
tients, and  one  convalescent. 
From  1804  to  1814,  the  deaths 
were  rather  more  than  1  in  5. 

In  the  Charite  hospital,  at  Pa- 
ris, the  total  mortality  was,  in 
1822,  1  in  5^„.  The  average 
stay  of  the  patients  was  about 
30  days. 

The  number  of  children  aban- 
doned by  their  parents  is  at  Paris 
enormous  :  in  1826  these  wretch- 
ed beings  amounted  to  above 
8000.  In  1818,  120  died  out  of 
133  thus  exposed.  Of  1000 
foundlings,  at  Paris,  251  have 
been  ascertained  to  die  during  the 
first  few  days,  and  235  more  on 
their  road  to  the  country  nurses, 
or  before  the  end  of  the  first  year. 

In  the  provincial  hospitals  of 
France  the  mortality  is  less  than 
in  those  of  the  metropolis.  At 
Lyons,  for  instance,  the  mortality 
of  the  Hotel  Dieu  is  about  1  in  1 1 ; 
and,  at  Montpelier,  the  average 
of  all  the  medical  institutions  is 
about  1  in  10.  We  may  remark, 
that,  as  the  mortality  of  great 
cities  is  usually  superior  to  that  of 
towns,  so  the  annual  deaths  of 
metropolitan  hospitals  will  usually 
exceed  the  proportion  of  provin- 
cial ones ; — and,  generally,  that 
in  any  large  hospital  the  propor- 
tion of  deaths  will  exceed  that  of 
a  small  one. 
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The  mortality  of  Berlin  has 
progressively  diminished.  From 
1747  to  1755,  the  annual  rate 
was  1  in  28  ;  from  1796  to  1799, 
1  in  29xV  ;  from  1803  to  1806, 
(suffering  from  war)  about  1  in 
27i  ;   from   1816    to  1822,   1    in 

The  mortality  of  the  Charite, 
the  chief  general  hospital,  on  an 
average  of  20  years,  from  1796 
to  1817,  has  been  about  1  in  6. 
And  yet,  in  this  high  mortality, 
must  be  included  a  large  supply 
of  lying-in  women,  and  of  the  in- 
sane whose  presence  should  lower 
the  total  sura  of  death. 

Dr.  Casper,  of  Berlin,  publish- 
ed in  1824  an  interesting  collec- 
tion of  statistical  facts,  illustrative 
of  the  influence  of  vaccination  on 
that  city.  In  1789,  one  death  out 
of  every  nine  deaths  in  Berlin  was 
occasioned  by  smallpox;  but  from 
1820  to  1822,  only  1  death  in  1635 
deaths  was  the  result  of  smallpox. 
He  combats,  by  authentic  docu- 
ments, the  notion  that  the  other 
diseases  of  infancy  have  become 
more  fatal  since  the  introduction 
of  vaccination. 

The  annual  mortality  of  Vienna 
was  estimated  in  the  middle  of 
last  century  at  about  1  in  20.  In 
1810  Wertheim  brings  it  to  about 
1  in  24.  Since  that  time,  it  has 
again  undergone  a  slight  improve- 
ment, and  is  about  1  in  26,  The 
great  hospital  at  Vienna  includes 
a  variety  of  clinical  and  other  es- 
tablishments; the  annual  mortality 
of  the  whole  is  about  1  in  6.  In 
1810  above  half  the  foundlings  re- 
ceived, annually,  perished.  Since 
that  time  their  mortality  has  been 
considerably  lessened  by  the  send- 
ing them  into  the  country  to  be 
nursed. 

At  Pesth,  the  present  capital 
of  Hungary,  the  annual  deaths  at 
the  civil   hospital  were,  in  1825, 


of  exactly  similar  proportion  to 
those  at  the  hospital  of  the  me- 
tropolis of  Austria,  under  whose 
mistaken  policy  it  equally  lan- 
guishes. 

The  mortality  of  the  small  ci- 
ties of  Germany  appears  to  be 
often  half,  or  even  one-third  of 
that  which  prevails  in  the  great 
ones. 

The  change  in  the  duration  of 
life  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  has 
rendered  the  old  tables  of  the 
probabilities  of  life,  formed  by 
Kerseboam,  insufiicient  for  actual 
use,  and  M.  de  Quetelet  has  re- 
cently constructed  a  new  scale. 
His  inquiries  have  brought  to 
light  many  curious  facts.  The 
value  of  life  in  Holland  seems  to 
have  doubled  itself  since  the  mid- 
dle of  last  century.  Sussmilcb 
then  estimated  the  annual  mor- 
tality of  39  villages  of  Holland  at 
about  1  in  23  ;  and  at  present  we 
find  the  average  mortality  of  the 
whole  kingdom  to  be  1  in  48.  The 
mortality  of  the  hospital  St. 
Pierre,  at  Brussels,  was,  in  1823, 
about  1  in  9  among  the  adult  pa- 
tients, and  about  1  in  6  among  the 
children. 

The  population  of  Amsterdam 
has  decreased,  in  consequence  of 
declining  commerce;  and  its  mor- 
tality increases  with  the  progress 
of  decay.  The  mortality  in  1777 
was  about  1  in  27  ;  it  was  recent- 
ly about  1  in  24.  The  average 
mortality  of  the  chief  hospital, 
(St.  Pieter's  Gasthuis)  during  the 
20  years  from  1798  to  1817,  was 
about  1  in  8. 

The  returns  formerly  afforded 
by  Russia  presented  such  extraor- 
dinary results  that  a  general  be- 
lief prevails  of  their  surcharges 
and  coloring;  as  when,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Empress  Catherine, 
artificial  edifices  were  created  in 
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the  distance,  to  amuse  with  an  hospitals.      That    of    the    Santa 

image  of  prosperity.     The  annual  Maria  Nuova,  at  Florence,  is   1 

average  of  deaths  at  the  imperial  in  7  ;  of  the  hospitals  at  Leghorn, 

hospital  for  the   sick  poor,  at  Pe-  1  in  7^  ;  of  those  at  Rome,  about 

tersburg,    has    been   for    the    20  1  in  7.     At  the  Foundling  hospital 

years  ending  in  1817,  so  high  as  1  of  Naples,  the  annual  loss  is  1    in 

in  4^.  6  ;    about   the   same    occurs    at 

The  mortality  of  the  two  chief  Stockholm, 

hospitals  of  INIadrid  was,  in  1.818,  (To be  continued.) 

about  1  in  11.     The  report,  how- 

ever,  is  not  very  authentic,  nor  t.t 

minute.      At    Barcelona,   during 

1823,  the  general  hospital  of  San-  reports  of  cases  in  private 

ta  Cruz  aflbrded  1  death  among  7  practice. 

patients.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  editors  to 

The  annual  mortality  of  Gene-  establish  a  department  in  this  paper, 

va   is   greater  than  that  of  Man-  to  be  called  Reports  of  Cases  in  Pri- 

chester    andis  about  the  same  as  vate  Practice.     There  seems  no  rea- 

that  01  Glasgow  and  hirmmgham.  ,             .     ^                     •      • 

rrii              i   r.        r  •*     1        •?  i    •  son  why  reports  ot  cases  occumn?  in 

1  he   mortality  oi  its   hospital,  in  ,    .          ,.                   ,       ^ 

1823,   was   about   1    in    11  ;   but  '^''"'    ^'■'^^""'■^^    '"'^""^^   "^  P''^'^''^'^ 

about  a  third  part  of  the  patients  sh""^'^  ""^  ^^  ««  "seful  and  iraprov- 

were  soldiers,  whose  presence  ge-  ""g  to  physicians,  as  hospital  reports 

nerally  lowers  the  sum  of  fatality,  are  to  surgeons.     There  are  many 

The  proportion  of  deaths  to  re-  cases  constantly  occurring  which  are 

cpveries   at  the  general  hospital  instructive  to  the  individual  to  whom 

of  Genoa  was,  in  1821,  1  in  6.   At  ,i„„  „„   ...       i         ii    i     u 

,,       ,         .     ,  o^    .-,.            •      .  m  t"<^y   occur,  and   would  also  be  so  to 

the   hospital  bt.  Giovanni,  at  1  u-  ,           ...          ,                      „     ,, 

•  ^     '     .    ,,                       '   ,  .    ^  others,  which  yet  do  not  seem  of  sul- 

rin,  it  was  in  the  same  year  1  in  /.  '.           •' 

At  Milan,  the  mortality  of  the  ^'"'^"^  importance  to  make  them  the 

great   hospital,  during  the   three  subjects   of  formal  communications, 

years  ending  in  1814,  was  about  1  These  may  be  drawn  up  and  thrown 

in  6.      In  1823  it  was  about  1  in  7.  into  the  columns  of  a  weekly  paper, 

At  Pavia,  where   the  most  mi-  in   the  form  of  Reports,  with  very 

nute   records  are  preserved,  the  iit,ie  trouble  to  the  practitioner,  and 

total  mortality  of  the  hospital  San  .^c,^  ^^  ^^^  ^.^^^^^^     U  j^  „,,t 

Matteo  della  Pieta  was,  in  1823,  ,          .        i-                i             i 

I       /i   •     i<A       n^i              .1-.       c  merely    extraordinary    and   unusual 

about  1  in  10.      J  he   mortality  oi  ,.  ,          ,             ,            ,• 

H-,  ,   1         1,    ivT     I-     1  rr   '^     ..^^  cases  which  are  thus  worth  recordintr. 

ildebrand  s  Medical  Clinic   was  ^ 

less  than  1  in  6  Cases  which  illustrate  the  nature  and 
The  mortality  of  the  Medical  consequencesof  any  particular  symp- 
Clinic  at  Padua,  at  which  Brera  toms  ;  the  features  of  the  diseases  of 
is  Professor,  was,  in  1821,  about  any  particular  season;  or  the  influ- 
1  in  11.  At  that  of  Bologna,  gnce  of  particular  causes  upon  the 
where  Tommasini  is  Professor,  it  ^^^^^^^^  a„j  termination  of  diseases, 
was,  about  the  same  period,  1  in  ^.-e  always  worthy  of  perusak  Those 
10.  VVe  perceive  the  care  and  .  i  i  ,-  .i 
,.,,/.,,'  .  ,  •  ,  essavs  and  those  relations  are  the 
skill  of  these  eminent  men  evinc- 
ed by  the  degree  in  which  they  '"o^^  "^eful  which  apply  themselves 
have  counteracted  the  ordinary  most  exactly  to  the  daily  and  hourly 
course  of  mortality  in   the  Italian  business  of  the  physician,  and  which 
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lead  him  to  tliiuk  of  tlie  forms  of 
disease  which  are  constantly  before 
his  eyes.  There  is  too  great  a  disposi- 
tion to  be  pleased  with  extraordinary 
narratives,  extraordinary  operations, 
rare  and  curious  cases.  Such  cases 
throw  no  light  on  our  daily  occupa- 
tion. But  the  narration  of  ordinary 
cases  does. 

We  therefore  request  our  subscrib- 
ers to  furuisii  us  with  materials  for 
this  department.  We  do  not  how- 
ever wish  for  trilling  and  trivial  cases. 
Serious  and  dangerous  instances  of 
ordinary  diseases,  and  more  particu- 
larly fatal  cases,  with  or  even  with- 
out the  appearances  on  dissection; 
and  cases  which  illustrate  the  charac- 
ter and  mode  of  treatment  of  the 
diseases  of  the  season  in  various  dis- 
tricts of  the  country,  are  especially 
solicited.  But  cases  of  all  kinds 
coming  within  the  character  describ- 
ed will  be  inserted.  We  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  in  this  vvay,  although  each 
insulated  case  may  be  of  small  value, 
yet  a  valuable  collection  of  facts 
and  documents  may  be  prepared 
relating  to  the  diseases  and  medical 
history  of  New-England. 

In  ]-»ublishing  cases  of  this  kind, 
we  shall  insert  the  name  of  the  con- 
tributor or  not,  as  he  pleases  ;  it  be- 
ing always  understood  tiiat  the  name 
of  the  writer  is  known  to  the  editors, 
and  that  they  are  satisfied  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  narrative. 

Case   of  Long    Continued    Convul- 
sions. 

C.  L.  R.  was  born  Oct.  10,  1826, 
after  a  very  easy  labor,  and  was  a 
perfectly  healthy  child,  but  was  dis- 
figured by  a  slight  harelip.  For  this 
an  operation  was  performed  by  Dr. 
Warren,  at  the  age  of  three  weeks. 
The  wound  healed  perfectly,  and  the 
dressings  had  been  removed  ior  a  lew 


days,  during  which  slight  convulsive 
motions  wore  occasionally  observed, 
and  in  the  morning  of  November 
13lh  a  decided  attack  of  convulsions 
took  place,  for  which  an  emetic  and 
cathartic  were  given,  and  leeches 
were  applied  to  the  head.  By  these 
means  partial  relief  was  obtained, 
and  for  nearly  twelve  hours  the  con- 
vulsions were  suspended.  After  that 
period,  however,  they  recurred  and 
continued  for  five  weeks,  varying  in 
intensity  and  in  the  frequency  and 
length  of  intermission,  but  never  be- 
ing suspended  for  more  than  an'  hour 
at  a  time,  and  often  for  not  more 
than  a  {ev/  minutes  for  days  together. 

These  convulsions  affected  the 
muscular  system  universally  ;  the 
eyes,  eyelids,  mouth,  cheeks,  arms, 
&.C.  &c.  were  all  in  a  state  of  con- 
stant twitching,  and  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  each  paroxysm  the  mus- 
cles of  respiration  seemed  affected  by 
permanent  spasm,  so  as  to  interrupt 
that  function  for  a  short  period,  and 
produce  a  livid  suffusion  of  counte- 
nance and  the  appearance  of  sufl'o- 
cation. 

Nothing  peculiarly  worthy  of  no- 
lice  occurred  during  the  continuance 
of  this  alfection.  It  continued  un- 
abated in  violence  till  within  a  few 
days  of  its  termination,  when  disso- 
lution was  apparently  approaching. 
Very  unexpectedly,  however,  the 
paroxysms  began  to  diminish  in  fre- 
quency and  violence,  and  gradually 
ceased,  and  the  child  seemed  restored 
to  health. 

It  was  conjectured  in  the  origin  of 
this  complaint,  that  it  might  have 
originated  from  the  improper  quality 
of  its  nurse's  milk,  (its  mother  not 
being  able  to  nurse  it,)  and  accord- 
ingly, its  diet  was  variously  modified 
in  order  to  suit  the  state  of  its  diges- 
tive system.  In  the  way  of  rcnaedy 
—  cathartics,  calomel,  blisters,  &c. 
were  employed  ;  but  upon  the  whole 
without  any  distinct  advantage,  and 
the  disease  seemed  rather  to  have 
worn  itself  out  than  to  have  been 
much  affected  by  the  treatment 
adopted. 

This  chdd  nursed  well,  grew   and 
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flourished  as  well  as  children  usually 
do  for  nearly  four  months.  After  a 
short  time  it  was,  however,  observed, 
particularly  by  those  not  accustomed 
to  its  appearance,  that  there  was 
something  peculiar  in  its  countenance, 
and  particularly  in  its  eyes.  It  seem- 
ed never  able  to  fix  thera  upon  any 
object,  or  to  notice  persons  or  things 
as  children  generally  do  at  this 
age.  The  pupils  were  permanent- 
ly contracted,  and  there  was  a 
want  of  correspondence  between  the 
two  eyes.  The  flexor  muscles  and 
tendons  of  the  forearm  and  hands 
never  recovered  their  natural  state 
of  extension. 

It  continued  in  this  state  until  the 
29th  of  the  succeeding  March,  when 
it  was  seized  with  convulsions  and 
died  in  a  few  hours,  being  a  little 
more  than  five  months  old. 

On  dissection,  water  was  found  in 
small  quantities,  in  the  cavily  of  the 
arachnoid  membrane,  beneath  the  pia 
mater  ;  and  about  an  ounce  in  the 
-ventricles.  No  other  morbid  ap- 
pearances were  observed.  The  chest 
and' abdomen  were  not  examined. 

JW. 

■  Use  of  Ergot  for  the  Prevention  of 
Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

I  lately  administered  ergot  under 
ihe  following  circumstances.  I  was 
called  at  about  half  past  1,  A.M.  to 
a  woman  in  labor  with  her  second 
child.  She  had  had  pains  the  great- 
er part  of  the  preceding  day,  but  they 
had  been  regular  and  constant  only 
for  a  iew  hours.  The  os  uteri  was 
found  fully  dilated,  the  soft  parts 
moist,  distensible,  and  prepared 
for  the  passage  of  the  head  of  the 
child.  In  her  first  labor,  this  patient 
had  been  afl'ected  by  serious  and 
somewhat  alarming  uterine  hemor- 
rh'ige,  following  delivery.  Ap|)re- 
hending  a  recurrence,  and  perhaps 
an  increased  degree  of  this  difficulty 
on  the  present  occasion,  I  ruptured 
the  membranes  at  about  a  quarter  be- 
fore 3  o'clock,  the  pains  being  regu- 
lar and  strontr,  and  the  membranes 
-ijearing  down   nearly   on  tiie  perine- 


um,— and  at  about  3  gave  ten  grains 
of  ergot.  This  dose  did  not  sensibly 
increase  the  action  of  the  uterus,  by 
rendering  the  pains  more  intense  or 
constant.  Accordingly,  in  tea  mi- 
nutes more  I  repeated  the  same 
quantity,  and  no  sensible  effect  was 
produced.  The  pains  continued  as 
they  had  before  the  ergot  was  given, 
and  the  child  was  born  at  half  past 
3,  It  bore  none  of  the  marks  usual- 
ly exhibited  by  children  born  under 
the  influence  of  ergot.  The  placen- 
ta, which  laid  at  the  os  uteri,  was 
immediately  taken  away,  no  hemor- 
rhage or  faintness  followed,  and  after 
the  usual  period  the  patient  was  got 
into  bed,  icithout  being  removed  from 
the  horizontal  posture.  Before  being 
removed,  she  complained  of  severe 
pains  in  the  back.  These  increased 
and  became  excruciating  soon  after 
getting  into  bed.  They  came  on  at 
intervals  of  a  minute  and  two  mi- 
nutes, and  lasted  somewhat  less  than 
a  minute,  resembling  labor  pains,  and 
being  accompanied  by  a  sensible 
hardening  and  bearing  down  of  the 
uterine  tumor.  So  much  more  se- 
vere were  they  than  usual,  that  I 
thought  it  proper  to  administer  lau- 
danum fur  her  relief,  and  accordingly 
she  took  in  divided  doses  somewhat 
more  than  200  drops  in  the  course  of 
three  hours,  and  was  then  tolerably 
easy.  She  had  no  considerable  re- 
turn of  similar  pains,  and  was  the 
next  day  as  well  as  many  women 
wiio  have  undergone  nothing  remark- 
able in  connexion  with  delivery. 

I  wish  to  record  this  case  ;  not  as 
in  itself  of  any  value  alone,  but  as 
furnishing  one  fact  towards  deciding 
questions  of  some  importance.  1. 
Is  it  probable  that  in  this  case  the 
ergot  bad  any  effect  in  restraining 
uterine  hemorrhage  after  delivery  1 
and,  2.  Were  the  pains  which  occur- 
red after  delivery  occasioned  by  the 
continued  acUoa  of  the  ergot  1  Prac- 
titioners who  may  have  made  use  of 
ergot  under  these  circumstances  and 
for  this  purpose,  may  do  good  by 
pid)lisl)ing  the  results  of  their  obser- 
vation. JW. 
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Table  of  Diseases  ichich  cause  Death  at  various  2)cr tods  of  Infancy, 

The  following  Table  is  extracted  from  a  late  work  on  the  Mortality  of  Children,  by 
Mr.  Roberton.  It  is  intended  to  show  the  proportionate  mortality  from  dirterent  diseases 
among  a  definite  number  of  deaths  under  ten  years  of  age.  One  of  the  principal  facts  to 
bo  deduced  Irom  this  table  is,  that  of  2050  deaths,  no  less  than  994  originated  in  diseases 
more  or  less  connected  with  errors  in  physical  education,  and  particularly  in  disordered 
bowels.  "  No  fiict,"  says  the  author,  "  can  show  more  forcibly  the  importance  which, 
ought  to  be  attached  to  the  physical  management  of  children." 
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Measles    -         -         -         . 
Scarlet  fever         ... 
Smallpox           ... 
Quinsey       .         .         .         - 

Erysipelas        ... 

Swinepox    .... 
Chincough        ... 

Croup           .... 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs 

Do.  of  the  bowels 

Do.  of  the  brain 

Inflammatory  fever 

Inflammation  of  the  liver 

Do.  of  the  kidneys 
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Water  in  the  brain   - 

Convulsions 
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Brain  fever  -         .         .         . 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUG.  19,  1828. 

Dissertation  on  the  Uncertainty  of 
the  Hcaliug  Art.  Read  before 
the  iMassachiisetts  Medical  Society 
June  4,  1S28. 

Many  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the 
publication  of  this  essay  ;  but  ihe  in- 
terest which  the  subject  calls  forth  is 
not  limited  by  time  or  place.  It  ex- 
tends to  all  times,  it  is  common  to 
the  whole  community.  There  is  a 
peculiar  interest,  too,  which  must  at- 
tach to  these  remarks,  on  account  of 
the  standing  and  character  of  the  in- 
dividual who  uttered  them.  A  dis- 
course on  the  shortness  of  life  could 
not  but  be  listened  to  with  attention 
when  delivered  by  the  veteran  of 
three  score  and  ten  ;  on  the  same 
principle,  then,  an  exposition  of  the 
uncertainty  of  medicine,  coming  from 
the  mouth  of  one  of  its  most  tried 
and  most  successful  practitioners, 
challenges  at  once  our  respect  and 
our  confidence.  There  is  a  tone  of 
seriousness,  of  sincere  and  heartfelt 
conviction,  which  pervades  these  re- 
marks, and  renders  them  peculiarly 
impressive.  Dr.  Shattuck  address- 
es us  in  earnest,  and  as  if  he  wished 
us  to  think  earnestly,  and  reflect 
deeply  on  what  he  delivers.  With- 
out any  misplaced  attempt  at  a  dis- 
play of  oratory,  he  states  in  plain, 
yet  animated  language,  the  convic- 
tions of  his  own  mind,  and  the  re- 
sults of  his  experience. 

We  do  not  profess  to  give  an  ana- 
lysis of  this  discourse.  The  fact  of 
the  imperfection  of  medical  art,  and 
of  the  feeble  stand  which  it  is  able 
to  make  against  the  inroads  of  dis- 
ease and  death,  is  proved  by  a  state- 
ment  of  the   returns   which  are  fur- 


nished by  the  bills  of  mortality  in 
London  and  elsewhere.  The  uncer- 
tainty of  a  protracted  existence,  as 
shown  by  these  documents,  affords  a 
melancholy  proof  how  limited  is  the 
protection  which  art  is  able  to  alTord 
against  the  common  enemy.  The 
causes  of  the  imperfection  of  medi- 
cine are  to  be  sought  parti}'  in  the 
nature  of  the  subject  itself,  and  part- 
ly in  the  want  of  facilities  for  inves- 
tigating the  structure  and  functions 
of  the  human  frame.  The  remedy, 
so  far  as  attainable,  must  be  looked 
for  mainly  in  the  increase  of  these 
facilities.  In  connexion  with  this 
part  of  the  subject,  we  quote  the  fol- 
lowing suggestions. 

'' '  Hoc  opus,  Jiic  labor  esC — Ana- 
tomy is  the  alphabet  of  the  healing 
art.  How  difficult  to  learn  the  al- 
phabet of  our  profession,  notwith- 
standing the  labors  of  Hnrvey  and 
Haller,  of  Hunter  and  Bichat,  of 
Morgagni  and  Mascagni,  and  Scarpa 
and  Magendie,  and  their  numerous 
associates  and  worthy  successors  on 
his  as  well  as  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  laws  of  the  land  are 
cruelly  against  us.  Might  not  a  wise 
legislator  turn  the  spirit  of  moral  re- 
form wiiich  hovers  over  the  age  into 
the  channel  of  public  good,  by  se- 
curing the  enactment  of  a  law  au- 
thorising the  commitment  of  the  va- 
grant and  harlot,  on  yielding  up  life, 
to  the  extension  of  the  light  of  medi- 
cal knowledge  ?  Fear  might  come 
over  them  and  stay  iheir  steps  ;  or  if 
carried  along  by  their  depraved  na- 
tures in  the  current  of  abomination, 
their  fate  might  open  the  dark  re- 
cesses of  truth  to  the  healing  of  the 
sick.  The  first  step  towards  a  medi- 
cal education  being  attended  with 
such  difficulty  and  hazard,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  sources  of  the  uncer- 
tainly of  the  healing  art.  The  more 
is  known  of  nature  in  common,  the 
more  readily  is  nature  traced  in  her 
wanderings.     The  more  is  known  of 
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man  in  his  structure,  and  the  econo- 
my of  his  healthy  existence,  the  more 
ff^adil}'  are  traced  the  aberrations 
from  that  heaUhy  economy  in  the 
form  of  disease,  and  the  better  is  un- 
derstood the  history  and  termination 
of  disease  in  the  morbid  structure  it 
produces." 

The  concUiding  part  of  Dr.  S.'s 
dissertation  consists  of  a  notice  of 
the  distinguished  men  who  have  re- 
cently been  removed  from  the  medi- 
cal community.  Among  these  the 
name  of  Danforth  stands  deserved- 
ly eminent.  Whatever  doubts  may 
exist  with  regard  to  some  of  tho 
opinions  of  this  eminent  physician, 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to 
the  uncommon  vigor  of  his  intellect, 
and  energy  of  his  character.  He  is 
remarkable  too  as  having  filled  a 
place  in  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  which  in  a  large 
and  enlightened  community  is  rarely 
attained  by  any  individual  of  the 
medical  profession,  however  distin- 
guished his  talents  or  his  skill.  The 
following  spirited  sketch  of  his  cha- 
racter is  well  worth  preserving  : — 

"  By  nature  and  education  an  aris- 
tocrat, by  unceasing  toil  and  unde- 
viating  integrity  elevated  to  the  front 
rank  of  his  profession,  his  clear  and 
unequivocal  prescription,  founded  on 
the  application  of  his  own  theory, 
was  received  as  law.  His  patients 
worsliipped  him  as  the  Magnus  Apol- 
lo ;  they  feared  departure  from  his 
instructions,  almost  as  they  feared 
the  judgment  to  come.  His  noble 
form  raised  to  the  stature  of  six  feet, 
his  erect  attitude  and  majestic  gait, 
his  high  forehead  and  moveable  occi- 
pito-frontulis,  which  excited  to  con- 
traction, accompanied  a  perceptible 
motion  of  his  ear  and  arched  eye- 
brow, his  penetrant,  full,  blue  eye, 
aquiline  nose  and  sharp  chin,  and 
manly  intonation,  and  his  Cassius- 
like  figure,  all  conspired  to  add  em- 


phasis to  his  words,  as  the  responses 
of  an  oracle.  Shakspeare  has  not 
put  into  the  mouth  of  Hamlet  the 
description  of  a  more  perfect  man, 
than  Stuart  has  spread  on  canvass  in 
the  person  of  Dr.  Danforth  as  seen 
in  his  portrait.  His  countenance 
seems  beaming  with  all  the  dignified 
complacency  with  which  it  was 
clothed  on  beholding  his  patient  rise 
from  a  sick  bed.  A  more  stubborn 
spirit  of  independence  was  never  seen 
than  was  exhibited  in  the  person  and 
life  of  Danforth." 

"  This  inflexible  temper  came  to 
him  very  honestly.  His  ancestor, 
who  came  first  to  this  country,  de- 
serted a  fine  estate,  and  fled  to  the 
wilderness  to  enjoy  his  liberty,  as 
the  tyranny  of  a  tax  for  an  order  of 
knighthood  without  his  consent,  had 
been  imposed  by  Charles  I.  The 
apparent  discrepancy  between  the 
course  pui-sued  by  the  high-minded 
ancestor  and  his  proud  descendants, 
becomes  reconciled  from  the  fact, 
that  the  latter  had  eaten  the  bread 
of  their  king." 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 


Ending  Aug.  9,  at  noon. 


Ausr.  1 


John  Potter, 
Samuel  Hichborn, 

2.  Elisha  Ely, 
Hannah  Blanchard, 
Lucy  Coats  Hopkins, 

3.  Rebecca  Andrews, 
Ellen  M.  Harmon, 
Augustus  J.  Mead, 

4.  Mary  C.  Wilkins, 
Theodore  S.  Wells, 
John  Thayer, 

5.  Sarah  Pray, 
Samuel  Whitwell, 
Deborah  Neville, 

6.  James  O'Leary, 

7.  Abigail  Crawley, 
William  Pipe, 
William  H.  Wilkinson, 
Sarah  Ann  Battist, 
Patrick  Grace, 

Susan  McKennag, 

8.  John  Dennaho, 

9.  Lucretia  L.  Vose, 


7  w. 
76  yrs. 

5 
36 

19  mo. 
42  yrs. 
15  mo. 
19 

7 
32  yrs. 
41 
67 
76 
66 

18  mo. 
35  yrs. 
27 
15  days. 

2  mo. 
10  yrs. 
34  ' 
18  mo. 
15 


Apoplexy,  1 — consumption,  6 — cholera  mor-_ 
bus,  2 — convulsions,  1 — drowned,  1 — dropsy, 
1 — disease  in  the  head,  1 — infantile,  3 — in- 
flammation on  the  brain,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — 
sudden,  1 — teething,  1 — ulcers,  1 — unknown, 
1.     Males,  12— females,  11.— Total,  23. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

LIQUID  MAGNESIA, 

FOR   Dyspepsia,   Costiveness,   Head- 
ache, Heartburn,  <&c. 

"  The  cU>ar  and  colorless  solution  has 
been  found  by  repeated  experiments  to  be 
the  best  preparation  of  Magnesia  ;  it  pro- 
duces all  the  good  effects  of  that  Medicine, 
is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  more  certain 
in  its  operation,  is  not  liable  to  form  con- 
cretions in  the  bovvels,  and  is  the  beat  ant- 
acid in  use." 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  Li- 
quid Magnesia  was  commenced  bj'  Bart- 
lett  Sz.  Chase,  and  received  general  appro- 
bation, and  in  consequence  of  repeated 
solicitation  is  now  resumed  by  the  Sub- 
scribers, and  it  will  be  kept  constantly  for 
sale  by  them  at  the  Fountain,  or  put  up- 
in  Bottles  for  transportation. 

S.  N.  BREWER  &i  BROTHERS, 

Druggists. 

No.  90  &  92  Washington  Street. 
*^*  Soda,  Rochelle   and  other    mineral 
waters  will  also  be  kept  at  the  Fountain. 
June  3. 

ABERNETHY'S  LECTURES. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.,  63 
Market  St.,  have  in  the  press.  Lec- 
tures on  JlnaloTtiy^  Surgery  and  PalJioIogy, 
including  observations  on  Local  Diseases, 
delivered  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
By  John  Abernethy,  F.  R.  S.  These 
Lectures  contain  the  results  of  all  Mr. 
Abernethy''s  experience  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  in  private  practice 
as  a  London  Surgeon. 

Boston,  June  1,  1828. 

CHARLES    WHITE, 

2G9  IVasliinglon  St.  Corner  of  Winter  St. 

HAS  received  by  the  late  arrivals  from 
Europe  his  spring  supply  of  Meui 
ci.\ES  ;  among  them  are  Extract  Balsam 
Copaiva,  Ext.  Belladonna  from  Eye-In 
firmary.  Blue  pill  from  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Calomel,  Tartar  Emetic,  Magnesia  Calc, 
Elaterium,  Opium  deprived  of  Narcotine, 
Opium  deprived  of  Morphine,  Denarcoliz- 
ed  Tinct.  Opium,  Sulphate  Quinine, 
Sulphate  Cinchona,  Sulphate  R^hubarb, 
Ext.  Hops,  Sic.  &c. 

C  W.  returns  his  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to   the    Physicians,  his  friends 


and  the  public,  for  their  liberal  stipport, 
and  hopes  by  strict  personal  attention  to 
Physicians'  lYescriptions,  the  compound- 
ing and  delivery  of  Medicine,  to  have  a 
continuance.  April  22. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL  BIOGRA- 
PHY. 

THIS  day  published  by  COTTONS  & 
BARNARD  and  RICHARDSON  & 
LORD,  The  AMERICAN  MEDICAL 
BIOGRAPHY;  or,  Memoirs  of  Eminent 
Physicians  who  have  flourished  in  Amer- 
ica. To  which  is  prefixed  a  succinct  His- 
tory of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country.  By  J.  Thacher,  M.  D.  author 
of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  Mod- 
ern Practice  of  Physic,  Military  Journal, 
iVzc.  Embellished  witla  Portraits  of  the 
following  characters,  viz.  Rush,  Monson, 
Wistar,  John  Bard,  Samuel  Bard,  Jones, 
Jeffries,  Clark,  Coffin,  Brooks,  Lloyd, 
Danforth,  Freeman,  Warren,  Thacher. 

'•■  Thou  shalt  lie  down 
With  patriachs  of  the  infant  world — with  kings. 
The  powerful  of  the  earth — the  wise,  the  good. 
Fair  forms,  and  hoary  seers  of  ages  past, 
All  in  one  mighty  sepulchre." 

2  vols — Price  $  5.  2  vols,  bound  in 
one,  $  4,  50.  Subscribers  are  requested  to 
send  for  their  books.  May  5. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately- 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  theirpatronage. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  poor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  atiy  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 


'  Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Frankhn  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

From  the  London  Lancet. 

On  Flooding. — From  Lectures  de- 
livered at  Guy^s  Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

Where,  Gentlemen,  the  dis- 
charge of  blood  occupring  before 
or  during  parturition  is  in  small 
quantity  only,  it  may  be  regarded 
with  little  apprehension,  being 
perhaps  rather  favorable  to  the 
patient  than  otherwise,  because 
it  tends  to  relax  the  softer  parts. 
It  too  often  happens,  however, 
that  instead  of  these  smaller  erup- 
tions we  have  the  blood  breaking 
from  the  uterus  in  large  abun- 
dance, to  the  amount  of  two  or 
three  pints,  for  example  ;  when, 
dangerous  in  a  high  degree,  it  re- 
quires in  the  different  cases  a 
treatment  various  in  its  modifica- 
tion, but  essentially  the  same  in 
all  ;  and  hence  it  is  that  we  have 
thrown  together  in  one  class  all 
those  cases  in  which  the  blood  is 
largely  bursting  from  the  uterus, 
considering  them  under  the  gene- 

28 


ral  appellation  of  floodings,  a  title 
at  once  interesting  and  familiar  to 
every  obstetric  practitioner. 

In  the  earlier  months  of  preg- 
nancy, when  the  blood  is  coming 
away  largely  from  the  uterus,  the 
discharge  may  be  produced  by  the 
detachment  of  any  part  of  the 
ovum  from  the  uterine  surface  ; 
for  in  these  earlier  months,  say  in 
the  second  and  third,  the  vessels 
of  the  uterus  shooting  in  large 
number  intp  every  part  of  the 
ovum,  no  part  of  the  ovum  can 
become  separated  from  the  ute- 
rus without  rupture  of  vessel  and 
consequent  hasmorrhage.  Again, 
in  the  latter  end  of  gestation,  say 
the  seventh,  eighth,  or  ninth 
months,  the  vessels  still  push  into 
the  ovum  on  all  sides,  but  those 
which  are  pushing  into  the  mem- 
branous part  of  the  involucra,  are 
few  and  small,  and  if  torn,  dis-r 
charge  but  sparingly  ;  while  the 
vessels  which  pass  reciprocally 
from  the  placenta  to  the  uterus, 
are  very  numerous  and  very  ca- 
pacious ;  hence   it  happens  that 
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flooding  to  a  great  extent  must 
take  place  when  these  vessels  be- 
come lorn  open  in  consequence  of 
a  disjunction  of  the  placenta  and 
uterus  from  each  other. 

In  flooding  cases,  the  quantity 
of  blood  which  passes  away  varies 
exceedingly,  amounting  in  some 
instances  to  a  few  ounces  only,  in 
others  to  a  few  pints,  or  quarts, 
perhaps  I  might  add  gallons.  And 
this  variation  in  the  measure  of 
the  discharge,  arises  principally 
from  the  following  causes,  operat- 
ing separately  or  in  combination  : 
I  mean  the  age  of  the  pregnancy, 
the  extent  of  the  separation,  and 
the  duration  of  the  process.  On 
the  age  of  the  pregnancy  much 
depends,  and  you  may  lay  it  down 
as  an  axiom,  generally  though  not 
universally  true,  that  the  floodings 
of  the  latter  months  are  more  co- 
pious than  those  of  earlier  gesta- 
tion. For  when  the  blood  flows 
away  in  the  earlier  months,  it 
flows  from  a  uterus  of  small  size 
and  from  small  vessels  ;  in  which, 
therefore,  there  is  much  less 
blood  than  we  find  in  the  same 
organ  at  a  more  advanced  period 
of  gestation;  while  those  floodings 
which  break  forth  in  the  latter 
months  make  iheir  attack  when 
the  uterus  is  thoroughly  enlarged, 
with  all  its  vessels  numerous  and 
capacious,  and  plentifully  filled 
with  blood.  Hence  it  holds,  as  a 
sort  of  general  prognostic,  that 
while  all  the  floodings  in  the  later 
period  are  attended  with  much 
danger,  those  which  occur  in  the 
earlier  months,  provided  the  wo- 
man enjoy  an  ordinary  share  of 
health,  are  seldom  destructive  to 
life,  though  the  general  health 
may  sometimes  sufl"er  severely. 
Again.  When  the  ovum  separates 
from  the  uterus,  the  quantity  of 
the  haemorrhage    may   be  deter- 


mined, in  part,  by  the  extent  of 
the  detachment.  Thus,  even  in 
the  earlier  months,  if  the  ovum 
separate  extensively,  a  copious 
bleeding  may  occur,  while  a  spar- 
ing bleeding  may  take  place,  even 
in  the  end  of  gestation,  provided 
the  detachment  of  the  placenta 
from  the  uterus  be  of  small  ex- 
tent, not  exceeding  two  or  three 
square  inches,  for  example.  Nor 
is  it  to  be  forgotten  that  there  is 
much  variety  in  the  duration  of 
these  floodings,  the  discharge  in 
some  cases  occurring  for  weeks 
together,  while  in  other  cases  the 
whole  attack  is  comprised  within 
the  compass  of  a  tew,  two  or 
three  days,  for  example,  or  even 
of  two  or  three  hours.  And  hence 
a  third  cause,  giving  rise  to  varie- 
ty in  the  quantity  of  blood  dis- 
charged; for  where  the  process  is 
short,  the  discharge  of  blood  of 
course  is  of  short  continuance,  and 
may  too  be  very  sparing ;  but 
when  the  floodings  are  protracted 
for  days  or  weeks  together,  half 
a  pint  escaping  on  one  occasion,  a 
pint  on  another,  a  quart  perhaps 
on  a  third,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
total  quantity  of  blood  lost  may 
soon  exceed  even  a  gallon. 

So  here  then  are  three  leading 
causes,  to  the  joint  or  separate 
action  of  which  the  quantity  of 
bleeding  may  be  attributed; — the 
age  of  the  pregnancy,  the  extent 
of  the  detachment,  and  the  dura- 
tion of  the  process. 

We  frequently  observe  wath 
satisfaction  in  flooding  cases,  that 
after  a  certain  quantity  of  blood 
has  been  discharged,  where  the 
patient  is  judiciously  managed,  or 
where  she  is  left  to  her  own  re- 
sources, that  unless  she  act  very 
imprudently,  the  haemorrhage 
ceases,  either  permanently,  or  at 
least  for  a  time.     Now,  noticing 
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this,  the  inquisitive  mind  may  be 
led  to  inquire,  (and  not  wiihout 
reason),  what  is  llie  cause  of  this 
permanent  or  temporary  stoppage 
of  the  bleeding  ?  because  the 
knowledge  of  such  a  cause  may 
perhaps  enable  us  to  cooperate 
with  nature  more  effectually  when 
using  remedial  means.  On  this 
point,  therefore,  I  next  proceed 
to  remark.  When  blood  flows 
from  the  uterus,  the  discharge 
seems  to  be  arrested  in  part  here, 
much  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is 
suppressed  in  other  structures  of 
the  body,  where  dissolution  of 
continuity  has  taken  place  ;  by 
faintness,  I  mean,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  clot.  The  current  of  the 
blood  slackens;  the  quantity  which 
in  a  given  time  is  transmitted 
through  the  uterus,  diminishes  ; 
the  concretions  which  form  over 
or  within  the  mouth  of  the  bleed- 
ing vessels,  the  flow  of  the  blood 
being  languid,  are  less  liable  to 
be  pushed  away  ;  add  to  which, 
that  the  experiments  of  a  very 
excellent  experimental  physiolo- 
gist, Mr.  Thackrah,  of  Leeds, 
having  confirmed  the  opinion,  that 
when  the  body  is  fainty,  the  blood 
becomes  more  prone  to  concre- 
tion;  this  a[)proach  to  deliquium 
it  is  evident  does  not  merely  di- 
minish the  risk  of  a  detachment 
of  the  coagula,  but  effectually  fa- 
cilitates their  formation.  Among 
the  causes,  therefore,  which  first 
suppress  the  bleedings  from  the 
uterus,  you  may  enumerate  the 
fainty  condition  produced  by  the 
haemorrhage.  A  woman  losing 
two  or  three  pints  of  blooil,  and 
being,  perhaps,  of  hysterical  dia- 
tiiesis,  she  becomes  very  fainty, 
and  under  this  tendency  to  deli- 
quium concretions  form,  under 
which,  together  with  that  closure 
of  the  vessels  which  is  effected  by 


the  formation  of  that  layer  or  coat 
of  blood  which  lies  over  their  ori- 
fices externally,  little  coagula  are 
produced,  which  penetrate  into 
their  cavities,  perhaps,  to  the 
depth  of  a  line,  and  effectually 
close  them  on  the  principle  of  the 
plug.  And  hence  in  bleedings, 
whether  from  the  uterus  or  from 
other  parts  of  our  structure,  un- 
less the  patient  be  in  danger  of 
sinking  into  that  state  of  asphyxia, 
or  deep  faintness,  from  which  re- 
covery is  not  to  be  expected,, we 
ought  by  no  means  to  be  in  haste 
to  rouse  them  ;  that  faintness 
which  shakes  to  pieces  the  nerves 
of  their  friends,  is  in  truth  not 
their  danger,  but  their  security  ; 
and  allow  me  to  strengthen  this 
remark  by  observing,  that  if  bleed- 
ing be  stopped,  as  it  generally  is 
in  these  cases,  provided  the  pa- 
tient possess  the  ordinary  share  of 
bodily  vigor,  however  alarming 
the  faintness  may  appear  to  the 
inexperienced,  in  general  she  re- 
covers gradually  and  safely  if  left 
undisturbed.     But  to  resume. 

If  in  other  parts  of  the  body  a 
wound  be  inflicted,  in  four-and- 
twenty,  or  in  eight-and-forty  hours 
afterwards;  sometimes  in  a  short- 
er period,  provided  the  vessels 
laid  open  be  not  of  a  very  large 
size,  and  the  haemorrhage  does  not 
proceed  so  as  continually  to  inter- 
rupt the  process,  inflammation  su- 
pervenes in  the  coats  of  the  ves- 
sels, and  this  inflammation  gives 
rise  to  a  deposit  of  adhesive  mat- 
ter in  the  orifices  of  the  vessels, 
which,  becoming  consolidated  by 
organization  with  the  tunics  of  the 
vessels  which  enclose  it,  renders 
the  security  of  the  obstruction 
complete.  For  a  thorough  deve- 
lopment of  this  principle,  we  are 
indebted  to  the  late  Dr.  Jones,  a 
physiologist  of  great  promise,  bur- 
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ried  from  us  by  an  untimely  death, 
at  the  very  moment  when  he  was 
beginning  to  rise  gradually  into 
well-merited  distinction. 

Now,  it  is  a  question  whether 
in  the  uterus,  similar  in  its  vascu- 
lar organization  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  body,  the  same  defensive 
inflammations  may  not  also  occur; 
and  whether,  after  the  haemorrha- 
gy  has  been  temporarily  restrain- 
ed by  clots  and  faintness,  a  more 
secure  closure  of  the  vessels  may 
not  be  accomplished  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours  by  the  deposition 
of  small  plugs  of  adhesive  matter, 
and  an  organized  union  of  them  to 
the  sides  of  the  bleeding  vessels 
in  the  manner  just  described. 
That  such  adhesive  inflammation 
takes  place  in  the  bleeding  ves- 
sels of  the  uterus,  has  never  been 
clearly  demonstrated,  though  it 
appears  not  improbable  :  it  seems 
the  less  certain,  however  ;  first, 
because  it  has  never  been  demon- 
strated to  the  eye,  and,  secondly, 
because  we  find  that  a  woman 
once  bleeding  from  the  uterus, 
there  is  always,  if  she  stir  about, 
a  great  disposition  to  a  renewal 
of  the  discharge.  Now,  if  by  ad- 
hesive inflammation,  all  the  ves- 
sels were  shut  up,  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  wounded  body,  it 
seems,  on  the  whole,  scarcely 
probable  that  the  hemorrhage 
should  be  so  easily  renewed. 
Among  the  means,  therefore,  of 
arresting  bleedings,  the  closure  of 
the  vessels  by  phlogistic  adhesions 
may  be  properly  enumerated;  but 
it  must  be  admitted,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  knowledge,  that 
its  operation  on  the  womb  is  uncer- 
tain. 

Thus  far  the  suppression  of  hae- 
morrhage from  the  uterus,  bears 
a  near  reliance  to  the  stoppage  of 
bleedings  from  other  parts  of  the 


body  ;  but  you  ought  to  be  aware, 
that  eruptions  of  blood  from  the 
uterus  may  be  restrained,  more 
or  less  eflectually,  by  the  opera- 
tion of  a  thiid  cause,  peculiar  to 
gestation,  and  that  cause  is,  the 
discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii. 
Even  when  that  fleshy  mass,  the 
placenta,  is  lying  over  the  mouth 
and  neck  of  the  uterus,  the  dis- 
charge of  the  liquor  amnii,  when 
practicable,  might  perhaps  tend 
to  diminish  the  hajmorrhage. 
But,  however  facts  may  hereafter 
dispose  of  this  question,  there 
seems  to  be  little  doubt,  that  if 
no  portion  of  the  placenta  be  lying 
upon  the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  the 
membranes  alone  covering  it  in 
the  ordinary  manner,  the  dis- 
charge of  the  waters  will,  in  most 
cases,  arrest  the  flooding,  or  so 
far  diminish  it,  that  it  becomes  no 
longer  dangerous. 

Peculiar  to  the  uterus,  there  is 
yet  another  means  by  which  the 
bleedings  may  be  arrested,  and 
that  is,  the  complete  evacuation 
of  the  uterine  cavity,  eff'ected  by 
the  spontaneous  expulsion,  or  the 
artificial  removal  of  the  ovum, 
foetus  and  secundines.  The  tho- 
rough contraction  of  the  muscular 
fibres  of  the  uterus,  and,  of  conse- 
quence, the  eff'ectual  constriction 
of  the  bloodvessels,  greatly  dimi- 
nish the  risk  of  haemorrhage,  and 
in  the  earlier  or  later  periods  of 
gestation,  when  floodings  occur,  if 
the  ovum  be  expelled,  and  the  ute- 
rus contracts itself,so  astobecome 
permanently  round  and  firm,  and 
hard  like  the  head  of  a  foetus, 
in  general  further  haemorrhage 
ceases,  and  thenceforth  the  pa- 
tient is  secure. 

How  it  is  that  discharge  of  the 
liquor  amnii  has  the  efl'ect  of  di- 
minishing and  stopping  the  bleed- 
ing so  eff'ectually,  I  am  not  able 
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satisfactorily  to  explain  ;  though, 
I  suppose,  something  may  be  at- 
tributed to  the  partial  constriction 
of  the  vessels  by  the  surrounding 
fibre,  and  something  again  to  the 
pressure  which  the  contracting 
uterus  makes  upon  the  placenta. 
After  the  liquor  amnii  is  discharg- 
ed, the  uterus  always  contracts 
itself,  and,  indeed,  expels  the 
ovum  within  an  uncertain  period 
of  one,  two,  or  three  days  ;  so 
that  the  escape  of  the  water  is 
not  Oiily  immediately  effectual  in 
checking  the  haemorrhage,  but 
ultimately  brings  the  patient  a 
more  certain  security, — that,  I 
mean,  which  is  derived  from  the 
complete  evacuation  of  the  womb. 
When  the  ovum  is  away,  we  can 
more  clearly  understand  how  the 
stoppage  of  the  haemorrhage  is 
effected.  The  uterus  then  de- 
cidedly contracts,  the  muscular 
fibres  contract  too,  and,  of  course, 
necessarily  cause  a  constriction 
of  the  uterine  vessels,  which  are 
ramifying  among  the  fibres.  By 
the  thorough  contraction  of  the 
uteruS;  therefore,  you  insure,  at 
the  same  time,  a  thorough  con- 
traction of  the  vessels,  which,  by 
the  constriction  of  the  muscular 
fibres  round  them,  are  closed  as 
effectually  as  if  they  were  secur- 
ed by  a  set  of  ligatures,  and  com- 
pressed much  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  fingers  of  one  hand  are 
pressed  upon  the  fingers  of  the 
other. 

Here  then  are  the  four  princi- 
pal causes  which,  operating  sepa- 
rately or  in  connexion,  seem  to 
stop  the  discharge  of  the  uterine 
blood  : — the  formation  of  clots 
under  faintness  ;  the  closure  of 
the  vessels  by  inflammation  ;  the 
discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii;  and 
the  evacuation  of  the  uterus.  To 
this  important  topic  I  have  given 


the  more  attention,  because  you 
never  can  scientifically  assist  na- 
ture in  the  stoppage  of  these 
floodings,  unless  you  understand 
the  mode  in  which  she  operates. 
I  shall  now  send  you  round  some 
illustrative  preparations.  Here 
is  one  of  the  uterus,  large  as  in 
the  ninth  month,  injected  and 
dried;  two  arteries,  (the  sperma- 
tic) supply  the  upper  and  middle 
regions  ;  and  two,  the  inferior 
uterine,  the  parts  which  lie  be- 
low. All  these  vessels,  you  will 
observe,  are  of  considerable  ca- 
pacity, large  nearly  as  the  goose 
quill  ;  it  is  no  way  surprising, 
therefore,  that  bleedings  so  co- 
pious occur  in  the  latter  months. 
Another  preparation  I  circulate, 
is  a  strong  contrast  to  the  former, 
consisting  of  a  portion  of  the  womb 
in  the  earlier  months  ;  you  here 
see  the  vessels  small  as  threads  ; 
from  vessels  like  these,  but  little 
haemorrhage  may  be  expected. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  why  the 
bleedings  of  the  earlier  months 
are  so  sparing. — The  preparation 
here  shown,  is  formed  from  the 
human  ovum,  consisting  of  the 
cyst  containing  the  foetus  and  the 
liquor  amnii,  in  connexion  with 
the  placenta;  the  water  is  within. 
When  the  membrane  is  ruptured, 
and  the  liquor  amnii  is  discharged, 
the  ovum  becomes  much  diminish- 
ed in  its  bulk,  and  the  womb, 
therefore,  in  the  earlier  months 
especially,  is  enabled  to  contract 
itself  considerably. — Here  is  a 
preparation  of  that  part  of  the 
uterus  to  which  the  placenta  co- 
heres, the  structure  being  unco.n- 
tracted  ;  here  you  may  observe 
the  bloodvessels,  by  unclosed  ori- 
fices opening  on  the  surface  inter- 
nally, very  numerous  and  large, 
and  with  their  patulous  orifices 
yawning    destruction   on   the    pa- 
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tient  ;  of  some,  the  orifices  are 
sufficiently  large  to  admit  a  small 
goose  quill.  Such  are  the  ves- 
sels laid  open  when  in  the  end  of 
pregnancy,  the  womb  being  un- 
contracted,  the  placenta  becomes 
detached  ;  look  at  these  orifices, 
and  you  will  no  longer  be  surpris- 
ed that,  ill  the  close  of  gestation, 
the  blood  is  bursting  from  the 
womb,  in  such  copious  and  dan- 
gerous abundance.  Here,  again, 
is  a  preparation,  the  counterpart 
of  the  former,  consisting  of  a  sec- 
tion of  the  uterus  in  the  contract- 
ed state,  the  contraction  being 
thoroughly  eff'ected  ;  looking  on 
the  surface  exposed  by  section, 
you  will  observe  all  the  vessels  of 
large  capacity  constricted,  and 
closed  up  by  the  compression  of 
the  surrounding  fibre  ;  and  such 
are  the  results  of  that  complete 
contraction  of  the  womb,  which, 
as  before  observed,  is  obtained  by 
the  removal  of  the  ovum.  Think 
of  these  things. 

(To  be  continued.) 


II. 

From  the  Med.  Gazette. 

Ahslracl  of  Lectures  on  Medical 
Statistics,  delivered  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians, 

By  Dr.  Bisset  Hawkins. 

Continued  from  p.  426. 

The  most  prominent  fact  afforded 
by  medical  statistics,  next  to  the 
diminished  mortality  of  infancy,  is 
the  beneficial  change  which  has 
supervened  within  the  last  100 
years  in  the  fate  of  lying-in  wo- 
men. 

In  1750,  at  the  British  Lying-in 
Hospital  of  London,  1  woman  died 
out  of  42  admitted.  In  1780,  only 
1  died  out  of  GO.  And,  finally, 
the  improvement  became  so  great 


in  the  ten  years  between  1789 
and  1798,  that  only  1  case  was 
fatal  out  of  238. 

Tenon  assures  us,  that  the  mor- 
tality of  lying-in  women  at  the 
Hotel  Dieu  (where  they  were 
formerly  received)  was  so  high  as 
1  in  15;  at  the  very  time  when  in 
the  British  Lying-in  Hospital  it 
was  only  1  in  CO  ;  and  the  still- 
born were  1  in  13  at  the  former, 
when  only  1  in  25  at  the  latter. 

The  mortality  of  the  Lying-in 
Hospital  at  Paris  was,  in  1822,  1 
in  30  ;  but  at  the  City  of  London 
Lying-in  Hospital,  the  deaths,  in 
1826,  were  only  1  in  70  ;  and  at 
the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hospital,  the 
average  deaths  of  57  years  have 
been  only  1  in  93. 

The  deaths  at  the  Lying-in 
Hospital  of  Stockholm  were,  in 
1822,  nearly  the  same  as  at  Pa- 
ris— 1  in  29. 

At  Berlin  an  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  this  respect.  From 
1796  to  1806,  1  woman  died  oui 
of  32  admitted  into  the  Charite  ; 
but  in  the  ensuing  ten  years,  only 
1  in  45. 

The  varieties  in  the  proportion 
of  the  stillborn  in  different  places 
are  very  difficult  of  explanation. 
In  Prussia,  1  child  in  32  is  still- 
born ;  in  Hanover,  about  1  in  30  ; 
in  Sweden  and  Finland,  about  1 
in  40.  On  the  contrary,  at  Stras- 
burg,  on  an  average  of  20  years, 
the  proportion  has  been  1  in  11, 
and  is  at  present  1  in  12i. 

The  stillborn  are  generally 
more  frequent  in  towns  than  in 
the  country,  and  more  common 
among  the  poorer  classes  than  the 
aflluent.  At  Stutgard  it  has  been 
remarked,  that  the  stillborn  in- 
crease nearly  in  the  same  degree 
in  which  the  illegitimate  births 
are  augmented. 

We  have  some  curious  details 
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on  the  mortality  of  prisons,  from 
France;  but  few  from  other  coun- 
tries. The  highest  mortality  any 
where  known  among  adults  seems 
to  arise  at  the  Depot  of  Mendici- 
ty of  St.  Denis,  where  1  individu- 
al dies  annually  out  of  3  admitted. 
In  all  the  other  prisons  of  Paris, 
the  annual  deaths  are  about  1  in 
23.  On  the  contrary,  those  of 
the  galley-slaves,  who  live  much 
in  the  open  air,  are  only  1  in  49. 

So  great  was  the  caie  taken  of 
prisoners  of  war  in  England,  that 
in  1813,  only  1  died  out  of  55,  al- 
though laboring  under  most  of  the 
privations  which  embitter  and  en- 
feeble existence. 

The  superior  health  enjoyed  by 
the  British  army  and  navy,  when 
at  a  distance  from  home,  has  of- 
ten been  a  subject  of  surprize  and 
exultation.  Let  us  go  back  above 
half  a  century,  and  hear  the  opin- 
ion of  a  distinguished  foreign  his- 
torian. Alluding  to  the  events  of 
the  seven  years'  war,  MuUer  ob- 
serves, that  the  resources  of  mili- 
tary talents  were  never  more 
successfully  applied  than  by  the 
Britons  during  that  contest :  so 
much  care  was  taken  to  provide 
for  all  the  wants  of  the  soldiery, 
that  the  ordinary  mortality  among 
the  wounded  was  not  more  than  1 
in  20  ;  and  out  of  14,000  men 
who  were  employed  in  the  year 
1760  in  cruizing  in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  scarcely  20  were  attack- 
ed by  disease. 

If  we  follow  the  steps  of  the 
late  war,  we  shall  discover  many 
results  equally  remarkable.  As- 
suredly no  ancient  nor  modern 
General  has  ever  been  so  deeply 
indebted  to  his  medical  compan- 
ions, as  the  Chief  of  our  Peninsu- 
lar troops. 

Even  on  the  barren  rock  of 
Gibralter,  the    mortality   of  our 


garrison  was  only  1  annually  in 
48,  according  to  a  recent  report, 
and  exclusive  of  the  years  in 
which  epidemic  fever  prevailed. 

Very  different  was  the  fate  of 
the  disabled  soldier  in  remoter 
times.  It  appears  that  each  Ro- 
man legion,  containing  from  3  to 
4000  men,  had  only  one  medical 
officer  attached  to  it. 

To  mark  the  improvement  of 
health  in  our  navy,  we  may  com- 
pare the  fate  of  Commodore  An- 
son's crew  with  a  ship  placed'  in 
similar  circumstances  about  fifty 
years  subsequently.  Anson  pass- 
ed 143  days  at  sea,  without  touch- 
ing at  any  place  of  refreshment. 
On  his  arrival  at  Juan  Fernandez, 
half  of  his  companions  alone  sur- 
vived ;  and  of  the  remaining  200, 
only  8  were  efficient.  But  in 
1794,  the  Suffolk,  a  74  gun  ship, 
during  162  days  had  no  communi- 
cation with  land,  and  arrived  in 
India  without  the  loss  of  even  one 
man,  and  with  no  case  of  severe 
disease  at  the  time  of  disembark- 
ation. The  success  which  at- 
tended the  efforts  of  Cook,  and, 
subsequently,  of  Captain  Parry, 
in  checking  the  inroads  of  disease 
upon  their  crews,  is  universally 
known.  The  total  mortality  of 
our  navy,  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
including  those  who  were  lying  in 
hospitals, was,  in  1813,  only  1  in  42.. 

A  portion  of  the  good  health 
enjoyed  by  our  army  and  navy 
must  be  ascribed  to  moral  causes, 
such  as  national  spirit,  and  gene- 
ral success.  The  operation  of 
moral  causes  on  the  health  of  sol- 
diers was  strongly  evinced  in  the 
French  army  during  their  disas- 
trous campaigns  of  1813  and  1814: 
the  number  of  its  diseases  pre- 
served a  terrible  proportion  to  its 
losses,  and  increased  with  every 
failure. 


440 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Suicide  is  so  frequent  a  topic 
of  allusion  in  medical  writings, 
and  so  often  depends  on  a  deranged 
state  of  body  or  mind,  that  it 
seems  to  merit  a  place  in  medical 
statistics.  We  have  here  a  very 
pleasing  conclusion  to  draw  in  re- 
spect to  our  own  country,  as,  in 
spite  of  ancient  prejudices  enter- 
tained against  our  supposed  pro- 
pensity, it  really  appears  that  the 
English  are  less  disposed  to  suicide 
than  any  other  people  who  have 
attained  a  similar  grade  of  civili- 
zation. If  we  should  even  qua- 
druple the  usual  return  in  the 
hills  of  mortality,  the  suicides  of 
London  would  still  fall  greatly 
short  of  those  of  other  capitals. 

The  population  of  Westminster 
is  about  182,000.  The  annual 
average  of  suicide  during  the  thir- 
teen years  ending  in  1825,  has 
been  only  22.  During  the  last 
eight  years  a  reduction  of  nearly 
six.  suicides  has  taken  place  on 
the  average  of  each  year.  In 
1817  and  1821,  the  amount  was 
only  17.  Far  from  November 
being  the  most  influential  month, 
its  average  was  only  2,  while  that 
of  June  was  nearly  3.  The  pro- 
portion of  male  suicides  to  female 
was  so  much  as  5  to  2.  Nearly 
the  same  proportion  of  the  sexes 
occurs  also  at  Paris,  where  the 
suicides  appear  to  be  often  live 
times  more  numerous  than  in  Lon- 
don, in  proportion  to  the  popula- 
tion. In  the  first  six  months  of 
1819,  the  suicides  at  Paris  were 
about  200.  The  persons  taken 
out  of  the  river  alone,  amounted, 
in  1820,  to  260  ;  in  1821,  to  309. 
In  Prussia,  the  increase  of  sui- 
cide, and  its  present  height,  are 
very  remarkable.  In  1818,  the 
total  number  was  650 ;  but  in 
1822,  so  large  as  859.  At  Ber- 
lin, from  1788  to   1797,  one  sui- 


cide appeared  amongst  900  deaths; 
but  from  1813  to  1822,  there  was 
one  in  100  deaths.  At  Copen- 
hagen the  proportion  has  lately 
beenlOO annually  amongst  100,000 
inhabitants.  Even  at  Rouen,  the 
number  in  a  recent  year  is  as 
large  as  that  of  London.  In  1793, 
a  stormy  period  for  France,  1300 
are  said  to  have  occurred  at  Ver- 
sailles.— Amongst  nearly  152,000 
persons  insured  at  the  Equitable 
Ofiice,  only  15  instances  happen- 
ed during  twenty  years. 

We  are  compelled  to  attach  a 
much  lower  importance  to  the 
inlluence  of  climate,  both  in  health 
and  disease,  than  was  formerly 
assumed.  In  Europe,  at  least, 
the  maladies  of  the  individual 
seem  to  depend  much  more  upon 
his  habits,  condition,  and  occasion- 
al local  peculiarities,  than  upon 
the  varieties  of  climate.  Even 
in  tropical  climates,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  European  mortality 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  neglect 
of  a  congenial  diet,  and  to  a  defi- 
ciency of  self-control.  Niebuhr, 
who  saw  all  the  companions  of  his 
travels  perish  around  him,  im- 
putes their  fate  to  their  European 
mode  of  life.  It  has  been  thought 
that  females  sulfer  less  from  the 
change  of  climate  than  men  ;  and 
their  more  regular  and  cautious 
habits  may  probably  form  an  out- 
woik. 

In  the  epidemic  cholera  of  In- 
dia, the  mortality  of  the  European 
troops  was  greatly  inferior  to  that 
of  the  natives  :  27^  out  of  100  of 
the  former,  were  cut  off;  but  so 
overwhelming  a  proportion  as  80 
among  100  of  the  latter. 

Humboldt  has  furnished  some 
details  of  the  rate  of  mortality  in 
New  Spain  :  the  average  of  the 
whole  kingdom  was  1  in  30  annu- 
ally.    Mr.  Bristed  states  the  ave- 
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rage  of  annual  deaths  throughout  of  humbler   rank   there  performs 

the  United  States  to  be  1  in  40.  a  large   part   of  the  manual  and 

The  inlluence  of  climate  in  Eu-  out-of-door  eni[)loyment.  The 
rope  is  most  visible  in  the  various  conservative  tendency  of  an  easy 
fatality  of  the  same  months  to  dif-  condition  is  marked  by  the  very 
ferent  cities.  The  axiom  of  Cel-  inferior  degree  of  mortality  and  of 
sus  on  the  seasons  is  not  at  present  disease  which  occurs  among  in- 
applicable to  the  northern  capi-  sured  lives — and  generally  among 
tals.  In  London,  the  autumn  now  any  large  societies  composed  of 
appears  the  most  healthy  ;  after  pei'sons  in  the  enjoyment  of  corn- 
it,  in  succession,  the  summer  and  petence.  At  the  Equitable  Office, 
winter;  and  least  of  all  seems  the  it  was  found,  in  1810,  that  the 
spring.  Paris  and  Berlin  corres-  actual  deaths  which  had  occurred 
pond  nearly  with  London  ;  but  among  83,000  persons  insured 
Montpelier,  Padua,  and  Milan,  during -30  years,  were  in  the  pro- 
reverse  the  order.  portion  of  only  2  to  3  of  what  had 

When  we  speak  of  a  healthy  been  anticiputed  from  the  North- 
climate,  it  is  gratifying  to  retiect,  ampton  tables.  The  annual  mor- 
that,  in  most  instances,  it  is  man  tality  at  the  Equitable  from  1800 
himself  who  has  created  these  to  1821,  was  less  than  1  in  81  an- 
climates  of  health.  Machiavelli,  nually.  At  the  University  Club 
in  his  early  epoch,  anticipated  this  it  has  been,  during  three  years, 
great  truth  :  he  remarks,  that  un-  only  1  in  about  90  annually.  The 
healthy  countries  become  whole-  annual  deaths  at  the  Edinburgh 
some  through  the  population  which  High  School  and  Academy,  are 
cultivates  them.  only   1    in  833.     Far   dilTerent  is 

Poverty,    cold,    and    moisture  the  fate   of  the   slave  :   a  tilth  or 

(the  two  last  of  which  are  gene-  sixth  part  of  the  negro  slaves  was 

rally  included  in  the  first)  aie  the  formerly  computed   to   perish  an- 

most  powerful  enemies  to  the  en-  nually;  and  of  20,000  exported  to 

joyment  of  health  and  longevity  ;  Rio  Janeiro   in  1823,    1400  had 

and  affluence,  on  the  contrary,  is  died  on  the  voyage — which  is,  ne- 

the   strongest    safeguard    of    the  vertheless,  an  improved  report  of 

body.       Epidemics    are    the    off-  a  slave  ship. 

spring   of  misery,   and   upon    the  A  remarkable   table  has  lately 

poorer  classes  their   principal  ra-  been  published  by    Mr.   Morgan, 

vages  are  exhausted.    Of  an  equal  illustrative    of  the   increase   and 

number   of  infants  chosen  among  decrease  of  diseases  in  this  coun- 

the    poor    and    easy    classes    in  iry.       It  comprises   the   diseases 

France,  the   proportion  of  deaths  (certified  by  the   medical  attend- 

among  the   former  is  found  to  be  ant)    which    were    fatal    among 

double.     The  mortality  of  women  152,000   persons   insured    at    the 

is,  in  some  countries,  and  particu-  Equitable,  from    1800  to   1821  ; 

larly    in    England,  less   than  that  of  every   age   from   10  upwards, 

of  men,  because  they  are   more  The  greatest  number  of  deaths 

secluded  from  the  conflict  of  life,  under  any  head,  is  262  for  "  natu- 

and  are   less    exposed  to  weather  ral    decay    and   old    age."     This 

and  to  severe   labor.     In  France,  item   is  nearly   a  seventh  part  of 

ihe  mortality  of  the  sexes  is  near-  all  the  deaths.     Next  follows  apo- 

]y  the  same,  because   the  female  plexy,  242  ;   consumption,    153  ; 
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general  fever,  146  ;  dropsy,  137  ; 
palsy,  1 16  ;  dropsy  of  the  chest, 
100  ;  diseases  of  the  liver,  79  ; 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  77 — 
of  the  lungs,  73.  Only  8  from 
calculous  disorders.  Angina  pec- 
toris yields  41  deaths  ;  gout,  26  ; 
but  smallpox,  measles,  and  scar- 
let fever,  not  one.  The  deaths 
from  consumption  are  scarcely  1 
to  12  ;  u'hereas,  in  the  bills  of 
mortality,  they  are  at  present  22 
per  cent.  ;  and  at  the  end  of  last 
century  were  26  per  cent.  ;  two 
facts  which  seem  to  indicate  that 
it  is  less  prevalent  than  formerly. 

After  enumerating  so  many  va- 
rieties in  the  distribution  of  mor- 
tality, it  remains  to  consider  the 
causes  which  diminish  it,  and 
which  have,  in  our  own  country, 
rendered  that  diminution  so  con- 
spicuous. 

The  particular  causes  have 
been  long  generally  admitted  ; 
such  as  improvements  in  ventila- 
tion, and  in  the  general  economy 
of  hospitals  ;  the  general  adoption 
of  a  more  rational  treatment  of 
disease,  and  particularly  of  the 
antiphlogistic  plan.  They  chiefly 
aflfect  disease  already  formed,  and 
promote  a  fortunate  termination. 

The  general  causes  act  on  the 
entire  mass  of  a  nation,  and  ope- 
rate in  the  prevention  of  disease. 
Among  these,  the  increase  of  ag- 
ricultural and  commercial  indus- 
try has  multiplied  the  comforts  of 
tiie  lower  classes,  and  has  enabled 
them  to  procure  a  more  spacious 
dwelling,  more  frequent  changes 
of  clothing,  and  food  more  abun- 
dant and  more  wholesome  ; — in- 
somuch that  the  average  mortality 
and  health  of  every  nation  are 
mainly  determined  by  the  degree 
in  which  its  government  has  en- 
couraged these  pursuits,  or  has 
checked  their   free   course.     So 


intimate  a  connexion  subsists  be- 
tween political  changes  and  the 
public  health,  that,  w^herever  feu- 
dal distinctions  have  been  abolish- 
ed, wherever  the  artisan  or  the 
peasant  have  been  released  from 
arbitrary  enactments,  there  also 
the  life  of  these  classes  has  ac- 
quired a  new  vigor;  and  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  even  bodily  strength, 
and  the  power  of  enduring  hard- 
ships, are  divided  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth  in  a  proportion 
relative  to  their  prosperity  and 
civilization. 

We  may  easily  coHceive  the 
different  frame  of  body  and  of 
mind  which  is  likely  to  grow  upon 
the  unemployed  inhabitant  of  a 
decayed  city,  who  gloomily  wan- 
ders, without  an  object,  through 
silent  streets,  whose  pavement  is 
choked  with  grass  ;  and  upon  the 
active  citizen,  who  feels  himself 
a  constituent  member  of  a  flou- 
rishing community,  and  who  is 
attracted  on  all  sides  by  invi- 
tations to  the  exercise  of  his  fa- 
culties. 

It  is  indisputable,  that  the  ave- 
rage proportion  of  deaths  in  Eng- 
land and  her  cities  is  less  than 
that  of  any  other  country  in  Eu- 
rope. And  it  may  be  added,  that 
the  powers  of  body  and  of  mind 
are  preserved  to  a  late  period,  in 
higher  perfection  here  than  in 
other  countries  ; — nowhere  are 
the  advances  of  age  so  slowly 
perceived,  and  nowhere  so  little 
manifested  in  the  exterior.  An 
analogous  condition  of  vigor  may 
be  also  observed  in  our  animals, 
and  in  our  vegetation  ;  and  if  it 
should  be  replied,  that  this  excel- 
lence is  owing  to  the  care  be- 
stowed on  their  culture,  the  an- 
swer applies  equally  to  the  human 
being,  on  whom  more  attention  is 
here  lavished,  and   who  is  really 
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here  an  object  of  greater  value 
than  elsewhere. 

If  political  and  moral  circum- 
stances actually  possess  so  pre- 
ponderant an  influence  on  the  pro- 
duction of  disease,  and  on  the 
guidance  of  its  fatality,  it  seems 
to  be  incumbent  on  our  profession 
to  study  their  progress  and  to 
profit  by  their  results.  A  pecu- 
liar set  of  diseases  appears  to  be- 
long to  every  age  ;  and  it  may  al- 
most be  affirmed,  that  there  is 
also  a  mode  of  treatment  adapted 
to  every  age. 


III. 

REPORTS    OF  CASES  IN  PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 

Case  i?i  ivhich  very  severe  Pain 
followed  Labor. 

This  was  a  case  of  first  child.  The 
patient,  a  delicate  woman,  was  first 
visited  on  acconiU  of  severe  pain  in 
the  loins,  to  wliicli  she  had  been  long 
subject,  and  which  was  greatly  ag- 
gravated a  iew  weeks  before  labor. 
I  found  slie  was  about  six  months 
pregnant,  was  very  large  for  this  pe- 
riod, the  lower  extremities  greatly 
anasarcous,  and  that  she  had  never 
felt  the  motions  of  the  foetus.  The 
pain  extended  from  the  spinal  col- 
umn to  the  right  side,  on  a  line 
just  above  the  crest  of  the  ileum. 
What  particularly  struck  this  patient, 
was  that  she  could  not  move  the 
right  foot  while  silting,  or  even  tlie 
toes,  without  increasing  the  pain  in 
the  trunk.  The  pain  was  most  trou- 
blesome at  night.  Under  the  use  of 
leeches  and  a  blister,  it  gradu- 
ally subsided.  Pain  afterwards  oc- 
curred in  the  chest,  was  greatly  ag- 
gravated by  full  inspiration,  but  soon 
yielded  to  remedies.  About  three 
weeks  from  my  first  visit  slight  he- 
morrhage occurred  from  the  vagina, 
and  in  a  week  from  this,  I  noticed  a 
great  subsidence  of  the  abdomen, 
which  I  found   had   been   remarked 


by  the  patient.  The  night  following, 
labor  came  on.  I'he  earliest  symp- 
tom was  the  discharge  of  a  large 
quantity  of  liquor  amuii.  The  breech 
presented.  VV^Iien  the  cord  came 
within  reach  it  was  found  not  to  pul- 
sate. The  labor  was  not  slow,  and 
the  head  passed  with  no  unusual  dif- 
fic(dly.  The  child  was  dead,  and 
exhibited  marks  of  having  been  dead 
some  days.  It  was  about  the  usual 
size  of  a  seven  month  foetus.  The 
cord  was  very  soft,  partially  disor- 
ganized, and  broke  from  the  jdacenta 
when  put  gently  on  the  stretch,  in 
an  examination'  to  ascertain  the  situa- 
tion of  the  placenta.  No  pains  fol- 
lowed the  birth  of  the  child,  and  he- 
morrhage occurring,  the  hand  was 
introduced  into  the  uterus,  and  the 
afterbirth  taken  away.  It  was  ne- 
cessary to  overcome  a  very  firm  ad- 
hesion of  the  placenta,  which  existed 
quite  far  up  in  the  womb.  This  ad- 
hesion was  not  very  extensive.  The 
greater  part  was  detached  and  hung 
down  in  the  uterine  cavity  closely 
embraced  by  a  cylindrical  contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus.  Slight  faintness, 
with  dizziness,  and  loss  of  sight,  came 
on  after  the  labor,  but  it  was  ascer- 
tained not  to  arise  either  from  exist- 
ing internal  or  externa!  hemorrhage, 
'i'he  pulse  was  but  slightly  affected. 
It  was  easily  accounted  for  from  the 
previous  diseased  state  of  the  patient; 
the  comparatively  sudden  removal  of 
much  distension  ;  the  hemorrhage 
which  preceded  the  delivery  of  the 
placenta,  and  the  distress  with  which 
the  accomplishment  of  this  was  ac- 
companied. There  was  perfect  free- 
dom from  pain.  This  state  continued 
but  for  a  short  time,  and  in  about 
half  an  hour  was  succeeded  by  paiu 
referred  to  the  sacrum,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  lower  part  of  this  bone, 
This  pain  was  very  acute  ;  mu(5h 
more  so  than  any  the  patient  had 
before  experienced.  It  was  not 
constant  ;  coming  on  after  short  in- 
tervals of  comparative  ease  :  was 
accompanied  by  bearing  down,  but 
by   no   unusual    discharge   from   the 
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womb.  Under  repeated  doses  of 
laudanum,  and  the  application  of  the 
tinct.  sapon.  et  opii  warm  to  the  sa- 
crum, the  pains  became  less  severe, 
and  at  length  ceased  entirely  to  an- 
noy the  patient. 

The  circumstances  of  mo*t  interest 
in  this  case  are,  1st,  the  perfect  want 
of  consciousness  of  the  motion  of  the 
child,  by  the  patient,  through  the 
whole  of  pregnancy  ;  2d,  the  exces- 
sive quantity  of  the  waters,  and  the 
anasarca  of  the  lower  extremities  ; 
3d,  the  acute  pain  in  the  hack,  ex- 
tending into  the  uterine  tumor  ;  4th, 
the  adhesion  of  the  placenta  ;  5th, 
the  severe  pain  that  followed  the  de- 
livery of  the  afterbirth.  In  this  last 
symptom  this  case  bears  some  resem- 
blance to  one  reported  in  the  27lh 
No.  of  this  Journal.  It  came  on, 
however,  without  the  previous  use  of 
ergot,  and  after  a  considerable  inter- 
val of  perfect  ease. 

With  the  exception  of  an  acute 
attack  of  headache,  to  which  the  pa- 
tient had  been  long  subject,  and 
which  came  on  with  the  milk,  the 
puerperal  state  has  been  free  from 
disease,  and  the  patient  is  now  well. 

■^■^^l^BBiBSaiHBDBBaaiaMEZBBSiaBiKEXaBEB&SaBKXS^HZMB^ 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  AUG.  26,  1828. 

TRIBUTE  OF  RESPECT  TO  DR. 
HOLYOKE. 
We  make  no  apology  for  presenting 
to  our  readers  an  account  of  the  tri- 
bute of  respect  paid  by  the  members 
of  the  profession  to  Edward  Augus- 
tus IIoLYOKE,  M.D.  &c.  of  Salem, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  completion  ot 
his  one  hundredth  year.  We  are 
not  aware  that  the  life  of  any  distin- 
guished physician  has  been  prolong- 
ed to  this  period  since  the  days  of 
Hippocrates;  and  the  tribute  was  the 
more  grateful,  since  the  life  thus 
prolonged  beyond  the  age  of  man 
has  been  remarkable  in  no  greater 
degree  for  its  length,  than  for  the 
exhibition  of  all  those  qualities  which 


adorn  the  physician,  the  man  and 
the  christian.  We  select  the  follow- 
ing particulars  from  the  accounts 
published  in  the  papers  of  the  week. 

The  venerable  Nestor  of  the  pro- 
fession displayed  a  degree  of  health 
and  cheerfulness  which  cannot  be 
called  less  than  wonderful  when  con- 
nected with  his  extreme  age.  The 
firmness  and  elasticity  of  his  step,  in 
proceeding  to  and  from  the  Cofli'ee 
House,  where  a  dinner  was  prepared 
for  the  occasion,  though  not  an  un- 
frequent  subject  of  observation  to  the 
community,  all  of  whom  look  up  to 
him  with  more  than  the  veneration 
due  to  a  father,  was  viewed  with  a 
peculiar  interest  at  that  time.  His 
rich  and  graceful  dress,  also, — of  an 
ante-revolutionar}'  fashion  and  tex- 
ture, resembling  neither  in  form 
nor  color  the  garments  of  modern 
times,  cjnd  of  which  an  adequate  con- 
ception can  only  be  obtained  by  the 
examination  of  ancient  portraits, — 
deserved  and  received  particular  no- 
tice. The  suavity,  ease,  and  high- 
bred politeness  of  the  old  school, 
displayed  by  the  patriarch  in  receiv- 
ing the  congratulations  of  his  breth- 
ren, and  in  bidding  them  adieu  at 
the  close  of  the  festival,  will  long  be 
borne  in  the  minds  of  those  who  had 
the  happiness  to  witness  his  charac- 
teristic exhibition  of  those  qualities. 

Dr.  Holyoke  has  so  long  held  a 
distinguished  rank  in  the  profession, 
that  forty-seven  years  ago,  when  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  was 
organized,  he  was  the  first  to  be 
elected  President  of  that  important 
and  useful  institution,  to  wliich  office 
he  was  annually  elected  for  several 
years  ;  and  ten  years  ago,  at  the  age 
of  ninety,  he  succeeded  the  late  Pre- 
sident Adams  as  President  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences. The  celebration  was  emi- 
nently a  medical  one,  designed  to 
show  the  respect  felt  by  the  profes- 
sion for  him  who  had  so  long  and  so 
honorably  practised  it.  The  only 
guests  from  without  the  profession 
were  the  Rev,  Dr.  Prince  and  Rev. 
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Mr.  Brnzer,  one  long  an  associate 
and  friend,  the  other  the  Pastor  of 
Dr.  Holyoke.  The  company,  con- 
sisting of  about  fifty  physicians 
of  Boston  and  Salem,  were  assem- 
bled at  the  Lafayette  Hotel  in 
Salem,  when  a  little  before  two 
o'clock.  Dr.  Holyoke  entered,  ac- 
companied by  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements. The  gentlemen  pre- 
sent were  severally  introduced  to 
him,  and  soon  proceeded  to  the  din- 
ing-room, which  was  tastefally  de- 
corated with  flowers  by  some  young 
ladies,  assisted  by  two  medical  stu- 
dents. The  dinner  was  well  ordered 
and  sumptuous.  A  blessing  was  ask- 
ed by  Rev.  Dr.  Prince,  and  thanks 
were  oft'ered  by  Rev.  IMr.  Brazer. 
Dr.  Jackson,  President  of  the  IMass. 
JNIed.  Society,  presided  at  the  dinner, 
assisted  by  Dr.  Oliver  of  Salem,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Essex  District  Society, 
as  Vice  President.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  toasts. 

Our  venerable  guest ; — Venerable 
for  his  age  ;  still  more  so  for  a  life 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  humanity 
and  sanctified  by  religion. 

Dr.  Holyoke  then  gave  the  follow- 
ing : 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Socie- 
ty ; — May  it  flourish  and  prosper, 
rnay  it  continue  to  improve  the  Art 
for  which  it  was  instituted,  to  the 
utmost  of  their  wishes,  and  be  the 
means,  under  Providence,  of  allevi- 
ating the  pains  and  evils  of  life,  and 
promoting  the  happiness  of  society, 
by  suppressinsf  quackery  and  render- 
ing the  business  of  the  profession  as 
perfect  as  the  nature  of  things  admits. 
And  may  each  individual  of  tlie  So- 
ciety, and  every  other  gentleman 
here  present,  enjoy  health  and  pros- 
perity, and  the  pleasing  conscious- 
ness that  he  has  contributed  some- 
what to  the  advancement  and  im- 
provement of  the  public  welfare. 

This  toast  was  handed  to  the  Pre- 
sident in  a  clear  hand  writing,  having 
been  written  by  Dr.  H.  himself  with- 
out gltisses.     After  it  was  announced 


the  company  rose  and  sung  a  stanza 
to  the  tune  of  Old  Hundred,  in  which 
Dr.  H.  also  joined. 
The  following  toasts  were  then  given  : 
By  Dr.  Oliver,  Vice  President. 
The  memory  of  Dr.  Warren,  late 
President  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Society, 

Honor  to  the  old  age  which  comes 
full  of  honors  ;  to  every  one  that 
hath  shall  be  given. 

The  town  of  Salem  ; — Known 
throughout  the  world  for  its  science 
and  mercantile  enterprise. 

The  Constitution  of  our  country. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  local  ex- 
citements are  sometimes  followed  by 
general  prostration. 

Agriculture; — A  full  diet  to  our 
farmers,  provided  it  excites  no  com- 
plaints of  the  season. 

Commerce; — In  professional  trans- 
actions at  least  niay  an  increase  of 
duties  be  followed  by  an  increase  of 
diligence  and  punctuality. 

Manufacturers  ; — May  all  contro- 
versies respecting  domestic  origin 
and  importation  be  terminated  with- 
out the  occurrence  of  malignant 
symptoms. 

By  Dr.  Fisher,  late  President  of 
the  Mass.  Medical  Society.  Health 
and  longevity  to  those  to  whose  care 
they  are  principally  committed. 

Per  centum  annos  vivendi  gloria — 
senectus  jucunda,  honoribus  gravis, 
virtutibus  uiidique  ornata. 

Internal  communication  ; — There 
are  no  roads  so  necessary  to  be  kept 
in  repair  as  x\\e  prim<s  vice  ;  no  ca- 
nals so  important  as  the  alimentary 
canal.  Let  him  who  would  perform 
life's  journey  in  easy  stages,  beware 
of  cold  stages  and  hot  stages. 

The  years  l628,  1728,  and  1828. 
The  year  of  the  settlement  of  Salem, 
the  year  of  the  birth  of  Holyoke, 
and  the  year  in  wliich  he  has  com- 
menced his  second  century.  ' 

By  Dr.  Welsh,  of  Boston.  The 
memory  of  Cotton  Tufts,  the  Octo- 
genarian of  '74,  seven  times  elexted 
President  of  the  Medical  Society. 
Semper  honoranda^  semper  lucu- 
branda. 
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By  Dr.  Trend  well,  of  Salem.  The 
profession  nf  Medicine  ; — May  \he 
practice  of  its  practitioners  produce 
health  for  their  patients,  and  for 
themselves  a  good  reputation,  exten- 
sive pracnce,  and  an  ample  fortune. 

Medicine  ; — The  study  of  the  ills 
which  flesh  is  heir  to,  and  the  art  of 
relieving  then). 

The  Clerical  profession — which 
teaches  us  how  to  bear  and  profit  by 
the  ills  we  cannot  cure. 

The  profession  of  the  Law — by 
whose  efforts  a  state  of  society  is 
rendered  a  state  of  safety. 

The  venerable  Patriarch  of  Ame- 
rican Physicians  ; — One  hundred 
years  of  healthful  vigor  afford  ample 
proof  of  professional  skill. 

The  first  prescription  for  every 
sickness,  and  for  which  we  may  be 
almost  willing  to  be  sick — the  skilful 
attentions  of  a  kind  female. 

The  good  fellowship  of  the  Medi- 
cal profession  ; — In  all  divisions,  let 
it  be  our  effort  to  promote  an  union 
hy  the  first  intention. 

Intemperance  ;—  A  disease,  which 
if  not  terminated  by  resolutiun,  will 
probably  end  in  inortification. 

By  Dr.  Park,  of  Boston.  Proof 
positive  that  this  is  an  excellent 
world,  a  man  may  live  in  it  a  hundred 
years,  beloved,  honored  and  happy. 

By  Dr.  Brown,  of  Boston.  The 
memory  of  Dr.  Moses  Little ; — 
Those  who  knew  him  best,  had  rea- 
son to  esteem  him  most. 

By  Dr.  Warren.  The  Temple  of 
Hygeia  ; — Its  foundations,  temper- 
ance, exercise  and  virtue. 

By  Dr.  Horner,  Professor  of  Ana- 
tomy in  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. The  Medical  Institution  of 
Harvard  University  ; — The  star  in 
the  Eastern  Horizon  of  Medicine, 
distinguished  by  the  intelligence  and 
zeal  of  its  Proft'ssors — may  its  suc- 
cess be  commensurate  with  its  merits. 

The  oldest  surviving  graduate  of 
Harvard  ; — Though  he  has  long 
been  academically  among  the  stars, 
"  serus  in  ccfilum  redeat." 

The  Holy-Odk  of  the  American 


Materia    Medica  ;    fructibus   decora, 
sublima  attollens  ad  sidera  caput. 

Dr.  Thaclier's  Medical  Biography; 
— May  it  be  long  before  the  same 
justice  is  rendered  to  him,  which  he 
has  rendered  to  our  illustrious  pre- 
decessors. 

The  County  of  Essex  ; — Long 
celebrated  for  brilliant  luminaries  in 
the  clerical,  legal,  and  medical  de- 
partments. 

At  five  o'clock  Dr.  Holyoke  with- 
drew. The  company  rose,  and  as 
he  retired,  the  President  said  with 
much  solemnity, 

The  man  who  has  just  left  us; — 
For  all  the  good  works  of  God,  may 
his  great  name  be  praised. 

After  Dr.  Jackson  retired.  The 
President  of  the  Mass.  ftled.  Society. 
O  !  et  presidium  et  dulce  decus  nos- 
trum. 

Dr.  Holyoke,  jr.  then  gave, — 

The  Boston  Medical  Association  ; 
— "  E  pluribus  unum." 

The  festivities  were  concluded  with, 

Our  associates  in  this  tribute  of 
respect,  unavoidably  absent; — May 
their  disappointment  be  rewarded 
by  the  best  fruits  o{  patients. 


PRUSSIC  ACID. 

The  following  is  the  account  of  a 
professional  witness  of  the  death  of 
the  seven  patients  in  a  Parisian  Hos- 
pital, which  was  noticed  in  our  26th 
number. 

"  I  have  opened  my  letter  to  men- 
sion  a  shocking  catastrophe  which 
occurred  at  the  Bicttre  a  few  days 
ago.  It  was  resolved  to  try  the  ef- 
fect of  Prussic  acid  in  epilepsy  ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  that  medicine 
was  ordered  for  fourteen  individuals, 
in  the  following  formula  : 

Decoction  of  Triticum,  ^iv. 
Fyriip  of  Prussic  acid,  2  ss. 

Seven  of  the  patients  took  their  me- 
dicine, two  refused  it,  and  one  was 
fortunately  prevented  by  the  acces- 
sion of  an  epileptic  fit.  By  this  time, 
the  first  patient  was  in  convulsions, 
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and,  in  a   few  minutes,   all  the  seven    the  notices  themselves  is  ever  likely 
were  dead.     In  the  syrup  of  iM.  Ma-    ,„  ^g  seen  by  us.     To  cull  therefore 

jendie,    five   hundred   parts  contain  r         .1  •  c       ui-     .•  ^„^u 

•V  1        r    I  ^   •  1        J    I  •  ironi  this  mass  of  publications   such 

jour  only    of  the  pure  acid,  and  tins  ^  ,    •      1 

was   the'  preparation   ordered  ;    but,  portions  as  are  practical  in  their  cha- 

iinfortunately,  according  to  a  formula  racter,  and  of  universal  interest,  and 

in  the  cndcx,  nine   parts  contain  one  to  arrange  the  materials  thus  collect- 

-and   this  was  the   strength   of  the  ^^  -^  ^  convenient  form,  is  a  project 
medicine  used  in  this  instance."  „     ,  ■  r 

well    deserving   01    encouragement  ; 

and  we  are  happy  to  add  that  in  the 
work  before  us,  it  seems  to  have 
been  effected  with  very  considerable 
success.  The  choice  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  extracts  are  creditable  to 
the  care  and  judgment  of  the  editor ; 
the  execution  of  the  work  is  respect- 
able, and  the  price,  considering  the 
amount  of  matter,  is  very  moderate. 
We  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of 
the  medical  public. 


MONTHLy  JOURNAL    OF  FOREIGN 
MEDICINE. 

We  have  just  seen  the  seventh  num- 
ber of  this  work,  which  began  with 
the  present  year.  Its  plan  and  ob- 
ject are  sufficiently  well  expressed 
by  its  title.  It  proposes  to  select 
from  foreign  medical  publications 
such  portions  as  appear  the  most  in- 
teresting and  useful,  and  thus  to  fur- 
nish an  abstract  of  the  transatlantic 
additions  to  medical  knowledge.  The 
advantages  of  a  summary  of  this  sort 
are     certainly    considerable.       The  Ending  Aug.  16,  at  noon, 

number  of  medical  journals  now  pub-    ^      g.  James  H.  Smith, 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 


lished  in  England  alone,  is,  we  be- 
lieve, not  less  than  thirteen.  Those 
which  appear  on  the  continent  amount 
to  many  times  that  number.  A  large 
proportion  of  these,  and  among  them 
probably  many  of  the  best,  would 
but  for  a  work  of  this  kind  be  en- 
tirely lost  to  the  medical  community. 
The  various  languages  in  which  they 
are  vvritten,  with  the  expense  and 
trouble  which  it  would  require  to 
obtain  them,  are  complete  barriers 
to  their  circulation  in  this  country. 
A  great  proportion  too  of  the  inform- 
ation they  contain  must  be  wholly 
local  in  its  character,  and  can  there- 


9    Julia  Gill, 

Eliza  St.  Leger, 

10.  Henry  Doggett, 
Jolin  Hanners, 

11.  William  Graggs, 
Sylvia  Davis, 
Hiram  Foster, 
Roswell  Lewis, 
James  Douglas, 
Craston  Cutler, 

12.  John  Barnard, 

13.  INIary  Ann  Ellis, 
John  Goodwin, 
Ann  Cracklin, 
Thomas  Archbald, 
Simon  Wright, 
Eliza  F.  Sears, 

14.  Wary  Ann  Ward, 
John  C.  Thompson, 

15.  Lucy  Leavitt, 
Susannah  Grelee, 
James  H.  Carlisle, 
Caroline  E.  Furness, 

16.  Elizabeth  F.  Loring, 
Childbed,  1 — cholera  morbus,  1 — canker,  1 


10 

mo. 

4 

33 

yrs. 

61 

22 

49 

47 

7 

mo. 

34 

yrs. 

22 

24 

3 

mo. 

31-2y. 

34 

10 

w. 

38 

yrs. 

3 

mo. 

12 

10 

w. 

30 

yrs. 

68 

6 

4 

mo. 

37 

yrs. 

r •    .          .    r                   »  — canker  in  the  bowels,  1 — consumption,  3  — 

fore  possess  no  interest   for  us.       An-  cholerainfantum,l-convulsions,  1-drowned, 

other    part    consists     of    speculations  1 — dropsy,  1 — drcS^isy  in  the  head,  1 — decline, 

,.    ,      ,              ...                    ■      1    •  1 — dysentery,  1 — fractured  head,  1 — fractured 

Which    have     little     practical   import-  thighs,  1— hooping  cough,  l— inflammation   in 

ance;    and    another    of  notices    of  the"  bowels.  2-infantile,  l-sudden,  l-un- 

known,  4.      Males,  14 — females,  11.      Still- 

works   of  which  nothing  more   than  born,  1.    Total,  26. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF 
HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

rriHE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  will  be- 
J-     gin  on  the  third   Wt-dnesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, Mason-street,  Boston. 
„lnatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warren. 
Chnnistry^  by  Dr.  VVerster. 
Materia  Mtdica^  by  Dr.  Bic.Ei-ow. 
Midwifery    and  Medical    Jurisprudence, 

by  Dr.  Chanmng. 
Theory  and   Praciice  of  Physic,   by  Dr. 

Jackson. 

The  Lectures  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
The  Class  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Dr.  Jackson's  Clinical 
Lecture  on  the  Cases,  without  fees. — 
Separate  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Surgery  are  given  by  Dr.  Warren  without 
fees.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  which 
■will  probably  afford  as  great  facilities  as 
can  be  desired,  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
at  any  school  in  the  United  States.  The 
use  of  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  College  may  be  obtained  during 
the  Course,  by  paying  one  dollar. 
WALTER  CHA^NNING, 

Dean  of  (he  Faculty. 

PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Reiolved,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 


dissertations  were  presented  5  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At- the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  18'28,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  ofl'er 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREiN,       ) 

ZABDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    \  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  ^ 

A  dissertation  marked  "  Fans  et  Origo 
Mali,''''  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  of  newspapers  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9 

MEDICAL  LECTURES  OF   THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  VERMONT. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  will  begin  as 
usual  at  Burlington  on  the  first  \Vedne3- 
day  in  September,  and  be  continued  four- 
teen weeks. 
Cheviislry   and  Natural  Philosophy,    by 

George  W.  Benedict,  A.  M. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Materia 

Medica,  a, id  ObslelTiCi>,  by   W.  SwEET- 

ser,  M.  D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,    by   Ben.t.  Lin- 
coln, M.  D. 

Each  Lecturer  will  enter  upon  his 
course  of  instruction  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term,  and  continue  til!  its  close.  Four 
Lectures  will  be  delivered  daily. 

Terms — Forty  dollars  for  the  course, 
and  three  dollars  for  contingent  expenses. 

A  new  and  suitable  medical  building, 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  with  commodi- 
ous lecture  rooms,  will, be  in  readiness  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  class, 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE  MEDICAL 
LECTURES. 

THE  Autumnal  Course  of  LECTURES 
at  Hanover  will  commence  on 
Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  next  September, 
and  continue  fourteen  weeks.  2w. 

Hanover,  August,  1828. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  Within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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No.  29. 


I. 

J^ote  to  the  Editors^  respecting  Dr. 
Ilenderson^s  Letter  published  in 
the.  2Qth  J\''o.  of  the  Journal. 

Gentlemen, 

I  SHALL  notice  very  briefly 
some  of  the  topics  of  Dr.  Hender- 
son's letter.  In  this  notice  I  dis- 
claim all  personal  allusion  ;  first, 
because  I  know  nothing  of  the 
character  or  ability  of  Dr.  H. 
further  than  I  find  them  exhibited 
in  his  epistle. — and  second,  be- 
cause, in  whatever  repute  per- 
sonalities may  be  held  elsewhere, 
here  they  are  justly  regarded  as 
mere  trash — the  last  resort  of 
defeated  argument. 

First.  Dr.  Henderson  charges 
me  with  overrating  the  import- 
ance of  my  essay,  in  supposing 
that  it  originated  the  proceedings 
of  the  Medical  Society  at  Wash- 
ington. I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjec- 
ture from  what  part  of  my  re- 
marks Dr.  H.  has  drawn  such  an 
inference.  I  have  never  said  it, 
and  I  never  supposed  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  well  knew  that  the 
29 


paper  of  Dr.  Sewall,  signed  Z., 
in  the  National  Intelligencer,  gave 
rise  to  those  proceedings.  Still, 
I  could  not  be  ignorant  that  they 
aimed  to  discourage  an  inquiry 
which  that  essay  proposed  to  pro- 
secute as  important  to  the  cause 
of  science  and  humanity.  If  my 
paper  has  been  represented  at 
all,  as  the  cause  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, it  has  not  been  by  me, 
but  brj  Dr.  H.  himself.  In  a  Note 
signed  by  him,  and  published  in 
the  National  Intelligencer  of  May 
16th,  is  the  following  sentence  : 
"  Dr.  Sewall,  it  is  well  known, 
has  founded  his  advice  to  re-vac- 
cinate on  a  paper  in  the  Boston 
Medical  Journal."  This  paper 
he  afterwards  specifically  de- 
clares to  be  my  essay.  Thus,  by 
making  the  essay  the  cause  of 
Dr.  Sewall's  advice,  and  that  ad- 
vice the  cause  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society,  he  has  invested 
the  former  with  an  importance 
which  I  never  claimed  for  it,  and 
which  he  now  brings  as  a  charge 
of  vanity  in  me. 

Dr.    H.    assumes,    as    another 
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specification  of  this  charge,  that  I  itself,  no  such  check  would,  per- 
represent  myself  the  author  of  haps,  have  been  required  ;  but 
the  theory  and  practice  of  re-  such  not  being  the  case,  the  no- 
vaccination.  To  this  accusation  tice  it  did  receive  was  as  mild  and 
I  can  only  say,  if  it  be  so,  I  have  equitable  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pursued  a  very  indiscreet  course  pected.  That  notice  was  written 
to  maintaiu  it,  by  calling  into  view  with  perfect  coolness  and  good 
the  writings  and  experience  of  humor  ;  no  excitement  was  felt 
other  gentlemen  who  had  not  only  on  my  part,  and  you  will  recol- 
approved,  but  themselves  pursued  lect,  gentlemen,  that  I  particular- 
this  practice  before  me.  ly  requested  you  to  strike  out  any 
Second.  Dr.  H.  was  surprised  part  of  the  manuscript  which 
at  my  notice  of  his  Report,  be-  could  be  justly  con.strued  into  dis- 
cause  that  Report  was  of  a  local  respect  for  the  Society  or  its 
nature,  and  I  remote  from  what  members.  The  phials  of  my  wrath 
he  very  appropriately  terms  "  the  and  indignation,  which  Dr.  H. 
scene  of  action."  It  had,  it  seems,  supposes  to  be  exhausted,  have 
a  municipal  origin  and  direction,  never  yet  been  opened,  and  I  trust 
and  was  designed  lo  effect  an  ob-  they  never  will  be  whilst  discuss- 
ject  of  immediate  and  local  im-  ing  a  subject  of  a  scientilic  and 
portance.  JIs  such,  that  Report  professional  nature, 
was  clearly  without  the  pale  of  Third.  Dr.  H.  holds  out  the 
foreign  criticism.  But  is  he  not  idea  that  I  have  asserted /or /ocf, 
aware  that  it  was  copied  into  and  undertook  to  prove  that  the 
many  of  the  respectable  and  uide-  re-vaccinated  are  secure  from  the 
Jy  circulating-newspapers  through-  varioloid;  and  he  denounces  my 
out  the  country  ;  that  the  denun-  essay  as  speculative,  because 
ciation  it  contained  was  thus  facts  and  experiment  are  not 
brought  home  to  the  knowledge  brought  to  show  this  immunity, 
of  every  villager  over  the  moun-  Your  intellig.ent  readers  well  know 
tains — every  citizen  on  the  sea-  that  this  untenable  ground  has  ne- 
coast  ?  Can  he  be  ignorant  of  ver  been  assumed.  I  can  indeed 
the  extensive  influence  which  a  scarcely  recount  the  number  of 
document  thus  formally  sent  forth  times  I  have  repeated  that  the 
from  our  national  metropolis,  as  correctness  of  tJiis  view  of  the  sub- 
the  solemn  act  of  an  incorporated  ject  can  only  be  tested  by  future  ex- 
society  of  learned  physicians,  perience.  Had  I  stated  that  it 
must  exert  on  the  public  mind  ?  had  already  been  established  by 
Is  he  not  apprised  that  such  a  do-  past  experience,  facts  would  have 
cument,  whatever  might  have  been  adduced  to  prove  this  state- 
been  its  origin  and  design,  was  as  ment.  So  far  as  the  practical 
potent  abroad,  if  not  more  so,  than  efficacy  of  re-vaccination  was 
at  home  ;  and  that  the  influence  it  concerned,  my  essay  was  intended 
was  exerting  demanded  a  check  to  be  purely  speculative.  Dr. 
from  those  who  believed  it  perni-  H.  has  attributed  to  it  too  much 
cious  in  its  tendency,  as  well  at  a  meaning,  as  well  "as  importance, 
distance,  as  near  its  origin  ?  Had  in  supposing  that  it  was  intended 
the  local  circumstances  which  to  be  any  thing  more, 
gave  rise  to  that  Report  been  as  It  was  asserted  that  the  vario- 
generally  known   as    the    Report  lous  susceptibility  is  not  always 
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entirely  exhausted  by  vaccinia. 
How  far  this  has  been  proved  by 
fact  and  experiment,  the  reader 
will  judge.  It  was  also  assumed 
that  this  remaining  susceptibility 
may  sometimes  be  acted  on  by 
the  vaccin|^virus,  and  secondary 
cowpock  thus  induced.  How  far 
this  has  been  proved  by  facts,  the 
reader  will  j'jdge.  From  these 
two  premises  it  was  suggested, 
that,  by  premising  this  second 
vaccination,  we  may  destroy  this 
remaining  susceptibility."  The 
practical  correctness  of  this  in- 
ference was  submitted  to  future 
observation.  Dr.  H.  now  asks 
why  I  did  not  bring  facts  and  ex- 
perience to  prove  the  correctness 
of  this  opiiiion.  I  answer,  because 
I  had  no  desire  to  contradict  my 
own  statement, — to  bring  facts  to 
prove  that  which  it  was  expressly 
stated  could  only  be  proved  by 
facts  not  yet  in  existence.  It  is 
one  thing  to  propose  a  theory  to 
be  proved,  and  quite  a  different 
thing  to  assert  that  it  has  been 
proved.  I  took  the  former  posi- 
tion ; — Dr.  H.  mistakes  greatly 
when  he  supposes  me  responsible 
for  the  last. 

The  Washington  gentlemen  de- 
clared that  no  experience  favora- 
ble to  re-vaccination  existed.  This 
I  denied.  I  now  repeat  that  de- 
nial. The  experience  of  Dr.  Al- 
mon  is  favorable,  for  he  gives  as 
the  result  of  his  observation,  that 
it  would  be  a  preventive  of  vario- 
loid. The  experience  of  Dr. 
Barrett  is  decidedly  favorable  to 
re-vaccination,  for  he  says,  in  the 
conclusion  of  his  paper,  that  "as 
more  thoroughly  infecting  the  sys- 
tem, it  has  (in  his  practice)  un- 
doubtedly been  advantageous." 
The  experience  of  all  who  have 
found  that  cowpock  may  some- 
times be  induced  a  second  time  is 


also  favorable  to  re-vaccination. 
But,  although  favorable  to  this 
practice,  this  experience  has  not 
been  considered  or  represented 
by  me  as  decisive.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  have  uniformly  held  that 
time,  attention,  and  numerous  and 
long  continued  pertinent  experi- 
ments, can  alone  authorize  a  de- 
cision of  this  question. 

Fourth.  Dr.  Henderson  next 
presumes  that  I  shall  allow  him 
freely  to  analyze  my  facts.  ^s 
this  is  a  novel  expression,  I  may 
not  justly  comprehend  its  meaning. 
If  to  analyze  facts  mean  to  mis- 
place and  distort  them,  this  pre- 
sumption is  unwarrantable;  but  if 
it  mean  to  compare  them  with 
the  positions  they  were  designed 
to  uphold,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining whether  they  afford 
support  to  those  positions,  the  li- 
berty is  cheerfully  accorded  him. 
Let  us  see  with  how  much  fair- 
ness and  ability  he  has  conducted 
this  "  analysis." 

The  reader  may  perhaps  recol- 
lect, that,  to  my  tirst  essay,  after 
dismissing  the  subject  of  re-vacci- 
nation to  be  settled  by  future  ob- 
servation, was  appended  a  para- 
graph disclaiming  the  belief  that 
the  vaccine  influence  wears  out 
in  five  or  seven  years.  As  one 
reason  for  this  opinion  I  stated 
that  I  was  vaccinated  nearly  thir- 
ty years  ago,  and  yet  resisted  the 
smallpox  infection,  when  long  and 
closely  exposed  to  it  in  1819. 
Let  us  now  see  w^hat  use  Dr.  H. 
makes  of  this  fact.  The  follow- 
ing paragraph  comprises  his  whole 
analysis  of  the  fads  in  my  first  es- 
say, and  is  a  specimen  of  the  clear 
and  able  reasoning  as  well  as  the 
gentlemanly  tone  of  his  epistle. 

"  Is  there  in  your  first  essay 
one  fact,  one  case  which  proves 
the   superior  security  of  the  re- 
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vaccinated   on  the  general  plan  ?  part  (says  he)    is  a  sheer  begging 

Yes,  sir,  there  is  one,  which  I  the  of  the  question."     This   is  very 

rather  adduce  because  it  will  be  easily   said.     Dr.  II.  has  not  un- 

one  which   will  interest  you.     It  dertaken  the   more   ditficult  task 

is  that  of  Dr.  Chandler  Robbins,  of  proving  his  assertion,  and  has 

who  was  vaccinated  thirty   years  given  me  therefore  nothing  tangi- 

ago,    and   has    resisted    repeated  ble   to   refute.      I  vM\  only   add 

exposure  to  smallpox.     But   per-  that  so  far  as  I  have  stated  facts, 

haps  you  have  been  re-vaccinated,  they  have  been  uniformly  brought 

— you  do  not  say  so.     If  you  have,  under  distinct  heads  to  prove  spe- 

how   can  you    demonstrate    that  cific    allegations,     and    however 

your  security  is  less  owing  to  the  ready  I   may  be   to  submit  those 

tirst  vaccination,  than  to  the  sub-  facts  to  proper  investigation,  from 

sequent  attempts  ?     There  is  no  mangling  and  abuse  I  must  ever 

other  case  or  experiment  in  your  withhold  them, 

tirst  paper."  Fifth.    It   now   remains  for  me 

Now  what  has  my  own  case  to  to  notice  that  part  of  Dr.  Ilen- 
do  with  re-vaccination  ?  It  was  derson's  letter  which  contains  the 
not  introduced  to  show  its  etiica-  evidence  on  which  the  Washington 
cy,  or  any  point  bearing  the  re-  Report  was  founded.  Having 
motest  affinity  to  it.  Instead  of  neither  time  nor  proper  opportu- 
attempting  to  demonstrate  that  nity  to  make  so  thorough  an  in- 
my  security  was  less  owing  to  the  vestigation  of  all  this  evidence  as 
first  than  a  second  vaccination,  it  should  receive,  my  inquiry  will 
the  sole  object  of  i/iaf  case  was  to  be  confined  principally  to  that  to 
show  that  j^erjjiancni  security  was  which  Dr.  H.  requests  my  espe- 
aflforded  by  the  ^rsi  vaccination,  cial  attention.  These  are  his  words: 
Notwithstanding  Dr.  Henderson's  "  I  will  now  detail  to  you  the 
closing  remark,  he  will  excuse  evidence  on  which  the  Society 
me  for  pointing  to  other  cases  in  came  to  their  conclusions, 
that  essay,  bearing  a  much  closer  "  1st.  The  Essay  of  Dr.  Bar- 
relation  to  the  subject  than  that  rett,  in  the  Boston  Journal,  No. 
he  has  analyzed  as  above.  Such  8,  and  your  attention  to  this  essay 
is  the  case  of  the  bookseller  in  is  specially  requested." 
this  city.  Such  also  is  the  case  In  complying  with  this  request, 
of  the  lady  whose  arm  exhibited  the  first  thing  W'hich  struck  me 
two  perfect  vesicles  by  the  side  was,  the  exceeding  rapidity  with 
of  two  vaccine  scars.  What  now  which  the  paper  of  Dr.  Barrett 
becomes  of  the  round  assertion,  must  have  travelled,  in  order  to 
that  there  is  no  other  case  or  ex-  have  been  the  foundation  of  this 
periment  in  my  essay.''  Report.     The  conclusions  of  the 

But  Dr.   H.    proposes  to   ana-  Society    were    presented    at    its 

lyze  in  a  similar  manner  some  of  meeting  in  Washington  on  the  lOth 

the  facts  contained  in  the  second  of  Jipril  last.     This  is  matter  of 

paper.     Although  that  paper  was  record.     Dr.  Barrett's   essay    in 

composed  almost  entirely  of  facts  the   Boston  Journal,  No.   8,   was 

plain,  undeniable  and  conclusive,  first  published  in  Boston   on  the 

yet  in  his  pretended  analysis   of  Sth   of  Jlpril  last.     This    also   is 

these  facts,  noi  one  o/i/iejn  M  ea;a-  matter    of    record.       To    have 

viined.      "  Every    step    on   your  reached   Washington,   therefore, 
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in  season  to  have  formed  any  part 
of  '"  the  evidence  on  which  the 
Society  arrived  at  its  conclu- 
sions," it  must  have  travelled  the 
distance  of  aboul  four  hundred  and 
thirty-six  miles  in  two  days  ! ! 

Knowing,  however,  that  it  is  the 
practice  of  some  printers  to  send 
their  papers  to  the  Post  the  day 
before  their  date,  I  sought  at  your 
office  for  such  an  explanation  of 
this  dilemma.  But  this  inquiry 
led  me  farther  in  the  dark  ; — for 
1  found  that  all  the  copies  of  the 
Journal  which  go  south  of  Rhode 
Island,  are  sent  to  the  Post  oliice 
on  the  noon  of  the  day  of  publica- 
tion, and  never,  in  any  instance, 
have  any  been  sent  so  that  they 
could  leave  in  the  southern  mail 
before  the  afternoon  of  that  day. 
This  dilemma  is  to  me  the  more 
inexplicable,  since  Dr.  H.  being 
a  member  of  the  committee  which 
framed  the  report,  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  know  the  evidence  on 
which  his  Report  was  formed. 

But  we  will  allow  that  this  pa- 
per of  Dr.  Barrett  was  the  first 
evidence  on  which  the  Society 
founded  its  denunciation  of  the 
practice  of  re-vaccination  as  un- 
necessary. Dr.  H.  afterwards* 
declares  this  practice,  although 
advised  and  pursued  by  Dr.  Phy- 
sick  and  other  eminent  physicians 
in  our  country,  not  only  useless 
but  "  pernicious."  In  concluding 
his  paper.  Dr.  Barrett  gives  it  as 
the  result  of  his  experience  that 
"  as  a  test  of  the  genuineness  of 
the  previous  disease  and  as  more 
thoroughly  infecting  the  system,  re- 
vaccination  has  been  without  doubt 
advantageous.'"  Now  I  know  not 
by  what  logic  Dr.  Fl.  can  draw 
from  this,  the  conclusion  that  re- 
vaccination  is  either  unreasonable, 

*  National  Intelligencer,  May  16. 


useless,  or  pernicious,  or  that  no 
experience  favorable  to  it  exists  ; 
unless  indeed  it  be  that  which 
contains  his  definition  and  rules  of 
analysis — that  by  which  he  makes 
out  (in  his  piece  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer) the  repeated  re-vacci- 
nation of  the  crew  of  the  North 
Carolina,  '■^honorable  to  the  Com- 
mander and  Surgeon,"  whilst,  in 
the  same  piece,  he  declares  the 
practice  both  ^'•useless  and  perni- 
cious.'''' It  matters  not  if  Dr.. 
Barrett  does  afterwards  say  that 
one  or  more  persons  had  varioloid 
after  resorting  to  this  precaution. 
This  cannot  interfere  with  the 
clear  meaning  of  the  above  sen- 
tence,— it  does  not  justify  the 
conclusion  that  he  had  found  that 
useless,  which  he  declares,  toti- 
dem  verbis,  to  have  been  without 
doubt  advantageous.  As  well  mi2:ht 
he  conclude  that  vaccination  is 
useless,  and  that  no  experience 
favorable  to  it  exists,  because  a 
modified  form  of  smallpox  some- 
times occurs  afterwards. 

One  case  of  varioloid  after  re- 
vaccination  is  adduced  by  Dr. 
Barrett  in  his  valuable  paper. 
But  this  case  may  have  been 
greatly  affected  by  attendant  cir- 
cumstances. This  lady  may,  for 
example,  have  received  the  va- 
riolous infection  previous  to  her 
re-vaccination.  Not  long  after 
the  publication  of  his  paper  I  ad- 
dressed to  Dr.  B.  the  above  quere. 
In  reply,  he  says,  "•  The  lady  to 
whom  you  refer  was,  I  find  on  in- 
quiry, exposed,  previous  to  her 
having  the  varioloid,  to  the  small- 
pox contagion,  and  the  time  was- 
such  as  might  have  induced  the 
varioloid."  This  is  the  only  case 
of  the  kind  in  the  paper  alluded  to. 

The  second  evidence  on  which 
the  Society  founded  its  denuncia- 
tion, is  said   to   be  an  experiment 
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detailed  in  the  book  of  Mr.  Cross. 
My  recollection  of  that  work  fur- 
.  nished  me  with  no  such  evidence; 
nor  have  I  been  able  to  discover 
it  in  the  cursory  revision  I  have 
given  that  author  since  the  appear- 
ance of  Dr.  H.'s  letter.  When 
the  part  of  the  work  in  which  this 
experiment  may  be  found  is  more 
distinctly  indicated,  its  authority 
will  be  admitted. 

The  third  evidence  before  the 
Society  was,  it  seems,  a  few 
cases  of  varioloid,  after  the  vac- 
cination had  been  proved  genuine 
by  Bryce's  test  !  This  test  con- 
sists of  a  second  vaccination  dur- 
ing  the  progress  of  the  first,  and  is 
not  that  wluch  is  generally  under- 
stood by  the  term  re-vaccination. 

But  admitting  that  it  was  this 
form  of  re-vaccination  which  was 
denounced  by  the  Society,  Dr. 
H.  says  he  need  not  remind  me 
how  "  authoritatively''^  ihis  test 
.  has  been  recommended.  Does 
he  not  remember  that  one  of  the 
conclusions  of  the  Society  was, 
that  re-vaccination  is  sanctioned 
by  no  authority  ?  Another  con- 
clusion was,  that  it  is  unsupported 
by  experience  or  reason.  Is  he 
prepared  to  prove  this  of  Bryce's 
test  ? 

But  if  it  was  not  this  form  of 
re-vaccination  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  censure,  then  it  is  certain 
that  this  third  evidence  affords  no 
ground  whatever  for  the  conclu- 
sions of  the  Society. 

For  the  fourth  evidence  I  am 
referred  to  the  work  of  Dr.  Mon- 
ro. This  author  relates  several 
cases  of  varioloid  after  the  appli- 
cation of  Bryce's  test ;  it  is  sub- 
ject therefore  to  the  same  objec- 
tions as  the  preceding. 

With  regard  to  the  last — (he 
case  of  the  North  Carolina — this 
experiment  appears,  at  first  view, 


to  be  discouraging  to  the  friends 
of  re-vaccination.  But  there  are 
some  circumstances  attending  it 
which  render  it  probable  thai,  on 
a  more  rigid  scrutiny,  which  I 
have  neither  the  lime  nor  facili- 
ties to  pursue,  it  would  be  i'ound 
altogether  inconclusive.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  not  probable  that 
a  general  re-vaccination  of  nine 
hundred  seamen  would  be  per- 
formed with  the  same  scrupulous 
nicety  as  is  obsei ved  in  piivate 
practice,  and  which  a  second  vac- 
cination peculiarly  requires.  Next 
it  is  probable  that  the  quantity  of 
matter  used  under  such  circum- 
stances must  have  been  collected 
sometime  previous,  and  conse- 
quently have  become  dry, — a  con- 
dition ol'  the  virus  which  is  slated 
by  Dr.  Gregory  and  other  writers 
among  ihe  most  frequent  causes 
of  the  failure  of  vaccine  inocula- 
tion. These  are  probabilities  ; 
but  there  are  other  circum- 
stances in  this  case,  which  we 
know  to  be  facts.  Such,  for  ex- 
ample, is  this, — that  very  shortly 
after  the  hrst  vaccinations,  which 
were  performed  at  Hampton 
Roads,  pneumonia  attacked  most  of 
the  crew  loith  great  severity.  We 
also  know  that  the  third  vaccina- 
tion was  performed  at  Gibraller, 
with  matter  from  the  London  Vac- 
cine Institution  ;  and  all  who  have 
used  such  matter  are  fully  aware 
of  the  difficulty  of  inducing  the 
genuine  disease  by  virus  which 
has  been  taken  so  long  and  trans- 
ported so  far.  One  further  fact 
is  certain,  that  in  all  the  attempts 
of  the  intelligent  and  enterprising 
gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  medical  department  on  board 
the  ship,  the  covvpock  was  not 
communicated  in  a  single  instance! 
Now  after  the  evidence  we  have 
from  the  practice  of  Drs.  Adams, 
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Almon,  Thaxter,  Barrett,  Fan- 
cher,  and  others,  that  secondary 
cowpock  may  sometimes  be  in- 
duced, is  it  not  highly  probable 
that  the  failure  to  communicate 
the  disease  in  one  solitary  indivi- 
dual out  of  nine  hundred,  was  ow- 
ing to  some  of  the  before  mention- 
ed, or  other  incidental  circum- 
stances, essentially  affecting  the 
conclusiveness  of  the  experiment? 
I  have  alluded  to  the  above  cir- 
cumstances merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  with  how  much 
caution  we  should  receive  a  single 
experiment,  as  conclusive  against 
a  theory  reasonable  in  itself,  and 
certainly  sustained  by  some  expe- 
rience in  its  favor. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  whole 
evidence  before  us,  on  which  the 
Society  built  its  conclusion  that 
the  practice  of  re-vaccination  is 
unsupported  by  reason,  authority  or 
experience,  consists, 

1st.  Of  Dr.  Barrett's  paper,  in 
which  he  says  that  in  his  practice 
re-vaccination  has  been  without 
doubt  advantageous. 

2d.  Of  a  supposed  experiment 
of  Mr.  Cross, — which,  since  I  am 
unable  to  find  it  in  his  book  on  va- 
rioloid, must,  I  apprehend,  be  a 
mistake  of  Dr.  Henderson. 

3d.  Of  the  failure  of  Bryce's 
test,  which  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  subject. 

4th.  Of  Dr.  Monro's  work, 
which  gives  a  few  cases  of  vario- 
loid after  the  vaccination  had 
been  proved  genuine  by  Bryce's 
test,  and  is  therefore  subject  to 
the  same  objection  as  the-forego- 
ing  ;  and 

5th.  Of  the  case  of  the  North 
Carolina,  which,  for  reasons  above 
given,  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

However  illiberal  and  unbe- 
coming I  may  have  represented 
the   Washington  Report,   I  never 


before    thought  its  foundation  so 
exceedingly  frail. 

Respectfully,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Chandler  Robbins 
Boston,  Aug.  14,  1828. 

P.  S.  Dr.  H.  says  he  would 
compassionate  me  were  it  not  for 
his  regard  to  the  interests  of  truth. 
This  I  ought  perhaps  to  regret  ; 
but  I  am  as  much  at  a  loss  to  dis- 
cover the  instances  in  which  I 
am  the  proper  object  of  compas- 
sion, as  I  am  to  conjecture  in  what 
possible  way  the  interests  odruth 
can  operate  to  restrain  its  exer- 
cise. 


II. 

From  the  London  Lancet. 

On  Flooding. — From  Lectures  de- 
livered at  Guy''s  Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

Continued  from  p.  438. 

FI^MORRHAGE  from  the  uterus 
may  suddenly  destroy  life  ;  tlie 
after  floodings  more  especially, 
under  which  patients  sometimes 
die,  and  very  unexpectedly.  The 
woman  is  delivered  with  unusual 
facility;  the  placenta  is  removed, 
it  may  be,  with  more  than  ordina- 
ry care  ;  the  practitioner  leaves 
the  room,  and  is,  perhaps,  in  an- 
other apartment,  conversing  with 
some  of  the  family  respecting  the 
auspicious  termination  of  the  la- 
bor, when  suddenly  he  is  summon- 
ed to  the  chamber  of  the  patient, 
where  he  finds  her  at  the  point  of 
death.  Repeatedly  cases  of  th[s 
kind  have  occurred  ;  generally, 
however,  when  the  patient  sinks 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  blood 
from  the  uterus,  death  steals  on 
its  victim  in  a  more  gradual  man- 
ner; and  there  is,  therefore,  more 
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opportunity  for  the  use  of  those 
remedial  means  by  which  the 
bleeding  may  be  checked,  and  the 
danger  averted.  Now  where 
death,  in  this  manner,  makes  an 
insidious  approach,  three  or  four 
hours  may  pass  away  before  the 
respiration  ceases,  while  there 
occurs  a  long  train  of  symptoms 
to  which  I  have  been  too  often 
witness,  and  which  may.  I  think, 
be  divided  advantageously  into 
two  classes, — those  which  may  be 
looked  upon  as  less  alarming,  and 
those  more  dangerous  symptoms, 
which  are  to  be  regarded  as  the 
more  immediate  precursors  of  dis- 
solution. 

And  first,  then,  we  may  ob- 
serve, that  when  blood  comes 
away  in  large  quantities  from  the 
uterus,  alarming  symptoms  soon 
begin  to  appear  :  the  extremities 
become  damp  and  chilly  ;  the 
tongue,  lip,  and  cheek  pale  and 
ghastly,  the  pulse  frequent,  (140, 
50,  or  60,)  small  and  perhaps  in- 
termittent, disappearing  in  the 
wrist  for  a  few  seconds,  or  even 
for  a  few  minutes,  nay,  for  an 
hour  or  more,  and  then  returning; 
and  there  is  weariness  and  weight 
in  the  limbs,  and  fainting  and  sigh- 
ing and  vomiting,  and  cessation  of 
the  pains.  Now  all  these  symp- 
toms you  may  throw  together  un- 
der the  head  of  symptoms  alarm- 
ing in  a  high  degree,  but  which 
are  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  indi- 
cations of  immediate  and  almost 
certain  dissolution. 

When  the  patient  is  about  to 
die  in  consequence  of  the  blood 
she  has  lost,  in  addition  to  the 
preceding  symptoms,  which  may 
have  been  precursory,  the  follow- 
ing also  frequently  occur  :  the 
whole  body  becomes  damp  and 
chilly  ;  the  very  breath  becoming 
cool,  as  you  may   feel  sometimes 


by  putting  the  back  of  the  hand  a 
little  before  the  mouth  ;  and  the 
pulse  intermits  very  much,  or 
perhaps  it  is  permanently  imper- 
ceptible in  the  wrist,  which  it 
may  be  for  minutes,  aye,  for  half 
an  hour,  an  hour,  or  even  longer 
than  this,  before  the  dissolution 
takes  place,  and  soon  the  patient 
becomes  restless,  and  wishes  to 
alter  her  posture,  and  no  persua- 
sions induce  her  to  be  quiet  ;  re- 
lief flies  before  her,  she  changes 
her  position,  and  again  she  changes, 
but  remains  uneasy  still  ;  and  now 
the  irritability  and  exhaustive  op- 
pression continually  augmenting, 
she  gets  at  length  into  a  state  of 
involuntary  jactitation,  throwing 
her  limbs  about  upon  the  bed,  and 
deep  convulsive  gasping  sobs  oc- 
cur ;  and  these  are  speedily  fol- 
lowed by  a  cessation  of  the  car- 
diac and  pulmonary  actions.  When 
respiration  is  once  stopped,  she  is 
gone  beyond  the  reach  of  any 
known  remedy,  under  received 
methods  of  management — not 
even  transfusion  itself  can  save 
her  ; — a  solemn  pause  follows, 
presently  broken  by  ejaculations 
scarcely  audible;  some  dear  friend 
sobbing  and  in  tears,  exclaims, 
"  Can  you  do  nothing  ?  Is  there 
no  hope?"  What  can  you  answer.'' 
"  Nothing  !  None  !"  But  if  we 
could  but  have  foreseen  ;  if,  in- 
stead of  raising  a  senseless  clamor 
against  experiments  and  experi- 
menters, we  had  only  availed  our- 
selves of  the  helps  of  physiology  ; 
if  we  had  only  supijlied  the  neces- 
sary blood  ;  if  we  had  only  trans- 
fused, (and  how  easily  it  might 
have  been  done  !)  at  worst  she 
could   but  have   died.     But  now 

"  Why,    madam,    all    those 

who  have  got  well  under  the  ope- 
ration, as  this  case  clearly  proves, 
would   have   done  just    as    well 
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without  it.  ^^'hy,  madam,  all  lion  of  the  method  of  treatment, 
those  who  have  been  operated  on,  commencing  with  the  management 
have  been  seized  with  a  dilFused  of  the  more  sparing  floodings,  those  • 
er} thematic  phlogosis  of  the  se-  especially  of  the  earlier  months  ; 
rous  tunic  of  the  cephalic  median  for  example,  the  first  three  or 
vein,  spreading  to  the  basilic."  four.  If  you  are  called  to  a  pa- 
"  But  is   she  really  dead?     Can    tient  in  the  earlier  months  of  ges- 

you  do  nothing  ?" tation,  laboring  under  a  small  dis- 

In  flooding  cases,  (let  me  add  charge  of  blood  from  the  uterus, 
further,)  there  are  two  ways  in  she  will  tell  you,  that  she  has  a 
Avhich  the  blood  may  be  discharg-  show,  occurring,  perhaps,  sponta- 
ed,  by  gushes,  I  mean,  or  by  drain-  neou&ly,  or  attributed,  it  uiay  be, 
ings.  In  the  latter  months  of  to  some  accident,  a  blow,  a  fall, 
pregnancy,  when  the,  bleeding  a  Christmas  party,  a  long  walk, 
first  comes  on,  the  blood  frequent-  Well,  the  discharge  appearing  in 
ly  rushes  from  the  uterus  by  im-  this  manner,  one  of  the  first  mea- 
petuous  bursts,  so  that  in  a  few  sures  to  be  described  is  a  sort  of 
seconds  a  pint  or  two  may  be  lost;  antipldogislic  regimen.  To  the 
and  this  it  is  which  constitutes  the  horizontal  posture  the  patient 
gushes.  Then,  after  this  gush,  should  be  confined,  lur  days  or 
the  hjemorrhage  may  cease  alto-  weeks  together,  lying  extended 
geiher,  or  it  may  be  converted  on  the  sofa,  or  the  bed  ;  the  bed 
into  a  slow  oozing  from  the  uterus,  being  enjoined  in  preference  to 
continuing  more  or  less  for  hours  the  sofa,  if  the  disposition  be  rest- 
together.  And  this  latter  kind  of  less,  as  the  woman  is  then  less 
bleeding  it  is,  this  slow  and  spar-  likely  to  rise  occasionally  and  stir 
ing  discharge  from  the  uterus,  in  about.  The  chamber,  if  sultry 
the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  occa-  and  close,  should  be  immediately 
sioning  sometimes  large  losses  of  cooled  ;  stimuli  should  be  foibid- 
the  vital  fluid,  which  constitutes  den,  and  especially  port  wine,  a 
what  are  called  drainings.  Now  drink  to  which  women  when  flood- 
the  gushes  are  produced  by  the  ing  are  sometimes  niuch  addicted, 
detachment  of  the  placenta  or  They  consider  it  to  be  nourishing 
ovum  from  the  uterus,  by  which  and  astringent, — half  a  bottle  or 
the  vessels  are  immediately  laid  more  is  sometimes  taken  in  the 
open,  and  the  drainings  seem  to  course  of  the  day  :  I  might  men- 
arise  in  part  from  the  languor  of  tion  much  larger  quantities,  but 
the  circulation,  produced  by  faint-  respect  for  the  sex  prevents  me 
ness,  and  also  in  part  from  the  from  hyperbolizing  here.  That 
formation  of  clots,  which  give  only  port  may  be  of  use  when  cordials 
a  partial  closure  to  the  vessels,  are  required,  I  do  not  deny;  wine, 
so  as  not  to  put  an  entire  stop  to  however,  must  be  regulated  by 
the  bleeding,  although  at  the  same  the  medical  attendant,  and  as  a 
time  they  preclude  the  eruption  geneial  beverage  it  is  improper, 
of  large  quantities  at  once.  Plain    nourishment    is    requisite. 

Treatment. — Having    said    thus    particularly   if  the  discharge  has 
much  on   the   nature,  eff"octs,  and    been  rather  copious, 
spontaneous  suppression  of  flooding        Again.     Called    to    a    case    in 
generally,     I    will    now,    if    you    which    the    discharges    from    the 
please,  proceed  to  the  consideia-    uterus  are  sparing,  you  should  al- 
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ways   inquire   diligently   into   the  with  infusion  of  roses  is  unchemi- 

state    of   the    bowels,   not  uiifre-  cai,  as  more  or  less  decompobition 

quently    in    these    cases    closed,  ensues. 

On  two  accounts,  moderate  eva-  When  a  sparing  haemorrhage 
cualion  appears  to  he  desirable  ;  from  the  uterus  is  combined  with 
tirst,  because  by  clearing  out  the  Jcbricula.,  the  digilalis  appears  to 
bowels  you  will  remove  any  irri-  be  particularly  appropriate,  and 
tants  which  might  be  lodging  there  are  some  accoucheurs  who 
there,  in  the  rectum  especially  ;  are  very  partial  to  its  use.  In 
and.  secondly,  because  in  clearing  operative  doses,  Dr.  Haighton 
the  bowels,  by  this  measure  you  had  found  it  rather  an  unmanage- 
cool  the  system,  perhaps  heated  ableremedy.  Dr.  Hamilton  seem- 
by  febricula.  Drastic  purgatives,  cd  at  one  time  to  suppose,  that  in 
or  even  active  laxatives,  are  high-  effective  quantities  it  might  de- 
ly  improper  ;  they  may  occasion  stroy  the  child  ;  whether  this  be 
the  premature  expulsion  of  the  so  or  not,  I  really  cannot,  from  my 
ovum.  Manna,  rhubarb,  magne-  own  know  ledge,  decide.  Experi- 
sia,  Epsom  salts,  or  castor  oil,  in  ments  on  animals  are  wanted  to 
small  doses,  may  succeed  very  illustrate  the  point.  Bums,  who 
well.  To  calomel  I  am  averse  ;  has  written  so  largely  and  so  well 
on  some  bowels  it  acts  roughly,  on  the  subject  of  midw"ifery,  has 
and  I  have  seen  it  apparently  oc-  found  the  digitalis  of  great  ser- 
casion  miscarriage.  vice.  In  the  more  obstinate 
You  will  often  find  in  these  bleedings,  with  febricula,  on  the 
more  sparing  floodings,  that  there  very  respectable  authority  of 
is;  a  certain  degree  of  fever  ;  the  Burns,  I  would  recommend  the 
suiface  is  warm,  the  tongue  is  dijritalis  to  your  consideration, 
\vhile,  and  the  pulse  is  100  or  110  adding,  that  if  you  give  it  at  all, 
ia  the  minute, — in  the  nervous  you  ought  to  give  it  in  operative 
much  more  frequent.  Now  when  doses.  Now-  those  doses  you  \vill 
this  is  observed,  it  will  not  be  find  to  vary  exceedingly  in  differ- 
amiss  to  administer  to  your  patient  eiit  individuals;  one  requiring  a 
some  J'c/r/^'-ecan/;  infusion  of  roses,  much  larger  quantity  than  anoth- 
for  example,  with  the  sul[)h'iric  er.  Sixty  drops  of  ihe  tincture^  or 
acid  and  sulphate  of  magnesia,  in  an  ounce  or  an  ounce  and  a  half  of 
small  doses,  more  with  a  view  to  the  infusion  in  the  course  oftwen- 
the  refrigeration  of  the  system,  ty-four  hours,  are  moderately  ef- 
than  the  laxative  operation  on  the  fective  quantities  ;  care  must  be 
bowels.  Nitre  also  may  be  tried,  taken,  when  these  larger  doses 
a  powerful  refrigerant;  if  used  as  are  given  daily,  that  the  patient 
a  placebo,  in  daily  doses  of  fifteen  be  sedulously  watched  by  a  corn- 
grains  oidy  ;  if  really  employed  petent  person.  Purging, — dying 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  its  full  sickness,  a  double  quantity  of 
effect,  then  in  much  larger  quan-  urine,  a  pulse  of  long  intervals,  or 
titles,  say  of  one  or  two  drachms  of  unequal  intervals,  or  with  in- 
in  the  twenty-four  hours  ;  the  termissions,  are  singly,  or  in  con- 
practitioner  carefully  watching  junction,  the  m?iks  that  digitalis 
the  |)atient,  so  as  to  ascertain  is  in  action  ;  if  you  find  any  one, 
whether  the  nitre  irritates  the  or  all  of  those  effects  taking  place, 
stomach    or   not.      To    mix    nitre  the  digitalis  is  to   be  immediately 
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laid  aside  altogether,  until  you  watched.  Used  as  a  placebo,  its 
have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  doses  must  be  small  ;  but  if  given 
whether  an  accumulative  action  wiih  a  view  to  some  decided  ef- 
will  occur  or  not  ;  for  every  one  feet,  half  an  ounce,  or  an  ounce, 
knoivs,  that  \vhen  this  medicine  on  an  average,  may  be  given  in 
begins  to  act,  it  may  continue  for  the  twenty-four  hours.  If  it  re- 
hours  to  operate,  with  a  perpetu-  main  on  the  stomach,  it  is  well  ; 
ally  increasing  force,  till  the  pa-  if  rejected  repeatedly,  it  may  be 
tient's  life  is  endangered.  To  laid  aside  altogether,  though  you 
start  into  the  sedentary  posture,  may  sometimes  reconcile  tlie  slo- 
and  to  move  suddenly,  are  both  macb  to  its  reception  by  the  use 
dangerous  when  the  digitalis  is  in  of  the  etrervescins;  draught. 
action  ;  so  also  are  large  evacua-  Among  the  remedies,  in  cases 
tions  from  the  bowels.,  of  more  sparing  bleedings,  from 
In  cases  of  haemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  bleeding  by  venesec- 
the  uterus,  whether  of  more  co-  tion,  or  otheru  ise,  may  be  enu- 
pious  or  more  sparing  quantity,  merated  as  one,  and  not  the  least 
we  are  advised  to  make  use  of  important.  Bleeding,  I  believe, 
the  oil  of  turpentine,  a  remedy  where  the  patient  is  in  a  febricu- 
which  has  received  the  approba-  lar  state,  and  is  lusty  and  pletho- 
tiou  of  Denman.  Though  not  ric,  may  be  useful;  and  sometimes 
prepared  by  my  own  observations  when  we  take  away  blood  from 
to  assert  its  etiicacy,  yet,  on  trial,  the  arm,  whether  from  cause  or 
I  have  not  found  any  effects  which  coincidence,  the  bleeding  from 
prohibit  its  employment,  though  the  uterus  becomes  stopped.  It 
it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  right,  however,  to  mention 
is  sometimes  rejected  by  vomit-  here,  that  though  bleeding  in  the 
ing.  Afloat  on  water,  it  is  very  sparing  floodings  is  advisable  ge- 
convenienlly  administered;  in  this  nerally,  yet,  if  used  indiscrimi- 
condition,  it  is  more  likely  to  re-  nately  in  all  cases,  it  may  destroy, 
main  on  the  stomach,  than  when  It  is,  I  think,  obvious  enough,  on  a 
formed  with  egg,  or  other  inter-  little  reflection,  that  you  ought 
mediates,  into  an  emulsion — a  not  to  have  recourse  to  the  lancet 
form  of  turpentine  odious  to  the  in  those  cases  where  the  patient 
stomach.  The  aptitudes  of  the  has  already  lost  a  good  deal  of 
stomach  for  retaining  the  oil  are  blood.  If,  in  consequence  of  blood 
various.  In  other  cases  I  have  lost  already,  the  limbs  are  cold, 
myself,  occasionally,  given  the  the  pulse  small  and  frequent,  the 
turpentine  very  largely,  so  as  to  cheek  pale,  the  countenance 
satisfy  myself,  that  though  there  ghastly,  why  should  you  bleed  ? 
are  some  individuals  who  can  And  yet  I  have  seen  patients  bled 
scarcely  bear  one  or  two  drachms  in  such  cases  !  What  is  the  ad- 
of  it  in  a  day,  there  are  some  who,  vantage  to  be  derived  from  vene- 
in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours,  section  here!  All  the  abatement 
can  take  the  larger  quantities —  of  vascular  action,  derivable  from 
three,  or  even  four  or  five  ounces,  an  abstraction  of  blood,  has  been 
prior  and  smaller  doses  being  in-  obtained  already,  in  consequence 
creased  gradually,  and  the  effects  of  eruption  of  the  vital  fluid  from 
on  the  chylopoietic, and  other  parts  the  uterus. 
of  the   system,   being    sedulously  Again.    If,   from    the   previous 
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eruption  of  a   large   quantity   of   eruptions  have  taken  place  alrea- 
blood  from  the  uterus,  you   have    dy — where  the  patient  is  advanc- 
reason  to  fear  that  a  future   copi-    ed  to  the  latter    months  of  gesta- 
ous  discharge  may  occur,  it  is  un-    lion,  and   where  you  have  reason 
sate  to  bleed,     if  the  woman  has    to   believe  that   the    placenta  is 
lost    much  blood  already,  the   ad-    lying  over  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
vantages  derivable  from  a  diminu-         In  cases   of  hjemorrhage   from 
tion  of  the   quantity  of  the  circu-    the  uterus,  of  somewhat  copious 
lating  fluid,  are  as  before  observ-    quantity,  there  is  another  remedy, 
ed,    already    secured.      Besides,    perhaps  too  much   neglected,  and 
how  do  you  know,  after  you  have    that  is,  proper  nourishment.     If  a 
taken  a  pint  or  two  from  the  arm,    woman  goes  on  losing  a  little  blood 
that  another  one  or  two  pints  may    every  day,  she  at  last  sinks  into  a 
not  flow   from   the  uterus  ?     And    state  of  inanition,  and   in  the  end 
how  do  you  know  that  these  toge-    reaches  such  a  level  of  depletion, 
ther,  may  not  besnflicient  to  sink    that  some  three  or  four  ounces  of 
the    patient  ?       They     are    not,    blood   may   make    the    difference 
therefore,  copious   floodings,  but    between    life    and    death.     That 
sparing   discharges,  which  justify    fatal  quantity,  if  nourishment  has 
the  intervention  of  the  lancet.     It    been  neglected,  may    be   wanting 
is    generally    improper    to    bleed    to   her  in   the  decisive  moment  ; 
largely  in  the  latter   months,  be-    on   the   other  hand,   if  she    take 
cause   the   vessels  are  large,  and    plain  and  nourishing  food,  the  sup- 
the  blood,  at  this  time,  is  liable  to    ply  to  the  vessels  may  be  kept  up. 
burst  forth  in  copious  abundance.     Plain  sense,  the  wisest  of  mentors, 
^Vhen  the  placenta  islyinaiover  the    \vill  enable   you   in  most  cases  to 
mouth  of  the  uterus,  for    reasons    decide  with  judgment  on  this  prac- 
tobe  more  fully  explained  hereaf-    tice.      If  your  patient,  too  full  al- 
ter, there  can  be  no  certain  secu-    ready,  require   bleeding  from  the 
rity,  till  the  child   and  after-birth    arm,  you    bid   her  abstain  from  a 
are  away.     In  the   latter  months,    nourishing  diet ;  but,  practising  in 
therefore,  w  hen   the   placenta  is    a  large  town,  like  this  metropolis, 
lying   over   the   uterine  mouth,  it    you  may  have  under  care  women 
is   especially     unwise    to    bleed,    in  a   state  of  great  inanition,  and 
To  preclude  an  eruption  from  the    to  whom  it  may  be  absolutely  ne- 
uterus,  venesection  can  be  of  little    cessary  that  nourishing  food  should 
use,  and,  indeed,  when  the  woman    be  given.     When  nourishing  food 
is   delivered,  whether   by  turning    is   taken,  there  are  two  ways  in 
or   the   natural   efforts,  tlie  blood    which    it    may    be    administered, 
will    always  be    forced   to    come    either  in  the  Jlidd  or  in  the  solid 
more  or  less  copiously  away,  and    form  ;   broths,  jellies,   fish,  fowl, 
often  in  large  abundance.     Vene-    or  flesh.     Now  where  the  patient 
section,  therefore,  employ  if  you    can  take  the  solid  food,  I  prefer 
please,  in  your  robust  country  pa-    it  on  two  accounts  ;  lirst,  because 
tients,who  have  sparing  discharges    if  digested  well   in  a  given  bulk, 
from  the  uterus,  in  the  earlier  and    it  contains  mnie  nourishment,  and, 
middle    months  ;    nay,  it   may    be    secondly,  because  where  women 
proper  to  repeat  it   then,  but  be-    are  weak,  and   lose   much  blood, 
ware  of  bleeding  where  collapse    they  are  apt  to  become  very  Jla- 
is    already    begun,    where    large    tulent ;   in  this  flatulency  there  is 
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no  danger,  but  it  is  inconvenient. 
By  fluid  aliment,  also,  diarrhoea 
may  be  produced  ;  and  under  in- 
anition, the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  bowel  is  too  apt  to  sutTer,  giv- 
ing rise  to  fatal  purging. 

With  respect  to  gastric  astrin- 
gents, (hat  is,  astringents  to  be 
taken  into  the  stomach,  on  these 
I  have  little  reliance  ;  and  by  as- 
tringents, I  do  not  mean  the  re- 
frigerants before  mentioned,  as 
the  sulphuric  acid,  for  example  ; 
but  astringents  properly  so  called, 
catechu,  kh)o,  alum,  hsematoxy- 
lura,  and  so  on.  Alum  I  have  ad- 
ministered in  the  larger  doses, 
though  I  have  not  known  it  pro- 
ductive of  any  very  good  effect. 
Not  to  appear  negligent,  these 
remedies  you  may  try,  but  I  would 
not  have  you  rely  on  ihem  to  the 
exclusion  of  others  more  valuable: 
they  are  of  excellent  service  af- 
ter the  battle  is  won. 

Of  faintness  I  have  already  giv- 
en my  opinion.  If  the  deliquiura 
be  such  that  the  woman  is  likely 
to  sink  into  a  state  of  asphyxia 
from  which  she  will  never  reco- 
ver, then  of  course  you  must  do 
your  whole  endeavor  to  prevent 
it.  It  would  be  too  much  to  as- 
sert, that  under  small  discharges 
from  the  uterus,  it  is  impossible 
that  fatal  asphyxia  may  occur  ; 
but  such  is  the  nature  of  our  art, 
that  we  must  practise,  not  on  the 
anomaly,  but  the  general  princi- 
ple ;  and  on  this  principle  it  must 
be  admitted,  that  the  faintness 
from  small  bleedings  is  unattended 
with  danger — is  highly  conducive 
to  the  cessation  of  (he  bleeding, 
and  in  the  general,  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  artificially  reliev- 
ed. For  once,  even  in  floodings, 
a  meddlesome  midwifery  is  bad. 
Let  the  patient  lie  in  peace  upon 
the  bed. 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Remarkable  Fecundity  in  the  Hu- 
man Species. 

The  wife  of  a  Russian  peasant 
brought  forth  fifty-seven  children 
in  tweiity-one  births.  They  were 
all  living  at  the  same  time.  In 
the  four  first  labors  she  gave  birth 
to  four  children  at  each  time, 
three  in  each  of  the  next  seven 
labors,  and  she  was  afterwards 
always  delivered  of  twins.  By  a 
second  wife  the  same  man  had  fif- 
teen children  in  seven  labors.  Is 
it  probable  that,  upon  examination 
post  mortem,  any  unusual  appear- 
ances would  have  been  detected 
which  could  have  accounted  for 
the  extraordinaiy  fecundity  of  the 
father  of  this  numerous  family  ? 

Epilepsy. 

The  following  case  is  related 
by  Dr.  Bona,  of  Platow: — A  man, 
41  years  of  age,  had  been  subject 
to  epilepsy  for  thirty  years.  The 
cause  of  the  original  attack  was 
unknown.  The  paroxysms  at  first 
occurred  at  long  intervals  of  time, 
but  at  length  they  appeared  about 
every  fourteen  days,  and  lasted  a 
considerable  time.  Being  left 
alone  in  a  room  with  a  fire,  he 
was  seized  with  a  fit,  and  fell  un- 
der the  grate.  He  was  severely 
burned  in  the  left  thigh,  and  ex- 
tensive ulceration  followed.  By 
appropriate  treatment  the  parts 
healed,  and  from  this  time  the 
patient  remained  free  from  at- 
tacks of  epilepsy. 

Case  of  Hcematemesis  occasioned  by 
a  Leech  in  the  Stomach. 

A  soldier,  after  having  expe- 
rienced for  fifteen  days  pain  in 
the    stomach,    accompanied    by 
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vomiting  of  blood,  felt  something 
which  ascended  along  the  oesopha- 
gus, and  which  altached  itself  to 
the  left  side  of  the  pharynx,  pro- 
ducing a  tumor  which  impeded 
deglutition  and  respiration.  The 
vomiting  ceased  a  little  ;  but  the 
patient  continually  expectorated, 
and  his  expectorations  were  mix- 
ed, both  with  black  and  red  blood: 
tv\  0  days  after,  when  the  patient 
was  lying  down,  he  was  awakened 
by  a  sense  of  pain  in  the  pharynx, 
as  well  as  in  the  back  of  the  fau- 
ces ;  he  introduced  his  hands  to 
this  spot  and  drew  out  a  leech, 
which  was  alive.  The  patient 
stated,  that  he  had  drank  several 
times  from  streams,  but  he  had 
never  observed  any  foreign  body 
in  the  water.  From  this  time 
the  symptoms  all  disappeared.- 

Journ.  Univ. 


IV. 

REPORTS    OF  CASES   IN  PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 

Case  of  Long  continued  Discharge 
of  Milk,  independent  of  Nursing. 

Communicated  by  Samuel  A.  Shurtleff, 
M.D. 

Mrs.  E.  F.,  nf  a  healthy  family  and 
of  good  habits,  was  married  when 
about  20  years  of  age,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  year  was  delivered  of  a 
he:ilthy  nude  child,  without  any  un- 
usuh!  occurrence,  by  a  respectable 
physician,  who  had  for  years  attend- 
ed in  her  father''s  funily.  Her  re- 
covery was  as  favorable  as  common, 
except  that  she  suffered  severely  from 
sore  nipples,  on  account  of  which, 
what  with  lier  want  of  perseverance, 
and  the  indulgence  of  her  nurse,  they 
omitted  to  nurse  the  child,  and  it 
was  removed  from  her.  Her  milk, 
however,  continued  to  flow  freely  by 
the  use  of  shells,  so  as  to  give  her  no 
inconvenience.  Owing  to  her  long 
confinement  her  health  became  bad, 
but  the  flow  of  milk  continued  from 
the  left   breast,  although  tliat  of  the 


right  ceased.  It  was  expected,  as 
she  got  her  strength,  that  the  secre- 
tion of  milk  would  stop,  but  it  did 
not,  and  her  periodical  flow  did  not 
make  its  usual  appearance.  She  had 
continued  in  this  way  regularly  se- 
cretin;^ milk  from  the  left  breast,  with 
delicate  health,  for  three  years, 
when  I  saw  her,  which  was  on  ac- 
count of  severe  hemorrha'je  from  the 
gums,  which  she  has  had  several 
times  since,  from  the  least  scratch  or 
eruption  of  the  skin.  She  has  had 
several  attacks  of  sore  throat  with 
swelling  of  the  glands,  and  at  some 
times  a  sense  of  fulness  in  the  chest. 
She  is  generally  quite  well  as  to  her 
appetite  and  sleep.  She  has  at  this 
time  just  recovered  from  one  of  these 
glandular  swellings.  During  the  last 
summer,  from  taking  cold  she  had 
her  breast  suppurate  and  break  twice. 
She  has  been  principally  treated  with 
tonics,  such  as  bark,  wine,  porter, 
open  air,  exercise,  and  change  of 
residence. 

She  is  at  the  present  time  conva- 
lescent, and  secretes  less  milk  than 
formerly,  say  a  gill,  or  3  'v.  in  a  day. 
It  has  formerly  been  four  times  that 
amount.  She  has  been  under  the 
influence  of  the  tincture  of  cantha- 
rides  during  the  last  four  months,  and 
her  health  is  quite  good,  and  the 
glands  are  restored  to  their  usual 
elasticity  after  a  period  of  six  years,. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPT.  2,  1828. 
POISONOUS    SNAKE. 

We  give  the  following  extract  of 
a  letter  from  Dr.  H.  Conant,  of  Mau- 
mee,  relative  to  the  character  of  the 
blowing  snake  ;  which  it  seems  is  re- 
garded as  a  poisonous  reptile  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  We  are  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  scientific  name  or 
character  of  the  species,  and  should 
be  glad  of  any  information  with  re- 
gard to  it. 

I  have   for   some  time  had  an  in- 
tention of  coraraunicaiing  to  you  a  few 
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cases  that   occurred   in  my  practice, 
last  spring'.      Tliey  go    to  establisli  a 
fact,  that  I  had    before  much  doubt- 
ed, viz.,  the    venomous   character  of 
the  bK»\viiig  snake.     For  more  than 
eleven  years  I  have  practised  in  tliis 
country,  and  have  heard  many  stories 
of  death  produced  by    the  poisonous 
effusion  of  a   snake  said   to  be  quite 
frequent   here,  hut    which    I    do   not 
know  that    I   ever   saw  till  last  sum- 
mer.     The    lOtli   of  May   last  I  was 
called  to   visit    a   lad   of  15,  whom  I 
found   swollen    in    his    countenance, 
much  affected  with  nausea  and  giddi- 
ness, violent  pain  or   rather  soreness 
in  his  liuihs,  so  that  had  his  giddiness 
not  prevented  he  coidd   not  bear  his 
weight  upon  his  lesjs;  pulse  weak,  and 
finally    a    universal    prostration.       T 
immediately  pronounced  it  a  case  of 
poison,  but    from    what   cause   could 
not  conjecture.     An  emeiico-cathar- 
tic  was  administered,  to    be  followed 
with  carb.  ammon,     I  proceeded  on 
my  route,  and  called  at  a  house  about 
two    miles    further    from    home,    in 
which  I  found  a  man  of  40  years  of 
age    laboring    under    precisely   such 
sympton)s  as  above  described  in  the 
lad,  made  a  similar  prescription,  and 
continued    my    route   home  by  a  dif- 
ferent road  from  that  I  came  ;  conse- 
quently did  not  see  these  pntients  till 
next  d;iy,  when  going  to  see  them  I 
was  called  into  a  house    not  far  from 
the  residence  of  the  first,  to  see  a  girl 
of   14   yeHrs   of  age,  under    similar 
S3'mptoms  with  those  above  describ- 
ed, but  more  severe  ;  onex)f  her  eyes 
was  completely,  and  the  other  nearly 
closed  by  the  tumefaction,  which  ap- 
peared   of  a  vvfitery  kind.     In  addi- 
tion  to    the   medicines   given    to  the 
others,  I   gave   this   patient  freely  of 
ol.  oliv.    The  appearance  of  what  she 
brought  up  by  vomiting  resembled  in 
appearanue   a  solution    of  verdigris. 
Her   recovery    was   more  rapid  than 
that  of  either  of  the  others.     It  was, 
however,   several    weeks   before  the 
oedematous  swelling   left   the    limbs, 
through  which  it  gradually  extended. 
On  inquiry  I  ascertained,  that   about 
three  days   before  I   saw   these   pa- 


tients, they  had  all  of  them  been  ex- 
posed to  the  efliuviu  of  the  blowing 
snake.  The  man  had  killed  two. 
The  boy  and  girl  had  each  passed 
one,  at  the  distance  of  a  yard  or  so 
to  the  leeward.  A  native  French- 
man of  the  country,  who  says  he  lias 
before  witnessed  tiie  effects  of  these 
snakes,  would  not  believe  that  lliese 
were  affected  that  way.  For  he  says, 
those  blown  upon,  always  swell  and 
burst  open,  and  invariably  die.  The 
native  French  popidation  have  such 
a  dread  of  the  blowing  snake,  that 
they  will  not  venture  near  one  of  them. 
The  snake  is  about  2^  feet  long 
and  very  thick  in  proportion.  Its  color 
is  brown,  and  when  irritated  has  yel- 
lowish cheeks.  It  is  said,  that  during 
its  expiration,  a  yellowish  steam  is 
visible  issuing  from  its  mouth  to  the 
distance  of  several  inches,  but  I  know 
n-othing  of  it,  having  never  seen  a 
living  snake  of  the  kind. 

WEEKLY    KEPORT  OF  "DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 


Ending  Aug.  22,  ai  noon. 

Aug.  16. 

Sally  Teel, 

48  yrs. 

Thomas  Burton, 

24 

Lucy  Ross, 

59 

17. 

Susan  G.  Jackson, 

2 

Sarah  Tuctter, 

73 

Samuel  Baxter, 

39 

18. 

Mary  Jordan, 

27 

Clarenia  E.  Mitchell, 

16  mo. 

Lucy  Ann  Hunting, 

6 

Henry  F.  McGee, 

5 

Moses  S.  Tolman, 

10 

19. 

George  Vanevar, 

9 

George  P.  Lilley, 

22 

Hannah  Marston, 

28  yrs. 

Hovey, 

40 

Joseph  Gee, 

20 

Stephen  Annis, 

35 

Susan  B.  Otis, 

33 

Joshua  W.  Emmons, 

3  mo. 

21 

Francis  Martino, 

45  yrs. 

Daniel  C.  Kobinson, 

44 

lane  Denzie, 

17 

George  Dale, 

4  mo. 

Elizabeth  Rose, 

66  yrs. 

22 

Samuel  Hichborn, 

5  mo. 

Abiah  M.  Darrell, 

35- yrs 

William  Grover, 

16  mo. 

Mary  Croves, 

75  yrs. 

Francis  Waters, 

29 

Bilious  fever,  2 — cholera  infantum,  6 — con- 
sumption, 4 — childbed,  1 — dropsy,  3 — dysen- 
tery, 2 — inflammation  in  the  bowels,  1 — in- 
temperance, 1 — liver  complaint,  2 —old  age,  2 
— suicide,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 — unknown,  3. 
Stillborn.l.  Males,16— ffimales,  13.  Total,  29. 


464 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF 
HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 
rriHE  .MEDICAL  LECTURES  will  be- 
JL     ofiii  on  the  tliird   Wednesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, Mason-street,   Bost>'U. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warrex. 
Ckemisiry^  by  Dr.  Webster. 
Materia  Medica,  by  Dr.  Biget,ow. 
Midwifery    and   Medical    Jurisprudence, 

by  Dr.  Changing. 
Theory  and   Praciice  of  Physic,   by  Dr. 

Jackson. 

The  Lectures  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
The  Class  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Dr.  Jackson's  Clinical 
Lecture  on  the  Cases,  without  fees. — 
Separate  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Surgery  are  given  by  Dr.  Warren  without 
fees.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  which 
will  probably  afford  as  great  facilities  as 
can  be  desired,  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
at  any  school  in  the  United  States.  The 
use  of  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  College  may  be  obtained  during 
the  Course,  by  paying  one  dollar.  The 
Professor  of  Chemistry  will  receive  private 
pupils  for  instruction  in  the  Laboratory. 
-WALTER  CHANNING, 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

PRIZE  DISSERTATION 
On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liqtcors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  hody." 


In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre^ 
miums  may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
betbre  the  loth  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHxN  C.  WARREN,      ) 

ZABDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    \  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  ) 

A  dissertation  marked  "  Fans  el  Origo 
Mali,''''  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  of  newspapers  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9 

MEDICAL  LECTURES  OF   THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  VERMONT. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  will  begin  as 
usual  at  Burlington  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  September,  and  be  continued  four- 
teen weeks. 
Chemistry   and  Katural  Philosophy,    by 

George  W.  Bexedict,  A.  M. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Materia 

Medica,  and  Obstetrics,  by  W.  Sweet- 

ser,  M.  D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,    by   Benj.  Lik- 

coln,'M.  D. 

Each  Lecturer  will  enter  upon  his 
course  of  instruction  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term,  and  continue  till  its  close.  Four 
Lectures  will  be  delivered  daily. 

Terms — Forty  dollars  for  the  course, 
and  three  dollars  for  contingent  expenses. 

A  new  and  suitable  medical  building, 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  with  commodi- 
ous lecture  rooms,  will  be  in  readiness  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  class. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE  MEDICAL 
LECTURES. 

THE  Autumnal  Course  of  LECTURES 
at  Hanover  will  commence  on 
Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  next  September, 
and  continue  fourteen  weeks.  2w. 

Hanover,  August,  1828. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communii;ations  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  wuhin  tiireo  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspajiers. 
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No.  30. 


I. 

Some    Observations  on   Ulceration 
of  the  Kidneys,  icitli  Cases. 

By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 

The  disease  of  ulceration  of  the 
kidneys  is  of  not  unfrequent  oc- 
currence. There  is  an  obscurity 
in  the  symptoms  of  this  distressing 
complaint,  which  causes  it  to  be 
mistaken  for  disease  of  the  blad- 
der, or  of  the  urethra  :  and  to  the 
great  distress  and  even  destruc- 
tion of  the  patient,  the  treatment 
is  directed  to  the  urethra  or  blad- 
der instead  of  the  real  seat  of  the 
disease. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  dissi- 
pate the  obscurity  which  involves 
the  symptoms  of  this  affection. 
But  I  have  met  with  some  cases 
in  which  the  phenomena  were  ob- 
served with  considerable  care  ; 
and  their  causes  afterwards  veri- 
fied by  examination  of  the  dead 
body.  The  publication  of  these 
will  serve  to  call  the  attention  of 
others  to  the  subject  ;  and  lead  to 
the  discrimination  of  this  obstinate 
roraplaint. 
30 


I  will  first  state  the  cases,  and 
then  add  such  remarks  as  they 
may  suggest. 

The  first  of  these  cases  I  visit- 
ed in  consultation  with  my  friend, 
Dr.  J.  P.  Spooner,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  history  of  the  dis- 
ease and  dissection. 


Case  I. 


Mr. 


-,  aet.  29,  in  Feb., 


1823,  complained  of  passing  bloody 
urine.  This  occurred  in  greater 
or  less  quantity  every  day — gene- 
rally more  in  the  evening  than  in 
the  morning.  Sometimes  the  urine 
was  slightly  tinged;  at  other  times 
a  few  drops  of  blood  followed  the 
evacuation  ;  at  others  again  the 
whole  quantity  was  deeply  tinged, 
so  that  it  had  to  him  the  appear- 
ance of  pure  blood.  It  was  increas- 
ed after  drinking  of  vinous  and  spi- 
rituous liquors, — after  indulgence 
at  the  table, — after  long  sitting, 
as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing 
with  his  feet  raised  above  the  le- 
vel of  the  chair, — after  bodily  or 
mental  fatigue.  Occasionally  af- 
ter long  sitting,  or  after  having 
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passed  a  large  quantity  of  uiine, 
he  felt  a  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
kidneys.  With  the  exception  of 
some  symptoms  of  dyspepsia,  the 
bloody  urine  and  an  occasional 
pain  in  the  small  of  his  back,  were 
all  of  his  coMjplaints.  He  was  di- 
rected a  cathartic  of  pil.  aloes, 
and  colocynth  and  calomel, — a 
spare  diet, — the  constant  use  of  a 
decoction  of  uva  ursi, — and  tinc- 
ture of  sulphuric  acid.  For  a 
short  time  his  symptoms  seemed 
to  abate.  As  the  spring  opened, 
he  took  a  journey  to  the  south, 
which  was  of  benefit  to  his  gene- 
ral health,  but  was  of  no  ser- 
vice to  his  particular  difficulty. 
Through  the  summer  he  com- 
plained but  little,  but  in  the  au- 
tumn he  became  worse.  The 
urine  was  more  uniformly  bloody, 
he  often  passed  large  clots  of 
blood,  and  began  to  appear  ema- 
ciated. 

The  sulphate  of  copper  and  the 
acetate  of  lead  were  successively 
resorted  to,  but  as  they  both  dis- 
agreed with  the  stomach  and  bow- 
els, their  use  was  discontinued. 
In  December  two  issues  were 
made,  one  over  each  kidney.  The 
effect  of  these  issues  was  a  sud- 
den diminution  in  the  quantity  of 
urine  and  also  in  the  quantity  of 
blood  ;  but  a  new  symptom  now 
api)eared,  viz.,  a  pain  following 
the  discharge  of  urine.  An  appa- 
rent improvement  in  his  condition 
continued  for  several  months,  with 
the  exception  of  the  pain  just  al- 
luded to,  which  became  more  and 
more  troublesome. 

March  15th,  1824.  My  notes 
say  he  has  had  no  discharge  of 
blood  for  a  fortnight,  excepting  a 
slight  tinge  this  afternoon.  With- 
in the  last  week  he  has  had  a  pain 
attack  him  in  the  right  knee, 
which   passed    to   the    calf    and 


thence  to  the  knee  of  the  other 
leg.  His  bowels  are  still  liable 
to  derangement  from  slight  causes. 
The  issues  continue  to  discharge, 
although  they  are  smaller  than 
they  have  been.  April  1st.  As 
the  painful  affection  left  the  knee 
the  discharge  of  blood  returned. 
The  pain  of  passing  urine  is  now 
extreme,  and  is  often  accompani- 
ed with  tenesmus  to  such  a  degree 
that  it  sometimes  produces  invo- 
luntary discharge  of  the  faeces  ; 
followed  by  shortness  of  breath. 
Bowels  very  irregular ;  counte- 
nance pale  and  emaciated.  By 
the  advice  of  some  of  his  physi- 
cians he  sailed  to  day  for  Rich- 
mond. 

June  1st.  Returned  worse  ; 
dysuria  increased  ;  very  much 
emaciated  ;  constant  dry  cough  ; 
dithculty  in  respiration.  Gave 
him  squill  pills,  applied  leeches 
over  the  pubis,  and  on  going  to 
bed  gave  him  an  injection  of  flax- 
seed tea  and  laudanum. 

This  treatment  afforded  entire 
relief  to  his  pulmonary  complaints, 
and  very  much  mitigated  liis  other 
sufferings.  The  injection  was 
continued  nightly  for  a  long  time 
with  much  benefit.  But  as  the 
summer  advanced,  his  complaints 
became  worse.  Frequent  vomit- 
ings, with  severe  paroxysms  of 
pain,  seized  him,  his  legs  became 
cedematous,  and  he  was  constantly 
troubled  with  a  dribbling  of  urine, 
for  which  he  was  obliged  to  wear 
oiled  silk  bags  made  for  the  pur- 
pose. In  September  he  made  a 
short  visit  to  Nahant.  After  his 
return,  his  situation  was  truly  dis- 
tressing. He  would  be  seized 
several  times  in  the  course  of  an 
hour  with  excruciating  pains, 
which  seemed  almost  insupporta- 
ble ;  his  legs  were  painfully  dis- 
tended ;  and  he  rejected  with  dis- 
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tressing    retching    almost    every 

thing  he  took.  Nothing  could  be 
done  for  his  relief.  The  injec- 
tions of  laudanum  and  flaxseed  had 
lost  most  of  their  good  effects,  and 
there  was  this  objection  to  them 
that  they  seemed  to  increase  the 
irritability  of  the  stomach.  At  tiiis 
time,  whilst  I  was  assisting  him  in- 
to bed,  he  was  seized  with  one  of 
his  paroxysms.  I  immediately 
pressed  upon  the  small  of  the 
back  with  all  my  strength,  at  the 
same  time  passing  my  hands  up 
and  down.  This  gave  him  instan- 
taneous and  entire  relief.  I  con- 
tinued with  him  through  the  night, 
and  resorted  to  the  same  method 
whenever  he  had  warning  of  an 
approaching  paroxysm,  and  uni- 
formly with  relief. 

From  the  time  of  his  returning, 
(20th  of  Sept.)  from  Nahant,  he 
was  no  longer  able  to  attend  to 
his  business. 

By  rest  from  the  active  duties 
of  life,  and  by  resorting  to  the 
method  just  stated,  his  distress 
was  much  mitigated  ;  but  he  gra- 
dually declined  until  he  died,  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1824,  being 
twenty  months  from  the  time  of 
his  first  complaining. 

After  death  an  examination  was 
made  by  Drs.  Ware,  Doane,  and 
Wells.  The  right  kidney  was 
found  very  much  enlarged,  being 
twice  the  common  size,  and  of  an 
usually  light  color  ;  its  consistence 
not  much  altered.  The  left  kid- 
ney not  much  altered.  The  ure- 
ters were  much  distended.  The 
bladder  was  very  much  diseased, 
being  in  a  scirrhous  state,  in  some 
parts  an  inch  or  more  thick  ;  its 
cavity  of  course  much  diminished. 
The  state  of  the  bladder  account- 
ed for  the  distressing  paroxysms 
of  pain  which  he  suffered,  and 
which  resembled  the  severe  pains 


of  a  woman  in  labor,  more  than 
any  thing  to  which  I  could  com- 
pare them.  And  the  appearance 
of  the  bladder  reminded  me  of 
what  we  may  suppose  that  of  the 
uterus  to  be  soon  after  parturition. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  sto- 
mach and  intestines  was  also  much 
inflamed.  The  distention  of  the 
ureters  can  be  accounted  for 
from  the  state  of  the  bladder, 
which  presented  a  mechanical  ob- 
struction to  the  passage  of  the 
urine.  Whether  the  primary  'dis' 
ease  occurred  in  the  bladder  or 
kidneys,  it  seems  impossible  to  de- 
termine. But  from  the  order  of 
the  symptoms  I  have  been  inclined 
to  refer  it  to  the  kidneys. 

Case  11. 

This  case  I  saw  in  consultation 
with  Dr.  William  J.  Walker,  of 
Charlestovvn,  who  has  had  the 
goodness  to  favor  me  with  a  history 
of  the  case  and  to  send  me  the 
diseased  kidney.  He  has  added 
two  other  cases  of  remarkable  dis- 
ease in  this  same  organ. 

Mr.  L.  Lincoln,  a  married  man 
of  excellent  character,  correct 
habits,  forty  years  of  age,  by  trade 
a  sailmaker,  and  who  had  never 
been  affected  with  any  venereal 
complaints,  applied  to  me,  three 
years  since,  on  account  of  a  se- 
rious disease  of  the  urinary  .or- 
gans. He  informed  me  that  this 
disease  commenced  about  eight 
years  before  that  time,  and  could 
not  be  ascribed  to  any  palpable 
cause.  At  first  he  had  frequent 
■calls  to  pass  urine,  attended  with  a 
heat  and  itching  about  the  orifice 
of  the  urethra  and  glans  penis. 
This  dilTiculty  at  first  appeared 
to  yield  to  the  use  of  nitrous 
ether  and  laudanum,  combined 
with  mucilages.  This  relief  was, 
however,  only  momentary,  for  t!i« 
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complaint  returned  in  paroxysms, 
and  gradually  became  more  se- 
vere, until  it  destroyed  the  com- 
fort, health,  and  finally  the  life  of 
its  victim.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  my  attendance  I  noted 
the  following  symptoms.  He  was 
somewhat  wasted  in  flesh  ;  his 
countenance  was  anxious  ;  his 
pulse  and  skin  natural,  except 
when  suffering  from  a  paroxysm 
of  pain.  At  this  time  he  would 
sweat  freely,  yet  his  pulse  would 
be  but  little  altered  from  its 
healthy  state.  He  was  unable 
to  retain  his  urine  more  than  one 
or  two  hours,  and  never  voided 
more  than  from  four  to  six  ounces 
at  a  time.  The  urine  was  always 
clear,  never  deposited  a  sediment, 
never  contained  either  blood,  mu- 
cus or  pus,  and  always  appeared 
of  a  healthy  straw  color.  He 
now  had  a  constant  pain  at  the 
end  of  the  yard,  and  a  sense  of 
weight  about  the  rectum,  which 
frequently  induced  him  to  go  to 
stool  without  effect.  This  symp- 
tom was  not  dependent  upon  piles, 
for  on  examination  per  anum,  I 
detected  no  disease  of  the  anus, 
rectum,  or  prostate  gland.  His 
urine  frequently  stopped  suddenly 
during  its  excretion.  His  parox- 
ysms were  preceded  and  attended 
by  a  diminished  flow  of  urine,  and 
bis  relief  always  attended  by  a 
more  copious  flow  of  this  fluid. 
A  sound  introduced  into  the  blad- 
der came  in  contact  with  no  stone. 
Yet  when  its  point  was  directed 
to  a  certain  part  of  the  bladder, 
it  produced  a  sensation  of  touching; 
some  substance  harder  than  the 
coats  of  the  bladder,  but  without 
the  shock  which  is  felt  when  the 
sound  comes  in  contact  with  a 
stone.  The  introduction  of  the 
sound  gave  more  pain  than  is  usual 
with  others,  but  its  use,  and  even 


its  free  use,  was  not  followed  by 
protracted  pain,  bleeding,  or  any 
sensible  change  in  the  urine. 
From  the  difliculty  of  the  diagno- 
sis, I  was  induced  to  use  the 
sound  and  to  vary  its  form  more 
freely  than  I  should  have  done 
had  I  known  the  state  of  the  blad- 
der as  found  on  dissection.  Dur- 
ing his  paroxysms  of  suffering  he 
constantly  complained  of  the  most 
acute  pain  in  the  right  inguinal 
region.  This  spot  he  said  he 
could  cover  with  the  point  of  his 
finger.  His  gait  was  peculiar. 
He  walked  with  his  legs  wide 
apart,  swinging  forward  as  it  were 
first  one  side  of  the  body  and  then 
the  other,  without  flexing  the 
limbs,  so  as  not  to  jar  the  system. 
While  walking,  he  usually  had 
the  right  hand  in  his  trowsers, 
holding  the  penis.  His  body  was 
constantly  inclined  to  the  right 
side,  and  although  in  the  prime  of 
life  he  had  the  stoop  forward,  and 
every  way  the  motions,  of  a  man 
in  the  decrepitude  of  age.  As 
the  constitution  of  my  patient  was 
naturally  good,  his  digestive  or- 
gans in  perfect  state,  except 
when  interrupted  by  the  most 
agonising  pain  ;,  as  he  had  no  feb- 
rile symptoms,  and  as  all  his  suf- 
ferings had  reference  to  the  uri- 
nary apparatus  only,  he  received 
no  treatment,  save  only  such  as 
might  probably  obviate  or  miti- 
gate the  sufferings  which  he  en- 
dured. 

At  the  time  of  his  greatest  suf- 
fering he  was  three  times  bled  by 
leeches.  They  were  applied  in 
considerable  numbers  to  the  peri- 
neum and  the  skin  over  the  ex- 
ternal abdominal  ring.  After  each 
application  he  complained  of  more 
pain  than  ordinary,  and  said  the 
bleeding  hurt  him.  Of  the  truth 
of  bis  suffering  more  for  the  leech- 
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ing  I  am  by  no  means  certain  ;  I 
am,  however,  tliat  it  did  him 
no  good.  Saline  cathartics  were 
of  no  service,  if  we  except  soda 
and  Rochelle  powders,  when  they 
did  not  prove  too  operative.  Py- 
rola  umbeliata,  uva  ursi,  gum 
Arabic,  decoctions  of  mucilagi- 
nous seeds,  and  mucilaginous 
drinks,  generally  gave  some,  yet 
but  little  relief.  Nitrous  ether, 
nitrous  ether  and  oil  of  juniper, 
and  bals.  copaiva,  appeared  some- 
times of  service,  and  sometimes 
worse  than  useless.  Tonic  medi- 
cines were  always  prejudicial. 
Fomentations,  enemas,  and  all 
topical  applications,  failed  of  giv- 
ing relief.  Opium,  belladonna, 
and  conicum  maculatum,  did  no 
other  good  than  to  relieve  pain  for 
the  time.  As  to  diet,  stimulating 
food  did  harm.  Tender  succulent 
vegetables,  farinaceous  articles 
and  ripe  fruits,  proved  most 
friendly.  He  expressed  great 
relief  from  the  use  of  asparagus, 
berries,  milk,  &c.  Whenever 
his  sulTerings  intermitted  for  a 
time,  he  would  get  a  good  appe- 
tite and  increase  in  flesh  ;  but  a 
return  of  pain  would  soon  reduce 
him  to  his  former  state. 

Finally,  worn  down  by  pain,  and 
despondent,  he  yielded  himself  to 
quackery,  swallowed  the  infalli- 
ble potions,  and  gave  full  credit 
to  the  last  medicine  used  during 
a  paroxysm,  until  a  new  period  of 
pain  convinced  him  of  his  mistake. 
A  colliquative  diarrhoea  came  on, 
which  no  medicine  could  restrain, 
and  he  died. 

On  opening  the  body  I  found  no 
part  diseased  except  the  urinary 
organs.  By  removing  the  super- 
jacent parts,  the  kidney  appeared 
about  four  or  five  times  its  natu- 
ral size  ;  and  the  ureter,  through 
its  whole   course  as   large  as    a 


man's  thumb,  was  indurated, 
thickened,  and  apparently  short- 
ened. It  was  as  it  were  stretch- 
ed from  one  viscus  to  another, 
and  might  account  for  the  constant 
inclination  of  the  body  to  the  right 
side.  On  removing  the  kidney 
and  ureter  from  their  natural  situ- 
ation, I  found  their  cavities  not 
materially  enlarged.  The  in- 
crease of  size  arose  from  an  in- 
creased thickness  of  the  paren- 
chymatous substance  of  the  kid- 
ney and  the  coats  of  the  ureter. 
The  cavities  of  the  kidney  and 
ureter  were  in  a  state  of  suppu- 
ration. At  this  I  was  not  a  little 
surprised,  as  I  have  before  stated 
that  I  had  never  detected  in  the 
urine  either  blood,  pus  or  mucus. 
I  at  first  thought  that  the  ureter 
might  be  impervious,  but  by  using 
the  blowpipe,  air  passed  readily 
into  the  bladder  and  to  the  kid- 
neys. Here  then  we  had  an  ex- 
tensive suppurating  cavity  com- 
municating with  the  bladder,  and 
yet  until  within  a  i^ew  days  of  the 
patient's  death  no  matter  could 
be  found  in  the  urine.  I  say  until 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death  ; 
for  after  my  examination  I  learned 
of  his  wife  that  for  the  three  or 
four  last  days  of  his  life  his  urine 
looked  as  if  a  little  milk  had  been 
mixed  with  it.  Before  that  time 
I  can  answer  that  it  did  not  exist, 
as  I  was  in  the  habit  of  inspecting 
it  frequently,  and  had  enjoined  it 
upon  my  patient  to  save  for  ray 
own  eye  any  thing  deviating  from 
a  perfectly  natural  appearance  in 
this  excretion.  Here  sir  let  me 
ask,  when  did  this  suppuration 
commence  ?  Within  a  few  days 
of  the  patient's  death  ?  or  at  a 
much  earlier  period  ?  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  so  extensive  a  suppura- 
tion could  have  existed  in  these 
parts,  and  no  matter  be  detected 
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in  the  urine  ?   and  yet  can  it  be  to  examine  a  child  of  Mr.  Calvin 
possible  that  suppuration  had  not    Turner,  who  had  died  of  an  im- 
longer   existed  ?    considering  the  mense    tumor    in    the    abdomen, 
extent  of  disease,  and  the  almost    The  whole  body,  previous  to  any 
unequivocal  marks  of  protracted  dissection,  weighed  twenty-seven 
ulceration  and  suppuration   exhi-    pounds.      Having   laid    open    the 
bited   by  the  preparation  now  in  abdomen,  I  found  the   tumor  was 
your  possession.      On  turning  my  one   of  the  kidneys,  which,  when 
attention   to  the   bladder  itself,  I  removed    from    its      connexions, 
found   its  coats    remarkably   thin  weighed    fourteen   pounds,   being 
and  weak,    so  much  so  that  in  en-  one  pound  more  than   the  residue 
deavoring  to  separate  it  from  the  of  the  body.     On  opening  this  kid- 
circumjacent  cellular  membrane,  ney,  I  found   its  upper   extremity 
my  fingers  passed  through  into  its  had  degenerated  into  a  lirm  white 
cavity.   In  other  cases  of  contrac-  substance,    almost    cartilaginous, 
lion  of  the  size  of  the  bladder,   I  but  becoming  less  white  and  less 
believe  the   coats    of  this   organ  hard  as  it  approached   the  middle 
are  thickened  and  strong  ;  at  least  part,  where   it  had  the  color  and 
it  has  been  so  with  all  those  cases  natural  appearance  of  the  paren- 
which  have   come    to   my   know-  chymatous  substance  of  the  kidney 
ledge.      The   mucous  membrane  in  a   natural   state.     The   whole 
was  changed  from  its  natural  ap-  structure  of  this  tumor  resembled 
pearance  to  a   smooth  substance,  very  nearly   a  natural  kidney,  al- 
covered    by  minute  granular  shin-  lowance   being  made   for   its  im- 
ing  points,  which  felt  to  the  finger  mense  size.     From    its   tubuli    I 
almost  as  hard  as  cartilage.     The  pressed   out  urine  having  all  the 
indurated  part  struck  by  the  sound  sensible  properties  of  that  fluid, 
proved  to  be  the  end  of  the  ureter  Urine  was  also  found  in  the  pelvis 
where  it  enters  the  bladder.  The  of  the  kidney,  and  in  the  ureter, 
sensation   communicated    to    the  What  the  symptoms  were  which 
fingers   by   touching  this   part   of  attended   this   case  I  cannot  say, 
the   bladder  with   the  sound,  the  as  I  never  saw  the  patient  until  I 
fact  that  the  pain  was  piincipally  was  called  upon   to  make  the  dis- 
in  that  place,  and  the  difficulty  of  section.     I  learned  from  Governor 
the  diagnosis,  led  me  to  the  belief  Brooks,  however,  that   this   was 
that  there  might  be  a  stone  either  the  third  case  of  a  similar  disease 
impacted  in  the  ureter  or  encyst-  which  had  occurred  in  his  exten- 
ed  in  this  part  of  the  bladder.   On  sive   practice,  and   that   so  little 
viewing  the  smallness  of  the  blad-  did    the   symptoms    point    to   the 
der  and  the   tenuity  of  its  coats,  precise  nature  of  the  disease,  that 
and     reflecting    on   the    freedom  in  one   case  the   spleen  was  sup- 
with  which   I  had  used  the  sound  posed   the   part   diseased,  and  in 
in  this  case,  I   could  but   be  sur-  the  other  no  satisfactory  diagnosis 
prised  that  the   point   of  this   in-  could  be  formed  till  after  dissec- 
strument  had  not  done  irreparable  tion. 
mischief.  Case  IV. 

Case  III.  About  eleven  years  since  I  was 

In  the  year   1815   I    was   re-  requested  to  visit  a  Mr.  Bailey, 

quested   by    my    preceptor    and  living  in  Tevvksbury.     The  mes- 

friend,  (the  late  Governor  Brooks)  senger  who  called  on  me,  (himself 
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a  medical  man,)  wished  me  to  go 
prepared  to  perform  an  operation 
upon  a  large  tumor  situated  upon 
the  patient's  left  side,  and  which 
Was  supposed  to  be  a  suppuration 
of  the  spleen.  On  arriving  at  ray 
patient's  house,  I  found  a  number 
of  medical  men  who  had  convened 
to  consult  on  the  case,  and  to  give 
assistance  in  any  operation  which 
might  be  deemed  expedient.  We 
found,  by  examining  the  side,  a 
large  tumor,  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  pointing  in  two  differ- 
ent places.  The  one  was  near 
the  margin  of  the  false  ribs,  about 
four  inches  from  the  ensiform  car- 
tilage, and  the  other  about  four 
inches  from  the  first  in  a  line  to- 
ward the  posterior  spinous  process 
of  the  ileum.  The  skin  over 
these  points  appeared  reddish,  and 
the  parts  thinner  than  at  any  oth- 
er places.  No  one  doubted  that 
he  felt  fluctuation  at  these  points, 
and  even  that  fluctuation  could  be 
felt  in  the  one  by  tapping  on  the 
other.  The  operation  had  been 
proposed  to  the  patient  by  highly 
respectable  gentlemen  who  had 
visited  him  previous  to  myself. 
All  present  thought  it  necessary. 
The  patient  and  his  wife  ardently 
wished  it  done,  expecting  that  a 
discharge  of  matter  would  give 
great  relief.  As  the  operation 
devolved  upon  me,  and  as  I  was 
at  that  time  young  in  the  profes- 
sion, I  went  alone  into  my  patient's 
room,  that  I  might  examine  the 
case  a  little  more  carefully.  This 
second  thought  proved  fortunate 
for  me,  for  by  engaging  the  man 
in  conversation,  by  altering  his  po- 
sition in  bed,  by  having  his  legs 
raised,  while  I  made  my  investi- 
gations, and  by  similar  manoeu- 
vers,  I  convinced  myself  that 
what  appeared  to  be  fluctuation 
might  be  only  the  slipping  of  a  tu- 


mor under  the  parietes  of  the  ab- 
domen. Suspicion  being  roused, 
I  pursued  my  inquiries  until  I  was 
fully  convinced  that  the  safety  of 
the  surgeon  as  well  as  of  the  pa- 
tient required  forbearance.  Per- 
haps the  countenance  of  my  pa- 
tient, and  his  extreme  emaciation, 
assisted  me  in  the  diagnosis.  The 
countenance  was  that  of  a  man 
laboring  under  incurable  visceral 
disease  ;  an  appearance  which  I 
will  not  undertake  to  describe, 
but  which  the  attentive  observing 
practitioner  will  readily  know, 
after  having  once  seen  it.  I  had 
now  got  myself  into  trouble,  for 
the  patient  and  his  wife  insisted 
on  having  the  operation  done,  say- 
ing he  could  only  die,  and  that 
this  operation  constituted  his  only 
hope.  In  addition  to  this,  some 
of  ray  medical  friends  could  not 
easily  give  up  their  preconceived 
opinions.  They  quoted  my  words 
just  given,  that  there  was  fluctua- 
tion in  the  tumor.  Finally,  with 
much  difficulty,  I  persuaded  my 
patient  and  friends  that  it  might 
be  better  to  wait  two  or  three 
weeks  and  to  have  the  opening 
made  at  that  time,  if  he  should 
still  wish  it,  and  if  it  should  then 
appear  feasible.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  left  my  patient, 
satisfied  I  had  established  a  repu- 
tation for  timidity,  and  equally 
satisfied  that  I  had  found  in  my 
composition  so  much  of  that  better 
part  of  valor  called  discretion. 

In  a  short  time  this  man  died. 
His  body  was  examined  by  my 
much  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Rufus 
Wyman.  The  tumor  proved  to 
be  the  kidney;  was  greatly' en- 
larged ;  had  formed  no  adhesions 
with  the  peritoneum  opposite 
where  it  had  pointed  ;  was  so  soft 
in  its  texture  that  those  present 
thought  it  contained  a  fluid  until  it 
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was  removed  from  the  body  and  earlier  months,  but  still  more  fre- 
opened.  This  opening  proved  it  quent  in  the  middle  and  later  pe- 
to  be  of  a  soft  spongy  nature,  and  riods  of  pregnancy, 
was  thought  by  Dr.  VVyman  to  be  As  in  those  cases  where  the 
of  the  nature  of  fungus  hasmato-  discharge  of  blood  from  the  uterus 
des.  This  however  was  not  all,  is  sparing,  it  is  always  proper, 
for  the  colon,  in  a  distended  state,  when  the  discharge  becomes  co- 
passed  directly  over  the  two  pro-  pious,  that  the  patient  be  placed 
jecting  points,  in  such  a  manner  as  in  the  recumbent  posture,  and 
to  have  been  infallibly  opened  by  that  she  be  kept  perfectly  still  ; 
any  incision  into  the  tumor.  nor,  if  she  lie  in  a  very  small 
As  this  case  had  been  attended  room,  or  in  a  confined  situation, 
by  highly  respectable  practition-  provided  the  strength  will  allow, 
ers,  and  as  the  urinary  secretions  ought  we  to  neglect  her  removal 
and  excretions  had  been  so  well  to  a  larger  and  more  airy  apart- 
performed  as  not  to  point  out  the  ment,  for  the  stimulus  of  heat  has 
part  diseased,  may  we  not  consi-  an  obvious  tendency  to  keep  up 
der  the  following  corollaries  as  the  bleeding, 
established,  viz.,  that  great  and  Again,  in  those  cases  where  the 
even  fatal  disease  may  exist  in  discharge  from  the  uterus  has 
the  urinary  apparatus,  and  yet  not  been  copious,  as  in  the  more  spar- 
be  discoverable  by  any  known  ing  discharges,  you  are  not  to 
symptoms,  and  that  a  disease  or  neglect  the  administration  of  nou- 
irritation  existing  in  one  part  of  rishmerit.  Nourishment  the  pa- 
said  appaiatus,  may  produce  tient  can  scarcely  take  with  ad- 
symptoms  of  disease  in  any  other  vantage,  provided  the  large  gush- 
part  of  the  same.  es  of  blood  are  still  upon  her;  but 
(To be  continued.)  it  happens  generally,  in  the  cases 

under  consideration,  that  after  one 

jj  or  two  large  gushes,  one,  two,  or 

^        ,    ,  more  pints  of  blood  escaping,  the 

From  the  London  Lancet.  *  •      \    •    i      •    ^  ^    .       i      •^ 

patient  smks  into  a  state  approach- 
On  P/ooc/mo-. — From  Lectures  de-    ing   deliquium,    a   small   drain  of 
livered  at  Guy's  Hospital,  blood  alone  remaining  ;  and  under 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell.  these  circunistances   nourishment 

^    ,.      ,.         ,.,  may   be   administered  with  a  fair 

Continued  from  p.  4oo.  •'  ,      /.       ,  rxr. 

prospect  o(  advantage.     Often,  it 

Management  of  the  more  copious  is  true,  the  digestive   powers  are 

Floodings.—\i    was    observed   to  in  great  measure  lost  ;  but  gene- 

you  in  a  former   lecture,  that  we  rally,  I   conceive,  a  part   of  the 

sometimes  meet  with  cases  of  the  food  is  digested,  and   contributes 

earlier     months,     especially,     in  more  or   less  to   the  formation i)f 

which    the    discharge    from    the  chyle  and  blood,  in  quantities  not 

womb  is  sparing  ;  but  in  practice,  to  be   despised   when   the  patient 

we  also  meet  with  another  variety  is  endangered  by  inanition. 
of  the   disease,  that,  I   mean,    in        In  the  earlier  monflis  of  preg- 

which   the   discharge   of  blood  is  nancy,    where    the    discharge    of 

more  copious,  more  dangerous,  and  blood  is   small,  the  oil  of  tuipen- 

morc;jer^macwws— a  sort  of  bleed-  tine  is  recommended,  on  aulhori- 

ing  occurring  occasionally  in  the  ties  in  matters  of  experience  weil 
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deserving  our  deference.  By 
Denraan,  and  others,  this  same  oil 
is  recommended  in  the  more  ob- 
stinate cases  of  flooding,  now  un- 
der consideration  ;  and  although  I 
have  not  myself  tried  the  oil  suf- 
ficiently often  to  enable  me  per- 
sonally to  vouch  for  its  efficacy, 
yet  on  the  whole,  from  the  expe- 
riments which  I  have  made  with 
it,  the  impression  left  on  my  mind 
is  favorable  to  its  powers.  I 
have  told  you  already,  that  the 
quantity  which  different  stomachs 
will  bear  is  exceedingly  diversifi- 
ed :  from  half  an  ounce  to  an 
ounce  in  the  course  of  twenty-four 
hours  may  be  considered  as  an 
average  dose;  sometimes  you  may 
exceed  this,  and  so.metimes  even 
a  smaller  daily  quantity  will  be 
rejected  by  the  stomach.  A 
drachm  or  two  at  once  may  be 
administered,  floating  on  distilled 
water,  a  form  less  off'ensive  than 
that  of  emulsion,  sometimes  re- 
commended. 

Further,  when  there  are  large 
discharges  of  blood  from  the  ute- 
rus, the  patient  being  prone  to 
sink  into  a  state  of  asphyxia,  it 
may  then,  no  doubt,  become  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  the  action  of 
the  heart  by  stimuli,  (spirits  more 
especially,)  administered  in  a 
manner  which  I  shall  hereafter 
prescribe  ;  but  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  are  persuaded  that  the 
faintness  is  fugacious,  beware  of 
rousing  the  patient  too  hastily. 
Of  the  vascular  action  a  certain 
degree  of  reduction  is  safe  and  to 
be  wished  for  in  these  cases,  be- 
cause, under  this  faintness,  the 
stream  of  blood  loses  its  impetuosi- 
ty, and  the  inherent  disposition  to 
concretion  is  augmented,  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  passing  through  the 
vessels  in  a  given  time,  and  conse- 
quently the  quantity  of  blood  in  a 


given  time  discharged  from  these 
vessels,  when  torn  open,  being 
smaller  in  consequence  ;  and  on 
all  these  accounts,  if  the  faintness 
be  not  very  great,  it  is  to  be  look- 
ed upon  as  a  natural,  and  very 
powerful,  and  very  desirable  re- 
medy, for  staunching  the  dis- 
chai'ge. 

In  flooding  from  the  uterus,  con- 
siderable advantage  appears  to  be 
derived  from  the  use  of  lead  taken 
into  the  stomach,  or  administered 
by  the  rectum.  To  omit  less 
weighty  authorities,  this  remedy 
Dr.  Haighton  used  to  mention  with 
great  commendation,  conceiving 
that  he  had  himself  used  it  with 
decided  advantage.  If  you  make 
trial  of  the  lead,  it  is  in  the  larger 
doses  you  should  employ  it,  the 
quantity  being  from  four  to  six 
grains  of  the  super-acetate  in  the 
course  of  twenty-four  hours  ;  six 
grains  being  a  "  large  daily  dose," 
and  four  grains  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  a  dose  more  moderate. 
With  respect  to  the  mode  of  ad- 
ministration, it  may  either  be  dis- 
solved in  distilled  vinegar,  with  a 
proper  mixture  of  distilled  water, 
or  it  may  be  formed  into  pills. 
And  as  the  lead  sometimes  offends 
the  bowels,  giving  rise  to  very 
severe  spasms  there,  endeavors 
may  be  made  to  correct  this  evil, 
by  the  conjunction  of  the  lead  with 
opium.  To  two  grains  of  the  su- 
per-acetate, add  half  a  grain  of 
opium,  to  be  formed  into  a  pill,  and 
this  the  patient  may  take  two  or 
three  times  a  day  ;  or  again,  to 
five  grains  of  the  super-acetate  of 
lead,  add  60  drops  of  the  tinctu/e 
of  opium,  three  ounces  of  distilled 
vinegar,  and  the  same  quantity  of 
distilled  water,  mixing  and  dissolv- 
ing; the  patient  afterwards  taking, 
four  times  a  day,  one  quarter  part 
for  a  dose.     The  lead,  though  re- 
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puted  a  powerful  medicine,  espe- 
cially where  there  is  a  tendency 
to  draining,  is,  it  must  be  acUnow- 
ledged,  an  unwieldy  sort  of  reme- 
dy,— a  kind  of  elephant  in  the 
battle.  For  this  reason,  the  lead 
ought  not  to  be  used,  unless  the 
case  seems  peremptorily  to  re- 
quire the  more  active  treatment. 
It  is  not  on  every  occasion  that  I 
would  advise  you  to  sit  down,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  to  prescribe 
the  super-acetate.  If,  however, 
you  find  the  discharge  copious  and 
dangerous,  and,  above  all,  degene- 
rating into  obstinate  drainings  ;  if, 
to  use  a  strong  expression,  death 
stare  the  patient  in  the  face,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  the  ac- 
tive use  of  the  lead  might  be  re- 
commended, and  I  think  you  would 
be  fully  justified  in  giving  those 
large,  and  somewhat  dangerous, 
daily  doses,  of  which  the  measure 
was  before  given. 

Under  the  action  of  lead,  a  pa- 
ralytic affection,  alTecting  the 
brachial  muscles,  is  liable  to  be 
produced,  occasioning  a  weakness 
of  the  wrist,  denominated  the  dan- 
gles. In  painters,  and  those  whose 
occupations  lead  them  to  handle 
the  more  active  forms  of  the  lead, 
this  obstinate  paralysis  is  now  and 
then  produced.  Whether  the  in- 
ternal use  of  the  lead  have  the 
same  efi'ect,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  decide  ;  but  I  never  saw  or 
heard  of  a  single  case  of  flooding 
or  other  bleeding,  where,  under 
the  use  of  the  super-acetate,  this 
distressing  disease  has  threatened 
the  patient  ;  and  although  I  con- 
ceive that  this  fact  ought  to  put 
you  on  your  guard,  there  is  no 
reason  why  you  should  be  intimi- 
dated or  deterred  by  it.  Colica 
pictonum  is  certainly  produced, 
Boraetimes  by   the  lead  in  larger 


doses;  a  very  severe  pain  extend- 
ing itself  along  the  bowels,  as  the 
lead  makes  its  way  through  them, 
harassing  the  patient  much,  but 
lasting  a  few  hours  only.  From 
20  to  30  grains  of  the  compound 
extract  of  colocynthis,  with  2  or 
3  or  4  grains  of  opium,  is  a  useful 
remedy  in  these  cases  ;  or  provid- 
ed you  deem  the  pain  to  be  seated 
principally  in  the  larger  bowels, 
an  ounce  of  the  oleum  ricini.^  and 
half  a  drachm,  or  a  drachm  by 
measure,  of  the  tincture  of  opium, 
may  be  injected  into  the  bowels 
with  advantage. 

Where  the  lead  is  given  with 
due  caution  in  the  larger  doses,  it 
may  be  given  in  safety  ;  but  you 
may  ask  me,  in  what  do  these 
cautions  consist  ?  If  you  are  ad- 
ministering the  lead  largely,  you 
should  observe  the  bleeding,  and 
if  you  have  eifectually  stopped  it, 
let  the  lead  be  laid  aside.  Active 
and  dangerous  as  the  remedy  is,  a 
single  dose  more  than  seems  to  be 
justified  by  the  urgency  of  the 
Hooding,  ought  not  to  be  adminis- 
tered. When  tlie  lead  is  adminis- 
tered, watch  ;  if  intestinal  pains 
are  not  produced,  it  is  well  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you 
find  severe  pains  in  the  bowels, 
the  remedy  should  be  laid  aside, 
for,  under  these  circumstances, 
its  continuance  is  not,  perhaps, 
wholly  unattended  wilh  danger. 
Again,  in  administering  the  lead, 
you  ought  to  bear  in  mind,  as  yoii 
proceed,  the  aggregate  quantity 
which  may  have  been  already  giv- 
en. Till,  from  your  own  expe- 
rience, you  find  that  more  may  be 
safely  administered,  do  not  rashly 
exceed  the  aggregate  of  20  or  30, 
or,  at  most,  30  or  40  grains  of  the 
super-acetate,  relinquishing  the 
further  use  of  the  remedy  if  these 
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quantities  are  inadequate  to  afford 
relief.  So  that  by  not  exceeding 
a  certain  ajrgregate,  which  may 
be  fixed  by  your  own  observations, 
by  relinquishing  the  lead  as  soon 
as  intestinal  spasms  become  mani- 
fest, by  refraining  fiorn  the  further 
use  of  the  remedy,  as  soon  as  the 
bleeding  is  efifectualiy  checked, 
however  small  tlie  quantity  which 
may  have  been  administered,  you 
secure  to  yourselves,  I  think,  the 
active  use  of  the  remedy  wiihout 


its  danger. 


(To  be  continued.) 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPT.  9,  1828. 

BOSTON     MEDICAL    DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  July,  1S28. 

During  the  first  decade  the  weather 
was  warm,  pleasant,  and  for  the  most 
part  clear.  After  the  10th  it  was 
very  changeful  :  the  heat  of  the  day 
was  at  times  oppressive  ;  and  show- 
ers, with  much  lightning;  and  tiuinder, 
were  very  frequent.  Rain  fell  every 
day,  except  three,  between  the  10th 
and  27ih,  and  the  five  last  days  of 
this  space  were  excessively  hot. 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of  cases,  65. 
Arthrosia  chronica 

do.  hydarthrus  atonica 

Bex  convulsiva 
do.  sicca      -  -         - 

Cholera  biliosa 
Colica  -         -         -         - 
Diarrhoea       -  -  - 

Dysenteria     -  -  - 

Dys()epsia       -         -         - 
Ecthyma  luridum    - 
Erysipelas      -  -  - 

Gastritis  -  _         _ 

Haemoptysis  entonica 
Helminthia  alvi  lumbricoides 
Impetigo  sparsa 


Of 


Odontia  dentitionis  -  4 

Ophtl)almia  ectropiura  -  1 

Paramenia  emansio  -  1 

do.          ptofusa  -  1 

do.         snppressio  -  3 

Parturitio        -          -  -  3 

Phlegmone  communis  -  2 

do.            labia?    -  -  1 

Pleuralgia  chronica  -  1 

Pleuritis          -          -  -  I 

Pneumonitis  notha  -  -  3 

Prurigo            -          -  -  3 

Synoclms        -         -  -  7 

Ulcus    -          -          -  -  1 

Vulnus  -         -         -  -  2 

Of  the  above  cases  3G  were  adults; 
29  under  puberty  :  34  females  ;  31 
males. 

The  acute  diseases  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal  have  been  of  a  mild 
character,  and  tiie  greater  part  pre- 
senting only  local  svmpton)s,  and 
attended  with  litlle  constitutional 
derangement. 

The  cases  of  Synochus  were 
generally  mild,  and  were  all  con- 
nected with  irritation  or  inflammation 
of  the  stomach  and  intestines. 

The  case  of  Chorea,  which  was 
reported  the  last  month,  occurred  in 
a  girl  aged  13  3'ears,  of  a  weak  con- 
stitution. It  commenced  with  irre- 
gular and  involuntary  action  of  the 
ninscles  of  the  head  and  face,  and 
more  particularly  those  of  the  mouth; 
the  hands  and  arms  were  next  afl'ect- 
ed,  and  finally  the  muscles  of  the 
trunk  and  lower  extremities.  The 
patient  would  frequently  fall  when 
attempting  to  walk.  The  appetite 
was  but  little  impaired,  and  the  bow- 
els generally'  were  regular.  Brisk 
purgatives  were  employed,  and  af- 
terwards the  carb.  ferri  in  large  doses, 
without  any  apparent  improvement. 
The  mode  of  treatment  was  then 
adopted  which  has  been  recommend- 
ed by  jM.  Serres,  of  Paris.  This 
celebrated  anatomist,  having  observed 
that  injuries  of  the  tubercula  qua- 
drigemina  in  animals  produced  a  ro- 
tatory motion,  and  spasmodic  action 
of  the  muscles,  somewhat  similar  to 
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those  seen  in  chorea,  concluded  that 
inflammation  of  this  portion  of  the 
encephalon  was  the  proximate  cause 
of  many  cases  of  chorea.  This  liy- 
pothesis  was  confirmed  by  post-mor- 
tem examinations  of  those  who  died 
laboring  under  this  affection,  in  whom 
he  found  these  parts  in  a  stale  of  in- 
flammation, or  otherwise  diseased. 
The  treatment  he  recommends,  and 
which  he  has  successfully  employed, 
consists  in  the  local  abstraction  of 
blood,  and  the  long  continued  appli- 
cation of  blisters  to  the  back  of  the 
neck.  In  the  case  we  aie  relating, 
the  debility  of  the  palient  counter- 
indicated  the  loss  of  blood  :  a  large 
blister  was  applied  high  on  the  neck, 
and  kept  freely  discharging  by  the 
ung.  ant.  tart.  In  three  days  the 
convulsive  motions  of  the  face  had 
entirely  ceased,  and  the  hands  and 
arms  soon  becan)e  free  from  them.  In 
twelve  days  after  this  treatment  was 
commenced,  the  patient  had  entire 
command  of  all  the  voluntary  mus- 
cles, and  could  walk  as  well  as  ever. 
Six  weeks  have  elapsed  since  reco- 
very, and  no  return  of  the  disease 
has  been  manifested. 

J.  W.  McKean. 


EASTEKN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  100:  of 

these, 3  were  puerperal;  100 — 3=97 
cases  requiring  medical  or  surgical 
treatment.     Of 

Abortus           -          -  -  2 

Anetus  tertianus      -  -  3 

Arthrosia  acuta        -  -  1 

do.          chronica  -  1 

Asthma  humiclum    -  -  1 

BlenorrhcEa  luodes  -  -  2 

Bronchlemmitis        -  -  1 

Catarrhus       -          -  -  1 

Cauma             -         -  -  3 

Causis  -          -          -  -  2 

Cholera  biliosa        -  -  8 

Diarrlioea  biliosa     -  -  5 

do.           fusa         -  -  1 

do.          mucosa  -  -  1 

do.           serosa     -  -  1 

Dysenteria     -          -  -  2 

Dyspepsia       .         -  -  3 


Epanetus  mitis        -  -  1 

Epilepsia        -         -  -  1 

Gastritis  -         -  -  4 

Gastroduodenitis    -  -  1 

Hehninthia  alvi  lumbric.  1 

do.  podicis  ascarid.  1 

Ilydarthrus    -         -  -  1 

Icterus  choloeus      -  -  1 

do.      hepaticus    -  -  2 

Impetigo  sparsa      -  -  1 

Odonlia  dentiiionis  -  1 

do.       dolorosa    -  -  1 

Ophthalmia  glutinosa  -  3 

do.         chronica  -  1 

Paracusis  obtusa     -  -  1 

Paralysis  rachialgica  -  2 

Paramenia  suppressio  -  2 

do.  difficilis  -  1 

Paronychia    -  -  -  2 

Phlegmone  communis  -  1 

do.  niamnice  -  1 

Phthisis  .  -  -  1 

Plethora  entonica  -  -  1 

Pleurilis  -  -  -  1 

Pneumonitis  vera    -  -  2 

Porrigo  favosa         -  -  2 

Psoriasis  guttata      -  -  1 

Roseola  -         -  -  1 

Scabies  purulenta   -  -  1 

Sirenmia         -         -  -  1 

Strophulus  confertus  -  1 

Synociuis        -  -  -  7 

Systremma     -         -  -  1 

Typhus  -  -  -  2 

Ulcus    -         -         -  -  3 

Varicella        -  -  _  4 

The  patients  under  puberty  were 
0.31  ;  adult  females  furnished  .48  of 
the  cases  of  acute  disease. 

.07  of  the  medical  cases  were  of 
bronchial  and  pulmonary  disease  ; 
.36  were  disorders  of  the  digestive 
organs. 

In  the  fevers  of  this  month  the 
cerebral  derangements  were  as  great 
as  in  those  of  the  last,  and  the  gas- 
trofhiteric  disorder  was  more  urgent. 

All  the  cases  of  diarrli<sa  occurred 
in  infants.  The  cases  of  cholera, 
except  two,  were  in  adults;  the  in- 
troduction of  some  improper  article 
of  food  or  drink,  whether  alcohol  or 
cold  water,  might  be  recognised  as 
the  exciting  cause  in  them  all.     Dif- 
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ference  of  diet  probably  produced 
the  diversity  in  the  enteric  diseases  of 
infants  and  of  adults,  both  of  whom 
were  subjected  to  like  atmospheric 
influences. 

Tlie  paralysis  occurred  in  paint- 
ers, and  one  of  the  cases  succeeded 
to  a  colic  of  a  week's  dination.  A 
warm  bath,  and  brisk  purging  by  hy- 
drarg.  submur.  and  magncs.  sulphat. 
being  premised,  the  cure  was  attempt- 
ed by  the  nitrate  of  silver  given  in 
gradually  increasing  doses,  beginning 
with  three  grains  thrice  a  day  on  au 
empty  stomach.  The  formula  was  a 
pill  made  up  with  bread  or  with  ex- 
tract of  butternut.  This  medicine 
was  continued  for  a  fortnight,  and 
the  dose  was  raised  during  the  last 
days  of  its  exhibition  to  4^  grains 
four  times  a  day  in  one  of  the  cas<;s. 
The  only  perceptible  effects  were 
increase  of  appetite,  removal  of  cos- 
tiveness,  and  restoration  of  color  to 
the  cheeks  and  lips.  These  patients 
are  still  under  treatment. 

J.  G.  Stevexson. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT. 

Whole   number   of  cases,    54.       Of 

Anetus  qiintid.  -         -  1 

Arthrosia  acut.  -         -  3 

Catarrhns         -  -          -  3 

Cephalaea        -  -         -  1 

Cholera           -  -         -  3 

Colica    -         -  -         -  9 

CoMtusio          -  ■         -  3 

Diarrhoea        -  -         -  5 

Dysenteria      -  -         -  2 

Dyspepsia        -  -          -  7 

Emesis  -         -  -         -  3 

Enecia   -          -  -          .  1 

Erythema        -  -         -  1 

Haemoptysis  -  -         -  1 

Hepatitis          -  -          .  2 

Hysteria           -  _          -  1 

OphiiiHlmia     -  -         -  3 

Paralysis          -  -         -  1 

Paronychia     -  -         -  1 

Paruria  diff.    -  -          -  1 

Urticaria          -  -          -  1 

Several  cases  of  a  chronic  charac- 
ter, which  however  came  under  treat- 


ment  during   the  month,  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  estimate. 

Two  of  the  cases  reported  as  Co- 
lica occurred  during  the  hot  weather, 
and  were  brought  on  by  the  impru- 
dent use  of  cold  water.  In  one  of 
these  the  patient  was  found  in  a  tor- 
pid slate,  approaching  to  coma  ;  the 
pulse  was  full  and  liard,  the  f;ice 
somewhat  flushed,  and  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  skin  augmented.  There 
was,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained, 
a  sense  of  great  oppression  at  the 
stomach,  but  not  pain.  He  was 
much  relieved  by  venesection,  after 
which  he  slept  quietly,  and  awoke 
well  at  the  end  of  seven  or  eight 
hours.  E.  G,  Davis. 


•WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole  number   of  cases,    63.       Of 

Arthrosia         -  -  -  3 

AsthiDa  -  -  -  1 

Bex  humida    -  -  -  1 

Ceph;il£ea  naus.  -  -  1 

Cholera  bilios.  -  -  14 

Colica    -         -  -  -  2 

Concussio  cerebri    -  -  1 

Contusio  -  .  -  4 

C<iprost.  const.  -  -  1 

Diarrhoea        -  -  -  11 

Dysenteria      -  -  -  1 

Enecia   -         -  -  -  7 

E.  erysipelas  -  -  -  1 

Ex.  prurigo     -  -  -  5 

Ecp.  porrigo  -  -  -  1 

Emp.  pleuritis  -  -  2 

L.  dyspepsia   -  -  -  1 

Paramen.  obstr.  -  -  2 

Parturitio         -  -  -  2 

Proctica  marisca  -  -  1 

Venenum  a  centipeda  -  1 

The  subject  of  the  last  case  in  the 
report  was  a  truckman,  41  vears  of 
age,  of  debilitated  habit.  When  en- 
gaged in  discharging  dry  southern 
hides  from  a  vessel,  he  was  bitten 
just  above  the  ankle  by  a  centipede. 
This  happened  about  4  o'clock,  P. 
M.  I  first  saw  him  at  10  o'clock, 
evening  ;  found  the  leg,  from  the  an- 
kle to  the  knee,  moderately  sv.'ollen 
and  painful ;  pain  comraenced  at  the 
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part  bitten,  and  had  gradually  ex- 
tended tliroiiglj  the  I'uiih  to  the  pel- 
vis. There  was  no  symptomatic  dis- 
turbance of  the  system.  Was  di- 
rected to  iceep  tlie  limb  covered  with 
cloths  kept  wet  with  pure  aqua  am- 
monia?, and  to  take  a  wineglasstul  of 
ol.  olivse  every  two  hours  during  the 
night.  On  the  following  morning, 
he  stated  that  the  pain  continued  to 
extend  until  he  felt  it  in  every  part 
of  him,  and  that  about  4  o'clock, 
A.  M,,  it  entirely  subsided,  leaving 
him  in  a  dull  and  drowsy  state. 
Swelling  of  the  limb  had  not  in- 
creased nor  extended  ;  pulse  slow  ; 
skin  and  sensations  natural  ;  bowels 
not  moved  ;  was  directed  to  take  a  ca- 
thartic, and  to  continue  former  medi- 
cines. On  the  next  day  found  him 
comfortable.  No  unfavorable  symp- 
tom afterwards  occurred.  A  disco- 
loration, of  the  size  of  a  half  dollar, 
about  the  bitten  part,  gave  him  some 
alarm,  but  disappeared  in  three  or 
four  days.  J.  H.  Lane. 


SOUTHERN    DISTRICT. 

Whole  number    of  cases,    95. 
Arthrosia  acuta 

do.  chronica  - 

Asthma  humid,  senile 
Bex  convulsiva 
do.  sicca        -         .         - 
Cauma   -         -         -         - 
Cansis  a  sole  -         -         - 
Cholera  infantum    - 

do.       s[)asmodica 

do.        vulgaris 
Coprostasis  coacta  - 
Diarrhoea         .         .         - 
Dysenteria      -         -         - 
Ecpyesis  porrigo  favosa  - 

do.  do.       galeata 

Exormia  lichen  ferus 

do.  do.     lividus    - 

do.  do.     simplex  - 

do.  do.     urticosus 

Hydathrus  strumatosus  - 
Haemoptysis  -  -  - 
Helminthia  -  -  - 
Icterus  cholcBUS 
Limosis  dyspepsia  sed.  - 
Marasmua  phthisis  catar. 


Of 


1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

7 
1 
6 
2 
4 
1 
4 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 

16 
1 
1 
1 
5 
2 
1 


Odont.  dolor,  cariosa 
(,)|)hllialmia  chronica 
Paracy.  irritativa  gastrodynia 

do.       ulerina  htemor.  - 
Paramenia  obstruct. 

do.  superllua  crebra      2 

Paristhmitis  tonsillaris      -  1 

Parluritio         -  -  -  3 

Paruria  incontineiis  -  1 

Phlegmone  communis       -  1 

Rosalia  paristhmilica         -  2 

do.      simplex       -         -         2 
Stremma  -         -         -  1 

Syncope  cardiaca  vitiosa  1 

Syspasia  convulsio  -         -         1 
Thlasma  contusio    -         -         1 
Ulcus  incarnans       •         -'        1 
do.     vitiosum         -  -         2 

Urticaria         -         -         -  1 

Females,  65  :  over  fifteen,  43  ;  un- 
der fifteen,  22.  Males,  30  :  over  fif- 
teen, 14  ;  under  fifteen,  l6. 

The  diseases  of  this  month  have 
been  of  a  mild  character,  for  the 
most  part  yielding  readily  to  medical 
treatment.  Such  were  the  cases  of 
Cauma,  and  in  Cholera  infantum  the 
plan  laid  down  by  Dr.  Dewees  in  his 
"Diseases  of  Children,"  has  been 
followed  in  every  case  with  success. 
The  case  of  Exormia  lichen  ferus 
occurred  in  a  child  of  14  months  ;  it 
was  very  severe,  but  yielded  to  sooth- 
ing sedative  remedies,  with  frequent 
ablution. 

The  case  of  Exormia  lichen  livi- 
dus was  a  young  man  of  18,  the 
same  patient  who  furnished  one  of 
the  cases  of  livid  lichen  in  May,  and 
for  which  at  that  time  he  entered  the 
Mass.  Gen.  Hospital,  and  in  fifteen 
or  twenty  days  was  discharged  cured. 
He  continued  well  until  the  10th  of 
July,  when  the  disease  returned  with 
as  much  virulence  as  ever,  after  ex- 
posure to  rain,  and  over  exertion. 
The  patient  again  entered  the  Hos- 
pital.— This  variety  of  lichen  re- 
quires for  its  cure  a  long  course  of 
tonic  and  alterative  remedies.  Such 
is  particularly  the  case  with  this  pa- 
tient, he  having  within  a  fow  years 
had  a  part  of  the  tibia  removed  for 
the  cure  of  a  carious  ulcer. 
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The  Nettle  lichen  at  the  com- 
mpncetnent  of  the  month  was  un- 
commonly severe,  but  it  gradually 
subsided,  so  that  on  the  SOlh  there 
was  not  a  case  under  treatment. 
The  same  remedies  were  successful 
as  in  June,  and  it  generally  disap- 
peared in  a  {ew  days,  particularly 
so  towards  the  end  of  tiie  month. 

Rosalia  and  its  varieties  have  not 
been  unfrequent.  They  were  gene- 
rally mild.  In  most  of  the  cases 
which  came  under  n)y  care,  the 
throat  was  more  or  less  aflTected. 

The  cases  of  Rosalia  paristhmitis 
were  uncommonly  severe  for  this 
season.  They  occurred  in  a  girl  of 
14,  and  her  brother  of  11  years. 
These  patients  were  only  sustained 
by  a  most  vigorous  course  of  tonics, 
antiseptics  and  stimulants.  After 
their  recovery,  the  disease  in  its 
milder  form  affected  otiier  members 
of  the  family,  who  not  receiving  the 
benefit  of  the  Dispensary,  their  cases 
are  not  reported. 

Charles  T.  Hildreth. 


Puerperal 
Scabies  - 
Varicella 
Yulnus  - 


S 
4 
1 
1 
Horatio  Robinson. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Charles  H.  Stedman,  M.D.,  has 
been  admitted  a  member  of  this  As- 
sociation. 


SOUTH  BOSTON  DISTRICT. 

(Including  May,  June,  and  July.) 
Whole    number   of   cases,    35. 
Abortus  -         -         _ 

Catarrhus        -         _         - 
Cephaltea  pulsatitis 
Coprostasis  coacta  - 
Dyspepsia       -         -         - 
D.  a  potu        -         -         - 
Ephemera  mitis. 
Erythema  intertrigo 
Exormia  stropiiulus 
Hernia  inguinalis     - 
Odoniia  dentilionis- 
Ophthalmia  chronica 
Otitis      -         -         -         - 
Paralysis  hemiplegia 
Paramenia  suppressionis  - 

do.         cessationis 
Paraf)sis  -         -         _ 

Paristhmitis     -         -         - 
Plethora  entonica   et  hsemor- 

rhagia  .         -         _ 

Pneumonitis  -         -         - 
P.  nolha  ... 

Psoriasis 


Of 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


A  Communication  on  Dengue  Fe- 
ver, as  it  prevails  in  New-Orleans, 
has  recently  been  received  from 'Dr. 
Philip  J.  Dumaresq,  and  will  shortly 
appear. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  EOS- 
TON, 
Ending  Aug.  22,  at  noon. 

Aug.  23.  Samuel  B.  A.  Cazneau,  21  yrs. 

James  L.  Crocket,  8  mo. 

Ann  Louisa  Collier,  5 

Charles  F.  Dam,  1  day. 

24.  Nahum  Whitney,  jr.  10  mo. 
Hannah  Dutch,  53  yrs. 
Jonathan  Amory,  58 
Emily  D.  Fenno,  H  mo- 
Charles  Matthews,  18 
John  Picket,  45  yrs. 

25.  John  Ryan,  21 
Betsey  Bennet,  18  mo. 
Eliza  Allen,  30  yrs. 
Carolina  Peacock,  22 

26.  Emily  Sumner,  6  mo. 
Edward  Hiller  Jones,  27  yrs. 
Elizabeth  Rand,  51 
Mary  Ann  Nourse, 

John  Lee,  16  mo. 

Jeremiah  Stimpson,  51  yrs. 

Sarali  Goodwin,  28 

Peter  Bruce,  28 

27.  Charles  F.  Conning,  5  mo. 
Matthew  Keathing,  45  yrs. 
Elizabeth  P.  Whitemore,     20 

28.  George  C.  Gurney,  9  mo. 
Nathan  Cobb,  8 
James  Dorrity,  14 
Louisa  Jeffs,  26  yrs. 

29.  Alden  Cutler,  22 
Henry  S.  Uhoades,  10 
Isaac  Poor,  51 

30.  Ann  Bosson,  78 
Owen  McQuadc,  38  , 
John  G.  Plamboeck,  65 

Bilious  fever,  2 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1 — 
cholera  infantum,  4 — colic,  1 — consumption, 
4 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — dysentery,  1 — fits, 
2 — intemperance,  4 — Irver  complaint,  1 — ma- 
rasmus, 1 — old  age,  1— paralytic,  l~typhus 
fever,  1 — teething,  2— unknown,  8.  Males, 
22— Females,  13.     Stillborn,  1.     Total,  36. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL  mSTlTUTION"  OF 
HAllVAIlD  UNIVERSITY. 
rpHC  MKDICAL  LECTURES  will  be- 
JL     gin  on  Ihe  third   \\'ednf:s,lay  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  Mnssachusetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, Mason-street,  Boston. 
Jlnatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warren. 
Ckemislry,  by  Dr.  Webster. 
Materia  Medica,,  by  Dr.  Bigelow. 
Midwifery    and  Medical    Jurisprudence^ 

by  Dr.  Channing. 
Theory  and   Fraciice  of  Physic^   by  Dr. 

Jackson. 

The  I  .ectnres  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
The  Class  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Dr.  Jackson's  Clinical 
Lecture  on  the  Cases,  without  fees. — 
Separate  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Surgery  are  given  by  Dr.  Warren  without 
fees.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  which 
will  probably  afford  as  great  facilities  as 
can  be  desii'ed,  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
at  any  school  in  the  United  States.  The 
use  of  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  College  may  be  obtained  during 
the  Course,  by  paying  one  dollar.  The 
Professor  of  Chemistry  will  receive  private 
pupils  for  instruction  in  the  Laboratory, 

.  WALTER  CHANNING. 

Ucan  of  Ihe  Faculty, 

PRIZE  DISSERTATION^ 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Ann^ial  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18^27, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"  Rr.iolved.,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  preniiam  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  tbp  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body."  tb 


In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing 'sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  oner 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,       ) 

ZABDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    \  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  ) 

A  dissertation  marked  "  Fons  el  Origo 
Mali,''^  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton^s  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  of  newspapers  are  respectfully  re- 
guested  to  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9 

Some  persons  having  believed  that  the 
premium  offered  by  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 
for  the  best  dissertation  on  Intemperance, 
is  to  be  confined  to  the  members  of  the 
Society,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
above  named  premium  is  open  to  all  who 
may  incline  to  become  candidates  for  it. 

MEDICAL  LECTURP:S  OF   THE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  VERMONT. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  will  begin  as 
usual  at  Burlington  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  September,  and  be  continued  four- 
teen weeks. 

Chemistry   and  JVatural  Philosophy,    by 
George  W.  Benedict,  A.  M, 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Materia 
Medica,  and  Obstetrics,  by  W,  Sweet- 

SER,   M.    D. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,    by   Benj,  Lin- 
coln, M.  D, 

Each  Lecturer  will  enter  upon  his 
course  of  instruction  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term,  and  continue  till  its  close.  Four 
Lectures  will  be  delivered  daily. 

Terms — Forty  dollars  for  the  course, 
and  three  dollars  for  contingent  expenses. 

A  new  and  suitable  medical  building, 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  with  commodi- 
ous lecture  rooms,  will  be  in  readiness  for 
e     accommodation  of  the  class. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16,  1828. 


No.  31. 


I. 

Some    Observations  on   Ulceration 
of  the  Kidneys,  with  Cases. 

By  John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 

Concluded  from  page  472. 

Case  V. 
Charles  E.  Fessenden  applied 
to  me  in  the  autumn  of  1827.  He 
had  an  inclination  to  pass  water 
very  frequently,  with  blood  occa- 
sionally and  a  small  quantity  of 
mucus.  The  stream  was  rather 
small.  I  passed  a  bougie,  and 
found  an  obstruction  in  the  further 
part  of  the  urethra.  On  two  more 
applications  this  disappeared.  He 
was  not  however  relieved  ;  nor 
did  the  medicines  I  afterwards 
gave,  produce  any  mitigation  of 
his  symptoms.  Satisfied  that  I 
should  never  be  able  to  discover 
the  nature  of  his  coinplaint  by  the 
observations  I  could  make  in  his 
occasional  visits  to  me,  I  advised 
the  young  gentleman  to  go  to  the 
Hospital.  The  history  of  his  case 
was  there  recorded  as  follows. 
Although  long,  I  have  not  thought 
31 


it  best  to  omit  any  part  of  the 
history  of  the  symptoms  or  treat- 
ment ;  as  useful  results  may  per- 
haps be  drawn  from  them, — if  not 
now,  at  some  future  time. 

C.  E.  Fessenden,  aet.  19,  Bos- 
ton. Entered  the  Hospital  Dec. 
3d,  1827.  Constitution  naturally 
good,  but  subject  to  frequent 
headache,  and  indigestion.  Four 
months  ago,  received  a  severe 
strain  in  his  back,  from  lifting  a 
heavy  weight.  A  fortnight  after 
this,  he  began  to  feel  a  severe 
pain  across  the  small  of  the  back. 
After  about  a  fortnight,  this  sub- 
sided, and  was  succeeded  by  a 
burning  pain,  about  an  inch  from 
the  extremity  of  the  penis,  com- 
ing on  after  micturition.  Urine 
became  darker  colored  than  usual, 
depositing  a  mucous  sediment. 
For  the  last  three  months,  has  oc- 
casionally passed  blood  with  his' 
urine.  Ui-ine  passed  occasionally 
eighty  times  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  preventing  his  sleeping  by 
the  frequent  necessity  of  rising. 
The  pain  in  the  back  recurred 
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about  a  fortnight  before  he  enter- 
ed the  Hospital.  Subject  to  cos- 
tiveiiess. 

Dec.  4.  Warm  bath  every 
other  day. 

R.  Potass,  sup.  carb.   3ij. 

Aquae,  3  vj. 

Svriip.  tululan.   3  iss. 

01.  JLiiiip.   3ss,     M. 
Cap.  5  ss.  ter  in  die. 
May  have  meat  ;  but  no  butter  or  fat. 

6th.  Sound  passed,  but  no  stone 
discovered  in  the  bladder.  Passed 
about  a  gill  of  blood. 

R.  Sol.  sulph.  magnes.  3  iv, 
Appl.   hirud.   vj.   perineo,    altern. 
diebus. 

9th.  Sound  again  passed,  but 
no  stone  discovered. 

Onjitt.  niedicamenta. 

Sum.  pulv.  uv.  ursi,  9ij.  ter  In  die. 

Cap.  pil.  hyd.  submur.  et  opii.  nocte. 

10th.     Costive. 

Sum.  sol.  mag.  sulph,  3lv. 

12th.  Less  pain  after  passing 
urine,  and  less  frequent  calls. 
Pains  across  loins  much  diminished 
since  entrance.  Has  passed  but 
a  few  ounces  of  blood  since  the  5th. 

Sum.   sol.   mag.  sulph,    3ij,   altern, 
diebus,  mane. 

17th.  Improved  every  way. — 
Warm  bath  only  twice  a  week. 

27th.  General  improvement. 
Mouth  slightly  alfected.  Less 
tickling  about  penis  since  entrance. 
Has  a  new  sensation  of  burning 
just  within  the  urethra  and  in  the 
bladder  before  passing  urine,  re- 
lieved after  evacuation.  Passes 
urine  f  ur  or  five  times  daily; 
quantity  as  usual.  Mucous  sedi- 
ment continues,  but  no  blood  for 
a  considerable  time. 

Omitf.  sol.  mag.  sulph. 
Jan.  1.     Doing  well.     Burning 


in  penis  and  bladder,  before  pass- 
ing urine,  continues.  No  pain  in 
any  part.     No  blood. 

Appl.  hirud.  bis  in  hubdomada. 

14th.  Mouth  continues  slightly 
sore. 

18th. 
Sum.  pil.  submur.  el  opii,  bis  in  die. 

25th.  Calls  to  pass  urine  of 
late  more  frequent.  For  several 
days  severe,  but  momentary 
pain,  in  end  of  penis  after  pass- 
ing water.  Has  to-day  severe 
pain  across  small  of  back,  chief- 
ly before  and  after  passing 
urine. 

Omitt.  uv.  ursi  et  pil. 

Sum.  balsam  copaib.  gtts.  xxx.  in  aq. 

ter  in  die. 
Continue  bath. 

28th.  Has  taken  cold  and  looks 
less  well.  Pain  in  back,  and  pain 
after  passing  water,  continue. 
For  several  days  has  constantly 
passed  blood  with  urine.  Since 
balsam,  quantity  of  urine  dimi- 
nished ;  more  frequent  calls.  On 
the  26th,  passed  urine  sixty 
times.  Mucous  sediment  increas- 
ed. Also  burning  in  penis  and 
bladder  before  passing  urine.  Ar- 
dor urinai  lately  ;  none  now. 

Appl.  empl.  canlh.  iij.  ad  vj.  dig,  dorse. 

30th.  Better  ;  has  not  taken 
the  balsam  very  regularly.  May 
walk  out. 

A|)[)l.  part,  vesicat,  unguent,  junip. 

Omitt,  balsainum, 

P'eb.  2.  Sharp  aching  pain 
near  the  extremity  of  the  penis, 
commencing  yesterday  about  1, 
P.  M.  and  lasting  till  8  or  9.  Very 
little  burning  pain  in  penis,  and 
very  little  pain  in  back  since  blis- 
ter was  applied.  None  since  yes- 
terday morning.  Less  disturbed 
in  night  by  necessity   of  passing 
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urine.  Urine  in  larger  quantities. 
Sleep  better  than  usual.  Bowels 
regular. 

Sd.  Pain  in  back  recurred  yes- 
terday afternoon  after  a  diiiner  of 
salt  fisb,  and  lasted  about  seven 
hours.  Had  a  very  uncomfortable 
night.  Passed  urine  about  four 
times.  Severe  pain  after  pass- 
ing it  ;  slight  burning  pain  be- 
fore.     Urine  scalding. 

4th.  Yesterday  and  last  night 
more  comfortcil)le.  Slight  aching 
pain  in  penis  for  about  an  hour. 
Pain  in  back  as  on  the  day  be- 
fore. 

5th. 
R.  Pulv.  uv.  ursi,  3j.  ter  in  die. 

'  6th.  Less  pain  in  back  ;  re- 
curred about  three  times  in  the 
day,  lasting  about  fifteen  minutes 
at  a  time.  Burning  pain  for  about 
half  an  hour  after  micturition. 
Urine  diminished  in  quantity. 
Passed  about  eight  times  in  the  day; 
four  times  in  the  night.  Pain  be- 
fore micturition  less  severe.  Urine 
scalding.     Bowels  free. 

8th.  No  recurrence  of  pain  in 
back.  Burning  pain  in  penis  as 
usual.  Pain  in  extremity  of  penis 
before  micturition.  No  pain  last 
night  after  micturition.  Slept 
well.  Urine  as  usual.  Pain  for 
about  two  hours  this  morning  ;  re- 
lieved by  drinking  slippery  elm 
tea.  This  morning  much  increas- 
ed by  motion  ;  this  has  not  been 
the  case  before.     Bowels  free. 

11th.  Has  continued  to  gain 
since  the  6th.  No  recurrence  of 
pain  in  the  back.  Pains  in  penis 
slight.  Appetite  good.  Health 
good.  Has  lost  in  weight  during 
the  last  fortnight, but  never  before. 

12th.  Passes  urine  eight  times 
a  day  ;  four  times  in  the  night. 
Passes  no  blood.  Mucous  sedi- 
ment rather  less. 


R.  Tincf.  mur.  ferri  et  ammon.  gtts. 

XV.  ter  in  die. 
Sum.  inf.  lini.  sfmin.  3  'j.  quarta  qua- 

que  bora. 
R.  Tinct.  capsic.   3  iv. 

Tinct.  canth.  3j,     JM. 
Utet.  pro  lotione  dorso. 
Cunt.  bah).  tPfiid.  et  uva  ursi. 

loth.  Continues  to  improve. 
Has  not  now  the  sensation  of  wea- 
riness which  he  formerly  experi- 
enced at  night.  Strength  increases. 
Has  gained  flesh. 

14th.  Continues  to  amend.  Al- 
lowed, at  request,  to  go  out  this 
evening. 

16th.  Feels  much  better  than 
at  any  time  since  his  entrance. 
Urine  passed  about  twenty  times 
a  day. 

18th.  Has  been  worse  since 
the  morning  of  the  16th.  Pains 
increased.  Urine  passed  more 
frequently,  in  smaller  quantity, 
and  with  more  sediment. 

19th. 

Omitt.    omnia  preter  lotiones  et  bal- 
neum. 
R.  Sol.  sulph.  mag.  3  iv. 

20th.  Much  better  this  morn- 
ing. Night  very  good.  Twelve 
dejections  from  medicine,  copious. 
Sharp  burning  pain  yesterday  after 
micturition,  for  about  half  an  hour 
at  a  time.  This  is  much  increas- 
ed, and  is  often  brought  on  by 
motion.  Severe  itching  pain  this 
morning,  lasting  about  half  an  hour 
at  a  time. 

21st. 
R.  ilyd.  submur. 

Pil.  scillse,   aa   gr.   xij.     M.     Ft. 
pi!    No.  xij. 
Cap.  unam,  mane  et  vespcre.     Cont. 

cetera. 

S2d.  Worse  since  yesterday's 
visit.  Urine,  according  I  o  report, 
somewhat  tinged  with  blood  ;  oth- 
erwise as  before. 
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23(1.  R.  Pulv.  uv.  iirsi,  9ij.  ter  in  die. 

Omitt.  pil.  mane.  Cont.  cetera. 

26th.     Has  been   much  worse         7th.     Much  better, 
since  the   22d,  to-day  especially.         8th.     Tongue  furred,  and  other 

Pains  severe,  recurring  constantly  syoiptoms  of  fever. 

upon  exercise.     Feeling  of  great        t>    rj  j       i 

'       .  T  .,^,  f.,     »  jj  R.   Hvd.  submur. 

uearuiess     Little  appetite.     Un-  Pnlv.  jalapa.,  aa  gr.  viij.     M. 

easiness,  though  not  exactly  pain,  Cap.statim.-Omitt.  medicament,  so- 
in   the  back.     Pain  m  left  groin,  lita. -Liquid  diet. 

over  a  circular  space  of  the  size         ,„  ,       ,,.  •  i        i  • 

of  a   dollar,   previous   to   passing  ,    l^^^'     Was  quite  weak  and  m 

urine.      Bowels  generally  irregu-  ^^^  »^?'^'>'  ^'>  ^^^  ^"  ^^e  &th  and 

lar  when   not  under  the  influence  yesterday.      After  dinner  yester- 

of  medicine.     At  present,  rather  day,was  seized  with  vomiting,  and 

.•  paroxysms  ot  violent  pain  ensued. 

^    .     ", .     ,         ,.  Appearance  under  the  paroxysms, 
Omitt.  hirud.  applic.  '  ,'  .  r  n 

c  -I    u  J        u  *  and  symptoms,  were  as  tollows  : 

bum.   pil.  hyd.   submur.   mane  et  r-.  i      i- 

„^,^^,„  Countenance    very    much    dis- 

vespere.  •'      .       .     ■      ■ 

np-,1      T     *    •  u.      J  *u-  tressed  and  pale  ;  writhing  in  bed; 
2/th.    Last  night  and  this  morn-  ,  ,.      •  ♦!  r  u  I 

,,,,'=      rr.  1        II  scalding  in  urethra,  as  liom  a  hot 

ing  much  better.       lakes  daily  a  .  i  •  *     •*  •  .• 

-    ^    p,,      ,         ^.        f   I-  iron   passed  into  it  ;   excruciatin* 
quart  ot  the  decoction  ot  slippery        •    •    .i  i     c  \\  •         a 

'.  II     J  pain  in  the  end   ot   the  penis,  and 

no.i.       T»T     1   L   XX  i'l    Ihe    left    testicle,    descending 

28th.     Much  better.  n         ,,  i     •        i  ■        •.   i 

March  L     Feverish.  from   the  symphysis  pubis  ;    itch- 

ing  in  the  penis  within  the  perine- 

R.  S[)irit.  aeth.  nitros.  gtts.  xl.  ^j^  .  p^igg  smaller  than  usual,  not 

Quarta  quaque  hora.  Cont.  pil.  hyd.  ^,^p,^  accelerated  ;  feet  very  cold; 

submur.  •      ,•  i-   ut        *        »• 

on  examination,   slight   retraction 

R.  Acid   sulphur.  3ij.  of  testicle,  but  otherwise,  the  ap- 

Ol.  olivge,  3ij      M.  pearance  natural.    Pains  came  on 

Appl.  dorso  pro   lininiento,  mane  et  !  ]•   *    i        d 

''  ^  '  immediately   alter   passing  urine. 

-  ,    _^  .      '  ,       .  1  This  attack  continued   about   two 

^    3d.  Pains  have  rather  increased  ^  ^^.j^^,^  ^e  became  relieved, 

in  consequence  of  his  taking  cold.  ^  ^^^^^^j  paroxysm,  similar  to  the 

Pain  in  back  for  about  half  an  hour  f^,.,^,^^^  commenced  at  6,  P.  M. 
yesterday.       Passes   urine   about        j^^^-       ^,^^   ^„.^j  paroxysm   he 

thirteen  times  m  the  night.   Great  ^^.^^  (ii,ected   by  the  house  physi- 

weakness,  especially  at  night.  ^j.^,^  ^^  ^^^^  ^y  ^j^^^  ^^^^  ^^j 

4th.       Urine     passed     twenty  ^,^1;,,^  this  as  long   as   the   pain 

times  m  the    night  ;    m   sufficient  j^^^^j      Fomentation  of  hops  ap- 

quantity,  rather  light  colored,  de-  pHed  about  the   pubes,   and   kept 

positing    some     reddish     floccu  1.  ,^^^       While  this  is  preparing,  fo- 

Vomited  this  morning  after  break-  ^^^^^^  ^^,.^^^  j^^^  ^^.^j^,.      ^.^^^^  ^^ 

tepid  flaxseed  tea,  half  a  pint,  and 

R.  Ant.  tart.  gr.  x.  laudanum,  seventy-five  drops. 
Aquae,  311J.     JM.  Second  paroxysm, opiateenema, 

Cap.   3ss.  semi   hons,   pro  emefco.  ^^    ^^^^^,;  ^^^..^^    ^^^^    ^,    .  ^^j^.j^^ 

6fh.   Pains  increased  on  account  aeth.  nit.  gtts.  xxx.  M.   Intheeven- 

of  his   eating  salt,   by   which   his  ing,  hop  fomentation,  with  a  strong 

symptoms  are  always  exacerbated,  decoction  of  poppies.     At  9,  spir- 
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it.  aeth.  nit.  gtts.  xlv.  ;  repeated  at 
half  past  11.  At  2,  A.  xM.  tine, 
opii,  gtts.  XXV. 

This  attack  left  him  very  fee- 
ble, and  he  continued  in  bed  for 
two  or  three  days,  but  had  no  se- 
vere pain,  and  gradually  mended. 

15th.     Return  to  usual  diet. 

Cont.  pil.  mane  et  vespere. 

17th.  Countenance  continues 
pallid.  Passes  urine  about  tifteen 
times  in  the  night,  with  some  clots 
of  blood.  Sediment  somewhat 
increased. 

19th.  Passed  a  very  comfort- 
able night.  Bladder  again  sound- 
ed. Passing  the  catheter  into  the 
bladder  produced  exquisite  pain. 
Felt  iu  the  bladder,  as  he  said, 
like  a  red  hot  iron. 

Cap.  pil.  unam  vespere. 

Appl.  empl.  canth.  dig.  iv.  abdomini. 

24th.  Complains  of  an  itching 
about  the  anus,  which  he  says  he 
has  experienced  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  disease.  Has 
lost  fourteen  pounds  of  flesh  within 
a  fortnight. 

Diet, — for  dinner,  fish,  oysters, 
broiled  chicken  ;  for  breakfast, 
eggs,  toasted  bread,  crackers, 
shells,  cocoa  or  arrowroot. 

Slim,  piilv.  uv.  ursi,  gr.  xx.  ter  in  die. 
R.   Hyd.  subimir. 

Camphorse, 

Opii,  aa  gr.  vj.  M,  Ft.  pil.  No.  vj. 
Cujus,  cap.  uoam  vespere. 

27th.  Urine  within  the  last 
twenty-four  hours,  eighty  ounces. 
Has  gained  strength. 

Sum.  uv.  ursi,  3j.  tor  in  die. 
28th.     Severe  pain  in  the  low- 
er part  of  the  abdomen. 
Appl.  empl.  canth.  digit,  iv.  abdomini. 

31st.  Slight  relief  to  abdominal 
pain  from  blister.    Nights  uneasy. 


Sum.  vespere,  ext.  hyoscyami,  gr.  vj. 

April  4.  No  effect  from  hyos- 
cyamus. 

Omitt.  pil.  hyos.  et  sum.  pil.  camph. 
et  opii,  gr.  vj.  nocte. 

5th.  Slept  well.  Took  two  pills. 

6th.  Recurrence  of  paroxsym 
similar  to  those  of  March  10th, 
and  nearly  as  severe. 

R,  Spirit,  aeth.  nilros.  2  ss. 
Tr.  opii,  3ij.     M. 
Ciijus  cap.  3j.  q'J<ique  hora,  ad  alley, 
doloris. 

7th. 

liabet.  bain,  tepid,  nocte. 

Sum.  sol.  mag.  sulph   3  iv.  eras  mane. 

Uth.  Advised  to  lay  aside  the 
use  of  medicines,  to  go  into  the 
country  as  soon  as  he  is  able,  have 
two  issues  on  the  back,  and  use  no 
hard  water.  Have  all  his  food 
boiled  in  soft  water. 

Upon  the  12th,  the  weather 
being  fine,  and  he  thinking  his 
strength  sufficient  to  leave  the 
Hospital,  he  was  discharged. 
Some  cause  prevented  his  going 
that  day,  however,  and  on  the 
13th  the  paroxysms  recurred  a 
third  time,  with  the  additional 
symptom  of  pain  in  the  back.  Had 
an  injection,  from  which  two  de- 
jections, one  copious. 

Uth. 
Sum.  inf.   senn.    comp.   3'j'    6t  post 

boras  sex,  enema   si  opus  sit.     Si 

dolor  redeat,  appl.  foment,  tauacet. 

et  absinlb.  parti  affectcC. 
R.   Spirit,  setb.  nitros.  3  ss. 
Ol.  junip.  gtts.  XXX.     M. 
Ciijus   cap,  gtts.  XXX.   lertia  quaque 

bora. 
Omitt.  pil.  hodie.  ' 

15th. 
Si   dolores.   red.    appl.  empl.  canth. 
dig.  iv.  ad  vj. 

16th.     This  morning  in  a  state 
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of  stupor.  Answers  questions  with 
difficulty,  and  incorrectly.  Loss 
of  memory.  This  state  continued 
till  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock, 
when  he  recovered,  and  soon  after 
left  the  Hospital. 

In  about  three  days  after  leav- 
ing the  Hospital,  he  died. 

Examination  April  24,  the  day 
after  death. 

Slight  adhesion  of  the  omentum 
to  the  muscles  on  left  side.  Left 
kidney  considerably  enlarged, with 
decided  appearances  of  inllamma- 
tion  on  exterior  surface,  covered 
with  whitish  spots,  softer  than  na- 
tural. In  the  interior,  appear- 
ances of  inflammation  much  great- 
er. Various  ulcerations  were  dis- 
covered  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kid- 
ney, six  or  eight  in  number,  and 
situated  in  the  infundibula,  and 
mamillary  eminences.  Ureter 
on  this  side  enlarged  to  above  four 
times  the  natural  size,  parietes 
very  much  thickened,  and  passage 
larger  than  natural.  Right  kidney 
larger  than  natural,  with  appear- 
ances of  inflammation  and  spots  of 
ulceration,  but  less  than  on  left 
side.  Ureter  enlarged.  Bladder 
very  small,  its  parietes  much 
thickened  ;  mucous  coat  of  an  ash 
color,  with  streaks  of  vermilion, 
and  interspersed  with  numerous 
black  dots.  Prostate  gland  small, 
with  no  appearances  of  disease. 
Two  singular  appendages  to  the 
spleen,  of  the  same  substance 
with  that  organ,  of  the  appear- 
ance of  small  lobes* 

Remarks. 

On  the  last  case  I  would  re- 
mark, that  when  the  patient  first 
presented  himself  to  me,  I  had  a 
strong  expectation  of  finding  a 
stone  in  the  bladder  ;  his  symp- 
toms, as  described  to  me,  being 


very  similar  to  those  of  the  latter 
aflTection,  with  the  exception  of 
the  sudden  obstruction  of  the  urine 
while  passing,  which  he  had  not. 
AV'hen  I  attempted  to  pass  an  in- 
strument, an  obstruction  presented 
itself  in  the  membranous  part  of 
the  urethia.  This  was  removed 
in  a  few  days  without  any  mitiga- 
tion of  the  symptoms,  and  the  ex- 
amination of  the  bladder  was 
made,  but  no  stone  discovered.  I 
then  examined  the  prostate  gland. 
This  was  found  quite  natural  in 
feel,  though  smaller  than  usual. 
Having  disposed  of  the  suspicion 
of  these  complaints,  I  next  di- 
rected my  attention  to  the  state 
of  the  urinary  bladder.  On  exa- 
mining externally,  in  difi'erent  di- 
rections and  situations,  especially 
over  the  pubes,  no  tenderness 
could  be  discovered.  There  was 
however  occasional  pain  above 
the  pubes,  a  little  to  the  left 
side  ;  and  the  passage  of  an  instru- 
ment into  the  bladder  demonstrat- 
ed an  excessive  tenderness  in  the 
internal  coat  of  this  organ.  On 
repeated  observations,  I  was  not 
satisfied  that  an  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  blad- 
der in  a  patient  of  this  age,  could 
assume  the  obstinate  character 
manifested  by  this  complaint  :  and 
reflecting  that  the  disease  began 
with  a  violent  pain  in  the  back,  I 
became  satisfied  that  the  original 
seat  of  it  was  the  kidneys  ;  and 
this  inference  was  drawn  perhaps 
as  much  from  negative,  as  positive 
signs.  The  opinion  was  then  stated 
to  those  who  visited  the  patient 
with  me. 

On  examination  of  the  body 
after  death,  I  proceeded  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  left  kidney, 
which  was  as  I  had  believed  in  a 
di>^eased  state  ;  though  the  extent 
of  disease   was   much   less   than 
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might  be  expected  from  such  se-  ion  ;  and  by  the  great  length  of 
vere  and  fatal  symptoms.  The  time  usually  required  for  the 
mucous  coat  of  the  bladder  was  formation  of  the  stricture.  It  must 
clearly  in  a  state  of  chronic  in-  be  noticed,  houever,  that  in.dis- 
flammation  ;  but  its  condition  ease  of  the  kidneys  there  is  often 
would  by  no  means  justify  the  sus-  a  sympathetic  contraction  of  the 
picion  of  its  being  the  principal  urethra,  which  misleads  the  sur- 
seat  of  disease.  VV'e  conclude  that  geon  to  the  opinion  that  the  com- 
the  disease  of  this  young  man  be-  plaint  is  stricture.  But  in  this 
gan  in  the  kidneys,  and  was  the  case  the  contraction  will  be  found 
effect  of  an  injury  operating  on  a  to  vary  extremely,  sometimes  to 
delicate  and  irritable  habit.  disappear  and  afterwards  show  it- 
self anew,  in  its  original  state. 
When  we  consider  the  general  There  are  frequently  mistak-es 
aspect  of  the  cases  related,  we  committed  in  examinations  for 
must  be  struck  at  tirst  view  with  stricture.  Many  a  patient  has 
the  intensity  of  the  symptoms.  In  been  subjected  to  the  action  of  a 
this  respect  the  affection  does  not  caustic,  because  a  plaster  bougie 
correspond  with  the  other  de-  would  not  pass  ;  when  if  a  metal- 
rangements  of  these  organs,  so  far  lie  catheter  had  been  employed, 
as  they  have  been  discriminated,  the  largest  instrument  would  have 
A  sudden  enlargement  of  the  pros-  freely  entered  the  bladder.  Be- 
tate  gland,  which  sometimes  takes  fore  deciding  on  the  nature  of  one 
place  in  middle  aged  persons,  and  of  these  cases,  every  kind  of  in- 
raight,  in  opposition  to  the  chronic  strument  should  be  employed,  and 
disease  of  old  age,  be  called  sub-  at  ditTerent  periods. 
acute  inflammation  of  the  pros-  Second.  Disease  of  the  kidneys 
late,  is  accompanied  by  most  may  be  distinguished  from  enlarge- 
violent  and  distressing  symptoms  ;  ment  of  the  prostate  gland  by  ex- 
but  they  are  easily  discriminated  amination.  To  form  a  correct 
to  be  the  symptoms  of  affection  of  judgment  in  this  case,  the  surgeon 
this  gland,  and  moreover,  an  exa-  must  be  much  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
mination  will  show  the  gland  in  a  ing  examinations  of  this  gland  in 
very  uncommonly  enlarged  state,  its  healthy  and  morbid  state. 
The  existence  of  a  stone  in  the  Third.  From  chronic  inflamma- 
bladder  is  also  accompanied  by  tion  of  the  bladder  it  will  be  ex- 
very  severe  symptoms  ;  but  they  tremely  difficult  to  distinguish  this 
may  be  distinguished  from  those  affection  of  the  kidneys.  There 
of  the  disease  of  which  we  are  is,  however,  I  suspect,  reason  to 
speaking,  by  being  less  constant.  doubt  whether  chronic  inflamma- 
This  character  of  intensity  will  tion  of  the  bladder  does  frequently 
therefore  lead  to  a  suspicion  of  occur  as  a  primary  disease.  Per- 
affection  of  the  kidneys. — From  haps  it  may  be  for  want  of  obser- 
other  diseases  occurring  in  the  vation,  or  from  want  of  a  sufficient 
urinary  organs  it  may  be  distin-  number  of  dissections  ;  but  I  do 
guished  also.  not  recollect  a  case  of  chronic  in- 
First,  from  stricture  in  the  ure-  flammation  of  the  mucous  mera- 
thra,  by  the  want  of  pus  in  the  brane,  as  a  primary  and  uncom- 
urine  in  stricture  ;  by  the  narrow-  plicated  disease.  In  the  cases  of 
ness  and  obstinacy  of  the  contrac-  ulceration  of  the  kidney,  however, 
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this  cojit  has  always  exhibited 
signs  of  severe  inflammation  af- 
ter death,  and  sometimes  during 
life.  A  question  may  arise  whe- 
ther the  inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cous coat  were  a  primary  or  se- 
condary affection  in  the  diseases 
of  the  kidney.  I  cannot  doubt  for 
a  moment  that  the  ulceration  of 
the  kidney  is  the  original  disease, 
and  that  the  mucous  coat  is  af- 
fected secondarily.  The  case  of 
simple  chronic  intiammation  of  ihe 
mucous  coat  of  the  hladder,  will 
be  attended  with  symptoms  less 
violent  and  less  obstinate  than  the 
disease  of  which  we  are  speaking. 
It  might  be  thought  that  the  pani 
in  the  back  would  serve  to  distin- 
guish the  affection  of  the  kidneys 
from  that  of  the  bladder.  But 
this  pain  is  not  so  prominent  a 
symptom  as  might  be  expected. 
In  the  case  of  Fessenden  it  scarce- 
ly existed  except  in  the  beginning 
of  the  disease. 

Fourth.  This  disease  will  be 
distinguished  fioni  stone  in  the 
bladder  by  examination  ;  and  also 
by  the  sudden  stop  of  the  flow  of 
urine,  by  the  stone  falling  on  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra. 

Symptoms  of  the  disease.  The 
disease  sometimes  begins  with  a 
pain  in  the  back,  but  not  uniform- 
ly. This  is  followed  by  an  in- 
creased desire  to  pass  water, 
which  is  done  very  often  and  in 
small  quantities.  As  the  disease 
advances  this  disposition  becomes 
excessive,  and  much  greater  than 
what  is  known  in  other  a  flections 
of  these  parts,  frequently  more 
than  sixty  times  in  twenty-four 
hours.  The  urine  is  slightly  tinged 
with  blood,  and  mixed  with  mucus. 
This  mucus  is  afterwards  puru- 
lent ;  or  rather  there  is  a  mixture 
of  blood  and  foul  pus,  in  variable 
proportions,    sometimes    the   one 


and  sometimes  the  other  predomi- 
nating. The  pain  is  often  exces- 
sive. Sometimes  it  is  in  the 
course  of  the  urethra,  accompani- 
ed by  a  violent  burning  ;  some- 
times in  the  extremity  of  the  pe- 
nis as  in  the  stone,  and  frequently 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen, 
in  the  middle  or  one  side.  The 
passage  of  an  instrument  into  the 
bladder  produces  great  pain.  The 
pulse  is  accelerated,  and  tongue 
furred,  though  in  a  changeable 
manner.  Sometimes  there  are 
regular  paroxysms  of  fever,  pre- 
ceded by  chills.  The  constitution 
becomes  generally  di.'^abled.  Ex- 
halations take  place  into  the  cel- 
lular membrane.  The  nervous 
system  is  disturbed.  Under  these 
distressing  symjjtoms  the  patient 
survives  for  a  considerable  time. 
Treatment.  Whether  this  dis- 
ease is  ever  curable  I  know  not. 
I  have  a  patient  who  has  been  ill 
three  years,  and  for  some  time  lay 
in  a  hopeless  condition.  He  is 
now  able  to  walk,  ride,  eat  and 
drink,  as  usual  ;  yet  I  cannot  say 
he  is  well. — In  the  beginning  of 
the  complaint  it  would  be  proper 
to  take  blood  from  the  arm,  after- 
wards to  apply  leeches  frequently 
to  the  loins  and  the  perineum. 
The  warm  bath  is  useful.  Muci- 
laginous injections  into  the  rec- 
tum, with  the  addition  of  tincture 
of  opium,  when  the  pain  is  severe. 
Deep  issues  should  be  made  with 
caustic,  on  each  side  of  the  spine; 
or  on  one  side  only  if  the  disease 
seems  to  be  confined  to  ojie  kid- 
ney. Mucilaginous  driidis,  espe- 
cially decoction  of  flaxseed,  drank 
very  copiously,  give  more  direct 
ease  than  any  other  remedies 
taken  into  the  stomach  ;  for  in 
general,  medicines  passed  through 
the  stofnach  appear  to  have  no 
great  influence  on  the  complaint. 
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All  stimulants  are  injurious.  The  the  system,  and  a  sort  of  febrile 
balsams  therefore  do  harm.  In-  hurry  of  the  circulation,  in  such 
jections  into  the  bladder,  however  cases  cold  may  be  aiiministered 
mild,  are  pernicious.  The  pa-  with  decisive  advantage.  Cold 
tient's  regimen  should  be  of  the  water  is  sometimes  sprinkled  over 
mildest  kind  ;  he  should  avoid  the  the  body  ;  cold  water  is  occasion- 
use  of  spring  water,  and  employ  ally  injected  into  the  rectum;  and 
only  pure  v\  ater,  either  distilled  ice,  naked  or  wrapped  in  linen,  is 
or  rain  water.  Finally,  the  symp-  occasionally  pushed  into  the  vagi- 
toms  must  be  mitigated  by  the  na,  the  remedy  not  being  without 
constant  use  of  opium.  Hyoscy-  its  dangers,  for  if  you  freeze  the 
amus,  stramonium  and  hemlock,  vagina  it  dies.  To  omit  these 
do  not  appear  to  be  substitutes  practices,  however,  there  are, 
for  this  medicine.  for  oidinary  purposes,  two  modes 
in  which  the  cold  may  be  adminis- 
tered ;  the  one  is  by  laying  bare 
II'  the  abdominal  surface,  and  dashing 

On  Flooding.— From  Lectures  de-  ^^'t'  '^  *'°'''  ''"''}''',  ^'T  ^^^''"P.' 

livered  at  Guy^s  Hospital,  ^l"  ^^  "'^^'''  «^,^  ^«  hearth-brush 

dipped  ni  a   paillul   or    water,   a 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell.  rough,  yet  effective,  practice;  the 

_,     .      ,  -          ,,_  other,  a  gentler  method,  conduct- 
Continued  from  p.  47o.  I       f  11 

ed  as  loliows  : — 

When   discharges  of  blood  from  From  the  cistern,  or  the  well, 

the  uterus   are  sparing,  it   is   not  you  procure  a  pailful  of  water,  to 

my  custom  to  apply  cold,  power-  which   a   pint  or  two  of  vinegar, 

fully  and  extensively,  to  the  low-  recommended  by  popular  opinion, 

er    parts    of  the    abdomen — the  may  be  added  ;  then,  taking  some 

back,  thighs,  buttocks,  and  so  on;  napkins,  you   eifectually    refiige- 

although,  in  conformity   with   po-  rate   them,   by   dipping   into    this 

pular  feeling,  1  have  recourse  to  cold    mixture,   or    by    thoroughly 

vinegar  and  water,  particularly  if  besprinkling  their  surface.     This 

the  temperature  of  the  patient  be  done,  you  apply  them  extensively 

warm.     But  when  the  discharges  to  the  central   parts  of  the  body, 

of  blood  are  more  abundant,  cold,  front  and  posteriorly,  as  soon   as 

a  very  powerful  remedy,  must  be  they   become   warm  ;   it   may  be 

called  to  our  aid,  and  ought  to  be  every  two  or  three   minutes,  of- 

elfectually    applied,    though    not  tener  or  seldomer  as  the  commu- 

without    due    caution.      When    a  nication  of  warmth  from  the  body 

woman  has   lost  so  much    blood,  of  the  patient   may  require.     In 

that  she   is,  in  every  part  of  her  some  cases,  the  local    application 

body,  cold  already,  which,  in  dan-  of  cold  seems  really  to  be  of  con- 

gerous  bleedings,  is  no  uncommon  siderable   advantage  ;    I    have    in 

occurrence;    the    ap|)Iication    of  my  mind,  at  this  moment,  a  case 

cold,  though,  in   conformity  to  po-  of  draining,  where  otlier  remedies 

pular  prejudice,  it  may  be  recom-  had  been  tried  with  but  little  ef- 

mended,  is,  I  fear,  of  small  advan-  feet,    and  where   the   cold   alone 

tage  ;  but  if  you  have  a  great  deal  appeared  to  be  efficacious  in  check- 

of  blood  coming  away,  and  if,  with  ing  the  discharge. 

this,  there  is  a  certain  warmth  of  If  the  foetus    be  come   away, 
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and  If  you  have  removed  the  pla-  and,  in  these  cases,  the  applica- 
ceiita,  ill  general  practice  it  is  tion  of  a  napkin  to  the  genitals 
unwise,  where  there  are  large  externally,  may  be  substituted, 
discharges,  to  plug  the  vagina;  for  When  the  plug  can  be  borne  for  a 
this,  in  many  cases,  might  occa-  few  hours  only,  apply  it  noctur- 
sion  an  internal  bleeding,  the  nally  ;  this  may  prevent  your  be- 
bleeding  continuing,  though  the  ing  called  up  in  the  middle  of  a 
efflux  is  prevented,  and  the  blood,  cold  December  night.  When  the 
of  consequence,  accumulating  in  plug  remains  quiet,  don't  be  in  too 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  Where,  much  haste  to  remove  it  ;  recol- 
however,  in  the  more  copious  lect,  that  the  longer  it  is  left 
floodings,  the  womb  is  not  emp-  there,  the  more  completely  will 
tied,  and  the  placenta  is  not  yet  the  vessels  become  contracted 
away,  the  plugging  of  the  vagina  and  closed  up. 
may  be  tried  with  considerable  In  the  earlier  and  middle  months 
advantage.  The  purpose  of  plug-  of  pregnancy,  as  in  the  end  of  ges- 
ging  is,  that  of  allowing  the  blood  tation,  you  will  find,  as  I  explain- 
to  accumulate  in  the  vagina  and  ed  to  you  in  a  preceding  lecture, 
the  uterus,  so  as  to  form  there  that  to  empty  the  uterus  is  a  most 
clots,  which  may  close  up  the  effectual  mode  of  stopping  the 
mouths  of  the  bleeding  vessels,  blood,  and  hence  the  use  of  deob- 
This  o!)ject  may  be  variously  at-  struents  ;  for  it  generally  happens, 
tained  :  taking  a  napkin  and  fold-  when  Hoodings  have  occurred  pre- 
ing,  you  may  lay  it  upon  the  geni-  viously  to  the  birth  of  the  ovum, 
tal  fissure,  closing  the  orifice  of  that  on  the  abstraction  of  the 
the  vagina  without  the  introduc-  ovum  and  the  complete  evacua- 
tion, or  the  irritation,  of  a  plug,  tion  of  the  uterus,  the  discharge 
More  conveniently,  however,  in  wholly,  or  in  great  measure, 
many  |)atients  who  are  not  irrita-  ceases.  Where  a  patient  is  !a- 
ble  in  these  parts,  you  close  the  boring  under  fioodings  in  the  ear- 
canal,  by  introducing  a  plug  of  lier  or  middle  months,  and  more 
tow,  or  sponge,  or  soft  cloth,  especially  under  obstinate  flood- 
Cloth  or  sponge,  is  the  plug  which  inas,  recurrent  again  and  again  ; 
I  am  myself  in  the  habit  of  intro-  the  emergency  justifies  us  in  hav- 
ducing,  more  or  less,  according  to  ing  recourse  to  this  remedy,  un- 
the  capacity  of  the  cavity,  recol-  justifiable  perhaps  in  cases  less 
lecting  that  the  smallest  mass  pressing.  In  such  cases,  the  tho- 
which  will  inhibit  the  discharge  of  rough  evacuation  of  the  uterus  is 
blood  from  the  vagina,  is  the  best  the  only  remedy  on  which  we  can 
for  the  purpose.  Of  women,  certainly  rely.  The  uterus,  how- 
there  are  some  in  whom  the  vagi-  ever,  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
na  is  so  destitute  of  irritability,  empty  with  the  same  facility  and 
that  introduce  what  you  uill  certainty  as  the  intestines  or  the 
there,  the  organ  bears  it  without  stomach  ;  but  there  are  three  re- 
reaction  ;  of  others,  on  the  con-  medies  of  the  deobstruent  class 
trary,  and  more  especially  of  deserving  a  trial  in  these  cases, 
young  females,  the  vagina  is  some-  and  these  three  deobstruents  are, 
times  so  exceedingly  susceptible,  — succussion,  injection,  and  the 
that  tile  plug  cannot  be  borne,  un-  secale  cornutum.  A  jolting  ride 
less,   perhaps,  for  a  few  hours  ;  on  a  rough  road,  in  an  uneasy  car- 
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riage,  where  the  propensity  to 
iniscarriage  is  strong,  may  occa- 
,sion  the  expulsion  of  the  ovum. 
The  remedy  is  rude — scarcely  to 
be  recommended — lilted  to  a  i'ew 
cases  only — where  strength  re- 
mains— and  the  pregnancy  is  of 
the  earlier  months — say  tlie  first 
two  or  three  ;  in  latter  gestation 
it  would  be  dangerous.  A  medical 
attendant  should  be  in  the  car- 
riage,— the  house  of  the  patient 
should  always  be  at  hand.  Saline 
clysters  will  do  little,  if  the  womb 
is  indisposed  to  contract  ;  but  if 
the  fibres  are  in  action,  an  ounce 
of  salts  and  six  of  the  infusion  of 
senna,  or  other  more  powerful 
stimuli  of  the  rectum,  may  be 
tried  with  advantage.  But  of  all 
the  stimuli  exciting  uterine  con- 
traction, that,  which,  failing  Hatly 
in  some  cases,  in  others,  however, 
seems  to  operate  in  the  most 
decisive  manner,  is  the  secale 
cornutum,  or  ergot.  In  pow- 
der, in  infusion,  in  decoction,  it 
may  be  given;  and  suspecting  from 
some  ex[)eriments  made,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  William  South, 
that  its  virtues  reside  in  a  vege- 
table alkaloid,  I  presuaie  it  may 
hereafter  be  administered  in  the 
form  of  pill,  like  the  quinine,  when 
probably  it  may  be  found  less  of- 
fensive to  the  stomach  : — I  would 
invite  the  chemists  to  the  investi- 
gation of  this  point.  In  general, 
my  formula  has  been,  of  ergot  3j- 
in  coarse  powder,  of  boiling  water 
three  ounces,  to  be  decocted  ra- 
pidly to  one  half,  the  patient  tak- 
ing of  the  decoction  poured  off, 
one  third  every  tnenty  minutes, 
unless  some  obvious  effect  were 
previously  produced.  In  one  mis- 
carriage of  the  third  month,  to 
omit  others,  after  the  administra- 
tion of  the  ergot,  I  remember  the 
pains  became  almost  incessant  till 


the  ovum  was  expelled.  The 
ergot  will  not,  I  think,  act  unless 
the  uterus  be  irritable  and  dispos- 
ed to  the  pains.  The  ergot  is  prin- 
cipally produced  in  America,  and 
perhaps  I  may  add  the  South  of 
France. 

In  as  many  as  thirty  cases  where 
floodings  occurred  in  the  end  of 
gestation,  and  where  the  placenta 
was  not  lying  over  the  os  uteri,  Dr. 
JNIerriman  found  that  the  discharge 
of  the  liquor  amnii  either  stopped 
the  floodings,  or  reduced  so  great- 
ly the  quantity  of  the  bleeding, 
that  it  became  no  longer  danger- 
ous. By  Mr.  Rigby,  under  similar 
circumstances,  the  same  remedy 
was  tried,  and  in  fifty  or  sixty 
cases  with  the  best  success.  Set 
down,  therefore,  the  discharge  of 
the  liquor  amnii  among  the  rcm.e- 
dies  for  suppressing  the  floodings 
of  the  latter  months.  Nor  is  it 
diihcult  to  accomplish  this  ;  car- 
rying one  or  two  fingers  of  the 
left  hand  through  the  os  uteri  up 
to  the  membranes  usually  felt 
with  facility,  take  a  bluntly- 
pointed  instrument,  say  a  feniale 
sound,  for  example,  shai-pened  for 
the  purpose,  and  with  this  instru- 
ment puncture  the  membranes 
and  discbarge  the  liquor.  Under 
this  operation  the  hemorrhage  be- 
comes diminished,  perhaps  imme- 
diately ;  and  although  the  ovum 
may  now  and  then,  perhaps,  be 
retained  till  the  end  of  the  nine 
months,  especially  if  opium  have 
been  given,  yet  more  generally  in 
two  or  three  days  afterwards,  the 
whole  is  expelled,  and  the  womb 
emptying  itself,  contracts  tho- 
roughly, so  that  the  flooding  be- 
comes entirely  sup|)ressed.  In  all 
cases,  in  the  middle  or  later 
months,  where  there  is  an  obsti- 
nate efflux  of  blood  from  the  ute- 
rus,  remember  that  you  have  in 
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the  discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii 
a  fT)ost  powerful  remedy  ;  in  some 
of  tlie  worst  tloodings,  where  other 
remedies  are  failing,  you  lacerate 
the  membrane,  and  the  haemor- 
rhage ceases. 

By  manually  emptying  the  ute- 
rus, so  as  to  allow  of  a  thorough 
contraction  of  its  cavity  and  con- 
striction of  its  fibre,  the  bleedings 
inay  be  suppressed,  though  not  in 
all  cases,  in  many.  And  there  are 
ditTereut  Qiodes  in  which  this  eva- 
cuation may  be  accomplished  ; 
sometimes  in  floodings,  we  find 
the  child's  head  has  been  pushed 
down  into  the  vagina,  where  we 
may  apply  a  pair  of  forceps  upon 
it,  and  draw  it  forth.  In  other 
cases,  and  these  are  far  more  fre- 
quent, the  child  is  lying  entirely 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  in 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  so  that 
no  parts  of  it,  except  the  present- 
ation, can  be  felt.  Now  in  cases 
like  these,  the  hand  may  be  intro- 
duced into  the  cavity  of  the  ute- 
rus, and  by  that  operation  of  turn- 
ing already  ex[jlained  to  you,  the 
foetus  may  be  brought  away.  Even 
in  the  earlier  months,  although 
the  manual  evacuation  of  the 
womb  is  undesirable,  the  parts 
being  thin  and  lacerable,  should 
the  removal  of  the  ovutn  be  deem- 
ed necessary,  it  uiay  sometimes 
be  accomjjiished.  With  the  ut- 
most gentleness  lay  the  left  hand 
in  the  cavity  of  the  vagina,  pass- 
ing the  genital  fissure  for  this  pur- 
pose. Then  the  bulk  of  the  hand 
remaining  in  the  vagina,  let  the 
first  and  second  finger  be  passed 
up  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
so  as  to  reach  from  mouth  to  fun- 
dus, while  the  womb,  felt  above 
the  symphysis  pubis,  is  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  right  hand  pressed 
down  upon  the  fingers  of  the  left. 
liy  this   manoeuvre,    the  contents 


of  the  uterus  may  be  brought 
within  reach  and  coiitrol,  and,  by 
a  small  action  of  the  fingers,  may 
be  easily  got  away.  Though 
practicable,  this  operation  is  of 
dubious  use  :  if  unskilfully  or  un- 
wisely perfortned,  it  is  surrounded 
by  the  risks  of  laceration.  Thus 
sometimes  by  the  insertion  of  the 
fingers,  sometimes  by  the  oj)era- 
tion  of  turning,  and  sometimes 
when  the  head  of  the  child  is  ly- 
ing in  the  vagina,  by  the  judicious 
application  of  the  forceps,  the 
foetus  and  the  placenta  may  be 
extracted  ;  when,  as  before,  the 
womb  contracting,  and  the  mus- 
cular fibres  becoming  constricted, 
little  further  discharge  of  blood 
need  in  most  cases  be  apprehend- 
ed. And  thus  much,  then,  res- 
pecting the  principal  remedies  to 
which  you  are  to  look,  when  you 
have  the  more  obstinate  and  dan- 
gerous discharges  of  blood  from 
the  womb. 

(To  be  continued.) 

III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Hydrophobia. 
M.  Unanue  remarks,  in  his  to- 
pographical sketch  of  Lima,  that 
this  dreadful  disease  is  not  known 
in  any  part  of  South  America.  It 
appeared,  for  the  first  time,  in 
the  summer  of  1804,  in  the  north 
of  Peru.  The  heat  was  then  very 
intense,  and  long  continued.  The 
thermometer  sometimes  stood  as 
high  as  99^V  deg.  F.  Almost  all 
quadrupeds,  and  particularly  dugs, 
were  attacked  with  hydrophobia. 
In  1807  it  appeared  in  the  capi- 
tal. In  the  town  of  Jea  forty-two 
persons  perished  who  had  been 
bitten  by  dogs.  In  the  northern 
district  the  disease  developed  it- 
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self  spontaneously  in  many  indivi- 
duals. In  a  sugar  plantation  seve- 
ral slaves  fell  victims  to  the  mala- 
dy, after  having  eaten  the  tlesh  of 
animals  that  had  died  rabid.  In 
1808  the  disease  entirely  disap- 
peared. In  a  few  dogs  hydropho- 
bia occurred  twice,  but  it  was 
observed  that  no  mischief  arose 
from  any  bite  they  inflicted  during 
the  second  attack. — Zeitch  von 
Henke. 

Hemiplegia  cured  by  JVux  Vomica. 

A  gentleman,  60  years  of  age, 
of  strong  constitution,  had  an  apo- 
plectic attack,  after  which  he  re- 
mained hemiplegic,  in  spite  of 
various  appropriate  modes  of 
treatment,  such  as  general  bleed- 
ing, leeches  to  the  neck,  purga- 
tives, blisters,  and  stimulating 
liniments.  A  month  after  the  tit 
of  apoplexy,  a  trial  of  the  nux 
vomica  was  determined  upon.  He 
took  at  first  one  grain,  increasing 
the  dose  one  grain  a  day,  until  six 
grains  were  taken.  On  the  sixth 
day,  a  slight  movement  was  per- 
ceptible in  the  legs,  and  a  creep- 
ing sensation  in  the  hands.  On 
the  seventh,  involuntary  motions 
took  place  in  the  paralysed  leg, 
which  he  was  incapable  of  re- 
straining in  his  efforts  to  walk. 
He  was  now  seized  with  giddiness 
and  confusion  of  mind,  and  remain- 
ed for  a  short  time  nearly  insensi- 
ble. Since  the  use  of  the  pills,  the 
face  had  been  more  flushed,  and 
the  pulse  harder  than  before. 
The  medicine  was  therefore  dis- 
continued. Leeches  were  applied 
to  the  anus,  diluents  prescribed, 
and  he  continued  to  improve. 
Eight  days  after,  the  employment 
of  the  nux  vomica  was  resumed, 
beginning  with  the  original  dose, 
and  gradually  augmenting  it  as 
before.      It  was  again  necessary 


to  discontinue  it  on  the  fourth  day, 
on  account  of  the  violent  involun- 
tary motions  of  the  limbs,  and  the 
return  of  the  cerebral  affection. 
A  purgative  was  prescribed,  and, 
for  a  short  time,  no  active  treat- 
ment was  enforced.  As  the  pa- 
tient, however,  was  conscious  of 
the  benefit  he  had  experienced 
from  it,  the  nux  vomica  was  again 
given,  and  on  the  third  day  the  im- 
provement was  more  decided  than 
it  had  yet  been.  Fifty  pills  were 
taken  in  about  five  weeks  ;  after 
which,  the  patient  could  walk 
without  a  stick,  and  was  fully 
equal  to  the  execution  of  his  busi- 
ness, which  kept  him  very  active- 
ly employed  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  time. — Precis  de  la 
Soc.  JMedic.  de  Tours. 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  SEPT.  16,  1828. 

The  fcjllowing  communication  ap- 
peared in  one  of  the  public  papers 
without  the  authority  of  a  name,  but 
as  we  have  seen  no  counter  state- 
ment of  the  case,  and  it  appears  to 
convey  a  useful  warning  to  members 
of  the  profession,  we  think  it  worthy 
of  being  communicated  to  the  medi- 
cal public. 

Remarkable  Case. 

A  case  of  deceptive  circumstantial 
evidence  lately  came  to  our  know- 
ledge, than  which,  we  believe,  a 
more  remarkable  cannot  be  found  on 
record.  Our  information  was  com- 
municated to  us  by  one  who  was  per- 
sonally eiiuaged  in  the  investigations 
attending  it. 

In  a  country  town  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  a  few  months  since,  the  wife 
of  a  hiboring  man,  who  had  lived  for 
a  long  time  on  very  indifferent  terms 
with  her,  suddenly  died.  As  she 
was  in  apparently  perfect  health  on 
the  day  of  her  death,  and  there  had 
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been  violent  quarrrls  between  tliom,  cipatod  at  tlie  approaching  session  of 

the  man    was    rcirarded  with  a  consi-  the  court. 

derable  degree  of  suspicion.     At  the         Things  beinsT  thus  circumstanced, 

burial  of  the    wife,  her   relations  at-  the  physician,  whose  evidence,  as  we 

tended.     To  these  the  husband  had  have    related,   was   decided    on    the 

al\va3s   cherished    a   great  hostility;  point  of  the  death   being  occasioned 

but  on  this  occasion   he   was  particii-  by  poison,  happened  to  be  on  a  visit 

larly  urgent    that  they   should  return  to  tlie  town  of  B.     The  circumstances 

with  him,  after  the  funeral,  to  partake  being  generally    known,  Dr.  IVI.  who 

ol    a  meal  at  his  table.     They  were  was  a    personal  friend  of  this  physi- 

ill  disposed    to   do    this,  both    on  ac-  cian,  sought   an    interview  with  him, 

count    of  their    recollection    of  the  and  inquired  of  him  if  he  examined 

treatment   of  his   wife,   his    uniform  the  body    internally   after  death,  and 

hostility  to    them,  and   the  very  sus-  on  being   answered    in   the  negative, 

picious   circumstances  of  the   wife's  he    placed    before    bin)    in    a   strong 

death.      He  continued   to    urge  them  manner    the   situation   in    which    he 

to  return    to    his    house    and  partake  would    find    himself  when   called  on 

of  the    entertainment   with  so  much  before  a  court  and  jury  for  evidence 

earnestness,  that  after  resisting  for  a  of  his   assertion   that  the  death  was 

long    while,    they    found    that    they  by  poison.     It  was  soon  decided  that 

could  refuse    no    longer.     The  meal  a  disinterment   and    an  examination 

was  placed  before    them,  at    which  a  of  the    body  should    be  immediately 

dish  of  bahcd  beans   was  abundantly  made,  and  Dr.  M.   with  another  me- 

served,  and  of  which  they  were  urged  dical    friend,   accompanied    the    first 

to  partake  liberally.     Much  time  had  named  [jhysiciaa  1o  the  place  of  the 

not   elapsed    after    the    meal    before  presumed    murder.     The    people   of 

every  individual    of  the    party    was  the  vicinity  expressed   great  satisfac- 

taken  sick  ;   some  were  so  violently  tion  at  knowing  of  this  intention,  and 

affected  that  their  lives  were  despair-  were  eager   to  assist  in   the  disinter- 

ed   of.     These    very   suspicious    cir-  ment,  assured  that  it  would  only  add 

cumstances  determined  the  neighbors  confirmation    to    their    belief  in    the 

to    have   the   man    arrested,  and  this  guilt  of  the  accused.     The  body  was 

was   accordingly   done.     The  house  quickly  removed  from  the  earth.     A 

was  searched,  and   a  quantity   of  ar-  question  then  arising  where  the  exa- 

seuic   was  found,  of  wfiich  it  was  af-  mination   should    take  place — for  as 

terwards    ascertained    that     he     had  it   had   been  buried    three    weeks  no 

bought  a  considerable  quantity  of  an  one    was    willing    that   it    should   be 

apothecary    a   short    time  before  the  brouglit  into  his  dwelling  house  ; — a 

death   of  his   wife.     Another  corro-  neighboring  barn  was  first  proposed, 

borating   circumstance,  was  that  the  but  to  this  the  physicians  objected  on 

accused  had  on  the  day  on  which  his  account    of  the    want    of    sufficient 

wife   died,   carried   to    her   while    at  light.     The  meeting   house  was  then 

work  in  the  field  a  glass  of  liquor —  named,   and    thither   the    body    was 

an  act  of  courtesy  which,  such  were  carried.     It  was  placed  on  a  table  in 

the  terms  on    which  they  had    lived,  the  centre  aisle,  and  the  examination 

it  was  quite  out  of  his  custom  to  prof-  commenced    in  the  presence   of  the 

fer.     The  man  was  placed   in  custo-  assembled  and    eager  multitude  who 

dy,  and  preparations   were   made  for  filled    the    pews    and    the    galleries, 

his  trial.     The  physician  who  attend-  Dr.  iM.  prepared    to  open   the  abdo- 

ed  the  deceased  was  saiisfed  that  the  men,  and  the  gentleman  who  accom- 

death    was  from    poison,  and    would  panied   him    undertook  in    the  mean 

give    his     evidence    to     that     effect,  while,  the  examination  of  the  head. 

Public   opinion    was    greatly  excited  To  the  former,  of  course,  the  atlen- 

on  the  subject,  and  the  conviction  of  tion  of  all  was  chiefly  directed.     The 

the  individual  was  confidently  anti-  operation  of  opetiing  the  head,  how- 
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ever,  advanced  more  rapidly  than 
tliat  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  remov- 
al of  ihe  cranium  discovered  to  the 
surprise  of  the  operators  and  the 
spectators,  a  suffusion  of  blood  in  the 
or<ian  and  all  the  unequivocal  marks 
of  apoplcxif,  while  the  stomach  and 
the  other  digestive  organs  were  found 
to  exhibit  not  the  slightest  indications 
of  the  presence  of  any  poisonous 
substance  !  The  surprise,  and  pro- 
bably in  their  excited  state  of  mind 
against  the  supposed  criminal, — the 
disappointment,  of  the  spectators, 
was  extreme,  Tiie  resultof  the  exa- 
mination was  however  irresistible  in 
proof  that  the  death  was  occasioned 
by  apoplex}',  and  not  by  poison,  and 
the  man's  life  was  saved, — for  it  is 
scarce  to  be  doubted  that  a  jury 
would  have  convicted  him  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  circumstances  which 
have  been  enumerated. 

It  will  be  asked,  how  is  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  sickness  of  the 
wife's  relatives,  which  was  evidently 
caused  by  the  meal  which  the  nian 
urged  them  so  earnestly  to  take,  ac- 
counted for  ?  It  is  explained  bv  a 
singular  fact,  of  which  one  or  two 
other  instances  are  known  fo  have 
occurred. — The  henns,  of  which  the 
iDeal  was  principally  composed,  had 
been  baked  in  earthen  vessels,  and 
were  allowed  to  grow  cold  ;  they  had 
been  kept  long  enough  to  have  turn- 
ed acid  to  a  slight  degree,  and  when 
they  were  placed  in  the  oven  to  be 
reheated,  tiie  action  of  the  acid  on 
the  sides  of  the  jar,  decomposed  the 
glazing  with  which  the  interior  of  the 
jar  was  coated,  and  of  which  sulphu- 
ret  of  lead  is  the  chief  ingredient  ;  a 
poisonous  substance  was  thus  deve- 
loped, and  infused  into  the  con- 
tents of  the  jar,  and  those  eating  of 
the  beans  were  attacked  with  symp- 
toms of  illness  more  or  less  severe, 
according  to  the  part  of  the  jar  from 
which  ihe  beans  were  taken  of  which 
they  ate.  After  this,  it  was  not  dif- 
'ficult  to  admit,  that  the  arsenic  found 
in  the  man's  possession,  might  have 
been   purchased  for  the  destruction 


of  rats,  as  he  had  constantly  averred 
was  ihe  case. 

We  leave  this  statement,  the  au- 
thenticity of  which  may  be  confident- 
ly relied  on,  to  the  reflections  of  our 
readers.  They  can  have  little  doubt, 
that  had  this  individual  been  brought 
to  trial,  (as  he  would  have  been,  but 
for  the  interposition  of  the  B.  pliysi- 
cian,)  without  the  examination  ol  the 
body,  his  life  would  have  been  sacri- 
ficed,— few  juries  would  have  hesi- 
tated to  convict  him.  It  would  have 
been  one  instance  added  to  the  many 
on  record,  of  the  danger  of  a  reli'ance 
on  mere  circumstantial  evidence, 
however  strong,  and  the  importance 
of  thoroughness  in  the  investigation 
of  all  questions  of  medical  jurispru- 
dence,— Mass.  Journal. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Endings  Sept.  6,  at  noon. 

Aug.  30.   Sylvender  Bowker,  12  mo. 

Sutton  S.  Wythe,  21  yrs. 

Stephen  Thayer,  49 

31.  Nathan  Eaton,  46 

Nancy  K.  Wheeler,  10  mo. 

Luther  Richards,  28  yrs. 

]Mary  Lincoln,  58 

Mary  Whalen,  t)  days. 

Sept.  1.  Alfred  J.  Mead,  9  mo. 

Martha  Spofford,  53  yrs. 

Joseph  Cole,  jr.  2 

•Joseph  P.  Smith,  22  mo. 

Lewis  Ober,  10 

2.  Ann  E.  Carter,  16 
Catharine  Kerr,  70  yrs. 
Albert  Crocker,  22 
Eliza  Sly,  41 

Eli  Woster,  jr.  20 

Bridget  Carr,  11   w. 

Sarah  Bass,  2  1-2  y. 

3.  Mrs.  Lee,  70 

4.  Abigail  Bond,  .3    mo, 
Horatio  D.  Appleton,  20  yrs. 
Abigail  Hipgins,  62 
I2!iza  Wholohan,  10  mo. 
James  Collins,  28  yrs. 

5.  Mary  Cline,  43 
Caroline  Dupee,  7  mo. 
Henry  A.  Hopkins,  7 
Sally  Hiller,  27  yrs. 

6.  Jonathan  Kendall,  26 
Mary  Smith,  2^  ' 

Brain  fever,  1 — bilious  fever,  5 — consump- 
tion, 4 — cholera,  5 — convulsions,  1 — canker,  1 
— dropsy  in  the  head,  1 — drowned,  3 — dysen- 
tery, 1 — hooping  cough,  1 — infantile,  1 — lung 
fever,  1 — mortification  in  the  bowels,  1 — old 
age,  1 — paralytic,  1 — teething,  2 — typhus  fe- 
ver, 1 — unknown,  1.  Stillborn,  2.  Males, 
15— Females,  16.     Total,  33. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEinCAL  INSTITUTIO.V  OF 
HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  will  be- 
o^iii  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  (he  Maesachiisetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, Mason-street,  Boston. 

.Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warren. 
Chtmislry,  by  Dr.  Webster. 
Maltria  Mtdi.ca,  by  Dr.  Bigelow. 
Midwifery    and   Medical    Jurisprudence^ 

by  Dr.  Cha.VxMng. 
Theory  and    Fraciice  of  Physic^   by  Dr. 

Jackson. 

The  Lectures  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
The  Class  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Dr.  Jackson's  Clinical 
Lecture  on  the  Cases,  without  fees. — 
Separate  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Surg;ery  are  g;iven  by  Dr.  Warren  without 
fees.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  which 
will  probably  afford  as  g^reat  facilities  as 
can  be  desired,  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
at  any  school  in  the  United  States.  The 
use  of  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  College  may  be  obtained  during 
the  Course,  by  paying  one  dollar.  The 
Professor  of  Chemistry  will  receive  private 
pupils  for  instruction  in  (he  Laboratory. 
WALTER  CHANNING, 

Dtan  of  the  Faculty. 

PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18'i7, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"  Resolved^  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mc)de  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  he  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 


fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  dilfert-nt  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  hody." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual   Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  18'28.  it   was  voted  to   renew  the.    offe 
of  the  premium  on  (he   same    conditions 
and   (he  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15(h  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,      ) 

ZAKDIEL  B.  ADAMS,   }  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  ) 

A  dissertation  marked  "  Fons  el  Origo 
Mab\'^  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  of  newspapers  are  respectfully  re- 
quK-ited  to  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9 

Some  persons  having  believed  that  the 
premium  offered  by  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 
for  the  best  dissertation  on  Intemperance, 
is  to  be  confined  to  the  members  of  the 
Society ,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
above  named  premium  is  open  to  all  who 
may  incline  to  become  candidates  for  it. 

NATHAN  JAliVIS, 

Druggist  and  .Apothecary^ 

HAS  taken  (he  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washin-ton  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c,  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  (his  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  (heirpatronage. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  2(59  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  VN'inter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
«ot  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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No.  32. 


I. 

tSn  Account  of  Dengue^  Danga,  or 
Dandy  Fever,  as  it  occurred  in 
J^ew- Orleans,  and  in  the  person 
of  the  Writer,  communicated  in  a 
Letter  to  one  of  the  Editors. 

By  Philip  J.  Dumaresq,  M.D. 

Having  ver^  little  to  communi- 
cate concerning  myself,  I  shall 
occupy  ray  time  and  paper  in  giv- 
ing you  an  account  of  a  disease 
which  lately  made  its  appearance 
in  this  place,  of  an  anomalous  cha- 
racter, and  became  a  very  general 
epidemic,  more  so  than  any  other 
previously  experienced  ;  perhaps 
not  more  than  one  person  out  of  an 
hundred  having  escaped  its  attack. 
The  disease  alluded  to  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  brought  from 
Africa,  with  some  slaves  imported 
into  the  Havana.  In  that  place 
it  obtained  the  name  of  Dingee, 
Dengue,  Danga,  &c.  It  was  there 
very  prevalent,  and  also  in  Bar- 
badoes,  where  it  received  the 
name  of  Dandy  fever,  from  the 
stiffened  form  and  dread  of  mo- 
tion in  patients. 
32 


It  is  generally  supposed  it  was 
brought  from  the  Havana  to  this 
place  in  a  vessel,  on  board  which 
were  one  or  two  persons  afflicted 
with  the  remains  of  the  disease. 
The  disease,  however,  was  not 
propagated  by  contagion,  for  per- 
sons in  different  parts  of  the  city 
and  suburbs  were  attacked  by  it 
at  the  same  time,  and  its  spread 
was  so  rapid  among  the  inhabitants 
that  in  eight  or  ten  days  at  least 
one  third  of  the  population  was 
laboring  under  its  influence,  in- 
cluding persons  of  all  ages  and 
different  sexes.  At  the  time  of 
its  appearance  here,  the  weather 
was  very  warm,  but  not  exceed- 
ing a  temperature  favorable  to 
health.  The  river  also  was  at  a 
favorable  height,  and  from  all 
circumstances  combined,  we  were 
led  to  expect  a  healthy  season. 

The  commencement  of  tlje  dis- 
ease is  marked  by  the  following 
symptoms  : — Languor,  disinclina- 
tion to  muscular  exercise,  slight 
chilliness,  with  dryness  of  the  skin 
and  fauces  ;  the  tongue  at  first  is 
covered  with  a  whitish  coat, which 
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afterwards  gives  place  to  a  yel- 
low ;  at  which  time  there  is  a  de- 
gree of  nausea,  in  the  generality 
of  instances  trilling.  From  the 
first  great  thirst  is  experienced, 
pain  and  heaviness  of  the  head, 
depression  of  the  mental  powers, 
frequent  yawning,  and  disinclina- 
tion to  food.  These  synjptoras 
generally  made  their  appearance 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  in 
the  evening  fever  supervened, 
Avhich  gradually  increased  through 
the  night,  and  decreased  towards 
morning,  when  a  partial  relief  was 
obtained  by  a  gentle  diaphoresis. 
The  time  of  its  duration  varied 
exceedingly,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent idiosyncrasies  of  individu- 
als. In  some  the  fever  continued 
but  twelve,  in  others  twenty  and 
forty-eight  hours  ;  and  even  to  a 
longer  period  in  a  few. 

The  peculiar  phenomena  of  this 
fever  are  pains  in  different  parts 
of  the  body  ;  in  the  head,  arms, 
loins,  and  down  the  course  of  the 
cruial  nerve.  The  pains  in  the 
body  and  extremities  are  confined 
to  the  muscles,  resembling  those 
produced  by  an  attack  of  acute 
rheumatism.  The  suffering,  I 
may  say  with  propriety,  is  ex- 
treme ;  rest  can  be  obtained  in  no 
one  situation,  and  a  momentary 
comfort  is  obtained  by  tossing  about 
and  stretching  the  limbs. 

With  a  parched  skin,  and  fauces 
completely  dry,  rendering  deglu- 
tition difficult,  fluids  are  frequent- 
ly demanded,  and  although  the 
quantity  taken  in  some  instances 
is  great,  no  part  appeared  to  es- 
cape by  the  skin,  and  very  little 
comparatively  from  the  kidneys. 

The  headache  during  the  fever 
is  not  uniformly  severe,  but  is 
more  so  in  its  decli..o,  generally 
affecting  one  side  of  the  head 
more  than  the  other,  and  with  its 


concomitant  symptoms  resembling 
cephalffia  hemicrania. 

In  some  persons  the  fever  was 
slight,  with  little  prostration  of 
strength,  accompanied  by  cough 
and  soreness  of  the  fauces,  termi- 
nating about  the  second  day  with 
a  scarlet  erui)tion.  In  these,  so 
much  were  the  appearances  like 
scarlatina,  that  a  few  old  practi- 
tioners pronounced  it  to  be  that 
disease  ;  and  the  appearance  of 
almost  every  person  a  few  days 
after  the  fever  had  gone  off,  being 
marked  by  a  continuous  rash  over 
the  face,  body  and  extremities, 
seemed  to  favor  this  opinion 
very  much.  But  from  the  short 
duration  of  this  eruption,  the  type 
and  severity  of  the  fever  preced- 
ing it,  (being  synochus  rather  than 
typhus,)  and  the  absence  of  some 
of  the  particular  symptoms  of 
scarlatina,  clearly  prove  it  was 
not  this  disease  ;  the  state  of  con- 
valescence also  being  marked  by 
appearances  which  are  never  dis- 
covered in  that  succeeding  the 
latter  disease. 

A  peculiar  symptom  of  this  fe- 
ver in  infants,  is  convulsions, — 
during  which  the  body  is  bathed 
in  a  copious  sweat :  the  action  of 
respiration  seems  almost  suspend- 
ed ;  the  eyes  are  fixed,  wildly 
staring  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
body;  the  nostrils  are  dilated,  and 
there  is  apparently  an  effort  made 
to  take  breath,  which  a  fixed  po- 
sition of  the  ribs  and  perhaps  a 
spasmodic  contraction  of  the  dia- 
phragm will  allow  but  in  a  very 
limited  degree.  The  partial  res- 
piration is  accompanied  now  and 
then  with  a  low  moan,  which  is 
caused  I  think  by  the  difficulty 
attending  the  effort  in  making  a 
full  inhalation,  which  is  wholly 
impracticable  during  the  parox- 
ysm ;  rather  than  from  any  pain 
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the  little  sufferer  is  experiencing 
at  the  time. 

The  convulsion  is  of  short  dura- 
tion, and  attended  with  very  little 
muscular  effort;  inmost  instances, 
none.  The  common  mode  of 
treatment  is  plunging  the  child  in 
warm  water,  and  holding  it  there 
until  the  breathing  becomes  free, 
or  else  merely  bathing  the  extre- 
mities. 

In  young  persons  of  a  good  con- 
stitution the  disease  has  been  as 
severe  in  its  attack,  as  in  those  of 
a  more  weakly  habit,  but  reached 
its  acme  much  sooner,  and  termi- 
nated more  kindly  in  the  former, — 
and  more  so  in  the  latter  than  in 
very  old  persons  and  those  who 
were  rendered  imbecile  from 
previous  bad  habits. 

A  person  on  the  disappearance 
of  this  fever  would  attempt  to 
rise  from  bed,  feeling  not  much 
loss  of  strength,  and  a  conscious- 
ness of  being  able  to  move  about 
and  attend  a  little  to  business  ; 
but  how  egregiously  would  he  be 
mistaken  when  he  assumed  the 
upright  posture  !  The  joints  felt 
as  if  fettered  or  anchylosed,  and 
the  advance  of  one  foot  or  leg  be- 
yond the  other,  would  cost  more 
pain  and  effort  than  the  purpose 
for  which  it  may  have  been  ad- 
vanced was  worth, — aye, — a  thou- 
sand times  told  ! 

This  was  a  singular  termination 
of  the  disease,  leaving  sufferers 
from  the  fever  hardly  able  to 
move  about  ;  and  indeed  the  ap- 
pearance of  persons  in  the  streets 
and  every  where  else  must  have 
been  truly  pitiable  to  a  healthy 
stranger  ;  the  apparently  great 
and  often  fruitless  efforts  to  make 
a  step  ;  here  one  would  be  seen 
dragging  his  legs  after  him,  sup- 
ported on  crutches  ;  and  there  an- 
other with  limping  gait  and  va- 


rious contortions  of  countenance, 
bespeaking  that  his  tardy  progress 
was  made  at  the  expense  of  his 
bodily  feelings. 

The  greatest  pain  in  moving  the 
leg  was  experienced  down  the  gas- 
trocnemius muscle  and  about  the 
tendo  achilles  ;  although  pain  was 
general  in  the  muscles  and  down 
the  course  of  the  tendons.  The 
muscles  of  the  arm  were  also 
painful  ;  and  the  wrist  in  some  in- 
stances was  swollen,  and  not  yield- 
ing to  the  slightest  motion  without 
giving  much  pain. 

The  muscles  of  the  neck  were 
likewise  painful,  stiff,  and  produc- 
ing what  is  called  stiff  neck,  (lox- 
ia,)  which  in  some  continued  long- 
er than  the  stiffness  in  the  limbs. 
A  singular  case  was  related  to  me 
by  a  physician,  of  a  lady,  who, 
whenever  she  would  attempt  to 
walk  and  had  placed  her  foot  on 
the  ground  for  that  purpose,  ex- 
perienced a  severe  pain  darting 
from  one  of  the  toes  up  the  leg, 
and  across  the  body  to  the  clavi- 
cle of  the  opposite  side.  She 
was  relieved  by  the  application 
of  a  blister  below  the  clavicle. 

In  many  cases,  after  the  fever 
had  gone  off  a  violent  purging  su- 
pervened, with  severe  gripir)g 
pains  in  the  abdomen  ;  and  the 
persons  were  harassed  with  a  con- 
stant desire  to  go  to  stool,  so  strong 
that  it  must  be  immediately  grati- 
fied, and  the  result  would  be,  a 
small  quantity  of  frothy  mucus 
mixed  with  blood  and  little  bits  of 
fffices.  In  a  few  of  these  which 
came  under  my  own  care,  I  found 
the  most  efficacious  mode  of  treat- 
ment in  the  application  of  flannels, 
wrung  out  from  hot  watj^r,  to  the 
abdomen  ;  with  a  moderate  dose 
of  calomel  combined  with  a  little 
opium,  administered  in  the  foim 
of  pills.     Soon  after  the  applica- 
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tions  of  flannel  and  the  exhibition 
of  the  medicine,  the  pains,  with 
the  violent  desire  to  go  to  stool 
frequently,  ceased  as  if  by  a 
charm,  and  the  patient  felt  tran- 
quil and  disposed  to  sleep. 

Another  singular  affection  no- 
ticed in  many  persons  after  the 
fever,  was  a  swelling  behind  one 
or  both  of  the  ears,  immediately 
over  the  mastoid  process.  The 
appearance  of  this  swelling,  with 
the  pain  attending  it,  resembled 
very  much  an  incipient  phlegmon; 
but  its  continuance  was  short  and 
its  disappearance  rather  sudden, 
without  suppuration,  and  without 
the  aid  of  any  local  application. 

The  most  singular  local  affec- 
tion which  supervened  after  the 
fever  had  entirely  disappeared, 
several  cases  of  which  I  was  in- 
formed about,  and  one  I  had  under 
my  own  care,  was  an  itching  sen- 
sation in  the  urethra  throughout 
the  whole  track,  with  a  slight  dis- 
charge of  pus,  and  a  severe  burn- 
ing pain  at  first  about  an  inch  down 
the  canal,  experienced  in  passing 
water.  These  symptoms  resem- 
bled so  closely  those  of  blenor- 
rhoea  luodes,  that  the  disease  was 
pronounced  to  be  that ;  but  from 
the  asseverations  of  patients  to  the 
contrary,  it  was  attributed  to  the 
fever  ;  and  I  believe  with  pro- 
priety. 

In  another  case  under  my  care, 
the  inflammation  continued  but 
twenty-four  hours  the  specific  dis- 
tance in  the  urethra,  and  then 
shifted  to  the  bulb  and  neck  of  the 
bladder.  Great  irritation  was 
experienced  about  the  anus  from 
sympathy,  and  sometimes  the 
sphincter  became  spabmodically 
contracted  when  an  attempt  was 
made  to  e  "acuate  the  rectum. 

This  person  had  been  troubled 
with  an  ardor  urinae   for  three  or 


four  days  before  he  observed  any 
discharge  from  the  urethra  ;  and 
soon  after  this  commenced,  the 
inflammation  and  soreness  shifted 
to  the  parts  already  mentioned. 
There  was  not  that  fulness  of  the 
glands,  and  kind  of  transparency 
about  the  orifice  of  the  urethra 
observed  in  blenorrhoea  luodes — 
neither  was  there  a  correspond- 
ence in  some  other  symptoms. 

I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman, 
about  30  years  of  age,  who  is  now 
laboring  under  this  singular  affec- 
tion, that  he  had  lost  entirely  his 
sexual  feelings. 

In  this  affection  the  ardor  urinae 
is  not  so  great  after  the  inflamma- 
tion shifts  as  at  the  first  ;  but  the 
desire  to  evacuate  the  bladder  is 
more  urgent,  and  the  pain  is  ex- 
perienced in  ejecting  the  last 
drops,  about  the  bulb  of  the  ure- 
thra. To  what  length  of  time 
the  duration  of  this  affection  is  li- 
mited I  cannot  positively  say,  hav- 
ing heard  of  no  person  who  is  en- 
tirely free  from  it  at  this  present 
time  ;  but  I  am  told  that  the  for- 
tieth day  from  the  commencement 
the  fever  terminates  with  its 
unpleasant  effects  ;  and  this  being 
one  of  them,  a  few  persons  afflict- 
ed with  it  are  anxiously  looking 
forward  to  that  day,  which  they 
hope  will  bring  relief. 

The  treatment  has  hitherto  con- 
sisted in  a  moderate  and  light  diet, 
abstinence  from  spirituous  and 
vinous  liquors,  and  the  use  of  the 
mineral  acids,  chiefly  the  nitric. 
Other  medicines  are  considered 
unnecessary,  as  the  general  health 
is  good,  and  the  bowels  unconfined. 
I  believe  the  tcrebinthinates,  and 
other  medicines  which  may  have 
a  specific  effect  in  the  generality 
of  diseases  affecting  the  mucous 
membrane,  would  avail  nothing  in 
this  ;   and    any    local   application 
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that   may    check   the    discharge  of  the  fever  and  pains  in  various 

would      endanger      the      general  parts. 

health,  as  from  the  circumstances  A  cathartic  was  administered 
preceding  and  attending  it,  it  ap-  to  some  after  the  fever  had  sub- 
pears  an  eiVort  of  nature  to  re-  sided,  and  the  scarlet  eruption 
move  in  this  way  some  latent  re-  was  found  to  appear  somewhat 
mains  of  the  disease.  And  this  sooner  in  them  tluin  in  others  who 
supposition  is  strengthened  by  took  no  purgative  medicine  ;  but 
the  fact  that  persons  in  whom  this  the  only  difference  consisted  in 
has  api)eared  after  the  fever,  have  this.  The  eruption  was  not  ge- 
been  free  from  the  kind  of  rheu-  neral  in  its  appearance,  many 
matic  pains  and  stiifness  observed  persons  who  had  had  the  fever 
in  others.  being  totally  exempt  from  it,  but 

This  epidemic  has  been  so  ge-  having  all    the   other    diiBculties 

neral,  that  in  families  of  twenty  which  appeared   after  the   termi- 

and  thirty  persons  it  was  very  sel-  nation  of  the  fever, 

dom  found  that  one  escaped.    Per-  I  have  had  this  fever  myself  ; 

haps   in   the    annals   of  medicine  it    was   preceded    by    the    usual 

there  is  not  a  disease  recorded  so  symptoms,  and  commenced  about 

severe   in  its   accession  and  dura-  eight  o'clock  in   the  evening,  gra- 

tion,  so  various  in  its  symptoms  in  dually  increasing  throughout  the 

different  individuals,  and   so  very  night     and     diminishing     towards 

seldom   leading  to  a  fatal  issue,  morning,  when    1    experienced   a 

Out  of  the  many  thousands  afflict-  partial   relief  from    an    irregular 

ed  with   it   in  this  city,  not  more  sweat  which   broke  out  in  differ- 

than  four  or  tive  have  died,  and  in  ent  parts   of  my  body.     I    arose 

these  it  appeared  to  be  combined  and   took  a  glass  of  soda  water, 

with  some   organic   difficulty,  and  which    increased  the  diaphoresis, 

especially  of  the  liver,  which  gave  but  I  was  not  free  from  fever  :  in 

it  the  semblance  of  yellow  fever,  a  short  time  it  became  more  vio- 

and    such    it    was   considered   by  lent,  with  severe  pains  in  all  parts 

some.  of  my  body  ;  and  I  was  obliged  to 

The  general  treatment  of  the  lie   down.     The  pain  in  my  head 

disease  in  this  place  has  been  ve-  was  excruciating  and  contined  to 

ry   simple  :  in  most   instances  na-  one   side,  which    was   so   sore    I 

ture  was  allowed  to  effect  a  cure  could  not  bear  any   thing  to  touch 

without  the  interference  of  art  ;  it  ;  and   my  limbs   felt  as  if  they 

and  the  progress  of  those  towards  had  been  severely  bruised.     The 

acnendment    who     were    treated  fever  continued  forty-eight  hours, 

medically  was  not  more  rapid  than  and  then  went  off  with  a  copious 

those  in   whom  the  disease   was  sweat  which   drenched  tiie  whole 

allowed   to   run    its    course,    and  of  my  body  ;  leaving  me  however 

have  completely  its  own  way.  not   entirely    free  from  pain,  and 

Fluids    were    often    required,  so  stiff  in  my  joints,  that  I  could 

from  the  severe  thirst  which  was  hardly  move  ray  limbs  ;  and  could 

truly  distressing,  and   they   were  not  bend  my  body  or  turn  my  head 

given  warm  that  they  might  afford  without  experiencing  pain, 

present  relief;  and   also  promote  Two  days  after  the  fever  left 

diaphoresis,   which,   when    it   did  me,  a   rash  made  its   appearance 

take  place,  mitigated  the  severity  on  the  skin,   covering   my   face, 
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body,  and  extremities  ;  it  was  ac- 
companied by  a  slight  itching 
and  a  sensation  of  great  heat  over 
the  whole  surface  ;  the  discharge 
from  the  pores  at  the  same  time 
was  free  and  sometimes  copious, 
without  diminis'hing  in  the  least 
the  unpleasant  sensations  of  heat 
and  itching. 

In  my  case  the  rash  lasted 
twenty-four  hours,  but  in  many 
others  much  longer  :  but  never, 
as  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  beyond 
the  second  or  third  day.  In  most 
cases  it  appeared  twenly-four 
hours  or  thereabout  after  the  sub- 
sidence of  fever,  and  continued 
nearly  the  same  length  of  time  ; 
but  the  pains  and  stiffness  in  the 
limbs  continued  much  longer,  and 
lasted  in  young  persons  from  two 
to  four  days  or  a  week,  and  in  the 
aged  far  beyond  this  time,  even 
to  the  second  and  third  week,  and 
some  are  not  rid  of  it  at  present 
in  whom  the  disease  commenced 
nearly  a  month  ago. 

A  few  individuals  have  had  fresh 
accessions  of  fever  of  the  same 
kind  since  its  first  attack,  but  I 
think  it  must  have  been  caused  by 
intemperance  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing. 

For  a  few  days  after  the  fever, 
the  appetite  is  very  poor,  and 
every  thing  that  may  be  taken  as 
food  or  drink  has  a  highly  bitter 
taste;  this  soon  wears  off",  and  the 
appetite  generally  returns  with 
the  natural  taste  of  things. 

I  believe  it  has  now  run  its 
course  and  had  its  own  way  in  the 
city.  I  have  not  heard  that  it  has 
extended  much  beyond  the  vicini- 
ty, but  I  am  afraid,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  many  physicians,  that  it 
will  take  its  trium[)hant,  but  not 
destructive,  march,  through  the 
United  States,  and  then  visit  oth- 
er countries  as  it  has  visited  this. 


The  foregoing  account  of  Dengue 
Fever  in  New  Orleans  is  from  a  let- 
ter to  one  of  the  Editors,  and  was 
not  intended  for  publication.  We 
publish  it,  however,  because  it  is 
a  fuller  account  of  the  disease  than 
we  have  seen  elsewhere. — Ed. 


II. 

On  Flooding. — From  Lectures  de- 
livered at  Guxfs  Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

Concluded  from  page  489. 

We  now,  Gentlemen,  pass  to 
the  consideration  of  the  third  sort 
of  cases,  frequent  in  consultation 
practice,  and  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance— I  mean  those  cases  in 
which  large  quantities  of  blood 
are  come  away  from  the  uterus, 
in  the  latter  months  more  espe- 
cially, and  where  you  find,  on  en- 
tering the  apartment,  that  the 
woman  is  already  dead  ;  or,  as 
more  frequently  happens,  that  she 
is  lying  in  a  state  merely  ap- 
proaching to  asphyxia.  To  two 
dead  females  I  have  been  called 
in  the  course  of  one  night,  both 
destroyed  before  my  arrival  by 
large  eruptions  of  blood  from  the 
womb.  And  should  you  meet 
with  cases  of  this  kind,  as  they 
must  occasionally  fall  within  the 
circle  of  a  comprehensive  prac- 
tice, your  first  consideration  re- 
lates to  the  removal  of  the  child. 

In  some  instances,  the  foetus, 
low  down  in  the  pelvis,  or  lodging 
in  a  dilated  os  uteri,  might  be  ab- 
stracted with  little  disturbance 
by  turning,  or  the  forceps  ;  in  oth- 
ers, the  OS  uteri  being  shut  more 
or  less  completely,  the  foetus 
could  not  be  extracted  without  vi- 
olence, by  the  natural  passages, 
and  the  razor,  and  the  Caesarian 
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incisions,  would,  in  a  scientific 
visw,  be  a  preferable  method  of 
delivery.  In  deaths  frora  flood- 
ing, however,  the  foetus  will  rare- 
ly be  found  alive.  The  inter- 
rupted placento-pulmonary  func- 
tion fiequently  destroys  it  even 
within  the  uterus,  perhaps  while 
the  mother  still  survives.  Consi- 
dering, as  I  do,  that  the  foetus 
ought  certainly  to  be  saved  frora 
drowning  ;  if  practicable,  I  should 
ill  my  own  family,  wish  the  child 
to  be  withdra\vn,  if  this  could  be 
accomplished  without  violence  ; 
but  shouKl  delivery  be  impracti- 
cable, without  laceration  of  the 
uterus,  or  the  Ceesarian  incisions, 
I  should  forbid  it.  Before  the 
patient  is  utterly  dead,  and  past 
all  feeling,  to  remove  the  foetus 
by  violence  is  a  horrid  cruelty^ 
which  we  must,  I  am  sure,  all  of 
us,  with  one  voice,  condemn  ;  and 
considering  how  possible  it  is,  that 
some  sensibility  may  still  inhere, 
even  when  an  ordinary  practition- 
er little  suspects  it,  as  the  secu- 
rity of  the  mother  is  always  para- 
mount in  British  midwifery,  in 
conformity  with  this  principle,  I 
think  that  severer  measures  ought 
to  be  forbidden  altogether,  inter- 
dicted even  in  those  cases  where 
the  woman  appears  to  be  dead. 
Generally,  however,  under  these 
large  discharges  of  blood,  on  ar- 
riving, you  find  your  patient  still 
living,  but  in  a  state  approaching 
to  asphyxia  ;  she  is  pale  and  ghast- 
ly, and  cold  and  gasping,  and,  in 
great  measure,  insensible  ;  her 
heart  flutters,  there  is  little  or  no 
pulse  in  the  wrist  ;  she  lives  still, 
but  the  grave  yawns  under  her, 
eager  for  its  prey  ;  move  her  from 
one  side  of  the  bed  to  the  other, 
she  dies  ;  disturb  the  clots  by 
passing  the  fingers  into  the  vagina, 
^he  dies.     It  is  clear  that  when 


patients  are  in  this  condition, 
trembling  upon  the  very  brink  of 
destruction,  there  is  but  little 
time  for  you  to  think  what  ought 
to  be  done  ;  these  are  moments 
in  which  it  becomes  your  duty 
not  to  reflect,  but  to  act.  Think 
now,  therefore,  before  the  mo- 
ment of  difficulty  arrives.  Be 
ready  with  all  the  rules  of  prac- 
tice, which  those  very  dangerous 
cases  require. 

Called  to  a  case  of  this  kind 
myself,  the  first  thing  I  do,  i,s  to 
direct  my  attention  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  these  bleed- 
ings occur  ;  for  these  floodings 
may  occur  in  the  pregnant,  or  the 
unimpregnated, — in  the  earlier  or 
in  the  latter  months,  without  the 
placenta  partially,  or  altogether 
covering  this  part — before  the 
birth  of  the /a/M5,  or  afterwards 
— or,  in  twin  cases,  one  child  be- 
ing born,  the  other  may  remain 
in  the  uterus — or,  when  the  se- 
cundines  have  to  appearance  been 
removed,  a  large  piece  may  still 
remain  in  the  uterus,  the  accouch- 
eur not  suspecting  in  the  latter, 
still  more  frequently  in  the  earli- 
er months.  These  points  are  of 
no  small  importance.  On  reach- 
ing, therefore,  the  apartment  of 
your  patient,  the  attention  should 
be  directed  immediately  to  all  of 
them  ;  this  is  easily  done,  if  you 
have  them  on  your  mind,  and 
should  certainly  by  no  means  be 
neglected.  What  are  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  flood- 
ings occur  .'' 

Again,  if  I  am  called  to  one  of 
those  cases  in  which  the  patient 
approaches  to  asphyxia,  I  ara 
anxious  to  know  whether  the 
bleeding  has  been  arrested  ;  some- 
times it  is  going  on,  more  fre- 
quently it  has  been  arrested,  or 
the  discharge  which  continues  is 
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a  mere  show.  To  determine  a  is  evidently  on  the  decline.  Af- 
point  so  important,  I  would  re-  ter  floodings  immediately,  women 
commend  you,  with  as  little  dis-  sometimes  die  in  a  moment,  but 
turbance  as  may  be,  to  clear  the  more  frequently  in  a  gradual  man- 
blood  from  the  genitals  ;  and  then,  ner  ;  and  over  the  victim  death 
again,  with  as  little  disturbance  shakes  his  dart,  and  to  you  she 
as  may  be,  to  spread  cautiously  a  stretches  out  her  helpless  hand 
napkin  between  the  hips  and  the  for  that  assistance,  which  you  can- 
bed  ;  this  done,  another  clean  not  give,  unless  by  transfusion.  I 
napkin,  interposed  between  the  have  seen  a  woman  dying  for  two 
thighs,  may  be  applied  against  the  or  three  hours  together,  convinc- 
orifice  of  the  vagina,  and  if  there  ed  in  my  own  mind  that  no  known 
is  no  further  discharge  the  napkin  remedy  could  save  her ;  the  sight 
will  retain  its  whiteness,  but  it  the  of  these  moving  cases  first  led  me 
bleeding  continue,  blood  will  make  to  transfusion.  Experience  is  the 
its  appearance  on  the  napkin  in  only  mean  of  acquiring  the  know- 
the  form  of  concretions  and  a  red  ledge  of  these  mortal  symptotns. 
patch,  broader  or  more  circum-  To  seize  the  tact  which  will  ena- 
scribed,  according  to  the  quantity  hie  you  to  determine  with  prompt- 
of  the  discharge.  Of  the  abun-  itude  and  certainty  whether  death 
dance  of  the  bleeding  you  may  must  ensue  or  not,  the  cases 
judge  from  the  color  ;  if  redder,  must  be  seen.  For  a  full  enume- 
then  larger  orifices  are  open — if  ration  of  the  symptoms  which  in- 
paler,  then  smaller;  or,  at  all  dicate  the  death  arising  from  inan- 
events,  in  the  latter  case  the  dis-  ition,  I  must  refer  you  to  the  his- 
charge  is  snialler,  and  of  course  tory  of  them  already  given  ;  it 
less  likely  to  be  productive  of  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  in  the 
danger.  way  of  repetition,  to  remark 
In  cases  of  this  kind  also,  where  here,  that  to  myself  the  fatal  ler- 
the  patient  is  approaching  to  as-  mination  is  principally  foreshown 
phyxia,  I  am  very  anxious  to  by  a  certain  ghastliness  of  the 
know  whether  the  system  be  on  countenance — by  a  restless  dispo- 
Ihe  rally  or  the  decline — a  most  sition  to  change  posture — by  a 
important  inquiry.  Now,  some-  long-continued  cessation  of  the 
times,  you  find  the  patient  is  evi-  pulse  in  the  wrist — by  a  gasping 
dently  improving  from  half  hour  respiration,  like  that  produced  by 
to  half  hour;  her  hands  and  feet  running — and  by  a  jactitation  of 
are  warmer — her  pulse  is  strong-  the  arms  and  legs,  joined  with  a 
er — hercountenance  is  brighter —  feeling  of  most  oppressive  an- 
her  mind  is  livelier — in  a  word,  guish.  From  these  symptoms,  as- 
there  are  all  those  appearances  sociated  with  the  or(iinary  signs  of 
of  amendment  which,  after  you  inanition,  women  seldom  escape  ; 
have  been  in  practice  a  little,  nor  must  it  be  forgotten,  that  they 
you  expect  lo  meet  with  when  sometimes,  in  a  fainting  fit,  die 
the  strength  is  rising.  On  the  oth-  suddenly,  or  more  slowly,  without 
er  hand,  however,  you  are  some-  the  harbingers  of  dissolution  to 
times  meeting  with  different  foreshow  the  event, 
cases,  in  which,  although  the  hae-  One  more  remark,  and  I  con- 
morrhage  is  stopped,  the  patient  elude.     If  you  are  called  to  cases 
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in  which  there  has  been  a  good  or  four  minutes  together,  I  thought 
deal  of  discharge  from  the  uterus,  the  patient  taouIcI  have  sunk  ;  and, 
the  patient  lying  in  a  state  ap-  really,  the  recovery  might  more 
proaching  to  asphyxia,  you  will  properly  be  ascribed  to  our  good 
sometimes  tind  her,  as  you  enter  fortune,  than  our  good  practice, 
the  room,  supplicating  that  her  Only  the  other  night  I  was  called 
posture  may  be  changed,  and  this  to  a  patient,  in  whom  there  was  a 
more  especially,  if  under  the  large  discharge  of  blood  from  the 
flooding  restlesness  have  super-  uterus,  and  where  the  woman  was. 
vened.  Now  I  wish  you  to  under-  reduced  to  a  state  approaching  to 
stand,  most  distinctly,  that  the  asphyxia,  though  likely  to  do  well ; 
change  of  posture  is  very  danger-  this  woman,  contrary  to  my  wish- 
ous,  and  that  frequently,  when  it  es,  was  moved,  and  for  a  fevv 
is  allowed,  it  does  not  afford  the  minutes  her  life  seemed,  of  con- 
expected  relief.  When  a  great  sequence,  to  be  in  danger  the 
deal  of  blood  is  come  away  from  most  imminent.  So  that  to  re- 
the  uterus,  even  where  the  pa-  vert  to  the  rule  with  which  I  set 
tient  is  rallying  and  likely  to  do  out,  and  which  these  facts  illus- 
vvell,  and  where,  perhaps,  for  two  trate,  remember,  that  if  you  are 
or  three  hours  together,  but  little  called  to  cases  in  which  the  wo- 
discharge  has  occurred,  were  you  men  are  lying  in  a  condition  ap- 
to  direct  the  patient  to  be  lifted  proaching  to  asphyxia,  you  ought 
from  one  side  of  the  bed  to  the  never  without  need  to  move  them 
other,  you  might  cause  a  terrific  at  all — and,  above  all,  you  ought 
disturbance  of  the  circulation,  or  not  to  move  them  into  the  erect 
a  renewal  of  the  discharge  des-  posture.  One  change  you  may, 
tructive  to  life.  One  woman,  in  perhaps,  sometimes  make  with 
whom  a  large  bleeding  had  been  advantage,  gently  and  cautiously 
suppressed,  perished,  in  this  man-  raising  the  legs,  so  as  to  bring  the 
ner,  under  my  own  observation  ;  blood  upon  the  heart  and  central 
to  appearance  all  danger  was  over  parts  of  the  body  ;  you  may  with 
— like  a  thunder-cloud  it  was  equal  caution  and  gentleness  with- 
passed  away — when,  unhappily,  draw  the  pillows,  and  suffer  the 
she  rose  to  the  erect  posture  ;  the  head  to  sink  below  the  shoulders ; 
flooding  was  renewed,  and  she  the  head,  if  the  woman  chance  to 
sank.  Many  years  ago,  this  case  be  already  lying  close  upon  the 
occurred  to  me,  and  made  a  strong  edge  of  the  bedstead,  being  al- 
impression  on  my  mind.  A  pa-  lowed  to  hang  down  over  it  a  lit- 
tierit,  on  whom  I  performed  the  tie  way  so  as  to  facilitate  the  ac- 
operation  of  transfusion,  and  who  cess  of  the  blood  to  the  brain, 
was  very  etfectually  relieved  by  All  this,  I  say,  you  may  perhaps 
it  (ultimately  recovering)  two  or  do,  in  these  cases,  with  gentle- 
three  hours  afterwards,  was  so  ness,  with  caution — shall  I  add, 
urgent  with  me  to  allow  a  change  with  fear  and  trembling  ;  but,  af- 
of  position,  that  my  feelings  sub-  ter  all,  I  am  not  altogether  con- 
duing  my  judgment,  I  assented,  vinced  of  the  excellence  of  the 
From  this  disturbance  of  the  bo-  practice,  nor  dare  I  dogmatically 
dy,  however,  such  perturbation  of  pronounce,  that  it  is  either  very 
the  heart  ensued,  that  for  three  useful  or  very  safe. 
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III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

On  the  Employment  of  Cotton   in 
the  Treatment  of  Burns. 

Raw  cotton,  or  cotton  wool,  has 
been  for  some  time  a  popular  re- 
medy for  barns,  but  it  has  not 
been  much  used  by  professional 
men,  and  although  we  are  aware 
that  some  surgeons  employ  it  ex- 
tensively, indiscriminately,  and, 
as  they  have  assured  us,  invaria- 
bly with  good  effects.  Dr.  Ander- 
son, of  the  Glasgow  Infirmary,  is 
the  first  person  in  this  country 
who  has  subjected  it  fully  to  pub- 
lic trial,  and  brought  it  under  the 
notice  of  his  brethren  in  a  me- 
thodical and  satisfactory  way.  He 
appears  to  use  it  in  every  form  of 
burn,  and  at  every  stage  of  its 
progress. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  its 
effects  in  all  instances, — whether 
of  recent  superficial  burn  causing 
vesication,  or  of  recent  deep  dis- 
organization of  the  true  skin  and 
cellular  tissue,  or  of  superficial 
inflammation  and  suppuration  suc- 
ceeding a  superficial  injury,  or  of 
deep  sloughing, — is  to  allay  pain 
and  irritation  of  every  sort  rapidly 
and  altogether.  Several  of  Dr. 
Anderson's  patients  who  had  been 
treated  for  former  burns,  accord- 
ing to  various  old  methotis,  assur- 
ed him  they  had  never  exj)erienc- 
ed  such  relief  from  pain  before. 
It  is  remarkable,  indeed,  that 
even  in  those  hopeless  cases  in 
which  the  integuments  have  been 
extensively  and  deeply  destroyed, 
and  in  which  death  must  almost 
inevitably  ensue,  the  application 
of  the  cotton  is  speedily  followed 
by  marked  relief,  nay,  by  the  to- 
tal and  permanent  departure  of 
sulfering.     In  consequence  of  this 


allaying  of  irritation,  the  pulse 
comes  down,  the  heat  of  the  body 
diminishes,  the  anxiety  ceases, 
sleep  is  restored,  and  the  appe- 
tite returns. 

By  thus  checking  the  inflamma- 
tory action  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  surface  only  of  the  true  skin 
is  injured,  the  cotton  always  great- 
ly accelerates  the  cure,  and  will 
often  complete  it  without  leaving 
any  material  cicatrix  or  scar  ; 
whereas  in  all  the  common  modes 
of  treatment,  the  inflammatory 
action  being  allowed  to  go  on,  the 
deeper  layers  of  the  true  skin, 
though  not  primarily  injured,  ul- 
cerate or  slough  away,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  sore  cannot  heal 
without  leaving  an  ugiy  scar. 
This  is  one  of  the  chief  excel- 
lences of  the  new  mode.  The 
cotton  forms  with  the  discharge  a 
substitute  for  the  epidermis,  un- 
der protection  of  which  the  pro- 
cess for  the  formation  of  tiie  new 
cuticle  takes  place  undisturbed 
by  external  irritations.  Thus,  in 
the  case  of  a  collier  who  had  the 
hands,  a  portion  of  both  arms  and 
both  legs,  as  well  as  the  face, 
severely  scorched  by  an  explosion 
of  fire-damp,  the  cotton  was  ap- 
plied to  all  the  injured  parts  and 
left  untouched  for  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen days.  On  then  removing  the 
mould  or  mask  which  the  matted 
col  ton  and  discharges  had  formed, 
it  \vas  seen  that  many  inches  of 
the  circumference  of  the  sores 
were  healed,  and  that  the  central 
parts  of  the  sores  were  on  a  level 
with  the  surrounding  integuments, 
and  were  not  granulations,  but 
simply  "  the  papillae  of  the  true 
skin  denuded  of  the  culicle,  in- 
flamed and  enlarged  so  as  to  pre- 
sent a  granular  appearance."  The 
sores  were  almost  entirely  cica- 
trized in  lour  weeks,  a  few  points 
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only  remaining  open  for  some  time 
longer  ;  and  instead  of  any  scars 
being  left  behind,  the  only  change 
ultimately  observed  was  that  the 
skin  appeared  redder  than  natu- 
ral, and  that  the  patient,  previ- 
ously marked  with  the  smallpox, 
had  got  rid  of  the  deformity.  ''In 
such  a  case  as  this,"  continues 
Dr.  Anderson,  "under  the  usual 
treatment  by  frequent  removal  of 
the  dressings,  of  whatever  kind 
they  may  be,  the  parts  must  have 
become  open  granulating  sores, 
of  ditlicult  and  tedious  cure, which 
would  have  left  scars  destroying 
the  motions  of  the  fingers,  disfi- 
guring the  face,  and  probably  pro- 
ducing edropium  in  one  or  both 
eyes."  Dr.  Anderson  has  farther 
had  a  good  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing the  relative  effects  of  the 
cotton,  and  of  the  common  treat- 
ment with  the  Ummcntum  calcis^ 
by  trying  each  in  the  case  of  a  girl 
who  had  both  legs  similarly  and 
severely  burnt.  The  leg  which 
was  dressed  with  cotton  gave  her 
little  uneasiness,  and  on  the  cotton 
being  removed  for  the  first  time 
at  the  close  of  the  third  week,  a 
new  and  sound  skin  presented  it- 
self. On  the  contrary,  the  other 
leg  continued  long  inflamed  and 
acutely  painful  ;  and  although  the 
sores  were  treated  with  a  variety 
of  applications  according  to  their 
state,  there  were  several  trouble- 
some ulcers  remaining  at  the  end 
of  two  months,  and  they  did  not 
heal  entirely  for  a  month  more. 

AVhen  the  injury  caused  imme- 
diately by  the  burn  is  so  severe 
and  deep  as  to  have  killed  or  dis- 
organized the  whole  thickness  of 
the  true  skin,  and  when  conse- 
quently a  slough  must  be  thrown 
off,  it  is  well  known  that  the  pro- 
cess of  separation  is  usually  very 
tedious,   the  cicatrix   contracted 


and  injurious  to  the  movements  of 
the  joints  and  the  circulation  of 
the  blood,  and  that  very  frequent- 
ly the  constitution  sinks  under  the 
violence  of  the  inflammation  or 
the  profuseness  of  the  ensuing  dis- 
charge. All  these  evils,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Anderson,  are  greatly 
mitigated  by  the  use  of  the  cot- 
ton. A  very  striking  case  in  point, 
namely,  the  Sth,  well  deserves  to 
be  here  related  in  detail.  A  cart- 
er, 23  years  of  age,  was  severely 
scorched  by  his  clothes  cjitching 
fire.  Almost  the  whole  back  be- 
low the  level  of  the  lower  edge 
of  the  scapulffi,  and  a  great  part 
of  the  right  side  were  dry,  hard, 
and  brown  like  leather,  and  the 
surrounding  skin  was  red  and  ve- 
sicated. Round  the  right  leg  was 
a  band  of  similarly  disorganized  in- 
tegument three  inches  in  breadth  ; 
and  almost  the  whole  left  thigh 
and  left  elbow  were  in  the  same 
state.  Three  days  after  the  ac- 
cident he  came  under  Dr.  Ander- 
son's care  in  the  Glasgow  Infirma- 
ry. Cotton  was  applied  over  the 
whole  injured  parts,  after  they 
had  been  anointed  with  oil  of  tur- 
pentine. The  pain  was  soon  much 
alleviated.  On  the  fifth  and  se- 
venth days  after  admission,  por- 
tions of  soaked  cotton  were  re- 
moved, without,  however,  expos- 
ing the  surface.  On  the  eighth 
day  the  left  thigh  was  examined, 
and  presented  a  healthy  sore  with 
little  of  the  slough  remaning;  and 
the  patient  continued  free  of  pain 
and  constitutional  disturbance. 
The  cotton  was  reapplied,  and  on 
the  twelfth  day  all  the  sloughs  had 
separated,  except  from  the  back, 
and  healthy  sores  had  formed  in 
their  place.  On  the  fourteenth 
day  the  cotton  was  for  the  first 
time  removed  from  the  back,  so 
as  to   expose   the  surface,  which 
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was  found  healthy  and  level  with 
the  surrounding  healthy  skin,  ex- 
cept at  one  point  where  a  deep 
slough  was  still  attached.  This, 
however,  was  separating  rapidly, 
and  on  the  twenty-second  day  it 
came  away.  The  patient  slept 
always  comfortably  from  the  very 
day  of  his  admission.  Exuberant 
granulations  subsequently  rose  up; 
but  they  were  kept  down  by  pres- 
sure with  sheet-lead  and  pads,  and 
the  use  of  cotton  steeped  in  sti- 
mulant lotions,  and  then  well  dried 
and  carded.  "  These  applications 
were  removed  about  once  a  w  eek, 
and  at  every  examination  there 
was  found  to  be  a  gradual  forma- 
tion of  new  skin,  which,  instead  of 
being  hard,  contracted,  and  ele- 
vated, was  soft,  smooth,  and  le- 
vel." At  the  end  of  three  months, 
a  few  inches  of  surface  only  re- 
mained open.  Dr.  Anderson  ob- 
serves upon  this  case,  that  he  had 
never  seen  so  bad  a  one  recover 
under  any  other  plan  of  treatment; 
that  it  was  the  general  opinion  of 
those  who  saw  the  man  that  he 
could  not  recover,  and  that  he 
doubts  whether  a  similar  case  of 
cure  could  be  produced.  "  I  am 
quite  satisfied  at  least,"  continues 
he,  "  that  no  one  can  be  pointed 
out  in  which  the  treatment  was 
so  easy,  both  for  the  surgeon  and 
the  patient  ;  and  where  was  nei- 
ther the  loss  of  a  single  night's 
sleep,  nor  the  occurrence  of  a 
single  syhiptom  requiring  the  pre- 
scription of  more  than  a  simple 
laxative  medicine." 

Dr.  Anderson  seems  to  consi- 
der, that,  in  consequence  of  the 
tendency  of  the  treatment  with 
cotton  to  bring  about  the  filling 
up  of  breaches  of  substance,  and 
the  fo' ination  of  a  soft,  extensile 
cuticle,  recovery  from  deep  burns 
when  effected  bv   means  of  this 


remedy,  will  not  be  so  apt  to  be 
attended  with  contraction  of  the 
joints,  or  with  obstruction  to  the 
passage  of  the  sweat  and  insensi- 
ble perspiration, — both  of  which 
consequences,  and  particularly 
the  former,  have  been  often  re- 
marked after  recovery  by  the  old 
plans. 

He  concludes  his  paper  with 
some  directions  for  preparing  and 
applying  the  cotton,  and  for  aiding 
its  operation  by  collateral  treat- 
ment. The  cotton,  he  remarks, 
ought  to  be  finely  carded  in  narrow 
fleeces,  thin  enough  to  be  translu- 
cent. If  the  burn  chiefly  consists 
of  vesications,  the  serum  is  to  be 
let  out,  and  the  parts  washed  with 
tepid  water.  If  the  skin  is  more 
deeply  scorched,  a  spirituous  or 
turpentine  lotion  is  better.  The 
cotton  is  then  applied  in  succes- 
sive layers,  till  the  injured  parts 
are  completely  protected  from 
the  eff"ects  of  motion  and  pressure; 
and  a  bandage  may  sometimes  be 
necessary  to  retain  it.  V/hen  the 
discharge  from  any  part  is  so  great 
as  to  soak  through  the  cotton,  or 
when  it  has  become  insupportably 
ofifensive,  as  sometimes  happens 
in  summer  weather,  layers  of  the 
cotton  should  be  removed  as  far 
as  can  be  done  without  exposing 
the  injured  surface,  and  fresh  lay- 
ers are  to  be  applied  in  their 
place.  But  it  is  very  desirable 
to  keep  the  whole  body  for  many 
days  in  a  state  of  complete  repose, 
and  therefore  the  first  dressings 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  un- 
disturbed as  long  as  possible,  not- 
witlistanding  the  importunate  com- 
plaints often  uttered  by  the  patient 
against  the  ofl'ensive  smell  of  the 
discharges.  Charpie,  wadding, 
and  patent  or  Liverpool  lint,  will 
answer  every  purpose  fulfilled  by 
the  cotton.     Dr.  Anderson  prefers 
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the  cotton  or  wadding  in  the  first 
instance,  and  the  charpie  or  lint 
for  granulating  sores  that  require 
pressure. 

The  surgical  profession  is  much 
indebted  to  the  author  for  having 
given  this  remedy  so  fair  and  am- 
ple a  trial,  and  we  doubt  not  will 
rejoice  to  find  from  future  expe- 
rience, that  his  commendation  of 
it  is  not  exaggerated.  We  should 
add,  what,  indeed,  is  probably 
known  well  enough,  that  it  was 
first  brought  forward  as  a  profes- 
sional remedy  in  the  United 
States.  Dr.  Anderson  adds,  that 
he  has  been  informed  it  is  a  fa- 
vorite cure  for  burns  in  Greece. 
"       Edin.  Med.  Journal. 

Symptomatic  Diabetes  JMellitus. 

It  is  an  important  fact  in  the 
pathology  of  this  mysterious  dis- 
ease, that  when  the  system  is  gra- 
dually sinking  under  phthisis,  one 
of  its  commonest  terminations,  or 
when  life  is  cut  short  more  ab- 
ruptly by  some  other  supervening 
disorder,  the  morbid  secretion 
sometimes  returns  to  its  healthy 
state, — a  proof  that  the  elabora- 
tion of  saccharine  matter  in  the 
kidney  is  not  owing  to  an  organic 
change  in  structure,  but  simply  to 
derangement  of  function.  A  new 
and  singular  fact  of  the  same  na- 
ture has  been  detailed  by  Dr. 
Bennewitz  in  Osann's  Clinical  Re- 
port for  1823-4-5  ;  namely,  the 
occurrence  of  diabetes  mellitus 
in  conjunction  with  pregnancy. 
The  case  is  in  many  respects  in- 
teresting. A  stout  young  woman 
who  previously  had  three  child- 
ren, and  always  carried  her  child 
to  the  full  time  without  any  ma- 
terial disturbance  of  her  health, 
became  pregnant  for  the  fourth 
time.  During  the  whole  of  that 
pregnancy     ue    was    tormented 


with  insatiable  thirst,  and  profuse 
discharge  of  urine  ;  but  as  she  had 
no  other  complaint  of  sufficient 
moment  to  attract  her  attention, 
she  did  not  apply  for  advice  ;  and 
the  nature  of  the  urine  was  never 
ascertained,  as  the  quantity  of 
liquid  she  drank  was  naturally 
thought  to  be  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  increased  quantity 
of  liquid  discharged.  The  thirst 
and  diuresis  ceased  suddenly  soon 
after  she  was  delivered,  and  she 
recovered  perfectly.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  she  became  preg- 
nant for  the  fifth  time  ;  and  hardly 
had  the  pregnancy  begun  when 
the  thirst  and  diuresis  reappeared 
even  in  a  more  tormenting  degree 
than  before  ;  no  other  symptom  of 
ill  health,  however,  accompanied 
them,  so  that  it  was  not  till  the 
seventh  month  that  she  applied 
for  medical  advice,  and  even  theft 
thirst  was  her  chief  complaint. 
The  desire  for  drink,  caused  by  a 
burning  and  itching  sensation  in 
the  throat,  was  such  that  she 
drank  daily  five  or  six  Berlin 
quarts  ;  but  her  hunger  was  not 
preternatural.  Her  digestion  at 
the  same  time  was  vigorous  ;  and 
although  she  said  she  had  been 
much  stronger  at  the  commence- 
ment of  her  pregnancy,  she  was 
still  a  stout-looking  woman.  The 
urine  considerably  exceeded  in 
quantity  the  liquid  drank,  amount- 
ing in  fact  to  eighteen  medicinal 
pounds  ;  it  was  watery  and  mud- 
dy ;  had  a  faint  smell  like  stale 
beer  ;  and  had  a  taste  resembling 
that  of  beer,  but  much  sweeter. 
The  tongue  was  clean  and  dark- 
red  ;  the  mouth  constantly  dry  ; 
the  gums  shining,  red,  and  retract- 
ed, so  that  the  *eeth  were  loose  ; 
the  voice  weak  and  hoarse  ;  the 
bowels  regular  ;  her  sleep  dis- 
turbed by  calls  to  drink  ;  the  skin 
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rough,  liarsh,  dry,  never  perspi- 
rable ;  the  pulse  full,  hard,  and 
frequent  ;  the  temperature  of  the 
body  irregular  ; — and  menstrua- 
lion  had  continued  during  the 
whole  period  of  her  pregnancy. 
Latterly  she  had  also  pains  in  the 
loins,  shooting  towards  the  pubis, 
and  particularly  troublesome  when 
she  walked.  No  symptom  what- 
ever could  be  detected  of  a  local 
affection  of  the  kidneys.  On  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  the  pulse 
twelve  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  from  a  vein  ;  hut  no  change 
whatever  was  caused  in  the 
symptoms.  The  blood  drawn 
formed  an  abundant  dark-red  cras- 
samentum  without  sizyness,  and  a 
clear  serum  of  a  peculiar  faintly- 
sweetish  smell  and  taste.  A 
strict  animal  diet  and  warm  cloth- 
ing were  then  enjoined,  together 
with  the  occasional  use  of  magne- 
sia and  hyoscyamus  to  keep  the 
bowels  moderately  open  ;  but  al- 
though she  in  consequence  seemed 
to  feel  more  comfortable,  the 
state  of  the  urinary  secretion  re- 
mained unaltered.  About  this 
time  it  was  analyzed  by  Hermb- 
slacdt,  and  found  to  contain  two 
ounces  of  saccharine  matter  per 
pound  (civilpfund) .  At  length  the 
labor  pains  commenced  prema- 
turely, (the  precise  time  not 
mentioned,)  and  she  was  deliver- 
ed of  a  female  infant  weighing 
twelve  pounds,  and  which  died  in 
the  passages.  Next  day  she  was 
attacked  with  great  weakness, 
tearing  pain  in  the  lower  belly,  so 
acute  that  she  could  not  bear  the 
pressure  of  the  bed-clothes,  de- 
lirium, flushiijg  of  the  counte- 
nance ;  but  as  the  lochia  continued 
to  flow  naturally,  she  was  not  sub- 
jected to  any  particular  treatment. 
Next  day,  however,  the  same 
6ym|)tnmscontinuing,l'^echeswe.'e 
applied   to   the   abdomen,   and  a 


laxative  administered.  The  ope- 
ration of  the  latter  was  followed 
by  profuse  perspiration,  the  first 
she  had  had  since  her  pregnancy 
began.  The  inflammatory  symp- 
toms then  ra|)idly  disajjpeared  ;  at 
the  same  time  the  thirst,  diure- 
sis, and  saccharine  tasle  of  the 
urine  became  less  and  less,  and 
she  was  soon  restored  to  perfect 
health.  The  urine  was  carefully 
analyzed  again  by  Hermbstaedt, 
(at  what  distance  of  time  after 
delivery  is  not  stated ;)  and  he 
could  not  detect  in  it  any  trace  of 
sugar.  Six  months  after  being 
dismissed  cured,  she  became  preg- 
nant a  sixth  time.  The  relater 
did  not  see  her  during  tliis  preg- 
nancy ;  but  he  was  subsequently 
informed  by  her  that  she  had  the 
same  thirst,  heat  in  the  throat, 
and  diuresis,  though  in  a  much 
less  degree  than  formerly  ;  and 
that  in  addition  she  had  a  profuse 
Jiuor  albus^  which  no  treatment 
could  check  during  her  pregnan- 
cy, but  which  ceased  of  its  own 
accord  soon  after  delivery. 
Ed.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ. 

On  the  Discharge  of  Hair  with  the 
Urine. 

Tl)e  following  notice  of  a  case  of 
this  description  lately  observed  by 
M.  Boyer  of  Montpellier,  has  ap- 
peared in  the  Nouvelle  Bibliothcque 
Medicale.  A  young  woman  24  years 
of  age  was  suddeidy  seized  during 
the  course  of  her  second  pregnancy, 
with  frequent  desire  to  pass  urine, 
which  was  muddy,  purulent,  mixed 
with  hairs,  and  some  of  the  hairs 
■were  encrusted  with  saline  concre- 
tions. After  her  delivery,  which 
took  place  at  the  ordinary  period, 
she  continued  for  some  time  to  pass 
hairs.  Her  husband  subsequently 
pulled  out  a  large  quantity  of  tiictn 
;  y  means  of  a  blunt  brass  hook, 
which  he  succeeded  in  introducing 
into  the   blac  Jer.       This  operation, 
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vhich  sfave  her  great  relief,  was  per- 
formed in  the  presence  of  Delpech. 
Tliat  gentleman  suspecting  li)e  pre- 
sence of  a  calculus  in  the  bladder, 
made  an  incision  through  the  superior 
parietes  of  tlie  urethra,  and  actually 
extracted  a  small  stone,  and  several 
masses  of  hairs.  Injections  into  the 
bladder  brought  away  still  more  of 
them,  and  another  mass  beins:  disco- 
vered in  the  bladder  with  the  finger, 
it  was  extracted  with  a  pair  of  for- 
ceps. She  then  appeared  to  reco- 
ver ;  but  at  the  end  of  a  couple  of 
months,  tlie  pain  and  discliarge  of 
hairs  returned.  The  bladder  was 
then  again  explored,  and  there  was 
withdrawn  from  it  a  substance  as  big 
f^as  a  hen's  eg?,  in  which  it  was  easy 
to  recognize  a  portion  of  skin  cover- 
ed with  hair,  and  a  mass  of  bone  re- 
sembling the  zygomatic  apophysis, 
and  presenting  an  alveolar  process, 
with  a  grinding  tooth  in  it.  "  From 
these  facts  it  must  be  inferred,  that 
there  was  not  in  this  case  a  true  pili- 
miztion,  (a  phenomenon,  the  exist- 
ence of  which  is  questioned  by  most 
authors,)  but  rather  the  excretion  of 
an  ovum  imperfectly  developed. — lb. 

On  the  Treatment  of  Erysipelas  hy 
numerous  Punctures  in  the  affect- 
ed Part. 

Dr.  Dobson,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lrw- 
rence,  describes  a  method  of  treating 
erysipelas  which  he  has  adopted  for 
more  than  twelve  years,  and  in  seve- 
ral hundred  cases.  It  consists  iu 
making  punctures  with  the  point  of 
a  lancet,  in  number  from  ten  to  fifty, 
and  in  depth  from  two  to  four-tenths 
of  an  inch.  These  punctures  are 
repeated  "  mostly  twice  a-day  ;  and 
often,  in  bad  cases,  three  or  four 
times  in  the  twenty-f<iur  hours."  A 
quantity  of  blood  and  serum  exude. 
The  punctures  "  mostly  heal  in  a  few 
hours,  and  never  entail  any  material 
injury;"  ihey  are  practised  early  in  the 
disease,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  body. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

VV'e  have   received  a  request  from  a 
correspond ^r  I   :^>   publiih  some    ac- 


count of  the  virtues,  preparation,  and 
mode  of  administering  some  of  the 
new  medicines  which  have  been  in- 
troduced within  a  few  years.  We 
shall  endeavor  speedily  to  comply 
with  it, 

A  communication  has  also  been 
received  from  Dr.  George  Choate^ 
Salem,  and  shall  appear  next  week. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OF     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  Sept.  13,  at  noon. 

Aug.  6.  Stephen  ■Raymond,  38  yrs. 

Jarvis  Clapp,  39 

Hastian  Gardner,  12  mo. 

Joel  Atherton,  31   yrs. 
Mary  Whall  (Rainsford  L)     7  mo. 
Thomas  A.  L.  Hutchinson,      9 
Ann  Fairbanks,  "  y^* 

Ordine  W.  Lewis,  2 

7.  Amasa  Penniman,  66 
Son  of  Ellis  Gray  Loring,        2  w. 

8.  Jane  M.  Ginnis,  48  yrs. 
David  Hayden,  30 
Benj.  Gaie  Houston,  37 
John  Buss,  38 
Agnes  Trask,  76 
Aroline  Lovejov,  6  mo. 
William  Garrett,  39  yrs. 
Elizabeth  Lane,  36 

9.  William  Ireon.  17  mo. 
William  H.  Wells,  11  w. 
Elizabeth  Nash,  16  mo. 
John  L.  White,  51  yrs. 
Thomas  Moore,  18  mo. 
Olive  F.  Reed,  3 
Sarah  E.  Plamboeck,  8  yrs. 

10.  Thomas  Holland,  45 
James  W.  Jordan,  17  mo. 
David  Craig,  29  yrs. 
IMary  Dilling,  40 
Sybil  A.  Leonard,  4 
Jeremiah  Dorthy,  12  mo 

11.  Edward  B.  Coleman,  33  yrs. 
Dennis  Kennedy,  40 
Mary  Elizabeth  Johnson,       11  roo. 
Susan  Jones,  12 
Martha  J.  Pedder,  27  yrs. 
Michael  Kennedy,  12  mo. 

12.  Mary  Ann  FIvm,  14 
Harriet  W.  Knights,  8 
Sarah  B.  Wilhams,  8 
Tabitha  Hutchins,  59  yrs. 
Nath.  Dodge,  53 

13.  Hammond  Howe  Hayden,      11  mo. 
Bilious  fever,  3 — consumption,  .5 — cholera 

infaniurn,  4~canker,  2 — canker  in  the  bowels, 
2 — dysentery,  4 — delirium  tremens,  2 — dropsy 
in  the  head,  2— hooping  cough,  1 — intemper- 
ance, 4 — infantile,  1 — inflammation  in  the  bow- 
elsj  ] — old  age,  1 — -cirrhus.  1 — smallpox,  I — 
stoppage  in  the  bo>  ,  1— teething^  2— typhus 
fever,  1 — unknown,  o.  Males,  25 — females, 
18.     Total,  43. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL  IIVSTITTJTIOX  OF 
HARVARD  UNIVERSI  TY. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  will  be- 
gia  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  .Miis?achusetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, M^ason-s'reet,  Boston. 

.Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warren. 
Chimislry.  by  Dr.  Wkbster. 
Materia  Mtdica^  by  Dr.  Bigelow. 
Midwiftry    and  Medical    Jurisprudence^ 

by  Dr.  Chanm.\g. 
Theory  and   Fraccice  of  Physic^   by  Dr. 

Jackson. 

The  Lectures  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
The  Class  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Dr.  Jackson's  Clinical 
Lecture  on  the  Cases,  without  fees. — 
Separate  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Surgery  are  given  by  Dr.  Warren  without 
fees.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  which 
will  probably  afford  as  great  facilities  as 
can  be  desired,  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
at  any  school  in  the  United  States.  The 
use  of  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  College  may  be  obtained  during 
the  Course,  by  paying  one  dollai^'.  The 
Professor  of  Chemistry  will  receive  private 
pupils  for  instruction  in  the  Laboratory. 
WALTER  CHANNING, 

Dean  of  I  he  Faculty. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18'i7, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"■  Resolved.,  'I'hat  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  jnirpose  a  premium  of  fifty  doi.i-ARS 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous ;  and  also  to  investigate  tl\e  ef- 


fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  xiot  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined,  «■ 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on.the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums.__  may   be    left  at   the    office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,   Bostcjji,  or  sent  ■ 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  C6mmittee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C,  WARREN,      ) 

ZAHDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    S  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  ) 

A  dissertation  marked  "  Fom  el  Origo 
Mali,-'''  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  ofnorspapers  are  respectfjilly  re- 
quested to  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9. 

Some  persons  having  believed  that  the 
premium  offered  by  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 
for  the  best  dissertation  on  Intemperance, 
is  to  be  confined  to  the  members  of  the 
Society ,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
above  named  premium  is  open  to  all  who 
may  incline  to  become  candidates  for  it. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 
Druggist  and  .Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  Sz  Henry  While.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, Szc.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES^ 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  289  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received*  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PQR'IUGUESE  LEECHES. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  m,onths,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  ii  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AIVD  SURGICAL 

JOURNAL, 


MASSACHUSETTS  ge:;eral  hospital. 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1S2S. 


Vol.  r. 


No.  33. 


I. 

Aliiure  and  Treatment  of  Ery- 
sipelas. 
Three  papers  on  these  subjects 
are  published  in  the  last,  the  14th, 
volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal  Transactions  of  London.  They 
occupy  over  two  hundred  pages  of 
the  volume.  It  is  proposed  in 
the  following  article  to  offer  the 
readers  of  this  Journal  a  condens- 
ed view  of  these  papers.  Ery- 
sipelas has  within  a  few  years 
attracted  much  attention,  and  a 
great  amount  of  very  valuable 
information  respecting  it  has  been 
published.  These  papers,  along 
with  the  particular  views  of  the 
authors,  furnish  useful  summaries 
of  what  others  have  done.  The 
first  is  by  Mr.  Lawrence.  He 
agrees  with  those  who  regard  ery- 
sipelas as  an  affection  essentially 
inflammatory.  In  its  simplest 
form,  when  it  only  affects  the 
surface,  it  is  called  erythema. 
Simple  erysipelas  is  a  more  violent 
cutaneous  affection,  with  effusion 
into  the  cellular  texture,  and 
33 


generally  with  vesication  :  phleg- 
monous erysipelas  is  the  severest 
form  ;  it  involves  the  cellular 
and  adipous  membrane,  and  causes 
in  them  suppuration  and  mortifi- 
cation. The  following  description 
of  simple  erysipelas  is  from  Mr. 
Lawrence's  paper. 

"  In  simple  erysipelas  the  skin  is 
preternaturally  red  and  shining, 
having  a  light  or  rosy  tint  in  the 
early  stage  and  slighter  cases  of 
the  affection;  whence  in  some  lan- 
guages it  has  received  the  popular 
appellation  of  the  ?'05e  ;  while  in 
other  instances  it  is  of  a  bright  scar- 
let, or  even  a  deep  and  livid  red. 
The  color  disappears  on  pressure, 
returning  as  soon  as  the  pressure 
is  removed.  If  the  skin  alone  be 
affected,  there  is  hardly  any  per- 
ceptible swelling,  and  no  tension  ; 
yet  some  difference  is  perceived 
between  the  sound  and  the  inflath- 
ed  part  by  pressing  the  finger  over 
it.  Erysipelas,  however,  is  sel- 
dom confined  to  the  skin,  except 
in  the  slightest  cases;  effusion  soon 
takes  place  into  the  cellular  tex- 
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ture,  causing  a  soft  swelling  ;  and  is  too  slight  for  that  termination 

this  may  be  considerable,  together  in  most  cases  of  simple  erysipelas, 

n'ilh   much  tension   and  a  shining  It  may,    however,   become  more 

surface,  when  a  large  part  of  the  severe  at  one  point ;  and  thus  we 

body,  or  an  entire  limb,  is  involv-  occasionally  see  the  formation  of 

ed.     The  inflamed  part  is  hot  and  abscess   under    the    skin   towards 

painful  ;  at  first  a  stinging  or  itch-  the  decline,   or  after   the   disap- 

ing  is  felt,  which  soon  becomes  a  pearance  of  the  general  erysipe- 

sharp  smarting  and  burning  sensa-  latous  redness, 
tion,  with  acute  pain  on  pressure.         "  This   inflammation  generally 

The  pain  is  not  so  intense  and  un-  attacks  a  considerable  surface   of 

remitting  as  in  phlegmon,  nor  is  it  the  skin,  the  inflamed   part  being 

attended    with    throbbing.      Tliis  irregularly    circumscribed    by   a 

kind  of  inflammation  often  ends  by  defined  line.       It  spreads  quickly 

resolution  ;  the  redness  and  other  to  the  neighboring  skin,  declining 

symptoms   disappearing,    and    the  and  disappearing  in  the   part  first 

skin  recovering   its  natural  state,  aff'ected  ;    and  this   alternation  is 

with  or  without  desquamation  of  repeated  until   the  whole  surface 

the   cuticle.     Frequently    serous  of  the  head  and  face,  of  a  limb, 

eiTusion  takes  place  from  the  in-  or  of  the  trunk,  has  been  succes- 

flamed  surface,  elevating  the  cu-  sively  inflamed.      Thus  we  com- 

ticle  into   smaller  or    larger  vesi-  monly  see   the  various  stages   of 

cles,  or  into  buUiB  like  those  pro-  erysipelas  existing  together  at  the 

duced  by  blisters,  or  raising  it  by  same  time  indifl'erent  parts  of  the 

a   soft  yellow  jelly-like   deposit,  skin  ;    the   portion  last  afl'ected  is 

which   remains   slightly   adherent  red  and  swelled  ;  another  part  is 

to  both  the  cutis  and  cuticle,  and  vesicated,    while    others   exhibit 

exactly  resembles  the  efl'ect  often  incrustation    and     desquamation, 

produced  by  the  common  blister-  Sometimes   it  leaves  entirely  the 

in"-  plaster.     The  contents  of  the  part  first  aflfected,  to  appear  in  a 

vesicles  or  bullaj  are  transparent,  distant  situation.      Its  origin,  de- 

sometimes   nearly   colorless,    but  velopnient,  and  complete  termina- 

inore  commonly  yellowish  ;  some-  tion,  seldom  take  place  in  one  and 

times  they  consist   of  a  thin  pus  ;  the  same  spot.     The  neighboring 

or   they    may  exhibit  a  bloody  or  absorbent  glands    are    frequently 

livid    discoloration    (phlyctajnoc).  inflamed,    and    red   streaks    are 

The  fluid  loses  its  clearness,  be-  sometimes  seen  leading  towards 

coffiing  thicker,  opake,  and   whit-  them. 

ish    or   yellowish.     The    cuticle        "•  The  local  symptoms,   above 

gives  way,  the   fluid  escapes,  and  described,  are  preceded  and  ac- 

incrustations  form,  which  soon  fall  companied  by  fever,  which  varies 

off,    leaving   the   skin    sound  ;   or  in  its  character  according  to  the 

they    may   lead   to  superficial  ul-  constitution,  age,  and  general  state 

cerations.     Erysipelas  sometimes  of  health.      Shivering  followed  by 

produces  gangrene,  but    this    is  a  increosedheat, general  uneasiness, 

comparatively    rare   occurrence,  lassitude,  headache,  loss  of  appe- 

So   long   as    this  inflammation    is  tite,  nausea,  white  or  foul  tongue, 

confined  to  the  skin,  it    does  not  and  constipation,  usher   in  a   se- 

prodiice  suppuration  ;   and  the  af-  vere  attack,  and  the  general  dis- 

fectiou  of  the  cellular  structure  turbauce  is  of  a  decidedly  inflam- 
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matory  chnracter  in  the  young;,  lular  tissue  :    and  its  vessels,  as 

stiong,   and  those    of  full    habit,  well  as  those  of  the  skin,  are  dis- 

Blood  drawn  from  a  vein  exhibits  tended.       Sonietitues    we    unex- 

in  a  greater  or  less  degree  the  in-  peciedly     discover     suppuration 

flanunatory    character.       Often,  where  the  case  has  appeared  dur- 

paiticularly  when  the  head  is  the  ing  life  to  be  simple  erysipelas, 

seat  of  erysipelas,  the  sensorium  and  no  symptoms  indicating  forraa- 

is   principally   affected,    and    the  tion  of  matter  have  been  noticed." 

symptoms  are   of  the  kind  called         „, ,  . 

•'     '  ,  •    „    ]  rklesmonous  Jbrysipelas. —  1  his 

nervous,  such  as  pain  and  oppres-  ^  *  ^,       ,.        ^  ^..a-        c 

c  ,\     \      2     \       -  i      „  lorm  01  the  disease  diners   irom 

sion  01  the  head,  sleepiness,  coma  ,       •      ?    •    ..     i  •  i        i  c 

J   ,.  .  aM      *  •        ,u  the  simple  m  tne  higher  degree  oi 

or  delirium.     1  he  tongue  m  such  .   ,,        ^  ..  ,   P^      ,      » 

■                1          Ik     .      .  K..*  inilammation,  and   its   deeper  ex- 
cases  becomes  dry  and  brown  ;  but  ^     ^         rr^I  •  ,      ^ 
.,  .     ,   ,       c ,,      •'     ,    •    ^A«,^..,    'tent.       1  hese  circumstances  are 
this  state  01  the  organ  is  oiten  ow-           -r    ,    i     >-i       •     .i 

•     •   „ii  .    *^    tu^    ^:.,^„r>,  maniiested   alike   in  the    greater 
insf   principally    to    the    circum-  .   ,  n    .i    .i     i       i       i 
♦             c  i\       r.-,#'-..f   K..^.,fi,:..^  violence  01  both  the  local  and  con- 
stance   ol    the    patient    breathing  ,-,,.,  .  n^^ 

^  .■     1.  .1 1    ..  „  „,„.,. K  .    tuZ  stitulional  symptoms,      liius  says 

entirely  throu2h  the  mouth;    the  nr     t  "^ 

,       ••  -1    „    1    r     1  1       1  Ml*.  JLawrence  : — ■ 

pulse    IS    rapid   and   leeble,    and 

there  is    great    loss  of  muscular        "  The  redness   is   deeper  than 

strength  ;   in  short,  the  symptoms  in  simple  erysipelas,  often  with  a 

at  length  are  those  called  typhoid,  brownish  or   dark  livid  tint;  the 

In  other  cases  the  circulation  and  discoloration   is    often   irregular, 

the  nervous  system  are  not  much  giving  to  the   part   a  marbled  ap- 

affected  ;   but  there  is  pain  in  the  pearance;  the  tumefaction  is  more 

epigastric  region,  foul  tongue  with  considerable,    the  whole  depth  of 

bad  taste   in  the  mouth,  nausea,  the  adipous  and   cellular  textures 

and  constipation  ;  that  is,  so  many  being  loaded  with  effusion,  so  that 

indications  of  disordered  stomach  an  arm   or  leg   appears  of  twice 

and  intestinal  canal,  to  which,  as  the  natural  size  ;  the  sensation  of 

its  cause,  the  local  affection  must  heat  and   pain,   at   first  slight,   is 

be  referred.  aggravated  to  a  very   severe  de- 

"  It  is  not  to  be  expected   that  gree,  and  may  be  accompanied  by 

an  affection,  of  which  the  obvious  throbbing.      The  swollen  part  at 

symptoms  during  life   are  merely  first  yields  slightly  to  the  pressure 

vascular   distension    and    redness  of  the   finger,    but    subsequently 

with  swelling,  will  produce  much  becomes  tense  and  firm.    Vesica- 

change  in   the  affected  parts  re-  tions  form  on   the   surface,    often 

cognizable  after  death.   In  simple  minute  and  miliary,  with  purulent 

erysipelas  the  red  color  disappears  contents  ;  frequently  however  the 

as  soon  as   the  circulation  stops,  skin  does  not  vesicate.      Suppura- 

The  cuticle,  if  not  already  sepa-  tion  and  sloughing  of  the  cellular 

rated  by  vesication,  soon  loses  its  membrane  soon  come  on,  the  skin 

adhesion  to  the  cutis,  and  the  sur-  becoming  livid  and  covered  with 

face  of  the  latter,  in  an  advanced  phlyctaenae,  and  the  febrile  syrap- 

stage  of  the  affection,  has  a  livid  toms     are    aggravated.       These 

appearance.     The  texture  of  the  changes  are  not  attended  with  in- 

skin  presenting  a  reddish  or  brown-  creased  swelling,  elevation,   and 

ish  tint,  is  loaded  with  serum,  and  pointing,  as  in  phlegmon  ;   on   the 

softer  than  in   the  natural  state,  contrary,   there    is  rather  a  dimi- 

Scrous  effusion  is  found  in  the  eel-  nution  of  tension,    a  subsidence, 
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and  a  feel  of  softness  in  the  part. 
At  first  the  cellular  texture  con- 
tains a  whey-like  or  whitish  se- 
rum, which  I  have  sometimes 
seen  in  the  eyelids  almost  of 
milky  whiteness.  The  fluid  gra- 
dually becomes  yellow  and  puru- 
lent, and  we  often  find  it  present- 
ing all  the  characters  of  good  pus, 
and  very  thick.  The  serum  is 
diifused  through  the  cells  at  an 
early  period,  and  a  mixture  of 
serum  and  pus  often  fills  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  cellular 
texture  without  any  distinct  boun- 
dary. Frequently  matter  is  de- 
posited in  small  separate  portions, 
forming  a  kind  of  little  abscesses, 
which  often  run  irregularly  in  the 
cellular  texture.  Such  small  col- 
lections are  sometimes  found 
where  lividity  or  phlycteenae  have 
not  preceded,  and  where  no  exter- 
nal changes  nor  any  aggravation 
of  other  symptoms  have  announc- 
ed suppuration.  During  this  pro- 
cess^  of  suppuration  the  cellular 
texture  turns  grey,  yellowish  or 
tawny,  and  sometimes  appears 
like  a  dirty,  spongy  substance  fill- 
ed with  turbid  fluid  ;  then  losing 
its  vitality  altogether,  it  is  con- 
verted into  more  or  less  conside- 
rable fibrous  shreds,  of  various 
size  and  figure,  which  come  away 
soaked  with  matter  like  a  sponge. 
The  integuments  over  a  large 
slough  of  this  kind,  being  deprived 
of  their  vascular  supply,  become 
livid,  and  often  lose  their  vitality. 
The  suppurating  and  sloughing 
processes  go  on  to  a  great  extent 
when  an  entire  limb  is  afl'ected, 
sometimes  completely  detaching 
the  skip,  and  often  separating  it 
through  a  large  space  ;  occasion- 
ally penetrating  deeper,  passing 
between  the  muscles,  causing  in- 
flammation of  them,  suppuration 
between  them,  and  often  slough- 


ing of  the  tendons.  When  the 
substance  of  a  limb  is  thus  gene- 
rally inflamed,  the  joints  situated 
in  the  afl'ected  part  do  not  escape. 
Inflammation  of  the  synovial  mem- 
brane, efl"usion  of  matter  into  the 
joint,  and  ulceration  of  the  carti- 
lages, take  place.  An  inflamma- 
tion of  such  extent  and  violence 
cannot  fail  to  excite  the  most  se- 
rious sympathetic  aff'ections, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned 
disturbance  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, causing  symptoms  of  typhoid 
character,  inflammation  of  the 
lungs  or  pleura,  of  the  intestinal 
mucous  membrane,  producing  di- 
arrhoea, or  of  the  peritoneum,  and 
inflammation  or  suppuration  of 
other  organs.  The  combination 
of  the  primary  and  secondary  af- 
fections is  speedily  fatal.  If,  how- 
ever, the  patient  should  recover 
after  tedious  suppurations  and  dis- 
charge of  sloughs,  the  parts, 
which  have  been  inflamed,  are  so 
changed  in  structure,  and  skin, 
fascia,  muscles,  tendons,  and 
bones,  are  so  unnaturally  aggluti- 
nated and  fixed,  after  the  exten- 
sive destruction  of  the  connecting 
cellular  texture,  that  the  motions 
of  the  part  are  permanently  and 
seriously  impaired. 

"  The  afl'ected  part,  which  is 
at  first  firm  and  almost  brawny  to 
the  feel,  becomes  softer  when 
diff"used  suppuration  and  matter 
mixed  with  sloughs  are  under  the 
skin. 

"Phlegmonous  erysipelas  spreads 
like  the  simple  species  to  new 
parts  successively  ;  we  notice  a 
visible  advance  of  the  redness 
and  swelling  every  day,  and  thus 
the  afl'ection  is  in  difl'erent  stages 
in  the  dilfcrent  portions  of  the  in- 
flamed part.  The  absorbent 
glands  are  generally  more  or  less 
swollen,  and  the  absorbent  ves- 
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sels  are  frequently  inflamed  in 
the  comraeucement  of  the  affec- 
tion." 

The  following  extracts  are  from 
the  section  on  the  seat  and  nature 
of  erysipelas.  The  quotations 
contain  some  of  Mr.  Lawrence's 
views.  Much  valuable  criticism 
of  the  opinions  of  others  is  omitted. 

"  A  consideration  of  the  origin, 
development  and  effects  of  erysi- 
pelas, of  all  its  phenomena,  whe- 
ther local  or  general,  leads  us 
irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  nature  of  the  affection  is  in- 
flammatory. In  its  four  leading 
characters  of  redness,  swelling, 
heat,  and  pain,  and  in  its  effects 
of  effusion,  suppuration,  and 
sloughing,  it  agrees  with  what  is 
called  common  or  phlegmonous 
inflammation  ;  while  the  general 
disturbance,  preceding  and  ac- 
companying the  local  affection,  is 
often  exactly  alike  in  the  two 
cases.  Erysipelas  then  is  merely 
a  particular  modification  of  cuta- 
neous or  cutaneous  and  cellular 
inflammation.  If  we  were  to  class 
these  according  to  their  natural 
atfinities,  we  should  place  erysi- 
pelas between  the  exanthemata 
and  phlegmon.  It  is  less  diflused 
than  the  lormer,  not  so  circum- 
scribed as  the  latter.  The  ex- 
anthemata are  confined  lo  the 
skin  ;  erysipelas  affects  both  skin 
and  cellular  structure  ;  while 
phlegmon  has  its  original  seat  in 
the  latter,  the  skin  being  seconda- 
rily involved. 

"  The  difference  between  ery- 
sipelas and  phlegmon,  however,  is 
not  merely  in  the  original  seat  or 
degree  of  the  disturbance  ;  there 
is  also  a  difl'erence  in  kind.  We 
may  indeed  say  generally  that 
phlegmon  is  a  more  violent  inflam- 
mation than  erysipelas,  but  slough- 


ing of  the  cellular  substance  is 
more  frequent  in  the  latter  than 
in  the  former.    The  most  striking 
and  important  distinction  between 
the  two  affections  is  that  inflam- 
mation is  confined  to  one  spot  in 
phlegmon,   and    is   distinctly    cir- 
cumscribed in  its  seat,  while  it  is 
diflused  in  erysipelas,  and  spreads 
without    limit.      This  difference 
seems   to  depend  on  the  adhesive 
character    of    the    inflammatory 
process  in  the  former;    the  .sub- 
stance called  coagulating,  coagu- 
lable,  or  organizable  lymph,   ef- 
fused around  the   inflamed   part, 
forms  a  boundary  between  it  and 
the  sound  portion,  which   is  alto- 
gether wanting  in  erysipelas.     In 
the  latter  the  effusion   is  serous  ; 
hence,  when  matter  is  formed,  it 
is  not  confined   to   one    spot,  but 
becomes   extensively  diffused   in 
the  cellular  tissue.       We   cannot 
at  present  explain  the  cause  of 
this  difference  ;  that  is,  we  do  not 
know  how  it  happens  that  coagu- 
lating lymph  is   poured  out  in  the 
one  case,  and  serum  in  the  other. 
We   are   equally  ignorant  of  the 
essential    nature    in    many    other 
modifications     of     inflammation, 
which  are  yet  obviously  distinct. 
No  one  could  overlook  the  differ- 
ences   between    inflammation    of 
the  finger  from  a  wound,  and  that 
of  whitlow,  of  chilblain,  of  erysi- 
pelas, of  gout  ;   yet   who   would 
explain  the  differences  of  vascular 
action  which  cause  these  distinc- 
tions. 

"  We  must  therefore  admit, 
what  even  superficial  observation 
will  teach,  that  erysipelas  is  a 
peculiar  modification  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  skin  and  cellular  tex- 
ture. I  can  however  by  no  means 
agree  wiih  those  who  regard  it  as 
a  distinct  species  of  inflammation, 
and  as  capable,  in  that  character. 
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of  affecting  various  parts  of  the 
body  as  well  as  the  skin.  Some 
writers  have  referred  to  erysijDe- 
las  certain  inllamtnations  of  the 
conjunctiva,  mouth,  and  fauces, 
of  the  respiratory  and  alimentary 
mucous  surfaces,  of  the  serous 
membranes  in  the  head,  chest  and 
abdomen,  and  of  the  brain,  al)do- 
minal  and  thoracic  viscera.  The 
proof  of  such  an  ojiinion  would  con- 
sist in  showing  that  the  same  pe- 
culiarities, which  distinguish  ery- 
sipelas from  other  inllammations 
of  the  skin,  are  found  in  certain 
inflammalions  of  the  parts  just 
enumerated,  and  that  such  affec- 
tions may  hence  be  distinguished 
from  ordinary  inflammations  of 
the  same  organs.  No  attempt  of 
this  kind  has  been  made  ;  on  the 
contrary,  nothing  can  be  more 
vague  and  unsatisfactory  than  the 
argtiments  by  which  Frank  at- 
tempts to  support  this  opinion. 
Since  the  distinguishing  charac- 
ters of  erysipelas  are  clearly  re- 
ferrihle  to  tbe  peculiarities  of  the 
cutaneous  and  cellular  structures 
in  which  it  occurs,  we  could  not 
expect  to  meet  with  the  same  af- 
fection in  parts  so  differently  or- 
ganized as  serous  membranes  and 
the  viscera.  The  texture  of  mu- 
cous membranes  presents  indeed 
some  traits  of  analogy  to  that  of 
tjie  skin,  and  there  is  a  corres- 
ponding conformity  in  some  of  the 
morbid  j)hcnomena.  Thus,  so  far 
as  organization  is  concerned,  we 
might  suppose  that  mucous  mem- 
branes would  be  susceptible  of 
erysipelatous  inflammation  ;  but 
we  see  nothing  that  is  clearly  re- 
ferrible  to  this  head,  either  dur- 
ing life  or  in  examinations  after 
death,  although  these  membranes 
and  the  skin  exert  over  each  eth- 
er, in  many  cases,  a  powerful 
sympathetic  influence." 

(To  be  continued.) 


II. 

From  the  Medico-Chirurg.  Review. 

Spinal  Irritation. 

Under  this  term,  for  want  of  a 
better,  Dr.  Brown,  Senior  Physi- 
cian to  the  Royal  Infirmary  of 
Glasgow,  has  [lublished,  in  the 
second  Number  of  the  Glasgow 
Medical  Journal,  a  very  long  and 
by  no  means  uninteresting  paper, 
on  a  peculiar  affection  of  the  spi- 
nal nerves,  frequently  met  with 
in  young  females,  and  sometimes 
in  grown  women  or  even  males, 
which  has  hitherto,  we  believe, 
remained  unchronicled  by  the  me- 
dical practitioner.  This  complaint 
is  not  generally  of  a  serious  nature 
in  itself,  but  leads  to  nervous  af- 
fections of  a  troublesome  charac- 
ter, if  long  continued.  The  au- 
thor warns  the  reader  in  limine, 
against  confounding  this  complaint 
with  certain  spinal  diseases,  as 
lateral  curvature,  inflammation  of 
the  spine,  &c. — diseases  with 
which  it  may  occasionally  be 
complicated.  The  complaint  in 
question,  which  our  author  refers 
to  "increased  irritability  of  some 
of  the  spinal  nerves,"  will  be  un- 
derstood best — at  least  in  its  more 
common  form — by  the  statement 
of  a  case. 

Case.  "  Miss  C.  aged  17,  (Sep- 
tember, 1822),  of  a  robust  make, 
and  apparently  in  good  health,  for 
more  than  a  year  has  complained 
of  pain,  situated  below  the  left 
mamma.  This  has  been  fixed  to 
one  spot  for  nearly  the  whole 
time.  It  is  a  gnawing  bruised 
feeling,  increased  materially  by 
fatigue  of  any  kind;  and,  after  fa- 
tigue, it  is  attended  with  restless- 
nea?.  It  is  relieved  by  reclining 
in  the  horizontal  posture.  It  is 
not  sore  to  the  touch.  The  com- 
plaint has  been  treated  by  a  sur- 
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geon  in  the  country  as  a  case  of 
rheumatistn.  She  has  been  bled 
and  blistered  for  it,  but  without 
any  good  effect  ;  and  at  last  it  has 
occasioned  so  ranch  anxiety  in  the 
minds  of  her  relations,  that  she  is 
brought  to  Glasgow,  from  a  con- 
siderable distance,  for  the  benefit 
of  farther  medical  advice. 

"  On  examining  the  spiue,  it  is 
found  to  be  perfectly  cl  Uie  natu- 
ral shape  and  appearance  ;  but 
when  pressure  is  made  on  it,  about 
the  7th  or  8th  dorsal  vertebra, 
she  complains  of  a  considerable 
feeling  of  tenderness,  amounting 
even  to  pain  ;  and  fdie  finds  that 
the  uneasy  sensation  shoots  for- 
ward exactly  to  the  affected  part 
of  the  breast.  She  had  not  paid 
any  attention  to  this  tender  part 
of  the  spine  ;  indeed,  she  had  no 
idea  that  theie  was  any  thing 
faulty  there,  till  her  attention  was 
called  to  it  by  the  examination. 

"  After  I  saw  her,  she  had  a 
dose  of  physic  ;  ten  leeches  were 
applied  to  (he  pained  part  of  the 
spine,  followed  afterwards  by  a 
small  blister  ;  and  the  horizontal 
posture  was  enjoined.  She  was 
nearly  free  of  pain  in  a  few  days, 
and  returned  home,  with  direc- 
tions to  repeat  the  blister,  and  to 
avoid  fatigue." 

Dr.  Brown  could  bring  forward 
fifty  cases  of  a  similar  nature, 
from  the  Journals  of  the  Lock 
Hospital,  and  from  his  private 
notes,  but  deems  it  unnecessary. 
He  adverts  merely  to  some  varie- 
ties in  those  symptoms  which  at- 
tend the  disease,  when  seated,  as 
in  the  above  case,  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  dorsal  vertebras. 

"  The  site  of  the  pain  in  the 
breast  varies  much.  It  is  need- 
less to  mention,  that  it  is  occa- 
sionally in  one  side  of  the  chest, 
occasionally  in  the  other  ;   but  I 


am  confident  that  it  is  much  more 
frequent  in  the  right  than  in  the 
left.  It  is  sometimes  within  a 
few  inches  of  the  spine,  but  much 
more  frequently  it  is  nearer  to  the 
sternum,  and  occasionally  it  is  im- 
mediately under  this  bone.  It  is 
generally  described  to  be  a  weary 
or  bruised  pain.  It  is  seldom  in- 
creased by  the  touch,  but  some- 
times, though  rarely,  it  is  tender 
when  pressed.  It  is  usually, 
though  not  always,  relieved  or 
even  removed  by  the  horizontal 
posture. 

"  The  tender  part  of  the  spine, 
on  the  other  hand,  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  instances,  is  not  attended 
to.  It  is  not  thought  of  till  the 
affected  part  of  the  back  is  press- 
ed, or  till  a  sponge  dipped  in  hot 
water  be  applied  to  it.'  In  either 
case,  a  very  sensible  pain  is  felt, 
which,  especially  when  the  sponge 
is  used,  is  occasionally  acute  and 
continuous  for  some  time.  In  ge- 
neral, pr*ssing  the  spine  not  only 
occasions  pain  in  that  part,  but 
the  pain  penetrates  to  the  affect- 
ed sj)ot  of  the  chest,  thus  distinct- 
ly proving  the  connexion  between 
the  two.  It  often  happens  that 
pressure  on  the  spine  occasions  a 
feeling  of  oppression  more  than 
of  pain  in  the  chest. 

"  The  pained  part  of  the  chest, 
in  general,  does  not  exceed  an 
inch  in  diameter,  though  it  occa- 
sionally happens  that  the  uneasi- 
ness extends  either  above  or  be- 
low the  tender  part,  appearing  to 
radiate  from  it  as  from  a  centre, 
sometimes  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. This  pain  of  the  sid^j,  ex- 
cited by  pressure,  is  almost  in 
every  instance  felt  on  the  same 
side  of  the  spine  as  the  pain  in  the 
chest.  That  is,  if  the  patient 
have  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the 
chest,  then  the   left  side   cf  the 
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spinous  process  of  the  vertebra  is 
more  tender  than  the  right,  and 
vice  versa.'' ^ 

There  is  seldom  any  fever  with 
these  symptoms — cough  is  not  of- 
ten present — though  sometimes  it 
is  convulsive,  noisy,  and  unattend- 
ed by  expectoration.  In  a  girl  in 
the  Lock-Hospital,  there  was  pain 
in  the  left  side  of  the  sternum,  as 
if  the  part  had  been  bruised.  This 
was  distinctly  connected  with  a 
tender  state  of  the  spine,  below 
the  middle  of  the  dorsal  vertebrjB. 
In  two  other  cases,  there  was, 
along  with  tenderness  of  the  spine, 
an  extended  superficial  sense  of 
rawness  and  pain  over  one  side  of 
the  thorax,  extending  even  to  the 
abdomen.  It  required  a  month's 
horizontal  posture  and  an  issue  in 
the  back.  According  to  our  au- 
thor's experience,  the  source  of 
the  complaint  is  more  frequently 
situated  about  the  8th  or  9lh  dor- 
sal vertebra  than  elsewhere- 
Next,  in  frequency,  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  back,  this  disease  lo- 
cates itself  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  neck,  about  the  2d  or  3d  cer- 
vical vertebra.  In  one  very  com- 
plicated case,  there  appeared  to 
be  two  sets  of  symptoms — each  of 
which  radiated  from  a  tender  part 
of  the  spine,  as  if  from  a  centre. 
There  was  pain  in  the  left  side, 
and  numbness  and  pain  in  the  left 
arm  and  leg,  distinctly  connected 
with  tenderness  situated  about  the 
lower  dorsal  vertebrae.  After  a 
time,  a  similar  state  of  the  2d  or 
8d  cervical  vertebra  took  place, 
occasioning  pain  in  the  left  side  of 
the  neck,  commencing  near  the 
angle  of  the  jaw,  and  extending 
upwards  fiom  the  neck  to  the 
back  part  of  the  head,  and  even 
to  the  forehead,  following  the  ra- 
mification oftiie  2d  or  3d  cervical 
nerve.     These  two  sets  of  symp- 


toms were  sometimeiS  entangled 
and  blended  together.  Posture 
was  tried — then  issues  were  open- 
ed on  each  side  of  the  pained  part. 
After  three  mouths'  coniinement 
the  pains  had  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  was  allowed  to  sit  up;  but 
the  pains  returned,  and  she  was 
again  placed  recumbent.  The 
malady  at  length  was  merged  in 
phthisis,  w'hich  put  an  end  to  her 
suffering.  We  are  unable  to  fol- 
low Dr.  Brown  through  all  the 
cases  he  has  adduced.  These 
affections  appear  to  him  divisible 
into  two  classes — "  those  in  which 
there  is  merely  a  morbid  sensibi- 
lity of  a  single  nerve — and  those 
in  which  there  is  a  more  general 
and  constitutional  irritability  ;  in 
which  the  irritation  is  apt  to  affect 
different  parts  of  the  spine  in  sue- 
cession,  occasioning  a  train  of  sin- 
gular symptoms."  Dr.  B.  has 
rarely  seen  the  pain  in  both  sides 
at  the  same  time.  The  following 
are  the  deductions  or  conclusions 
to  which  our  author  seems  to 
have  come. 

"  These  are — that  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  the  pain  of  the 
back  and  breast  is  spasm  of  one  or 
other  of  the  muscles,  arranged 
along  the  spine,  altering  the  posi- 
tion of  the  vertebras,  or  otherwise 
compressing  the  nerves  as  they 
issue  from  the  spinal  marrow. 

"  That  this  spasm,  in  many  in- 
stances, is  strictly  a  local  disease 
produced  by  fatigue,  wrong  pos- 
ture, or  other  causes,  and  quite 
unconnected  with  the  state  of  the 
brain,  spinal  marrow,  or  nervous 
system  in  general. 

"  But  that,  in  other  formidable 
instances,  this  partial,  spasmodic, 
or  wrong  action  of  the  muscles,  is 
owing  lo  a  faulty  state,  perhaps 
an  enlargement  ol  the  vessels  of 
the  brain,  or  spinal  marrow.    This 
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state  of  the  brain,  as  in  many  oth- 
er diseases,  gives  rise  to  spasm, 
or  even  to  convulsion  of  the  mus- 
cles; which  partial  symptom  from 
its  severity  attracts  the  chief  at- 
tention. This  local  afl'ection  is 
confined  to  those  portions  of  the 
spine  where  there  is  the  greatest 
motion,  and  where  of  course  the 
muscles  having  the  greatest  acti- 
vity, are  most  liable  to  deranged 
action  or  spasm.  I  imagine  that 
this  view  of  the  subject,  is  illus- 
trated, and  perhaps  confirmed  by 
various  symptoms,  which  were 
observed  in  the  different  cases, 
and  which  without  it,  were  vary 
incomprehensible.  The  partial 
palsy,  the  affection  of  the  sight, 
the  giddiness  of  the  head  (for  I 
find  that  this  was  a  prominent 
symptom  in  several  cases,  espe- 
cially in  that  of  A.  S.),  all  give 
some  confirmation  to  the  notion 
that  the  brain  is  affected  in  these 
severe  cases. 

"  I  have  only  to  add  farther, 
that  if  we  pay  attention  to  the 
number  of  the  muscles,  arranged 
along  the  spine,  and  to  their  func- 
tions, we  shall  see  some  reason 
for  their  being  peculiarly  liable 
to  spasm.  The  variety  of  sepa- 
rate muscles  in  this  situation  is 
very  great  ;  and  it  ought  to  be 
kept  in  mind,  that  these  are  more 
constantly  active  than  any  other 
muscles,  except  the  involuntary 
ones,  since  they  are  in  a  state  of 
action  in  preserving  the  body  in  an 
erect  state,  as  v.ell  as  in  every 
motion  of  the  trunk. 

"  This  state  of  the  muscles,  as 
being  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
pain,  and  of  various  uneasy  feel- 
ings, is  certainly  entitled  to  much 
attention,  and  we  find  it  much 
moderated  by  posture,  by  local 
application,  and  especially  by 
friction  ;  bui,  my  conviction  now 
is,  that  we  ought  to  direct  our  at- 


tention at  the  same  time  to  the 
state  of  the  brain,  as  being  the 
source  on  w  hich  severe  cases  of 
this  description  depend." 


III. 

Iodine  in  Gout. 


Communicated  for  tLe  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  George  Choate,  M.D. 

The  following  case  is  presented 
to  the  public,  not  from  a  belief 
that  a  solitary  fact  will  establish 
the  propriety  or  success  of  the 
practice  ;  but  because  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  remedy  has  been 
at  all  employed  in  this  country 
for  the  cure  of  gout.  This  pain- 
ful disease  is  yet  a  reproach  to 
our  art  ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
extravagant  encomiums  which 
have  been  bestowed  upon  the  va- 
rious remedies  and  modes  of  prac- 
tice heretofore  adopted,  they 
have  all  had  a  short-lived  reputa- 
tion and  doubtful  elBcacy.  Any 
well  attested  facts,  therefore, 
which  may  have  a  tendency  to 
call  the  attention  of  physicians  to 
this  powerful  article  of  the  mate- 
ria raedica,  as  applicable  to  a 
disease  hitherto  incurable,  will 
neither  be  regarded  as  useless 
nor  uninteresting.  With  a  hope 
that  the  subject  may  be  thorough- 
ly investigated  by  those  gentle- 
men, whose  opportunities  of  see- 
ing and  treating  the  disease  are 
more  frequent  than  my  own,  I 
have  been  induced  to  report  the 
result  of  a  single  case,  in  which 
the  medicine  appears  to  have  e'x- 
erted  a  prompt  and  decided  influ- 
ence. The  uncertain  effect  of 
all  other  remedies,  and  the  re- 
ported success  of  M.  Gendrin,  as 
lately  communicated  to  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Medicine,  led  me  to 
make  trial  of  the  iodine. 
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Thursday,  August  7th,  was 
called  to  visit  Mr.  J.  S.  who  was 
laboring  under  a  severe  fit  of  the 
gout.  The  parosysin  commenced 
two  dcys  previous.  Found  the 
right  foot  much  swollen,  exceed- 
ingly painful,  and  tender  to  the 
touch, — the  inflammation  extend- 
ing along  the  extensor  tendons  of 
the  toes,  and  surrounding  the  an- 
kle joint  ;  pulse  80  ;  tongue  slight- 
ly coated  ;  appetite  impaired  ; 
nights  sleepless. 

Directed  tinct.  iodine,  gtts.  vi. 
ter  die  ;  to  be  increased  one  drop 
at  every  dose,  (strength  Bj.  to 
alcohol  3i-)  Also  frictions  with 
the  following  ointment  : — 

Pnlv.  hydriod.  potas.  gr.  xl. 
Ung.  simp!.   5j.     M. 

The  ointment  to  be  applied  free- 
ly to  the  inflamed  limb,  with  the 
hand,  morning  and  evening.  No 
other  medicine  was  prescribed 
during  the  treatment. 

Friday,  Aug.  Sih.  Symptoms 
much  the  same  as  yesterday,  wilh 
the  exception  of  constant  nausea. 
The  same  eff'ect  was  produced 
in  the  attendant  who  applied  the 
frictions. 

Saturday,  Aug.  9th.  The  pa- 
tient had  slept  well  during  the 
night  ;  pulse  68  and  soft ;  tongue 
nearly  clean  ;  appetite  good  ;  pain 
and  inflammation  very  much  abat- 
ed. Has  had  two  copious,  dark 
colored  and  highly  ofleusive  de- 
jections since  yesterday. 

Sunday,  Aug.  10th.  All  ap- 
pearances of  disease  gone,  with 
the  exception  of  slight  stilfness 
and  weakness  of  the  joint,  which 
continued  for  several  days.  Has 
had  frequent  dejections  of  the 
same  character  as  those  above 
described. 

On  Monday  the  patient  was  out 
attending  to  his  business,   nhich 


required  being  on  his  feet  nearly 
the  whole  day.  On  Tuesday  h« 
was  attacked  with  slight  pain  and 
inflammation  of  left  elbow  joint, 
which  was  entirely  removed  by 
one  or  two  applications  of  the 
ointment.  He  has  since  remained 
perfectly  well. 

This  patient  has  long  been  sub- 
ject to  gout,  having  had  regular 
attacks  for  at  least  ni.^e  years 
past,  which  at  this  seas  .i  of  the 
year  have  uniformly  continued 
with  severity  for  several  weeks. 
He  thinks  the  approach  of  the 
present  paroxysm  was  as  severe 
as  any  former  one  ;  and  indeed 
was  apprehensive  of  a  tedious 
confinement,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  attack  had  held  off 
longer  than  usual. 

He  represents  all  former  at- 
tempts at  relief,  particularly  to- 
pical applications,  as  having  been 
followed  by  metastasis.  In  this 
instance  the  disease  steadily  and 
rapidly  declined,  without  mani- 
festing the  least  disposition  to 
change  place  or  return,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  slight  impression  at  the 
elbow,  which  readily  yielded  to 
the  iodine. 

Salem,  September  11,  1828. 


IV. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

The  Conservalion  and  Reproduc- 
tion ofthe  ^Medicinal  Leech. 
M.  Chatelain  has  published  two 
treatises  on  this  subject.  (Annales 
de  la  Med.  Physiol.  Janv.  1827, 
and  Journal  de  Physiologic  Ex- 
perimentale,  tome  YII.  1827.) 
llis  observations  confirm  the  sup- 
position that  the  leech  is  andro- 
gynous, and  that  the  generative 
process  is  performed   by  recipro- 
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cal  and  simultaneous  impregna-  could  never  be  detected  in  the 
tion.  One  leech  is  capable  ot'  act  of  copulation.  This  was  sup- 
producing  three  capsules  (co-  posed  to  be  accomplished  within 
cons)  ;  but  on  an  average,  one  the  burrows  which  tliese  animals 
capsule    only     is    obtained    from  made  in  the  clay. — Lon.JSIed.Rep. 

each  individual,  and  nine  leeches  ^,     n            .•        y  r      » 

f„ ^„„i   ^„„o  ,i«        T'K^  .i,,(i,^„  -''iS  F reservation  of  Leeches. 

irom  each  capsule.       Ine  auilior  -^ 

has  observed,  where  a   plurality  M.   Pfeufer,   physician  to  the 

of  capsules  occurred,   that   they  Hospital  of  Bamberg,  recommends 

\vere  formed  at  intervals.       The  the  use  of  a  wooden  tub,  furnish- 

young  escape   from    the   capsule  ed  with  a  cock  and  a  long  funnel, 

within  twenty-six  or  twenty-eight  for  the  purpose   of  reneuing  the 

days.                                   ,  water,  which  should  be  done  \vith 

Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  as  little  disturbance  as  possible. 
Pallas  (Journ.  de  Pharmacie,  At  the  bottom  of  the  tub,  he 
Juin,  1827),  M.  Chatelain  thinks  would  have  some  mud  from  the 
sanguisuction  is  unfavorable  to  pool  whence  the  leeches  were 
the  fecundity  of  the  leech.  The  taken,  with  one  or  more  roots  of 
plethora  thus  occasioned  general-  the  calamus  aromaticus  or  of  the 
ly  caused  a  mortality  of  one  third  iris  florentina.  This  was  the  me- 
of  his  leeches  in  the  space  of  two  thod  adopted  by  M.  Chatelain, 
or  three  months,  notwithstanding  and  is  followed  in  most  of  the  bos- 
frequent  change  of  water  and  di-  pitals  in  France, 
versity  of  situation.  In  order  to  JNI.  Schiitz  takes  some  ounces 
effect  disgorgement  of  blood,  the  of  fresh  powdered  charcoal,  which 
leeches  were  usually  applied  for  he  washes  sutTicienlly  with  water; 
four  or  five  minutes  to  a  solution  on  this  powder  he  pours  a  solution 
of  one  part  of  common  salt  in  ten  of  twenty  grains  of  sugar  of  milk 
of  water.  For  their  reception  in  warm  water.  In  this  mixture 
during  the  season,  which  M.  Cha-  he  places  his  leeches,  keeping 
telain  found,  in  Provence,  to  es-  them  in  a  temperature  between 
tend  from  the  latter  part  of  July  50  and  55  deg.  Fahr.  The  wa- 
to  the  middle  of  September,  stone  ter,  as  well  as  the  solution  of  the 
pans  or  jars,  each  containing  a  sugar  of  milk,  is  renewed  every 
sufficient  bed  of  moist  clay,  were  fortnight  ;  great  care  being  taken 
arranged  in  the  open  air  so  as  to  that  the  water  be  not  too  cold, 
be  fully  exposed  to  the  sun.  Two  and  that  the  vessel  be  not  much 
fine  leeches  were  placed  in  each  shaken. 

jar,  which  was  then  covered  with  M.  Hampe  uses  small  tubs 
a  cloth  of  open  texturC;  to  prevent  charred  on  the  inside,  covered 
escape  without  excluding  all  light.  t;ly  with  gauze.  At  the  bottom 
With  the  same  view,  M.  Chate-  is  placed  sand,  and  upon  this  some 
lain  was  accustomed  to  draw  a  moss.  River  water  only  is  em- 
brush,  dipped  in  equal  parts  of  ployed,  to  which  he  adds  a  /evv 
sulphuric  acid  and  water,  round  lumps  of  charcoal.  In  suinmer, 
the  inside  of  the  jar,  about  four  the  ^vater  is  changed  weekly,  by 
or  five  inches  above  the  clay,  means  of  a  hole  pierced  imme- 
The  jars  were  visited  daily,  and  diately  above  the  layer  of  sand, 
care  taken  to  keep  the  clay  moist.  In  winter   it  is   enough  to  change 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  pairs  the  water  once  in  six  weeks,  pre- 
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venting  the  access  of  cold.     This 
method  is  much  recommended. 

M.  Voget  also  advises  us  to  add 
to  the  water  some  of  the  soil  to 
which  the  leeches  have  been  ac- 
customed ;  but  the  peculiarity  of 
his  method  is  the  addition  of  oxide 
of  iron. — Bulletin  des  Sc.  Med. 

Spontaneous  Organization  of  Mat- 
ter. 

M.  Bory  de  St.  Vincent  has 
occupied  himself  for  some  time 
past  with  a  variety  of  miscrosco- 
pic  observations,  having  for  their 
object  to  prove  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  matter  to  become  organ- 
ized. Observing  the  appearances 
successively  presented  in  water 
exposed  to  light,  he  thought  he 
saw,  for  the  first  time,  matter  as- 
sume the  aspect  of  a  simple  rau- 
cosity,  without  color  or  form.  If 
the  water  contains  any  animal 
substance,  it  produces  a  pellicle 
of  t4iis  mucosiiy  at  its  surface, 
then  becomes  turbid,  and  discloses 
an  infinity  of  living  atoms,  if  we 
may  so  call  those  monads,  which, 
after  beiiig  magnified  a  thousand 
times,  are  not  so  large  as  the 
point  of  a  needle,  and  which  yet 
move  in  all  directions  with  pi'odi- 
cious  velocity.  This  is  what  M. 
Bory  names  matter  in  the  living 
state.  When  the  water  is  ex- 
posed to  the  air  and  light,  there 
quickly  forms  what  is  named  the 
green  matter  of  Priestley,  which 
many  observers  have  supposed  to 
be  the  first  state  of  certain  con- 
ferva, or  plants  of  a  like  nature. 
M.  Bory  thinks  that  it  is  a  combi- 
nation of  a  more  general  foim, 
and  only  su^ceptiiile  of  entering 
into  the  composition  of  these 
plants,  as  well  as  of  the  animal- 
cules which  issue  from  it  and 
which  produce  them.  lie  names 
this    combiuatiou   uiatter   in   the 


vegetative  state.  It  is  hy  it  that 
the  infusory  animals  are  rendered 
green.  Those  which  color  oys- 
ters, according  to  M.  Gaillon's 
observations,  produce  this  effect, 
as  M.  Bory  says,  only  because 
they  are  themselves  colored  by 
the  green  matter.  It  colors,  in 
the  same  manner,  the  water  and 
the  shells  of  these  oysters ;  and  it 
VTould  not  be  impossible  to  find 
some  directly  tinged  by  this  mat- 
ter, without  any  animalcules  hav- 
ing penetrated  into  them. 

JVew  Method  of  administering 
Copaiba. 

In  consequence  of  the  disgust- 
ing flavor  of  balsam  of  copaiba, 
and  of  the  frequent  adulterations 
of  that  valuable  medicine,  M. 
Dublanc,  junior,  has  employed  the 
volatile  oil  in  preference  to  the 
balsam  itself.  This  oil  is  very 
efficacious,  whilst  the  resin  is 
nearly  inert.  MM.  Bard  andCu- 
illerier  have  witnessed  the  suc- 
cess of  this  mode  of  administerinsr 
the  copaiba  in  thirty-three  pa- 
tients, who  were  cured  in  five  or 
six  days. 

M.  Dublanc  forms  a  spirit  of 
copaiba  by  distilling  the  essential 
oil  with  two  thirds  of  its  weight 
of  alcohol.  (Sp.qr.  837.)  This 
is  nearly  free  fro(n  the  unpleasant 
smell  and  llavor  of  the  drug. 

M.  Miathes  slates,  that  if  bals. 
copaibae  be  mixed  with  a  seven- 
teenth of  its  weight  of  pure  mag- 
nesia, it  will  acquire  a  degree  of 
solidity  sufficient  to  allow  it  to  be 
formed  into  pills. — Rev.  Med. 

Combination  of  Lime  with  Water. 

According  to  M.  Bellani,  when 
lime  combines  with  water,  not- 
withstanding the  intense  chemical 
action  which  takes  place  and  the 
heat  involved,  there  is  no  ultimate 
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condensation  between  the  ele- 
ments of  the  hydrate.  Lime  nas 
put  into  a  matrass,  and  then  the 
vessel  filled  to  the  middle  of  the 
neck  with  water;  the  place  of  the 
surface  of  the  water  was  then 
marked,  after  which  heat  was 
applied  and  the  lime  converted 
into  a  hydrate,  no  vapor  being  al- 
lowed to  escape;  when  the  whole 
was  cool,  the  place  of  the  surface 
was  exactly  in  the  same  part  of 
the  neck  as  at  fust. 

Giornale  de  Fisica. 

On  the  Active  Principle  of  Hemlock. 

According  to  MM.  Brandes  and 
Giseke,  the  best  method  of  obtain- 
ing this  vegeto-alkali  consists  in 
digesting  the  fresh  plant  for  seve- 
ral days  in  alcohol,  filtering  and 
evaporating  the  liquid,  mixing  the 
residue  with  water,  and  acting 
either  by  alumina,  magnesia,  or 
the  oxide  of  lead  ;  the  whole  is 
then  to  be  evaporated  to  dryness, 
and  the  substance  obtained  acted 
upon  by  a  mixture  of  alcohol  and 
ether  ;  the  solution  being  e'/apo- 
rated,  yields  the  principle  now 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  Co- 
nin,  {Conia).  This  principle  is 
said  to  possess  decided  alkaline 
properties  ;  its  aqueous  solution 
forms  an  abundant  red  precipitate, 
with  tincture  of  iodine.  Half  a 
grain  of  the  substance  will  kill  a 
rabbit,  the  symptoms  being  the 
same  as  those  produced  by  strych- 
nia.— Bull.  Univ. 

Purification  of  Alcohol. 

A  prize  was  offered  by  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Brussels  to 
the  person  who  should  prove  upon 
what  the  diirerence  between  al- 
cohol, extracted  from  various  sub- 
stances, as  fruits,  grain,  roots, 
sugar,  &,c.  depended.  This  was 
obtained  by   M.  Ileasmans,  who 


was  led,  by  numerous  experi- 
ments, to  conclude  that  the  alco- 
hol was  always  identical,  but  that 
the  difficulty,  more  or  less  great, 
always  found  in  rectifying  it,  as 
well  also  as  the  difference  in 
taste,  depended  upon  the  pre- 
sence of  a  fatty  matter,  and  a 
little  acetic  ether.  The  fatty 
matter,  when  alone,  may  be  se- 
parated by  several  distillations, 
but  the  acetic  ether  is  not  re- 
moved in  this  way.  It  is  better 
in  every  case,  for  the  removal  of 
both,  to  add  a  little  caustic  pot- 
ash, or  soda,  to  the  alcohol,  to  be 
rectified.  Carbonated  alkali  does 
not  act  with  sufficient  energy. 

Ibid, 

On  the  different  Medicinal  Proper- 
ties of  Peroxide  and  Protoxide  of 
Iron. 

Iron  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
articles  of  the  materia  medica. 
The  PROTOXIDE  acts  as  a  genial 
stimulant  and  tonic  in  all  cases  of 
chronic  debility  not  connected  with 
organic  congestion  or  inflamma- 
tion. It  is  peculiarly  efficacious 
in  chlorosis.  It  appears  to  us  that 
the  PEROXIDE  and  its  combinations 
are  almost  uniformly  irritating, 
causing  heartburn,  febrile  heat, 
and  quickness  of  pulse.  Many 
chalybeate  mineral  waters  contain 
an  exceedingly  minute  quantity  of 
protocarbonate  of  iron,  and  yet 
exercise  an  astonishing  power  in 
recruiting  the  exhausted  frame. 
We  believe  their  virtue  to  be  de- 
rived simply  from  the  metal  being 
oxydized  to  a  minimum,  and  dif- 
fused by  the  agency  of  a  mild  acid 
through  a  great  body  of  water,' in 
which  state  it  is  rapidly  taken  up 
by  the  lacteals,  and  speedily  im- 
parts a  ruddy  hue  to  the  wan 
countenance.  We  find  that  these 
qualities  may  be  imitated  exactly 
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by  dissolving  three  grains  of  the 
sulphate  of  iron  and  sixty-one  of 
bicarbonate  of  potass  in  a  quart  of 
cool  water,  wiih  agitation  in  a 
cool  vessel. — Lond.  J\Ied.  Rep. 

JSIedicinal  Properties  of  JWx 
Vomica. 

A  correspondent  in  Essex,  a 
surgeon-apothecaiy,  in  a  very  ex- 
tensive jjractice,  informs  us  that 
he  has  hUely  been  administering 
nux  vomica  so  freely  as  to  use 
about  six  ounces  in  six  months. 
A  severe  case  of  chronic  diar- 
rhoea, in  which  the  patient  ap- 
peared to  be  in  a  hopeless  state, 
rapidly  recovered  under  this  re- 
medy. It  was  given  in  powder, 
in  a  dose  of  five  grains,  three  or 
four  times  a-day,all  previous  me- 
dicines having  been  of  very  little 
use  to  the  patient. 

A  case  of  chorea,  which  had 
existed  twelve  months,  and  which 
bad  resisted  all  the  ordinary 
means,  recovered  under  the  use 
of  the  nux  vomica.  Various  cases 
of  long-continued  intermittent  fe- 
ver, several  cases  of  which  had 
been  treated  in  vain  by  quinine, 
yielded  to  the  pulv.  nucis  vomicas. 

Ibid. 


REPORTS  OF  CASES  IN  PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 

Case  of  Tubercular  Disease  of  the 
Peritoneum  suddenly  terminating 
fatally  ',  icith  the  appearances  on 
Dissection. 

July  18,  1828.  This  patient,  aged 
24,  a  gardener,  has  been  subject  to 
cough,  dyspnoea,  palpitation  and  he- 
niojjtysis,  for  some  months  past. 
Those  sympton<s  have  recently  been 
aggravated  by  hard  labor,  and  expo- 
sure to  change  of  temperature.  About 
a  nionlh  since,  he  observed  his  scro- 
luni,  thigh,  and  legs,  to  swell  in  suc- 


cession, and  within  the  last  week  the 
al)donien  has  become  full,  but  nei- 
ther bard  nor  tense.  Cough  and 
dyspncca  have  also  increased  of  late, 
but  the  palpitation  has  been  less. 
Along  wit!)  these  symptoms,  the 
tongue  is  dry,  covered  with  a  thin 
white  coat;  bad  taste  in  the  mouth  ; 
a|)petite  small,  cardialgia  after  food  ; 
colicky  pains  across  abdomen  ;  bow- 
els regular;  pulse  80,  rather  hard 
and  throbbing  ;  skin  and  complex- 
ion not  morbid  ;  sweats  freely  ; 
urine  abundant,  straw-colored  ;  sleep 
distuibcd,  obliged  to  lie  with  head 
and  shoulders  elevated  ;  pain  in  low- 
er part  of  chest ;  a  sense  of  tickling 
referred  to  epigastrium,  which  he 
sa\'s  excites  cough  ;  feels  weak,  but 
has  worked  within  a  day  or  two  ;  has 
not  used  active  remedies. 

Various  means  were  employed  in 
this  case,  as  bloodletting,  vesication, 
mercurials,  diuretics  and  cathartics, 
but  with  little  alteration  in  the  lead- 
ing symptoms.  The  oedema  of  the 
extremities  and  scrotum  irsdeed  was 
removed  under  their  use,  but  the 
size  of  the  abdomen  increased,  and 
the  pain  in  this  part  was  occasionally 
extreme.  What  was  especially  re- 
n)arked  was,  that  though  the  urine 
was  greatly  increased  in  quantity, 
being,  the  2d  of  August,  betweea 
sixty  and  seventy  ounces  in  the  twen- 
ty-four hours,  the  ascites  progressive- 
ly increased.  His  sufferings  wero 
always  great,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
give  the  compound  powder  of  ipe- 
cacuanha and  opium,  in  full  doses  in 
order  to  procure  rest.  He  died  on 
the  ]7lh  of  August.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  that  day  he  was  found  more 
than  usually  comfortable.  Between 
twelve  and  one,  noon,  he  was  dress- 
ed, sitting  on  the  side  of  his  bed,  and 
asked  for  some  food  ;  but  before  his 
nurse  could  bring  it  to  him,  he  sud- 
denly turned  round  on  his  bed,  on 
his  abdomen,  and  with  scarcely  a 
perceptible  convulsion,  died. 

Ejamination  of  the  body. —  Slight 
emaciation.  Upon  opening  the  ab- 
domen, a  groat  gush  of  straw-colored 
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fluid  followed  the  incision.  The 
whole  q'i;intit3'  was  not  collected,  but 
from  wliat  was  saved,  it  was  estimat- 
ed in  all  to  amount  to  full  three  gal- 
lons. It  was  not  easy  to  turn  the 
flap  mat^'  by  the  incisions  over  the 
pubes,  on  account  of  the  extensive 
adhesions  which  existed  between  tha 
omentum  and  parietal  peritoneum. 
This  beinjj  done,  the  omentum  was 
discovered  to  be  greatly  thickened, 
solid,  and  every  where  covered  by 
granular  tubercles.  The  peritoneum, 
iu  like  manner,  was  every  where  thick- 
ly studded  with  the  same  bodies,  and 
was  between  one  and  two  lines  in 
thickness,  every  where  opaque,  and 
resembling  a  thin  cartilage  more  than 
the  ordinary  texture.  The  intestines, 
also,  were  studded  thickly  with 
small  while  granular  bodies,  giving 
an  extraordinary  roughness  to  the 
whole  surface.  They  were  every 
where  connected  together  by  most 
delicate  white,  bridle-form  adhe- 
sions. Some  of  these  were  an  inch 
in  length,  crossing  each  other  in 
every  direction,  forming  the  finest 
network.  This  a[)pearance  is  not 
unfrequently  noticed.  But  in  this 
case  it  was  very  striking,  especially 
when  raising  the  intestines  to  draw 
them  from  the  pelvis.  The  liver 
was  sound. 

In  the  thorax,  upon  raising  the 
sternum,  the  pericardium  was  found 
to  occupy  an  unusual  extent  of  the 
chest.  The  lungs  were  sound,  but 
were  in  some  places  slightly  adhe- 
rent to  the  pleura  costalis.  Five 
ounces  of  a  fluid  like  that  in  the  ab- 
domen were  taken  from  the  pericar- 
dium. The  heart  was  greatly  en- 
hirged.  The  left  ventricle  consti- 
tuted the  principal  bulk  of  the  organ. 

It  exhibited  a  deep  red  or  purple 
color,  and  soemed  to  be  distended 
with  a  great  load  of  blood,  and  as 
if  its  bulk  were  owing  to  this  con- 
tained mass.  It  felt  perfectly  solid 
to  the  hand,  when  firm  pressure  was 
made  upon  it.  Upon  cutting  into 
it,  it  was  found  that  its  size  and  firm- 
ness were  owing  entirely   to   a   pre- 


ternatural thickening  of  the  whole 
substance  of  this  ventricle,  and  that 
its  oidy  contents  were  a  very  small 
coagulum,  which  was  entangled  in 
the  mitral  valve.  The  right  ventri- 
cle was  natural  in  thickness,  but 
comparatively  small,  and  contained  a 
little  blood.  The  valves  were  healthy. 
The  thorax  contained  no  fluid.    W.  C. 
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WEEKLY    llEPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Sept.  20,  at  noon. 

Sept.  11.  Eliza  M.  Trumbull, 

12.  Son  of  Bradford  Jones, 
William  Barnard, 

13.  Daniel  Marquis, 
Ellen  Trophy, 

14.  Daniel  Nichols, 
Charles  J.  Kendall, 
Mary  Dawson, 
Sarah  Jane  Bass, 
Hannah  iNIendall, 

,  Jane  L.  Jackson, 

15.  Dorcas  S.  Dehice, 
Catharine  Dunckley, 
John  Fitzgerald, 

16.  Martha  Cuinmings, 
Simeon  Gould, 
Anne  Durivaee, 
William  L.   Kehr, 
Leonard  W.  Kimball, 
Dolly  Jones, 
Thomas  Wareham, 

17.  Ellen  Whellen, 
Michael  Daniels, 
Phineas  Goff, 
Mary  Apthorp, 
Jesse  Bogart, 

18.  Rosy  Wilson, 
Georg^e  W.  Blanchard, 

19.  Abigail  B.  Gove, 
Desdy  Lampson, 
George  W.  Ilovey, 

20.  Clhniel  French, 
Elizabeth  Stodder, 
Eleanor  Dutfey. 

Brain  fever,  1— burn,  1 — by  taking  bug  poi- 
son, 1 — consumption,  7 canker,  1 — drowned 

in  a  cistern,  1 — rtysentery,  3 — fever,  1 — hoop- 
ing cough,  2 — inflammation  in  the  bowels,  1 — 
infantile,  2— lung  fever,  2 — liver  complaint,  1 — 
old  age,  2 — spasms,  1 — teething,  1 — unknown, 
7.  Males,  17— Females,  17.  Stillborn,  2. 
Total,  36. 
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ADVERTISEMEiNTS. 

MEDICAL  INSTITUTIOxN"  OF 
HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

THE  MEDICAI.  LECTURES  will  be- 
gin on  the  third  Wednesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, Mason-street,  Boston. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warken. 
Chtmisiry^  b}-  Dr.  Webster. 
jMiiteria  jrledica,  by  1  -r.  BiCiELOW. 
Jtlidwifery    and  Medical    Jurisprudence^ 

by  IJr.  Chanxi:;g. 
Theory  and   Praciice  of  Physic^   by  Dr. 

Jacksok. 

The  Eectures  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
The  Class  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Dr.  Jackson's  Clinical 
Lecture  on  the  Cases,  without  fees. — 
Separate  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Surgery  are  given  by  Dr.  \Varren  without 
fees.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  study  of  Practical  .Anatomy,  which 
will  probably  afford  as  great  facilities  as 
can  be  desired,  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
at  any  school  in  the  United  States.  The 
use  of  the  i^ibrary  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Colle;;e  may  be  obtained,  during 
the  Course,  by  paying  one  dollar.  The 
Professor  of  Chemistiy  will  receive  private 
pupils  for  instructiorvin  the  Laboratory. 
W  A  LTKii,  C  f  I A  N  x>i  IN  G, 

Dean  of  Ike  FacuJly. 

PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  (he  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18-^7, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"  Resolved.1  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  liabit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  doi,i,ars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 


fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  oil  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,      ; 

ZAHDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    S  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  .      ) 

A  dissertation  marked  "  Fans  el  Origo 
Mali,''''  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  of  newspapers  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9. 

Some  persons  having  believed  that  the 
premium  offered  by  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 
for  the  best  dissertation  on  Intemperance, 
is  to  be  confined  to  the  members  of  the 
Society,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
above  named  premium  is  open  to  all  who 
may  incline  to  become  candidates  for  it. 


NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  ^pothecary^ 

AS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
,  No.  183,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The    old  friends   of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 


EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
rc'ceived  a  supplv  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  otiier  newspapers. 
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I. 

Mature  and    Treatment  of  Erysi- 
pelas. 

Concluded  from  page  518. 

Causes. — These  are  the  same 
which  produce  other  inflamma- 
tion. They  are  external  or  inter- 
nal ;  local  or  general.  It  may  be 
disorder  of  the  digestive  organs, 
or  slight  local  injury  of  the  skin. 
On  external  irritants  Mr.  L,  has 
the  follouing. 

"Thus  it  (primary  erysipelas) 
is  caused  by  external  irritants  of 
all  kinds  ;  by  heat  or  cold,  by  blis- 
ters, issues,  setons,  caustics,  or 
other  acrid  matters  applied  to 
the  skin  ;  by  wounds,  punctures, 
bruises,  surgical  operations,  and 
all  kinds  of  injury  [traumatic  E.). 
The  mechanical  or  chemical  irri- 
tation of  wounds,  ulcers,  or  other 
local  diseases,  will  cause  it. 

"Neglect  of  previous  prepara- 
tion, inattention  to  diet,  injudicious 
modes  of  dressing,  continued  ex- 
ercise of  the  affected  part,  and 
an  imprudent  degree  of  general 
34 


exertion,  are  frequent  causes  of 
erysipelas  after  operations  and 
wounds,  and  in  the  course  of  ul- 
cers and  other  local  affections. 
When  these  several  points  are 
properly  attended  to,  we  shall  not 
be  much  troubled  with  traumatic 
and  hospital  erysipelas. 

"  Irritating  plasters,  a  heating 
load  of  dressings,  and  tight  ban- 
daging, are  common  causes  of 
erysipelas,  whether  in  the  case  of 
wounds  or  operations.  Light  ap- 
plications and  keeping  the  part 
cool,  are  simple  but  effectual  pre- 
ventives. The  most  frequent 
source,  however,  of  this  affection, 
after  accidents  or  operations,  is 
improper  diet,  that  is,  indulgence 
in  animal  food,  or  fermented  li- 
quors ;  and  the  surgeon  is,  in  many 
cases,  more  to  blame  than  the 
patient.  He  frequently  does  not 
enforce  the  necessary  precautiwis 
and  restiictions,  and  often  appears 
as  anxious,  uiider  the  absurd  fear 
of  debility,  that  the  use  of  meat, 
wine,  and  beer  should  be  renew- 
ed, as  the  patient  or  friends  usu- 
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ally  are.  During  the  confinement 
consequent  on  a  wound  or  opera- 
tion, these  articles  should  be  pro- 
hibited ;  that  should  be  the  gene- 
ral rule,  to  which  exceptions  may 
be  allowed  under  particular  cir- 
cumstances." 

Treatment. — The  most  opposite 
modes  have  been  tried,  and,  ac- 
cording to  those  who  have  em- 
ployed them,  with  equal  success. 
Three  principal  methods  may  be 
enumerated  :  the  antiphlogistic, 
the  earliest ;  the  tonic  and  stimu- 
lating, the  more  modern  ;  and  a 
treatment  between  the  two,  or 
modified  by  the  various  circum- 
stances of  cases. 

"  As  this  affection  resembles 
other  inflammations  in  its  causes, 
symptoms,  and  effects,  so  it  must 
be  treated  on  the  same  principles; 
that  is,  on  the  antiphlogistic  plan. 
Venesection,  local  bleeding,  jiurg- 
irig,  and  low  diet,  are  the  first 
measures,  to  which  saline  and  dia- 
phoretic medicines  may  be  after- 
wards added.  The  earlier  these 
means  are  employed  the  better  : 
vigorous  treatment  in  the  be2;in- 
ning  will  often  cut  the  attack 
short,  and  prevent  the  disease 
from  spreading  beyond  its  original 
seat.  As  the  skin  and  cellular 
membrane  are  of  secondary  im- 
portance, it  is  not  so  urgently 
necessary  to  arrest  inflammation 
in  them,  as  in  the  vital  organs  ; 
neither  does  the  same  reason  for 
very  active  treatment  exist  as  in 
afl'ection  of  the  eye,  where  a  slight 
change  of  structure  may  seriously 
impair  the  utility  of  an  organ  es- 
sential to  our  comfort  and  plea- 
sure :  but  the  extensive  suppura- 
tion and  mortincation,  which  ery- 
sipelas sometimes  produces,  may 
render  a  limb  in  great  measure  or 


totally  useless,  or  may  even  de- 
stroy life. 

"  The  disposition  of  erysipelas 
to  terminate  by  resolution  is  an- 
other reason  against  resorting  in- 
discriminately to  active  depletion. 
In  many  cases  the  disease  passes 
through  a  certain  course  and  ends 
spontaneously  :  it  is  sufficient  to 
put  the  patient  on  low  diet,  to 
clear  the  alimentary  canal,  and 
then  to  use  mild  aperients  and 
diaphoretics.  When  it  proceeds, 
as  it  often  does,  from  unhealthy 
conditions  of  the  alimentary  ca- 
nal, the  removal  of  the  internal 
disorder  leads  to  the  cessation  of 
the  local  complaint.  It  must  how- 
ever be  observed,  that  venesec- 
tion is  sometimes  useful,  both  in 
curing  the  internal  cause  of  erysi- 
pelas and  in  promoting  the  termi- 
nation by  resolution. 

"  It  will  appear  from  the  fore- 
going remarks,  that  in  contending 
for  the  inflammatory  nature  of  ery- 
sipelas, and  for  the  propiiety  of 
treating  it  antiphlogistically,  I  do 
not  mean  to  recommend  that  mea- 
sures equally  active,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, that  bleeding  whether  ge- 
neral or  local,  are  to  be  employed 
in  all  cases.  In  young  persons,  in 
the  robust  and  those  of  full  habit, 
in  instances  where  the  pulse  is  full 
and  strong,  or  when  there  is  head- 
ach  and  white  tongue,  erysipelas 
of  the  head  attended  with  symp- 
toms denoting  affection  of  the  sen- 
sorium,  and  more  especially  in  the 
very  beginning  of  the  afl'ection, 
venesection  will  be  proper,  and  it 
may  be  necessary  to  bleed  large- 
ly, to  repeat  the  evacuation,  or  to 
follow  venesection  by  local  ab- 
straction of  blood.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  other  parts  of 
the  anti|)hlogistic  plan  must  be  al- 
so employed,  that  is,  the  alimen- 
tary canal  should  be  cleared  by  an 
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active  purgative,  which  may  be 
followed  by  salines   and  anlimoni- 
als,    with   the    occasional    use  of 
milder  aperients  ;   and   low    diet 
should  be  enjoined.     Nothing  can 
be    more    different   from  such  a 
case,  than  that  of  an  elderly  per- 
son wiih  a  small  and  feeble  pulse, 
in  the  advanced  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease.      The     interval    between 
these  extremes  is  filled  by  nume- 
rous gradations  requiring  corres- 
ponding   modifications    of    treat- 
ment.    The  antiphlogistic  plan  it- 
self embraces   a    wide  range    in 
point  of  degree;  from  bloodletting, 
local  and  general,  with  purging, 
vomiting,  the  free  use  of  mercury 
and  antimony,  and  low  diet,  to  the 
exhibition  of  a  mild  aperient,  with 
some      saline     medicine.        The 
treatment  of  erysipelas,  like  that 
of  any  other  inflammation,   must 
be  modified  according  to  the  age, 
constitution,   previous  health  and 
habits  of  the  patient  and  the  peri- 
od of  the  complaint.     In  asserting 
generally  that    the  antiphlogistic 
treatment  is  proper,  I  speak   of 
the  beginning  of  the  disease,  when 
the  original  and  proper  character 
of  the  aflection  is  apparent  ;    and 
I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that,  in 
some  shape  or  degree,  such  treat- 
ment will  always  be  beneficial  in 
that    stage.      In    many    instances 
active  antiphlogistic  measures  are 
of  the  greatest   service  in  lessen- 
ing the  severity  both  of  the  local 
and  general  symptoms.     In  others 
the  administration  of  calomel  with 
aperients,  and  of  diaphoretics  with 
low  diet,  will  be  sufficient.   When 
the  alfection  occurs  in  old  and  de- 
bilitated subjects,  the  powers  of 
life  are  seriously  impaired,    and 
our  efforts  must  be  directed  ra- 
ther  towards    supporting    them, 
than  combating  the  local  affection. 
I  have  often  seen  such  patients 


laboring  under  erysipelas  of  the 
face  in  its  advanced  stage,  with 
rapid  and  feeble  pulse,  dry  and 
brown  tongue,  recovered,  under 
circumstances  apparently  despe- 
rate, by  the  free  use  of  bark  and 
wine. 

"The  cases  of  erysipelas, 
which  I  have  seen  in  young  per- 
sons, have  almost  all  proceeded 
from  external  causes,  and  requir- 
ed antiphlogistic  treatment.  The 
tonic  and  stimulating  plan  has 
been  injurious  to  such  patients 
under  all  circumstances. 

"Local  bleeding  is  sufficient  in 
the  milder  cases  of  erysipelas, 
and  is  often  necessary  in  the  more 
severe  ones,  as  an  auxiliary  mea- 
sure. It  may  be  accomplished 
either  by  cupping  or  leeches. 
The  former,  where  practicable, 
is  the  most  efficacious  :  a  great 
objection  to  it  arises  from  the 
painful  state  of  the  inflamed  skin.- 
Although  leeches,  when  applied 
to  the  sound  skin  of  some  indivi- 
duals, produce  an  effect  analogous 
to  erysipelas,  they  exert  no  simi- 
lar influence  over  the  inflamed 
skin,  to  which  they  may  be  appli- 
ed freely  and  safely.  The  ap- 
prehensions expressed  by  Willan, 
Thomson  and  others,  are  ground- 
less. In  order  to  produce  any 
decided  benefit,  they  must  be  ap- 
plied in  large  numbers.  Respect- 
ing the  plan  of  taking  blood  from 
the  part  by  small  punctures  with 
a  lancet,  which  has  been  used  ex- 
tensively with  so  much  success 
by  Dr.  Dobson,  I  refer  to  his  own 
observations,  printed  in  the  pre- 
sent volume." 

Local  applications  are  princi- 
pally useful  for  relieving  present 
suffering.  For  this  purpose  cold 
applications  are  employed  before 
the  inflammation  is   fully    deve- 


632 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


loped,  and  afterwards  warm.  The 
fomentations  should  be  used  for 
hours  together,  and  white  bread 
and  water  poultices  in  the  inter- 
vals. A  lotion  of  subcarbonate  of 
ammonia  and  superacetate  of  lead, 
of  each  a  drachm,  and  rose  water 
a  pint,  has  been  recommended. 
On  the  authority  of  Baron  Dupuy- 
tren,  blisters  to  the  inflamed  sur- 
face, employed  in  France,  are 
much  recommended.  The  writer 
of  this  abstract  of  Mr.  Lawrence's 
paper  distinctly  recollects  that 
nearly  twenty  years  ago,  Dr. 
Rush  applied  them  in  erysipelas 
in  the  Pennsjivania  Hospital,  and 
recommended  them  in  his  lec- 
tures. The  cases  in  which  Dr. 
Rush  used  them  were  those  which 
threatened  gangrerife,  or  in  which 
this  had  already  occurred.  The 
following  is  said  to  have  been 
taken  from  Baron  D.'s  clinical 
lectures. 

"-  If  the  skin  be  red,  tense, 
dry  and  hot,  with  fever  (ta-c'thisme 
grneral) — if  the  tongue  be  dry 
and  red,  a  blister  or  an  emetic 
would  do  harm — bleedings  and 
leeches  are  proper.  In  a  bilious 
constitution,  with  the  tongue  co- 
vered by  a  yellow  mucous  coat, 
and  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth, 
with  pains  in  the  head  and  bilious 
evacuations,  an  emeto-cathartic, 
or  the  tartrite  of  antimony  in  a 
large  quantity  of  fluid  is  indicated. 
When  the  tongue  is  moist  and 
slightly  i-ed,  the  skin  moderately 
tense  and  hot, — when  there  is  lo- 
cal inflammation  with  little  gene- 
ral reaction,  the  erysipelatous 
phlegmon  should  be  brought  to  a 
cri.>)is  by  su[)pu ration,  excited  ex- 
ternally, by  one  or  more  blisters. 
If  the  local  iiifl.unmation  have  a 
Ian2;uid  atonic  chaiacter  without 
symptoms  of  sanguineous  or  bilious 


plethora,  if  in  short  the  state  of 
debility  be  well  marked,  which 
will  happen  particularly  in  old 
subjects,  we  must  immediately 
resort  to  tonics." 

"  I  have  tried  ihis  treatment," 
says  Mr.  Lawrence,  "  three  or 
four  times  in  simple  erysipelas  of 
the  extremities,  applying  the  blis- 
ter on  the  boundary  of  the  inflam- 
ed and  sound  parts,  so  as  to  cover 
an  equal  portion  of  each.  The 
inflammation  stopped  in  these  in- 
stances ;  but,  as  other  means  were 
em|jloyed  at  the  same  time,  I 
could  not  determine  how  much  of 
the  benefit  was  due  to  the  blister, 
which,  however,  did  not  cause 
suppuration  nor  any  other  unplea- 
sant effect." 

"  I  perfectly  recollect,"  says 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  "  one  instance, 
which  was  in  the  person  of  an  in- 
telligent surgeon  in  London,  where 
a  blister  was  applied  completely 
round  the  arm,  so  as  to  encircle 
it  some  little  distance  above  the 
described  line  of  demarcation, 
that  stopped,  or  seemed  to  stop, 
the  progress  of  the  disease  ;  for 
the  inflammation  did  not  extend 
above  the  blister,  and  the  patient 
recovered." 

Treatment  of  Phlegmonous  Ery- 
sipelas.— In  its  earliest  stages, 
venesection  ;  leeches  to  the  in- 
flamed part;  laxatives:  calomel 
and  saline  medicines  are  recom- 
mended. Leeches  are  preft;rred 
to  venesection,  poiticulai  ly  where 
the  fever  is  not  very  urgent.  The 
most  powerful  means  of  arresting 
the  disease  are  incisions  through 
the  textures  which  are  the  seats 
of  the  disease.  The  relief  of  the 
symptoms  is  rapid,  and  in  twenty- 
four  hours  the  redness  usually  dis- 
appears. The  beginning  of  the 
disease  is  the   best  time   for  the 
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incisions  ;  but  when  matter  and 
sloughs  are  formed  they  allow  of 
a  ready  discharge,  and  tend  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  inllam- 
mation. 

"  To  preclude  the  possibility  of 
misconception  on  a  practical  point 
of  so  much  importance,  I  beg  to 
observe  that  1  do  not  advise  inci- 
sions in  erysipelas  generally,  but 
confine  their  emj)loyment  to  cases 
of  the  plilegniotious  kind.  We 
cannot  however  determine  our 
treatment  merely  by  reference 
to  the  name  of  the  affection.  Dis- 
eases appear  quite  distinct  in  no- 
sologies, but  we  find  them  shaded 
off  and  so  blended  in  nature,  that 
it  is  frequently  very  difficult  to 
mark  out  their  boundaries.  The 
presence  or  absence  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  cellular  texture  will 
not  afford  the  criterion  we  are  in 
search  of  on  this  occasion  ;  indeed 
the  difference  Ijetween  simple  and 
phlegmonous  erysipelas  is  rather 
in  the  degree  than  in  the  seat  of 
the  affection.  Simple  erysipelas 
seldom  takes  place  without  some 
inflammation  of  the  cellular  mem- 
brane. AV'e  may  trust  to  the  an- 
tiphlogistic treatment  already  de- 
scribed in  doubtful  cases,  in  the 
milder  instances  of  phlegmonous 
erysipelas,  and  in  the  very  early 
period  of  the  more  severe  ones. 
It  is  important,  however,  to  de- 
cide the  point  quickly,  and  to 
make  the  incisions  without  delay 
\vhere  we  judge  them  necessary, 
as  they  stop  the  progress  of  the 
disorder,  and  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  suppuration  and  slough- 
ing." 

In  phlegmonous  erysipelas  which 
has  occurred  in  Fever  Hospitals, 
incisions  have  been  sinjjularly  use- 
ful. The  same  is  remarked  of 
their   cllicacv   in    some   cases   of 


that  form  of  the  disease  which  has 
followed  wounds  received  during 
dissection  ;  and  in  erysipelas  of 
the  face  in  which  the  eyelids  are 
tlie  seats  of  severe  inflammation, 
the  same  practice  has  been  use- 
ful. So  has  it  been  in  that  form 
of  the  disease  of  the  scalp,  in 
which  the  cellular  tissue  under 
the  aponeurosis  is  inflamed,  and 
in  which  the  destructive  process 
goes  on  rapidly.  "  The  limbs, 
especially  the  lower,  are  the 
most  frequent  seat  of  the  affec- 
tion, which  is  at  least  very  un- 
common in  the  trunk.  After  the 
incisions  have  been  made,  the 
part  may  be  covered  with  warm 
fomentation  cloths  until  the  bleed- 
ing has  ceased,  when  a  warm 
bread  poultice  may  be  applied. 
If  discharge  does  not  soon  take 
place  from  the  wound,  it  should 
be  dressed,  under  the  poultice, 
with  lint  thickly  spread  with  the 
yellow  basilicon  ointment,  or  with 
some  other  stimulant."  In  the 
following  extracts  the  efl'ects  of 
incisions  are  detailed,  a  case  is 
given  in  which  they  were  employ- 
ed, and  the  manner  in  which,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  L.,  they  should  be 
made.  Mr.  Earle,  in  a  recent 
Journal,  has  made  a  correction  of 
Mr.  L.'s  remark  "  that  he,  Mr. 
E.,  had  had  no  experience  of  the 
practice." 

"  The  incisions,  when  made 
during  the  existence  of  active  in- 
flammation, are  followed  by  pro- 
fuse bleeding  both  from  arteries 
and  veins,  which  probably  has  an 
important  share  in  arresting  the 
inflammatory  disturbance.  The 
benefit  however  cannot  be  wholly 
ascribed  to  this  cause,  for  it  takes 
place  even  \\  hen  the  loss  of  blood 
is  much  less  ;  and  it  is  so  immedi- 
ate, that  we  cannot  refer  it  to  the 
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suppurative  process  which  after- 
wards occurs  in  the  surface  of  the 
wound.  The  relief  has  been  as- 
cribed to  the  removal  of  that  ten- 
sion which  always  exists  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  ;  we  ob- 
serve, indeed,  that  the  edges  of 
the  wound  usually  gape  asunder, 
and  that  the  surrounding  skin  not 
only  loses  its  deep  red  color,  but 
soon  becomes  wrinkled  on  the 
surface  ;  two  changes  which  suf- 
ficiently explain  the  great  and 
sudden  benefit  usually  produced 
by  the  incisions.  The  circum- 
stance of  the  blood  being  directly 
taken  from  the  inllamed  part  may 
account  for  its  having  an  effect  in 
lessening  the  inflammation,  which 
would  not  be  produced  by  taking 
a  much  h'.rger  quantity  from  the 
arm  ;  and  it  will  probably  explain 
another  fact,  viz.  that  a  very  con- 
siderable bleeding  in  this  way  is 
not  only  safe  bat  advantageous, 
when  the  circulation  is  so  much 
reduced  that  general  bleeding 
would  be  altogether  inadmissible. 
This  will  be  seen  in  some  of  the 
cases  annexed  to  this  paper  ;  and 
it  was  remarkably  exemplified  in 
a  patient  whom  I  saw  with  Mr. 
Earle,  by  whom  the  details  of  the 
case  have  been  already  published. 
This  patient,  who  had  pricked  his 
finger  in  opening  a  body,  was 
taken  ill  in  the  house  of  his  father, 
an  experienced  and  judicious  prac- 
titioner, and  was  attended  through- 
out by  his  brother,  also  in  the  pro- 
fession, and  by  two  very  sensible 
and  well-informed  professional 
friends.  Pain  came  on  in  the  fin- 
ger during  the  night  after  the  ac- 
cident, and  the  first  phalanx  had 
lost  its  vitality  in  the  course  of 
the  next  dtiy.  In  spite  of  leech- 
es; venesection,  aperients,  opi- 
ates, antimonials,  &c.  &c.  inflam- 
mation spread  from  the  finger  to 


the  shoulder  with  the  most  ex- 
cruciating pain  and  the  worst  con- 
stitutional symptoms,  such  as  en- 
tire want  of  sleep,  delirium, 
brown  tongue,  altered  counte- 
nance. On  the  sixth  day  Mr. 
Earle  had  informed  me  of  this 
gentleman's  danger,  and  that  he 
did  not  expect  hi.m  to  recover. 
On  the  eighth  day  he  said  that  he 
was  much  worse,  and  he  request- 
ed that  I  would  see  him,  not  with 
the  expectation  that  any  thing 
could  be  done,  but  as  a  satisfac- 
tion to  the  friends,  and  some  di- 
minution of  his  own  responsibility. 
The  situation  of  the  patient  cer- 
tainly justitied  the  apprehensions 
thus  expressed.  The  limb  was 
greatly  swollen,  tense,  bright  red, 
and  acutely  painful  from  the  hand 
to  the  shoulder  ;  the  pulse  rapid 
and  small,  the  countenance  anxious 
and  haggard.  The  treatment  by 
incisions,  or  leaving  the  patient  to 
certain  death,  seemed  to  me  the 
only  alternative  that  the  case  pre- 
sented ;  and  Mi\  Earle  readily  ac- 
ceded to  my  proposal  of  the  for- 
mer, although  be  said  that  he  had 
had  no  experience  of  the  practice. 
Three  incisions  were  accordingly 
made  ;  one  in  the  arm,  and  two  in 
the  fore-arm.  The  limb  having 
been  laid  in  a  folded  sheet,  was 
covered  over  by  the  bed-clothes, 
when,  after  some  time,  the  patient 
was  observed  to  become  faint. 
It  was  now  found  that  he  had  lost 
an  enormous  quantity  of  blood,  and 
that  a  small  artery  required  the 
ligature.  The  blood  was  care- 
fully collected  in  a  wash-basin, 
and  was  estimated  by  the  father 
at  three  pounds  and  a  half  ;  he 
feels  certain  that  it  exceeded 
three  pounds.  Before  the  inci- 
sions were  made  he  had  given  up 
all  hopes  of  his  son's  recovery;  so 
complete  and  sudden  was  the  re- 
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lief  they  afforded,  that  in  six  hours 
after,  he  had  discarded  all  ideas 
of  danger.  The  cure  indeed, 
proceeded  from  this  time  uninter- 
ruptedly, and  I  believe  that  the 
motions  of  the  hands  and  fingers 
were  perfectly  restored.  Tlie 
patient,  his  father,  and  brother, 
Mr.  Earle,  and  the  immediately 
attendant  professional  friends,  are 
all  convinced  that  he  owes  the 
preservation  of  his  life  entirely  to 
the  incisions.  Mr  ^\'ardrop  saw 
the  case  a  few  days  after  they 
had  been  made. 

"  As  the  free  bleeding  from  the 
incisions  is  often  of  great  advan- 
tage in  relieving  the  overloaded 
vessels,  and  arresting  the  inflam- 
mation, it  need  not  be  checked 
so  long  as  the  pulse  is  unaflected 
by  the  loss  of  blood.  l>iit  the 
great  extent  to  which  the  hemor- 
rhage may  proceed  renders  it  ne- 
cessary that  we  should  act  very 
cautiously,  especially  in  elderly 
persons,  or  in  those  whose  strength 
is  already  impaired  by  the  disease 
or  previous  treatment.  The  |)a- 
tient  should  be  closely  watched 
by  the  surgeon  in  such  cases,  un- 
til the  bleeding  has  ceased. 
Should  it  become  necessary  to 
stop  the  further  loss  of  blood,  this 
may  be  readily  accomplished  by 
tying  any  bleeding  vessels,  by 
placing  the  limb  in  an  elevated 
position,  or  by  pressure.  Four 
cases  are  all  the  instances  that 
have  come  to  my  knf>\vledge  of 
unfavorable  termination  where 
incisions  had  been  employed. 

"Although  this  ))ractice  has 
been  probably  adopted  heretofore, 
being  incidentally  alluded  to  by 
O'Halloran  and  Pott,  and  more 
directly  mentioned  by  Vogel,  we 
are  indebted  for  its  recent  intro- 
duction into   this  country  to  Mr. 


Copland  Hutchinson,  who  strong- 
ly recommended  it  in  a  paper 
written  expressly  on  the  subject, 
first  published  in  the  fifth  volume 
of  the  Transactions  of  this  So- 
ciety, and  subsequently  re-pub- 
lished, in  a  somewhat  enlarged 
form,  in  his  '  Practical  Observa- 
tions in  Surgery.'  In  the  latter 
work  he  says,  '  These  incisions 
may  be  made  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  length,  from  two  to  four 
inches  apart,  and  varied  in  num- 
ber from  four  to  eighteen,  ac- 
cording to  the  extent  of  surface 
the  disease  is  found  to  occupy.' 
Since  this  multiplicity  of  cuts 
must  be  painful  or  alarming,  it  is 
important  to  know,  as  I  have 
found  by  repeated  experience, 
that  a  single  incision  carried 
through  the  middle  of  the  inflamed 
part,  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
long  axis  of  the  limb,  is  quite  suf- 
ficient. I  have  seen  severe  phleg- 
monous erysipelas  of  the  er.tire 
leg  and  thigh,  when  the  aspect  of 
the  limb  fiom  enormous  swelling, 
general  redness,  and  vesication, 
was  really  appalling,  suspended 
in  the  most  decisive  manner  by  a 
single  incision  along  the  middle  of 
the  calf.  Mr.  Guthiie  has  found 
that  one  or  two  long  incisions  ac- 
complish every  useful  purpose, 
and  has  therefore  adopted  that 
plan.  As  the  numerous  short 
cuts,  or  the  single  longer  incision, 
will  equally  answer  the  end,  the 
selection  may  be  left  in  each  case 
to  the  patient  or  the  surgeon. 
The  incision  should  divide  the 
skin  and  the  cellular  texture  down 
to  the  fascia  ;  it  is  not  necessary 
to  penetrate  the  latter.  A  d'ou- 
ble-edged  bistoury  is  the  most 
convenient  instrument  for  the 
purpose." 
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II. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Dr.  JV. 
J^iles  to  the  Editors. 

Paris,  Juhj  27,  1828. 
Dr.  Verdier,  of  this  city,  has  in- 
troduced a  method  of  treating 
certain  descriptions  of  hernia,  by 
the  Cold  Douche,  which  promises 
to  be  of  great  utility. 

The  apparatus  consists  of  a  hose, 
leading  from  a  reservoir  of  water 
of  about  27  feet  elevation,  fur- 
nished with  a  stop-cock.  The 
end  of  the  hose  is  provided  with  a 
metallic  or  wooden  tube,  by  means 
of  which  the  direction  of  the  wa- 
ter can  be  varied  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  operator.  The  patient  is 
stripped  and  placed  upon  a  pedes- 
tal, like  a  statue,  holding  a  sort  of 
shield  in  his  hand,  to  prevent  the 
W'ater  from  falling  upon  the  chest 
and  upper  parts  of  the  body.  The 
operator  stands  by  the  side  of  the 
hose,  near  the  stop-cock,  and,  by 
means  of  a  conductor,  gives  the 
tube  through  which  the  water  is 
to  pass  the  pioper  direction,  and 
then  lets  off  the  water  by  turning 
the  cock.  The  water  issues  with 
a  force  equal  to  the  pressure  of  a 
column  27  feet  high,  but  before  it 
reaches  the  patient  it  describes 
(he  section  of  an  arch,  larger  or 
smaller,  according  to  the  distance 
the  patient  may  be  placed  from 
the  orifice.  By  varying  this  dis- 
tance the  operator  can  vary  the 
force  with  which  the  water  falls 
on  the  part. 

Another  way  of  accomplishing 
this  object  consists  in  diminishing 
the  quantum  of  ^vater  thrown  out 
in  any  given  time  by  means  of  the 
stop-cock.  This  method  of  treat- 
ment seems  adapted  to  several 
kinds  of  hernia. 

First.  Recent  hernias,  easily 
reduced,  but  which  are  liable  to 


descend  from  weakness  and  flac- 
cidity  of  the  parts. 

Second.  Recent  hernias,  not  re- 
ducible by  taxis,  and  in  which  no 
inflammation  or  adhesions  are 
presumed  to  have  taken  place. 

Third.  Chronic  hernias,  which 
are  kept  up  with  difficulty  by 
means  of  a  truss.  The  applica- 
tion of  a  stream  of  cold  water, 
large  enough  to  cover  the  tumor, 
acts  as  a  continued  repressive, 
more  effectually  than  any  other 
means  yet  devised. 

While  the  contents  of  the  her- 
nia are  thus  emptied,  and  the  gut 
or  omentum  repelled  within  the 
abdomen,  the  douche  acts  as  a 
powerful  stimulant  to  all  the  tis- 
sues covering  the  tumor.  During 
the  operation,  which  usually  lasts 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes, 
the  small  vessels  of  the  skin  are 
in  great  activity  and  there  is  con- 
sequently an  increased  afllux  of  vi- 
tal energies  to  the  skin,  cellular 
tissue  and  membranous  fibres 
which  sustain  the  protruded  visce- 
ra, although  the  force  of  the  cur- 
rent of  water  probably  has  no 
other  effect  on  the  hernia  itself 
than  a  repressive  agent. 

Two  objects  are  therefore  ob- 
tained by  the  douche  : — 1st,  the 
gradual  repulsion  of  hernia  not 
otherwise  reducible  ; — 2d,  the 
restoring  to  the  enveloping  tissues 
a  greater  degree  of  strength  than 
can  be  given  them  in  any  other 
way. 

The  modus  operandi  of  the 
douche,  as  a  remedy,  and  the  ap- 
paratus, being  well  understood, 
the  class  of  cases  to  wliich  this 
method  is  applicable  will  be  clear- 
ly indicated. 

The  treatment  is  continued 
from  day  to  day  for  twenty,  twen- 
ty-five, or  thiity  days.  I  have 
witnessed  the  use  of  this  agent  on 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


537 


several  occasions,  within  the  last 
two  years,  within  wliicli  time  Dr. 
Verdier  has  cured  or  essentially 
benefited  a  great  number  of  pa- 
tients. 

rso  account  has  yet  been  pub- 
lished of  his  mode  of  treating  this 
formidable  and  numerous  class  of 
diseases  ;  the  doctor  tells  me, 
however,  that  he  is  now  prepar- 
ing a  memoir  on  the  subject.  Un- 
less the  patients  are  very  young, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
cure  will  ever  be  so  perfect  as 
to  render  the  use  of  a  truss  unim- 
portant as  a  preventive  means 
against  a  recurrence  of  the  acci- 
dent. 

An  apparatus  for  this  mode  of 
treating  hernia  might  easily  be 
connected  with  the  reservoir  of 
water  in  the  roof  of  the  Boston 
Hospital.* 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Hydatids  in  the  Female  Breast  re- 
sembling a  Scirrhous  Tumor. 

A  ROBUST  young  t'emale,  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  complained  of 
pains  in  the  left  breast,  which  at 
first  had  been  confined  to  one 
point,  but  had  subsequently  ex- 
tended, and  become  intensely  se- 
vere. A  hard  tumor,  of  a  shin- 
ing appearance,  about  the  size  of 
a  hen's  egg,  was  found  in  the  part. 
It  was  divided  into  several  lobes, 

*  1  he  Hospital  has  been  provided  with 
an  apparatus  such  as  described,  for  the 
last  three  years.  It  has  been  used  for  sur- 
gical and  n.edical  purposes,  though  not  ibr 
the  disorder  described  above. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that 
Dr.  iNiles,  a  physician  formerly  of  lioston, 
now  established  in  i'aris,  will  undcrlake 
to  select  books  for  individuals  and  socie- 
ties on  terms  highly  favorable,  and  we 
can  recommend  this  as  the  most  conve- 
nieat  and  safe  mode  of  procuring  them. 


and  resembled  a  deep-seated 
scirrhus.  The  precise  nature 
of  it,  however,  could  hardly  be 
deterujined,  from  the  immense 
size  of  the  breast.  Various 
means  were  ineirectually  tried  to 
discuss  the  swelling,  and,  as  the 
suil'erings  of  the  patient  were  in- 
tolerable, an  operation  was  deter- 
mined upon.  The  mammary  gland 
was  perfectly  healthy,  but  be- 
neath the  pectoral  muscle  a  ca- 
vity was  discovered,  filled  with 
round  bodies  as  white  as  sn'ow. 
They  were  found  to  be  hydatids  ; 
three  of  which  were  about  the 
size  of  a  nut,  and  seven  much 
smaller.  Most  of  them  escaped 
freely  through  the  wound.  They 
were  of  a  spherical  form,  and  co- 
vered with  a  shining  solid  mem- 
brane of  a  white  color.  The  pa- 
rietes  of  the  cavity  in  which  they 
had  been  contained  were  smooth, 
and  resembled  a  serous  mem- 
brane. To  promote  adhesive  in- 
flammation, lint  was  introduced 
into  the  wound.  For  a  long  time 
an  ichorous  fluid  was  discharged, 
and  stimulating  injections  of  nitric 
acid  and  mercury  vvere  found  ne- 
cessary to  produce  adhesion  of  the 
parts.  The  patient  was  cured  in 
about  two  months  from  the  ope- 
ration.—  Clinique  des  Ilopitaux. 

Cowpox  produced  from  Grease  in 
the  Horse. 

Professor  Berndt  has  related 
the  case,  in  Hufeland's  Journal, 
of  a  stable  boy,  who  had  neither 
been  vaccinated  nor  had  the  small- 
pox. After  dressing  a  horse  af- 
fected with  the  disease  known 
under  the  nam.e  of  "  Eaux  'aux 
Jambes,"he  had  vaccine  pustules 
in  the  hands.  Several  persons 
were  inoculated  with  matter  ta- 
ken from  these  vesicles,  and  the 
true  vaccine  disease  was  produc- 


538 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ed.  No  effect  was  caused  in  those 
who  had  previously  had  either  the 
vaccine  or  variolous  disease. 

Bull,  des  Sciences  JMed. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCT.  7,  1828. 

The  Conventiox  of  Medical  Dele- 
gates held  at  Northamjjfon  in  Juno, 
1827, appointed  a  Central  Committee, 
to  whom  they  assi<;;ned  certain  pow- 
ers and  duties,  as  follows,  viz.  : 

"  I.  They  shall,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  cause  to  be  printed  5000  copies 
of  tiie  transaction  of  this  Convention. 

"  2.  They  shall  send  copies  of  the 
same  to  eacii  of  the  State  Medical 
Societies  and  Institutions,  in  the 
States  of  Maine,  New-IIanipshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Isl- 
and, Connecticut,  and  New-York. 

"  3.  They  shall  acct)mpany  the 
copies  so  sent  by  a  request  that  the 
Society  or  Institution  to  whom  the 
same  is  sent  will,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
decide  on  the  question  of  ratifying 
the  doings  of  and  adopting  the  regu- 
lations [)roposed  by  this  Convention, 
and  make  the  decision  known  to  the 
said  CoTimittee. 

"  4.  As  soon  as  the  decisions  of 
the  several  Societies  and  Institutions 
are  communicated  to  this  Committee, 
or  if  they  see  proper,  as  soon  as  the 
decisions  of  the  major  part  of  the 
same  are  so  communicated,  the  ma- 
jor part  havin<^  decided  either  for  or 
against  the  adoption  of  the  regula- 
tions, the  Central  Committee  shall 
make  said  decisions  known  to  all  the 
})arties  interested,  and  shall  declare 
that  the  regulations  shall  forthwith  be 
considered  as  establisiied,  in  respect 
to  the  parties  so  consenting  to  the 
same. 

"  ').  The  Central  Committee  shall 
also  communicate  the  transactions 
of  this  Convention  to  the  Medical 
Societies  and  Institutions  of  the  oth- 
er States  of  the  Union,  besides  those 
above  enumerated,  so  far  as  known 
to   them  ;  and  to  any  distinguished 


individuals  of  the  medical  professioti 
in  our  country,  whom  they  may  think 
likely  to  take  an  interest  in  the  cause 
of  medical  education. 

"  6.  The  ex[)enses  incurred  by  tho 
Central  Ctuiimiltee  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  Medical  Societies  and  Institu- 
tions interested  in  this  Convention." 

The  Central  Committee  have  com- 
plied with  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  5th  of 
these  articles.  They  have  received 
official  replies  from  nine  of  the  So- 
cieties and  Institutions  to  whom  they 
sent  copies  of  "  the  proceedings,"  in 
conformity  with  the  second  article, 
viz.  :  from  the  JMedical  Society  of 
Maine,  Bowdoin  College,  Dartmouth 
College,  IMedical  Society  of  Vermont, 
University  of  Vermont,  and  Brown 
College  ;  each  of  which  has  approved 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention, 
without  qualifications  ;  and  from  the 
Medical  Society  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
Harvard  University  ;  each  of  which 
has  approved  ths  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  with  conditions. 

The  Societies  and  Institutions 
which  have  not  yet  replied  to  the 
Committee  are  the  following,  viz.: 
the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine, 
Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Connecticut,  Yale  Col- 
lege, College' of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  New- York,  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  for  the  Western 
District  of  New-Yoik,  and  Rutgers 
JMedical   College. 

As  an  unqualified  approbation  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
has  not  yet  been  given  by  a  majority 
of  the  Societies  and  Institutions,  the 
Committee  are  not  authorised  to 
adopt  the  measures  proposed  in  the 
4th   article.     Meanwhile,  as  a  lonz 
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time  has  elapsed  since  the  meeting  the  Convention,  or  those  who  were 
of  the  Convention,  the  Committee  parties  to  it,  should  wish  to  call  a 
have  thought  it  not  improper  to  puh-  new  convention,  liiey  will  take  such 
lish  this  statement  of  facts.  measures,  either   through   the   Com- 

The  Committee  are  also  desirous  '"'"''^  "''  ''^''t'rwise,  as  they  may 
to  make  known  distinctly  and  frankly  ^'-'^'^''  expedient. 
to  those  hy  whose  authority  they  act,  "^''^^  ^'^^  ^Y'"''^  subject  may  he 
an  emharrassment  under  which  they  ""'^^'stf^i'?  «lie  Comn)ittee  here  add 
find  themselves  placed.  From  re-  «l>e  conditions  on  which  the  proceed- 
gard  to  convenience,  the  Committee  '"^'S  of  the  Convention  have  been 
was  composed  of  persons  living  in  ''PP'o^ed  by  the  lAIedical  Societies 
the  neighborhood  of  each  other,  and  °^  A'ew-Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
who  of  course  are  united  in  the  same  ^^"^^'  '^'"^'  harvard  Ctdlege. 
local  institutions.  The  members  of  '^'^^  New-Hampshire  Medical  So- 
the  Committee  all  belong  to  the  Mas-  ^'^'^^  prescribed  ilio  following  condi- 
sachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  two  ^'°"  ^"^  ^^'  annexed  to  the  fourth  re- 
of  them  to  the  JMedical  School  of  g"''"^'""  proposed  by  the  Conven- 
Harvard  College.      It  is  by  these  two     *^on,  viz. : 

institutions  that  the  principal  objec-  "  It  being  understood  that  this  re- 
tions  to  the  regulations  proposed  bv  g"'^''o»  shall  not  preclude  any  stu- 
the    Convention    have     been    made',     ^'^"t  of"iPd't;ine  from  employing  a 

H,  .1  L-     .•  r  ^^'™    °'    '""6  ^of   exceedinxr  sixteen 

ad  the   same  objections  come  from    ,,.ppl.o  ;„  ^„„  „„„  ,,^„,.  ;.,     ^        ., 

•'  uceKs  in  any  one  year  in  souse  f)tlier 

any  other  quarter,  the  Committee  occupatirui  than  the  study  of  medi- 
would  not  perhaps  hesitate  as  to  the  cine,  provided  the  whole  amount  of 
course   proper   for   them    to    pursue.     *"^^  ^*^   employed    shall  not  exceed 

As  the  case  is,  they  feel  reluctant  on  """^   ^'?'!"!'    f'^'"!    "^  ''^''^    prescribed 

,,  term  ol  his  professional  studies." 
the  one  part   to  propose   a  new  con- 
vention, by  which  much  trouble  and         '^''^  amendments  proposed  by  the 

inconvenience  would  be  produced  ;-  ^^''^^sachusetts  Medical  Society   have 

and,  on  the   other,  they  do    not  wish  ^^^''  concurred  in  by  the  Faculty  of 

to  leave  the  affair  in  such  a  state,  as  ^^^^'''="'«  ^^  Harvard  College  ;  they 

that   the   institutions,  to    which   they  """^  ^^  ^''^'""^  ' 
belong,  may  lose  all  interest   in  the         "  ^^^-  That   this  proviso  be  added 

arrangements  which  may  be  ultimate-  ^"^  H'l  ''^".'i  'fS'lf '""',  . 

I.,    ^.      ,    ,    ,      .,         .,"              .  ^' I  rc/vided,    I  hat   this    regulation 

ly   adopted    by  the   other  parties  to  ^h^  not  be  held  to  repeal,  nor  inter- 

the  Convention.      The  New-Iiamp-  fere  with  the  regulations  of  any  insti- 

shiie   IMedical   Society   does    indeed  '"t'on  or  society,  requiring  additional 

attach  one  condition  to  its  approba-  fl"='I'fications   beyond    what    are   re- 

tion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con-  Z^'^  ^^'  '^'T^'^  ^'V!''  P^^y^'^^'^f' 

,                    "  with    whom    the  candidate  for  a  de- 

ventioii  ;   but  this  is  not  of  so  grave  gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  or' for 

a  character   as   to  cause   much  difFi-  license,  shall  have  studied. 

culty.  "2.   To  strike  out  the5th  and  6tli 

,tr    •             •           r     ,  Regulations,  and  insert  the  followinj:. 

If,   in    a   view    of   these    circum-  .  y.  Every   candidate  for  license  to 

stances,  the  delegates  who  alteuded  practise  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and 
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for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
shall  have  attended  during  the  period 
of  his  professional  pupilage,  two 
courses  of  Lectures,  at  some  Incor- 
porated Institution;  namely,  on  Ana- 
tomy, Surgery,  Theory  of  Physic, 
and  General  Physiology,  Practice  of 
Physic,  Materia  JMedica,  Chemistry, 
and  Midwil'ory.  lie  shall,  on  exa- 
mination, give  satisfactory  evidence 
of  his  attainments  in  each  of  the  sub- 
jects above  specified,  before  an  au- 
thorised Board  of  Examiners,  and 
shall,  before  the  same  Board,  read 
and  defend  a  dissertation  on  some 
medical  subject. 

*''It  is  also  recommended  as  in- 
dispensable for  a  practitioner  of  Me- 
dicine and  Surgery,  to  prosecute  dis- 
sections.' 

"  3d.    This  amendment   consisted 
in  striking  out  the  lOlh  article  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention." 
Jamks  Jackson,        ~) 
James  P.  Chaplin,  >  Central  Com. 
John  C.  Warrex,     S 


BOSTON     MEDICAL    DISPENSARY 

REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  August,  1S28. 

The  weather  was  uncommonly  dry 
and  warm.  There  were  three  cloudy 
days  in  the  first  week,  a  slight  sprin- 
kling of  rain  on  the  1st,  6th,  and  llth, 
and  a  smart  shower  at  midday  on  the 
18th.  With  these  exceptions  the 
weather  was  unvariedly  clear,  warm, 
and  for  many  successive  days  exceed- 
ingly hot. 


NOKTHERX  DISTRICT. 

Whole   nund)er   of  cases,   9G.       Of 

Anetus  tertianus      -         -  1 

Aphihee  ...  4 

Arthrosia  acuta        -         -  1 

Ce|jliiiliiis  meningica        -  1 

Cholera  biliosa         -  -  13 

Chololitlius  means  -     .     -  1 

Conlusio  -         -         -  2 

Diarrhoea        -         _         .  5 

Dysenteria  acuta     -         -  2 

do.  chrouicu         -  1 


Dyspepsia       -         -  -  3 

Epanetus  mitis         -  -  1 

Fractura  claviculae  -  -  1 

Gastritis           -         -  -  4 

Helminthia  alvi  lumbricoid.  2 

do.           podicis  ascarid.  1 

Hysteria          .         -  -  2 

Odontia  dentitionis  -  7 

Ophthalmia  glutinosa  -  12 

do.          taraxis  -  2 

Orchitis            -         -  -  2 

Paramenia  difficilis  -  -  1 

do.         suppressio  -  1 

Paruria  retentio       -  -  1 

do.      stillilitia      -  -  1 

Parturitio         -         -  -  1 

Phlegmone      -         -  -  4 

Porrigo  favosa          -  -  1 

Rosalia  simplex       -  -  1 

Synochus         -         -  -  10 

Typhus  .         -         -  -  1 

Ulcus     -         ...  4 

Varicella         -         -  •  1 

Of  the  above  cases  there  were  of 
males  and  females,  48  each  :  adults, 
38  ;  under  puberty,  58. 

The  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
alimentary  canal  have  been  more 
numerous  than  in  the  preceding 
month,  but  of  the  same  mild  charac- 
ter. The  cases  of  fever  were  mild, 
with  the  exception  of  the  case  of 
Typli:::s,  and  two  cases  of  Synochus, 
which  occurred  near  the  end  of  the 
month. 

An  inflammatory  affection  of  the 
eyes  has  prevailed  in  an  uncommon 
degree  this  month,  in  the  northern 
section  of  the  city.  It  has  been 
mostly  confined  to  children  under 
nine  years  of  age,  and  very  few  cases 
have  been  seen  among  adults.  We 
have  seen  from  100  to  120  patients, 
either  affected  with  this  disorder,  or 
recovering  from  an  attack.  It  gene- 
rally commenced  in  the  sebaceous 
glands  of  the  eyelids,  which  secreted 
a  thick  viscid  matter,  particularly  at 
night,  by  which  the  eyelids  were 
firn)ly  glued  together.  If  this  was 
not  soon  and  carefully  removed,  the 
lids  became  swollen,  the  vessels  of 
the  conjunctiva  highly  injected,  and 
the  eyes  extremely  sensible   to   the 
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impression  of  liglit ;  the  skin  was  dry, 
the  pulse  often  accelerated,  and  acute 
pains  shooting  through  the  orbits. 
In  some  cases  small  ulcerations  have 
formed  on  the  margin  of  the  cornea, 
the  second  or  third  day.  In  many 
patients  the  affection  has  been  sli^'ht, 
and  has  subsided  without  any  medical 
treatment  ;  in  others,  by  careful  ab- 
lution and  the  use  of  diluted  citrine 
ointment  at  bed-time,  the  affection 
has  soon  disappeared.  In  the  most 
severe  cases  an  active  emetic  would 
often  greatly  diminish  the  symptoms  ; 
if  the  pain  continued,  leeches  were 
applied  to  the  inner  surface  of  the 
eyelids,  or  to  the  temples,  and  vesi- 
catories  behind  the  ears.  A  weak 
solution  of  argent,  nit.  checked  the 
tendency  to  ulceration.  In  all  these 
cases  the  glands  of  the  tarsi  continu- 
ed slightly  inflamed,  and  required  the 
use  of  the  diluted  citrine  ointment  at 
night.  The  average  duration  of  the 
complaint  was  from  five  to  eleven 
days.  In  scrofulous  habits  it  has 
been  found  difficult  to  manage,  and 
yielded  only  to  alterative  medicines. 
J.  W.  McKean. 


EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  131  :  of 
these,G  were  puerperal ;  131 — 6=125 

cases   requiring  medical    or  surgical 
treatment.     Of 

Abortus            -         -         -  1 

Anetus  tertianus       -         -  1 

Aphtha  -         -         -         -  2 

Cardialgia  sputatoria         -  1 

Catarrhus         -          -          -  1 

Caiima              -          -          -  2 

Cholera           -         -         -  23 

Diarrhoea         -         -         -  11 

do.         chronica            -  1 

Diastasis  suloria       -         -  1 

Dysenteria      -         -         -  4 

Dyspepsia       -         -         -  ii 

En)esis             -         _         -  2 

Fractura          -         -         -  1 

Gastritis           -         -         -  7 

Gastroenteritis         -         -  2 

Ilelminthia  alvi  lumbric,  1 

Hernia  veutralis       -         -  1 

Hydarthrus  atonicus         -  1 


Icterus  -         -         -         1 

Leucorrhcea    -         -         -         1 

Nephritis  -  -  -  1 

Odontia  dentitionis  -  1 

Ophthalmia  glulinosa        -         2 

do,  f)urulenta       -  1 

Paramenia  difficilis  -  1 

do.  superflna  -         2 

do.  suppressio       -  1 

Paristhmitis  tonsillaris      -         4 

Phlegmone  communis       -  5 

do.  niammie         -         1 

Phthisis  -         -         -  1 

Pleuritis  -         -         -  1 

Pneumonitis    -         -         -         3, 

Porrigo  favosa         -         -         2 

do.         galeata        -         -         2 

Rosalia  paristhmilica        -  1 

Stremma  -         -         -         1 

Synochus         -         -         -       19 

do.         puerperarum    -         1 

Systremma      -         -         -  1 

Uicuscula  oris         -         -         2 

Vulnus  -         -         -         2 

The  |)atients  under   pubertv  were 

0.41  ;   adult  females  furnished  .44  of 

the  cases  of  acute  disease. 

.05  of  the  medical  cases  were  of 
bronchial  and  pulmonary  disease  ; 
.52  were  disorders  of  the  digestive 
organs. 

The  cases  of  synochus  which  oc- 
curred in  the  latter  part  of  the  month, 
were  less  enild  than  those  which  pre- 
ceded them,  and  were  accompanied 
more  often  by  some  yellowness  in 
the  skin,  and  by  greater  soreness  in 
the  right  epigastric  and  h^pochondric 
regions. 

Eitrbt  of  the  cases  of  diarrhoea, 
and  nine  of  cholera,  occurred  in  in- 
fants. 

Cutaneous  and  subcutaneous  in- 
flammations have  been  very  frequent. 
Severe  papular  and  urticose  erup- 
tions, boils,  in  one  instance  consti- 
tuting a  serious  disease,  whitlow,  and 
abscesses  in  the  cellular  and  dermoid 
tissues,  have  presented  themselves  in 
many  not  otherwise  ill,  and  in  many 
convalescents. 

The  case  reported  Diastasis  Suto- 
ria,  was  a  separation  of  the  superior 
maxillary    bones    at    their    common 
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suture,  A  boy,  aged  4  j'ears,  had 
received  a  heavy  dt^scetiding  blow 
across  (he  nose  :  there  were  great 
soreness  and  swelling  about  the  eyes 
and  cheeks  ;  apparently  some  de- 
pression of  the  nose  ;  and  a  fissure 
of  the  roof  of  the  moulli,  extending 
from  the  incisors  about  liinch  hack- 
wards,  and  wide  enoiigli  to  admit  the 
round  end  of  a  common  probe.  The 
boy  did  well  under  a  moderate  anti- 
phlogistic treatment,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  month,  fourteen  days  after  the 
accident,  the  fissure  was  nearly  filled 
ijp  by  granulations. 

The  Hernia  Yentralis  was  in  a  pu- 
erperal woman  five  days  after  the 
birth  of  her  fourth  child.  There 
was  nothing  unusual  in  her  gettinor 
up,  except  that  she  neglected  to  take 
the  customary  cathartic  on  the  third 
day,  thinking  her  bowels  to  be  suffi- 
ciently free.  She  had  left  the  bed 
and  was  returning  to  the  management 
of  her  don)estic  concerns,  when  she 
was  suddenly  attacked  by  great  pain 
in  the  abdomen,  distress,  sickness  and 
vomiting.  A  manual  examination 
discovered  a  round  and  elastic  tumor 
at  the  umbilical  region,  as  largo  as 
could  be  well  grasped  by  the  hand. 
It  yielded  to  pressure,  and  without 
great  difliculty  its  contents  were  re- 
turned into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men through  a  slit  in  the  linea  alba, 
which  was  of  sufficient  size  to  admit 
four  collateral  fingers  to  pass  more 
than  an  inch  beneath  the  abdominal 
parietes.  A  cathartic,  which  had 
been  given  some  hours  previously, 
soon  commenced  its  operation,  and 
gave  relief  of  the  most  urgent  symp- 
toms. The  woman  said  that  she  was 
in  a  similar  condition  after  her  last 
confinement,  and  was  directed  to  wear 
a  pad  over  the  part  for  stmie  time. 

The  case  of  Chronic  Diarrhoea  was 
treated  in  the  manner  recommended 
in  a  late  number  of  Carey's  Quarter- 
ly Medical  Journal.      J C , 

mariner,  aged  40  years,  of  stout 
frame  and  intemperate  habits,  was 
admitted  on  the  lOth  of  the  month. 
He  has  lately  returned   from  Porto 


The    tongue    is 
Little    pyrexy  ; 


Cabello,  where  he  "  had  a  flux  ;" 
and  has  been  ill  ever  since.  He 
took  an  emetic  and  cathartic  yester- 
day. The  discharges  are  almost  in- 
cessant, thin,  of  a  light  yellow  color, 
and  dingy.  The  introduction  of  any 
article  of  food  or  drink  into  the  sto- 
n)ach,  is  immediately  followed  by  a 
hurried  dejection 
dry    and    whitish. 

much  thirst  ;  no  appetite. — Take  2i 
grains  of  pil.  hydrargyri  twice  a  day; 
abstain  entirely  from  food,  and  take 
no  drink  other  than  a  solution  of  gum 
arable. — 13th.  Much  better  ;  dis- 
charges are  less  frequent,  a  little 
more  consistent  and  dark  ;  some  ap- 
petite. Continue  pills  and  gum  wa- 
ter ;  may  take  arrowroot  in  small 
quantities. — On  the  l6th  he  was  vi- 
sited, and  his  wife  reported  him 
"  very  well  and  gone  to  work." 

J.  G.  Stevenson. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT. 

Whole   number    of  cases,    S3.      Of 

jEdoptosis       -  -  -  1 

Aphonia          -  -  -  1 

Arthrosia         -  -  -  1 

Ascarides         -  -  -  1 

Catarrhus         -  .  -  4 

Cholera            -  -  -  3 

Colica              -  _  _  4 

Contusio          -  -  -  2 

Diabetes          -  -  -  1 

Dyspepsia       -  -  -  1 

E[)ilepsia         -  -  -  1 

Hepatitis         -  -  -  1 

0[)lithalmia     -  -  -  4 

Paristhmilis     -  -  -  1 

Paramen.  diff.  -  -  1 

do.          obst.  -  -  2 

do.         su[)erf.  -  -  1 

Paruria  incont.  -  -  1 

Phlegmone      -  -  -  2 
E.  G.  Davis. 


WESTr:UN  DISTRICT. 

Whole    number  of  cases,  65.      Of 

Arthrosia         .         -         -  4 

Apostema        -         -         -  1 

Bex  couvuls.  -        -         -  1 
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Cholera  biliosa 

. 

> 

12 

Colica    - 

• 

- 

1 

Ciilica  rhacliialg. 

- 

- 

1 

Diarrliopa 

- 

- 

10 

Dvseiiteria 

- 

- 

2 

Eiiecia   - 

- 

- 

8 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

1 

Ecpl.  piiralysis 

- 

- 

1 

lli-Imiiilliia 

- 

- 

1 

L.  emesis 

- 

- 

1 

L.  dyspeps.     - 

- 

- 

2 

Lues  sypli. 

- 

- 

1 

Odoiit.  deut.  - 

. 

. 

1 

ParabysrDu  hepnt. 

- 

- 

1 

Paramenia  obstr. 

- 

- 

2 

Partiiritio 

- 

1 

2 

A  aricella 

- 

. 

1 

Vuluus    - 

. 

- 

1 

J.  H. 

Lane, 

Stremma         -         -  "      -         2 

Struma  vulgaris        -  -  1 

Tlilasma  coiUiisio    -  -  2 

Urticaria  -  -  -  1 

Ulcus  iricarnans       -         -         1 

do.     vitiosum         -         -  3 

Vaccinia  -  .  -  8 

Females,  6l  :    over  15  years,  37; 

under  15  years,  24.     JMales,  23  :  over 

15  years,  10  ;  under  15  years,  13. 

Charles  T.  Hfldreth. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Francis  J.  Higginson,  M.  D.  has 
been  admitted  a  member  of  this  As- 
sociation.    J.  G.  Stevenson,  Sec'y. 


SOUTHERN    DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of  cases,  84.      Of 

Anetus  terlianus      -  -  1 

Apiuiiae  -         -  -  1 

Arthrusia  acuta       -  -  1 

do.       chronica-  -  3 

Bex  humida    -         -  -  1 

do.  sicca       -         -  -  3 

Cauma  -         -         -  -  5 

Caiisis    -         -         -  -  1 

Cephalsea  gravans  -  -  1 

Cholera  infantum     -  -  5 

do.       vulgaris      -  -  2 

Coprostasis  coacta  -  '  -  1 

Diarrhoea  biliosa     -  -  5 

do.        fusa  -  -  3 

do.        mucosa    -  -  4 

Dvsenteria      -         -  -  3 

Ecphlysis  herpes  iris  -  1 

Eci)yesis  porrigo  Crustacea  1 

Ilelminlhia      -  -  -  5 

IIe[ia:iiis  acuta        -  -  1 

Ily-leria  -         -  -  1 

Lepidosis  pit3'riasis  capitis  1 

Limosis  dyspepsia  -  -  3 

Ophlhalhiia  purulenta  metas.  1 

Paramenia  cessationis  -  1 

do.  obstructionis  sup.  1 

Paristhmitis  tonsillaris  -  1 

Partiiriiio         -  -  -  5 

Plilfumiine  communis  -  1 

Phthisis  -  -  -  2 

ProcticA  exenia  sirup  -  1 


A  Communication  has  been  receiv- 
ed from  Timothy  L.  Jennison,  M.D, 
which  will  appear  next  week. 

WEEKLY    report  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Sept.  26,  at  noon. 

Sept.  18.  Lucius  L.  Kidder,  8  mo. 

19.  Samuel  Swan,  54  yrSr 

20.  Rebecca  Newman,  28 
JMcicy  Delano,  44 
Edward  P.  Parsons,  4 
Robert  Coddinaton,  9  mo. 
William  .1.  Gallou,  18 

21.  William  A.  Simpson,  15 
Elias  JMaynard,  51  yra. 
Ebenezer  Perry,  42 
James  Bali,  40 

22.  Robert  Fennelly,  53 
Alfred  B.  Seaward,  10  mo. 

23.  Anna  M.  Looli,  12  yrs. 
Joseph  Ripley,  64 
Ciiurles  Alhorton,  12 

24.  Sarah  R.  Bates,  3 
Adeline  I\I.  Reynolds,  15  mo. 

25.  I'raneis  Blanchard,  2.5  yrs. 
Wilham  Mitchell,  13 
Lucinda  Eaton,               .     40 
Amos  Bullock,  3 
Rose  Callahan,  34 

22.  Nath.  Andrews,  58 

Rebecca  .Madison,  27 

Michael  Carver,  52 

Brain  fever,  1 — bilious  fever,  1 — consump- 
tion, 4 — childbed,! — canker,  1 — canker  in  the 
bowels,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — debility,  1 — 
dysentery,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  I-^-hooping 
coujih,  1 — iiitlammalion  in  the  bowels,  2 — in- 
fantile,   1 typho-bilious,    1 — -typhous   fever, 

1 — scrofula,  1 — unknown,  4.      Males,  18 — fe- 
males, 8.     Stillborn,  1.    Total,  27. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEinCAL  INSTITUTIOxN^  OF 
HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  will  be- 
gin  on  Ihe  third  Wednesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, Mason-street,  Boston. 

Anatomii  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Warren. 
Chtmii/ry^  by  Dr.  Wkhstep^ 
Maltrin  Mtdicn^  by  Dr.  Bicc.om'. 
Midwifery    and   Medical    J j.dsprudence, 

by  Dr.  Chaxmng. 
Theory  and   Praccice  of  Physic^   by  Dr. 

Jacksos. 

The  Lectures  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
The  Class  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Dr.  Jackson's  Clinical 
Lecture  on  the  Cases,  without  fees. — 
Separate  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Surgery  are  given  by  Dr.  Warren  without 
fees.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  which 
will  probably  afford  as  great  facilities  as 
can  be  desired,  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
at  any  school  in  the  United  States.  The 
use  of  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  College  may  be  obtained  during 
the  Course,  by  paying  one  dollar.  The 
Professor  of  Chemistry  will  receive  private 
■pupils  for  instruction  in  the  Laboratory. 
VV A  LT£ R  CII A N N 1 NG, 

Dean,  of  Ike  Faculty. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18.27, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"  Resolved.,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  noi,i,ARS 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  rt^ad  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 


fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chesen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be   left  at  the   office  of  Mr.  , 
.lohn  Cotton,  Bookseller,   Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,      ; 

ZAHDIEL  B.  ADAMS,   \  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  ) 

A  dissertation  marked  "  Fons  el  Origo 
Mali.;'''  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  of  newspapers  are  respectfully  re- 
quested lo  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9. 

Some  persons  having  believed  that  the 
premium  offered  by  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 
for  the  best  dissertation  on  Intemperance, 
is  to  be  confined  to  the  members  of  the 
Society,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
above  named  premium  is  open  to  all  who 
may  incline  to  become  candidates  for  it. 

NATHAN  JAR »^ IS, 
Druggist  and  Apothecary.^ 

AS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins, &  Co.  Lectures  on  Anatomy, 
Swgcry.,  and  Pathology.,  includinof  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases., — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
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I. 

JManagement  of  Floodings^  icith 
.Bsphyxia,  resumed. — From  Lec- 
tures delivered  at  Guy''s  Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

When  closing  the  former  Lecture 
vve  were  engaged,  Gentlemen,  in 
making  some  observations  upon 
the  management  of  those  cases  in 
which  large  quantities  of  blood 
come  from  the  uterus,  the  patient 
being  reduced  of  consequence  to 
a  state  a|)proaching  to  asphyxia, 
a  subject  which  I  now  resume- 
Called  to  a  patient  laboring  un- 
der the  asphyxia  of  flooding,  pro- 
bably one  of  the  first  impulses 
which  you  may  feel  will  be  to 
empty  the  uterus  ;  and  you  may 
cither  consider  of  the  propriety 
of  discharging  the  liquor,  if  not 
discharged  already,  or  you  may 
revolve  in  your  mind  whether  it 
would  be  proper  or  not  to  carry 
the  hand  into  tiie  uterus,  with  a 
view  of  abstracting  the  placenta, 
foetus,  or  whatever  eUe  may  be 
lodging  there.      In  these   cases, 

3» 


however,  of  vast  importance,  and 
in  their  occurrence  by  no  means 
uncommon,  awake — reflect — be- 
ware— before  you  make  your  de- 
cision ;  for,  on  your  detertniuation 
the  life  of  the  patient  depends. 
In  these  cases  of  alarming  col- 
la|)se,  be  it  remembered,  that,  if 
the  flooding  be  suppressed,  you 
are  on  no  account  to  interfere 
manually,  not  even  an  examina- 
tion should  be  rashly  made  ;  dis- 
turb the  clots,  and  you  renew  the 
bleeding,  and  the  patient  gasps — 
heaves — breathes  deeply— throws 
her  arms  about  upon  the  bed,  and 
dies.  Even  though  the  woman 
be  on  the  rally, — her  extremities 
warmer,  her  pulse  larger,  her 
mind  recoveiins,  her  strength  in- 
creasing— shoulil  there  with  these 
symptoms  be  little  or  no  return  of 
the  bleeding,  it  is  improper  manu- 
ally to  interfere:  disturb  ihe  clots, 
and  she  may  perish  still.  But  if, 
asphyxia  threatening,  the  bleeding 
from  the  womb  return  copiously, 
by  gush  or  clot,  or  more  abiMidant 
draining,   you  may  then,  p&rhapSf 
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be  justified  in  having  recourse  to 
manual  operation — the  discharge 
of  the  liquor,  the  removal  of  the 
foetus,  the  abstraction  of  the  pla- 
centa ;  operations,  no  doubt,  of 
danger  in  these  cases,  even  under 
the  best  management  ;  but,  on  the 
Avhole,  perhaps,  of  less  danger 
than  the  continued  flooding  which 
they  are  intended  etreciually  to 
suppress.  I  regret  that,  on  a 
point  of  practice  so  important,  I 
am  compelled  to  unsettle  my  opin- 
ion by  the  interjection  of  the  du- 
bitative — perhaps  ;  but,  after  all 
I  have  seen  of  these  cases,  I  am 
not  sure  that  it  would  not  be  bet- 
ter to  refrain  from  manual  ope- 
rations altogether,  when  the  col- 
lapse is  extreme,  even  though  the 
flooding  return  somewhat  copious- 
ly, the  suppression  being  confided 
to  other  remedies  before  enume- 
rated, or  to  the  efTects  of  the 
faintness.  These  are  dreadful 
emergencies,  and  surrounded  with 
d-ilficultles  ;  refrain,  your  patients 
occasionally  sink  ;  if  you  do  not 
deliver,  blame  is  frequently  im- 
puted. I  acknowledge,  whatever 
opinion  might  be  formed  by  those 
about  me,  for  myself,  however,  1 
had  rat'.ier  feel  within  that  the 
patient  [)erished  under  the  opera- 
tions of  nature,  than  that  my  med- 
dlesome hand  was  unhappily  auxi- 
liary to  her  destruction.  Perhaps 
the  rule  may  be  laid  thus  :  when 
asphyxia  threatens,  if  the  flooding 
be  stopped  wholly  or  in  great 
measure,  watch  and  assist  the 
patient  in  other  ways,  but  refrain 
from  manual  operation  and  dis- 
turbance of  the  clots.  On  this 
point  of  practice,  among  compe- 
tent judges,  there  can,  I  conceive, 
be  no  doubt.  Fuither,  when  as- 
phyxia threatens,  should  the  flood- 
ing pertinaciously  or  obstinately 
return,  an  occurrence  by  no  Qieans 


very  frequent,  though  in  vigorous 
women  manual  operations  may  be 
justifiable,  provided  they  contain 
the  only  remaining  hope  of  eirect- 
ually  sloi)ping  the  bleeding  ;  yet, 
if  the  patient  be  weakly  and  much 
collapsed,  and  the  danger  of  death 
from  the  hand  be  immediate,  it 
may  be  wiser  to  abstain  altogether 
from  manual  disturbance,  and  to 
commit  the  woman  to  her  own  re- 
sources, assisted  by  the  other 
means  of  suppression  not  obnox- 
ious to  the  displacement  of  the 
clots.  In  coming  to  our  determi- 
nation, the  degree  of  disturbance 
likely  to  arise  from  the  operation 
must  be  considered  ;  for  example, 
to  puncture  the  membranes  and 
discharge  the  liquor  amnii,  may 
be  proper  enough,  when  the  in- 
troduction of  the  hand  into  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  would  be 
certain  death.  But,  in  the  third 
place,  what  is  to  be  done,  if  man- 
ual operation  have  been  rejected 
at  this  season  of  collapse,  and,  if 
the  woman,  rallying  completely 
at  the  end  of  a  few  hours,  the 
ovum  still  remain  in  the  uterus — 
the  system  being,  of  course,  ex- 
posed to  a  return  of  the  bleeding? 
Why,  under  these  circumstances, 
Gentlemen,  should  the  flooding 
not  return,  manual  operations  are 
still  to  be  deprecated;  but,  should 
the  bleeding  recommence,  then, 
with  promptitude,  the  patient 
havins  vi<ror  to  sustain  the  opera- 
tions,  these  should  be  bad  recourse 
to,  and  the  liquor  ought  to  be  eva- 
cuated, and  the  foetus  or  the  |da- 
centa  ought  to  be  taken  auay, 
according  to  rules  which  will  here- 
after be  explained  and  prescribed. 
But,  to  proceed.  Where  a 
great  deal  of  blood  has  been  lost, 
and  the  patient  is  lying  in  a  state 
approaching  to  asphyxia,  it  may 
be  proper,  perhaps,  to  apply  cold 
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to  restrain  the  bleeding  ;  and,  if  in  which  the  bleeding  comes  on 
the  hemorrhage  is  going  on,  and  if  after  the  child  is  away,  and  be- 
there  is  some  wa»-mth  still  remain-  fore  or  after  the  birth  of  the  pla- 
iug  about  the  body,  the  application  centa,  are,  as  before  observed, 
of  cold,  as  formerly  prescribed,  scarcely  fit  for  the  plug  ;  at  least, 
by  means  of  a  napkin  or  other-  it  is  only  a  dexterous  accoucheur 
wise,  may  be  fitting  enough.  Even  who  could  use  it  in  such  cases 
in  other  cases,  where  the  appli-  with  advantage.  The  cases  best 
cation  of  cold  does  not  appear  to  calciibited  for  plugging,  are  those 
be  necessary,  it  may  be  proper  to  in  which  much  blood  has  been 
administer  it  in  forms  less  exten-  emitted  from  the  uterus,  the  pa- 
sive  and  intense,  because  the  popu-  tient  collapsing,  and  the  bleeding 
lar  opinion  is  in  favor  of  it  ;  a  little  continuing,  while  the  foetus  or 
vinegar  and  water  may,,  there-  ovum  still  remain  within  the  ute- 
fore,  be  applied  externally.     Ne-    rine  cavity. 

vertheless,  I  conceive,  myself,  When  women  are  much  reduc- 
where  patients  are  reduced  to  the  ed,  in  consequence  of  large  quan- 
state  I  am  now  supposing,  and  are  tities  of  blood  lost  from  the  uterus, 
already  exceedingly  cold,  so  that  their  digestive  powers  are  in  a 
if  you  touch  any  part  of  the  body  great  measure  destroyed;  and, 
it  is  chilly  as  a  corpse,  this  topi-  certainly,  there  is  often  such  irri- 
cal  refrigeration  would  be  of  very  tability  of  the  stomach,  that  vvhat- 
litlle  use  ;  nay,  there  are  some  ever  you  may  introduce  into  its 
cases  in  which,  if  you  were  to  cavity  is  speedily  rejected.  On 
push  it  far,  it  might  be  hurtful,  both  these  accounts,  you  will  find 
the  woman  being  so  greatly  debi-  in  flooding  cases,  the  more  formi- 
litated,  and  the  heart  and  arteries  dable  floodings  especially,  that  to 
being  prone  to  a  cessation  of  ac-  nourish  women  in  this  state,  as 
tion  altogether.  some    medical    orators   have   ad- 

I  know  not  that  It  is  generally  vised  in  our  debating  societies,  is 
necessary,  in  the  cases  we  are  by  no  means  an  easy  task  ;  never- 
novv  considering,  to  plug  up  the  theless,  as  nourishment,  and  the 
vagina  ;  because,  as  applying  nap-  support  that  is  to  be  derived  from 
kins  as  a  test  of  the  bleeding,  in  it,  are  of  no  small  importance, 
the  way  formerly  prescribed,  you  when  women  are  approaching  to 
will  often  find  that  the  haemor-  a  state  of  asphyxia,  supplies  of 
rhage  is  altogether  stopped  ;  there  aliment  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
is  no  rush  of  blood,  and  no  large,  overlooked.  Respecting  the  ad- 
clots  are  coming  away, — the  cir-  vantage  of  solids,  my  mind  is  not 
eolation  is  too  low  to  admit  of  made  up.  Broth  ;  eggs,  different- 
Ihis  ;  you  find  merely  a  small  stain  ly  prepared  ;  bread  and  milk  ; 
on  the  white  surface  of  the  cloth,  milk  itself;  may  any  of  them  be 
If,  however,  the  plug  is  not  likely  recommended, — the  last  two  have 
to  do  mischief  by  displacing  the  the  advantage  of  being  easily 
clots,  in  those  cases  where  the  procured  and  prepared.  Broth, 
haemorrhage  is  disposed  to  conti-  or  beef  tea,  requires  a  longer 
nue,  I  would  recommend  a  closure  preparation.  Haifa  pint,  or  a  pint, 
either  with  s|)onge  or  tow,  or  old  remaining  in  the  stomach,  may, 
cloth  ;  old  cloth  I  should  prefer,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expres- 
After-lloodings,  I  mean  those  cases    sion,  be  deemed  a  sufiicient  dose. 
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In  those  cases  where  women  contracts,  the  muscular  fibres 
are  approaching  to  a  state  of  as-  contract,  the  vessels  becoming 
phyxia,  you  will  find  sometimes  contracted  also,  are  closed  as  it 
beginning  to  manifest  itself,  that  were  by  so  many  ligatures.  Not- 
restlessness  which  I  have  men-  withstanding  this  plausible  objec- 
tioned  more  than  once.  The  pa-  tion,  however,  after  what  I  have 
tient  wishes  to  change  her  posi-  seen  of  these  contractions  at  the 
tion  ;  she  throws  about  her  feet  bed  side,  provided  I  expected  any 
or  arms,  and  perhaps,  in  some  solid  benefit  from  the  opium,  I 
convulsive  moment,  suddenly  she  should  not,  on  this  account,  be 
turns  round,  though  perfect  quiet,  disposed  to  delay  its  administra- 
so  necessary  to  her  safety,  has  tion.  When  opium  is  adminisler- 
been  strictly  enjoined.  Now,  as  ed,  in  those  cases  where  a  great 
far  as  I  understand  the  practice,  deal  of  blood  has  been  lost,  it 
it  is  in  these  cases,  after  much  should  be  measured  according  to 
blood  has  come  away,  and  the  pa-  the  effect  which  it  exerts  upon 
tient,  of  consequence,  has  been  the  system  ;  for  ordinary  doses 
gradually  reduced,  and  disposed  will  not  operate  on  a  woman  half 
to  irritability,  that  the  large  doses  dead  already,  from  the  eruption 
of  opium,  advised  by  Hamilton  and  of  the  blood.  From  two  to  three 
others,  as  Stewart,  for  example,  drachms,  by  measure,  of  the  line- 
should  be  administered.  If  the  ture  of  opium,  it  may  be  necessa- 
foetus  is  still  in  the  uterus,  and  it  ry  to  give  in  two  or  three  hours, 
is  not  your  intention  to  carry  up  provided  you  mean  it  to  ojjerate 
your  hand  and  bring  away  the  powerfully  on  the  system,  the 
child  by  the  operation  of  turning,  practitioner  commencing  with  one 
it'  would,  perhaps,  scarcely  be  hundred  drops,  and  repeating  a 
proper  to  give  the  opium  in  the  dose  of  fifty  or  sixty  every  twenty 
larger  doses,  for  it  might  prevent  or  thirty  minutes,  according  to 
the  pains,  and  the  spontaneous  the  effect  produced.  Be  firm  in 
evacuation  of  the  womb,  though  the  use  of  the  opium,  but  not  rash; 
it  is  not  so  powerful  in  this  way,  you  may  safely  give  the  larger 
as  mere  speculists  might  suppose,  doses,  if  you  give  them  under  the 
The  case  best  calculated  for  the  control  of  a  judgment  sagacious 
opium  is,  I  conceive,  that  in  and  attentive.  When  the  opium 
which  there  is  a  good  deal  of  is  beginning  to  act  on  the  system, 
restlessness,  and  where  the  child  then,  of  course,  your  hand  should 
has  been  taken  away,  or  where  it  be  stayed  ;  if  the  irritability  is 
is  your  intention  to  perform  the  much  diminished,  if  your  patient 
operation  of  turning.  It  might,  become  drowsy,  if  there  is  a  ten- 
indeed,  be  plausibly  argued  against,  dency  to  that  garrulous  delirium 
its  being  largely  given  in  those  which  you  may  often  observe  in 
cases,  that  opium  may  prevent  women  where  they  have  taken 
the  thorough  contraction  of  the  narcotics,  then  you  ought  to  dis- 
vvomb,  even  after  the  foetus  has  continue  its  administration.  In  the 
been  extracted.  A  serious  acci-  fourth  volume  of  the  Medical 
dent — contraction  of  the  womb,  Chirurgical  Transactions,  two 
being  one  of  the  principal  secu-  cases  of  large  bleeding  fiom  the 
rities  against  bleeding  ;  for,  as  I  womb,  attended  by  very  danger- 
told  you  before,  when  the  womb  ous   symptoms,   are  recorded  by 
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Stewart.  In  those  cases  opium  bear  it,  as  she  frequently  may, 
was  employed,  and  they  afroid  a  under  the  inertness  of  the  inani- 
very  excellent  illustration  of  the  tion,  the  pure  spirit  will  be  pre- 
doses  women  may  take,  and  the  ferable.  If  we  give  the  spirit 
effects  that  are  produced  by  them,  pure,  a  smaller  measure  will  be 
I  was  not,  however,  from  a  care-  necessary,  and  there  will  be  less 
ful  perusal  of  these  cases,  able  to  risk  of  its  being  rejected  by  the 
convince  myself  that  it  was  by  stomach.  According  to  the  effect 
the  opium  that  the  women  were  produced,  this  stimulus  must  be 
preserved  ;  this  seems  very  du-  administered  ;  and  you  will,  per- 
bious  ;  but,  it  appears,  according  haps,  be  surprised  to  hear  me 
to  Stewart's  statement,  that  the  state,  that  I  have  given  eight  or 
opium  had  great  effect  in  dimi-  ten  ounces  of  the  pure  spirit  in 
nisliing  the  irritability,  and,  at  all  the  course  of  two  or  three  hours, 
events,  it  is  obvious  it  did  no  that  is,  half  a  pint,  or  more,  and 
harm.  The  intrepidity  and  deci-  this  to  young  persons  too,  who,  it 
sion  shown  by  Mr.  Stewart  are  may  be,  in  the  whole  previous 
well  deserving  of  commendation,  course  of  their  lives,  had  been 
So  long  as  there  is  no  danger  wholly  unaccustomed  to  the  sti- 
lest  the  patient  sink  out  of  a  state  mulus.  The  truth  is,  like  all  the 
of  asphyxia  into  the  hands  of  death  other  parts  of  the  body,  the  sto- 
itself,  so  longyou  are  to  look  upon  mach  is  half  dead,  under  the  in- 
fainting,  not  as  injurious,  but  bene-  ertness  of  inanition  ;  and  being  in 
ficial.  You  ought  not,  therefore,  this  way,  half  dead  from  the  low- 
to  excite  the  patient  in  these  ness  of  the  circulation,  it  is  not 
cases,  merely  because  she  is  lying  capable  of  being  acted  on  by  the 
in  a  stale  alarming  to  the  friends  ;  spirit  in  the  same  manner  as  it 
but  if,  on  making  your  observa-  would  be,  provided  its  condition 
tions,  you  perceive  that  the  sys-  were  more  lively  and  susceptible, 
tem  is  sinking  lower  and  loiver.  Half  a  wine-glass-full  of  rum  may 
instead  of  being  on  the  rally,  it  be  administered  at  a  dose.  Where 
then  becomes  necessary,  at  all  it  operates,  it  usually  operates,  I 
hazards,  to  support  the  heart  and  think,  more  speedily  than  opium, 
vascular  system;  and,  independent  Wait  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes, 
of  transfusion,  one  of  the  most  ef-  sometimes  ten  or  fifteen  only,  and 
fective  remedies  for  accomplish-  you  may  see  pretty  clearly  whe- 
ing  this,  is  stimulus,  according  to  ther  the  spirit  will  act  on  the  sys- 
the  effect  it  produces.  For  or-  tem  or  not  ;  if  the  lips  are  red- 
dinary  purposes,  I  think  you  will  dening,  the  pulse  rising,  the  ex- 
find  the  alcoholic  stimulus  answer  tremities  warming,  you  have  at- 
as  well  as  any  other  ;  and  it  has  tained  your  object,  the  patient  is 
the  advantage  too  of  being  gene-  on  the  rally,  and,  for  the  time,  at 
rally  at  hand.  Rum,  brandy,  ge-  least,  no  further  quantity  of  spirit 
neva,  any  of  the  three  may  be  need  be  given  ;  for  it  is  not  to  sti- 
administered,  but  perhaps  to  rum  mulate  too  highly,  but  merely  to 
the  preference  may  be  given.  In  touch  the  beam  of  the  balance, 
the  diluted  state  you  may  some-  and  turn  the  wavering  scale  in  our 
times  administer  it  ;  say  water  favor,  that  the  spirit  is  given  at 
one  part,  with  one  part  spirit;  all.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  in 
but   provided   your    patient    can  the  course   of  ten  or  fifteen  mi- 
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nutes  the  spirit  already  adminis-  speaker  :  to  talk  in  this  manner, 

tered   is   not   observed   to   act,  a  is  to  butt  against   the  fact  ;  it  is, 

repetition  of  the  doses  becomes  (pardon  the  comparison,)  it  is  to 

necessary,  till  at  length  you  reach  run  the  head  against  a  brick  wall; 

those    larger    and    extraordinary  or,   if  I    must   use   an  expression 

measures  to   which  I  before  ad-  less  homely,  but  not  more  forcible 

verted.  or   appropriate,  it   is    to  impinge 

Debating  societies  have,  I  con-  blindly  and  with   certain  discom- 

ceive,  no  place  in  scientific  medi-  fiture,  against  the  solid  materials 

cine;  societies  for  discussion  prof-  of  truth, 

fer  many  advantages,  but  the  dis-  "Xome  fa  Ponda  la  sovra  Cariddi 

tinction  is    too    often    overlooked:  ("he  si  fVangecon  quella  iucuis'intoppa 

in  the  eagerness  of  debate  you  Cosi  convien,  che  qui  la  genie  riddi." 
will  sometimes  hear  it  asserted.  When  women,  after  large  and 
that  if  women  are  well  managed  dangerous  ftoodings  are,  to  appear- 
in  their  floodings,  the  after-flood-  ance,  recovered,  it  sometimes 
ings  especially,  however  alarming  happens  in  the  course  of  a  few 
may  be  the  symptoms,  death  will  days  or  weeks  subsequently,  that 
never  occur  ;  these  assertions  I  they  are  carried  off  by  vomitings, 
have  myself  not  unfrequently  purgings,  and  hydroj)ic  affections, 
heard,  but  the  intrepidity  of  as-  and  more  especially  by  purgings. 
sertion  must  sometimes  be  rebut-  After  the  floodings,  inflanmiaiions, 
ted  by  equal  intrepidity  of  unbe-  and  it  may  be  excoriations,  of  the 
lief:  to  declarations  of  this  kind,  intestinal  membrane  supervene, 
I  always  turn  a  deaf  ear  ;  with  and  these  give  rise  to  irritability 
these  eyes,  I  have  seen  the  fact  and  diarrhoeas,  and  gradual  or 
to  be  the  contrary  ;  with  these  more  sudden  declensions  of  the 
eyes,  I  have  seen,  that,  under  the  strength,  under  which,  notwith- 
best  received  modes  of  treatment  standing  all  the  care  that  may  be 
sometimes,  and  still  more  fre-  taken  of  the  patient,  she  occa- 
quently  under  management  of  ave-  sionally  sinks  and  dies.  It  some- 
rage  excellence,  women  must  oc-  times  happens  too,  and  if  I  were 
casionally  sink.  Nor  is  it,  I  think,  to  examine  the  pages  of  my  ad- 
arr-ogatiug  too  much,  to  atfirm  of  versaria,  I  think  I  should  be  able 
those  who  make  these  assertions,  to  adduce  several  instances  of  this 
that  if  not  negligent  or  insincere,  kind, — it  happens  sometimes,  that 
they  can  have  had  but  few  oppor-  women  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
tunities  of  seeing  those  more  dan-  perish  under  flooding,  or,  as  be- 
gerous  forms  of  flooding  on  which  fore  observed,  sinking  after  the 
they  are  pi'esuming  to  dogmatise,  stoppage  of  the  bleeding,  in  a 
My  observations  being  entirely  manner  more  gradual  ;  they  are 
free  from  personality,  I  deliver  one,  two,  three  hours,  or  perhaps 
them  with  more  freedom.  In  longer  in  dying,  the  latter  cases 
medical  discussions,  to  deal  rashly  being,  I  think,  by  far  the  more 
and  roundly  in  asseverations  of  this  frequent.  After  delivery,  pcr- 
sort,  refuted  by  experience,  can  haps,  the  patient  lying  quietly 
have  no  effect  with  men  of  sense  upon  the  bed  a  few  minutes  be- 
and  observation,  beyond  that  of  fore  or  after  the  birth  of  the  pla- 
ditniiiishiiig  or  destroying  confi-  centa,  a  sudden  gush  of  blood 
dence    in    the    authority    of  the  takes  place  from  the  uterus,  to 
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the  amount  of  two  or  three  pints; 
instantaneous  collapse  of  the 
strength  ensues,  and  from  that 
time  forth  it  n)ay  be,  though  little 
more  blood  is  lost,  the  patient's 
doom  may  be  looked  upon  as  seal- 
ed. It  is  true,  indeed,  that  at 
times  she  rallies,  and,  it  may  be, 
rises  so  conspicuously,  that,  ac- 
cording to  ordinary  prognostics, 
you  would  expect  her  to  do  well; 
but  tben  again  sbe  sinks  to  rise, 
and  sink  again,  like  tbe  Hashes  of 
the  half-extinguished  taper,  while, 
with  a  reluctance  which  avails 
her  nothing,  she  is  gradually  sub- 
siding lower — lower — lower,  till 
at  length  she  suddenly  drops  into 
that  grave  from  which,  under  the 
use  of  received  remedies,  no  hu- 
man art  can  save.  Of  twenty 
cases  of  Hooding  well  managed,  I 
believe  that  perhaps  nineteen  will 
frequently  do  well  ;  but  probably 
you  will  lind  the  twentieth  to  be 
of  the  kind  which  I  have  been 
here  describing,  and  for  this  we 
ought  to  be  prepared. 

If  transfusion,  with  all  its  de- 
fects and  excellencies  about  it, 
should  be  found  hereafter  to  be 
as  safe  as  other  received  opera- 
tions of  surgery,  (venesection  for 
example,)  it  may  then,  I  conceive, 
be  performed  in  those  cases  where 
there  have  been  large  discharges 
of  blood  from  the  uterus,  although 
the  danger  arising  from  the  inani- 
tion may  not  be  very  imminent. 
In  the  present  state  of  knowledge, 
however,  and  until  Ave  have  fur- 
ther proofs  of  its  efficacy  and  safe- 
ty, in  cases  which  are  not  despe- 
rate to  appearance,  I  should  not 
recommend  the  operation  of  trans- 
fusion ;  Ijut,  if  you  have  under 
care  a  patient  in  whom  the  flood- 
ing has  been  co[)ious,  in  whom, 
further,  the  womb  has  been  emp- 
tied,   and  the   haemorrhage   been 


stopped  ;  should  this  woman,  as  I 
have  myself  on  several  occasions 
seen,  be  sinking  gradually  into  the 
grave,  so  that  even  to  those  who 
have  seen  much  of  floodings  the 
case  appears  to  be  without  hope  ; 
under  such  circumstances,  I  affirm 
that  it  is  highly  proper  to  have 
recourse  to  the  operation  of  trans- 
fusion, provided  we  are  competent 
to  perform  it.  On  the  human 
body,  no  needless  experiments 
should  be  made.  I  speak  the 
truth  when  I  declare,  that  I  have 
not  to  charge  myself  with  having 
ever  by  speech,  writing,  or  con- 
duct, in  my  whole  professional 
career,  among  rich  or  poor,  in 
any  way  endeavored  to  give  coun- 
tenance to  a  contrary  principle  ; 
but,  nevertheless,  I  maintain,  that 
desperate  emergencies  occur  in 
which  the  use  of  this  not  despe- 
rate remedy  may  become  a  sa- 
cred duty.  Nor  is  it  very  difhcult 
to  distinguish  these  emergencies, 
asking  yourselves  these  simple 
questions  :  if  I  were  myself  in  the 
same  state  of  inanition  with  this 
poor  creature,  or,  more  interest- 
ing still,  if  some  woman  near  to 
me,  and  more  than  dear,  were  in 
the  same  state  of  inanition,  should 
I  wish  transfusion  to  be  perform- 
ed ?  Provided  you  have  an  ordi- 
nary share  of  sense  and  experi- 
ence, those  piercing  whispers 
which  enter  the  soul,  the  whis- 
pers of  conscience,  I  mean,  will 
tell  you  plainly  whether  you  ought 
to  operate  or  not.  Do  as  ye  would 
be  done  by  ;  in  surgery  as  in  eth- 
ics, the  principle  universally  ap- 
plies. 

In  performing  this  operation, 
which  I  shall  presently  explain  to 
you  more  at  large,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  you  should  inject  any 
very  copious  quantity  of  blood, 
for,  in  the  present  state  of  our 
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knowledge,  it  would  be  unwise  to  been  raised  against  it,  and  I  was 
endeavor  by  large  injections  to  solicitous  that  1  might  not,  by  hav- 
raise  the  patient  at  once  from  a  ing  recourse  to  the  operation  un- 
moribund  condition  to  a  state  of  der  circumstances  where  the  need 
vigor.  What  is  the  ordinary  ave-  for  its  use  was  arnbiguous,  bri(ig 
rage  measure  of  blood  required  u|)on  myself  the  suspicion  of  being 
in  order  to  turn  the  trembling  ba-  a  thoughtless  enthusiast,  who  was 
lance  in  our  favor,  has  not  as  yet  disposed  on  all  occasions,  however 
been  clearly  ascertained  by  facts  slight,  to  have  recourse  to  the 
and  observations.  From  what  lit-  transfusing  syringe,  and  upon  the 
tie  I  have  observed,  however,  I  operation  itself,  the  discredit  of 
should  suppose  that  from  half  a  being  supported  by  such  an  advo- 
pint  to  a  pint  may  be  considered  cate.  To  give  you  a  summary, 
as  a  very  ample  supply;  and  I  feel  then,  of  what  appears  to  me  to  be 
persuaded,  that  of  those  women  important  on  this  point,  I  conceive, 
who  have  sunk  under  floodings,  that  under  the  large  eruptions  of 
the  greater  number  would  not  blood  from  the  uterus,  if  well 
have  been  lost,  could  they  but  managed,  in  general,  say  in  nine- 
have  retained  the  last  ten  or  six-  teen  cases  of  twenty,  your  pa- 
teen  ounces  of  the  blood  which  tients,  though  they  may  alarm  and 
they  have  lost.  shake  your  nerves,  will  neverlhe- 
Alihough  I  have  said  an  opera-  less  ultimately  do  well,  and  trans- 
tion  of  this  sort  is  not  to  be  rashly  fusion  will  not  be  required.  I 
prescribed,  and  although,  in  the  maintain,  however,  notwithstand- 
present  state  of  knowledge,  it  ing  what  is  asserted  to  the  con- 
ought  to  be  confined  (o  those  cases  trary,  and  I  boldly  maintain,  for  I 
only  which,  according  to  our  hen-  am  irresistibly  borne  out  by  facts, 
est  judgment,  must  be  considered  that  under  the  best  and  most  ju- 
as  desperate  without  it  ;  yet  let  dicious  treatment,  and  certainly 
me  add  further,  in  (he  way  of  under  treatment  of  average  ex- 
caution,  that  where  there  is  need  cellence,  dissolutions  may  occur, 
of  the  operation,  it  is  obvious  the  sometimes  so  suddenly  that  you 
sooner  it  is  performed  the  better,  have  not  time  to  act  ;  more  fie- 
I  have  myself  seen  two  women  quently  in  a  gradual  manner,  so 
die,  whose  lives  I  feel  |)ersuaded  that  you  see  the  patient  sinking 
might  have  been  preserved  to  slowly,  by  little  and  little,  into 
society,  had  transfusion  been  more  the  grave.  Now,  in  cases  of  this 
promptly  begun.  Anxious  to  re-  kind,  when  the  patient  is  sinking 
frain  from  the  operation,  while  gradually,  I  am  not  sure  that  trans- 
there  remained  a  hope  of  life  fusion  might  not  be  proper,  even 
without  it,  I  delayed  the  use  of  though  the  ovum  were  still  in  the 
the  syringe  so  long,  that  before  uterus  ;  bnt  certainly  such  cases 
transfusion  could  be  commenced,  are  not  adapted  to  the  splendid 
the  patient  in  both  instances  \vas  success  of  the  operation,  for  so 
breathing  her  last.  For  this  de-  long  as  the  womb  is  unemptied, 
lay  1  was,  perhaps,  to  blame;  but  the  bleeding  may  return,  and  the 
I  reflected,  it  may  be  not  without  blood  may  be  lost  again  as  soon  as 
reason,  that  the  operation  was  no-  it  is  injected;  but  when  the  nte- 
vel  ;  in  the  retreats  of  my  study,  rus  has  been  emptied,  and  the  haj- 
I  had  heard  the  clamor  which  had  morrhage  has  been  stopped,  (and 
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of  all  the  cases  these  ?re  the  most 
common,)  then,  under  the  condi- 
tions staled,  the  syringe  should  be 
tried,  provided  the  case  be  obvi- 
ously desperate  without  it — pro- 
vided, loo,  you  feel  conscious  that, 
lying  in  the  situation  of  the  pa- 
tient, you  would  wisli  the  essay  to 
be  made  on  your  own  person.  The 
operation  once  ol)viously  necessa- 
ry, beware  of  delaying  it  too  long 
— beware  of  subjecting  yourselves 
to  the  painful  mortification  of  see- 
ing your  patients  perish  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  })ort — sink  at  the 
very  moment  when  you  are  at 
length  prepared  with  the  very- 
operation  which  might  have  saved 
them.  From  six  to  ten  ounces  of 
blood  will  probably  be  found  suffi- 
cient to  turn  the  wavering  balance 
in  our  favor.  From  one  or  two 
friends,  males  in  preference  to 
women,  this  supply  may  be  ob- 
tained ;  a  large  injection  is  not  de- 
sirable ;  reaction  of  a  lively  kind 
will  sometimes  come  forward  on 
the  subsequent  day.  Adhere  to 
these  rules,  and  you  cannot  wan- 
der far  from  the  line  of  duty  ;  and 
let  me  ask  now,  where  is  the  fol- 
ly— where  the  enthusiasm,  of  all 

this  .''  (To  be  continued.) 


II. 

On  the  Prevalence  of  Fever  in  cer- 
tain Families. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  Timothy  L.  Jennison,  M.D. 

In  the  11th  Vol.  of  the  New-En- 
gland Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  there  is  a  publication  on 
the  occasional  prevalence  of  fe- 
ver in  certain  families.  The  sub- 
ject is  interesting  and  worthy  of 
scrutiny.  I  send  you  a  brief  his- 
tory of  two  sporadic  cases,  in  like 


manner   attacking   solitary   fami- 
lies. 

The  first  occurred  about  1780, 
in  the  family  of  N.  K.  in  a  towa 
in  this  county.  It  was  at  the 
time  when  the  sect  of  Shakers 
W'cre  first  noticed  hereabouts. 
An  important  [larl  of  this  religion 
was  dancing  confusedly,  and  turn- 
ing their  bodies  round  rapidly  for 
a  space  of  time  almost  incredible. 
Mr.  K.'s  own  family  and  their  as- 
sociates were  about  twenty  in 
number,  when  divers  of  them 
were  seized  successively  with  fe- 
ver. As  they  trusted  not  in  man 
for  help,  but  in  the  arm  of  the 
Lord,  the  use  of  medical  aid  was 
dispensed  with,  while  they  in- 
dulged unlimitedly  in  the  use  of 
such  drinks  as  the  house  afforded, 
and  they  craved.  All  the  sick 
recovered  their  usual  health  with- 
out relapsing.  The  situation  of 
the  house  was  favorable  for  health, 
and  the  vicinity  had  been,  and 
then  was,  free  from  such  com- 
plaints. It  seems  highly  probable 
that  that  sickness  originated  in  the 
excesses  of  their  religious  or- 
gasms. The  like  extraordinary 
religious  modes  of  worship  were 
exhibited  by  that  sect  in  the  out- 
skirts of  this  town  about  that  time, 
but  without  producing  the  like 
effects. 

The  other  instance  occurred  in 
this  town  thirty-five  years  since. 
A  part  of  the  facts  I  lately  col- 
lected from  the  family  ;  a  part  I 
witnessed  at  that  time.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1791,  Mr.  J.  B.  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
all  in  good  health,  save  the  <"ldest 
son,  aged  17,  who  was  considered 
as  of  a  weakly  constituliou,  sub- 
ject to  a  chronic  cough,  occasioned 
perhaps  by  indiscreetly  playing  a 
fife  to  excess.  Six  ofthese  child- 
reu  were  taken  down  by  a  fever, 
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uliicli  at  tills  day  we  should  call 
typhoid.  The  youngest  daughter, 
and  the  two  youngest  sons,  es- 
caped with  slight  complaints.  In 
October  aforesaid,  one  of  the 
daughters,  aged  11,  was  residing 
at  service,  in  a  family,  all  of 
whom  were  in  good  health,  near 
thj  Punch  Bowl  tavern  in  Brook- 
line.  She  there  sickened,  and 
remained  in  that  family,  attended 
by  judicious  physicians,  and  her 
mother,  from  three  to  four  weeks, 
till  her  recovery,  when  she  was 
conveyed  home.  After  a  lapse  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  days,  two  of  her 
sisters,  one  older,  one  younger, 
were  seized  nearly  at  the  same 
time,  and  with  the  like  complaints, 
but  in  a  slighter  degree.  They 
also  recovered  in  a  shorter  space 
of  time.  Another  sister,  aged 
16,  was  at  that  time  living  at  ser- 
vice in  a  faiTiily  near  the  Colleges. 
She  was  indulged  in  going  to  her 
parents'  house  very  frequently, 
to  see  her  friends,  and  had  unre- 
strained intercourse  with  them. 
She  also  was  taken  down  in  the 
same  way,  but  during  her  sickness 
was  attended  to  where  she  had 
been  living,  till  her  recovery. 
Early  in  January,  1793,  another 
sister,  aged  22,  was  taken  ill  at 
home.  She  recovered  her  health 
and  strength  so  far  as  to  have 
a  desire  to  go  to  the  Meeting- 
house, in  the  last  week  of  that 
month,  to  witness  the  installation 
of  her  minister.  Dr.  Holmes. 
The  unavoidable  fatigue  and  ex- 
posure, on  that  day,  caused  a  re- 
lapse of  her  fever,  which  was 
thrown  off  very  slowly.  The  last 
of  the  family  who  became  sick, 
was  the  eldest  son  above-men- 
tioned. His  illness  was  protract- 
ed till  the  8th  of  May,  when  he 
died.  An  extensive  mortification 
of  the  te:ruments  of  the   sacrum 


had  been  brought  on  by  his  con- 
finement in  a  supine  position,  not- 
withstanding every  exertion  of  his 
physicians  and  nurses. 

It  is  deserving  of  notice,  that 
during  all  that  space  of  time,  the 
parents  continued  in  their  usual 
health,  and  able  to  attend  to  their 
sick  children.  Neither  was  the 
disorder  communicated  to  any 
other  family  or  individual  who  had 
been  a  watcher,  or  otherwise  as- 
sisted in  the  family.  Nor  does  it 
appear  that  any  of  them  labored 
under  inflammatory  symptoms,  as 
the  lancet  was  not  used  in  any  of 
those  cases.  There  is  no  evi- 
dence that  these  young  people 
owed  their  sickness  to  a  local 
source,  because  the  first  case  oc- 
curred in  a  town  adjoining,  in  a 
family  exempt  before  and  after- 
wards from  all  other  cases  of 
sickness,  and  she  was  at  home 
twelve  or  fifteen  days  before  the 
second  or  third  case  occurred. 
The  lik^  negative  evidence  ap- 
plies in  the  fourth  case.  Her  ill- 
ness must  be  attributed  to  a  pre- 
disposition to  sickness  brought  into 
activity  by  going  home  repeated- 
ly, and  assisting  in  the  nurse's  de- 
partment. The  house  where  she 
sickened,  as  also  her  father's, 
was  ancient,  and  badly  ventilat- 
ed. But  ill  eifects  from  such  a 
cause  were  not  so  likely  to  fol- 
low, as  if  the  disease  had  assailed 
them  in  the  hottest  season  of  the 
year.  The  remedies  made  use 
of  among  these  patients  were  pro- 
bably judiciously  selected,  be- 
cause they  were  successful,  ex- 
cept in  the  last  case  ;  and  had  one 
other  auxiliary  then  been  in  com- 
mon use,  as  it  has  been  since,  the 
young  man  might  have  escaped. 
I  mean  the  Patent  Bed^fead,  (not 
Jencke's,)  which  is  so  simjily 
constructed  as  that,  at  the  plea- 
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sure  of  the  assistant  to  raise  up  constrained    to    admit    the    truth 

the  patient  on  the   sheet,  awake  long    since     avowed    by    Cclsus, 

or  asleep,  and  retain  him   at   any  "jNIulti  qui  a  medicis  diu  vexati, 

height  the    posts   will    admit   of,  tandem  sanescunt." 

for  any  space  of  time  necessary.  Cambridge,  Sept.  22,  1828. 

It  is  not  for  me   in  this  conimuni- 

cation  to  notice  its  general  utility, 
as  it  is  deserving   of  a  separate 


III. 


memoir.      I  would    only   suggest        selections    from     foreign 
for   future   experiment,    that    by  journals. 


Successful  Case  of  Transfusion. 


having  the  sheet  of  a  strong  fab- 
ric, a  part  of  it  nearly  in  the  cen- 
tre, may  be  cut  open  on  the  three  A  SUCCESSFUL  case  occurred  a 
upper  sides,  leaving  the  aperture  few  days  ago  in  the  person  of  Eli- 
in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram  ;  zabeth  Evans,  wife  of  David  Ev- 
and  of  such  a  magnitude,  as  that  a»s,  of  Baker-Street,  Shrewsbu- 
a  patient  affected  with  incipient  'T-  lu  consequence  of  a  miscar- 
mortilication  of  the  sacrum  as  riage,  the  poor  woman  hnd,  from 
aforesaid,  may  lie  on  the  sheet  a  violent  haemorrhage,  become 
without  pressure  on  the  diseased  quite  exhausted,  and  nature  was 
parts.  The  position  would  favor  on  the  point  of  sinking  ;  her  pulse 
the  application  of  fomentations,  in  had  been  imperceptible  for  about 
the  form  of  steam,  for  any  desired  a>i  lio"''  and  a  half  ;  her  extremi- 
length  of  time,  by  the  agency  of  ties  cold,  and  perspiration  clam- 
a  bed  pan,  or  other  tiat  vessel,  to  my?  added  to  which  symptoms, 
hold  the  fluids.  Any  other  prac-  her  stomach  was  so  irritable  as  to 
ticable  remedies  might  be  used  reject  every  description  of  nou- 
in  the  intervals  of  fomentation,  rishment  ;  every  cordial  and  sti- 
without  disturbing  the  position  of  rnulant  that  was  offered.  At  this 
the  patient,  unless  he  or  she  should  critical  moment,  it  occurred  to 
desire  it.  And  after  the  bed  or  M'".  W.  J.  Clement,  the  surgical 
maltrass  has  been  made  smooth,  gentleman  called  in,  that  the  only 
and  as  soft  as  possible,  the  patient  chance  was  to  attempt  the  ope- 
may  be  lowered  down  so  far  as  ration  above  alluded  to,  and  hav- 
to  come  in  contact  with,  but  not  ing  procured  a  healthy  sto:;t  man, 
press  upon  it.  This  treatment  "ho  was  willing  to  aid  the  opera- 
would  probably  afford  an  opportu-  tlon,  by  allowing  the  requisite 
iiity  for  nature  to  rally  her  forces;  quantity  of  blood  to  be  taken  from 
and  for  art  to  aid  far  more  effect-  him,  Mr.' Clement  opened  a  vein 
ually  than  if  the  patient  were  to  in  each  arm,  and  by  means  of 
lie  in  a  supine  position,  too  weak  Weiss's  patent  syringe  and  tubes, 
and  feeble  to  change  his  position,  injected  about  (ifteeu  ounces  of 
on  a  bed  or  mattrass,  as  hereto-  blood  with  the  most  complete 
fore.  When  our  patients  recover  success. — In  the  course  of  a  few 
from  sickness,  we  are  willing  to  hours  she  was  perceptibly  better, 
believe  the  recovery  attributable  and  has  continued  improving  up  to 
to  our  mode  of  treating  them.  So  the  present  period,  giving  every 
far,  so  good.  But  when  our  best  assurance  of  ultimate  recovery 
exertions  fall  us,  without  the  In  noticing  this  case,  we  cannot 
actual  loss  of  our  patients,  we  are  too  strongly  recorauiend  the  pro- 
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priety  of  every  professional  gen- 
tleman being  provided  with  the 
requisite  apparatus,  as  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  it  may  be  the 
means  of  saving  the  lives  of  many 
valuable  members  of  society.  The 
syringe  and  tube  should  be  kept 
immersed  in  water  during  the 
transfusion. — Lancet. 

A  new  JMethod  of  treating  Burns 
and  Scalds. 

By  Michael  Ward,  M.  D.,  Man- 
chester. 

Having  been  formerly  one  of 
the  surgeons  of  the  Manchester 
Ii;tirmary,  Dispensary,  &c.  (from 
September,  1790,  .  to  January, 
1805,)  it  was  frequently  my  lot 
to  meet  with  cases  of  extensive 
burns  and  scalds,  which,  when  se- 
vere, I  had  generally  the  mortifi- 
cation to  see  prove  fatal,  without 
being  able,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, even  to  mitigate,  much  less 
remove,  the  excruciating  torments 
with  which  these  melancholy  ac- 
cidents are  attended.  The  me- 
thod of  treatment  (hen  in  use  was 
to  apply  liquor  calcis  and  oleum 
lini.  p.  £6.  to  the  burnt  or  scalded 
parts,  for  some  time  at  first  ;  fol- 
lowed by  a  variety  of  ointments 
or  salves,  either  with  or  without 
the  carbonate  of  lead  or  prepared 
calamine,  according  to  the  views 
of  the  practitioner.  How  ex- 
tremely inadequate  to  fulfil  the 
indications  of  rational  practice 
these  must  have  been,  it  were 
needless  to  show. 

Finding  niy  efforts  to  afford  re- 
lief in  cajies  so  |)itiable,  and  of 
such  frequent  occurrence,  were 
almost  always  defeated,  the  sub- 
ject often  occupied  my  mind,  in 
order  to  discover  an  application 
of  sorne  kind  or  other,  calculated, 
if  not  to  cure,  (which  in  the  worst 
cases  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 


expect,)  at  all  events  to  relieve 
the  pain,  by  allaying  the  irritation, 
and  thus,  if  possible,  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  inflammation  and 
consequent  vesication  and  ulcera- 
tion, the  invariable  attendants  of 
severe  burns  and  scalds  ;  and 
which  might  also  have  the  advan- 
tage of  being  procured,  and  appli- 
eil  without  loss  of  time,  (circum- 
stances \vhich  are  of  the  utmost 
importance,  on  account  of  the  ra- 
pid progress  which  the  inflamma- 
tion thus  excited  constantly 
makes,)  by  any  person  o[  mature 
age  who  might  hap|)en  L;  be  pre- 
sent at  the  time  of  the  accident. 
These  appeared  to  me  great  and 
necessary  desiderata  ;  but  little 
did  I  imagine  that  any  external 
application,  possessing  most,  much 
less  all  these  good  qualities,  could 
be  lound  to  reside  in  one  single 
substance,  and  that  always  at 
hand,  cheap,  (no  trifling  consider- 
ation where  the  quantity  required 
in  bad  cases  must  of  necessity  be 
large,)  admitting  also  of  being  ap- 
plied with  tlie  greatest  practica- 
ble facility.  Yet  such,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  has  been  the  result. 
A  brief  narrative  of  cases  will  be 
given. 

The  first  happened  about  nine 
months  ago,  when  my  attention 
was  aroused  by  the  screams  of 
some  one  who  seemed  to  be  in 
pain.  On  proceeding  to  the  kitch- 
en, I  found  the  mistress  busily 
employed  in  rubbing  the  maid's 
arm,  which  was  scalded  from  the 
elbow  to  the  fingers'  ends,  with 
goose  grease,  which  she  intended 
to  cover  with  a  pouUice  of  scraped 
potatoes.  My  fiist  object  was  to 
remove  the  goose  grease,  which 
was  effected  by  applying  soft  linen 
cloths,  in  such  a  way  as,  by  gen- 
tle pressure,  to  absorb  it  fiom 
the   arm  and  hand  ;   the  patient 
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shivering  as  if  she  had  heeii  in  the  chlorine  is  much  used  in  such  es- 
cold  stage  of  an  intermittent.  I  tablishments,  he  attributed  to  it 
then  procured  a  flour  diudger,  the  preventive  influence.  It 
which  happened  fortunately  to  be  chanced  that  two  people,  one  with 
full,  and  sprinkled  the  scalded  chronic  catarrh  resembling  pbihi- 
parts  as  completely  and  expedi-  sis,  and  the  other  with  a  vofiiica 
tiously  as  I  could,  and  had  scarce-  in  the  lungs,  were  perfectly  cur- 
ly begun  this  operation,  when  the  ed  after  t\\o  or  three  months'  re- 
cries  of  the  patient  ceased,  her  sidence  in  this  bleachery. 
countenance  and  actions,  which  This  substance  (chlorine)  has 
were  before  expressive  of  agony  been  used  medicinally  by  Laennec 
and  torture,  assumed  a  contrary  at  La  Charite,  and  he  considered 
aspect,  and,  like  her  expressions,  it  as  meriting  further  trial.  In  its 
conveyed  no  ideas  but  these  of  ad(iiini.'>tralion,  M.  B.  would  pre- 
gratitude  and  pleasure.  "  Oh  !  fer  its  being  disengaged  from  a 
how  cool  and  comfortable  it  is  !"  mixture  of  peroxide  of  manganese 
"  I  have  no  pain  now,"  "  it  is  and  by  the  chloric  acid,  and  mix- 
quite  gone,"  were  her  own  words,  ed  with  atmospheric  air,  and  not 
which  were  frequently  repeated,  inhaled  by  itself, 
accompanied  by  corresponding  This  agent  has  also  been  tried 
actions,  the  instant  (almost  be-  by  M.M.  Louer,  Villermay,  Hus- 
fore)  the  flour  could  be  said  to  be  son,  Chomel,  and  Kergaradec, 
fairly  in  contact  with  the  parts  and,  although  without  any  decided 
affected.  success,  they  consider  it  as  likely 
Nor  did  the  pain  return  till  to  be  sometimes  an  useful  addition 
several  hours  had  elapsed,  then  to  our  remedial  measures  in 
only  slightly,  and  was  speedily  phthisis. — London  Med.  and  Phys. 
removed  by  repeating  the  use  of  Journ. 
the  flour  drudger  ;  which  was  con-  n  n-  -  ht  r 
tinned  at    first    three  times,    and  -^^^  efficacious  Means  of  promoting 

afterwards  twice  a  day,  for  three  ^^''  ^^'^"'^^  «/  ^^«^^- 

days,  when   scarcely  any  appear-        A   man,    between    twenty    and 

ance   of  the    accident    remained,  thirty  years  of  age,  of  strong  and 

and  the    patient    returned   to   her  healthy     constitution,     having      a 

usual  business. — lb.  short,  curly,  and  coarse  hair,  of  a 

Other  cases  are  given,  in  uhich  dark  brown   color,    found    himself 

the    practice   was    equally    sue-  becoming  bald.       Numerous  and 

cessful.  large  bald  spots  appeared   on   the 

^,, ,     .       .      >-,,        .      ntr   .-         c  head,  and  s;radua^ly  increased  till 

Chlorine  in  Chronic  Jlnectwns  of  -.   ,    ^^    ^^       ,•     ,,         ,     ,        , 
.     ,               -^              ''it   became   periectly    naked,  and, 

the  Lungs.  gg  ,,^g  eyelashes  fell  out,  the  man 
A  bleaching  establishment  hav-  had  quite  a  singular  and  disagree- 
ing been  removed  into  a  situation  able  appearance.  When  the  head 
notoriously  damp,  and  where  ca-  was  closely  examined,  a  short 
tarrhal  affections  were  extremely  white  and  sparse  down,  very  simi- 
cotnmon,  iM.  Bourgeois  was  not  a  lar  to  a  slight  degree  of  mouldi- 
little  surprised  to  observe  that  ness,  was  perceptible.  At  first 
those  employed  in  this  establish-  it  was  hoped  that  the  hair  would 
ment  weie  less  liable  to  these  at-  grow  again,  but  the  sequel  proved 
tacks  than    their  neighbors.     As  the  contrary,  for  the    individual 
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remained  in  the  same  situation 
two  years :  when  Dr.  Rademacher 
advised  him  to  pour  French  bran- 
dy upon  the  sulphate  of  copper, 
and,  after  it  had  remained  a  [ew 
days,  to  wash  the  bald  parts  with 
the  solution  once  a  day.  In  eight 
days  the  patient  observed  the 
hair  had  already  begun  to  grow, 
and  in  four  months  it  equalled  in 
quantity  the  original  growth,  but 
it  was  crisp,  dry,  and  stiff,  and 
had  not  a  natural  appearance. 
On  the  back  of  the  head  a  spot 
still  remained  bald,  and  the  color 
of  the  new  hair  was  of  a  lighter 
cast  than  that  of  the  former.  The 
eyebrows  and  lashes  grew  again 
like  the  rest  of  the  hair.  A  year 
after  this  the  man  shed  his  hair 
again,  but  the  eyebrows  and  lash- 
es remained.  Dr.  R.  wished  him 
now  to  wait  awhile,  in  oider  to 
ascertain  whether  it  would  or 
would  not  grow  a2:ain  spontane- 
ously ;  but  to  this  proposition  the 
patient  would  not  consent,  and 
had  recourse  to  the  solution,  which 
produced  another  growth  of  blond 
or  light  colored  hair  ;  and  the  spot 
which  before  had  continued  bald 
notwithstanding  the  solution,  be- 
came covered  in  common  \vith 
the  other  parts  of  the  head.  This 
growth  had  a  much  more  natural 
appearance  than  the  preceding 
one. — Bib.  der  Prac.  Ileilk. 

Recovery  from  Drowning. 

M.  Bourgeois  had  occasion  to 
give  assistance  in  a  case  where, 
after  a  person  had  been  twenty 
minutes  under  water,  he  was 
taken  out,  and,  by  a  very  common 
but  serious  mistake,  carried  with 
his  head  downwards.  The  usual 
means  were  tried  unremittingly, 
but  unsuccessfully,  for  a  whole 
hour,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time 
a  little  blood  flowed  from  a  vein 


that  had  been  opened,  and,  a  liga- 
ture being  placed  on  the  arm,  ten 
ounces  of  blood  were  withdrawn  ; 
the  circulation  and  respiration 
were  then  gradually  reestablished, 
horrible  convulsions,  and  a  fright- 
ful state  of  tetanus,  coming  on  at 
the  same  time.  Copious  bleeding 
was  again  effected,  after  which  a 
propensity  to  sleep  came  on  ;  a 
third  bleeding,  the  following  morn- 
ing, was  followed  by  the  recovery 
of  the  patient.  Here  M.  Bour- 
geois concludes,  that  the  means 
of  recovering  a  drowned  person 
should  never  be  abandoned  until 
the  decomposition  of  the  body  has 
commenced. — Bull.  Univ. 

Animal  Matter  in  Mineral  Waters. 
A  green  matter  is  deposited 
from  the  water  of  the  hot  alka- 
line spiings  of  Vichy,  in  France. 
It  was  analysed  by  Vauquelin, 
who  found  it  to  resemble  the 
white  of  an  egg.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  sprlng-s  in  the  south 
of  France,  and  in  the  north  of 
Italy,  which  issue  from  primitive 
rocks,  should  contain  this  sub- 
stance, whose  composition  is  so 
nearly  the  same  as  that  of  organic 
matter. — Edin.  Mio  Phil.  Journ. 

Fatal  Attempt  to  cure  an  Artificial 
Joint  hy  the  Scton. 

A  man,  40  VRars  of  ;i£jp,  was  thrown 
from  a  horse  with  his  right  hip  against 
a  stone,  and  fractured  the  neck  of 
the  femur,  besides  splinferins^  the 
acetabiihim.  The  surgeon,  who  was 
first  called,  consiiiered  the  case  as 
otie  of  severe  contusion,  and  ordered 
the  part  to  be  bathed  with  brandy. 
Three  months  after  the  accident,  the 
patient  was  taken  to  Dr.  W.,  who 
clearly  ascertained  that  an  artiticial 
joint  had  been  estal)lisbed,  and, 
jnd<£ing  from  the  piiinftilness  of  the 
parts,  he  strongly  suspected  the  ex- 
istence of  chronic  inflammation  and 
suppuration.     The  patient  entreated 
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tbe  Doctor  to  attempt  sometliing  for 
his  rolief,  aii.I  the  probability  of  suc- 
cess was  deemed  considerable,  pro- 
vided there  should  be  no  suppuration 
of  (he  acetabuhm)  or  pelvis. 

The  sufferer  was  laid  on  a  table, 
with  the  right  hip  projecting  about 
four  inclies  be3'ond  its  edge,  and  with 
the  fingers  the  artificial  joint  was 
distinctly  observable,  about  equidis- 
tant from  the  edge  of  the  acetabu- 
lum and  the  great  trochanter.  An 
incision  was  made  down  to  the  arti- 
ficial joint,  and  a  large  semicircular 
needle,  armed  with  a  tape  and  the 
cuneiform  snton,  was  introduced  from 
before-  back^vards  through  it  and  the 
glutei  muscles,  till  it  passed  out  a 
little  behind  the  great  trochanter. 
The  operation  succeeded  perfectly, 
and  the  patient  complained  of  but 
little  pain.  Unfortunately,  however, 
a  putrid  pus  flowed  from  the  wound, 
which,  as  it  afterwards  appeared, 
came  from  the  carious  acetabulum, 
and  produced  so  active  a  hectic  that 
the  patient  sank,  after  suffering  six 
weeks. 

Upon  inspection  of  the  body,  it 
appeared  that  the  seton  had  passed 
directly  through  the  artificial  circula- 
tion, and  that  (here  existed  a  caries 
of  the  acetabuhm),  and  a  collection 
of  matter  in  the  pelvis. 

Loud.  Med.  and  Phys.  Journ. 

Introduction  of  a  Scton  in  a  case  of 
SjJina  Ventosa. 

A  young  man,  nineteen  years  of 
age,  was  afflicted  with  a  spina  vento- 
sa of  the  middle  of  the  left  femur, 
with  several  fistulae  running  back- 
wards from  the  tumor,  which  mea- 
sured about  three  inches  in  diameter. 
Amputation  had  been  resolved  upon 
as  the  only  alternative  ;  but  (he  pa- 
tient, being  a  wagoner,  had  deter- 
mined to  submit  to  any  course  at  all 
likely  to  preserve  his  limb.  Dr.  VV. 
proposed  to  him  to  unite  the  fistulte,  . 
bore  through  the  tumor,  and  pass  in- 
to it  the  cuneiform  seton  :  to  this  he 
Vfcry  willingly  assented,  and  the  ope- 
ration   wab  ptrfuniied  in   the  same 


manner  as  that  already  described. 
Alter  the  expiration  of  three  days, 
when  the  iuHaiimiation  had  subsided, 
the  seton,  previously'  anointed  with  a 
balsamic  ointment,  was  introduced 
every  morning  and  evening,  and  was 
so  managed  that  it  effe-ctuatly  closed 
the  wound  against  the  external  air, 
and  in  the  course  of  three  weeks 
produced  a  good  suppuration.  The 
inflammation  at  first  enlarged  the  tu- 
mor and  produced  considerable  pain  j 
but  experience  had  taught  Di.W, 
that  those  were  symptoms  insepara- 
ble from  the  action  of  the  seton,  and 
that  they  were  instrumental  in  excit- 
ing new  life  in  the  bone,  which  would 
resume,  after  the  withdrawal  of  the 
seton,  its  healthy  state.  At  the  close 
of  the  thirteenth  week  the  seton  was 
removed,  the  aperture  healed,  and 
the  bone  speedily  reduced  to  one- 
third  of  its  foriiier  size. — lb. 

WEEKLY    KEPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  Oct.  3,  at  noon. 

Sept:  28.  Joseph   Brewer,  36  yrs. 

Charlotte  Furloutt,  18  mo. 

29.  William  \V.  Kanney,  4 
Lydia  Shephard,  10  days, 
Nathaniel  Jennings,  55  yrs. 
Olive  Reed  Dean,  18 
Willard   Stearns,  32 

30.  Martha  Ann  Deluce,  4 
Sarah  Colman,  30 
James  Baxter,  22 
Archibald  McCurdy,  59 

Oct.  1.   Samuel  Horton,  41 

Catharine  Cobbett,  63 

Sally  Gale,  37 

Simon  F.  W.  Sanborn,  23 

Henry  White,  24 

David  Bean,  18  mo. 

2.  Nancy  Oliver,  10 
Mary  McQuod,  7 
Edward  Siyles,  18 
William  Maples,  27  yrs. 
Hannah  Atwood,  75 
Eleanor  Foster,  47 
Nancy  Henderson,  30 

3.  John  Lynes,  27 
Daughter  of  Wm.  Eayrs,  14  days. 
Daut;hter  of  Wm.  Martin,     9 
William  Hodolf,  3:3  yrs. 
Edward  Oliver,  52 

Accidental,  1 — bdious  fever,  1 — canker,  1 — 
convulsions,  1 — consumption,  2 — cholera,  1  — 
dysentery,  7 — drowned,  ]  —  hooping  cough,  2 — 
iiilimtilc,  1  —old  aue,  1 — palsy,  I — paralytic,  1 
— slow  fever,  1  —  typhus  (over,  2  — teething,  1 
— unknown,  4.  Males,  15 — females,  14.  Still- 
born, 2.     Total,  31. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL  INSTITITTOJV  OF 
HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  will  be- 
g'in  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  Massachnsetts  Medical  Col- 
lege, Mason-street,  Boston. 

^natomji  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  WarreM. 
Cfumislri/,,  by  Dr.  Webster. 
Ma/tria  Mtdica^  by  Dr.  Bir.ET,ow. 
Midwiftrij    and  Mtdical    Jurisprudence^ 

by  Dr.  CHA?i.M.\(i. 
Thtory  and   Fraciict  of  Physic^   by  Dr. 

Jackson. 

The  I  ectures  continue  thirteen  weeks. 
The  Class  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  and  Dr.  Jacl<son''s  Clinical 
Lecture  on  the  Cases,  without  fees. — 
Separate  Lectures  on  the  Principles  of 
Surgery  are  given  by  Dr.  Warren  without 
fees.  Arrangemttits  have  been  made  for 
the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  which 
will  probably  afford  as  great  facilities  as 
can  be  desired,  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as 
at  any  school  in  the  United  States.  The 
use  of  the  l^ibrary  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  C^ollege  may  be  obtained  during 
the  Course,  by  paying  one  dollar.  The 
Professor  of  Chemistry  will  receive  private 
pupils  for  instruction  in  the  Laboratory. 
WALTER  CH  A  N  N I NG, 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

ATHENEUM ; 

OR,  SPIRIT  OF  THE  EXGI.ISH  MAGAZINES. 

TOMORROW  will  be  published  by 
John  Cotton,  at  184  Washington 
St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  No.  2,  Vol.  I, 
Third  Scries,  of  the  Atheneum,  for  Oct. 
15,  18-8,  embellished  with  a  portrait  of 
the  late  Bishop  lleber.  A  new  st  ries  of 
this  work  was  commenced  on  the  1st  inst. 
It  is  printed  in  a  new  and  handsome  type, 
smaller  than  that  heretofore  used.  It  will 
contain,  once  a  month,  a  colored  plate  of 
the  latest  London  fashions. 

The  itheneum  is  published  on  the  1st 
and  15ih  of  every  month,  each  number 
containing  40  pages,  large  octavo.  It  con- 
sists of  selections  from  the  best  English 
Magazines,  and  is  intended  as  a  Miscella- 
ny for  all  classes  of  readers.     The  price 


of  the  work,  with  the  plates  of  the  fash- 
ions, is  six  dollars  a  year  ;  without  them, 
five  dollars.  Other  plates  will  occasion- 
ally be  given,  and  sent  to  all  (he  subscrib- 
ers, without  addiiional  charge. 
Oct.  14. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
POR  rUGUESE  LEECHES. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33.  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  VVh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  piychase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them. 
6mo. 

SKIN  INFIRMARY. 

THIS  Institution  has  for  its  object  the 
treatment  of  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. To  the  poor  who  are  suffering 
from  eruptions  of  ai;y  description,  medical 
advice  and  attendance  will  be  given  free 
of  expense. 

CHANDLER  ROBBINS,  M.D. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary^ 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  I8S,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.\<t  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old   friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.  Lectures  on  Anatomy, 
Surgery,  and  Pathology,  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases, — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethv 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22,  1828, 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  connnunications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  threu  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  tiirec  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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No.  36. 


I. 

Remarks  on  the  Dengue. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  David  Osgood,  M.D.  of  Havana. 

Late  in  April,  the  present  year, 
after  a  continuation  of  hot  wea- 
ther, with  but  slight  variations, 
during  the  different  seasons  of  this 
and  the  last  precedingyear,  (1827 
and  1828.)  a  new  epidemic  fever 
arose  in  Havana  and  its  vicinity, 
which  attacked  the  inhabilaiits 
generally,  and  almost  simultane- 
ously. 

The  same  disease  took  place, 
earlier  in  the  spring,  in  the  other 
seaport  towns  and  cities  of  the 
West  Indies  ;  and  in  the  course  of 
the  summer  it  has  a[)peared  in 
some  of  those  of  the  United  States. 

The  people  of  Havana  have 
named  this  strange  fever  £/ /Jen- 
g-ue,  wliich  word  signifies,  literal- 
ly, affectation. 

During  the  whole  of  the  last 
winter  and  spring,  previously  to 
the  taking  place  of  this  new  fe- 
36 


ver,  many  of  the  persons  who  had 
lately  arrived  in  this  climate  were 
seized  with  the  yellow  fever. 
But  as  soon  as  the  former  began 
to  prevail,  the  latter  disappeared; 
although  the  residents,  v\ho  had 
usually  been  exempt  from  the 
yellow  fever,  were  seen,  as  well 
as  the  transient  subjects,  with 
symptoms  resembling  those  of  this 
latter  disease,  viz.  :  after  sensa- 
tions of  uncommon  languor,  chilli- 
ness, and  pain  in  the  tendons  of 
the  smaller  joints,  they  were  sud- 
denly attacked  with  a  burning 
heat  and  redness  of  the  skin,  pains 
in  the  muscles  of  the  lin)bs,  or 
pain  in  the  forehead,  and  a  loath- 
ing, or  vomiting  of  whatever  was 
taken  into  the  stomach. 

The  fever  continued  for  one, 
two,  or  three  days,  and  then  usu- 
ally terminated  with  a  free  sweat- 
ing, which  freed  the  patient  like- 
wise from  his  pains.  But  ayauy 
after  leaving  their  beds  suffer- 
ed by  a  renewal  of  their  pains, 
which  in  some  have  become  chro- 
nic. Others  have  also  had  a  re- 
newed attack  of  the  fever. 


563  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

This  disease  of  the  season  has  cannot  be  practised,  the  atlditional 

not  proved  fatal,  except  to  a  few  iutluence  of  the  air  of  the  climate, 

amongst  the  strangers,   in  whom  when  it  has   caused  a   fever   by 

the  sweating  stage  of  it   did   not  sudden  exposure  to  it,   the  svmp- 

easily  take  place,  or  was  suddenly  toms  have   generally    been    very 

stopped  by  exposure  to  the  open  mild, 

air.  4.     The    late   comers  to   the 

This  moderation  of  the  symp-  West  Indies  from  the  colder  lati- 

toms,  in  the  generality  of  the  sub-  tudes  experience,  soon  after  their 

jects,  I  attribute  to  a  gradual  re-  arrival,  a   degree  of  exhaustion, 

ductionofthe  vigor  of  their  con-  and    soreness    in    their    muscles, 

stitutions,  by   the  influence   upon  like    that    which    persons    every 

them  of  the  before-mentioned  al-  where  feel  after  violent  exercise, 

most  uninterrupted  continuance  of  or  very  great  fatigue. 

hot  weather  during  all  the  seasons  The   debility   and    soreness    of 

of  the  two   last  years   past,   and  the   muscles   and  tendons   in    the 

beyond  what  has  happened  in  for-  subjects  with  the  dengue,   before 

mer  years  ;   which   influence  has  and  after  their  symptoms  of  fever, 

rendered  the   native   inhabitants,  may  be   attributed   to   the   same 

as  well  as  the  strangers  in  the  cli-  cause. 

mate,  liable  to  be  aflected  in  this  5.   In  several  instances,  since 

new   way,  by   the   same  specific  the  prevalence  of  the  dengue,  the 

cause   that,   at   other   times,   has  worst  sym|)toms  of  the  yellow  fe- 

produced  the  yellow  fever  in  the  ver  have  supervened  on   those  of 

latter  class  of  the  subjects.  the  former. 

The  dengue  has,  as  yet,   only  I  may  also  mention,  here,  that 

prevailed  in   the  places   to  which  I  know   several  persons  now  long 

the   yellow  fever  has  been  limit-  residents  in  this  place,  who  since 

ed.       It   has  not  spread  into  the  arriving  here   from   abroad   have 

interior  of  Cuba,  although,  at  the  escaped    from   an   attack    of  the 

end  of  tive  months  from  the  time  yellow  fever,  and  have  not  hither- 

of  its  rise  in   Havana,  it  continues  to  been  attacked    by  the  dengue  ; 

to  attack  most  of  the  persons  who  v\hereas  every    otiier    person    to 

come  to  the   city    from  the  coun-  whom  I  put  the  cpiestion,  "  IJave 

try,   or   from  any  place  where   it  yon    had^the  dengue  .'"'    answers 

has  not  prevailed.  "  Yes." 

2.  The  fatality  of  the  yellow  From  the  facts,  &c.  above 
fever  is  known  to  he  the  greatest  stated,  I  have  been  led  to  consi- 
in  the  most  robust  of  its  subjects  ;  der  the  specific  cause  of  the  dis- 
and  in  tliose  who,  besides  their  ease  of  the  present  time,  and  that 
recent  exposure  to  the  air  of  the  of  the  yellow  fever,  to  be  the 
West  India  climate,  indulge  them-  same.  The  subjects  have  become 
selves  in  hard  drinking,  or  fatigue  altered  in  their  constitutions  ;  but 
themselves  by  much  exercise  in  the  generating  cause  both  of  the 
the  sun,  whereby  their  strength  is  new  and  of  the  old  fever,  remains 
suddenlij  depressed.  unchanged. 

3.  6a  the  contrary,  with  a  Although  aware  that  tliis  opin- 
slight  typhous  infection  contracted  ion  may  be  thought  too  tlieoretic- 
in  a  close  prison,  Nvhere  hard  al,  yet  I  venture  to  advance  it  for 
drinking,    or    taking    long   walks,  the  sake  of  a  practical  inference 
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to  be  drawn  from  the  viewing  of 
it  in  tlii^j  light. 

In  the  dengue,  as  before  notic- 
ed, when  a  sweating  takes  place 
it  carries  olT  the  burning  heat  and 
redness  of  the  skin,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  loathing  and  sick- 
ness of  the  stomach.  Hence,  for 
the  most  part,  no  other  than  the 
antiphlogistic  treatment  has  been 
found  beneficial  to  the  patients  ; 
but  for  the  few  in  whom,  under 
such  treatment,  a  sweat  has  not 
easily  tlowed  by  the  end  of  the 
second,  or  the  beginning  of  the 
third  day,  the  more  active,  and 
especially  depleting  means,  as  in 
the  yellow  fever,  have  been  found 
requisite. 

But  as  the  black  vomit,  the 
most  dreaded  symptom  of  the  yel- 
low fever,  cannot,  with  certainty, 
be  overcome  by  any  remedy  re- 
ceived into  the  stomach,  to  act 
directly  upon  that  organ  we  may 
take  a  hint  from  the  dengue,  and 
regard  the  affection  of  the  sto- 
mach as  being  sympathetic  with 
that  of  the  skin,  in  its  burning 
state.  Agreeably  to  this  idea,  it 
is  well  known  tiiat,  by  means  of 
tepid  emollient  fomentations  and 
clysters,  and  such  diluting  drinks 
as  are  best  calculated  to  remove 
thirst,  perseveringly  employed 
early  In  the  disease,  and  at  a  later 
period  of  it  by  more  stimulating 
applications  to  the  skin,  the  black 
vomit  has  often  been  prevented, 
and  sometimes  stopped. 


II. 

Management    of  Floodings,    icilh 
JJsphyxia. — From   Lectures  de- 
livered at  Guy''s  Hospital^ 
By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Continued  from  p.  55.3.) 

You  have   not,  I  trust,  forgotten 
that  in   the  former  lecture  it  was 


observed  to  you,  that  of  all  means 
for  slopping  the  discharge  of  blood 
from  the  uterus,  the  most  effectu- 
al by  far  is  the  evacuation  of  its 
cavity,  either  by  taking  away  the 
child,  removing  the  placenta,  or 
discharging  the  liquor  amnii,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  Although,  however,  I 
stated  to  you  the  fact,  that  by  so 
doing  you  may,  in  ordinary  cases, 
generally  arrest  the  further  dis- 
charge of  blood,  or  at  all  events 
so  far  diminish  the  discharge, that 
it  becomes  no  longer  dangerous  ; 
yet  those  who  reilect  will  ob- 
serve, that  in  mentioning  this 
practice  I  did  not  lay  down  any 
rules  which  may  enable  you  to 
decide  in  what  cases  you  ought  to 
interfere  with  your  manual  prac- 
tice, and  in  what  cases  you  ought 
to  refrain.  From  laying  down 
those  rules  I  then  purposely  ab- 
stained ;  for  I  thought  they  would 
be  better  understood  if  given  in 
another  part  of  the  subject ;  and 
to  this  part  we  are  now  arrived. 

On  conversing  with  your  obste- 
tric friends,  or  on  reading  some  of 
our  best  obstetric  authors,  such  as 
Denman,  for  example,  or  Burns, 
you  will  find,  as  usually  happens, 
that  by  different  practitioners  dif- 
ferent indications  have  been  mark- 
ed out,  by  the  intimations  of  v\  hich 
they  endeavor  to  decide,  at  any 
given  time,  whether  it  be  proper 
that  they  should  deliver  the  wo- 
man by  manual  operations,  or 
whether  they  should  leave  her  to 
her  own  resources,  confiding  en- 
tirely to  those  oiher  remedies 
which  I  have  already  exposed  at 
large.  In  determining  aboul  the 
delivery,  there  are  some,  not  un- 
skilful practitioners,  who  are  guid- 
ed nuiinly  by  the  measure  of  the 
blood  discharged,  and  by  the  ef- 
fects    the     discharge    produces. 
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Called  to  a  woman  laboring  under  mouth  of  the  womb  be  sbut  alto- 
copious  flooding,  if  they  tind  her  gellier,  or  not  broader  than  a  six- 
approaching  to  a  state  of  asphyxia,  pence,  tiiey  refrain  from  interfer- 
they  are  anxious  to  open  the  ute-  ing,  laudably  fearful  lest,  by 
rus  as  fast  as  possible,  abstracting  thrusting  the  hand  into  ihe  uterus, 
promptly  afterwards  both  the  tliey  should  lacerate  the  sofler 
child  and  the  placenta  ;  but  if,  on  parts.  Again  :  By  the  age  of  the 
the  other  hand,  they  find  that  the  pregnancy,  many  practitioners  are 
patient  is  vigorous,  and  that  the  guided  :  and  this  rule  has  the  ad- 
measure of  the  blood  lost  is  by  no  vantage  of  being  one  of  very  easy 
means  copious,  from  manual  ope-  application,  for  the  period  of  ges- 
ralions  they  refrain.  Nor  is  this  tation  may  generally  be  ascer- 
rule  without  its  recommendations;  tained.  Now,  in  the  latter  months, 
with  one  capital  defect,  however,  say  the  last  three  or  four,  under 
it  is  justly  chargeable,  as  it  directs  dangerous  bleedings,  their  general 
us  to  deliver  in  those  cases  of  as-  practice  is  to  discharge  the  wa- 
phyxia  in  which  the  disturbance  ters,  or,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
of  the  clots  is  death  !  carry  the  hand  into  the  uterus, 
In  deteraiining,  again,  whether  and  bring  away  ti\e  ovum  ;  the 
they  should  deliver  or  not,  there  relaxation  produced  by  the  bleed- 
are  other  accoucheurs  who  consi-  ing,  generally  facilitating  this  ; 
der  the  effects  produced  by  the  while,  in  the  earlier  months,  say 
discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii  ;  and  the  first  three  or  four,  as  women 
if  the  liquor  amnii  have  not  been  of  ordinary  health  and  strength 
discharged,  and  the  haemorrhage  rarely  sink  under  the  fluodings, 
be  proceeding,  they  rupture  the  they  refrain  altogether  froiti  man- 
membranes,  and  if  the  flooding  ual  operations,  and  confide  in  other 
continue,  although  the  water  have  means  for  suppressing  the  bleed- 
been  evacuated,  they  take  the  ing,  or  in  deobstruents,of  which  the 
child  away  ;  and,  in  many  cases,  most  valua!)le  is  perhaps  the  ergot, 
this  may  be  found  a  very  excellent  In  determining  resjiecting  the 
rule.  In  determining  whether  propriety  of  manual  delivery.  Rig- 
the  child  should  or  not  be  ab-  by  has  recommended  that  we 
stracted  by  the  hand,  many  are  should  be  guided  by  the  situation 
guided  by  the  relaxation  of  the  of  the  placenta,  and  if  the  placen- 
parts,  and  the  facility  of  delivery:  ta  is  lying  over  the  mouth  of  the 
if  they  find  that  the  vagina  is  tho-  wotnb,  whether  partially  or  com- 
roughly  relaxed,  and  that  the  pletely,  the  hand,  he  says,  should 
mouth  of  the  uterus  is  open —  be  carried  up  into  the  cavity  of 
large  as  a  crown  piece,  for  exam-  the  uterus,  and  the  child  should 
pie — delivery  being  so  easy,  they  be  brought  away.  Now  this,  as  a 
think  it  may  be  well  to  introduce  general  rule,  is  certainly  correct, 
the  hand  into  the  uterus,  to  bring  and  to  it,  I  believe,  all  experi- 
away  the  child,  the  placenta,  or  enced  accoucheurs  adhere.  On 
whatever  else  may  be  lodging  the  other  hand,  if  the  placenta  is 
there.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  not  lying  over  the  mouth  of  the 
if  under  large  fioodings  they  find  uterus,  either  partially  or  com- 
that  the  softer  parts  are  rigid,  an  pletely,  we  are  advised  by  Rigby 
occurrence  not  common — or  if,  as  to  content  ourselves  with  the 
more    frequently    happens,    the  mere  discharge  of  the  liquor  am- 
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nii,  a  beautiful  obstetric  opera-  tbe  danger,  that  it  is  your  duty  to 
tioii,  ubich  ill  these  cases  usually  contend,  and  from  them,  if  possi- 
renders  the  conditioii  of  the  patient  ble,  the  woman  must  be  rescued, 
secure.  whether  there  be  pain  or  not.  A 
Beware  of  being  deceived  by  woman  sitting  quietly  in  her  apart- 
the  rule,  (if  rule  it  can  be  call-  ment,  being  seized  suddenly  with 
ed,)  which  has  deceived  many,  I  a  large  eruption  of  blood  from  the 
mean  that  of  waiting  for  the  pains  womb,  a  practitioner,  specious 
in  flooding  cases.  The  silly  rule  enough,  but  of  small  experience 
is  the  title  by  which  I  would  de-  in  these  matters,  was  promptly 
signate  it  ;  and  1  use  the  expres-  called  to  her  assistance.  Wo  be 
sion,  though  quaint,  under  the  to  the  woman  under  these  circum- 
hope  that  it  may  become  fixed  stances,  who  is  deceived  by  an 
upon  the  mind,  and  may,  by  the  exterior.  Have  you  any  pain  ? 
caution  it  intimates,  prevent  your  was  the  question.  No,  was  the 
being  misled.  In  cases  where  reply.  So,  acting  on  the  silly 
large  quantities  of  blood  are  com-  rule,  without  even  examining 
ing  away  from  the  uterus,  the  whether  the  placenta  was  lying 
womb  becomes  paralytic  ;  the  or  not  over  the  mouth  of  the  ute- 
pains  which  were  commencing  rus,  the  practitioner  went  his  way. 
leave  the  patient,  and  the  larger  The  flooding  continuing,  he  was 
the  bleeding  the  less  the  pain,  summoned  again,  and  again  he 
more  especially  in  the  latter  acted  on  the  silly  rule  ;  there  be- 
months.  Understand,  therefore,  ing  no  ])ain,  he  still  determined 
if  the  want  of  pains  is  to  be  con-  that  nothing  could  be  done  ;  so  he 
sidered  at  all,  that  it  is  rather  to  went  home,  and  went  to  bed,  and 
be  considered  as  an  indication  to  went  to  sleep  ! — how  one  envies 
interfere  than  to  refrain  ;  lor  you  such  philosophical  composure  ! 
have  not,  I  trust,  forgotten,  that  But  we  bear  the  dangers  and  mis- 
till  the  womb  is  evacuated  the  fortunes  of  others  with  truly  ad- 
woman  is  never  secure  ;  and  un-  mirable  resignation.  In  the  mid- 
less  manual  means  be  adopted,  if  die  of  the  night  his  repose  was 
the  pains  and  uterine  efl'^orts  are  broken  by  the  tinkling  of  his  bell, 
wanting,  in  the  latter  months  es-  the  noise  of  his  knocker,  and  the 
pecially,  how  can  the  ovum  come  clamor  of  voices — a  third  sum- 
away  ?  You  are  called,  perhaps,  mons  had  arrived  ;  to  the  house  of 
to  a  case  in  which  the  blood  comes  the  patient,  therefore,  he  went  a 
largely  from  the  uterus  ;  you  ask  third  time,  and  then  he  found  her 
the  patient,  and  properly,  whe-  dead  ! — And  the  consequence  of 
ther  she  feels  the  uterine  pains,  all  this  was  the  pre|)aration  which 
No,  is  (he  reply.  Will  you,  then,  I  now  show  you  : — With  the  child 
act  upon  the  silly  rule  ? — will  you  in  the  uterine  cavity,  and  the  pla- 
t'^ll  the  patient,  come  what  may  centa  lying  over  the  mouth  of  the 
I  can  give  no  manual  assistance,  womb,  the  parts  so  relaxed  and 
because  you  have  no  pain  !  None,  open  that  the  abstraction  of  the 
I  hope,  bred  in  this  school,  will  ovum  would  have  been  a  very 
be  guilty  of  such  folly.  In  flood-  easy  task.  Beware  of  the  silly 
ing  cases,  the  truth  is,  with  the  rule.  In  general,  to  die  is  no 
pains  you  have  very  little  to  do  ;  jest — nor  is  it  a  jest  to  die  even 
it  is  with  the  flooding — it   is   with  by  the  kick  of  an  ass. 
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Having  said  thus  much  respect-  deed,  be  sometimes  advantageous 
ing  the   rules    and   principles    by  to  empty   the   uterus  by  means  of 
which,   in   flooding  cases,   practi-  one  or  two  tingers.    This  I  do  my- 
tloners  endeavor  to  ascertain  vvhe-  self,  in  part,   because  my  hand  is 
ther  they  ought  or  not  to  interfere  small  ;    and   in  part,  perhaps,  be- 
manually  in  the  delivery,   I   pro-  cause  I  may  have  an  overweening 
ceed    in   the   next  place  to  pre-  confidence    in    my    manual    skill, 
scribe  briefly  soine  plain  rules  by  You,  however,  I  strongly  dissuade 
which  yourselves  may  be  enabled  from  this  practice,  till   you   have 
to  decide  this   nice  and  important  been  formed,  by  experience,   to 
point.     Not  that  I  hope,  in  laying  the  higher  and  nicer  parts   of  ob- 
these    principles    before    you,   to  stetric  operations.      But   to   pro- 
reduce  your  practice  to   maxims  ceed.      \Vhen  called  to  floodings 
so  correct,  detinite  and  sufficient,  of  the  latter  months,  in  which  the 
that  adhering  to   them  as  to   the  patient,  not  in  a  state  approaching 
rules    of  arithmetical    operation,  asphyxia,  still  retains  her  vigor, 
you  cannot  err  ;   but   this   I  per-  remember,    in    the    third   place, 
suade  myself,  that  keeping  within  that  it  becomes  your  duty    to  as- 
the   influence    of  these    maxims,  certain   by  examination,  whether 
with  the  help  of  a  little  common  the  placenta  lie  or   not   over  the 
sense    and    common    experience,  mouth  of  the    uterus.       Now   if, 
you  cannot  run  out  eccentrically  the  placenta  covering  the  mouth 
into   the    more    extravagant   er-  and  neck  of  the   womb,  whether 
rors.  partially  or   completely,  you  can- 
Remember,  then,  that  in  flood-  not  deliver   by   turning,  you  may, 
ings,  whether  earlier  or  later,  but  perhaps,  advantageously  puncture 
more  especially  in  the  later  flood-  the  membrane  when  accessible  ; 
ings,    if  the  patient  be  lying   in  a  but   if,  on   the   contrary,   turning 
state    approaching    asphyxia,    all  may    be    accomplished,   then    by 
manual  operations  are   in  general  this  operation,  the  ovum  ought  to 
improper — disturb  the  clots,  and  be   promptly   brought  away  ;   not 
the  patient  dies.     Watch,  there-  that  this  practice   is  wholly  unat- 
fore,  nor  venture  to  resort  to  the  tended  with   danger,  but  that,  un- 
use   of  the  hand  till  the  return  of  der  the  given  circumstances,  it  is, 
the  strength,  and  the   copious   or  on  the    whole,  the   best   we  can 
dangerous  renewal  of  the  bleeding  adopt.     Remember,  lastly,  in  lat- 
may  render  the  operation  at  once  ter   floodings,  when  the  placenta 
necessary  and  more  secure.     Re-  is  not  lying,  whether  partially  or 
member,  further,  that  if  you  are  completely,  over  the  mouth  of  the 
called  to  floodings  of  the  first,  se-  uterus,  that  as  soon  as  the  flood- 
cond,    or    third    month,    although  ing  becomes  dangerous,  the  liquor 
from  such  flooding  often  repeated,  amnii    should  be   discharged,  and 
one  miscarriage  following  another,  although   the   continuance  of   the 
the  health   may   suffer   severely,  flooding  may  now  and  then  demand 
yet  with  an  ordinary  share   of  vi-  the  operation  of  turning,  yet  in  the 
gor  in  the  patient,  notwithstanding  majority  of  cases,  such  a  necessi- 
all  our  alarms,   death   but  rarely  ty  but  rarely  occurs  ;  so   that  to 
occurs  ;   and,    therefore,    manual  this  beautiful  operation,  you  may 
operations    not   being    necessary,  safely  venture  to  confide, 
should  be  rejected.      It  may,  in-  For  the  sake  of  humanity,  allow 
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me   again   to  caution  you  asrainst  but  we  presume  tlie  fullowinjr  more 

the  silly  rule.      For    the    sake    of  authentic  account  will  be  acceptable. 

humanity,  allow  me   asrain  to  re-  ivf        *     t>          j    c/^       r- 

„•    1              .1    *    f       °     1    »  Mrs.  A.    B.  aired   50,   of  srev 

mind    you,    that   from    whatever  ,           .,     P.        .  .'       ,  ®    •', 

..o..  ^  .1      ii      1-          •            1.1  eyes,   tranciuil    disposition,    broad 

cause  the  tloodins;  arises,  whether  •    ,            ,*         ,   ,'.            ,',      , 

• ,  ,1           1-           ,?    1  ,,              41  in  her  make,  and  disposed  to  obe- 

in  the  earlier  or  the  latter  months,  .,                     •      i      '    i       /y-      • 

u„f>„,„   „    „<-,      ,1      1  •  ,1       f  ,,  sity,    was    seized    with    otiensive 

before   or  alter  the   birth   oi    (he  ..  •' \            r          ,, 

„i -I  ]    u   r              rt      *i      I  •  .1     r  discharoe   irom   the  vas^ina,  soon 

child,  before  or  alter  the  birth  of  j.  n         i  i               .•          l-  ,  ,      ,  ■ 

*!,„    .  K  .     *„          I              ,1  lollowed  by  eruptions  oi  b  ood  in 

the    placenta,  so    Ions:  as  the  wo-  ,                  .-^       '     i    . 

.„.,.,      I.  •      •         ♦  .                   I  ■  laroe  quantity,  so  that,  accordin<r 

man  IS  IvMifr  in  a  state  ai)proachiii2;  ,    P     '                  .    /•               r-  •    ^ 

to   asphyxia,   the    disttl.bance   of  ^"  ^''^  ^^^'"  ^'^fori    Uequent  fa.nt- 

your   hand  is  death.     Ah,  how  I  '''-'  were  produced   and  the  blood 

commiserate    those    unsuspecting  of^a«'^"^"y   ^auk   through  a   bed 

but  ill-fated  victims,  whoaredes^  ^''\".^  ^"  ^^   ^l  ^'^'^'^   \'  ^  J"^^^' 

tined  (0  perish  by   your  f.  .getful-  cushion,  collecting   on  the   floor; 

iiess  of  this  caution  !     At  this  mo-  ^"^.^"-^  ^^^7  ^.">':  ^^f   "^o^ths  to- 

ment   live  the   women   who  must  ^^*'^^'''   "''^'^   .''^^'^    intermission, 

sink  under  this  mal-praclice.    Not  ""^''''   ^7   I^'"^'   of  blood  were 

to   introduce    the    hand    into    the  ^isciarged. 

uterus  in  any  case  till  pregnancy  Although  Mrs.  A.  B.  in  her  ge- 
is  advanced  beyond  the  sixth  "^''^'  conversation,  is  by  no  means 
month,  is  a  good  general  maxim,  P^one  to  hyperbole,  it  seems  evi- 
though  not  universally  a|)pricable.  d^"*  ^'^'^t  she  must  have  greatly 
Not  to  introduce  the  hand  into  the  overrated  the  quantity  of  these 
uterus  before  the  sixth  month  of  daily  (loodings.  Certain,  howe- 
pregnancy  is  completed — not  to  ^^'1  '^  '^^  ^'O'"  h^''  repeated  and 
pass  the  hand  into  the  womb,  un-  considerate  declarations,  that  ve- 
less  the  disk  formed  by  the  dilata-  '7  ''^^Se  quantities  of  blood  were 
tion  of  the  OS  uteri  be  as  broad  as  '^st  during  a  period  of  many 
a  crown  piece,  are  both  of  them  mo'itjis  ;  a"d  though,  with  the  ex- 
good  general  j)rinciples  of  prac-  ception  of  some  small  oedema  of 
tice,  and  ought  to  have  their  in-  the  legs,  there  were  no  signs  of 
fluence  ;  but  they  are  not  univer-  general  dropsy,  the  paleness,  cold- 
sal.  When  the  woman  is  utterly  "ess,  and  weakness,  and  the  fre- 
dead,  the  child  may  be  abstracted  q"ent  attacks  of  faintness,  or  com- 
notwithbtanding.  In  alarming  p'ete  delirium,  showed  pretty 
floodings,  it  is  often  safer  for  your  clearly  that  much  vascular  inani- 
reputalion  to  have  another  opinion.  ^'^'^  ^''<^^  l^een  produced.     In  other 

particulars,  the  patient's  condition 

W'as  not    altogether  discouraging  ; 

for  the  bowels  were  regular,  and 

Some  Account  of  a  Case  in  which  the    appetite     was    occasionally 

the  Uterus,  in  a  State  of  malig-  good;  and  the  appearance,  though 

nant  Ulceration,  was  successfully  cachectic,   and   perfectly  similar 

removed,  to  that  of  other  women  peridiing 

By  James  Blundell,  BI.D.  under  malignant  ulceration  of  the 

Lecturer  on  Physiology  and  Midwifery  in  UtcrUS,  Was  UOt  SUCh  as  tO  indicate 

the  School  of  Guy's  Hospital.  a  constitution  wholly  unfit  for  sur- 

SoME  notice  of  this  operation  has  al-  gical  operation, 

ready  been  published  in  this  Journal,  The  woman  having  been  under 


505  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

the  care  of  three  or  four  diflferent  usual  in  this  country,    (on  the  left 
practitioners  before   I    saw   her,  side  I  nieau,)  close  upon  the  edge 
I  deemed   it   proper   to  examine  of  the   bed,  with  the  loins   posie- 
immediately  with  great  attention;  riorly,    the    shoulders    advanced, 
when  I  found   that  the  womb  was  the  knees  and  bosom  mutual!}'  ap- 
moveable,  and  al)out  as   large  as  proximatod,  and  the  abdomen  di- 
a  goose's  egg — that  its  month  was  reeled  a  little  downwards  towards 
broad,  open,  and  of  cartilaginous  the  bed,  I  began  the  operation, 
hardness — that  it   manifested  the  First  Stage  of  the  Operation. — 
usual    marks   of  malignant  disor-  I  commenced  by  passing  the  index 
ganization,    in    which    also    about  and  second  tinger  of  the  left  hand 
one-tburlh  of  the  contiguous  vagi-  to  the  line  of  union  between  the 
na    was    involved  ;    and,    fnrther,  indurated  and  healthy    portions  of 
that  on  the  suiface  of  the  diseas-  the  vagina  ;  the  fino^er  being  con- 
ed   mass    was    formed   an    ulcer,  verted   into  a  cutting  instrument, 
about  as  broad  as  a  shilling.     The  (varying  with  the   exigencies  of 
adjacent  structures   appeared  to  the    operation,)    by    means    of    a 
be   healthy   enough — the   bladder  moveable  knife,  which  requires  a 
and    rectum   were   sound,  tbe  in-  word  or  two  of  description.     The 
guinal  glands  were   not  enlarged,  blade  of  this  knife,  not  unlike  that 
whence  it  was  ()resumed  that  the  of  a  dissecting  scalpel,  was  mount- 
lumbars   were   perhajis   healthy ;  ed    upon    a    long    slender    shank, 
the  ovaries   could   not  be  felt  to  which,  including  its  large  handle, 
exceed   their   ordinary   bulk,  and  was  about  eleven  inches  in  length; 
there   was  evidently  no   tangil)le  and  with  this  stem  the  blade  was 
enlargement  of  tiie  liver,  spleen,  united,  so   that  its  flat,  or  plane, 
kidneys,  or  omentum,  all  of  w  hich  formed  with  the  stem  an  angle  of 
weie   examined   with   ihe   nicest  15  or  20  degrees,     Tbe  first  and 
care.     The  breathing  was   easy  ;  second    fingers  of  the    left    hand 
the  pulse,  various  in  its  frequen-  then  being  in  the  back  of  the  va- 
cy,  ranged    between  115  and  120  gina,  contiguous  to   the  diseased 
in   the    minute  ;   and   the  patient,  mass,     as    before    observed,     by 
thnngh   certainly   very    much   de-  taking  the  stcfn-knife   in  my  right 
biliiated,    had   sulficient   remains  hand,  I  could    at  pleasure  lay  the 
of  strength   to  walk  to  my  house  flat  of  the  blade  upon  the  front  of 
(the  distance  of  a  furlong,)  though  these  fingers,  and  urge  the  point 
not  without  considerable  difficulty,  of  the  instrument  a   little  beyond 
To  be  short — it  seemed   clear  at  the  tip.     The   apex   of  the  fore- 
this   time,  that  the  case    was  ul-  finger   being   in  this    manner  con- 
cerated  carcinoma  of  the  uterus,  veited    into   a    cutting    point,   by 
as  it  is  called,  and  ihat  extirpation  little  and  little  I  gradually  work- 
was  the  only  remaining  remedy.  ed   my   way   through  the  back  of 
The  bowels  having  Ijcen  clear-  the   vagina,   toward   the   front  of 
ed,  and  the  patient  being  resolved  the   rectum,  so   as   to  enter   the 
to  submit  to  the  operation,  on  the  recto-vaginal  portion  of  the  peri- 
19th  of  February,  1828,  I  deter-  toneal    cavity,    frequently    vvith- 
niined    to    remove    the    diseased  drawing   the   stetn-scalpel,  so   as 
parts  without  further  delay.      For  to  place   the   point  within  the  tip 
this   purpose,   having   i)h\ced   the  of  the  finger,  and  then  making  ex- 
womaa  in  the  obstetric   position  araination   with  great   nicety,   in 
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order  to  ascertain  whether  the  healthy  portions  of  the  vagina  be- 
vagina  was  completely  perforat-  hind  became  com[letely  detached' 
ed,  minute  care  being  necessary  from  each  other,  by  a  transverse 
in  this  pari  of  the  operation  to  incision,  which  stretched  across 
avoid  wounding  the  front  of  the  the  vagina  between  the  roots  of 
intestine.  the  broad  ligaments  immediately 
Second  Stage  of  the  Operation. —  below  the  diseased  parts.  At 
A  small  aperture  having  been  this  time  the  intestines  could  be 
formed  in  this  manner,  in  the  back  felt  hanging  about  the  tips  of  the 
of  the  vagina,  through  this  open-  fingers;  but  the  blade  of  the  scal- 
ing the  first  joint  of  the  fore-tinger  pel  lying  on  the  finger,  in  which 
was  passed,  so  as  to  enlarge  it  a  it  was  as  it  were  imbedded,  the 
little  by  dilatation  and  slight  lace-  risk  of  a  wound,  whether  by  point 
ration  (safer  than  incision.)  This  or  edge,  was  completely  prevent- 
done,  and   a   cutting   edge    being  ed. 

communicated  to  the  finger,  by  Third  Stage  of  the  Operation. — 
placing  the  plane  of  the  blade  in  The  back  of  the  vagina,  then, 
such  a  manner  that  its  incisory  having  been  divided  in  this  man- 
edge  lay  slightly  advanced  beyond  ner,  1  urged  the  whole  of  the  left 
the  side  of  the  finger  now  lying  in  hand,  not  of  large  size,  into  the 
the  aperture,  after  drawing  the  vaginal  cavity — and  the  more  ea- 
point  of  the  instrument  within  the  sily  because  the  woman  had  borne 
tip  of  the  finger,  which  operated  children  ;  afterwards  passing  the 
as  a  guard,  I  proceeded  to  make  first  and  second  fingers  through 
an  incision  through  the  vagina  the  transverse  opening  along  the 
transversely,  that  is,  in  a  direc-  back  of  the  uterus — this  viscus 
tion  from  hip  to  hip  ;  for  this  pur-  lying,  as  usual,  near  the  brim  of 
pose  carrying  the  finger  with  its  the  pelvis,  with  its  mouth  back- 
cutting  edge,  from  the  opening  in  ward,  its  fundus  forward,  and  a 
the  vagina  already  made,  to  the  little  elevated  just  above  the  sym- 
root  of  the  broad  ligament  on  the  physis  pubis.  This  manoeuvre 
left  side,  so  as  to  make  one  large  premised,  under  full  protection 
aperture.  I  then  took  a  second  of  these  fingers,  now  lying  be- 
stem-scalpel,  formed  on  the  same  tween  the  womb  and  the  intes- 
model  as  the  preceding,  with  this  tine,  taking  a  double  hook,  mount- 
dilference,  that  the  incisory  edge  ed  on  a  stem  eleven  inches  long, 
lay  on  theother  side  of  the  blade;  I  passed  it  into  the  abdominal  ca- 
and  laying  this  instrument  on  the  vity,  through  the  transverse  aper- 
foie-fiiiger  as  before — in  such  a  ture,  along  the  surface  of  the 
manner,  however,  that  the  cutting  fi.gers  already  mentioned;  and 
e<.\iie  l;iy  forth  on  the  other  side  laying  it  front  of  them,  near  their 
of  the  finger,  (to  the  right  of  the  tips,  I  converted  these  fingers  in- 
pelvis,  I  mean,) — I  carried  the  to  a  sort  of  sentient  tenaculum, 
finger  thus  armed  from  the  mid-  which,  with  little  pain  to  the  pa- 
dle  of  the  vagina,  where  the  for-  tient,  I  pushed  into  the  back  of 
mer  incision  commenced,  to  the  the  womb,  near  the  fundus,  and 
root  of  the  broad  ligament  on  the  then  drawing  the  womb  downward 
right  side  ;  so  that,  at  the  end  of  and  backward,  towards  the  ptiint 
this,  which  was  the  second  step  of  the  os  cocygis,  as  I  car  lied  the 
of  the  operation,  the  diseased  and  fingers    upward    and    forward,    I 
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succeeded  ultimately   in  placing  were  in  readiness  to  secure  the 

the   tips  over   the  futulus   in  the  vessels,     but    these     were     not 

manner    of  a   blunt    hook  ;    after  required. 

which,  by  a   movement  of  retro-        The  intestines  were  felt  at  one 

version,     the     womb    was    very  time    only,    namely,    when    two 

speedily  brought  downwards  and  fingers  were  lying  out  through  the 

backwards,  into  tbe  palm  of  the  opening  in  the  vagina  behind.      Of 

left  hand,  then  lodging  in  tiie  va-  course   some   pain  was  felt  when 

gina,  where,  at   this   part   of  the  the   first   incisions   were    making, 

operation,  the  diseased  mass  might  and  when,  as  in  ordinary  obstetric 

be   seen   distinctly   enough,  1}  ing  operations,   the   hand  was   urged 

just  within  the  genital  fissure.  into  the  vagina  ;  but  the  principal 

Fourth  Stage  of  the  Operation. —  distress  was  occasioned  by  drawing 
The  process  of  removal  being  down  the  uterus,  when  the  retro- 
brought  to  this  point,  the  diseased  version  was  acconiplii^hcd,  and  tbe 
structure  still  in  the  palm  of  my  ligaments  were  put  upon  the 
hand,  remained  in  connexion  with  stretch. 

the  sides  of  the  pelvis,  by  tneans  The  pains  and  complaints 
of  the  fallopian  tubes  and  broad  scarcely  exceeded  those  observed 
ligaments,  and  with  the  bladder  in  instrumental  deliveries.  The 
by  means  of  the  pcitoneum,  tbe  patient  lay  in  the  ordinary  obste- 
front  of  the  vagina,  and  interposed  trie  position,  and  required  no  re- 
cellular  web, — parts  which  were  straint.  The  insertion  of  the  hook 
easily  divided,  so  as  to  liberate  into  the  back  of  the  uterus  did 
the  mass  to  be  removed.  Tbe  not  occasion  much  sufiering.  The 
broad  ligaments  were  cut  through,  operation,  from  first  to  last,  occu- 
close  upon  the  sides  of  the  uterus,  pied  about  an  hour,  but  much  of 
and  in  dividing  the  vagina  great  this  time  was  spent  in  reposing 
care  was  taken  to  keep  clear  of  and  considering  what  miglit  best 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  the  be  done.  Wilb  better  instruments, 
ureters.  This  division  of  these  and  greater  activity,  the  v\hole 
attachments,  and  the  removal  of  operation  might  most  probably 
the  diseased  mass,  constituted  the  be  completed  in  five  minutes.  In 
fourth  step  of  the  operation,  obstetrics,  however,  celerity  is 
Some  bits  of  indurated  vagina,  considered  to  be  in  itself  a  secoud- 
altogefher  not  larger  than  the  aiy  merit,  and  tbe  operation  was 
common  bean,  were  left  in  the  conducted  on  obstetric  princij)les. 
pelvis,  to  be  removed  at  some  The  general  range  of  the  pulse 
future  period,  should  symptoms  was  between  120  and  130,  a  fre- 
require.  This  fact  is  worth  quency  common  in  delivery  by  in- 
recording,  strunients. 

To  this  circumstantial  account  When  the  last  gush  of  blood 
of  the  operation  may  be  added  a  was  ol)served,  the  j)ulse  became 
few  remarks.  Tbe  intestines  did  imperceptible  in  the  wrist,  re- 
not  protrude.  About  an  ounce  of  turning  however  in  the  course  of 
blood  was  lost  when  the  back  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  A  few 
the  vagina  was  divided,  three  or  ounces  of  spirits  were  administer- 
four  more  ounces  following  when  ed  to  the  patient  as  the  operation 
the  vagina  uas  cut  in  front,  proceeded.  Throughout  the  pro- 
Ligatures,  tcnacula,  and  forceps,  cess   the   fore-finger   of  the  left 
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hand  was  the  principal  instrument,  closed  by  the  bladder,  which  lies 

and  the   scalpels  and  hooks  were  upon  it.     The  recovery  was  easy 

employed  merely  as  the  n)eans  of  enough,  but  as   the    details    may, 

arming  the   linger  for  its  various  perhaps,     be    deemed    desirable, 

operations.        The      professional  they  shall  be  communicated  at  an 

friends  who  favored  me  with  their  early   opportunity.       The  patient 

presence    were,    Dr.    Elliotson,  had    been    ill    for    eight    or    nine 

Mr.    Callaway,  Mr.    B.   Cooper,  months   before  the  operation  was 

Mr.  Key,  and   Mr.  Morgan.      An  performed. 

accident  deprived  me  of  the  pre-  

sence  and  assistance  of  my  friend  jy 
Dr.  Roots.     The   operation   was 
not  undertaken  at  a  venture,  but 
in  conformity  with  certain  princi- 
ples laid  down  in  two  papers  read  (j^^^^  ^j  Extra-  Uterine  Fcetation,  in 
before     the     Medico-Chirurgical  which  the  Fcetus  remained  in  the 
Society  ;  the  first  of  them  in  the  Mdomcn  Forty  Years. 
year    1819,  and   the   last    in   the  ^^                ,,  t^      r 
year   1S23.      The  latter,   which  By  Henry  Lee  Heiskell,  M.D.  of 

was   not   published,   contains   the  ' 

proposals  for  other  abdominal  ope-  The  following  case   occurred   in 

rations.     The  fundamental  princi-  the   poor-house    of  the   parish   of 

pies  of  these  operations,  as  there  Frederick,  in  Virginia, 

stated,  are  rested  upon  numerous  Venus   Collins,    a   colored   wo- 

observations  made  upon  the  human  man,  late  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 

body,  and  a  sufficient   number   of  phia,    became  pregnant  with   her 

experiments  upon  brutes.   Should  seventh  child,  which  she  bore  un- 

the  case  here  narrated   come  be-  til  her  death,  which   occurred   in 

fore    the  eyes    of  the    public,    I  .  the  summer  of  1825.     As  near  as 

hope  it    may  tend  to  diminish  any  co(}ld  be  ascertained   by  a   refer- 

unreasonable     prejudices    against  ence  to  the  records  of  the  clerk's 

experiments   and   experimenters,  office,  and  the  statements  of  her 

The  feeling   is   respectable,    but  fellow-servants,  one  of  whom  was 

by  the  designing  it  may  be  misdi-  her  daughter-in-law,  she  was  from 

rected.       In   Lisfranc's  operation  seventy  to  seventy-five  years   of 

I  conceive   there    must    be   some  age,  and  carried  the  foetus   forty 

misapprehension.       I  think  I   run  years.       During   this    period,  and 

no  risk  in  saying,  that   by  his  me-  in  particular  the  latter  part  of  it, 

thod  of  procedure,   as  understood  she     enjoyed     remarkably     good 

here,  what  the   English  accouch-  health  for  one  in  her  situation,  be- 

eur  means  by  cancer  of  the  uterus,  ing  only  occasionally  incommoded 

must  frequently  be  iiremoveable.  by  a  sense  of  weight  and  bearing 

It  is   now  five  (nonths  since  the  down  in  her  right  side,  which  was 

parts    were    extir|)ated,   and   the  sometimes  accompanied   by  slight 

patient  is  fat  and  well,  and  designs  pain.       In  the    early  part   of  her 

to  return  to  her  husband.      The  in-  pregnancy,  she  had  hydropic  efil'u- 

terception  of  the  access   to    the  sions,    for   which    she    underwent 

ovaries    is   a    complete   security  the  operation  of  paracentesis  ab- 

against    extra-uterine    impregna-  dominis.     She  had  no  show  of  the 

lion.      The  head  of  the  vagina  is  menses  after  this  period,  nor  did 
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she   afterwards    conceive    again,  parts  of  the   foetus,  particularly 

Forseverai  years  before  lier  death,  the     superior    part    of  the    right 

the    iiifirinjties    atteiidaijt    on   old  thigh,  a  foetus,  perfect  in  its  form 

age,  and  the  difficulties  of  provid-  and  configuration,  was.  presented, 

ing  for  iiersolf,  rendered  her  re-  having    apparently   gone   liie  full 

moval  to   the  poor-house  necessa-  period  of  utero-gestation.     Its  po- 

ry,  where  she  remained  until  her  sition   in   the   sac  exactly  reseoi- 

death,  which  happened  in  conse-  bled  that  of  a  foetus  in  utero  ;  hav- 

quence  of  an  attack  of  dysentery,  ing  the  chin  resting  upon  the  chest 

A   post  mortem  examination  of  in  such   a  manner   that  !he   face 

her  body  was  conducted   by  Drs.  looked  towards  the  left  side  ;  the 

A.  S.    Baldwin   and   Holliday,    in  trunk    was   incurvated,    the    legs 

presence   of  several  medical  stu-  bent  upon  the   thighs,    the   thighs 

dents.      On  making  a  crucial  inci-  upon  the  pelvis  and  abdomen,  the 

sion  through   the  parietes  of  the  feet  crossed,  and  the  arras  folded 

abdomen,    and   turning    back   the  between  the  head  and  knees.  Ow- 

flaps,    a    large    bony    tumor    was  ing  to   the  firm    pressure   of  the 

found    in  the   lower  part   of  the  sac,   the  abdomen  and  lower  part 

epigastric  region,  inclining  rather  of  the  chest  received  the  impres- 

to  the  right  side,  and  firmly  agglu-  sion  of  the  arms  and  thigiis  ;   and 

tinated  in  front  to  the  parietes  of  the  latter,  in  turn,  from  the  same 

the  abdomen,  and   behind   to   the  cause,  were  somewhat  flattened, 

small  intestines.       The  only  mor-  The  weight  of  the  foetus,  di- 

bid    appearances  of  the    viscera  vested  of  its  covering,  was  three 

presenting,  were  a  diminished  size  pounds    and    three-quarters,    and 

of  the  uterus,   and  an  obliteration  measured,  in  its  contracted  state, 

of  the  fallopian  tubes  :  the  ovaria  eleven    inches    and     one-half    in 

were  not  to  be  fouiul.  length.       So  faultless  was  every 

The  tumor  itself  was  of  an  ob-  limb  and  feature,  (with  the  ex- 
long  form,  which,  when  removed  ception  of  the  above  stated,)  that 
from  its  attachments,  weighed  not  one  of  them  presented  an  ex- 
four  pounds  and  six  ounces.  The  ception  worthy  of  special  remark, 
envelop  formed  a  perfect  bony  The  general  aspect,  however,  of 
hermetically  sealed  sac,  on  all  the  foetus,  bore  evident  marks  of 
sides,  but  lather  thin  at  the  part  age^  (if  the  remark  might  not  be 
corresponding  to  the  anus  ;  for,  considered  a  contradiction.)  The 
when  considerable  pressure  was  muscles  and  integuments  were 
made  in  the  direction  of  its  short  firmer  and  more  consistent  than  in 
diameter,  a  few  drops  of  dark  the  natural  state,  and  the  latter 
fluid  made  their  way  through  the  were  very  generally  ossified,  ex- 
covering,  cept  those   portions  which  were 

The  substance   of   the   sac    or  covered    by    the    foldings    of  the 

covering  was  of  an  ossific  nature,  arms  and  thighs  :  consequently  the 

of  a  dirty-white    or  cream  color,  integuments  which  partook  of  the 

varying  from  two  to  three  lines  in  ossific    chaiacter   had   a  decided 

thickness,  and  so  resisting,  that  it  preponderance    over    the     parts 

required   not   only   a  strong  knife  which  did  not  take  on  a  change  of 

for   its   division,  but   also   a  very  structure.      The  pericranium  was 

considerable  degree  of  strength.  entirely  in  an   ossified  state,  over 

On    removing    the    sac,   which  which   some   traces  of  hair  were 

had  formed  adhesions   to  several  discernible,    and  the  remains    of 
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Ihe  eyelashes  were  distinctly  per-  be  nflfortlecl,  to  perform  the  ope- 

ceptible.  ration  of  laiyngotoiny.     Resj)ira- 

On  examining  the   contents  of  tion  was  at  this  ticne  wheezing  and 

the    cranium,   thorax,   and    abdo-  laborious.       On   looking  into  the 

men,    the   following  appearances  mouth,   the    epiglottis    was    seen 

were  noticed  ; — Tlie  brain  was  a  thicUened,  fauces  generally  swol- 

soft   pulpy  mass  of  an   ash   color,  len,    though  clean.       Pulse    120, 

presenting  nothing  very  remarka-  with  thirst  and  foul  tongue., 

ble  in  its  appearance.     The  con-  An  incision,  one  inch  and  a  half 

tents   of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  in  length,  was   made  perpendicu- 

weie  in  a  singular  state   of  pre-  larly  through  the  integuments  over 

servation,  as  perfect  as  those  of  a  the  larynx.      Dr.  Cow  per  says  in 

stillborn  child  ;  nothing   of  decay  his  report,  that  at  this  part  of  the 

or  putrefaction  could  be  discover-  operation  a  small   vein  appeared, 

ed  in  any    poition  of  them.      The  which  was  pushed  aside  with  the 

meconium  had  the  usual  dark  ap-  handle  of  the  scalpel.   The  branch 

pearance  and  consistence.       The  of    the    superior    thyroid,    which 

tongue  was  firm  and  ash-colored  ;  passes    into   the   larynx   between 

and  the  nails  of  the  toes    and    tin-  the  cricoid  and  thyroid  cartilages, 

gei's    perfect.       There    were    no  was  shortly   afterwards  cut,   and 

traces   of  umbilical  chord  or  pla-  poured  out  a  considerable  quantity 

centa. — Lancet.  of    blood.        The    operator    was 

_,            .   _            ...        ,  .  ,    ,  searching   for  the    month    of   the 

Cases   of  Laryngitis  in  which  the  ^^^^g,  ^^.-^^^  ^^-^  tenaculum,  when 

Ope^'ation   oj  Lanjngotomij  was  j,^^        jj^^^^  ^^.^^   ^^-^^^    ^^,Uh    ^o 

ptrformecl,    at   the   Glasgow   Li-  violent  an  attack  of  dyspnoea,  as  to 

A'''"'""2/-  threaten  death.      The  crico-thy- 

This  operation  was  performed  on  rcid    membrane    was,    therefore, 

two   patients  during   the    winter,  immediately  cut,  without  waiting 

and,  in  one  of  the  cases,  twice  on  to  secure  the   artery,  and  a  wire 

the  same  individual   successfully,  introduced   to   draw  asunder   the 

by  Dr.  John  Cowper,  one   of  the  lips   of  the  wound.       The  vessel 

senior  surgeons.  ceased   to   bleed.       The   patient 

Samuel  Henderson,  a  man  who,  was  almost  instantaneously  re- 
in appearance,  might  be  30,  was  lieved.  On  the  7th  I  did  not  see 
admitted  into  the  Medical  Wards,  the  patient,  but  the  report  states, 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Brown,  that  he  had  passed  a  good  night  ; 
with  laryngitis,  about  the  begin-  pulse  120.  He  went  on  gradually 
ning  of  March.  The  usual  treat-  improving  till  the  10th,  when  the 
ment  was  pursued  ;  he  was  bled,  wound  was  found  closed  with  mu- 
blistered,  had  diajihoretics,  but  cus.  He  breathed  easily,  howe- 
with  only  occasional  relief.  On  ver,  through  the  larynx,  without 
the  morning  of  the  6th  of  March,  apparently  suffering  the  smallest 
he  had  a  severe  attack  of  orthop-  uneasiness.  On  the  11th  the  wire 
noea,  threatening  snifocation.  His  was  withdrawn,  and  the  edges  pf 
face  was  livid,  and  pulse  not  to  be  the  wound  brought  together  by 
felt.  A  consultation  was  held  in  adhesive  plaster. 
the  course  of  the  forenoon,  when  Every  symptom  of  the  disease 
it  was  resolved,  to  prevent  such  a  had,  to  all  appearance,  subsided  ; 
return  of  the  disease  as  might  the  wound  had  closed,  and  was 
cause  death  before   relief  could  going  on  favorably  the  morning  of 
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the  30th.  At  half  past  11,  A.  M. 
on  that  day,  he  had  a  rigor,  fol- 
Jowed  by  violent  orthopnoea.  At 
1,  P.  M.  a  consultation  was  held 
by  the  attending  surgeons,  and,  in 
their  opinion,  laryngotoaiy  was 
again  necessary.  It  was  accord- 
ingly perfornied,  by  opening  the 
cicatrix  of  the  former  wound.  It 
was  followed  by  immediate  relief. 
During  the  day,  six  grains  of  calo- 
mel, and  three  of  opium,  were 
given  hiiu  ;  ten  leeches  were  also 
applied  to  the  right  side  of  the 
larynx,  to  which  part  he  princi- 
pally referred  his  uneasiness.  On 
the  31st,  his  pulse  was  84,  with 
severe  pain  on  right  side  of  the 
larynx  on  pressure.  Leeches 
were  again  ordered. 

R.  Submur.  hydrar.  ^r.  ij. ; 

Piilv.  opii,  gr.  ss.  ;   M.  ft.  pil.  ter 
in  die  sumenda. 

April  1.  Pulse  still  84.  He  had 
passed  a  good  night,  and  complain- 
ed less  of  the  pain  in  right  side  of 
the  larynx,  but  had  a  severe  cough, 
for  which  he  was  ordered  the 
common  mucilaginous  mixture, 
anrl  to  continue  the  pills. 

3.  The  pills  were  this  day  dis- 
continued. He  continued  gradu- 
ally to  improve,  and  every  symp- 
tom of  danger  having  disappeared, 
the  wire  was  removed  on  the 
lOlh,  and  a  silver  tube  inserted 
in  its  place.  Till  the  25th,  there 
was  little  or  no  variation  in  the 
treatment.  The  patient's  health 
had  considerably  suffered  from 
confinement  ;  it  was  therefore 
necessary  to  give  him  tonics.  At 
this  time  he  breathed  freely 
through  the  larynx,  the  tube  be- 
in<r  filled  with  mucus.  The  left 
submaxillary  gland  was  considera- 
bly enlarged,  from  the  irritation 
consequent  on  the  presence  of  the 
foreign  body.  Eight  leeches  were 
applied  to  it. 

May   27.     Since   last   report, 


there  has  been  scarcely  any 
change,  saving  in  the  inflamed 
gland,  which  has  suppurated.  The 
tube  was  removed,  and  the  wound 
dressed  with  simple  dressings. 
The  patient  breathed  freely 
through  the  larynx,  and  appeared 
to  be  rather  improving  in  health. 
June  4.  He  was  dismissed  to- 
day, though  the  swelling  on  the 
left  side  of  the  neck  was  still 
considerable.  The  wound  looked 
healthy.  He  was  directed  to  go 
into  the  country. 

William  Lim])itlaw,  weaver, 
aetat.  50  ;  November  7,  1827. 
The  difficulty  of  breathing  in 
this  patient  had  been  gradually 
increasing  for  six  weeks  previ- 
ous to  his  admission,  but  during 
the  preceding  eight  days  it  had 
become  violent.  The  only  treat- 
ment had  been  a  blister  applied 
over  the  pained  part  of  the 
throat. 

He  was  immediately  ordered 
some  leeches  to  the  throat,  with 
a  dose  of  calomel  and  opium, 
which  the  consulting  surgeons 
thought  would  abate  the  vio- 
lence of  the  symptoms.  The 
relief,  if  any,  was  but  tempora- 
ry, for  at  9,  P.  M.  he  was  seized 
with  so  violent  a  fit  of  dyspnoea, 
that  it  became  necessary  to  per- 
form laryngotomy.  A  wire  was 
inserted,  as  in  the  preceding 
case,  and  fastened  by  j)ieces  of 
tape,  which  were  carried  round 
the  neck,  so  as  to  evert  the  edges 
of  the  wound,  and  atford  a  free 
passage  for  respiration. 

November  14.  Every  thing 
went  on  favorably  in  this  pa- 
tient, saving  a  fit  of  dyspnoea  on 
the  12th,  from  accidental  de- 
rangement of  the  wire.  To-day, 
liow^ever,  an  ulcerated  perfora- 
tion in  the  velum  pendulum  pa- 
lati  was  observed,  for  which  a 
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solution  of  3iv.  nitrate  of  s»ilvcr 
in  an  ounce  of  water,  was  order- 
ed to  be  applied  with  a  pencil, 
daily.  On  the  19th  the  ulcer 
had  not  extended  :  to-day  was 
seized  with  a  s^evere  purging,  for 
whi(  h  he  was  ordered  castor  oil 
and  opium. 

20.  Omitt.  lotio. 
R.  Si)!|)li.  cupri,  gr.  x. 

Aquae,    2'j-5    solve    pro    lotio 
fancib. 

21.  The  purging  was  gone. 
He  was  ordered  a  hlue  pill  every 
evening,  and  to  continue  the 
lotion. 

28.  As  the  symptoms  of  the 
disease  had  now  in  a  great  mea- 
sure disappeared,  the  wire  was 
withdrawn,  but  he  breathed  so 
laboriously,  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  replace  it  immedi- 
ately. Cont.  lotio.  ;  cap.  pil. 
hydrar.  1,  o.  n. 

December  6.  The  same  expe- 
riment was  tried,  and  though  he 
breathed  easier  throutvh  the  la- 
rynx than  at  the  preceding  trial, 
the  edges  of  the  wound  being 
brought  together  by  adhesive 
plaster,  respiration  was  still  too 
laborious  to  admit  of  the  wire 
being  removed. 

18.  The  experiment  was  re- 
peated, but  after  breathing  ten 
minutes  with  apparent  ease,  he 
was  se  zed  with  a  sudtlen  fit  of 
dyspnoea,  and  the  wire  was  again 
introduced- 

This  patient  was  dismissed 
early  in  May,  breathing  through 
a  tube*  with  ease,  l)ut,  as  might 
be  expected,  nnable  to  articulate. 
From  December,  till  the  time  of 
his  dismissal,  the  only  circum- 
stances interrupting  the  proj^ress 
of  his  I'ecovery,  were  the  injec- 

*  This  was  substiUiled  in  the  place  of 
the  wire,  as  the  granulations,  notwilh- 
standing  the  presence  of  the  foreign  body, 
had  become  so  abundant  as  to  threaten 
closure  of  the  aperture. 


tion  of  a  hydrocele,  and  a  slight 
attack  of  fever,  approaching  in 
its  tyj)e  to  the  intermittent,  to 
which  he  had  become  sul)ject, 
since  serving  as  a  soldier  some 
twelve  years  before  in  Malta.  It 
disappeared  in  a  few  days,  un- 
der the  use  of  the  svdj)hate  of 
quinine,  and  extract  of  cinchona. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  OCT.  21,  1828, 

On  Monday,  the  6th,  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  was  visited 
by  the  venerable  patriarch  of  the 
medical  art,  Dr.  Holyoke,  of  Salem, 
now  over  one  hundred  years  of  age. 
He  carefully  examined  every  part  of 
the  Institution,  and  made  occasional 
comments  thereon.  The  improve- 
ments in  surgical  instruments  excited 
his  particular  attention  ;  and  after 
being  informed  of  the  mode  of  using 
them,  he  was  much  gratified  at  the 
changes  which  had  been  made.  Ex- 
amining various  patients  with  frac- 
tured limbs,  he  commended  the  po- 
sition in  which  they  were  placed, 
and  advised  that  in  fractures  of  the 
legs  the  limb  should  be  somewhat 
elevated, — stated  a  case  of  fracture 
of  both  bones  of  the  leg,  placed  in 
this  position,  in  which,  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks,  while  the  dressings  were 
off,  the  patient  slipped  out  of  bed 
and  got  on  his  legs,  while  the  Doctor 
turned  round  a  little.  The  warm 
and  cold  baths,  the  sea  water  and 
sulphur  baths,  each  attracted  his  at- 
teiuion.  fie  examined  minutely  the 
arrangement  made  for  the  comfort 
of  patients  with  broken  limbs  in  the 
particular  construction  of  their  beds. 
The  culinary  apparatus  ;  that  for 
cleansing,  washing  and  drying 
clothes  ;  the  mode  of  supplying  the 
establishment  with  water  ;  and  the 
apothecaries'  department,  all  under- 
went his  observation.  After  com- 
pleting his  investigation,  on  taking 
leave,  he  said  to  the  visiting  com- 
mittee, "  I  find  everything  here  in 
beautiful  order;  I  know  not  how  it 
could  be  improved." 
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We  reorret  to  announce  tho  death, 
on  Sunrliiy,  tlip  12lli  iiist.,  of  Jamks 
P.  Chvplin,  M.D.  of  C  uubridge- 
port,  an  eminent  member  of  llie  pro- 
fession. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Oct.  10.  ai  noon. 

Oct.  4.  Henry  R.  D.  Gray,  17  mo. 

5.  Perry  H.  Wenlworth,  14 
Daughter  of  Henry  Curtis,  3 
Mirliael  Finn,  2  yrs. 

6.  James   Riley,  56 
Maria  (Jodfrey,  23 
John  Hart,  40 
Ann  Esiiier  Emmes,  12  mo. 
Lydia  P.  Tolman,  12 

7.  Charles  Hullard,jr.  8 
Lucinda  iVIoore,  12 
William  Lansley,  46  yrs. 

8.  Lewis  Wriffht,  21  mo. 
George  Murdock,  11 
William   Henry  Howe,  20  yrs. 
A  man  (name  unknown) 

9.  Thomas  Dawes,  45 
10.   John  Keyes,  40 

Elizabeth  Watts,  88 

William  H.  Wright,  14  days. 

Apoplexy,  I — brain    fever,  1 — cholera,  1 

convulsions,  3 — consumption,  1 — canker,  1 — 
canker  in  the  bowels,  2 — drowned,  1 — dysen- 
tery, 1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1  — fever  and  a'^ue, 
1— inflammation  in  the  bowels,  1 — lung  fever, 
1 — old  age,  1 — teething,  1 — unknown,  1. 
Males,  14— females,  6.  Stillborn,!.  Total,  21. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PRIZE  D1SSERTATI0I«7 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meelin*  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Meflical  Society  in  18-7, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"  Rf.ioh-ed.,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing; 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  pi fty  doi,i,ars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Disserlation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting-  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 


cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  ol  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  thej 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
In  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosea  to  re- 
ceive arid  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  (or  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Air. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Commitiee  ;  oner 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

Jt)H:N  C.  WARIIE.N,       ) 

ZA151)1I:L  B.  AUAMS,    \  Committee. 

JOH.N    VVARt:,  ) 

A  dissertation  marked  '■'■Fans  et  Orisro 
Mali.;'''  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  of  newspapers  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9. 

Some  persons  having  believed  that  the 
premium  offered  by  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 
lor  the  best  dissertation  on  intemperance, 
is  to  be  confined  to  the  members  of  the 
Society,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
above  named  premium  is  open  to  all  who 
may  incline  to  become  candidates  for  it. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  k.  JOHN  HE.NSH^WV  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  W'liprf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.       •  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

TTlHlS  day  published  by  LJenjamin  Per- 
I  kins  &  ('o.  Lectures  on  ^natomy,^ 
Surgery.!  and  Pathology.,  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases., — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22,  1828. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  pontpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

On  certain  Methods  of  treating 
Acute  and  Chronic  Inflamma- 
tions of  the  Eye^  lately  adopted 
at  the  Royal  fVestminster  Oph- 
thalmic Hospital. 

By  G,  J.  Guthrie,  F.R.S,  Professor 
ofAnat.  and  Surg,  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  &c.  &c. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  London  Medical  and 
Ph ijsical  Jour na I . 

Gentlemen, — In  transmitting  to 
you  the  accompanying  cases,  il- 
lustrative of  certain  methods  of 
treating  chronic  inflammation  of 
the  eye,  I  do  not  intend  to  notice 
at  present  the  various  trials  v.  hich 
have  been  made  during  the  last 
eighteen  months,  in  order  to  ar- 
rive at  the  mode  of  proceeding 
now  adopted.  It  will  be  sufficient 
to  say,  that  in  no  instance  has  any 
evil  resulted  from  the  remedies 
employed  ;  whilst  in  most  cases 
they  have  been  eminently  service- 
able. The  principle  on  which 
they  have  been  used  has  been 
that  of  exciting  an  action  greater, 
and  of  a  different  nature,  to  that 
S7 


already  existing  in  the  part,  and 
therefore  they  must  have  been 
powerful  in  their  effects.  I  have 
found  them  most  manageable  in 
the  shape  of  ointments,  and  I  give 
the  preference  to  the  two  follow- 
ing :— 

1.  R.  Argeiiti  Kitratis,  gr.  ij.  ad 
gr.  X.  ;  Liq.  Phinibi  Subacet.  gtt.  xv. ; 
Ung.  Cetacei   3j. 

2.  R.  Hydr.  Oxymur.  gr.  iij.  ad 
iv. ;  Liq.  Plumbi  Subacet.  gtt,  xv.  ; 
Ung.  Cetacei  3j. 

The  Argentum  Nitratum,  and 
Oxymuriate  of  Mercury,  must  be 
reduced  first  to  an  impalpable 
powder,  then  mixed  with  the 
ointment  on  a  slab,  and  the  Liquor 
Plumbi  added.  It  may  be  done 
in  a  glass  mortar.  A  double  de- 
composition takes  place  in  either 
ointment,  which  naturally  dimi- 
nishes the  strength  of  each  ;  but 
this  change  takes  place  slowly, 
particularly  in  the  oxymuriate 
ointment,  so  that  weeks  elapse 
before  they  become  inert.  A 
very  sensible  difference  is  felt  by 
the  patient  between  an  ointment 
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Oi\\y  two  days  made,  and  another 
of  two  or  three  weeks'  standisig, 
and  the  stimulating  qualities  may 
be  calculated  according  to  the 
state  of  the  eye,  as  well  as  the 
strength  of  the  composition.  The 
argentum  nitratum  ointment  is 
grey  when  iirst  made,  but  soon 
changes  its  color  to  a  brownish 
black.  If  the  argentum  nitratum 
be  mixed  with  the  ung.  cetacei 
(as  I  once  used  it,)  witiiout  the 
liquor  plumbi,  it  dissolves  more 
rapidly;  when  used,  the  powdered 
nitrate  falls  into  the  fold  of  the 
conjunctiva,  or  rests  on  the  lid, 
and  is  apt  to  cause  a  slough,  which 
is  prevented  by  adding  the  lead. 

The  manner  of  using  either 
ointment  is  by  introducing  between 
the  lids  a  portion,  larger  or  smaller 
as  the  case  may  seem  to  require 
it,  from  the  size  of  a  large  pin's 
head  to  that  of  a  garden  pea. 
Tiie  eyelids  being  closed,  are  to 
be  rubbed  gently  with  the  ringer, 
so  as  to  diffuse  the  dissolving 
ointment  over  the  whole  surface 
of  tiie  conjunctiva  :  a  part  of  it 
usually,  however,  works  out  by 
the  motion  of  the  lids,  and  should 
be  wiped  off  (if  the  nitrate  of 
silver,)  to  prevent  its  staining  the 
skin.  Both  ointments  cause  pain; 
in  some  persons  it  is  considerable, 
in  others  less  so,  lasting  from  half 
an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half  : 
and  when  the  ointment  is  newly 
made,  sometimes  for  tour  hours, 
and  even  until  the  next  day.  On 
the  subsidence  of  the  pain  caused 
by  the  ointment,  that  which  pre- 
viously existed  is  found  to  be  re- 
lieved, if  not  entirely  removed  ; 
and,  on  the  subseijuent  day,  ihe 
patient  usually  acknowledges  the 
benetit  he  has  leceived  with  re- 
gard to  all  the  symptoms.  When 
the  application  has  been  severe, 
and   the  patient  very  irritable,  a 


state  resembling  white  chemosis 
occasionally  takes  place,  and  ap- 
pears formidable  to  a  person  un- 
acquainted with  the  effect  of  the 
remedy  :  it  soon,  however,  sub- 
sides. The  eye  should  be  fo- 
mented with  warm  anodyne  fo- 
mentations. 

I  rarely  repeat  the  application 
until  the  third  day  ;  but  the  feel- 
ings of  the  patient  are  the  best 
guide,  the  return  of  some  of  the 
old  sensations  indicating  the  ne- 
cessity for  its  use,  which  should 
be,  if  possible,  anticipated.  In 
some  cases  of  acute  inflammation, 
two  or  three  applications  will  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  a  serious  dis- 
ease, and  effect  a  cure.  In 
chronic  cases,  the  ointment  must 
be  continued  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  occasionally  alternated 
with  other  remedies.  Where 
they  create  a  state  of  regularly 
increased  irritation,  as  they  some- 
times will  do,  cupping,  purgatives, 
&c.  are  of  service  ;  when  the  re- 
medies may  again  be  resorted 
to. 

In  the  various  trials  I  have 
made  with  these  applications,  and 
others  of  a  similar  nature,  I  have 
generally  used  purgatives,  some- 
times mildly,  sometimes  severely; 
and  very  often  serious  complaints 
have  been  treated  successfully 
without  any  internal  jnedicine. 
In  some  cases  they  disagree  alto- 
gether, but  then  it  is  when  they 
are  called  upon  to  do  that  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  expected 
from  them.  I  do  not  consider 
them  as  specifics  for  all  diseases, 
but  as  lemedies  capable  of  doing 
an  infinity  of  good  uniler  proper 
management. 

In  the  following  cases  I  have 
suppressed  the  names  of  the  dif- 
ferent gentlemen  whose  care  the 
patients  had  been  under.    It  mast, 
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however,  be  understood  they  were 
all  acquainted  with,  and  professing 
a  knowledge  of,  this  branch  of 
surgery.  To  those  unacquainted 
with  it,  it  may  appear  strange 
that  persons  who  have  been  shown 
to  be  curable  should  remain  so 
many  years  under  the  best  care, 
both  in  and  out  of  hospital,  with 
so  little  amendment.  Nothing  is, 
however,  more  common;  and  that 
persons  laboring  under  diseases  of 
this  nature  should  require  from 
twelve  to  twenty  months  in  hos- 
pital before  an  approach  to  a  cure 
is  accomplished,  the  minutes  of 
the  Ophthalmic  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  will  abundant- 
ly testify.  This  fact  will  be  a 
sufficient  apology  for  the  different 
trials  which  have  been  made,  and 
for  those  which  may  yet  be  made, 
in  order  to  discover  better  and 
speedier  modes  of  cure. 

Case  I. — Maria  Courage,  aged 
fifteen,  has  had  her  eyes  bad  for 
five  years,  so  as  scarcely  to  be 
able  to  see  her  way,  and  was 
frequently  confined  to  the  house 
for  months  together  ;  was  under 
the  care  of  a  gentleman  professing 
a  knowledge  of  diseases  of  the 
eye  for  about  three  years,  going 
to  him  three  times  a  week  ;  was 
recommended  by  Mr.  Furnival, 
of  Westminster,  to  Mr.  Guthrie, 
on  the  9th  of  January,  1828,  and 
has  attended  sometimes  twice  and 
sometimes  once  a  week  since  that 
period. 

On  her  first  application,  the 
conjunctiva  of  the  palpebrae  was 
thickened  and  granulated  ;  that  of 
the  eyeball  loaded  with  tortuous 
red  vessels  ;  the  cornea,  very 
opaque,  having  red  vessels  run- 
ning in  it,  and  several  small  ulcers 
on  various  parts  of  it  ;  the  cica- 
trices of  others  which  had  healed 


were  very  obvious  ;  great  intole- 
rance of  light.  The  Unguentum 
Argenti  Nitrat.  was  applied  the 
first  day,  and  has  been  repeat- 
ed whenever  she  attended,  save 
once,  when,  from  having  caught 
a  little  cold,  it  was  omitted.  The 
only  internal  medicine  she  has 
taken  during  this  period  has  been 
senna  and  salts  about  once  a  fort- 
night. 

She  found  benefit  from  the  first 
application,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
first  month  was  greatly  relieved'. 
She  considers  herself  to  have  been 
well  the  last  two  months,  although 
she  has  continued  to  attend.  At 
present  the  only  appearances  of 
derangement  are  several  small 
spots,  the  cicatrices  of  ulcers  on 
the  cornea,  which  cannot  be  en- 
tirely removed. 

Case  II.  by  the  Patient. 

The  last  week  in  April,  1822, 
I  was  sitting  at  work,  a  window 
being  open  over  my  head,  a  cold 
hazy  day,  the  wind  at  north-east. 
(I  mention  this  circumstance  to 
explain  that  I  have,  since  that 
period,  invariably  experienced  a 
relapse  when  the  weather  was 
similar.)  Sitting  as  above  de- 
scribed, I  caught  cold  in  my  left 
eye,  and  had  a  sensation  as  if  sand 
had  been  in  it.  In  two  days  it 
became  swollen  and  closed  ;  the 
ball  appeared  a  mass  of  blood. 
I  was  advised  to  apply  to  Mr. 
:  I  waited  on  him  according- 
ly. The  fifth  time  of  attendance, 
he  told  me  I  had  lost  my  eye  :  he 
scarified  the  under  lid,  gave  me 
a  pill,  and  sent  me  home.  By 
going  to  this  institution  I  heard  (5f 
you.  I  waited  on  you  the  next 
day  :  you  pronounced  it  was  an 
iiitis,  and  remarked  it  was  not  so 
far  gone  but  might  be  restored; 
by   good   fortune   I  made  timely 
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application  to  you.  You  ordered 
nie  to  lose  six  ounces  of  blood 
from  the  temple  by  cupping  ;  to 
take  two  small  pills  every  two 
hours,  which  caused  a  heavy  sa- 
livation in  two  days,  a  sore  mouth 
upwards  of  three  weeks,  which 
did  away  that  great  mischief,  and 
saved  my  eye  from  total  destruc- 
tion. 

In  about  five  weeks  after,  the 
inflammation  was  communicated 
to  the  right  eye,  and  ever  since  it 
has  been  the  most  troublesome 
and  painful,  always  most  suscep- 
tible of  catching  cold.  The  in- 
flammation abated,  and  relapsed 
from  tiu^e  to  time  ;  the  lids  be- 
came granulated.  I  was  rubbed 
vvilh  the  sulphate  of  copper  three 
times  a  week  successively  for 
two  years,  using  various  kinds  of 
drops,  repeated  cupping  and  blis- 
tering, pills,  &c.  I  was  rubbed 
with  alum  and  sulphate  of  copper 
occasionally  for  another  year, 
which  eventually  closed  the  eye- 
lids, the  sight  gradually  diminish- 
ing all  the  time.  At  length  I 
could  not  see  my  way,  nor  discern 
any  object  distinctly,  until  the  last 
five  or  six  weeks,  the  stimulating 
ointment  (Ung.  Arg.  Nit.)  had 
the  happy  effect  of  clearing  the 
apparently  muddy  fog  that  so  long 
embarrassed  my  sight.  I  can  now 
see  every  surrounding  object  quite 
distinctly.  P.  J.  Walsh. 

Case  III. — Thomas  Walsh,  ad- 
mitted a  patient  at  the  Royal 
Westminster  Ophthalmic  Hospi- 
tal, March  23d,  1828;  says  he 
has  had  bad  eyes  more  than  five 
years.      Has  been  under  the  care 

of   Mr.  three    months,   and 

subsefiuently  under  Mr. nine 

months ;  when  Mr.  said  he 

need  not  attend  him  any  longer, 
as  he  could  do  no  Diore  for  him  ; 


that  he  might  perhaps  derive  some 
benefit  from  an  issue  under  each 
eye,  but  that  he  would  not  pro- 
mise any  great  amendment. 
Walsh  would  not  submit  to  the 
issues  without  the  prospect  of  a 
cure,  and  left  the  institution  in 
consequence.  He  then  consulted 
several  practitioners,  was  under 
some  two,  others  three  months, 
but  found  no  relief.  After  this 
he  applied  to  several  quacks  and 
advertisers,  with  as  little  effect. 
He  then  allowed  two  months  to 
pass  over  without  doing  anything, 
when  he  heard  of  Mr.  Guthrie, 
and  applied  here  in  consequence. 
On  his  admittance,  there  was 
much  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
cornea  and  sclerotica,  both  irides 
irregularly  contracted,  the  right 
cornea  very  opaque,  and  consider- 
able tarsal  inflammation. 

Treatment. 

March  22d. 

R.  Hydrarg.  Siibmnr.  gr.  iij.  Ii.  s.  ; 
Magrirs.  Sulph.  3j-  mane. — Ap- 
plic.  Ung.  Argent.  Nilrat.  to  botii 
eyes. 

25th. 

Rep.   Pil.    et   M.   S. — Rep.   quoque 

Unguent  Arg.  Nitr. 

April  1st. 

Repetantur  omnia.  3d.  Rep.  8th 
Rep.     lOtb.  Rep. 

After  the  first  application  of 
the  ointment,  he  was  much  re- 
lieved ;  continued  improving  till 
the  10th  of  April,  when  ihe  in- 
flammation was  all  but  removed, 
and  the  opacity  of  the  cornea  fast 
disappearing.  He  has  been  using 
the  ointment  up  to  this  period,  at 
first  regularly,  and  afterwards 
once  a  week  or  occasionally. 
There   is  now  no   appearance  of 
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inflammation  or  opacity,  and  the 
irides  are  nearly  natural. 
July  31,  1828. 

Case  IV. — John  Wade,  aged 
forty-five,  suflered  an  attaciv  of 
inflammation  of  the  right  eye  in 
February,  1827,  which  shortly 
after  extended  to  the  left  :  for 
which  he  was  bled,  blistered,  and 
physicked  by  several  gentlemen 
until  October,  1827,  when  he 
applied  for  assistance  at  the  Royal 
Westminster  Infirmary  for  Dis- 
eases of  the  Eye.  He  was  then 
unable  to  see  his  way,  and  was 
obliged  to  be  led;  the  conjunctiva 
lining  the  lids  was  very  much 
thickened  and  granulated,  the 
cornea  opaque,  the  conjunctiva 
of  the  ball  very  vascular,  dis- 
charge, both  watery  and  puriform, 
considerable.  He  was  directed 
to  use  the  Argentum  Nitratum 
ointment,  which  in  a  short  time 
relieved  the  most  urgent  symp- 
toms ;  but,  having  to  attend  from 
Chelsea,  was  exposed  to  the  fre- 
quent changes  of  the  weather 
during  the  winter  and  spring,  and 
sufl'ered  several  attacks  of  acute 
inflammation. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  1828,  he 
was  admitted  into  the  Westmin- 
ster Hospital  ;  was  directed  to  be 
well  purged,  and  to  have  the  Ung. 
Argent.  Nitrat.  applied  every 
third  or  fourth  day,  as  his  own 
feelings  dictated.  Under  Ibis 
treatment  he  gradually  improved. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  five  grains 
of  the  Pil.  Hydrarg.  were  order- 
ed to  be  taken  every  niglit,  and 
some  house  aperient  medicine  in 
the  morning. 

August  2d. — The  moufh  is 
slightly  sore  from  the  pills,  which 
are  to  be  discontinued.  The  eyes 
have  regularly  improved  since  his 
admission   into  the    hospital,    and 


without  any  deviation;  the  corneas 
are  clearer;  the  thickening  of  the 
lids  is  nearly  gone,  although  the 
conjunctivas  lining  them  are  still 
villous. 

This  case  has  been  selected  be- 
cause it  remains  under  treatment. 

Case  V.  by  the  Patient. 

Pearson  Smith  applied  in  Janu- 
ary, 1828,  to  Mr.  Guthrie,  having 
been  six  years  suffering  from  sore 
eyes,  for  which  he  had  sought  re- 
lief in  vain  from  many  gentlemen; 
and  was  then  so  nearly  blind  as 
not  to  be  able  to  see  a  post.  The 
black  ointment  was  used,  with 
almost  instant  relief,  (the  Ung. 
Argent.  Nitrat.  ;)  attended  regu- 
larly the  first  two  months,  after- 
wards at  intervals,  until  April, 
when,  thinking  himself  well,  he 
went  to  work.  Suffering  a  slight 
relapse  in  June,  has  again  attend- 
ed, and  feels  himself  nearly  well. 
Considers  he  owes  his  cure  to  the 
black  ointment  alone. 

Case  VI. — Ann  Adnam,  aged 
thirteen,  has  been  unable  to  open 
or  use  her  eyes  until  lately  for 
the  last  twenty-two  months,  al- 
though she  bad  been  constantly 
under  treatment  at  the  Royal 
Vvestminster  Ophthalmic  Hospi- 
tal for  the  first  year.  She  was 
then  put  under  the  care  of  other 
persons  ;  but,  finding  her  eyes 
getting  worse,  she  was  readmitted 
into  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital, 
April  8th,  1828,  and  had  the  Ar- 
gent. Nitrat.  ointment  applied, 
which  has  been  continued  twice 
a  week  ever  since,  with  an  occa- 
sional dose  of  calomel,  with  salts 
and  senna.  She  can  now  oj5en 
the  eyes  ;  the  corneae  are  much 
clearer,  and  she  can  see.  She  is 
very  subject  to  relapses  on  the 
slightest   cold,  but   there   is  now 


682 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


every  appearance  of  her  getting 
well.  Until  the  Ung.  Argent, 
^^trat.  was  applied,  no  other 
remedy  seemed  to  be  of  the  least 
use. 

Juhj  31,  1828. 

Case  VIT. — Thomas  Porter, 
aged  eighteen,  has  been  suffering 
from  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
eyes,  more  or  less,  for  the  las^t 
five  years,  and  particularly  for 
the  last  two,  so  as  to  be  unable 
to  work  or  get  his  bread;  applied 
at  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  24th 
July,  1828,  in  this  state.  The 
Unguent.  Argent.  Nitrat.  was 
used  on  the  24lh,  26tb,  29th,  and 
August  2d;  on  which  day  he  says, 
"  he  considers  himself  nearly 
well ;  the  pain  is  entirely  gone, 
and  he  can  see  a  great  deal  clear- 
er." The  morbid  vascularity  of 
the  eyes  has  disappeared,  but  the 
corneae  bear  the  cicatrices  of 
several  ulcers. 

Case  VIII. — Acute  Injlamma- 
tion. — William  Bacher,  aged  thir- 
ty-four, applied  February  26th, 
1828,  with  acute  catarrhal  in- 
llammation,  of  three  days'  stand- 
ing, in  the  right  eye,  and  t\v'o  in 
the  left.  It  began  with  itching, 
followed  by  pain,  as  if  something 
was  in  the  eye,  attended  by  a 
discharge  of  hot  water,  which 
prevents  his  sleeping,  from  the 
tpiantity  which  fills  the  eye,  and 
forces  him  to  open  the  lids  with 
his  lingers  ;  cannot  bear  the  liglit, 
and  there  is  a  difficulty  in  opening 
the  eyelidrf,  from  the  thick  matter 
which  in  the  night  glues  them  to- 
gether; pain  in  the  head  and  over 
the  eyes  ;  the  ri^ht  suffused  of  a 
yellowish  color,  and  streaked  with 
red  vessels,  arborescent,  patchy 
with  slight  extravasation  ;  some 
vessels  running  straight  up  to  the 


cornea, others  arborescing;  streaks 
of  mucus  in  the  folds  of  the  con- 
junctiva ;  edges  of  the  lids  slimy. 
Separating  the  lids  relieves  the 
uneasy  sensations. 

Tlie  Unp.  Argent!  Nitratis  gr.  xv.  ad 
3  j.  applied. — No  internal  treatment. 

27th. — The  pain  from  the  oint- 
ment lasted  until  seven  in  the 
evening,  (six  hours  ;)  discharged 
a  good  deal  of  water  from  the 
eyes  in  the  night,  but  was  much 
easier,  as  there  was  very  little 
matter  after  seven  in  the  evening: 
they  therefore  stuck  together  but 
slightly,  nothing  in  comparison 
with  the  night  before.  There  is 
now  the  same  intolerance  of  light; 
but  little  discharge  of  water;  very 
little  sandy  feel,  or  pain,  perhaps 
once  an  hour;  eyes  are  not  so  red, 
but  the  redness  is  more  in  patch- 
es ;  headache  better. 

Apply  warm  water  only. 

28th. — Complaints  all  returned 
last  night  at  twelve  o'clock,  and 
thinks  himself  as  bad  as  ever  : 
begs  to  have  the  ointment  applied, 
which  was  done. 

29lh. —  Is  again  better.  Slept 
well  last  night;  the  eyes  discharg- 
ed water  freely,  but  the  lids  did 
not  adhere  together;  has  little  or 
no  pain  ;  bears  the  light  better  ; 
conjunctivae  appear  redder. 

Apply  the  oi:itment  gr.  x.  ad  3j. 

March  1st. — The  ointment 
gave  pain  for  three  hours,  but 
says  he  is  much  better,  and  slept 
well.     No  application. 

2d. — Pain  came  on  yesterday 
at^ernoon,  although  it  did  not  pre- 
vent his  sleeping  well. 

Apply  the  nngucnf. 

3d. — Slept  well  last  night. 
Free  from  pain,  and  has  very  lit- 
tle   discharge  ;    bears    the    light 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


683 


better  ;  conjunctivse  red,  but  less 
so  than  hitberto.  and  more  of  a 
yellowisb  red.     No  application. 

4th. — Right  eye  rather  painful 
last  night  ;  left  free  from  pain  ; 
both  are  better. 

Repeat  Unguent.  Nitrat.  Argent. 

5th. — Nearly  well,  and  wishes 
to  go  to  his  work. 

lOlh. — Not  quite   well,  but  is 
obliged   to  work,  having   a   large 
family. 
Repeat  ihe  Unguent.  Nitrat.  Argent. 

13th. 

The  Uiig.  Hydrargyri  Nitratis  to  the 
eyelids  ai  night. 

18th. 

Unguent  Argenti  Niiratis. 

April  l.st. — Has  not  attended 
since  the  ISth.  There  is  some 
slight  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
lids  remaining,  but  thinks  nothing 
of  it. 

N.  B. — Has  had  eight  in  the 
family  affected  in  a  similar  man- 
ner, and  all  cured  by  the  same 
means. 

Other  similar  cases  are  added. 


u. 

JlfUr-mnnngement  of  Floodings, 
and  on  Transfusion. — From  Lec- 
tures delivered  at  Guy''s  Hospital^ 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Continued  from  p.  56.^.) 

When  discharges  of  blood  frotn 
the  uterus  have,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, sulisided,  you  ought  not  too 
hastily  to  leave  your  patient. 
Though  not  frequently,  yet  it 
so.metimes  happens  after  these 
floodiugs  have  been  arrested,  that 
spontaneously,  or  in  consequence 
of  some  movement  of  the  patient, 
the  flooding  is  une.Kpectoflly  re- 
newed ;   or   it   mav    be,  allhongh 


the  discharge  of  the  blood  have 
been  stopped,  and  the  patient 
have  rallied  somewhat,  yet  that 
she  again  sinks  ;  to  rally  and  sink 
again,  as  stated  in  a  former  lec- 
ture, until  ultimately  she  dies. 
When  the  flooding  is  stopped 
completely,  and  the  discharge  has 
been  sparing,  to  remain  with  the 
patient  is  scarcely  necessary;  but 
it  is  a  good  rule  when  the  blood 
has  been  lost  in  large  quantities, 
that  you  continue  with  your  pa- 
tient for  some  time  afterwards — 
(four  or  six  hours  for  example,)-^ 
a  longer  or  shorter  period,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  apparent 
danger. 

When  the  floodings  have  been 
arrested,  you  will  be  asked  by  the 
nurse,  and  those  around  you,  whe- 
ther the  patient  may  not  be  put 
into  bed  and  made  comfortable, 
an  expression  v\hich  every  Eng- 
lishman so  well  understands. 
Now,  if  the  loss  of  blood  be  small, 
and  the  patient  have  thoroughly 
rallied,  to  putting  to  bed.,  as  it  is 
phrased,  there  is  no  obvious  ob- 
jection ;  but  recollect,  for  it  is 
most  important,  that  where  there 
have  been  large  effusions  of  blood, 
such  as  we  have  been  engaged  ia 
considering,  to  put  the  patient  to 
bed  would  be  an  operation  of  no 
small  danger.  In  a  former  lec- 
ture I  think  it  was  observed  to 
you,  that  one  patient  I  had  seen 
perish,  in  consequence  of  being 
moved  too  soon  after  the  bleeding; 
and  more  than  once  after  very 
large  bleedings,  I  have  seen  a 
great  deal  of  vascular  commotion 
produced,  not  without  alarming 
symptoms,  merely  by  lifting  a 
woman  from  one  side  of  the  bed 
to  the  otlier, — and  tliis,  notwith- 
standing the  haemorrhage  had  been 
stopped  for  three  or  four  hours. 
For  mvself,  when  women,  bavins 
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bled  very  profusely,  are  reduced 
to  a  state  approaching  to  asphyxia, 
it  is  my  custom  to  direct  that  the 
patient  remain  twelve  or  twenty- 
four  hours  as  quiescent  as  may  be  ; 
I  had  almost  added  without  stir- 
ring hand  or  foot.  While  she  is 
lying  in  this  state,  napkiiis  may  be 
placed  about  her,  to  protect  her 
person  from  the  wet  and  soil,  and 
to  contribute,  as  much  as  possible, 
cautiously,  however,  to  her  com- 
fort ;  were  you  to  disturb  the  pa- 
tient much,  even  by  performing 
these  small  offices,  death  itself 
might,  in  the  extremer  cases,  be 
produced  by  a  renewal  of  the 
bleeding,  or  a  sudden  commotion 
of  the  vascular  system. 

If  hasmorrhage  is  going  on  ex- 
ternally, in  the  general  it  cannot 
be  overlooked  ;  the  patient  tells 
you  that  she  feels  the  blood  trick- 
ling or  running  away  ;  and,  if  she 
lie  near  the  edge  of  the  bed, 
sometimes  it  bursts  forth  so  co- 
piously, that  you  hear  it  fall  upon 
the  floor.  It  sometimes,  howe- 
ver, happens,  that  unobserved 
hasmorrhages  are  going  forward 
internally  :  blood  clots  over  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus  ;  the  uterus 
becomes  dilated  in  consequence 
of  accumulations  in  the  uterine 
cavity.  All  this  may  be  over- 
looked by  the  accoucheur.  Nor 
must  it  be  forgotten,  that,  when 
a  woman  is  lying  in  the  middle  of 
a  very  large  bed,  a  sort  of  liollow 
may  form  in  the  middle  in  conse- 
quence of  her  lying  there  ;  and  in 
tills  hollow,  unperceived,  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  blood  may  now 
and  then  accumulate.  After  large 
flooding,  therefore,  recollect  that 
haemorihages  may  be  going  on  un- 
marked, the  blood  sometimes  ac- 
cumulating in  the  centre  of  the 
bed,  and  still  more  frequently  in 
the  uterine  cavity,  danger   steal- 


ing on  the  patient  in  silence  and 
unknown.  Watch,  therefore,  oth- 
erwise you  may  now  and  then  ap- 
proach the  bed  side  and  find  your 
patient  dying,  or  approaching  to 
a  state  of  asphyxia.  The  exter- 
nal haemorrhages,  or  those  in  which 
you  have  an  accum^ulation  in  the 
bed,  are  easily  detected.  Sitting 
by  the  bed  side,  and  asking  how 
the  patient  feels,  you  learn,  per- 
haps, that  her  strength  seems  as 
if  it  were  going  from  her,  and  that 
she  perceives  the  blood  running, 
and,  on  examination,  you  observe 
that  faintness  is  approaching ; 
symptoms  which,  in  common  pru- 
dence, lead  to  an  inspection  of  the 
bed,  when  the  bleeding  is  easily 
detected.  Nor  is  there  a  ditK- 
culty  in  making  out  an  internal 
bleeding  :  lay  your  hand  upon  the 
abdomen,  above  the  symphysis 
pubis  ;  feel  for  the  uterus  ;  grasp 
it,  and  should  it  be  small  as  the 
head  of  the  fuU-grou-n  foetus,  then 
there  is  no  blood  in  its  cavity  ; 
but,  should  you  find  it  large  as  the 
mass  I  here  show  you,  or  big  as 
the  womb  at  the  seven  months, 
and  further,  on  compression, 
should  clots  of  blood  come  gur- 
gling away,  then  there  is  no  doubt 
that  internal  haemorrhage  has 
taken  place. 

After  small  losses  of  bloOd,  as 
at  other  times,  it  seems  proper 
enough  to  bind  up  the  abdomen, 
(by  Gaitskell's  bandage  for  ex- 
ample,) though  this  is  less  neces- 
sary, so  long  as  you  are  placed  at 
the  bed  side,  and  grasping  the 
womb  with  the  hand.  But  whan 
the  eruj)tion  of  blood  has  been 
copious — with  a  view  of  securing 
the  contractions  of  the  uterus, 
and  thus  preventing  the  return  of 
the  ha3morrhage,  we  ought  to 
compress  the  abdomen  with  more 
than  ordinary  care.     Not  to  tickle 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL.  685 

your  risibility  by  enlarging  on  the  Now,  if  you  find  the  patient  is 
advantages  of  taking  your  seat  improving,  the  limbs  warming, 
upon  the  patient's  abdomen,  or  of  the  lips  reddening,  the  pulse  en- 
making  it  a  sort  of  desk  on  which  larging,  the  frequency  of  the  car- 
lo lay  a  folio  bible,  with  a  heavy  diac  beat  diminishing,  the  energies 
comment,  to  increase  its  aiiti-  of  the  mind  reviving, — in  such  a 
hemorrhagic  power,  I  may  oh-  case,  it  is  wise  to  lei  well  alone; 
serve  simply,  that  after  a  bandage  I  would  dissuade  you  from  inter- 
has  been  applied,  the  uterus  fering  much  with  nourishment,  for 
grasped  by  the  interposed  hand,  nourishment  taken  into  the  body 
may  be  kept  in  the  contracted  where  women  are  much  reduced 
state,  when  the  case  is  more  from  the  loss  of  blood,  owing  to 
pressing;  or,  in  less  urgent  emer-  the  debility  of  the  digestive  or- 
gencies,  the  bandage  may,  be  used  gans,  will  probably  be  of  little 
with  the  interposition  of  a  pillow  benefit.  But,  if  the  woman  is 
over  the  abdomen,  in  front,  if  you  sinking  lower  continually — gradu- 
wish  to  increase  the  pressure,  ally  subsiding  into  the  grave — in 
and,  in  this  manner,  the  contract-  order  that  nothing  may  be  left 
ed  condition  of  the  uterus  may  be  undone,  nouiishment  should,  I 
rendered  more  sure,  and  the  in-  think,  be  administered.  From 
ternal  bleedings  may  be  prevent-  the  first,  the  bleeding  ceasing, 
ed.  Externally  to  the  dress,  or  moderate  quantities  of  nourish- 
over  the  body-linen,  the  bandage  ment  may  be  given  ;  to  solids  the 
may  be  put  on  ;  the  less  disturb-  patient  may  have  a  disgust ;  from 
ance  the  better.  It  is  useful  to  the  state  of  the  oesophagus,  she 
apply  these  bandages  before  the  may  not  be  able  to  sivallow  them; 
delivery  takes  place,  when  they  at  all  events,  in  this  exhausted 
may  be  easily  tightened  after-  condition,  she  may  be  unable  to 
wards.  chew  them  well;  but  railk,  broth, 

I  am  accustomed,  and  to  you  I  eggs  prepared  in  any  way,  if  soft, 

recommend  the  practice,  to  apply  may     be     recommended.      From 

clean  napkins  to  the  genitals  even  three  to  six  ounces  of  liquid  nou- 

after  tiie  haemorrhage  has  ceased;  rishment  may  be  thrown  into  the 

removing    and    inspecting    these  stomach  every  three  or  four  hours, 

napkins  occasionally.     If  there  is  especially  if  it  seem  to  agree, 

no  blood  on  them,  or  but  little,  it  When  large  haemorrhages  have 

is  clear  that  copious  hEemorrhages  occurred,  you   will  sometimes  be 

cannot   be  going   forward  ;   more  surprised  to   see  the  rally  which 

especially    if,    before   inspection,  is  eirected  in  the  course  of  four- 

we   have   made   any  pressure  on  and-twenty  hours.     The  pulse,  it 

the   uterus,  so   as  lo  urge  foith  may  be,  is  sunk  below  100  ;  the 

any  blood  that  may  have  accumu-  cheeks  are  red,  the  energies  con- 

lated  there  ;   on  the   other  hand,  siderable.      On   the   other  hand, 

if  we  find  a  broad   red  stain,  with  however,  if  the  discharge  of  blood 

clotted    blood    upon    the   napkin,  have  been  larg'^,  and  if  the  wo;iian 

that  the   Hooding   is  prone   to  re-  is  of  that  sot  t  of  constitution  (of- 

turn,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  ten  met)  which   cannot  sustain  it- 

If  a  hemorrhage   is   arrested,  self  against  the  hcemorrhage,  va- 

you  may   be  asked,  by  the  nurse  rious  symptoms  are  likely  to  raa- 

and  friends,  whether  it  is  not  pro-  nifest  themselves  in  the  course  of 

per    to   administer    nourishment  ?  the   first  two    or   three    days,   of 
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which  the  following  may  deserve 
your  notice: — For  women  to  have 
a  great  deal  of  headache  is  by  no 
means  uncommon,  and  with  it  is 
joined  a  certain  lightness,  aggra- 
vated when  the  head  is  raised 
from  the  pillow,  the  symptoms, 
according  to  Dr.  Haighton,  not 
being  relieved  by  leeches  and 
blisters,  remedies  which,  from  his 
dissuasion,  I  have  been  induced 
not  to  essay.  My  valued  relative 
imagined,  not  without  good  reason, 
that  the  cephalic  symptoms  arose 
from  the  \\  ant  of  blood  in  the  ves- 
sels, and  conceived  that  they 
would  therefore  be  most  effectti- 
ally  relieved  by  nourishment  in- 
troduced into  the  stomach.  For 
sometime,  for  a  week  or  fortnight 
for  example,  this  cephalalgia  may 
be  continued  ;  but,  though  some- 
what alarming  on  account  of  the 
lightness,  it  seldom  terminates  in 
any  seriaus  ceiebral  attack.  With 
irritability  of  the  alimentary  tube, 
the  patient  is  occasionally  assail- 
ed; vofnilings  sometitnes,  and  still 
more  frequently  purgings.  This 
diarrhoea,  if  moderate,  may  do 
the  patient  but  little  injury  ;  but, 
should  it  prove,  as  it  not  unfre- 
quently  does,  both  obstinate  and 
copious,  under  the  purging  the 
patient  may  be  carried  off.  An 
atonic,  fretful,  perhaps  an  aph- 
thous indamrnation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  the 
bowels,  terminating  in  excoriation, 
I  suspect  to  be  the  proximate 
cause  of  this  disease  ;  and  I  look 
upon  it  as  produced  by  general 
ill  hf^alth,  the  result  of  the  inani- 
tion ;  this  ii'liammation,  or  inHam- 
matory  erylhism,  as  in  the  nose, 
the  lungs,  or  urethra,  producing 
an  excitability  of  the  part.  Opi- 
w?rt,  chalk,  aromatic  confection^ 
hfjemato.rylon,  dry  diet,  and  the 
removal  of  tiie  patient  into  the 
country    as  soon   as  jtossible,  are 


the  best  remedies.  Dry  diet  and 
change  of  air  have  sometimes  the 
best  effects.  For  a  considerable 
time  before  his  death,  the  Epicu- 
rus and  Lucian  of  his  age — Hume, 
the  historian — labored  under  a 
diarrhoea,  which  ultimately  de- 
stroyed him;  yet  it  is  remarkable, 
that,  for  health  or  business,  having 
occasion  to  make  a  journey  south- 
ward fiom  the  Tweed,  he  found 
more  apparent  relief  from  this 
excursion  than  from  any  other 
remedy.  It  was  with  the  know- 
ledge of  this  fact  upon  my  mind, 
that  I  tried  the  efl'ects  of  removal 
in  a  desperate  diarrhoea,  occur- 
ring after  flooding  under  my  own 
care — "  Remedium  anceps  satius 
quam  nullum."  Though  the  ex- 
periment was  dangerous,  and  the 
patient  was  reduced  to  the  last 
degree  of  debility,  by  my  advice 
she  was  put  into  an  invalid  car- 
riage and  sent  to  Stamford  Hill, 
so  ill,  that  her  apothecary  became 
her  attendant,  as  it  was  doubtful 
whether  she  would  reach  that 
place  alive  ;  yet  although,  with 
little  or  no  benefit,  we  had  been 
trying  all  the  more  effectual  re- 
medies while  she  remained  in 
town,  and  in  Bishopsgate  too,  a 
part  of  the  metropolis,  perhaps, 
not  the  most  unhealthy,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  after  her 
arrival  at  the  Hill,  the  diarrhoea 
of  itself  ceased,  and  a  full  im- 
pression was  left  upon  my  mind, 
that  the  journey  and  the  change 
of  air  were  the  remedies  to  which 
her  recovery  was  to  be  referred. 
Of  course,  after  these  large 
eruptions  of  blood  from  the  ute- 
rus, the  patient  becomes  very 
much  reduced  in  her  strength. 
Now,  for  this  weakness,  mere 
drugs  are  of  very  little  avail;  time 
and  patience,  and  the  occasional 
iisp  of  mediciiiPs  to  meet  particu- 
lar symptoms;  supplies  of  nourish- 
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ment,  large  as  the  stomach  may 
bear  ;  the  country  air  ;  the  sea- 
shore ; — these  are  the  remedies. 
The  woman  wants  a  full  supply 
of  blood  ;  transfusion,  day  after 
day,  may  perhaps  be  recommend- 
ed hereafter,  in  order  to  furnis>h 
this  supply  ;  but,  till  the  safety 
and  efficacy  of  the  remedy  in  these 
cases  has  beenproved  and  acknow- 
ledged, it  is  to  the  other  medici- 
iials  which  have  just  been  enume- 
rated that  we  must  confide  this 
supply. 

There  are  some  women  who 
sulTer  dreadfully  in  consequence 
of  their  miscarrying  in  the  earlier 
or  later  months,  (but  more  fre- 
quently in  the  earlier,)  becoming 
pregnant  again  too  soon,  and  mis- 
carrying, perhaps,  no  less  than 
nine  or  ten  times  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  years^  and  losing  each 
time  large  quantities  of  blood.  Of 
course  these  repeated  fioodings 
very  greatly  reduce  them.  Now, 
in  such  cases,  I  would  strongly 
recommend  abstinence  from  fur- 
ther communication,  at  least  for 
a  time,  so  as  to  allow  the  genitals 
to  recover.  To  use  the  agricul- 
tural expression,  the  land  should 
lie  fallow  (laughter)  ;  but  I  know 
not  how  it  happens,  frequently  the 
male  portion  of  the  genital  appa- 
ratus, sometimes  the  female,  is  in 
fault,  so  that  occasionally  the  sci- 
entific husbandman  has  no  small 
difficulty  in  managing  the  soil 
agreeably  to  his  own  principles 
(continued  laughter).  Independ- 
ently of  abstinence  fi'om  connubial 
intercourse,  there  are  various 
))reventives  of  impregnation,  but 
I  do  not  think  it  [Hoper  to  disclose 
them. 

Under  large  losses  of  blood  from 
flooding,  it  is  not  often  that  aque- 
ous efiusions  occur,  yet  now  and 
then  in  bad  constitutions,  at  first 
exhibiting    inilammatory     tenden- 


cies, the  dropsical  diathesis  ap- 
pears. If  the  legs  or  abdomen 
are  the  seat  of  the  accumulation, 
there  is  less  danger,  but  the  pa- 
tient may  soon  perish  from  effusion 
into  the  chest  or  head.  More  than 
once  I  have  seen  W'omen  who  have 
survived  the  first  losses  of  blood, 
sink  in  this  manner;  and  one  of  the 
severest  disappointments  I  ever 
experienced  within  or  without  the 
circle  of  my  practice,  was  of  this 
kind.  A  most  interesting  young 
lady,  lovely,  accomplished,  amia- 
ble, the  admiration  of  her  a'c- 
quaintance,  the  idol  of  her  domes- 
tic circle, — after  a  complete  re- 
suscitation, by  transfusion,  sunk 
under  an  effusion  into  the  chest 
and  pericardium.  I  had  received 
(more  gratifying  to  me  than  any 
other  remuneration)  the  thanks  of 
the  friends  ;  two  very  beautiful 
children  in  the  lisping  and  inrper- 
fectly  formed  articulation  of  child- 
hood, attempted  too  to  stammer 
their  thanks,  when,  two  or  three 
days  afterwards,  the  hydrothorax 
showed  that  it  had  been  gradually 
stealing  upon  its  victim,  and,  after 
a  short  struggle,  the  patient  sunk. 
There  were  extensive  old  adhe- 
sions in  the  chest,  the  consequence 
of  severe  measles  in  earlier  life. 
\ou  smile  at  my  warmth,  perhaps, 
but  I  acknowledge  myself  loth  to 
believe  that  I  shall  ever  meet 
such  a  disappointment  again. 

(To  be  continued.) 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Case  of  Anasarca^  cured  by  Tar- 
tar-Kinetic Ointment.  ' 
The  subject  of  this  case  was  an 
old  man,  65  years  of  age,  of  a 
leeble  and  even  cachectic  com- 
plexion, much  addicted  to  drink- 
ing spiiits,   and   ubiiged    to   wuik 


588  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

hard  in  the  open  air,  and  over-  To  conclude  the  treatment, 
^yhelmed  with  grief  and  depriva-  pills  were  prescribed  of  aloes, 
tions.  After  having  experienced  squills,  digitalis,  and  cream  of 
wandering  rheumatic  pains,  for  tartar.  After  a  short  use  of  them, 
which  he  was  treated  with  sudo-  the  patient  perfectly  recovered, 
rific  drinks,  he  was  suddenly  seiz-  and  has  since  remained  in  good 
ed  with  general  anasarca.  He  health. — Lon.  Med.  Sf  Phys.  Jour. 
was  very   soon  scarcely  able  to    ^       ,      ™  c   rr-, 

walk;  his  breathing  became  short  ^"^  ^^'  Treatment  of  Ulcers  hy 
and  laborious  ;    the  weakness  in-  ^^""^^^  ^^  ^'"^• 

creased,  and  a  slight  febrile  action  %  ^-  ^'  Menon. 

was   evident   every  night.      The        In  all  wounds,  the  simpler  the 
quantity  of  urine  varied  :    it  was    treatment  the  better.     This  prin- 
sometimes  abundant,   and  at   oth-    ciple   of  surgery   is  now  so  gene- 
ers  less  than  natural.       The  skin    rally  recognised,   that   there  re- 
was   always   dry.       The  internal    main  few  practitioners  who  have 
remedies  used  to  excite  the  acti-    not   laid   aside  all   multiform  and 
vity  of  the  skin,  such  as  the  taitar    compound    applications    to   sores, 
emetic,  acetate  of  am.-nonia,    el-    and  which  only  retard  their  cure, 
der,  arnica,  &c.,  being  unsuccess-    Quiet,  cleanliness,  dressings  with 
ful,   means   which  were  particu-    lint,   either  dry   or    spread    with 
laily  indicated  by   the  rheumatic    salve,  form  the  basis  of  treatment 
affection  which  preceded  the  ana-    now  followed,  unless  in  very  par- 
sarca,  recourse  was  had   to  fric-    ticular  cases.      M.  Reveille  Pa- 
tion  with  tartar  emetic  ointment,     rise  has  suggested  a  still  simpler 
The    stomach   was   first    rubbed,    mode  of  treatment.     In  a  Memoir 
tlien  the  inferior  extremities,  un-    read  some  time  since  at  the  Aca- 
til  those  parts  were  covered  with    demie  de  Medicine,  he  states  that 
pustules  ;  and  this  treatment  was    he  had  derived  the   most  advan- 
continued,    care    being    taken    to    tageous    results    from   plates    of 
keep  up  the  excitement  of  the  in-    lead  applied  to  wounds.     Guy  de 
teguments  by  renewed   frictions,    Chauliac  and  Ambrose  Pare  had 
in  proportion  as  the  effects  of  the    before  employed,   in  the  cure   of 
former  disappeared.    At  the  same    ulcers,  plates  of  lead  rubbed  with 
time    tonics    and    diuretics   u'ere    mercury  ;  but  this  means,  neglect- 
administered  internally.     The  se-    ed  by  men  of  science,  passed  into 
cretion  of  urine   was  now   abun-    the  hands  of  the  vulgar,  where  it 
<3ant,    the    patient     had    copious    is    still    occasionally    met    with. 
stools,  and  free  perspirations.  The    Tiie  following  fact  will  show  this, 
quantity  of  urine  was  soon  great-         A  n^ilitary  invalid  had  applied 
er  than  that  of  the  liquid  drank,    to  his  ulcers  a  plate  of  lead  :  sur- 
The  cedematous  swelling   gra-    prised   to  observe   that   they   re- 
dually   ditninished  from  this  time,    garded  his   being  dressed  by  this 
first  in  the  legs,   then  in  the  sto-    means  as  a  new  fact,  he  said  that, 
mach,  and  at  the  end  of  a  month    twenty  years   before,   having   re- 
all   the   affected   parts   were    re-    ceived  a  wound  on  the  field  of  bat- 
stored  to  their  natural  size.     The    tie,  he  cured  himself  by  applying 
pustules  produced   by  the  tartar    a  leaden  bullet  that  he  beat   out 
emetic  frictions  discharged  an  en-    with  a  Hint.       He   said   that  this 
ormous  quantity  of  purulent  mat-    remedy  >vas   known   to  many  sol- 
ter.  dicrs,  v/ho   always   tried  it  when 
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their  wounds  were  not  sufficiently  pain,  but  the  inflammatory  symp- 

bad  to  go  into  hospital.  loms  diminished,   and  shortly  the 

M.    Parise,   however,   has  not  ulcer  was  in  a  healthy  state.     In 

the  less  merit  in   restoring  to  sci-  fact,   many   cases  prove  that  this 

ence  a  mode  of  cure  which   may  substance  acts  with  a  promptitude 

be  very  useful.      Recent  wounds  quite  surprising  in  bringing  ulcers, 

are  almost  the  only  ones  in  which  foul  at  bottom  and  having  all  those 

he  has  tried   his  plan.       His  sue-  appearances  that  are   implied   by 

cess   induced   M.  le  Baron  Yvans  the    name    "  ulceres    sordides," 

to  repeat  the  trials  ;  and  the  great  back  to  a  healthy  state.      Three 

number   of  people  affected  with  or  four  days  have  in  general  been 

ulcers  in  the  establishment  at  the  sufficient,   and  soon  after  cicatri- 

head   of  which  he   is,   gave    him  zation    has    generally    begun    to 

great  facility  to  make   the  expe-  take  place, 
riment.  The  fact  being  established  that 

M.  Menon  has  not  seen  a  sutii-  lead,  in  the  form  of  plates,  appli- 

cient  number    of  recent   wounds  ed    to    wounds    is    beneficial,    it 

tried  with  this  means,  to  speak  of  would  be  interesting  to  know  how 

its  effect  ;    but   more   than   sixty  it  acts.     Does  this  lead  enjoy  any 

cases  of  ulcers  successfully  treat-  specific  pro[)erty  ?      Can   it  have 

ed  in  this  way  convince  him  that  within  itsomethingpeculiar  which, 

the  plates  of  lead  form  the   best  changing  the  kind  of  irritation  of 

topical     application     to     ulcers,  the  ulcerated  surface,  disposes  it 

Among   these    cases,    some  have  to  heal  .'     Is   there  any  chemical 

been    of    thirty    years'    standing,  action  takes   place,    from  which 

When  they  were  not  completely  might   result  a   compound   analo- 

cured,  the  ulcer  quickly  put  on  a  gous  to  the  acetate  of  lead  which 

new  aspect  :  its  edges  thickened,  Goulard  and  others  have  so  much 

diminished   in  size,  ancj^  soon   as-  praised  .•*      M.  Menon  thinks  not  ; 

sumed    a    more   satisfactory    ap-  for  it  appears  that  plates  of  brass, 

pea  ranee.     It  was  remarked  that  or  gold,  or  silver,  have  nearly  the 

several   ulcers,  whicli  had  never  same  results.     Lead  is,  however, 

been  able  to  be  cicatrised,  were  preferable,    both   being   cheaper 

so  by  this  new  method  ;   and  that  and  also  more   flexible,  so  that  it 

those  in  w'.iich  it  failed  were  ne-  is  modelled  more   exactly   to  the 

ver  cured   by   any  other  means  :  surface.    M.  Menon  thinks  it  acts 

and  we   may  conclude  that  these  mechanically,    exercising    slight 

last  were   incurable,  and  that  na-  compression  on  the  borders  of  the 

ture,     more    powerful    than    art,  wound,   and   keeping    in    contact 

resisted    the    suppression    of    an  with  it  the  pus  which  many  physi- 

evacuation  that  custom  had  ren-  ologists    think    necessary    to   the 

dered   necessary.       At    first   this  formation  of  a  cicatrix, 
method  was  confined  to  simple  ul-        This  mode  of  dressing  consists 

cers  ;  emboldened  by  success,  M.  in  the  simple  application  of  a  thin 

Yvans  tried  it  on  ulcers  evidently  plate   of  lead  on  the   ulcer,  ;ind 

in    an    inflammatory    state,    and  keeping  it   in   its  place  by  a  ban- 

wbich     before    he    would    have  dage.      When  it  is  wished  to   be 

treated  by  topical  emollients.    He  removed,  the  surface  of  the  ulcer 

was    astonished    to   see   that  the  and    the    plate    are    both    wiped 

lead  did  not  only  not  increase  the  clean,  and  again  brought  into  con- 


590 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


tact.  Nothing  can  he  simpler  ; 
and  it  is  a  great  advantage,  not 
exposing  the  surface  of  the  sore 
too  long  to  the  action  of  the  air. 
If  granulations  shoot  up  too  fast, 
touch  them  with  lunar  caustic,  or 
powder  them  with  calcined  alum. 

Ibid. 


IV. 

REPORTS    OF  CASES  IN  PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 

Case  of  Fatal  Dysentery,  loith  Dis- 
section. 

C.  B.  aet.  2i,  was  taken  sick  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  20,  with  diarrhoea, 
and  had  very  frequent  and  painful 
dischartres;  but  her  mother  not  ap- 
prehending; any  disease  of  more  im- 
portance than  a  common  relax,  paid 
no  particular  attention  to  it.  On 
Sunday,  the  21st,  she  observed  that 
the  discharsies  were  bloody,  and  ad- 
ministered a  dose  of  castor  oil.  The 
child  continued  very  sick  through  the 
day.  In  the  evening  she  was  first  visit- 
ed. Her  discharges  were  represented 
to  be  almost  constant ;  they  consisted 
of  a  thin  bloody  fluid,  with  shreds 
and  junks  of  mucus  or  cnagulable 
lymph  swimming  in  it,  and  here  and 
there  a  small  quantity  of  feces.  The 
skin  was  hot  and  dry  universally ; 
the  bowels  neither  tense  nor  tender  ; 
the  tongue  covered  with  a  white  fur; 
the  pulse  170,  and  the  respiration 
hurried.  The  disease  ai)peariiig  se- 
vere, a  powder  containing  calomel 
gr.  xij.,  ipecac,  gr.  j.,  opium  gr,  ss., 
was  given,  with  directions  to  follow 
it  with  a  half  ounce  of  castor  oil  in 
the  morning.  The  warm  bath  was 
also  directed. 

The  child  passed  a  tolerably  com- 
fortable night,  and  at  noon  on  the 
22d  had  had  seven  discharges  only, 
in  which  the  castor  oil  taken  in  the 
morriing  was  visible.  There  was, 
however,  no  chann;e  in  the  quality  of 
the  discharrffs,  but  an  increase  in  the 
quantity   of  the  mucus  or  coaguhible 


matter  above  mentioned.  The  pulse 
had  fallen  to  120,  and  the  respiration 
was  very  slow.  The  skin  continued 
warm.  About  twenty  drops  Tr.  op. 
camph.  was  directed  to  be  given  in 
a  little  chalk  mixture  at  every  other 
discharge,  and  at  night  a  powder 
containing  calomel  gr.  vj.,  ipecacu- 
anha gr.  j,,  and  opium  gr.  ss.  Thiii 
dose,  however,  although  the  quantity 
of  calomel  in  it  was  so  much  less 
than  the  preceding  night,  and  that 
of  opium  the  same,  produced  but 
little  impression  upon  the  action  of 
the  boweh,  and  between  noon  on  the 
22d  and  7  A.  M.  of  the  23d,  there 
had  been  thirty-three  discharges. 
The  pnlse  had  risen  to  144,  the  res- 
piration very  slow  and  resembling  a 
succession  of  sobs,  and  there  was 
great  stupor.  From  this  lime  no 
great  change  took  place  in  the  symp- 
toms. The  pulse  became  quicker 
and  smaller;  the  extremities  cold  ; 
the  respiration  carried  on  with  long- 
er intervals  and  greater  eflort,  whilst 
the  discliarjies  from  the  bowels,  al- 
though less  frequent  than  before, 
were  still  very  frequent,  and  did  not 
improve  in  quality.  Powders  of 
calomel  and  opium  were  repeated  at 
short  intervals,  and  another  dose  of 
castor  oil  was  given  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th,  which  did  not  appear  in 
the  evacuations,  and  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day  the  patient 
became  convulsed  and  died.  The 
duration  of  this  disease  was  nearly 
five  days,  two  of  which  h  id  elapsed 
before  she  had  medical  advice. 

Dissection. — In  the  small  intes- 
tines, at  about  the  distance  of  a  quar- 
ter part  of  their  whole  length  from 
the  stomach,  an  intususception  was 
f  lund,  which  occupied  and  obstructed 
cibout  eight  inches  of  the  canal.  The 
corresponding  part  of  the  mucous 
membrane  was  slightly  inflamed.  On 
tracing  the  mucous  mcnii)rane  of  the 
intestines  downwards,  inflamed  spots 
were  occasionally  found  in  diflerent 
stages  of  their  progress,  which  be- 
came more  frequent  as  wo  approach- 
ed   the   large   intesiiues  ;  and   for  a 
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few  inches  before  the  termination  of 
tlie  ileum  in  the  coecuni,  appearances 
ot  severe  inflaniniatiun  were  exhibit- 
ed. The  whole  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  hirgeintosliiies  was  highly 
indamed  ;  the  marksof  disease  becom- 
ing regul  u  ly  more  severe  towards  the 
anus.  In  spots  of  considerable  size  ul- 
ceration had  commenced  ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  surface  was  cover- 
ed by  a  thick  layer  of  the  substance 
which  constituted  the  greater  part  of 
thedischargps.  This  adhered  as  close- 
ly to  the  inflamed  surface,  as  the 
membraiie  in  croup  lu  the  Jining  of 
the  trachea.  It  also  resembled  that 
membrane  very  closely  in  its  appa- 
rent composition,  but  had  less  tena- 
city, and  no  disposition  to  peel  off 
continuously.  In  the  lower  part  of 
the  colon  and  in  the  rectum,  many 
parts  seemed  to  have  thrown  off  and 
discharged  this  substance,  and  the 
coat  of  the  intestine  was  left  bare 
and  had  a  dark  gangrenous  appear- 
ance. In  the  whole  course  of  the 
large  intestines  scarcely  a  particle  of 
fecal  matter  was  to  be  found.  There 
were  no  marks  of  the  passage  of 
calomel  in  any  part  below  the:  intus- 
ception  above  mentioned.  There 
were  no  diseased  appearances  in  the 
stomach  ;  but  it  contained  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  the  liquids  and 
medicines  which  had  been  swallowed 
before  death. 

In  this  c:ise  so  considerable  an  ob- 
struction of  the  alimentary  tube  as 
existed,  was  likely  at  all  events  to 
have  caused  a  fatal  termination,  had 
the  disease  been  otherwise  mild. 
But  the  early  symptoms  of  the  case, 
before  this  difficulty  could  have  ex- 
isted, mark  a  very  severe  form  of 
the  disease,  which  would  probably 
have  proved  fatal  in  a  subject  of  so 
early  an  ago.  It  is  not  easy  to  per- 
ceive in  what  way  pursiing  could  have 
been  of  any  benefit  in  a  case  like 
this.  The  lar^e  intestines  heir?,  as 
before  remarked,  entirely  Uf^e  from 
fecal  matter,  and  the  sniall  containing 
very  little,  the  operation  of  cathartics 
Would  seem  uiuie  likely   to   irritate 


the  inflamed  surfaces  by  exciting 
them  to  motion,  than  to  relieve  them 
by  evacuating  tlieir  contents.  Per- 
fect rest,  could  it  be  obtained,  would 
seem  most  likely  to  contriI)uJe  to  the 
restoration  of  parts  in  so  aggravated 
a  state  of  disease.  It  is  probable 
also  that  there  would  be  an  advan- 
tage in  keeping  the  secretions  of  the 
inflamed  surface  in  contact  wiih  it, 
instead  of  having  them  constantly 
separated  and  discharged  by  the  na- 
tural or  increased  motion  of  the 
organs. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  the  cha- 
racter of  the  inflammation  is  itself 
peculiar  in  the  very  severe  cases  of 
d3'sentery  which  occasionally  occur. 
The  matter  discharged  in  orditiary 
cases  is  as  different  from  that  in  these 
more  severe  ones,  as  the  expectora- 
tion in  simple  bronchitis  is  from  the 
substance  constituting  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  traciiea  in  croup. 
In  each  case  the  inflammation,  per- 
haj)s,  from  its  severity,  is  diverted 
from  the  course  which  it  naturally 
takes  in  mucous  membraues,  and 
passes  immediately  to  the  exudation 
of  coagulable  lymph.  J.W. 

WEEtCLY    KEPORT  OP     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  Oct.  17.  at  noon. 

Oct.  10.   George  Peabody,  10  mo. 

11.  Abigail  Fetlierbee,  23  yrs. 

12.  Charles  L.  Richardson,  9  mo. 
Edward  Hardinjw,  26  yrs. 
Capt.  James  Wyllie,  48 
Mary  Curtis,  56 

1.3.  Thomas  Curtio,  1   vr, 

14.  Peter  Kelley,  5  mo. 
John  Johnson,  33  yrs. 
Thomas  O.  Hearn,  34 
Lewis  O.  Morris,  31 
Elizabeth  H.  Rand,  2 
Martha  lladock,  6  w. 

15.  Ann  Earle,  3  mo. 
17.  Patrick  Welsh,                        35  yrs. 

John  Higgins,  28 

Elizabeth  Kemlo.  9 

Mary  Dennison,  3  noo. 

Ehza  Huggeford, 
Apoplexy,  1 — bleeding  at  the  lungs,  1 — 
canker,  1 — consumption,  2  — dyiPntery.  1  — 
dropsy,  1 — fever,  1 — intermittent  fever,  1 — 
inflammation  in  the  bowels,  1 — infantile,  3— 
lung  fever,  1  — typhus  fever,  1 — unknown,  5. 
Males,  11— females,  8.  Stillbcrni,  2.  Total,  21. 


593 


BOSTON  Medical  and  surgical  journal. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 
On  the  Ejects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meelinsf  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18i7, 
the  followina;  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved,  'I'hat  this  Societ)'  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing'  and  curing' 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertatioa 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being' approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  .^nual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  v.as  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller.  !;i>slon,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,       ) 

ZAliDIKL  B.  ADAMS,    \  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  ) 

A  dissertation  marked  "  Fons  et  Origo 
Mali.,''''  is  left  at  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  author  if  he  should  desire  it. 

Editors  of  niiwspapers  are  respeclfuUy  re- 
quested to  republish  the  above  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  aug  9. 

THE  BO.STON  MEDICAL  IN- 
TELLIGENCER. 

IT  is  now  some  months  since  the  sub- 
scribers ceased  to  publish  this  paper, 
and  they  are  desirous  of  closing  its  con- 
cerns. 

Subscribers^  who  are  still  indebted  for 


this  paper  are  therefore  once  more  re- 
quested to  transmit  the  amount  of  their 
bills  either  to  this  office,  or  to  one  of  the 
agents  named  below,  without  further  loss 
of  time,  buch  bills  as  remain  unpaid  af- 
ter ninety  days  from  this  notice,  will  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  an  attorney'  for  col- 
lection. 

Money  may  be  sent  by  post  at  the  risk 
of  the  undersigned,  provided  there  shall 
exist  evidence  that  the  letter  containing 
it  has  been  duly  mailed  for  one  of  us. 

N.  B.  37  1-2  cents  are  to  be  added  to 
each  bill  presented  before  the  14th  of 
May,  1828,  to  conform  to  the  terms  oa 
which  the  5th  volume  was  published. 

JOHN  COTTON, 
JOHN  G.  COFFLN. 

Jlgents  for  the  above. 

Barnet  Peters,  Portland,  Me. 

Chari/es  Coffin,  P.M.  Buxton,  Me. 

Weare  C.  Little,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Charles  S.  Francis,  NewYork,  N.  Y. 

R.  H.  Small,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  or 

John  Mortimer,      "  '•'■ 

Gideon  B.  Smith,  Baltimore,  Md.  Patri- 
ot Office, 

Lemuel  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Drake  k.  Conclin,  Cincinnati,  O. 

J.  W.  Foster,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Chauncey  Goodrich,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Geo.  Dana,  Providence,  R.  I. 

T.  O.  H.  Croswell,  p.  M.  Catskill,  N.Y. 

W.  H.  Coffin,  P.  M.  Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Oct.  28, 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wliprf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

fF^HLS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
I  kins  &  Co.  Lectures  on  Jlnatomy, 
Surgeri/,  and  Pathology.,  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases., — delivered  at  St.  Bariho- 
lomew's  Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22,  1828. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  com: nunications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  it 
paid  in  advan^je,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  tt.rec  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  |)aiJ  wiiliiii  tho  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  a»  for  other  newspaper*. 
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I. 

Observations  upon  a  Disease  of  the 
Skin  in  Infants. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  A.  L.  Peirson,  M.D. 

Every  practitioner  of  considera- 
ble experience  must  have  met 
with  perplexity  in  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  skin  in  infants. 
This  is  to  be  expected  from  the 
peculiar  readiness  with  which  in- 
ternal parts  sympathise  with  the 
external  surface,  and  from  the 
extreme  mobility  of  the  infantile 
system,  in  consequence  of  which 
morbid  appearances  suddenly 
change,  and  danger  is  present  al- 
most before  we  have  ;seen  reason 
to  expect  it.  I  have  several  times 
witnessed  a  squamous  affection  of 
the  skin  of  nursing  infants,  which 
has  either  proceeded  to  a  fatal 
termination,  or  apparently  ap- 
proached very  near  it.  In  its 
character  at  the  commencement 
it  bears  the  marks  of  porrigo,  al- 
though it  does  not  usually  begin 
33 


on  the  scalp,  nor  are  the  yellow- 
ish pustules  which  belong  to  por- 
rigo usually  seen.  There  is  red- 
ness and  exudation  on  the  skin, 
then  dryness  and  a  scaly  deposit 
on  the  cuticle  ;  a  branny  exfolia- 
tion takes  place,  and  the  skin  is 
left  dry,  stiff  and  hard.  The 
functions  of  the  intestinal  canal 
are  in  every  instance  more  or  less 
disturbed.  In  several  instances 
the  mother  has  had  porrigo  or 
psoriasis  previous  to  the  birth  of 
the  child,  and  in  one  the  eruption 
was  of  a  syphilitic  nature.  The 
parts  suffering  the  greatest  exco- 
riation, were  the  nates  and  groin, 
no  doubt  from  the  greater  heat  of 
clothing  and  the  acrimony  of  the 
urine  ;  and  in  one  instance  the 
patient  had  nearly  been  lost  from 
the  deep  rhagades  in  the  groins, 
terminating  in  large  foul  ulcers. 
For  the  treatment,  a  most  ob- 
vious indication-is,  to  regulate  the 
actions  of  the  alimentary  canal  by 
small  doses  of  calomel,  or  of 
Plummer's  Ethiops,  (sulphuret  : 
antimon  :   e  hydr.)  which  also  de- 
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terinines  to  the  surface.  A  change 
of  milk  would  no  doubt  prove  use- 
ful ia  Qiaiiy  cases.  The  spirit  of 
nitrous  ether,  which  is  highly 
valuable  in  some  of  the  squamous 
atfectiuus  of  adults,  is  useful  iii 
this  case,  when  it  can  be  easily 
adaiiuistered.  The  best  pallia- 
tive applications  I  know  of,  are 
the  warm  bath,  which  is  of 
more  avail  than  anything  else,  the 
infusion  of  slippery  elm,  and  a  lo- 
tion of  sulphate  of  zinc  in  rose 
water,  with,  tincture  of  opium. 

To  remove  excoriation  and  pre- 
vent the  painful  chapping  of  the 
new  cuticle,  the  oxyd  of  zinc, 
either  in  form  of  dry  powder  or 
rubbed  with  lard  in  ointment,  is 
sufficiently  efficacious.  And  for 
the  hard,  dry,  but  uninflamed  con- 
dition in  which  the  skin  is  occa- 
sionally found,  the  ointment  of  ox- 
yd of  zinc  two  parts,  combined 
with  ointment  of  nitrate  of  quick- 
silver one  part,  has  proved  suffi- 
ciently stimulating  and  highly 
useful. 

The  frequent  fatal  termination 
of  this  disease  is  analogous  in  its 
cause  to  what  we  see  in  superli- 
cial  burns  and  scalds,  which  be- 
come dangerous  to  infants  not  in 
proportion  to  their  severity,  but 
the  extent  of  surface  which  they 
occupy. 

Case.  Aug.  17,  182S.  A  male 
infant  three  weeks  old,  and  which 
was  born  before  the  completion 
of  the  ninth  month  of  gestation, 
became  affected  with  flatulence, 
tormina,  frequent,  scanty,  green 
colored  dejections,  with  redness, 
heat  and  moisture  of  tlie  nates 
and  genitals.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  scaly  patches  apjjeared 
on  the  trunk  and  extremities,  and 
lastly  the  scalp  became  alTected, 
where  the  disorder  put  on  exact- 
ly the  appearance  of  the  porrigo 


furfurans  of  Bateman.  During 
the  month  of  September  the  dis- 
order continued  and  increased, 
there  was  frequent  exfoliation  of 
the  cuticle,  sometimes  in  large 
patches,  extreme  heat  of  the 
skin,  pulse  frequently  180,  sore- 
ness of  the  surface  of  the  body 
and  pain  on  motion.  On  the  1st 
of  October,  under  the  use  of  the 
remedies  I  have  mentioned,  the 
disease  of  the  skin  began  to  dis- 
appear, but  the  constitutional 
synjptoms  became  aggravated  ; 
the  left  hand  and  fore  arm  be- 
came affected  with  an  appearance 
like  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  and 
an  abscess  formed  in  the  lower 
l)art  of  the  fore  arm,  beneath  the 
fascia  ;  the  child  lost  its  sleep, 
by  degrees  refused  the  breast, 
and  on  the  12th  of  the  month,  the 
skin  being  free  from  the  squamous 
disease,  expired  from  exhaustion. 

On  examination  after  death  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  and  its  vis- 
cera exhibited  nothing  remarka- 
ble. In  the  thorax  the  superior 
lobes  of  both  lungs  exhibited  an 
appearance  a  little  uncommon ; 
they  were  solid,  impervious  to 
air,  and  when  cut  into,  yielded  on 
pressure  a  purulent  fluid,  and  had 
a  granular  appearance  not  unlike 
the  incipient  stage  of  tubercular 
disease.  The  other  contents  of 
the  thorax  were  not  diseased. 

Salem,  October,  1828. 


II. 

Jlfler-management  of  FloodingSy 
and  on  Transfusion. — From  LeC' 
tures  delivered  at  Guy^s  Hospital, 

Ijy  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Continued  from  p.  5S7.) 

I  SHALL  now  close  the  remarks 
which  I  have  to  offer  generally 
on  this  tedious,  but  very  important 
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subject  of  flooding,  by  pointing  out 
some  three  or  four  errors,  which, 
in  moments  of  negligence,  you  are 
likely  to  commit,  in  the  hope  that 
I    may  guard   you   against   them. 
Ill   the   tirst   place,   then,  in   the 
earlier     months     of    pregnancy, 
where  you  have  eruptions  of  blood 
from  the  uterus,  if  you  think  you 
are  possessed  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary manna!   skill,  you  may,  per- 
haps, feel  an  inclination  heedlessly 
to  thrust  your  hand   into  the  ute- 
rus, in  order  to  abstract  theovum; 
now,  I  have  told  you  already,  that 
although,  in   the   earlier   months, 
where   the    accoucheur    is    very 
skilful,  there   may,  it   is  true,  in 
individual  cases,  be  an  advantage 
in  bringing  away  the  ovum,  by  the 
introduction  of  the  hand  into  the 
vagina,  yet,  as  a  general  practice, 
it  is  to  be  condemned.      Unneces- 
sary manual   interference,  there- 
fore, in  the  earlier   months,  is  an 
obstetric  error,  against  which  you 
ought  to  guard.    Remember,  how- 
ever,  that   in  the   latter   months 
you   may   fall   into  another  great 
error  of  the  opposite  kind;  I  mean 
the  neglect  of  the  delivery  where 
the  operation  really  is  necessary, 
an  error  which  may  prove  the  de- 
struction of  the  patient.     In  ob- 
stetrics generally,  the  rule  is,  to 
err,  if  you  must  err  at  all,  on  the 
side  of  indolence, — allow  the  ex- 
pression.    Err  rather  by   not  in- 
terfering where  assistance  is  ne- 
cessary, than  by  pragmatically  and 
unnecessarily    interfering    where 
help  is  not  required;  for  delivery 
being  a  natural  process,  the  occa- 
sions in  which  you  may  interfere 
needlessly    are   endless  ;    but   in 
general   midwifery,  the   cases  in 
which  you  may  err,  by  refraining 
from    interference    when    really 
required,  are  few.     uXevcrtheless^ 
feeling  as  I  do.  that  this  is  a  most 


wholesome  principle,  I  very  cordial- 
ly agree  xnth  Denman,  that,  in 
flooding  cases,  we  have  an  exception 
to  the  rule.  These  cases  are  so 
dangerous,  and  so  much  depends 
vpon  the  practitioner,  and  more  es- 
pecially upon  the  emptying  oj  the 
uterus,  that^  in  these  cases,  I  would 
more  willingly  pardon  the  too  active, 
than  the  inert.  More  especially 
when  Jloodings  occur  in  the  latter 
months,  I  would  caution  you  against 
delaying  the  delivery  too  long,  when 
delivery  is  really  required.  And, 
if  you  attend  to  the  general  rules 
which  have  been  laid  down  on  this 
point,  I  think  you  cannot  w^ander 
far  from  the  right  path. 

There  is  yet  another  error 
against  which  you  will  do  well  to 
guard,  and  that  is,  the  use  of  too 
much  violence  and  hurry  in  con- 
ducting the  delivery.  In  flooding 
cases,  when  delivery  is  required, 
there  is  danger,  lest  you  abstain 
from  the  delivery  too  long;  there 
is  danger  lest,  having  abstained 
till  your  patient  appear  to  be  on 
the  point  of  sinking,  you  then, 
anxious  to  deliver  her  while 
breath  remains,  proceed  with  a 
rapidity  or  violence  which  may 
bruise,  tear,  destroy.  Now, 
therefore,  while  your  consciences 
are  clear,  before  it  is  too  late,  I 
caution  you  against  tliis  formidable 
error — beware  of  delaying  the 
delivery  too  long  ;  and  if  delivery 
have  been  long  delayed,  beware, 
too,  of  using  a  force  and  prompti- 
tude of  extraction  greater  than 
the  parts  may  safely  bear.  In 
scientific  midwifery,  violence  can 
have  no  place.  ^ 

But  again:  I  have  told  you  that 
there  are  cases,  and,  indeed,  I 
may  say,  on  the  whole,  many  and 
most  important  cases,  where,  af- 
ter great  discharge,  the  patient  is 
lying  in  a  state  approaching  to  as- 
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phyxla  ;  now,  in  these  cases,  you 
may  fall  into  the  error  of  sitting 
down  at  the  bed  side  without  re- 
flection, to  disturb  the  clots,  whe- 
ther by  examinations  or  by  the 
introduction  of  the  hand  into  the 
uterus  or  the  vagina.  Remember, 
however,  I  beseech  you,  what 
was  observed  yesterday  ;  if,  by 
operations  of  this  kind,  you  break 
up  the  concretions  and  renew  the 
hajraorrhage,  under  the  renewal  of 
the  bleeding,  the  woman  will  most 
probably  sink.  Against  such  a 
careless  excitement  of  the  bleed- 
ing, therefore,  be,  I  entreat,  upon 
your  guard  ;  consider  again,  and 
then  reconsider  the  rules  pre- 
scribed at  our  former  meeting. 
If  the  bleeding  of  itself  recur  co- 
piously, it  may  be  necessary  to 
operate  ;  but  so  long  as  the  dis- 
charge is  arrested,  wholly  or  in 
great  measure,  unless  the  patient 
be  rallied  thoroughly,  refrain  from 
manual  operations.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  hereafter  found  in  some 
of  these  cases,  that,  before  the 
delivery,  transfusion  may  with 
advantage  be  premised,  and  of  this 
operation  I  now  proceed  to  speak. 

Transfusion. 

The  operation  of  transfusion, 
Gentlemen,  I  take  to  be  of  so 
much  importance  to  mankind, 
that,  having  made  it  the  subject 
of  much  thought  and  experiment, 
I  seize  with  pleasure  the  oppor- 
tunity which  now  offers,  of  treat- 
ing the  topic  more  at  large.  The 
general  idea  of  transfusion,  it  is 
probable,  has  occurred  to  many 
in  former  times;  and  I  am  willing 
to  believe,  that  it  might  not  be 
unthoughtof  by  those  mighty  mas- 
ters of  antiquity,  who,  first  disco- 
vering the  principles  of  things  to 
us  who  have  followed  them  on  the 
face  of  our  planet,  have  left  us 


only  the  less  splendid  honor  of 
exploring  those  tracts  of  know- 
ledge, which  they  originally  point- 
ed out.  It  is,  however,  certainly, 
to  modern  industry  that  we  are 
indebted  for  bringing  this  opera- 
tion into  notice.  Lower,  in  our 
own  country,  and  Denis  among 
the  French,  towards  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  first 
demonstrated  its  practicability,  by 
observations  on  the  human  body, 
and  experiments  upon  brutes;  nor, 
should  I  deem  myself  without 
blame,  had  I  omitted  to  mention 
their  names.  To  men  of  this  kind 
I  conceive  it  is — to  men  who  not 
unsuccessfully  make  it  their  ambi- 
tion to  contribute  discoveries  in 
art  or  science  to  the  general  fund 
of  human  knowledge — that  an  age 
or  country  owes  its  lasting  splen- 
dor. The  mass  of  mankind  seem 
hitherto  to  have  been  scarcely 
capable  of  distinguishing  who  are, 
or  are  not,  their  I'riends.  Hera- 
lock,  or  the  cross,  has  too  often 
been  their  reward;  while  the  ge- 
neral ear  has  been  wearied  with 
the  applauses  of  those,  who,  with- 
out honest  principle,  for  their  own 
aggrandisement  only,  have  wield- 
ed the  brute  force  of  the  species. 
Among  the  swinish  multitude,  as 
Burke  was  pleased  to  call  them, 
each  successive  slaughter  has 
raised  still  louder  clamors,  as  we 
all  know  that  the  animal  from 
whom  he  draws  the  comparison, 
is  never  so  noisy  as  when  it  is  pe- 
rishing under  the  knife.  But  the 
age  of  this  modish  and  destructive 
folly,  has,  I  trust,  already  begun 
to  pass  away.  Now  that  personal 
interests  are  vanished,  who,  among 
civilized  nations,  cares,  in  present 
times,  to  applaud  a  Jenghis — or 
a  Timour — or  a  Nadir — or  any 
other  unprincipled  devastator  of 
days  gone  by — brute  favorites  of 
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fortune — the  destroying  angels, 
or,  if  you  will,  the  wholesale  car- 
case-butchers of  the  East.  As 
knowledge  steadily  advances, 
these  men  of  mere  violence  will, 
I  trust,  appear  before  their  breth- 
ren, the  rest  of  the  species,  in 
their  true  characters  ;  while  the 
names  of  Socrates,  of  Plato,  of 
Euclid,  of  Archimedes — shall  I 
add  it — of  Timoleon,  the  Libera- 
tor, with  still  increasing  venera- 
tion and  applause,  will,  I  persuade 
myself,  descend  to  the  latest  pos- 
terity of  that  mankind  whom  they 
have  benefited.  But,  to  return. 
If  I  have  myself  any  claim, 
however  small,  to  rank  among  the 
supporters  of  transfusion,  it  lies 
entirely  in  this  :  that,  undeterred 
by  clamor  or  scepticism,  I  have 
made  it  my  endeavor,  again,  to 
bring  the  operation  into  notice  ; 
and  to  show  further,  by  experi- 
ments on  animals,  and  observations 
on  the  human  body,  that  transfu- 
sion, as  it  is  called,  may  be  per- 
formed by  the  help  of  a  syringe, 
under  the  use  of  which,  human 
blood,  of  the  kinds  used,  alone  fit 
for  the  operation,  may  be  infused 
into  human  veins.  In  the  original 
operation,  brute  blood  was  em- 
ployed; but  this,  at  least,  if  taken 
indifi'erently  from  animals,  and  in- 
jected in  large  fiuantities,  is  fatal. 
For  the  original  operation,  the 
presence  of  some  animal  in  the 
bed-chamber  was  necessary;  what 
then  was  to  be  done  on  an  emer- 
gency ?  A  dog,  it  is  true,  might 
have  come  when  you  whistled, 
but  the  animal  is  small;  a  calf,  or 
sheep,  might,  to  some,  have  ap- 
peared filler  for  the  purpose;  but, 
then,  it  had  not  been  taught  to 
walk  promptly  up  the  stairs.  In 
this  condition  of  it,  the  operation, 
little  more  tlian  a  name,  was  great 
in  its  danger,  but  of  small  advan- 


tages In  those  very  cases  of  sud- 
den bleeding,  in  which  it  seemed 
to  be  most  required. 

Notwithstanding  the  sneers  of 
his  comic  countrymen,  who  placed 
him  among  the  clouds,  it  was  the 
just  boast  of  Socrates,  that  he  had 
brought  down  philosophy  from  her 
airy  speculations,  into  the  com- 
merce of  mankind  ;  and  much  it 
is  to  be  wished,  that  some  able  and 
long-lived  experimenter  would  do 
the  same  kind  office  by  physiolo- 
gy. To  me,  on  weighing  the  con- 
siderations before  enumerated, 
the  great  desideratum  in  transfu- 
sion appeared  to  be,  that,  being 
brought  from  our  lecture-rooms, 
to  which  it  had  so  long  been  con- 
fined, it  might,  in  some  improved 
form,  be  rendered  safer,  and  more 
serviceable  at  the  bed-side  of  the 
patient.  Now,  althowgh  it  was 
evident  that  transfusion  might  be 
promptly  (perhaps,  however,  not 
safely)  performed,  by  means  of  a 
tube  simply,  provided  the  artery 
of  a  bystander  could  be  laid  open; 
yet,  a  more  ready  mode  of  ren- 
dering the  operation  practically 
useful  appeared  to  be,  by  adapt- 
ing to  its  performance  the  use  of 
the  syringe  ;  and  with  the  hope, 
in  the  end  not  disappointed,  of  ac- 
complishing this  point,  I  was  led 
into  the  following  train  of  investi- 
gation : — 

That  the  blood  of  one  animal 
may  be  substituted  for  the  blood 
of  another  animal,  of  the  same  spe- 
cies, is  a  principle  which  has  been 
placed  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  Repeatedly,  as  others 
before  me,  I  have  drained  the  dog 
till  it  lay  in  a  state  of  apparent 
death,  the  blood  ceasing  to  is'sue 
even  from  a  tubule  inserted  into 
the  carotid  towards  the  heart,  the 
circulation,  therefore,  being  en- 
tirely arrested.     The  animal  be- 


698 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


iTjg,  in  this  condition,  to  all  appear- 
ance dead,  I  have  transfused  from 
another  dog,  and  found,  where  the 
operation  has  been  well  perform- 
ed, that  the  dog,  to  all  appearance 
irrecoverable,  has  soon  afterwards 
arisen  from  the  table,  as  if  it  had 
experienced  a  resuscitation  from 
the  dead.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
for  two  or  three  days,  a  little  ca- 
chexia, or  ill-health,  has  hung 
about  it  ;  but,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days  more,  the  animal  has 
seemed  to  recover  itself  com- 
pletely, becoming  as  well  as  be- 
fore the  operation  was  performed. 
Again, 

By  many  it  has  been  imagined 
hitherto,  that,  in  the  operation  of 
transfusion,  the  blood  of  one  genus 
of  animals  may  be  inditferently 
substituted  for  that  of  another  ge- 
nus  ;  the  blood  of  the  sheep,  for 
instance,  for  that  of  a  dog  ;  the 
blood  of  a  calf  for  that  of  a  man  ; 
a  doctrine  which  I  had  myself  im- 
bibed. Accordingly,  in  some  of 
the  tirst  experiments  which  were 
made,  and  which,  as  far  as  we 
can  learn,  were  by  no  means  very 
successful,  the  blood  of  the  brute 
was  substituted  for  that  of  the 
human  body  ;  but  it  was  tlrst  sug- 
gested to  me  by  one  of  my  own 
esteemed  and  respected  pupils, 
Dr.  Leacock,  that  the  blood  of 
one  genus  of  animals  may  not,  with 
impunity,  be  substituted  indifier- 
ently  for  that  of  another  genus. 
Draining  dogs  of  their  own  blood, 
he  supplied  them  from  the  sheep; 
and  found  that,  though  the  animal 
was  resuscitated  for  a  time,  the 
blood  of  the  sheep  circulating  in 
the  veins,  and  performing  the  of- 
fice of  the  canine,  so  that  the  dog 
w^as  able  to  run  about  the  room, 
yet,  in  the  course  of  ten  or  twen- 
ty hours,  I  speak  from  memory  as 
to  the  term,  the  animal  invariably 


died.  Read  his  inaugural  disser- 
tation, published  at  Edinburgh  a 
few  years  ago  :  it  is  well  worth 
attentive  perusal.  Consentaneous 
experiments,  to  be  found  at  large 
in  the  "  Researches,"  I  have  my- 
self made  with  the  human  blood. 
From  five  dogs  I  abstracted  their 
own  blood,  and,  by  means  of  a 
proper  instrument,  intromitted  the 
human  blood  in  its  place;  of  those 
dogs  one  died  on  the  table  ;  two 
or  three  lived  for  a  (eAv  hours, 
then  sinking  ;  and  some  surviving 
for  four  or  five  days,  expired,  af- 
ter many  cachectic  symptoms. 
So  that,  it  seems,  from  experi- 
ments of  this  sort,  that  the  blood 
of  one  genus  of  animals  cannot,  in 
large  quantities,  be  substituted 
indiiferently  for  the  blood  of  ano- 
ther, without  occasioning  the  most 
fatal  results.  Hence,  eminently, 
arises  a  necessity  for  the  employ- 
ment of  the  syringe,  as  this  ena- 
bles us  in  human  haemorrhages  to 
use  the  human  blood  ;  for,  even 
though  a  horse  or  a  sheep  were  at 
hand  in  the  chamber,  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  the  blood  of  that 
animal  would  save  a  woman  sink- 
ing from  bleeding,  and  I  am  sure 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  try  it. 

Further  :  by  a  variety  of  expe- 
riments, I  long  ago  satisfied  my- 
self, even  previously  to  the  pub- 
lication of  the  cases  already  be- 
fore the  profession,  that  blood  may 
be  transmitted  through  the  syringe 
as  through  the  heart,  without  be- 
coming unfit  for  the  purposes  of 
life.  Deterioration  it  suifers,  it 
is  true,  but  not  such  deterioration 
as  may  render  it  unfit  for  the  ani- 
mal body.  Several  dogs  I  have 
drained  so,  that  they  lay  in  a  state 
of  asphyxia — in  truth,  appearing 
to  be  altogether  dead.  Dogs  thus 
prepared,  I  have  replenished  by 
the  use  of  the  syringe  with  blood 
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from  other  dogs,  and  they  have 
done  as  well  as  if  transfusion  hnd 
been  performed  by  means  of  the 
tube.  It  has  not  been  in  a  few, 
but  in  many  experiments  that  I 
have  found  this  result ;  and  how 
could  I  multiply  experiments  too 
much  on  a  subject  so  important  ? 
Who  that  venerates  reason,  and 
has  the  love  of  mankind  on  the 
heart  as  well  as  on  the  tongue, 
will  dare  to  tax  such  physiology 
as  brutal. 

To  convince  myself  more  satis- 
factorily, another  scheme  of  ex- 
periments was  made,  varying  in 
circumstance,  yet  turning  on  the 
same  principle,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  rude  idea  : — 

Directing  towards  the  heart  a 
tubule  into  the  femoral  or  carotid 
artery,  and  the  corresponding 
veins,  I  placed  near  to  these  tubes 
a  cup,  in  communication  with  a 
proper  apparatus  ;  then,  allowing 
the  blood  to  rush  from  the  artery, 
as  it  gathered  in  the  bottom  of  the 
cup,  by  means  of  an  instrument 
called  the  impellor^  figured  in  my 
"  Physiological  Researches,"  I 
absorbed  the  blood  into  the  barrel 
of  a  syringe,  and  returned  it  to 
the  veins,  so  adjusting  the  return 
to  the  eruption  from  the  artery, 
that  more  than  an  ounce  of  blood 
was  never  allowed  to  accumulate 
in  the  cup  of  the  syringe  at  one 
time.  To  omit  less  decisive  ob- 
servations, in  some  of  these  expe- 
riments, the  operation  was  carried 
on  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes 
together,  the  blood  rushing  from 
the  artery  during  the  whole  time, 
so  that  all  the  blood  in  the  body 
of  the  animal  must  have  passed 
the  basin,  atid  this  too  repealf;dly, 
the  dog,  however,  not  appearing  to 
suffer  materially  in  consequence. 

From  ex[)Pi  imetits  like  these, 
given  at  large    in   the  "  Medico- 


Chirurgical  Transactions,"  and 
the  "  Researches,"  I  convinced 
myself  that  in  the  dog,  at  least, 
blood  may  be  transfused  by  the 
syringe,  without  becoming  unfit 
for  the  purposes  of  life  ;  nor  was 
it,  therefore,  I  conceive,  with 
enthusiasm  or  rashness,  that  I  first 
came  to  operate  upon  the  human 
body,  but  with  a  mind  rationally 
prepared  t  o  the  best  of  my  power, 
by  previous  reflection  and  expe- 
riment. Is  our  common  nature, 
in  general,  a  good  judge  of  enthu- 
siasm } 

These  principles  established, 
there  are  different  ways  in  which 
transfusion  may  be  performed  ; 
and  I  shall  first  briefly  state  to 
you  the  method  approved  now  by 
experience,  and  which,  perhaps, 
for  general  purposes,  may  at  pre- 
sent be  deemed  the  best.  And 
first,  then,  the  operation  may  be 
executed  by  means  of  a  well-con- 
structed two-ounce  syi-inge,  air 
secure,  made  of  brass,  tinned  in- 
ternally, not  offensive  with  oil,  of 
course  perfectly  clean,  and  to  be 
used  in  the  following  manner  : — • 
One  or  two  byslandeis  (males  are 
preferable  to  females)  being  in 
readiness  to  supply  the  requisite 
quantity  of  blood,  the  arm  of  the 
patient  should  be  prepared  as  fol- 
lows: taking  a  scalpel,  at  one  cut, 
if  tolerably  dexterous,  you  lay 
bare  the  bleeding  vein,  which 
opens  on  the  eye  under  the  knife, 
the  patient  being  so  far  from  suf- 
fering in  this  part  of  the  operation, 
that  frequently  she  is  not  aware 
that  it  has  been  done.  ,  The  ves- 
sel manifesting  itself,  you  take 
this  short  incurvated  probe,  which 
you  slide  beneath  it  at  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  incision  ;  after- 
wards, with  a  well-sharpened  lan- 
cet, laying  open  the  vein  to  the 
e.xteut  of  about  a  lint,  that  is,  one- 
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eighth  of  an  inch  ;  afterwards  in- 
tromitting,  cautiously,  at  this  ori- 
fice the  tubule  of  the  syringe,  so 
as  to  satisfy  yourselves  that  when 
you  operate,  the  entrance  will  be 
easy;  at  this  time  perhaps,  a  little 
blood  oozes  out.  This  preparation 
made,  you  bind  up  the  arm  of  the 
person  who  is  to  yield  the  supply 
of  blood,  laying  open  the  vein  in 
the  usual  manner,  but  making  the 
orifice  rather  free.  In  a  conical 
tumbler,  of  large  diameter,  the 
blood  may  be  conveniently  gather- 
ed; and  into  the  syringe,  previous- 
ly washed  and  chilled  by  transmis- 
sion of  water  milk-warm,  the 
blood  is  to  be  absorbed  from 
the  point  of  the  tumbler 
through  this  long  tubule,  in 
such  manner  that,  although  the 
whole  of  the  blood  is  not  to  be 
taken  up  lest  the  air  should  be 
drawn  in,  not  more  than  a  dessert 
spoonful  is  to  be  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate at  once  in  the  bottom  of 
the  vessel  ;  in  truth,  it  is  not  in 
the  glass,  but  the  barrel  of  the 
syringe  that  the  blood  should  col- 
lect. This  tubule  should,  as  you 
see,  be  long  enough  to  throw  the 
barrel  of  the  syringe  above  and 
beyond  the  brim  of  the  tumbler, 
so  that  it  may  be  completely  out 
of  the  way.  That  it  may  enter 
the  vein  more  easily,  the  end  of 
the  tubule  should  be  bevilled,  like 
the  tea-pot  spout. 

Two  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
arm  being  absorbed  in  this  manner, 
holding  the  syringe  vertically  with 
the  tubule  above  and  the  handle 
of  the  piston  below,  you  slowly 
urge  the  piston  onward,  till,  to- 
gether with  all  air,  about  a  des- 
sert spoonful  of  blood  has  been 
expelled;  and  then  closing  the  noz- 
zle by  the  apposition  of  the  tip  of 
the  finger,  lest,  the  piston  descend- 
ing by  its   own  gravity,  fresh  air 


should  be  absorbed,  you  give  the 
instrument  the  horizontal  direc- 
tion, and  proceed  to  insinuate  the 
blood  into  the  vein.  On  approach- 
ing the  arm  of  the  patient,  per- 
haps you  find  the  orifice  obscured 
by  the  blood;  touch  the  vein  with 
a  sponge,  and  the  aperture  may 
be  read  as  clearly  as  the  letter  of 
a  book.  At  this  time  an  assistant 
may  gently  press  the  vein,  where 
it  lies  across  the  probe,  which 
will  intercept  a  further  exudation, 
for  the  circulation  is  so  low  that 
it  is  easily  arrested.  These  pre- 
liminaries premised,  without  tre- 
pidation, with  that  calm  and 
measured  movement  of  mind  and 
body,  the  result,  not  of  mere  ani- 
mal spirits,  but  of  that  confidence 
which  arises  from  a  mind  well 
prepared,  you  proceed  to  deliver 
the  blood,  cautious  not  to  inter- 
pose unnecessary  delay.  For  this 
purpose,  the  tubule  being  insinu- 
ated into  the  vein,  to  the  extent 
of  half  an  inch  towards  the  heart, 
it  is  your  next  ofiice  to  infuse  the 
blood  into  the  vessel,  and  very 
nice  and  critical  is  this  point  of 
the  operation.  What  the  heart 
in  women  or  men  might  bear  in  a 
state  of  vigor  I  know  not,  but  re- 
duced as  it  is  in  these  cases,  fee- 
ble as  the  limb  which  refuses  to 
sustain  them,  it  cannot  support  a 
sudden  influx  of  the  blood.  To 
infuse  too  slowly  is  an  error  no 
doubt,  for,  lying  in  the  syringe, 
the  blood  every  moment  is  becom- 
ing more  and  more  deteriorated  ; 
but  to  inject  too  rapidly  is  a  still 
more  fatal  error  :  gorge  the  car- 
diac cavities,  and  the  patient  may 
perish  as  suddenly  as  if  shot 
through  the  heart.  With  mode- 
rated velocity  it  is  that  the  blood 
should  be  infused,  and  most  cau- 
tiously, when  the  collapse  is  great. 
In   pressing   forward    the  piston. 
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from  moment  to  moment,  fix  your 
eye  on  the  countenance,  and  if  all 
is  well,  then  proceed  more  boldly; 
but  if  the  lip  quiver,  or  the  eyelid 
flicker,  or  if  there  be  restlessness 
or  vomiting,  though  these  are  not 
fatal  symptoms,  yet  it  is  better  to 
suspend  your  operation  until  they 
subside,  as  in  the  present  state  of 
our  information  there  is  good  cause 
for  alarm  ;  and  let  me  add,  that 
after  waiting  in  this  manner,  you 
must  not  return  to  the  injection, 
until  you  have  procured  a  fresh 
supply  of  blood.  If  the  first  two 
ounces  load,  it  is  better  to  wait  a 
few  minutes,  say  six  or  eight,  be- 
fore more  is  injected;  but  if  these 
first  two  ounces  are  u'ell  received 
by  the  system,  proceed  imme- 
diately to  inject  other  two  after- 
wards, waiting  for  eight  or  ten 
minutes,  till  the  whole  have  duly 
circulated  over  the  body,  and,  in 
some  measure,  at  least,  have  re- 
newed its  vigor  ;  under  the  ex- 
tremes of  weakness,  this  caution 
becomes  especially  necessary.  Six- 
teen ounces  of  blood  for  the  fe- 
male system  is  a  large  aggregate 
quantity — eight  or  ten  are  more 
sparing  ;  four  or  five  may,  in  deli- 
cate cases,  turn  the  scale  in  our 
favor.  If  our  object  is  simply  to 
save  life,  the  smaller  quantities 
must  be  injected  ;  if  to  restore 
vigor,  the  larger.  Whether  we 
transfuse  or  not  after  floodings, 
reaction  is  apt  to  come  on  next 
day.  The  entrance  of  a  single 
Rubble  of  air,  though  not  fatal,  is 
always  to  be  deprecated.  In- 
flammation of  the  vein  is  a  neat 
topic  of  declamation  ;  after  the 
danger  is  blown  over,  listen  with 
decent  attention  ;  till  then  you 
have  not  time  to  think  about  it — 
Antipater,  and  the  myo-machia, 
may  cross  the  classical  mind.  If 
the  blood  dribble  from  the  arm 


which  supplies  you,  or  if  it  ho 
slightly  coagulated,  it  is  unsafe, 
if  not  wholly  unfit,  for  use.  Wash 
the  syringe  between  each  injec- 
tion. Watch  the  arm  lest  it  in- 
flame afterw^ards.  If  the  respi- 
ration be  stopped,  it  is,  I  fear,  in 
vain  to  transfuse  ;  if  respiration  is 
at  its  last  gasp,  the  hope  is  small 
— a  sudden  influx  of  two  ounces 
would,  I  think,  certainly  destroy 
in  these  cases.  Would  the  heart 
bear,  at  proper  intervals,  doses 
of  half  an  ounce?  If  the  respira- 
tion be  steady,  you  are  almost 
certain  of  success.  The  best  sy- 
ringes I  know  of  are  those  of  Laun- 
dy,  Weiss,  Reid,  and  Scott. 
Laundy's  are  made  according  to 
my  own  whim  ;  of  cpurse  I  think 
them  preferable.  Transfusion 
from  artery  to  vein,  perhaps  even 
from  vein  to  vein,  might  be  ac- 
complished by  tubule  simply  ; 
could  you,  however,  obtain  rea- 
dily those  who  would  supply  you 
in  this  mode,  the  arterial  transfu- 
sion especially  would  require  cau- 
tion ;  if  the  heart  were  very  fee- 
ble, an  impetuous  influx  would 
destroy. 

By  means  of  this  gravitator, 
blood  may  be  transmitted.  Wa- 
ter poured  into  the  cup  runs  down 
the  flexible  vertical  tube,  which 
hangs  below,  expelling  the  air  ; 
being  itself  retained  in  the  canal, 
by  turning  the  tap,  when  not  more 
than  a  tea-spoonful  remains  in  the 
point  of  the  conical  cup  here 
shown.  The  air  being  expelled  in 
this  manner,  the  tubule  at  the  end 
of  the  vertical  tube  is  inserted 
into  the  vein,  and  the  arm  which 
supplies  the  blood  is  held  oVer 
the  cup,  as  is  usual  in  ordinary 
bleeding.  A  fall  of  two  or  three 
inches,  perhaps  less,  is  sufficient 
to  insure  the  ijravitation  of  blood 
mto  the  vein — so  empty,  that  it 
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makes  no  resistance  ;  the  blood 
runs  out  of  the  cup  into  the  body, 
as  through  any  other  vessel  with 
leakage.  The  cup  must  not  be 
suffered  to  run  empty,  as  air  will 
be  carried  in.  The  rapidity  of 
the  flow  may  be  regulated  by  this 
tap  in  the  throat  of  the  tubule. 
I  have  contrived  tliis  instrument, 
in  order  that  we  may  have  it  in 
our  power  to  pass  the  blood  direct, 
without  delay,  from  one  body  to 
another.  To  learn  the  ready  use 
of  the  gravitator,  you  should,  when 
bleeding  patients,  transmit  their 
blood  through  the  instrument,  as 
if  you  were  operating.  In  this 
world  of  imposition,  I  suppose  we 
may  be  forgiven,  if  we  avoid  ob- 
jections by  pretending  that  this  is 
done  to  prepare  the  blood  for  ex- 
amination. "  Mihi  ignosco"  may, 
peihaps,  condemn  the  deception, 
and  it  may  be  not  without  reason. 
But  let  us  now  consider  some  of 
the  ol)jections  against  transfusion. 
Against  this  operation  it  may  be 
urged,  as  against  most  operations, 
that  it  is  not  without  its  daiiger  ; 
and  it  may  be  so.  But  this  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  lay  it  aside, 
if  in  any  case  it  be  necessary;  for, 
in  truth,  every  operation  of  surge- 
ry has  its  danger  :  amputation  has 
its  danger — the  oi)eration  for  her- 
nia— the  introduction  of  the  cathe- 
ter— the  cutting  for  the  stone,  for 
all  do  not  possess  the  dexterity  of 
my  very  able  colleague,  Mr.  Key. 
As,  then,  every  operation  we  per- 
form is  attended  with  more  or  less 
danger,  unless  it  be  proved,  which 
it  cannot,  that  the  injection  of  blood 
is  attended  with  more  surgical 
danger  than  ordinary,  why  should 
we  urge  this  in  a  solitary  manner 
as  an  objection  against  transfusion? 
Again,  it  is  sometimes  objected, 
that  the  operation  may  be  need- 
lessly per  formed  ;  and  it  may    be 


so.  How^  often  will  you,  in  the 
course  of  your  practice  hereafter, 
give  medicine,  with  no  advantage 
to  your  patient,  though  it  may  be 
with  some  advantage  to  yourself. 
How  often  is  venesection  perform- 
ed needlessly  ?  How  often  has 
lithotomy  been  performed  need- 
lessly ?  How  many  legs  have 
been  taken  off,  where,  if  the  pa- 
tients had  been  under  better  sur- 
gery, they  would  still  have  had 
their  limbs  ?  Why,  then,  are  we 
to  bring  this  as  a  solitary  objection 
to  the  operation  of  transfusion?  If 
you  transfuse  too  copiously,  you 
may  take  the  blood  out  again,  but 
when  you  overbleed  in  inflamma- 
tion, what  will  you  do  ?  It  may 
be  said  again,  that  the  operation 
may  sometimes  prove  unavailing, 
and  so  it  may  ;  for  he  would  be  a 
bold  man  indeed,  who  would  ven- 
ture to  alTirm  that  this,  or  perhaps 
any  operation,  ought  always  to 
succeed.  You  amputate  a  limb, 
but  sometimes  the  patient  dies. 
You  perform  venesection,  yet  the 
inflammation  proceeds  notwith- 
standing, and  destroys  the  patient. 
So  that  if  you  candidly  weigh  in 
your  minds  the  arguments  that  are 
raised  against  transfusion,  you  will 
fmd  they  are  objections  which  do 
not  lie  singly  against  this  opera- 
tion, but  against  surgery  at  large, 
— nay,  against  the  whole  of  the 
medical  art  itself;  sometimes  not 
without  danger,  sometimes  used 
without  need,  and  sometimes  not 
producing  any  obviously  bene- 
ficial effects,  and  yet,  after  all, 
so  well  calculated  on  the  whole, 
for  the  advantag:-!  of  mankind,  that 
no  people,  civilized  or  barljarons, 
arc  entirely  without  it.  Why, 
then,  I  ask  again,  are  these  objec- 
tions urged  alone — against  trans- 
fusion ?  Is  it  apathy — is  it  the 
trouble   of  learning — is   it   negli- 
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gence  of  reasoning — is  it  that  un- 
named and  unacknowledged  feel- 
ing which  devours  itself — a  very 
Proteus  in  the  variety  of  decent 
garhs  which  it  assumes  ? 

After  all,  among  the  members 
of  a  liberal  profession,  like  that 
of  medicine,  I  persuade  myself 
that  these  objections,  even  when 
urged  without  due  candor,  arise, 
at  bottom,  from  no  unworthy  mo- 
tive; perhaps  from  an  honest  con- 
viction of  the  essential  uncertainty 
of  our  art,  and  the  risk,  which 
there  must  be,  of  incurring  new 
dangers,  while  we  are  flattering 
ourselves  that  we  are  the  disco- 
verers of  new  remedies. 


Audi 


IS'iiUa  unquam  de  vita  homiiium  cunctatio 
longa  est." 

The  more  the  discussion,  the 
more  objection  and  defence  the 
operation  has  to  undei-go,  the  bet- 
ter. If  it  be  grounded  in  error, 
let  it  perish;  if  in  just  principles,  it 
must  survive.  From  the  severest 
conflicts  of  opinion,  truth  has  no- 
thing to  fear  ;  though  long  to  us, 
to  her  a  thousand  years  are  but 
as  one  day — a  point — a  nothing  in 
the  eternity  of  her  duration.  Op- 
pressed, among  us,  beneath  the 
chaos  of  human  follies  and  errors, 
she  must,  she  will  emerge  unhurt 
at  last — unchangeable  as  her  au- 
thor. By  the  mere  force  of  du- 
rability, she  must  ultimately  stand 
alone — solitary  amid  the  wreck 
of  those  perishable  materials,  by 
which,  for  a  time,  she  is  over- 
whelmed— "and  the  ark  floated 
in  the  mid-it  of  the  waters."  To 
her,  the  living  spirit  of  philosophy 
— immutable,  immortal,  infinite, 
eternal  truth — to  her,  parent  of 
all  knowledge — fountain  of  light, 
may  be  addressed,  without  per- 
version or  hyperbole,  the  sublime 
apostrophe  of  the  poet  : — 


"  The  stars  shall  fade  away,  the  sun  him- 
self 

Grow  dim  with  age,  aad  nature  sink  in 
years, 

But  thou  shalt flourish  in  immortal  youth:" 

you  know  the  rest. 

When  on  the  subject  of  trans- 
fusion, I  should  be  guilty  of  cri- 
minal injustice  were  I  to  forget  to 
mention  with  applause  the  names 
of  Doubleday  and  Waller.  Their 
exertions  stand  in  need  of  no  com- 
memoration from  me,  but  I  may 
be  allowed  to  remark,  that,  what- 
ever advantage  may  be  hereafter 
derived  from  this  operation,  to 
them  mankind  will  be  largely  in- 
debted for  it.  Through  evil  re- 
port and  good  report,  they  have 
labored  devotedly  to  uphold  and 
practise  it  ;  and,  I  trust,  that  in 
the  approbation  of  the  public,  and 
that  complacency  of  feeling  which 
arises  from  the  consciousness  of 
not  having  ill  deserved,  they  may, 
hereafter,  find  the  full  remunera- 
tion of  all  their  exertions. 


III. 

From  the  IVIed.  Chir.  Transactions. 

Observations  upon  Depositions  of 
Pus  and  Lymph^  occurring  in  the 
Lungs  and  other  Viscera^  after 
Injuries  of  different  parts  of  the 
Body. 

By  Tho.mas  Ross,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Sur- 
geon to  St.  George's  Hospiud. 

There  has  long  been  a  vague 
opinion  amongst  surgeons,  that 
abscesses  occasionally  form  in  the 
thoracic  or  abdominal  viscera,  as 
a  conse(|uence  of  injuries  of  the 
head.  In  this  country,  however, 
the  doctrine  has  been  little  insist- 
ed on  ;  and,  indeed,  we  hud,  that 
our  princi|)al writers  on  injuries  of 
the  head  liave  been  entirely  silent 
upon  the  subject,  regarding,  we 
presume,   the   occasional   collec- 
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tions  of  matter  alluded  to,  as  ac- 
cidental occurrences  ;  but,  if  we 
may  credit  the  writings  of  conti- 
nental surgeons,  especially  De- 
fault, thoracic  and  abdominal  ab- 
scesses are  clearly  the  results  of 
cerebral  injuries. 

It  is  the  object  of  Mr.  Rose  to 
show,  that  abscesses  in  the  lungs, 
and  other  viscera,  equally  follow 
wounds  of  other  parts  of  the  body 
as  of  the  head.  He  says,  that  he 
has  seen  repeated  instances  of  the 
disease  in  the  liver,  the  spleen, 
and  the  lungs,  after  various  acci- 
dents, and  he  has  failed  in  disco- 
vering any  predisposing  state  of 
constitution  in  the  patients  so  af- 
fected, many  of  whom  were  young 
and  vigorous,  and  treated  on  the 
strict  antiphlogistic  plan.  With 
others, (compound  fractures, &c.,) 
as  soon  as  the  inflammatory  symp- 
toms had  subsided,  means  were 
used  for  supporting  the  strength, 
but  there  was  no  diirej"ence  in  the 
formation  of  the  internal  abscess. 
In  all  the  cases  the  collection  of 
matter  took  place  between  the 
•end  of  the  second  and  fifth  week 
-from  the  time  of  the  accident. 
"The  post-mortem  appearances 
;are  thus  described  : — ■ 

"  The  disease  consists,  appa- 
rently, of  depositions  in  the  cel- 
lular texture  of  the  affected  or- 
gan, partly  of  a  white  or  yellow- 
ish-colored lymph,  and  partly  of 
pus.  These  depositions  vary  in 
size  from  beyond  the  bulk  of  the 
largest  walnut  to  something  less 
than  a  common  pea.  Where  the 
lymph  is  most  abundant,  they  may 
be  described  as  a  soft  white  tu- 
bercle of  irregular  shape,  not 
contained  in  a  cyst,  but  imbedded 
in  the  cellular  substance  of  the 
part,  and  gradually  blending  with 
its  natural  structure.  When 
pressed,  some  pus  exudes   from 


them.  Where  the  pus  collects  in 
greater  quantity,  it  is  lodged  in  an 
irregular  cavity,  probably  in  the 
middle  of  some  of  the  tubercles, 
and  the  walls  of  the  abscesses  are 
formed  of  flakes  of  lymph.  The 
number  of  these  tubercles  and  ab- 
scesses vary  in  different  instances, 
there  being  sometimes  only  one  or 
two,  and  sometimes  the  whole  vis- 
cus  being  filled  with  them.  In 
the  lungs  they  are  chiefly  formed 
in  the  parts  adjacent  to  the  pleura 
pulmonalis,  and  there  is  often,  at 
the  same  time,  an  effusion  into  the 
cavity  of  that  membrane  of  a  se- 
ro-purulent  fluid  mixed  with 
lymph.  In  the  liver  and  spleen 
they  are  dispersed  throughout  the 
substance,  showing  themselves  in 
one  or  more  yellowish  patches, 
not  elevated,  on  the  convex  sur- 
face of  the  great  lobe  of  the  for- 
mer viscus,  and  at  other  times 
lodged  in  its  substance.  The  parts 
adjacent  to  them  show  evident 
marks  of  increased  vascularity." 

''  Case  1. — Abscesses  in  the  Lungs, 
with  extravasation  of  lymph  and 
jjns  into  the  cavities  of  the  pleura, 
after  ivound  and  amputation  of 
the  arm. 

"A  soldier  received  a  musket- 
shot  wound  in  the  elbow-joint  of 
his  left  arm,  on  the  31st  of  Au- 
gust, 1813.  The  ball  fractured 
both  the  condyles  of  the  os  brachii, 
and  the  corouoid  process  of  the 
ulna.  He  was  attacked  with  fe- 
ver a  few  days  after,  but  the  in- 
flammatory symptoms  in  the  arm 
did  not  run  particularly  high. 

"After  rather  more  than  three 
weeks,  these  febrile  symptoms 
continuing,  with  copious  discharge 
from  the  wound,  and  his  general 
health  and  strength  declining,  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  ampu- 
tate his  arm.     This  was  done  on 
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the  24th  of  September.  On  the 
second  morning  after,  the  febrile 
symptoms  had  diminished  ;  but 
towards  the  middle  of  that  day, 
he  was  seized  with  a  slight  rigor, 
which  lasted  for  ten  minutes  or  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  profuse  sweat.  The 
rigor  returned  on  the  evening  of 
the  27th,  and  during  that  night, 
and  through  the  whole  of  the  2Sth, 
the  perspiration  was  constant.  On 
the  latter  of  these  days,  tiie  stump 
was  examined  ;  union  had  taken 
place  every  where,  except  at  the 
openings  for  the  ligatures.  On 
the  29th,  the  same  symptoms  con- 
tinued, with  a  dry  shining  tongue. 
All  the  ligatures  came  away,  ex- 
cept that  on  the  brachial  artery. 
On  the  oOth,  his  breathing  was 
found  to  be  more  hurried,  but  he 
took  a  full  inspiration  without 
pain.  He  had  slept  a  good  deal 
in  the  night,  but  his  sleep  was 
disturbed.  Perspired  copiously. 
His  bowels  perfectly  regular.  At 
this  time  the  stump  was  flaccid, 
but  union  was  going  on.  During 
that  day  the  hurried  breathing  in- 
creased, and  at  four  the  next 
morning  he  expired  ;  being  the 
seventh  day  after  the  operation, 
and  the  thirty-first  after  he  had 
received  the  wound. 

"  Post-mortem  Examination. — 
In  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  on 
the  left  side,  more  than  a  pint  of 
sero-purulent  fluid  was  found  ef- 
fused, mixed  with  loose  flakes  of 
coagulable  lymph.  The  pleura 
pulmonalis  and  pleura  costalis 
were  glued  together  in  parts  by 
the  lymph,  and  were  highly  vas- 
cular. Numerous  circumscribed 
abscesses  were  found  imbedded 
in  the  cellular  structure  of  the 
lungs,  principally  in  those  parts 
nearest  the  pleura.  These  ab- 
scesses were   perfectly    distinct 


from  the  parenchymatous  sub- 
stance of  the  lung,  by  which  they 
^vere  surrounded,  and  which  ap- 
peared in  no  way  afi'ected,  except 
by  showing  greater  vascularity. 
They  did  not  appear  to  be  invest- 
ed by  any  cyst  of  condensed  mem- 
brane ;  and  in  many  of  them,  in- 
stead of  pus,  or  mixed  with  pus, 
was  a  whitish  substance,  probably 
common  lymph.  On  the  right 
side  of  the  thorax,  the  appear- 
ances were  somewhat  similar,  but 
the  eff'usion  was  to  a  much  less 
extent.  The  viscera  of  the  ab- 
domen were  healthy. 

"  Case  2. — Abscesses  in  the  Lungs, 
Liver,  and  Spleen,  after  compound 
fracture  of  the  leg. 

"  William  Deane,  21  years  of  age, 
admitted  into  St.  George's  Hospi- 
tal, on  the  23d  of  July,  1825,  with 
a  compound  fracture  of  the  tibia 
and  fibula  of  his  right  leg. 

"  On  the  27th,  there  was  con- 
siderable tumefaction,  inflamma- 
tion having  diff'ased  itself  through 
the  cellular  tissue,  and  a  good 
deal  of  bloody  serum  oozed  from 
the  wound.  This  was  followed 
by  a  sharp  attack  of  erysipelas, 
which  spread  over  the  thigh,  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  integu- 
ments of  the  abdomen.  By  free 
incisions  wherever  matter  could 
be  detected,  moderate  vencbcc- 
tion  once  or  twice,  and  saline  dia- 
phoretics, these  symptoms  subsid- 
ed, but  left  him  a  good  deal  ema- 
ciated. On  the  evening  of  the  2d 
of  August  the  erysipelas  had  dis- 
appeared; he  had  little  fever,  but 
profuse  discharge. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  iie 
Avas  seized  with  a  severe  rigor, 
followed  by  sickness.  His  pulse 
at  noon  was  120;  tongue  brown 
and  dry  ;  great  heat  of  skin,  and 
restlessness.     Aperient  medicine 
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was  given,  and  afterwards  effer- 
vescing draughts,  witli  small  doses 
of  antiruonial  wine. 

'•  On  the  4lh  he  was  better, 
and  his  pulse  had  sunk  to  108. 
There  was  a  slight  relapse  of 
erysipelas  over  a  part  of  the  ab- 
domen. The  wound  discharged 
profusely. 

"  On  the  5th,  he  was  still  bet- 
ter, his  pulse  was  96,  and  the 
erysipelas  was  again  subsiding. 
Ordered  some  wine. 

"  On  the  6th  his  countenance 
was  not  so  favorable.  He  was 
ordered  sulphate  of  quinine.  This 
produced  no  good  effect,  his 
tongue  gradually  becoming  more 
parched  and  dry. 

"  On  the  9th,  he  complained  of 
an  unpleasant  sense  of  rising  from 
the  stomach,  with  an  excessive 
heat  in  his  throat,  but  could  bear 
pressure  on  the  abdomen  without 
pain.  In  the  evening  of  that  day 
he  had  an  attack  of  stupor,  and 
lay  for  many  hours  in  a  state  of 
nearly  complete  insensibility,  with 
contracted  pupils.  Me  died  on 
the  evening  of  the  11th,  being  the 
twentieth  day  from  the  dale  of 
the  accident. 

"  Post-mortem  Examination. — 
The  vessels  of  the  pia  mater  and 
brain  were  more  turgid  than  na- 
tural, and  there  was  a  considera- 
ble etfusion  of  serum  into  the  ven- 
tricles. In  the  thorax,  there  were 
several  circumscribed  abscesses 
in  the  lungs  on  each  side,  but 
chiefly  in  those  on  the  right. 
These  were  situated  in  the  outer 
part  of  the  lungs,  towards  the 
pleura,  and  varied  in  bulk,  from 
that  of  a  small  pea  to  that  of  a 
large  nut.  Their  contents  were 
evidently  a  loose  sort  of  lymph, 
through  which  pus  w'as  every 
where  beginning  to  be  diffused, 
as  could    be   shown  bv  its   issuing: 


when  they  were  gently  pressed. 
On  the  upper  part  of  the  convex 
surface  of  the  great  lobe  of  tlie 
liver,  a  large  mass  of  a  similar 
character  was  visible,  of  a  per- 
fectly white  color,  appearing  un- 
der the  peritoneal  covering.  It 
was  two  or  three  inches  in  diame- 
ter, and  when  cut  into,  was  found 
to  extend  at  least  two  inches  in 
depth,  into  the  substance  of  the 
liver,  which,  every  where  bor- 
dering on  it,  had  a  natural  appear- 
ance, and  did  not  seem  to  be  in 
any  way  condensed.  A  somewhat 
paler  line  marked  where  the  two 
structures  were  blended.  The 
mass  consisted  of  loose  lymj)h, 
with  pus  diffused  through  it,  as  in 
the  lungs.  On  the  right  edge  of 
the  great  lobe,  under  the  short 
ribs,  there  was  another  mass  of 
the  same  nature,  but  of  a  smaller 
size,  and  one  or  tv/o  similar 
patches  under  the  capsule  of  the 
spleen.  No  attempt  at  union  had 
taken  place  in  the  fracture. 

(To  be  continued.) 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  NOV.  4,  1S28. 

The  following  case  has  been  men- 
lioiied  in  the  newspapers,  and  it  may 
serve  in  some  measure  to  check  the 
credidity  of  many  persons  with  re- 
gard to  such  stories,  if  we  give  pub- 
licity to  the  following  account  of  the 
phenomenon  from  a  medical  eye- 
witness. 

"  Remarkable  Appearance  in  the 
Eijcs  of  a  Child. — One  of  the  lead- 
ing wonders  of  the  day  in  the  French 
c.'ipital,  to  which  the  '  seekers  of  the 
extraordinary'  have  been  lately  at- 
tracted, has  been  an  infant  of  three 
years  of  a<>e,  who  was  said  to  liaye 
the  vvorfls  Napoleon  Emperkur  very 
clearly  marked  in  her  eyes.     Unwill- 
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ing  to    allow  this  lusiis  to  escape  us,  and  age  of  its  father  ;    and    there  is 

we  took  advantage  of  an  opportunity,  now  living   at  Hull  a  boy,  who  is  re- 

affbrded    us  by  the  kindness  of  JMr.  puvtad  to  hnve  hh  name,  John  White, 

Guthrie,*   of  judging   for   ourselves,  very   clearly  marked   in   the  iris   of 

We   confess  we  were   before  a  little  each  eye.  In  most  persons  who  have 

sceptical    upon    the    subject.       The  light-colored  eyes,  there  may  be  seen 

fact   is   simply  this:    The   child  has  around  the  circle  of  the  iris  irregular 

light  blue  eyes,  the  irides  being  very  lines  and    marks   of  various   forms; 

strongly  striated  with  irregular  while  and,  in  the  above  cases,  these  natural 

lines,   which    have  been    thought    to  appearances  have  been  tortured  into 

constitute  the  above  ominous  words,  difi'erent  words  by  the  creative  fancy 

In   our  opinion,  it   would   require    a  of  different  individuals,  either   froni 

very  poetical  vision,  and  a  great  deal  a  love  of  the  marvellous  or  from  in- 

of  imagination,    to    discover     them,  terested    niotives." — Lon.  Med.  and 

Some  of  the  lines  certainly  resen)ble  Phys.  Journal. 

letters,  but  we  endeavored  in  vain  to  

make  out   any  distinct  words.     It  is 

true  we  had  no   magnifying  glass  at  to    correspondents. 

hand,  which  the   mother  assured  us  rr,    „          ,       r a  \r  r*  ?'„.,.:. />r>. v. 
'                              111  The  Kemarks  ot  "iM.U.    on  a  corn- 
was   necessary  to   make   the  letters  .         ai  j-     i 
clearly  perceptible.  munication  in  the  American  Medical 
"  The  French   police  have  taken  Journal,  have  been  received.    Before 
alarm,  and   have   deemed  it  prudent  publishing   them   the  Editors  would 
to  deprive  the  friends  of  various  cer-  ^^.jgj^  ^^   have  a  personal   interview 
lificates    which    they    had     obtained  .  ,     ,           , 
/.         j-cr        .                           ,•       .\    .  With  tlie  author. 
irom  dmercnt  persons,  asserting  that 

they  could  with  facility  decipher  the     —  

much  dreaded  name.    We  remember 
that,  some  years   ago,  the   name   of 
Napoleon  was  said  to  have  been  de- 
tected   upon    a    hen's   e^^,   in   good  Ending  Oct.  24,  ai  noon. 
round  German  text.    The  times  were  Oct.  17.  Louisa  Jackson,                    6  mo, 
then  propitious  for  the  occurrence  of  1^-  Jo^iah  Rogers,                     33  yrs. 
,1                               u    A    -i'  -i  Catharine  Quinn,                    o4 

such  a  phenomenon  ;    but,  it  it  were  ^enry  P.  o.  Brien,             12  mo. 

to  happen  now,   the    ill-fated  animal  19.  Alary  E.  Beckham,             21 

would  probablv  be  placed  under  the  Harriet  A.  De.uer,               13 

.   •    .                11    '           »•  .u                ]•            c  Nancy  Harris,                         oo  yrs. 

Strict  surveillance  ol  the  guardians  01  Mary  Enoiish                      23 

public  tranquillity.       If  the  memory  20.  Mary  Corcoran,                  20 

of  Bonaparte   is    not  kept   alive  by  Catharine  M.  Plummer,      50 

any    more     alarming     circumstance  21.  Sw  Honoi;  ^^"'            7!  Jr. 

than  the  appearance  in    the    eyes   of  John  B.  Greene,                 24 

this   very  engaging  infant,  the  Bour-  22.  Samuel  Low,                       40 

bon  dynasty  will  not  be  endanirered.  „.,  f^'^  \-  ^\^^i^'           ?S 

iir     If'        ...            Ill  ^^-  Mary  Ann  \valsh,                   \i 

—  We  believe  it  is  intended  to  make  Jacob  F.  Coombs,                 8  mo. 

a  public  exhibition  of  the  child.  Sophia  W.  Leach,               15 

"  We  are  informed  that  Dr.  Mun-  ^^'"^^  ^J'^^^y.                    54  yrs, 

-r-,-    u        \     I-                 1          1  -1  •      1  James  H.  Taylor,                   89 

ro,ot  Ldinburgh, frequently  exhibited  24.  John  Bradford,                    15 

to  his  class,  about  two   years  ago,   a  .  . 

1  -1  1      ■           I       _  Bilious  fever,  1 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1 — 

child,    in    whose    eyes   many  persons  consumption,  4l-dysentery,  2-dropsy  in 'the 

imagined  ihey  could  trace     the  nante  head,  2— diarrhcea,  1— grastritis,  1— hooping 

— —  cough,  2 — infantile,  1 — intemperance,   1 — in- 

^ ,                       ^         ,  ,.  ,  flanimation  in  the  bowels,  1 — liver  complaint, 

*  At  this  time    she  was    not   pubhcly  ^_^^^  ^^^^  1-unknown,  3.     Males,   10-fe- 

exhibited.— Ld.  males,  12.     Stillborn,  1.     Total,  23. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ABERNETHY'S   LECTURES. 

TFIHIS  day  published  bj'  Benjamin  Per- 
JL  kins  Sc.  Co.  Lectures  on  ^nalomy^ 
Surgery^  and  Pathology^  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases^ — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abkrnethy 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boslon,  Sept.  22,  1828. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAVV  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  \Vh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
■will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 


BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
"  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Stethoscope, 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
by  VV.  N.  Ryland,  with  Notes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 
-Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6w. 

NATHAN  .TARVJS, 

Druggist  and  Apothtcary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.\fe  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The    old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  IN- 
TELLIGENCER. 

IT  is  now  some  months  since  the  sub- 
scribers ceased  to  publish  this  paper, 
and  they  are  desirous  of  closing  its  con- 
cerns. 

Subscribers  who  are  still  indebted  for 
this  paper   are  therefore   once  more    re- 


quested to  transmit  the  amount  of  their 
bills  either  to  this  office,  or  to  one  of  the 
agents  named  below,  without  further  loss 
of  time.  Such  bills  as  remain  unpaid  af- 
ter ninety  days  from  this  notice,  will  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  an  attorney  for  col- 
lection. 

Money  may  be  sent  by  post  at  the  risk 
of  the  undersigned,  provided  there  shall 
exist  evidence  that  the  letter  containing 
it  has  been  duly  mailed  for  one  of  us. 

N.  B.   37  1-2  cents  are  to  be  added  to 
each   bill  ^jresented   before   the    14th   of 
May,   1828,  to   conform   to  the  terms  on 
which  the  5tli  volume  was  published. 
JOHN  COTTON, 
JOHN  G.  COFFIN. 

Agents  for  the  above. 

Barnet  Peters,  Portland,  Me. 

Charles  Coffin,  P.M.  Buxton,  Me. 

Weare  C.  Little,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Charles  S.  Francis,  NewYork,  N.  Y. 

R.  H.  Small,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  or 

John  Mortimer,      "  " 

Gideon  B.  Smith,  Baltimore,  Md.  Patri- 
ot Office. 

Lemuel  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Drake  &  Conclin,  Cincinnati,  O. 

J.  W.  Foster,  Portsmouth,  N.  H, 

Chauncey  Goodrich,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Geo.  Dana,  Providence,  R.  I. 

T.  O.  H.  Croswell,  p.  M.  Catskill,  N.Y. 

"VV.  H.  Coffin,  P.  M.  Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Oct.  28. 

EU^iJt'iilrkN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 

ATHENEUM ; 

OR,  SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES. 

THE  Atheneum  is  published  on  the  1st 
and  15th  of  every  month,  each  num- 
ber containing  40  pages,  large  octavo.  It 
consists  of  selections  from  the  best  English 
Magazines,  and  is  intended  as  a  Miscella- 
ny for  all  classes  of  readers.  The  price 
of  the  work,  with  plates  of  the  fash- 
ions, is  six  dollars  a  year  ;  without  them, 
five  dollars.  Other  plates  will  occasion- 
ally be  given,  and  sent  to  all  the  subscrib- 
ers, without  additional  charge. 

184  Washington  Street,  Boston. 
Nov.  4. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
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paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
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I. 

Case  of  Erysipelas  in  an  Infant, 
treated  bij  Blisters. 

Communicated  for  tlic  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  John  Ware,  M.D. 

I.  M.  a  female  infant,  aged  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  months,  had 
suffered  from  a  slight  burn  on  the 
outside  of  the  left  knee,  which 
had  merely  destroyed  the  cuticle 
and  produced  a  little  inflammation 
in  the  skin  beneath.  July  30th,  a 
few  days  after  this  had  happened, 
and  when  it  had  ceased  to  excite 
much  attention,  her  mother  per- 
ceived a  small  red  spot  upon  the 
inside  of  the  same  knee.  This 
gradually  spread,  and  in  two  days 
had  extended  downwards  to  the 
ankle,  and  nearly  around  the  whole 
leg — and  upwards  about  half  way 
to  the  groin  upon  the  inside  of  the 
thigh.  At  this  time,  Aug.  1st,  it 
was  first  visited.  The  parts  first 
affected  with  the  inflammation 
were  covered  with  vesicles, and  in 
one  spot  on  the  inside  of  the  calf 

39 


of  the  leg  the  cuticle  had  been  torn 
off,  leaving  the  open  inflamed  sur- 
face of  the  cutis  underneath,  which 
had  a  dark,  livid  appearance.  The 
whole  leg  and  lower  part  of  the 
thigh  were  swelled  to  a  size  a 
third  larger  than  natural,  and  the 
flesh  beneath  had  a  hard,  unequal 
feeling,  as  if  it  were  in  lobes  or 
lumps,  and  it  slightly  pitted  upon 
pressure.  The  skin  generally, 
and  that  of  the  limb  particularly, 
was  hot — the  pulse  were  120. 
The  child  was  restless  and  unea- 
sy, but  did  not  cry,  and  wished  to 
lie  constantly  at  the  breast.  The 
mother  had  applied  New-Eagland 
Rum  and  a  sugar  of  lead  wash. 
She  was  directed  to  keep  the 
limb  constantly  wet  with  diluted 
alcohol,  and  to  give  every  two 
hours  thirty  drops  of  the  following 
mixture  : — 

R.     Snip!).  Quinin.  gr.  iv. 
Aq.  distill.  3ij. 
Syr.  Cort.  Aurant.  3ss. 

In  the  evening  the  disease  was 
found    extending     in    all     direc- 
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tions.  The  lunar  caustic  was  A  blister  five  inches  in  length  and 
applied  on  (he  inside  and  fore  part  half  an  inch  in  width  was  put  on 
of  the  thigh  upon  the  healthy  skin,  the  sound  skin  along  the  edge  of 
along  the  edge  of  the  inflammation,  the  inflammation  on  the  inside  of 
and  at  about  a  third  of  an  inch  the  thigh,  just  below  the  groin, 
from  it.  The  part  thus  acted  Medicines  and  external  applica- 
upon  by  the  caustic  was  four  tions  continued, 
inches  in  length  and  about  half  an  Aug.  4.  The  blister  has  risen 
inch  wide.  Five  grains  of  calo-  well,  and  there  has  been  no  ex- 
mel,  with  three  of  Dover's  pow-  tension  of  the  disease  in  that  di- 
der,  were  administered.  On  the  rection,  whilst  it  has  continued  in 
next  morning,  Aug.  2d,  the  disease  every  other.  The  toot  is  exceed- 
had  passed  the  line  of  the  cauter-  ingly  swollen  and  red,  except  the 
ized  surface  upwards,  was  ex-  toes,  which  are  entirely  Avhite  and 
tending  round  upon  the  outside  of  bloodless.  On  the  parts  around 
the  thigh,  and  had  passed  down-  the  knee,  where  the  disease  seem- 
wards  so  as  to  involve  the  whole  ed  to  be  dying  away,  it  appears  to 
foot,  which  was  red,  tense  and  be  returning.  The  limb  is  colder 
shining.  There  was,  however,  no  than  it  has  hitherto  been,  except 
vesications  upon  the  parts  newly  in  those  parts  where  the  inflam- 
inflanied,  and  the  spot  where  the  niation  has  just  begun,  and  cotton 
disease  began  looked  better.  The  wadding  was  wrapped  around  it. 
cauterized  surface  had  risen  up  The  respiration  is  slower  than 
in  blisters,  and  was  black.  Treat-  natural,  even  and  regular;  the 
ment  was  continued,  and  several  countenance  is  pale  and  shrunk  ; 
operations  from  the  bowels  pro-  the  pulse  very  feeble,  varying 
cured  by  t\vo  drachms  of  castor  from  134  to  150.  The  child 
oil.  In  the  course  of  the  day  the  worries  a  good  deal,  but  does  not 
child  became  stupid,  and  was  cry.  It  continues  very  thirsty 
roused  with  diHiculty.  The  sur-  and  anxious  for  the  breast.  At 
face  was  generally  cold,  and  the  night,  the  other  medicines  were 
pulse,  which  were  feeble,  had  omitted,  and  two  grains  each  of 
risen  to  144  ;  the  respiration  was  calomel  and  Dover's  powder  giv- 
casy,  and  the  disposition  to  nurse  en.  5th.  The  night  was  passed  in  a 
continued.  Applied  a  bread  j)oul-  restless  manner,  as  had  been  the 
tice,  moistened  with  diluted  alco-  case  with  the  preceding  night, 
hoi,  to  the  extreme  parts  of  the  in-  but  the  calomel  produced  several 
flammntion,  and  directed  the  addi-  good  discharges  in  the  morning, 
tion  of  20  drops  of  Tinct.  Cinch.  Upon  the  whole,  the  general  as- 
Comp.  to  each  dose  of  Quinine.  pect  of  the  patient  was  better 
Aug.  3d.  Disease  continues  than  yesterday,  but  the  inflamma- 
extending.  Has  reached  nearly  tion  continues  to  advance;  having 
to  the  groin,  but  does  not  vesi-  surrounded  the  thigh  entirely,  and 
cate.  Is  still  cold  and  stupid,  beginning  to  afl'ect  the  nates,  a 
Pulse  134.  The  whole  body  was  blister  was  applied  so  as  to  em- 
rubbed  with  the  Tinct.  of  Canth.  brace  all  that  part  of  the  inflamed 
ondCapsic.  diluted, till  the  warmth  surface  to  which  the  first  one  had 
of  the  surface  was  restored,  and  not  extended.  The  elfect  in  this 
the  application  was  repeated  case,  as  before,  was  to  put  a  com- 
whenever  the  coldness  returned,  plete  check  to  the  extension  of 
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the  disease,  and  it  was  now  dlrai- 
nishing  in  every  part  of  the  limb 
except  the  foot.  This  had  a  very 
dark  purplish  hue,  and  an  appear- 
ance as  if  it  might  become  gan- 
grenous. The  spirit  poultice  was 
continued,  and  a  blister  applied 
around  the  ankle  on  the  evening  of 
Aug.  6th,  but  without  any  other 
effect,  although  it  rose  well,  than 
to  lessen  the  great  tension  or  di- 
minish the  smoothness  and  shining 
of  the  skin.  On  the  next  day, 
notwithstanding  the  fears  that  ve- 
sication in  a  part,  in  such  a  state, 
might  produce  sloughing,  a  blister 
was  put  on  the  top  of  the  foot, 
which  immediately  reduced  the 
high  state  of  inflammation,  al- 
though it  produced  a  dark  looking 
unpleasant  sore  beneath,  which 
was  some  time  in  healing.  Aug. 
8th.  All  appearances  are  favora- 
ble, except  that  the  disease  has 
returned  at  the  top  and  inside  of 
the  thigh,  has  affected  both  labia, 
and  seems  extending  to  the  other 
side.  A  blister  was  therefore 
applied  on  the  right  thigh  along 
the  edge  of  the  labia,  and  a  spirit 
poultice  to  the  labia  themselves, 
with  an  immediate  removal  of  the 
disease. 

For  some  days  the  limb  pre- 
sented a  mottled  and  speckled 
appearance  ;  it  continued  larger 
than  the  opposite  limb,  and  there 
was  an  irregularity  and  uneven- 
ness  of  surface,  which  was  attri- 
buted to  an  unequal  hardness  in 
different  parts  of  the  cellular 
membrane  underneath.  The  sa- 
ponaceous liniment  was  applied 
frequently,  and  the  parts  kept 
wrapped  in  cotton  for  some  days. 
In  the  course  of  a  week,  the  child 
was  entirely  well. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  with  re- 
gard to  this  case, 


1.  That  after  beginning  the 
stimulating  plan  of  treatment  and 
the  alcoholic  lotion,  no  further 
vesications  took  place,  and  that 
the  inflammation  in  the  parts  pre- 
viously aifected  began  to  diminish, 
but  that  no  check  was  given  to  its 
extension. 

2.  That  the  disease  never  ex- 
tended beyond  the  line  of  blister- 
ed surface,  but  at  one  point, — 
here  only  after  a  considerable  pe- 
riod during  which  it  seemed  to 
have  ceased,  and  that  in  this  casd 
a  second  blister  efiectually  check- 
ed it. 

3.  That  in  the  only  part  where 
the  disease  did  not  subside  by  the 
application  made,  after  its  exten- 
sion was  checked,  viz.  the  foot,  - 
a  blister  applied  to  the  part  itself 
immediately  reduced  it. 

It  is  also  to  be  remarked  with 
regard  to  the  Nitrate  of  Silver, 
that  although  its  application  did 
not  check  the  extension  of  the 
erysipelatous  inflammation,  yet 
that  it  seemed  to  cure  it  in  the 
part  to  which  it  was  directly  ap- 
plied, as  the  blister  did  upon  the 
foot.  No  swelling  took  place  in 
that  part,  the  skin  on  each  side 
rising  up  above  it  and  leaving  a 
kind  of  depression  or  furrow  where 
the  caustic  had  been  applied,  like 
that  produced  by  drawing  the  fin- 
ger over  an  cedematous  surface. 
The  cuticle  hardened  into  a  dark 
colored  scab,  which  came  off, 
leaving  the  skin  sound  beneath. 

Erysipelas  in  infants  is  a  dan- 
gerous and  frequently  a  fatal  dis- 
ease. Whether  blisters  would 
produce  as  favorable  an  effect  iji 
cases  more  aggravated  than  the 
present,  has  not  yet  perhaps  been 
sufficiently  tried  to  determine. 
In  the  case  related,  which  for 
some  time  wore  an  unpromising 
aspect,  I  consider  their  effect  as 
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unequivocal,  so  far  as  regards 
checking  the  extension  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  it  may  therefore  be  re- 
garded as  worth  recording,  since 
it  adds  one  more  fact  towards 
those  already  known  in  relation  to 
the  application  of  blisters  for  this 
purpose  in  erysipelas. 
Boston,  Oct.  28,  1828. 


II. 

On  the  Earlier  and  Later  Flood- 
ings. — From  Lectures  delivered 
at  Guy^s  Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

Our  remarks  on  floodings  gene- 
rally being  brought  to  a  close  at 
our  former  meeting,  I  proceed, 
Gentlemen,  to  enlarge  a  little  on 
those  different  species  or  varie- 
ties of  flooding,  which  you  are 
likely  to  meet  with  at  the  bed- 
side, dividing  them  into  those 
which  are  occurring  in  the  first 
three  or  four  months  of  pregnan- 
cy, and  those  which  make  their 
appearance  in  the  last  four, — the 
earlier  and  later  floodings,  as  they 
may  be  called. 

Before,  however,  I  enter  on 
the  consideration  of  the  earlier 
floodings,  it  may  not  be  amiss,  on 
the  very  threshold  of  our  subject, 
to  premise  a  few  observations  on 
the  appearances  of  those  sub- 
stances which,  in  this  part  of  ges- 
tation, are  found  to  come  from  the 
uterine  cavity. 

I  may  observe,  then,  at  the 
outset,  that  rarely,  yet  occasion- 
ally, as  this  preparation  shows, 
the  whole  ovum  is  expelled  from 
the  uterus  entire  ;  in  shape  and 
bulk  like  a  pullet's  egg,  containing 
a  cavity  of  appearance  immediate- 
ly to  be  described,  with  liquor, 
and  sometimes  a  foetus  not  bigger 


than  the  garden  bean.  More  fre- 
quently, however,  disruption  pre- 
cedes the  expulsion  of  the  ovum, 
the  parts  of  which  escape  in  suc- 
cession ;  and  first  the  liquor  es- 
capes, and  then  the  embryo,  if 
this  be  not  already  vanished,  to 
be  followed  ultimately  by  a  fleshy 
mass,  which  constitutes  the  most 
important  part  of  the  whole  struc- 
ture, well  exhibited  to  view  in 
this  preparation-glass.  In  this 
fleshy  mass,  when  washed  and 
immersed  in  clear  water  espe- 
cially, you  find  a  hollow  of  bumpy 
(tubercular)  surface — smooth — 
polished — invested  with  a  serai- 
transparent  glistening  membrane 
of  pearly  appearance,  through 
which  the  dark  red  of  the  struc- 
ture over  which  it  lies,  may  be 
obscurely  seen.  With  this  fleshy 
mass,  which  at  first  glance  resem- 
bles a  clot  of  blood,  the  membrane 
is  marginally  connected,  floating  in 
the  water,  and  forming,  in  the 
entire  condition  of  the  ovum,  a 
part  of  the  cavity  in  which,  as  in 
the  hollow  of  the  egg,  the  embryo 
is  lodging.  Before  I  proceed  to 
the  next  appearance  of  the  ovum, 
it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
in  the  earlier  months  the  foetus  is 
of  very  small  size,  compared  with 
the  bulk  of  the  secundines,  as 
these  preparations  clearly  demon- 
strate ;  so  that  the  fleshy  mass, 
with  which  the  embryo  is  in  con- 
nexion, may  be  large  as  half  the 
hand,  when  the  embryo  itself  is 
no  bigger  than  a  single  joint  of  the 
little  finger.  Now  for  the  ovum 
to  come  away  in  a  third  manner 
is  by  no  means  very  uncommon  ; 
the  foetus,  it  may  be,  being  first 
expelled,  or  not  appearing  at  all, 
while  the  secundines  follow  by 
pieces,  one  portion  after  another, 
till  the  u'hole  is  discharged  from 
the  womb.      To  those  who   are 
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accustomed  to  inspect  the  ovum 
of  the  earlier  months,  if  the  struc- 
ture be  in  ordinary  condition,  it  is 
by  no  means  diflicult,  on  examina- 
tion, to  determine  whether  a  part 
only,  or  the  whole,  be  away  ;  but 
those  practitioners  who  have  paid 
but  small  attention  to  these  mat- 
ters, are  liable  to  deceive  them- 
selves with  the  persuasion,  that 
the  uterus  is  completely  evacuat- 
ed, when,  in  reality,  a  part  of  the 
ovum  still  remains  in  its  cavity. 
The  embryo  is  so  small  at  this 
early  period,  and  the  secundines 
are  so  large,  that,  at  first  glimpse, 
one  half  of  them  seems  propor- 
tionally of  bulk  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  foetus.  Beware, 
therefore,  of  falling  into  error 
here — beware  of  presuming  that 
the  uterine  cavity  is  empty,  when 
a  portion  of  the  secundines  still 
remains  ;  for  this  portion  lodging 
in  the  hollow  of  the  uterus,  may 
keep  up  the  drainings  as  effectu- 
ally, as  if  the  ovum  lay  there  en- 
tire. Again. — Hereafter,  you  will 
understand  more  clearly,  that  the 
ovum  is  composed  of  two  parts,  the 
one  the  foetal  portion,  made  up  of 
the  embryo,  enclosed  in  a  delicate 
membranous  bag,  covered  with  a 
fine  shag;  the  other,  the  maternal, 
consisting  of  the  fleshy  mass, 
which,  in  good  measure,  encloses 
both  the  embryo  and  its  recepta- 
cle, corresponding  with  the  pla- 
centa of  the  full-grown  ovum  of 
nine  months.  Now,  it  sometimes 
happens,  that  the  foetal  part  of 
the  ovum  is  expelled  alone  on  one 
day,  while  the  placenta,  or  re- 
maining portion  of  the  ovum,  es- 
capes from  the  uterus  a  length  of 
time  afterwards,  an  interval  of 
uncertain  duration,  sometimes  of 
a  (ew  hours,  sometimes  of  a  [ew 
days,  being  interposed  ;  the  wo- 
man during  the  whole  term  having 


all  the  symptoms  of  miscarriage, 
as,  by  the  presence  of  the  placen- 
tal portion  of  the  ovum,  the  dis- 
tention of  the  uterus  is  kept  up. 
Now,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  you  are 
more  exposed  to  deception,  be- 
cause, the  embryo,  with  its  mem- 
branous cyst  and  liquor  amnii 
coming  away,  as  the  preparation 
exhibited  shows,  it  has,  to  the 
inexperienced,  the  appearance  of 
a  complete  ovum  :  the  inexperi- 
enced only,  however,  can  be  de- 
ceived in  this  manner  ;  for  if  your 
eye  have  been  accustomed  to  the 
inspection  of  miscarriages  in  the 
earlier  months,  the  want  of  the 
placentar  part  of  the  structure 
must  appear  obvious  at  once. 

For  women  to  conceive  of 
three,  four,  or  five  ova  at  once  is 
very  rare  ;  but  the  occurrence  of 
twins  is  by  no  means  unfrequent. 
Now,  in  miscarriages,  sometimes 
a  single  ovum  may  come  away, 
another,  or  the  greater  part  of 
another,  still  remaining  behind  in 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus  ;  not  to 
mention  that  we  now  and  then 
meet  with  cases  in  which,  toge- 
ther with  a  healthy  ovum,  there 
forms  in  the  womb  a  fleshy  mass, 
(a  mole,  as  it  is  popularly  called,) 
in  which  no  traces  of  ovum  are 
discernible,  the  whole  of  the  ovum 
being  expelled,  and  this  mass  re- 
maining behind  in  the  uterus,  and, 
as  in  ordinary  miscarriage,  keep- 
ing up  the  discharge  of  blood.  In 
difficulties  of  this  kind  the  prudent 
and  very  circumspect  practition- 
er, the  Volpone  of  his  profession, 
will  probably  soon  detect  the  na- 
ture of  the  case  ;  but  those  who 
are  rash,  or  have  seen  little,  m^y 
be  again  deceived,  inferring,  with 
too  much  certainty,  a  thorough 
evacuation  of  the  uterus,  because 
a  complete  ovum  is  come  away. 
The  error,  not  of  a  speculative  na- 
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ture,  is  to  be  deprecated  in  a 
practical  view  ;  for  the  bleeding 
from  the  uterus  continuing,  yet 
not  being  understoood  by  the  prac- 
titioner, it  is  probable  that  he  may 
Dot  have  recourse  to  the  more  ju- 
dicious means  for  its  suppression. 
When  the  case  is  ambiguous,  exa- 
mination is  the  only  diagnostic  on 
which  we  may  with  certainty  rely. 
In  miscarriages,  it  is  by  no 
means  uncommon  to  see  no  traces 
ef  the  embryo  ;  dead,  perhaps, 
and  dissolved,  in  the  liquor  amnii, 
like  sugar  in  water,  or  food  in  the 
gastric  juices.  Occasionally  we 
tind  parts  of  the  embryo  only,  the 
head  more  especially;  and  it  well 
deserves  commemoration,  that 
now  and  then  the  embryo  dying, 
and  melting  perhaps  in  the  second 
month,  the  secundines  are  retain- 
ed, and  continue  to  grow  till  they 
acquire  the  bulk  of  the  same  parts 
in  a  nine-month  ovum,  so  that,  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  unprac- 
tised, there  at  length  issues  from 
the  womb  a  large  placenta,  with 
its  membranes  and  water,  without 
the  foetus,  which  might  be  sup- 
posed to  tenant  them.  When, 
too,  the  ovum  dies  in  the  earlier 
months,  it  may  be  retained  till 
the  close  of  pregnancy,  the  foetus, 
without  growing  or  decaying,  re- 
maining quietly  in  the  cavity  of 
the  womb  till,  in  the  seventh  or 
eighth  month,  perhaps,  labor  pains 
occurring,  the  ovum  is  at  length 
expelled,  but  not  of  the  bulk 
which,  from  the  age  of  the  gesta- 
tion, we  should  have  anticipated. 
Hydatids  sometimes  form  in  the 
ovum,  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expression,  devour  it  ;  some- 
times a  part  only  becoming  con- 
verted into  their  substance,  so 
that  they  lie  imbedded  and  con- 
cealed in  the  placentar  structure; 
sometimes    the   whole — or,   with 


the  exception  of  a  few  vestiges, 
the  whole — being  consumed,  so 
that  in  place  of  the  ovum,  nothing 
but  these  animalcules  remain  in 
the  uterus. — Sometimes  they 
form  a  cluster  large  enough  to  till 
a  washand-basin,  or  a  vessel  more 
capacious ;  sometimes  they  are 
altogether  of  much  smaller  bulk. 
Much  bleeding  accompanies  their 
expulsion  when  their  growth  has 
been  great,  nor  is  the  Hooding  al- 
ways sparing  when  their  bulk  is 
much  smaller.  While  adverting 
to  the  changes  which  the  ovum 
undergoes  before  its  expulsion,  I 
must  not  forget  to  remind  you  of 
those  shapeless  masses,  membran- 
ous or  solid,  before  mentioned. 
Of  these  it  may  be  observed  fur- 
ther, that  sometimes  there  are 
several,  more  generally  they  are 
single  ;  like  the  ovum  itself,  they 
vary  much  in  their  bulk,  some- 
times not  larger  than  the  pullet's 
egg,  occasionally  large  as  the  fist, 
the  child's  head,  the  child  itself, 
or  even  larger  than  this.  Masses 
like  these  may  give  rise  to  symp- 
toms similar  to  those  produced  by 
ordinary  miscarriages,  and  they 
are  best  managed  on  the  same 
principles  as  other  flooding  cases. 

And  thus  much  then  respecting 
the  different  substances  which 
escape  from  the  uterus  in  the 
earlier  and  middle  months.  The 
various  points  worthy  of  attention 
are  well  illustrated  by  the  series 
of  preparations  on  the  table  be- 
fore you,  and  which  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  circulate. 

For  this  preparation  of  the 
ovum  I  am  indebted  to  my  friend 
Mr.  Sterry  ;  you  see  it  entire,  in 
size  and  form,  like  the  fowl's  egg; 
the  preparation  which  follows  it; 
also  of  the  earlier  weeks,  at  first 
glance  j)resents  an  appearance 
like  a  clot  of  blood,  and   shows 
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how  needful  it  is  to  order  the 
nurse  to  preserve,  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  accoucheur  himself, 
all  solid  substances  which  may 
pass  from  the  vagina,  in  order  that 
he  may  decide  whether  or  not  the 
ovum  be  come  away. 

The  third  preparation  shows 
the  interior  of  this  apparent  clot, 
and  exhibits  excellently  well  the 
various  characters  of  the  cavity 
in  which  the  fcctus  lodges  ;  the 
smooth  membrane,  the  bumpy 
(tubercular)  surface,  with  its 
glistening,  pearly,  yet  livid  red 
color.  These  glasses  contain  spe- 
cimens of  the  fcetal  portion  of  the 
ovum,  only  a  few  weeks  old;  con- 
sisting of  a  bag  covered  with  fine 
shag,  filled  with  water,  in  which 
the  embryo  floats.  On  careless, 
or  inexperienced  inspection,  such 
substances  may  seem  to  form  en- 
tire ova,  but  in  truth  they  consti- 
tute but  a  small  part  of  the  whole 
structure.  In  the  glasses  now 
put  forward  you  see  the  fleshy 
masses,  big  as  one-third,  or  one- 
half  the  hand,  and  which  consist 
of  the  fleshy  parts  belonging  to 
the  preceding.  Here  is  a  foetus 
of  the  size  of  three  months  ;  it 
remained  in  the  womb  till  the 
seventh.  Here  is  an  amorphous 
mass,  which  came  fiom  the  ute- 
rus after  a  four-month  ovum  had 
been  espelled,  and  the  miscar- 
riage was  supposed  to  be  com- 
plete— much  bleeding  attended. 
This  fine  cluster  of  hydatids  came 
from  the  uterus,  as  you  may  know 
by  their  being  all  of  them  like 
grapes  appended  to  a  stalk  ;  you 
may  see  the  remains  of  the  ovum 
on  which  they  have  been  feeding. 
This  engraving  is  of  a  placenta 
and  membranes  of  the  size  of  se- 
ven or  eight  months,  matured  in 
tije  uterus  after  the  embryo,  of 
small  size  probably,  was  dead  a!id 


dissolved  in  the  liquor  amnii  ;  the 
secundines  of  great  bulk  coming 
away  without  their  usual  occu- 
pant, the  foetus,  to  the  great  sur- 
prise of  the  accoucheur.  At  small 
expense  you  may  make  for  your- 
selves preparations  of  the  sub- 
stances which  come  from  the  ute- 
rus, and  I  recomniend  you,  when 
in  practice,  by  all  means  to  do 
this,  as  it  is  desirable  that  these 
appearances  be  well  known  to  the 
accoucheur.  From  ten 'to  fifteen 
glasses  would  probably  contain  all 
the  specimens  your  practice  might 
require.  x\s  you  examine  the 
dift'erent  preparations  which  are 
now  passing  round,  do  not  omit  to 
notice  the  smallness  of  the  foetus 
in  the  earlier  months,  and  the 
largeness  of  the  secundines  with 
which  it  is  connected. 

JManagement  of  Flooding  in  the 
earlier  months. — When  floodings 
occur  in  the  earlier  months,  if  the 
patient  is  robust  and  strong,  and 
full  of  blood,  and  if  she  be  left  in 
a  great  measure  to  her  own  re- 
sources, the  practitioner  prescrib- 
ing on  general  principles  for  occa- 
sional symptoms,  she  will  in  gene- 
ral do  well;  and  very  satisfactory 
it  is  to  the  young  accoucheur  to 
remember  this,  as,  like  an  ano- 
dyne, it  may  soothe  and  tranquil- 
lize the  mind  when  he  is  sitting  at 
the  bed-side  of  the  patient.  With- 
out, however,  meaning  to  alarm 
you  needlessly,  it  is  proper  I 
should  remark,  that  women  do 
not  always  recover,  even,  in  the 
earlier  months,  and  certainly  not 
always  in  the  middle  parts  of 
pregnancy,  when  the  discharges 
become  larger,  more  especially 
if  the  patient  have  flooded  much 
in  preceding  miscarriages,  and 
have  thus  been  much  reduced  in 
blood  and  flesh.  Under  these 
earlier    bleedings,    in   some   few 
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instances,  women  sink  from  inani- 
tion, and  still  more  frequently, 
when  they  escape  with  life,  the 
tenor  of  the  general  health  he- 
comes  greatly  impaired,  so  that 
for  months  or  years  together,  they 
labor  under  the  cachexia  produc- 
ed by  bleeding  ;  dying,  perhaps, 
at  last,  of  hydropic,  enteric,  or 
other  affections.  As,  therefore, 
sometimes,  though  rarely,  they 
are  attended  with  danger,  and  as 
they  always  impair  the  health  and 
create  much  uneasiness  and  anxi- 
ety to  the  patient  and  her  friends, 
the  different  varieties  of  earlier 
flooding  are  well  worth  the  study 
of  the  accoucheur;  and  I  proceed, 
therefore,  to  remark  on  them. 

Of  miscarriages  in  the  earlier 
months,  there  are  some  remarka- 
ble for  the  rapidity  of  their  pro- 
gress ;  in  the  morning  the  patient 
is  well  ;  in  the  evening,  after  a 
fright,  long  loalk,  or  after  the  or- 
dinary bustles  and  fatigues  of  her 
establishment,  sometimes,  too, 
without  any  obvious  cause  what- 
ever, she  is  suddenly  seized  with 
an  eruption  of  blood  from  the  ute- 
rus ;  fainting  follows — then  a  rally 
— then  pain — then  expulsion  of 
one  of  those  substances  just  de- 
monstrated ;  the  process,  perhaps, 
being  completed  in  the  course  of 
one  or  two  hours.  The  evacua- 
tion of  the  uterus  is  followed  by  a 
contraction  of  its  cavity,  and  a 
cessation  of  the  bleeding,  the  pa- 
tient recovering  completely  in  the 
course  of  a  i'ew  days,  so  that 
scarcely  a  trace  of  the  accident 
remains.  Of  all  the  forms  of  early 
flooding,  this  is  most  to  be  desired. 
More  generally,  however,  it  hap- 
pens, in  a  way  more  harassing  to 
the  practitioner,  that  the  expul- 
sion takes  place  in  a  gradual  man- 
ner ;  induced,  as  before,  by  some 
imprudence,  or  arising,  it  may  be, 


without  any  obvious  cause.  At 
first,  perhaps,  a  few  ounces  of 
blood  are  lost,  and  then  the  pa- 
tient, keeping  herself  cool  and 
composed, the  hcemorrhage  ceases; 
returning,  however,  when  she 
rises,  and  begins  again  to  stir 
about ;  and  thus  it  may  be,  bleed- 
ing at  one  time  and  free  from  has- 
morrhagy  wholly  or  in  great  mea- 
sure at  another,  she  gradually 
sinks  into  a  state  of  inanition,  be- 
comes pale,  cold,  fainty,  so  that 
she  is  compelled  at  last  to  conline 
herself  to  the  sofa  or  the  bed. 
Meanwhile,  as  the  bleedings  pro- 
ceed, pains  begin  to  form,  cutting, 
grinding,  sawing,  at  first,  then 
forcing,  and,  beyond  all  further 
doubt,  parturient ;  and  more  blood 
flows  from  the  uterus,  and,  sooner 
or  later,  the  contained  substances 
come  away  under  the  forms  be- 
fore shown  and  described.  Days, 
weeks,  sometimes  one  or  two 
months,  or  more,  may  be  occu- 
pied by  this  process,  and  the  total 
quantity  of  the  blood  lost  may  be 
large,  the  constitution  suffering 
much  in  consequence,  and,  in  some 
few  cases,  death  itself  being  the 
result. 

There  is  yet  a  third  variety  of 
haemorrhage  well  deserving  o(  no- 
tice. I  mean  the  haemorrhagy, 
whether  rapid  or  tardy,  under 
which  you  have  merely  a  partial 
evacuation  of  the  uterus.  A  wo- 
man is  seized,  perhaps,  with  an 
eruption  of  blood  from  the  womb, 
and  a  substance  mistaken  for  the 
ovum  comes  away,  so  that  you 
are  assured  by  your  predecessor 
in  the  case  that  the  uterus  must 
have  been  thoroughly  evacuated. 
Notwithstanding  this,  however, 
you  learn  that  the  hoBmorrhagy 
does  not  cease,  and,  from  this 
time,  it  may  be  for  weeks  toge- 
ther, the  patient  is  more  or  less 
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liable  to  discharges  of  blood  from 
the  uterus,  and  by  and  by  there 
issues  from  the  womb  an  offensive 
odor,  as  if  something  were  decom- 
posing there.  When  the  uterus 
is  in  this  way  partially  emptied, 
there  may  be  a  retention  of  half 
the  ovum  ;  there  may,  too,  be  a 
retention  of  a  twin,  an  accident, 
however,  which  in  these  cases  I 
never  myself  witnessed  ;  or,  as 
before  observed,  there  may  be  a 
retention  of  some  tleshy  mass  in 
the  nature  of  a  mole  lying,  in  the 
uterus,  and  keeping  up  the  bleed- 
ing ;  and  this  I  have  myself  seen. 
Now  in  these  perplexing  cases, 
the  grand  point  is  to  decide,  whe- 
ther the  womb  is  empty  or  not — 
and  to  this  end,  when  floodings 
prove  obstinate,  you  should  al- 
W'ays  bear  in  mind  the  recollec- 
tion, that  it  is  to  something  retain- 
ed in  the  uterine  cavity,  that  this 
obstinacy  is  most  probably  to  be 
ascribed  ;  nor  should  you  suffer 
yourselves  to  be  lightly  driven 
from  this  opinion  by  the  declara- 
tions of  those  who  have  preceded 
you  in  the  management  of  the 
case.  A  suspicion  of  this  kind 
prepares  the  mind  for  further  in- 
vestigation. In  midwifery,  as  in 
medicine  generally,  too  much 
faith  is  a  fault.  Doubt — investi- 
gate— the  more  the  better — truth 
here  has  no  fears.  Well,  then, 
suspecting  that  the  ovum  is  par- 
tially retained  by  the  uterus,  if 
the  health  be  much  shaken  by  the 
continuance  of  the  bleeding,  you 
must  of  course  determine  this 
very  impostant  point.  Now  that 
the  womb  is  not  emptied,  you 
may  sometimes  know,  by  examin- 
ing the  ovum  which  has  been  ex- 
pelled, and  finding  that  it  is  not 
complete.  And  if  you  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  examining  prepa- 
rations of  this   kind,  and  particu- 


larly if  you  have  been  in  the  habit 

of  making  them,  as  recommended, 
acquiring  an  experienced  eye,  you 
may  sometimes  decide  at  a  glance 
whether  or  not  the  ovum  be  com- 
plete, and,  therefore,  whether, 
without  retention  of  any  part,  the 
whole  of  it  have  been  expelled 
from  the  uterus. 

Again,  you  may  further  judge, 
whether  or  not  some  substance  be 
retained  in  the  uterus,  by  ascer- 
taining whether,  after  the  reputed 
evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the 
uterus,  the  patient  have  still  re- 
mained obnoxious  to  floodings, 
cutting  or  forcing  pains,  or  those 
smells  offensive  to  the  sense,  re- 
sulting from  animal  decomposition. 
Now,  if  there  is  a  pertinacious 
discharge,  and  if,  more  especially, 
with  this  discharge,  pains  or  fcetor 
are  concurring,  there  can,  I  think, 
scarcely  be  a  doubt,  that  there  is 
something  still  remaining  in  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus.  Should  the 
urgency  of  the  case,  however, 
demand  decision,  and  should  the 
point  still  remain  in  doubt,  pro- 
vided your  hand  be  small,  and 
your  manual  skill  considerable, 
you  may  generally  at  once  deter- 
mine the  question  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  fingers  into  the  ute- 
rus,— an  operation,  however,  not 
without  its  dangers,  to  which, 
therefore,  you  ought  not  wantonly 
to  ha\'e  recourse,  and  from  which, 
in  the  commencement  of  practice, 
it  is  better  to  refrain.  In  per- 
forming this  operation,  as  the  va- 
gina is  very  relaxed,  the  left  hand, 
if  small,  may  be  gently  deposited 
in  its  cavity,  and  then,  the  bladder 
being  empty,  you  may  place  th6 
right  hand  over  the  uterus  above 
the  symphysis  pubis.  This  done, 
the  first  and  second  finger  of  the 
left  hand  being  passed  onwards 
from  the  vagina,  up  to   the  very 
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fundus  of  the  uterus,  which,  by 
the  counter-pressure  of  the  riu,ht 
hand,  is  cautiously  pushed  down- 
ward and  backward  upon  their 
tips,  the  cavity  «nay  be  examined 
without  any  difficulty.  Should 
you  tind  a  solid  substance  in  the 
uterus,  you  may,  at  the  time, 
take  it  away.  Though,  in  the 
earlier  months,  you  may  pass  your 
hand  into  the  vagina,  you  must  not 
even  think  of  passing  the  entire 
hand  into  the  uterine  cavity.  I 
had  almost  added,  that  the  very 
thought  is  enough  to  bruise  and 
tear  the  parts.  If  you  are,  from 
former  experience,  tit  to  perform 
the  operation,  which  I  have  been 
describing,  you  will  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  executing  the  ditTerent 
parts  of  it.  Without  the  safety, 
or,  at  all  events,  the  entire  future 
health  of  the  patient  demand  the 
operation,  it  ought  not  to  be  done. 
It  is  an  evil,  justifiable  only  when 
a  remedy  for  one  still  greater. 
If  you  want  skill,  have  recourse 
to  some  one  more  dexterous.  Di- 
Jators  of  the  os  uteri,  and  extract- 
ors to  remove  the  ovum,  have 
been  contrived  ;  they  are  more 
likely  to  do  harm  than  good.  Iron 
has  no  feeling  for  you  or  the  pa- 
tient. 

There  is  one  other  variety  of 
flooding  in  the  earlier  months, 
which  it  may  be  well  to  mention 
here  ;  I  mean  the  flooding  \vhich 
continues  after  the  womb  is  in 
reality  thoroughly  emptied,  of 
which  I  have  seen  several  in- 
stances. In  the  third  month,  per- 
haps, the  whole  ovum  comes 
away  ;  but,  instead  of  shrinking  in 
the  ordinary  manner,  the  womb 
still  remains  very  large — very 
lax — very  vasctilar  ;  the  patient, 
of  consequence,  continuing  ob- 
noxious to  the  bleeding.  It  is  by 
examination  only,   as  before   ex- 


plained, that  this  case  may  with 
certainty  be  made  out,  by  passing 
into  the  uterine  cavity  two  of  the 
fingers  of  the  left  hand,  and  coun- 
ter-placing on  the  fundus  uteri 
above  the  symphysis  pubis  the 
fingers  of  the  right,  the  condition 
of  the  womb  may  be  clearly  as- 
certained. Remember,  however, 
what  was  before  stated,  thnt  to 
internal  examinations  of  this  kind 
you  ought  never  to  have  recourse, 
unless  the  life  or  the  entire  health 
of  the  patient  require  them.  Ge- 
nerally, in  the  earlier  months, 
women  will  do  very  well,  provid- 
ed you  let  them  alone.  And  thus 
much,  then,  respecting  the  more 
interesting  varieties  of  earlier 
flooding  :  the  rapid  ;  the  tardy  ; 
the  flooding,  in  which  some  portion 
of  the  ovum,  or  some  other  solid 
substance,  is  retained  in  the 
womb  ;  and  the  floodings,  lastly, 
in  which,  though  the  uterine  ca- 
vity is  empty,  the  hcemorrhage 
continues  nevertheless,  the  womb 
being  large,  lax,  and  f'lil  of  great 
vessels,  with  its  vascular  orifices 
unusually  relaxed. 

(To  be  continued.) 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Curious  Jippearance  of  tke  Blood. 

By  G.  Shute,  M.D. 
Yesterday  morning  a  patient 
came  to  me,  complaining  of  pains 
in  his  head,  chest,  and  back.  His 
pursuit  is  that  of  a  gardener  ;  age 
3S  ;  rather  a  spare  fibre  ;  temper- 
ate habits;  his  pulse  hard  and 
full.  I  advised  him  to  lose  blood; 
he  consented,  and  the  peculiar 
appearances  which  followed  its 
abstraction,  as  a  novelty,  I  am 
induced    to  transmit   you   an   ac- 
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count  of.  Seven  ounces  of  blood  Cuvier's  Explanation  of  Accidental 
were  taken  away  ;  but  before  the  Colors 
arm  was  tied  up,  the  blood  as- 
sumed a  peculiarly  white  hue,  M.  G.  Cnvicr  thinks,  that  the  pro- 
obliterating  altogether  the  appear-  function  of  all  the  accidental  colors 
ance  that  blood  had  been  drawn  ;  "^''^3'  be  explained  by  this  very  sim- 
for  it  resembled  a   basin  of  milk  P'^  J''^^  **';'^.  '^'\  '•^""''^  ."'"''^'^  !^^^ 

more  than  any  thing  else.      Not  ^'f  ^''"  '""Y''^"^ '"  *'^"  impress.on 

,     .  .•  /-     I       -.1     •.  11  01  a   color,  becomes,  ironi   this  very 

bemg   satisfied   Wih    its  very  odd  circumstance,    incapable     of    imme- 

appearance,    I   selected    another  diatelv  receiving  the  impression  of  a 

basin,  and  took  away  five   ounces  fairer  color  of  the  same  kind.     A 

more  ;  which   had  the   same  com-  very    simple    experiment,    and     one 

plexion  and  character  as  the   oth-  wlii'ch  every  body  l;as  made,  without 

er.      One  ounce  more  in  a   sepa-  reflecting  upon  it,  confirms  this  truih.' 

rate  vessel  followed  ;  and  deliqui-  When  towards  evening,  one  looks  to 

um  for  a  few  minutes  succeeded.  ^  window,  he  sees  the  wood  surround- 

A   powder   was  given,   composed  i»?  ^^^^  P^nes  of  a  dark  color,  while 

of  calomel  and  rhubarb;  and,  this  J'^^  '''^fer  are  still   light.     If,  after 

morning,    he  says    "he    is    quite  look'ng  steaddy  for  some  time  at  the 

wpII  "  window,  he  turns    towards  the  oppo- 

.  '  .,      ,,      1         1    1    ^i  7-.  site  side  of  the  room,  which  is  darker, 

As  the  blood  cooled,  the  tr  iite-  i  ,.  •  <-.i       •    i  , 

„     ,  '  he  sees  tliere  an  image  of  the  window. 

ness  of  the  serum  became  more  xiiis  phenomenon  can  oidv  be  ex- 
and  more  opaque,  resembling  plained  by  admitting,  that  'the  part 
cream  ;  the  crassamentum  in  the  of  the  retina  on  which  the  image  of 
first  vessel  assumed  a  type  of  in-  the  window  is  painted,  becomes,  in 
flammatory  covering,  with  a  coat-  consequence  of  the  vivacity  of  the 
ing  of  one  eighth  of  an  inch  in  colors  of  which  ihe  image  was  form- 
thickness,  of  the  ordinary  buff-  ed,  incapable  of  receiving  any  im- 
color  ;  but  its  body  would  not  re-  P'ession  on  the  part  of  the  dark 
sist  the  slightest  elevation  without  P"'"'^  "^  •''«  opposite  side  of  the 
falling  apart  ;    it  is  of  a  perfectly  """""^  5  whence  results  the  image  seen 

livid  hue,  and  less  in  proportionate  ""  ^'''^  .^^^"-    ^  ^'^  pl?«"""^<^"""  ^^'"^h 

,.^     ,     .,    .      c  mi  the  retina  presents  in  (his  case  exists 

quantity  to    hat  of  serum.      The  „,^^^  ^^  |4  „ .,,^  ^^  ^.^  ^U  ^,„^ 

liquid,   in   the   second  basin,  had  ^^^^^^^.  ^^^^^  „f  ..hich,  aAer  being 

the  same  appearance  in  color,  but  submitted   to  a  rather  vivid  impres- 

rather     thinner     in     consistence  ;  sion,  becomes,   from    that   very    eir- 

while  the  coagulum  was  more  na-  cumstance,  incapable  of  experiencing 

tural,  very  little  inflammation  be-  a  weaker  impression  of  the  same  na- 

ing  visible   on   its  surface.      The  ture.     It  is   enough   to   eat  a  bit  of 

last  ounce  bore  the  same   appear-  sugar  immediately  before  taking  one's 

ance  as  the  foregoimr.        '  coffpe,  to   find   that  the  cofilee   is  not 

As  I  never  met  with  an  instance  sufficiently  sweet.     What  takes  place 

of  the  kind  before,  and  find  only  ^"   ibis  case,  with   reference  to  the 

4,,,^  „„^„„ „^    i„  1  1,     ct  rj  sense  of   taste,  is   analogous  to  what 

two  cases  recorded  by  "  Hewso'i,  ,  ■      ■,         ^  . 

,  .  .  I    1  <(?  5)  ^1  •  ^^'''s   observed    with    respect    to    the, 

p.    144   arid   146,'   as   something  sense  of  si.ht  in  the  casi  of  the  win- 

similar,--!  intend   to  repeat  the  ^^,^^     The  application  of  this  lo  the 

bleeding  in  the  course  of  a  week,  phenomena  of  accidental    colors   is 

in  order   to   afford  another  speci-  ^asy.     If,  for   example,  an    ace    of 

men  of  so  very  curious  an  appear-  diamonds   be  fixed   ou  a  card,  one 

ance. — Lancet.  cannot  look  ou   it  for  a  very  short 
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time,  without  letting  liis  eyes  vacil- 
late to  either  side.  From  this  mo- 
ment, tlie  eye,  having  become  insen- 
sible to  tiie  red  rays,  will  only  see  in 
the  white  of  the  card,  the  green  of  the 
band  of  that  color  which  surrounds 
the  red.  What  proves  tlie  accuracy 
of  this  explanation  is,  that  if,  after 
looking  at  the  red  ace,  one  directs 
his  eye  to  a  distant  part  of  the  card, 
he  sees  a  figure  of  the  same  form, 
and  of  a  green  color,  the  perception 
which  is  owing  to  tlie  cause  already 
pointed  out. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  NOV.  11,  1828. 

BOSTON     MEDICAL     DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  September,  1828. 
The  month  commenced  with  great 
Jieat,  and  frequent  copious  showers. 
At  the  close  of  the  second  week  it 
•was  clear  and  warm.  On  the  14th, 
at  midday,  a  sudden  change  to  cold, 
with  easterly  wind  and  rain,  took 
place  ;  and  during  the  rest  of  the 
montii  the  weather  was  changeful, 
xmd  rain,  attended  by  cold  easterly 
winds,  was  very  frequent. 


Epanetus  raitis        -  -  7 

Gastritis          -         -  -  4 

Haemoptysis  atonica  -  1 

Hysteria          -         -  -  1 

Icterus  choloeus       -  -  3 

Impetigo  exedens    -  -  1 

Leucorrhoea  communis  -  1 

Odontia  dentitionis  -  7 

Ophthalmia  glutinosa  -  2 

do.         taraxis  -  2 

Otitis      .         -         -  -  1 

Paramenia  profusa  -  -  2 

do.       ■  suppressio  -  1 

Parturitio        -         -  -  2 

Paruria  retentio       -  -  1 

Phlegmone     -         -  -  3 

Phthisis  tubercularis  -  2 

Pneumonitis  notha  -  -  1 

do.          vera   -  -  1 

Porrigo  galeata       -  -  1 

Roseola           -        -  -  1 

Syncope  simplex     -  -  1 

Synochus        -         -  -  13 

Typhus           ...  3 

Ulcus      ....  2 
J.  W.  McKean. 


EASTERN    DISTRICT. 


The  number  of  cases  was  105  :  of 
these,  5  were  puerperal ;  IOj — 5= 
100  cases  requiring  medical  or  sur- 
gical treatment.     Of 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Abortus 

. 

1 

Whole  number  of  cases, 

115. 

Of 

Arthrosia  acuta 

- 

3 

Abortus 

- 

1 

do.        chronica 

- 

1 

iEdoptosis  uteri 

- 

1 

Bronchitis 

- 

1 

Anetus  tertianus 

- 

1 

Cephalitodes  ebriosus 

- 

1 

Aphtha 

. 

1 

Chlorosis 

- 

1 

Asthma - 

. 

1 

Cholera 

- 

14 

Bleuorrhoea  Uiodes  - 

- 

2 

Colica 

- 

2 

Carditis 

- 

1 

Concussio 

- 

1 

Causis    -         .         - 

- 

1 

Contusio 

- 

2 

Chlorosis  atonica    - 

- 

1 

Coprostasis  constipata 

- 

1 

Cholera  biliosa 

_ 

6 

Diarriicea 

- 

9 

Colica    .         .         - 

- 

2 

Dysenteria 

- 

7 

Contusio 

- 

6 

Dyspepsia 

- 

2 

Coryza  ozoenosa 

. 

1 

Ikthyma  cachecticum 

- 

1 

Diarrhoea 

. 

14 

Emesis 

- 

1 

Dysenteria  acuta     - 

_ 

7 

Epih'psia 

- 

1 

do.          chronica 

. 

3 

Erythema  oedematosum 

- 

1 

Dyspepsia 
Enteritis 

_ 

1 

Gastritis 

- 

3 

. 

2 

Hydarthrus  atouicus 

- 

1 
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Hysteria 

- 

- 

Liclien 

. 

- 

Nephritis 

- 

- 

Orchitis 

- 

- 

Paruria  stillatitia 

- 

- 

Phlegmone  communis 

- 

do.         mammae 

- 

Phthisis 

. 

- 

Pleuritis 

- 

- 

Pneumonitis   - 

- 

- 

Stremma 

- 

- 

Synochus 

- 

- 

25 

do.        puerperarum    -         2 
Typhus  niitior         -         -  1 

Ulcuscula  oris  -         -  1 

The  patients  under  puberty  were 
0.31  ;  adult  females  furnished  .42  of 
the  cases  of  acute  disease. 

.09  of  the  medical  cases  were  of 
bronchial  and  pulmonary  disease  ; 
.44  were  disorders  of  the  digestive 
organs. 

All  the  cases  of  cholera,  and  six 
of  diarrhoea,  occurred  in  infants. 
The  cases  of  dysenteria  were  in 
adults,  and  were  admitted  between 
the  20lh  and  26th  days  of  the  month. 
All  the  cases  of  fever  are  reported 
as  Synochus,  though  typhoid  symp- 
toms occurred  in  very  few,  and  the 
name  Cauma  might  be  appropriate 
to  many.  Two  varieties  were  no- 
ticed. At  the  first  part  of  the  month 
these  were  somewhat  distinctly  cha- 
racterized ;  but  more  generally  there 
was  a  combination  of  the  symptoms 
of  both  varieties,  constituting  a  Gas- 
tro-entero-meningitis.  In  one  varie- 
ty, the  most  urgent  symptoms  were 
produced  by  gastric  and  enteric  in- 
flammation ;  there  were  obstinate 
vomiting,  pr?ecordial  distress,  exqui- 
site sensibility  in  the  epigastric  and 
right  hypochondriac  regions ;  the 
skin  had  a  pungent  heat  and  yellow- 
ish color ;  the  pulse  was  slow,  in 
some  cases  beating  from  48  to  56 
times  in  a  minute  ;  the  tongue  was 
foul,  yellow,  with  red  edges  ;  the  de- 
jections were  dark,  ofi'ensive,  and 
sometimes  similar  to  chocolate;  in 
color  and  consistence  ;  in  two  cases 
there  was  haemorrhage  from  the 
mouth,   bowels    and    uterus.      The 


disease  made  its  approach  gradually, 
and  was  preceded  by  slight  illness 
and  irregularity  of  some  days'  con- 
tinuance. The  convalescence  was 
slow,  and  the  danger  of  relapse  by 
errors  in  diet  and  regimen,  was  great. 

The  other  variety  was  marked  by 
symptoms  of  meningic  inflammation. 
The  pain  in  the  back  of  the  head 
and  in  the  spine  was  sometimes  ex- 
cruciating ;  there  was  numbness,  or 
the  soreness  of  contusion,  in  the 
limbs  ;  deafness,  or  increased  acute- 
ness  of  hearing  ;  intolerance  of  light ; 
the  skin  was  hot,  not  dry,  in  some 
cases  bathed  in  sweat;  the  pulse  was 
frequent  and  hard  ;  the  tongue  moist, 
with  a  close,  white  fur.  The  attack 
in  these  cases  was  somewhat  sudden, 
and  the  febrile  paroxysm  was  preced- 
ed by  severe  rigors.  The  progress 
was  more  rapid,  and  convalescence 
was  more  speedy,  than  in  the  first 
variety. 

As  no  one  of  the  cases  was  fatal, 
there  was  not  an  opportunity  of  ve- 
rifying the  pathology  by  autoptical 
examination. 

It  is  hardly  proper  to  mention  the 
treatment  so  briefly  as  must  need  be 
done  here,  as  it  was  varied  by  con- 
siderations belonging  to  each  case. 
In  the  cases  of  gastric  fever,  it  con- 
sisted of  rigid  abstinence,  moderate 
catharsis,  chiefly  by  enemata,  fre- 
quent small  doses  of  submurias  hy- 
drargyri,  which  seemed  to  be  the 
best  anti-emetic,  cold  water  and  ef- 
fervescing draughts,  and  blisters  to 
the  epigastrium  and  right  side.  Some- 
times this  treatment  was  preceded  by 
free  evacuations  by  an  emetico-ca- 
thartic.  In  the  cases  where  the  gas- 
tric disturbance  was  less,  and  the 
symptoms  of  inflammation  were  more 
general  and  acuto,  the  principal  re- 
medy was  tartarized  antimony  in  the 
largest  tolerable  dose, sometimes  froi;i 
four  to  six  grains  a  day  ;  if  tender- 
ness in  the  epigastrium  supervened, 
the  pulvis  antimonialis,  with  hydr, 
submur.  was  substituted.  The  great 
relief  which  in  two  cases  followed 
the  application  of  leeches  to  the  back 
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and  stomach,  made  it  to  be  regretted 
that  thpy  could  not  be  freely  and 
generally  employed. 

J.  G.  Stevenson. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of  cases,   13.  Of 

Arthrosia         -  -  -  1 

Bex  coiivuls.  -  -  -  1 

Diarrhcea        -  -  -  5 

Helminthia     -  -  -  2 

Param.  obstr.  -  -  1 

Peritonitis       -  -  -  I 

Phlegmone      -  -  -  1 

Podagra           -  -  -  i 

The  case  of  Gout  was  one  of  con- 
siderable severity,  and  occurred  in 
an  individual  addicted  to  the  free  use 
of  ardent  spirits.  After  various  re- 
medies, local  and  general,  had  been 
tried  without  relief,  he  was  ordered 
the  following  : — 

R.  Villi  Colchici,  gtt.  xl. — Ix. 

every  three  hours. 

He  did  not  go  beyond  the  forty 
-drops,  which  produced  nausea,  occa- 
sional vomiting,  and  frequent  purg- 
ing. He  persevered  in  the  use  of 
this  remedy  for  forty-eight  hours,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  obtained 
entire  relief,  and  has  had  no  return 
of  the  disease.  E,  G.  Davis. 


WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole   number    of  cases,    38.       Of 

Arthrosia        -         -         -  2 

Cholera  biliosa        -         -  5 

Colica    -         -         -          -  3 

Contusio          .         -         -  1 

Diarrhcea        -         -          -  11 

Delirium  tremens    -         -  1 

Enecia  -         -         -         -  6 

Emp,  pleiiritis          -         -  1 

Ly.  dyspepsia          -         -  1 

Parturitio         -         -         -  3 

Paramen.  obstr.       -         -  2 

Ulcus     -         -         -         -  1 

Vulnus  -         -         -         -  1 

Morbus  Cyanosus. 

A    case    of  malformation  of  the 
heart,   attended    with    that    peculiar 


lividity  of  the  surface,  commonly  de- 
noniiiiated  the  "  purple  disease,"  has 
b(!en  under  my  observation  for  about 
six  n)onths  past.  The  child  died  a 
few  days  since,  at  the  age  of  three 
years  and  six  days.  An  examination 
post  mortem  was  not  permitted,  but 
the  defect  was,  without  doubt,  a  want 
of  perfect  closure  of  the  foramen 
ovale  of  the  heart. 

The  account  given  by  the  child's 
mother  is  as  follows  :  that  the  child 
from  liis  birth  always  had  an  unusual 
dark  color  of  the  skin,  which  was 
much  increased  by  crying,  &c.  ;  that 
the  color  under  the  nails  of  the  fin- 
gers and  toes  was  constantly  a  dark 
purple  ;  that  he  had  no  difficidty  of 
respiration  ;  that  he  did  not  seem  to 
be  sick,  but  nursed  and  grew  well, 
until  about  nine  montiis  old.  At  this 
time  ho  had  two  fits,  and  was  ever 
after  weak  and  feeble.  About  this 
time  he  had  the  hooping  cough. 
The  cough,  though  not  severe,  con- 
tinued from  autumn  to  the  summer 
following,  during  which  time  he  was 
weaned  on  account  of  ill  health  of 
the  mother.  During  the  paroxysms 
of  the  cough  he  had  frequent  dis- 
charges of  blood  from  mouth  and 
nose  ;  also  had  abscesses  in  his  ears, 
which  have  continued  much  of  the 
time  since.  About  the  age  of  two 
years,  he  walked  across  the  room 
twice,  but  was  too  feeble  to  walk 
ever  afterwards.  In  May  last,  had 
varicella.  His  first  teeth  began  to 
make  their  appearance  at  the  age  of 
six  months,  and  the  whole  of  the  first 
set  were  through  in  much  less  time 
than  usual.  About  three  montiis  be- 
fore his  death,  the  four  incisors  of 
the  second  set  in  the  lower  jaw  were 
cut  through,  the  first  teeth  still  re- 
maining in  place.  Soon  after  this, 
his  teeth  began  to  loosen  and  drop 
out.  Six  of  the  first  set  and  the  four 
incisors  of  the  second  set,  came  out 
in  this  way  before  his  death.  His 
gums  had  been  very  spongy,  foul  and 
fetid,  for  a  long  time.  The  superfi- 
cial veins  w-ere  unusually  large  and 
numerous,  forming  by  anastomosis  a 
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network  appearance  on  the  eyelids, 
forehead,  and  over  the  sculp — aho 
on  the  neck,  hands  and  feet.  These 
veins  were  tvngid,  and  of  a  dark 
purple  hue  ;  lips  and  tongue  of  a 
livid  color  ;  temperature  of  the  ex- 
tremities natural  ;  would  never  allow 
an  examination  of  his  pulse. 

Tlie  day  before  he  died,  he  was 
as  well  as  usual  and  rode  out,  after 
which  he  was  more  feeble.  He  died 
suddenly,  while  under  the  exertion 
of  having  his  clothes  changed. 

He  was  alwa^'s  very  peevish,  cross 
and  illnatured  ;  and  had  a  craving 
appetite  for  ardent  spirit.  His  intel- 
lectual powers  were  well  developed  ; 
his  memory  remarkable.  His  mother 
attributed  his  complaint  to  an  affright 
which  she  had  on  being  thrown  cut 
of  a  carriage,  three  months  before 
her  confinement. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
subject  of  this  case  should,  while  la- 
boring under  so  great  a  defect  in  the 
sanguineous  system,  and  consequent 
defect  in  the  functions  of  that  sys- 
tem, attain  t!ie  age  which  he  did, 
undergo  the  process  of  dentition  so 
well,  and  sustain  so  harassing  and 
long  continued  a  disease,  as  the  hoop- 
ing cough.  J.  H.  Lane. 


SOUTHERN    DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of  cases,   6b. 
jEdoptosis  uteri  simp. 
Arthrosia  acuta 

do.       podagra  larvata 
Asthma  humidum  simp.  - 
Bex  sicca        -         -         _ 
Cephalitodes  ebriosus 
Cholera  infantum    - 

do.       vulgaris 
Constipatio     -         -         - 
Diarrhoea        -         -         . 
Dysenteria      -         «.         . 
E.  porrigo  galeata 
Enecia  cauma  biliosum    - 

do.       do.      cephalalgicum 
Epanetus  mitis 
Ephemera  mitis 
Hepatitis         -         -         _ 


Of 


Haemoptysis  -  -  -  1 
L.  dyspepsia  -         -         -  1 

Marasmus        -         -         -  1 

Ophthnlmia     -         -         -  1 

Paramenia  superflua  crebra  1 
Paristhmitis  tonsillaris  -  1 
Parluritio  ...  6 
Paruria  stillatitia  spasmodica  1 
Phlegmone  conimunis       -  1 

Phthisis  ...         2 

Proctica  exania  simplex  -  1 

Syspasia  convulsio  -  1 

do.  ej)ilepsia  cerebralis  1 
Stremma  -  -  -  '  1 
Subluxatio  radii  -  -  1 
Thlasma  contusio    -         -  1 

Ulcus      ....         2 
Vaccinia         -         -         -         6 
Males,  20  :  over  15  years,  9  ;  un- 
der 15  years,  11.    Females,  45  :  over 
15  years,  32  ;  under  15  years,  13. 

Charles  T.  Hildreth. 


AVEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Oct.  31,  at  noon. 

Oct.  24.  Abner  House,  jr.  13  yrs. 

Emery  Huzzy,  27 

25.  John  B.  Lord,  34 
Francis  Cummins,  34 
Laura  G.  B.  Tupper,  17  mo. 

26.  Lucy  F.  Avrcs,  16  yrs. 
Elizabeth  Widdefield,  55 

27.  Mary  Farnsworth,  37 
Albert  Shaw,  27 
Rebecca  Burley,  31 
Matthew  Flynn,  56 
Joel  S.  Wheeler,  13  mo. 
Francis  Bacon,  9 

28.  Horatio  L.  Grossman,  28  yrs. 
Michael  Homer,  65 

29.  Honorah  Neef,  50 
EfTany  Chester,  31 
Thomas  F.  Andrews,  22 
William  Rand,  22 

30.  Franklin  Ellis,  3  1-2 
Andrew  Harrington,  45 
Hannah  Libby,  47 
Sarah  E.  Mosley,  15^mo. 

31.  Daniel  Preston,  24  yrs. 
Sarah  Beck,  21 

Brain  fever,  1 — consumption,  4 — croup,  1  — 
convulsions,  1 — dropsy,  1 — fever,  2 — hooping 
cough,  1 — inflanm)ation  on  the  lungs,  1 — liver 
complaint,  1 — lung  fever,  3 — palpitation  of  the 
heart,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 — teething,  1 — un- 
known, 5.    JNIales,  14 — females,  11.  Total,  25. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ABERNETHY'S   LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  b}'  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.  Lectures  on  Analomy^ 
Surgery^  and  Palhology^  including  obser- 
\'atioiis  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases^ — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethv 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22,  1828. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
AVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  \Vh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly'  publish, 
*■'■  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Sttllioscope, 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
b}-  VV.  N.  Ryland,  with  Notes  and  an 
introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6\v. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  .Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  18S,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, Szc.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The    old   friends   of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  IN- 
TELLIGENCER. 

IT  is  now  some  months  since  the  sub- 
scribers ceased  to  publish  this  paper, 
and  they  are  desirous  of  closing  its  con- 
cerns. 

Subscribers  who  are.  still  indebted  for 
this  paper   are  therefore  once  more   re- 


quested to  transmit  the  amount  of  their 
bills  either  to  this  office,  or  to  one  of  the 
agents  named  below,  without  further  loss 
of  time.  Such  bills  as  remain  vinpaid  af- 
ter ninety  days  from  this  notice,  will  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  an  attorney  for  col- 
lection. 

Money  may  be  sent  by  post  at  the  risk 
of  the  undersigned,  provided  there  shall 
exist  evidence  that  the  letter  containing 
it  has  been  duly  mailed  for  one  of  us. 

N.  B.    37  1-2  cents  are  to  be  added  to 
each  bill  presented  before   the    14th   of 
May,   1828,  to   conform   to  the  terms  on 
which  the  5th  volume  was  published. 
JOHN  COTTON, 
JOHN  G.  COFFIN. 

Agents  for  the  above. 

Barnet  Peters,  Portland,  Me. 

Charles  Coffin,  P.M.  Buxton,  Me. 

Weare  C.  Little,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Charles  S.  Francis,  NewYork,  N.  Y. 

R.  H.  Small,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  or 

John  Mortimer,      "  " 

Gideon  B.  Smith,  Baltimore,  Md.  Patri- 
ot Office. 

Lemuel  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Drake  &  Conclin,  Cincinnati,  O. 

J.  W.  Foster,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Chauncey  Goodrich,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Geo.  Dana,  Providence,  R.  I. 

T.  O.  H.  Croswell,  p.  M.  Catskill,  N.Y. 

W.  H.  Coffin,  P.  M.  Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Oct.  28. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
rrceived  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 

ATHENEUM ; 

OR,  SPIRIT  OF  the  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES. 

TH^HE  Atheneum  is  published  on  the  1st 
JL  and  15lh  of  every  month,  each  num- 
ber containing  40  pages,  large  octavo.  It 
consists  of  selections  from  the  best  English 
Magazines,  and  is  intended  as  a  Miscella- 
ny for  all  classes  of  readers.  The  price 
of  the  work,  with  plates  of  the  fash- 
ions, is  six  dollars  a  year  ;  without  them, 
five  dollars.  Ojher  plates  will  occasion- 
ally be  given,  and  sent  to  all  the  subscrib- 
ers, without  additional  charge. 

184  Washington  Street,  Boston. 
Nov.  4. 


Publishod  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — -Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  18,  1828. 


No.  40. 


I. 

Cases  communicated  for  the  Boston 
JMedical  and  Swgical  Journal, 

By  Walter  Channing,  M.D. 

1.   Case  of  Dropsy. 

Miss  ,    aet.   38.      May   26, 

1828.  For  six  or  seven  years  last 
past,  oedema  of  feet  and  ankles  ; 
for  three  years,  dropsy  in  the  abdo- 
men, with  great  increase  of  oede- 
ma and  slight  failure  of  general 
health.  Since  last  February 
swelling  has  increased;  now  abdo- 
men enormously  large,  and  the 
whole  trunk  of  extraordinary  di- 
mensions ;  the  lower  extremities 
greatly  enlarged  ;  oedema  extends 
to,  and  over  thorax.  About  a  year 
since  fell,  and  suffered  afterwards 
severe  pain  lo\v  down  in  left  side 
of  trunk,  and  since  then  occasional 
pains  in  the  abdomen.  Cannot  lie 
on  back;  sleeps  till  1,  pretty  well, 
but  is  after  this  hour  kept  awake 
by  sense  of  distension.  Fluctua- 
tion general,  and  distinct.  Tongue 
coated,  brown  towards  root ;  some 
40 


appetite,  much  thirst  ;  cardialgia  ; 
bowels  well.  Pulse  100  ;  skin 
cool,  dry  ;  catamenia  regular  till 
last  period  ;  urine  very  scanty. 
Walks  abroad,  and  works  more  or 
less,  daily.  Countenance  natural, 
and  spirits  excellent.  Has  not 
used  active  remedies. 

Various  remedies  were  tried, 
as  croton  oil,  cream  of  tartar, 
elaterium,  &c.,  without  benefit. 
Average  quantity  of  urine  daily 
about  seventeen  ounces.  The 
enlargement  of  the  abdomen  in- 
creased, respiration  became  em- 
barrassed, and  it  was  determined 
to  tap.  This  was  done  on  the 
4th  of  June,  and  fifty-eight  pints, 
by  measure,  of  a  very  dark  and 
thick  fluid,  were  drawn  off.  The 
immediate  effects  were  great 
sinkaig,  and  universal  distress  fol- 
lowed, which  was  relieved  l/y 
tincture  of  opium. 

June  5th,  9,  A.  M.  Exhaus- 
tion and  faintness  continue  ;  pulse 
72,  not'  weak  ;  skin  warm  ;  no 
soreness  in  abdomen;  has  not  slept; 
urine,     by    estimate,    one   gallon 
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since  operation,  and  continues 
free  ;  countenance  sunken  ;  no 
dejection  ;  asked  for  milk  por- 
ridge for  diet  ;  let  her  have  it, 
and  drink  solution  supertartrate 
of  potass. 

6th.  Pulse  84,  sharp  ;  temper- 
ature good  ;  the  least  motion  pro- 
duces great  distress  in  abdomen, 
almost  amounting  to  spasm;  tongue 
coated  heavily,  dark;  by  measure, 
urine  eight  pints  ;  countenance 
improved;  redema  greatly  dimin- 
ished; no  dejection.  Foment  abdo- 
men with  decoction  of  bitter  herbs. 

R.  Infus.  sennse  cump.  3j. 

now,  and  every  three  hours  until 
operation.  Enema  in  evening  if 
no  dejection  before. 

7th.  After  two  doses,  seven 
dejections, — copious,  not  watery. 
Pulse  84,  less  sharp  ;  tongue 
cleaner  ;  urine  seven  pints,  by 
measure  ;  passed  water  also  dur- 
ing dejections  ;  oedema  subsides  ; 
abdomen  soft,  flabby,  very  sore  to 
touch  ;  skin  sallow;  appetite  good. 
Veal  broth  at  dinner. 

8th.  Pulse  72,  not  weak  ; 
spasms  in  chest  not  always  or  only 
produced  by  moving  the  body,  but 
are  also  caused  by  swallowing  ; 
tongue  cleaner  ;  two  dejections  ; 
speaks  in  whisper  ;  urine  as  be- 
fore ;  lower  extremities  not  much 
larger  than  natural  ;  oedema  else- 
where gone  ;  acute  pain  in  left 
side  under  mamma  ;  respiration 
easy  on  back.  A  mixture  of  sul- 
phuric ether,  tincture  of  pepper- 
mint and  laudamim,  was  prescrib- 
ed, and  a  blister  to  the  che^t  if 
not  relieved  by  mixture.  A  roller 
to  the  abdomen. 

The  spasms  were  found  dimi- 
nished on  9th,  and  gradually  dis- 
appeared. On  the  I3th  she  was 
sitting  up  ;  walked  about  on  the 
15th  ;    on   the    ISlh  rode  abroad, 


and  ceased  to  use  medicines  on 
the  24th.  The  amendment  was 
gradual,  the  urine  continuing  abun- 
dant, and  the  pulse  getting  slow- 
er, being  60  on  the  20th,  and  con- 
tinuing so  when  I  last  saw  her. 
Some  oedema  of  ankles  would  oc- 
cur from  much  exercise.  I  saw 
this  patient  some  week^  after, 
and  found  the  abdomen  fuller  than 
when  I  last  saw  her.  She  pro- 
mised to  call  on  me  if  her  com- 
plaint troubled  her.  1  have  not 
seen  her  since. 

Remarks. — The  circumstances 
of  interest  in  this  case  were,  the 
length  of  time  the  disease  had 
continued  ;  its  great  extent ;  the 
amount  of  health  and  spirits  en- 
joyed by  the  patient  ;  the  quantity 
and  character  of  the  fluid  remov- 
ed by  the  operation  ;  the  rapid 
absorption  of  the  water  from  the 
extremities  and  cellular  textures 
of  the  trunk,  manifested  by  the 
increase  of  the  urine  from  seven- 
teen ounces  to  eight  pints  a  day  ; 
and,  finally,  the  degree  of  convales- 
cence at  which  she  attained  while 
under  treatment.  The  immedi- 
ate effects  of  tapping  \vere  very 
distressing,  and  even  alarming. 
The  least  motion  or  excitement 
from  any  cause, — the  mere  act 
of  swallowing,  produced  severe 
spasms,  and  great  difficulty  of 
respiration.  The  absorbents  be- 
came active  immediately  on  the 
removal  of  the  distension  from 
the  abdouien  ;  for  the  report  gives 
a  gallon  of  urine  in  the  twenty-four 
hours  succeeding  the  tapping. 
The  leading  facts  in  this  case  seem 
to  show  that  it  was  one  of  encysted 
dropsy,  and  one  of  the  ovaries 
most  probably  contained  the  fluiil. 
There  was  more  universal  ana- 
sarca than  ordinarily  attends  ova- 
rian   dropsy,    and    the    anasarca 
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moreover  preceded  the  accumula- 
tion within  the  abdomen. 

A  farther  account  of  this  case 
may  be  given  if  the  patient  again 
comes  under  the  notice  of  the 
writer. 

2.   Case  of  Jaundice. 

Mr.    ,  aet.   35.       Sept. 

25,  1828.  Has  been  troubled 
with  tape  worm  from  childhood 
till  last  two  years,  without  much 
disturbance  of  general  health  ; 
always  of  robust  appearance  ;  has 
a  relish  for  raw  meat,  and  some- 
times indulges  idiosyncrasy.  Two 
years  since  had  severe  attack  of 
pain  in  epigastrium,  which  o:radu- 
ally  subsided  in  thirty-six  hours, 
under  use  of  fomentations  and  ca- 
thartics ;  was  well  till  last  Janu- 
ary, then  had  similar  attack,  and 
since  then  every  i^ew  weeks,  in- 
tervals growing  shorter  and  pa- 
roxysms less  severe  ;  for  six 
months  has  been  costive  ;  dejec- 
tions clay-colored  ;  appetite  va- 
riable ;  urine  high  colored,  dimi- 
nished six  or  seven  weeks  since. 
Now  jaundice  ;  skin  universally 
yellow  ;  this  and  light  colored 
stools  now,  have  once  or  twice 
disappeared  ;  has  taken  from  four 
to  twenty  grains  of  calomel  daily, 
besides  doses  of  from  ten  to  twen- 
ty grains,  with  oil,  twice  a  week 
for  some  weeks  ;  occasional  slight 
soreness  of  gums  has  occurred, 
and  moderate  purging  ;  has  used 
nitric  acid  externally,  and  taken 
froni  five  to  fifty  graius  of  extract 
of  cicuta  at  a  dose,  for  three 
weeks,  with  no  other  effect  than 
iiilense  itching  of  skin  in  bed,  and 
some  dizziness,  but  no  loss  of 
sight.  Conjunctivae  deep  yellow, 
but  objects  have  never  appeared 
yeliow.  Tongue  white,  bright  yel- 
low on  left  ediie  ;  appetite  very 
poor  ;  food  ut^  well  ;  no  dejscliun 


since  23d  ;  discharge  then  hard, 
with  some  pain;  pulse  76,  natural ; 
skin  moist  ;  lies  equally  well  in 
any  position. 

R.  01.  riciiii   3j- 

Tr.  senncC  conip.  3ss.    M. 

Sept.  26.  Abdomen  carefully 
examined  by  pressure,  betrayed 
no  soreness  or  tenderness  in  any 
part.  The  ribs  of  right  side  ele- 
vated in  hepatic  region,  and  an 
apparent  protrusion  of  liver  pn 
full  inspiration.  Three  dejections 
from  oil,  &c.,  dark  slate  colored, 
frothy,  faecal  smell. 

R.  01.  terebinth   3  iss. 
Aq.  3ij.     M. 

If  in  four  hours  no  dejection, 

R.  01.  terebinth  3j. 
Ol.  rlcini  3j.    M. 

Preserve  excretions.  Diet  of 
the  house. 

27th.  After  both  doses,  two 
dejections,  copious,  dark  slate 
colored  ;  some  nausea  and  griping; 
slight  dysuria  ;  urine  loaded  with 
bile  ;  pulse  84  ;  skin  cold. 

He  now  began  with  nitric  acid 
internally,  warm  salt  bath  daily, 
and  nitro-muriatic  acid  bath  night 
and  morning  over  abdomen.  Ca- 
thartics of  pil.  aloes  and  colo- 
cynth,  and  compound  infusion  of 
senna,  with  Rochelle  salts,  were 
given  daily.  On  30tb,  three  de- 
jections, yellow,  copious,  not  li- 
quid. On  October  1st,  the  urine 
was  much  lighter.  This  patient 
continued  to  improve  under  the 
use  of  the  above  remedies.  Oct. 
17th,  very  slight  yellowness  re- 
mained, the  bowels  were  neaify 
regular,  and  strength  and  appetite 
good.  Catarrh  on  17th  ;  coughed 
and  sneezed  without  pain  inchest 
or  right  hypochondrium.  On  ISlh 
ceased  to  use  reuiedies. 

From  the  loii;r   continuance   of 


628 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


disease,  and  the  liability  to  sudden 
and  severe  attacks  when  appa- 
rently quite  well,  this  patient  was 
advised  to  submit  to  a  new  trial 
of  mercury  both  externally  and 
internally,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  disease. 

Remarks. — The  amount  of  me- 
dicines,  and  of  active   ones   too, 
taken  by  this   patient,   according 
to  his  own  report,  was  very  great. 
There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
statement,  for  there  was  no  pur- 
pose to  be  accomplished  by  a  false 
report,  and  the   good  sense  and 
natural  shrewdness  of  the  patient 
enabled  him  to  observe  accurately 
what  remedies  he  was  using,  and 
what  were  their   effects.      The 
quantity  was  great  and  the  effect 
very  small.       The   color   of  the 
alvine  evacuations  was  in  its  de- 
gree new  to  me.     It  was  a  deep 
slate  color.,  without  the  least  tinge 
of  bile.      The  lighter  clay  color 
is  common  in  this  disease.     In  the 
report  but  little  is  said  of  the  at- 
tacks.    These  were  always  very 
severe,  so  much  so  as  to  lead  the 
patient  to  believe  that  they  would 
suddenly  destroy  life.     An  active 
cathartic  course,  with  the   inter- 
nal and  external  use  of  dilute  ni- 
tric acid,  was  curative. 

3.   Case  of  Chronic  Diarrhoea,  with 
the  Appearances  after  Death. 

October  11,  182S.     Mr. 


aged  about  50.  In  West  Indies, 
four  months  since,  began  to  be 
oppressed  by  food,  flatulent,  &c. 
Symptoms  grew  worse,  and  in 
three  or  four  weeks  was  taken 
with  diarrhoea  ;  soon  after  put  to 
sea  without  medicine  ;  has  had 
about  six  dejections  daily,  natural 
in  color,  li^iuid,  frothy,  watery, 
without  blood  or  pain  ;  occasion- 
ally   has   been   costive  three   or 


four  days.  Pulse  84  ;  tongue  has 
loose,  wdiite  coat,  pale  at  edges, 
gets  parched  and  stiff  in  night  ;  I 
appetite  good  ;  for  three  days  I 
skin  has  been  hot  and  dry  ;  last 
night  kept  awake  by  heat  ;  chest 
well  ;  some  wheezing  in  breath- 
ing ;  says  family  is  asthmatic  ; 
flesh  much  diminished  ;  muscular 
strength  sufficient  ;  has  taketJfno 
medicine. 

12th.  Five  dejections  in  twen- 
ty-four hours  ;  kept  awake  by 
burning  of  feet ;  tongue  coated  on- 
ly slightly  in  middle  and  back  part. 
13th.  Eight  dejections,  loose, 
fcecal,  watery  ;  excited  to  stool 
by  any  motion  ;  very  little  pain, 
but  has  a  sense  of  moving  in  bow- 
els ;  pulse  108  ;  skin  rather  hot 
and  dry  ;  tongue  as  yesterday  ; 
very  wakeful  in  night  ;  annoyed 
by  burning  in  feet  ;  some  chill, 
with  cold  feet  in  evening. 

14th.  Three  dejections  yes- 
terday, viz.  two  in  night  and  one 
this  morning,  with  slight  pain.  In 
night  was  hot  and  dry  five  hours  ; 
afterwards  very  profuse  sweat. 
Pulse  80,  small. 

loth.  Five  dejections,  not 
quite  so  loose.  In  night  was  hot 
three  hours  ;  afterwards  chill, 
then  sweat.  Tongue  rather 
cleaner. 

16th.  Five  dejections,  he 
thinks  better.  At  5,  P.  M.  had 
ague  turn,  no  heat  nor  sweat  ; 
slept  well  ;  feels  better,  though 
feeble  ;  skin  less  hot. 

17th.  No  ague,  but  heat  through 
night  ;  no  sweat ;  slept  tolerably  ; 
seven  or  eight  dejections,  thin, 
with  much  flatus  and  cutting  pain 
about  rectum.  Let  him  have  one 
of  the  follo\ving  every  night. 

R.   Hydrarg,  subnuir.  cr.  iv.  . 
Pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  iij. 
Fulv.   opii   gr.  iij.     M.     ft.    Pil. 
No.  iv. 
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18th.  Slept  well,  no  heat,  &c. 
Six  dejections,  two  of  them  this 
morning,  rather  less  painful.  Some 
appetite;  would  relish  some  meat; 
may  have  beef  or  mutton,  with 
bread,  butno vegetables,  atdinner. 

19th.  Chill  in  evening;  no 
heat  ;  good  sleep  ;  four  dejections, 
rather  loose,  small ;  countenance 
better. 

20th.  Four  dejections  ;  chill 
and  heat,  which  terminated  before 
9  ;  afterwards  had  good  sleep. 

21st.  Four  dejections,  loose  as 
usual,  with  flatus,  but  less  irrita- 
tion. Night  as  usual  ;  feels 
stronger  ;  rather  tired  of  diet ; 
may  have  for  breakfast  and  sup- 
per milk  and  lime  water,  propor- 
tion of  three  to  one,  boiled,  and 
bread. 

22d.  In  bed  slept  well,  but 
after  going  to  water  closet  be- 
came faint.  Says  dejections  have 
been  more  copious  of  late  ;  skin 
quite  hot  ;  pulse  120,  small,  fee- 
ble. Omit  pill  of  17th,  and  sub- 
stitute the  following  : — 

R.   Pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  iv. 

Pulv.    opii   gr.    iij.     M.    ft.    Pil. 
No.  iv. 

one  now,  and  one  at  bedtime. 

23d.  Much  sunken.  One  de- 
jection at  noon  ;  one  this  morning 
as  before.  Slept  much  in  day  ; 
in  evening  much  prostrated,  seem- 
ing to  have  lost  command  of  voice 
and  memory  ;  hot  and  parched  ; 
now  in  bed,  very  pale.  Pulse 
120,  feeble,  not  soft ;  tongue  quite 
dry  ;  complains  of  pain  in  right 
side  about  h.^th  or  sixth  ribs,  came 
on  at  daylight  ;  abdomen  soft  ;  has 
not  called  for  drink  ;  has  taken 
very  little  nourishment. 

Cerat.  cantharid.  G — 4  to  seat  of  pain. 

Pill  of  yesterday  at  bedtime, 

or  at  any  time  if  diarrhoea  occur. 

Balm  tea  or  toast  water  for  drink. 


Continued  failing  without  any  new 
symptom  or  increased  pain  till 
6,  P.  M.,  when  he  expired. 

Examination  eighteen  hours  post 
mortem. — Pleura  not  extensively 
inflamed,  but  had  many  spots  on 
right  side  inflamed,  with  slight 
ulcerations,  precisely  similar  to 
the  little  ulcerations  in  the  mouth, 
called  canker  sores.  On  the  left 
side  were  extensive  marks  of  a 
pleurisy  of  some  former  time. 

The  pericardium  was  distendisd, 
and  contained  3viij.  or  x.  of  a 
watery  fluid. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
large  intestines  was  diseased  uni- 
versally. It  was  much  discolor- 
ed, thickened  in  some  parts,  and 
had  very  numerous  ulcerations ; 
none  of  these  were  very  large  or 
very  deep. 

The  liver  was  diseased  greatly. 
Its  right  lobe  had  not  a  natural 
aspect.  Its  left  lobe  was  mot- 
tled, and  somewhat  hardened.  On 
raising  it,  at  its  posterior  part 
was  found  an  abscess  containin™- 
3viij.  or  more  of  thick  pus. 

Remarks, — From  the  good  ef- 
fects which  frequently  occur,  in 
chronic  diarrhoea  of  hot  climates, 
from  exact  diet,  this  patient  was 
put  upon  such  a  course  of  food  as 
promised  most  benefit.  No  bene- 
ficial changes  however  occurring-, 
such  medicines  were  prescribed 
as  were  indicated  by  his  disease. 
The  day  but  one  before  that  on 
which  he  is  reported  to  have 
grown  worse,  and  exhibited  de- 
cided appearances  of  increased 
disease,  he  was  accidentally  ex- 
posed to  a  much  lower  tempera- 
ture than  usual,  and  obviously  was 
injured  by  this  exposure.  Before 
this  time,  though  exhibiting  mark- 
ed symptoms  of  serious  disease, 
he  was  out  of  bed   most  of  the 
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day,  and  walking  about  with  some 
considerable  strength.  He  had 
not  essentially  altered  in  this  re- 
spect from  the  statement  of  the 
11th  Oct. 

Dissection  brought  to  light 
great  general  disease  of  the  liver, 
and  a  large  abscess  full  of  pus  on 
its  posterior  part.  This  condition 
of  the  liver  explains  one  symptom 
of  the  disease  which  was  always 
a  severe  one,  the  nightly  chill, 
and  the  hectic  heat  which  follow- 
ed it.  No  symptom  of  disease  of 
this  organ  was  discovered  during 
life,  by  the  minute  investigation 
which  was  made  into  the  state  of 
the  abdomical  viscera,  nor  did  the 
general  aspect  of  the  patient  ex- 
cite a  suspicion  of  latent  disease 
in  this  organ. 

Boston,  Jfovember,  1828. 


II. 

On  the  Earlier  and  Later  Flood- 
inss. — From  Lectures  delivered 
at  Guy''s  Hospital^ 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Continued  from  p.  612.) 

Management  of  the  Earlier  Flood- 
ings. — After  the  general  observa- 
tions already  at  large  premised, 
the  management  of  the  earlier 
floodings  may  be  compressed  into 
few  words.  If  a  woman,  in  the 
earlier  months,  is  laboring  under 
a  flooding  of  one  or  other  of  the 
four  varieties,  no  obvious  danger 
attending,  the  less  you  actively 
interfere,  the  better.  The  pa- 
tient should  be  a-bed,  quiet,  and 
cool  ;  the  bowels  should  be  open- 
ed, the  system,  if  feverish,  should 
be  refrigerated  ;  and  cold  should 
be  applied  to[)ically,  and,  in  larg- 
er doses,  perhaps,  lead  should  be 
administered,  or  the  vagina  should 
be  obstructed,  provided  the  dis- 


charges, copious  and  pertinacious, 
seem  to  require  it.  But  if  you 
find  your  patient  laboring  under  a 
discharge  more  copious  and  dan- 
gerous, and  if  there  is  reasonable 
cause  for  believing  that  life,  or 
the  tenor  of  her  future  health, 
may  be  in  danger,  practices  more 
vigorous  than  those  just  enumerat- 
ed may  be  required.  In  these 
rarer  exigencies,  besides  the  re- 
medies ordinary  in  such  bleedings 
already  detailed  at  large,  it  be- 
hoves you  to  consider  whether 
you  may  not  have  recourse  to 
some  of  the  deobstruents  formerly 
commended,  (ergot,  for  example,) 
in  order  to  accelerate  the  expul- 
sion of  those  substances  lodging  in 
the  uterine  cavity  and  keeping  up 
the  discharge.  The  ergot  I  have 
sometimes  tried,  according  to  the 
rules  formerly  prescribed,  and 
with  the  greatest  advantage. 
From  idiosyncrasy,  or  other 
causes,  should  the  ergot  remain 
inert,  it  would,  too,  be  for  consi- 
deration, whether  you  aiight  not 
manually  interfere,  emptying  the 
uterus  by  that  action  of  the  fin- 
gers, already  explained  and  de- 
monstrated. Such  interference, 
however,  be  it  remembered,  is 
always  an  evil.  Violence  will 
bruise,  tear,  and  kill.  To  remove 
the  ovum,  however,  when  it  lies 
not  in  the  womb  but  the  vagina, 
is  often  both  safe  and  proper,  in 
both  varieties  of  flooding.  Yet, 
when  the  bowels  are  open,  often 
of  itself  it  comes  away. 

I  will  not  suppose  it  necessary 
to  remind  you,  that  in  the  latter 
floodings,  when  the  woman,  with- 
out further  discharge,  lies  in  a 
state  approaching  to  asphyxia,  to 
disturb  the  clots  by  manual  ope- 
rations may  be  death.  I  should 
despair  of  teaching  you  prudence 
and  caution,  could  I  imagine  that 
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this  principle,  so  lately  pressed  learned  entirely  from  my  valued 
home  upon  the  attention,  were  relative,  Dr.  Haighton.  Its  due 
already  elTaeed  from  the  mind  ;  performance  requires  an  accou- 
and  yet  I  have  my  misgivings  :  cheur  ;  for  it  is  not  into  the  vagi- 
memories  are  sometimes  aqueous,  na,  but  the  womb,  that  the  fluid 
Remember,  ihat  even  in  earlier  should  be  thrown.  Twice,  or 
gestation,  if  the  woman  have  lost  oftener,  in  the  day,  the  fluid  may 
much  blood,  and  if  she  be  in  a  be  thrown  up.  Begin  with  a  scru- 
state  of  deep  fainting,  it  is  unsafe  pie  of  alum  to  a  pint  of  water, 
at  this  time,  in  any  way,  to  disturb  increasing  the  strength  according 
the  clots.  Let  her  lie  and  rally,  to  the  effect  produced.  The  blood 
Assist  her  by  other  means  than  is  sometimes  consolidcited  in  the 
manual  operations  about  the  va-  uterus  by  the  action  of  the  alum, 
gina.  Transfusion  may  be  neces-  and  may,  to  the  great  alarm  of 
sary. — Then,  when  she  is  tho-  the  patient,  be  expelled  with 
roughly  established,  when  the  pains  like  those  of  parturition  ; 
bleeding  shows  a  disposition  to  and  for  this,  she  should  be  pre- 
return,  when,  the  womb  being  pared.  Though  not  prepared  to 
empty,  the  drainings  of  blood  still  assert  that  this  practice  is  wholly 
obstinately  continue,  vaginal  ope-  without  danger  of  inflammation,  I 
rations  may  be  proper  enough.  never,  myself,  saw  any  serious  ill 

In   continued    drains    from   the  consequences  resulting.     Women 

uterus,  when   emptied  of  its  con-  are  now  living  who  have,  1  think, 

tents,   besides   the   more   obvious  been  preserved  by   this  remedy  ; 

and  general    practices,  there  are  but  it  should  not  be   used  without 

two  deserving  especial   notice —  need. 

mercurial  action,  and  the  injection  The  grand  errors  which  you 
of  the  uterine  cavity.  Though  are  likely  to  commit  In  managing 
not,  I  trust,  besotted  with  an  the  earlier  floodings,  are,  I  think, 
overwrought  opinion  of  the  pow-  the  following.  When  tyros,  and 
ers  of  this  valuable  mineral,  I  young  soldiers  in  midwifery,  you 
think  some  cases  have  fallen  under  are  apt  to  be  too  soon  intimidated 
my  notice,  in  which,  whatever  its  by  the  sight  of  blood.  Perturba- 
action,  the  cessation  of  the  drain-  tions  are  always  undesirable  in  a 
ings  might  be  reasonably  attribut-  practitioner  ;  be  it  remembered, 
ed  to  a  mercurial  action  in  the  of  the  earlier  floodings,  that  they 
system.  Do  not,  however,  I  en-  generally  do  well  ;  that  thought  is 
treat  you,  without  reflection,  an  excellent  anodyne.  Again,  if 
headlong,  go  and  salivate  your  rash  and  resolute,  you  may  fall 
patient.  A  slight  sorenoss  of  the  into  a  second  error,  in  some  mea- 
raouth  is  all  I  would  recommend,  sure  the  result  of  the  preceding  ; 
and  this  as  an  ultimate  remedy,  that,  I  mean,  of  needlessly  thrust- 
It  would  be  belter  for  the  person-  ing  your  hand  into  the  vagina,  and 
al  charms,  and,  I  am  sure,  some-  your  Angers  into  the  womb.  Re- 
times better  for  the  health  of  our  member,  I  have  told  you,  nor  can 
j)alients,  if  bome  of  our  blue  pill  I  reiterate  it  too  often,  that  you 
and  calomel  weve  converted  into  never  can  enter  into  the  womb 
looking  glasses.  without  risk;  and  who,  of  common 

The   injections   of  the   uterine  humanity,  will  incur  that  risk  un- 

cavity    with    astringent   fluids,    I  less    overborne    by   a   paramount 
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necessity  ?     Now,  in  floodings  nf 
the  earlier  months,  such  necessity 
but  seldom  exists;  of  consequence, 
but  seldom  are  your  active  manual 
operations  required.     It  may,  it 
is  true,  be  sometimes   necessary 
to  use  the  hand;  but  a  medfdlesome 
midwifery  is  bad.     Beware.     Re- 
member the  principles  formerly 
prescribed.     The  use  of  instru- 
ments  to    dilate   the   mouth   and 
neck  of  the   uterus,   or  to  take 
away  substances  from  its  cavity, 
I  dislike  ;  in  a  young  accoucheur, 
it  is  certainly  an  error.     That  di- 
latation of  the  OS  uteri  can  never 
be  proper,  I  dare  not  assert.   Now 
and  then  the  linger  may  be  used 
as  a   dilator  ;   now  and  then  the 
forceps  may  be  used  to  take  away 
the    substance    contained    in   the 
uterine  cavity  ;  but  these  anoma- 
lous cases   are  so   rare,  that,  not 
to  bewilder  the  mind,  it  is  wiser, 
perhaps,  to  consider  them  as  no- 
thing.     Beginners,   at  least,  and 
such   I   address,  ought   not  to   be 
perplexed  with  them  ;  and  on  the 
whole,  for  you,  I  think,  it  is  bet- 
ter to  take  the  chance  of  evil  aris- 
ing from  the    rejection   of  these 
practices,  than  the  chance  of  the 
still  greater  evil  which  may  result 
from  their  adoption;  for  the  cases 
in  which   these  practices  may  be 
needlessly  and  injuriously  attempt- 
ed are  innumerable  ;  but  those  in 
which  the  rejection  of  them  may 
be  attended  with  ill  consequences, 
are  indeed  (ew.     A  meddlesome 
midwifery  is  bad.      "  Bene  ascolta 
chinota.''^    To  suppose  the  uterus 
to  be  empty  when  it  is  not,  is  an- 
other grave  error.     Recollect  the 
diagnostics   stated   to  you    in  the 
course  of  these  lectures,  and  you 
may,  I  think,  generally  keep  clear 
of  this   mistake.     Nor,  perhaps, 
is   it  unnecessary   to  guard  your- 
selves against  an  error  the  con- 


verse of  the  former — that  of  ima- 
gining, because  the  bleeding  is 
pertinacious,  that  something  must 
necessarily  be  retained.  In  the 
more  doubtful  cases — lime  or  ex- 
amination must  decide.  Of  the 
later  floodings  we  will  treat  at 
our  next  meetinjr. 


III. 

From  the  Med.  Chir.  Transactions. 

Observations  upon  Depositions  of 
Pus  and  Lymph,  occurring  in  the 
Lungs  and  other  Viscera,  after 
Injuries  of  different  parts  of  the 
Body. 

By  Thomas  Rose,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Sur- 
geon to  St.  George's  Hospital. 

(Concluded from  page  603.) 

"  Case  3. — Abscesses  in  the  Lungs, 
Liver,  and  Articulation  of  Clavi- 
cle and  Sternum,  with  effusion  into 
the  Thorax  after  a  bruise  and 
icound  of  the  foot  y  and  a  fractured 
fibida. 

"  George  Stagey,  18  years  of 
age,  and  healthy,  was  admitted 
into  St.  George's  Hospital,  on  the 
17th  of  July,  1827,  in  consequence 
of  an  accident  from  a  cart-wheel 
having  passed  over  the  left  foot. 
There  u'as  a  small  wound  under 
the  little  toe,  made,  apparently, 
by  some  sharp  substance,  which 
had  penetrated  under  the  first 
phalanx,  about  an  inch  in(o  the 
sole  of  his  foot.  Considerable 
ecchyoiosi..  had  taken  place  over 
all  his  instep  and  foot,  and  there 
was  a  simple  fracture  of  his  left 
fibula,  two  inches  above  the  ankle. 
Leeches,  cold  lotions,  and  aperi- 
ent medicines  were  ordered,  and 
the  limb  was  kept  quiet,  and  sup- 
ported on  a  pillow.  The  leeches 
were  repeated  several  times. 

"  On  the  23d  he  had  shiverings, 
and  these  were  followed  by  dif- 
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fused  cellular  inflainraation  over  was  some  lymph  efTused  on  the 
the  foot,  and  by  erysipelas  extend-  under  surface  of  the  anterior  lobes 
ing  up  the  leg  and  thigh,  with  en-  of  the  cerebrum,  and  round  the 
larged  glands  in  the  groin.  The  junction  of  the  optic  nerves  ;  mat- 
integuments  in  different  parts  of  ter  was  found  effused  into  the  cel- 
the  foot  were  divided,  to  set  the  lular  membrane  over  the  sternal 
inflamed  parts  at  liberty  ;  and  on  extremity  of  the  right  clavicle, 
free  openings  being  obtained  for  and  into  the  synovial  cavities  on 
matter  which  had  formed  under  each  side  of  the  inter-articular 
the  fascia  plantaris,  the  febrile  cartilage  between  that  bone  and 
disturbance  began  to  subside.  the  sternum. 

"  On  the  4lh  of  August  he  was  "  The  plenra  on  both  sides  of 

reported  convalescent.  ,  the  thorax  was  very  vascular,'and 

"  On  the  5th  he  had  a  severe  distended     with     a    considerable 

rigor  ;    purgative    medicine    was  quantity  of  a    sero-purulent   fluid 

ordered.  mixed  with  loose  flakes  of  lymph. 

"  On  the  7th,  the  rigor  return-  This  was  more   abundant   on  the 

ed.     The  limb  continued  perfect-  left  than  on  the   right  side  of  the 

ly    quiet  ;    all   the   wounds   were  chest. 

healing.  He  had  never  had  ague,  "  The  lungs  on  each  side  con- 
but  stated  tliat  where  he  had  been  tained  numerous  small  abscesses 
working  that  disease  prevailed,  and  soft  tubercular  masses,  prin- 
He  was  directed  to  take  two  cipally  adjoining  the  surface  of  the 
grains  of  the  sulj)hate  of  quinine  pleura.  These  varied  in  size  from 
every  four  hours.  that   of  a  hazel-nut  to  less   than 

"  The  rigor   returned  again  on  that   of  a  small  pea  ;  and   in  the 

the   8th,  followed  by   much  heat  middle  of  some  of  the   tubercles 

and  a  very  quick  pulse,  and  con-  there  was  an  irregular  cavity  fill- 

tinued   afterwards  to  recur  at  ir-  ed  with  pus.      One  small  abscess 

regular  intervals,  being  generally  was  found  in  the  substance  of  the 

succeeded  by  profuse  sweats.  great  lobe  of  the  liver,  at  some 

"  On  the  lOlh  it  was  observed  distance  from  its  surface, 
that   he   had  sli2.ht  ptosis   of  the 

upper  eyelid    of  the    risht   eye  ;  "  Case  4.— Abscesses  of  the  Liver 

his  pulse  was  quick,  nea^■ly  105  ;  ^^"^  '^P^^'^"^  after  Fracture  of  the 

his  tongue  dry  ;   his   countenance  ^-l-uil,  <s,^c. 

unfavorable,  and  with  a  yellowish  "  A  French   gentleman,  30  years 

tinge.     In  the   evening,  some  de-  of  age,  was  brought  to  St.  George's 

gree   of  emphysema  and    a  little  Hospital   on    the  evening  of  the 

effusion  of  fliiiJ  were  detected  at  27th  of  July,  in  a   state  of  com- 

the  articulation  of  the    right  cla-  plete    insensibility,   having   fallen 

vicle  with  the  sternum.      He  had  from  his  horse  and  pitched  on  the 

met  with  no  accident   in  the  part  side  of  his  head.      He  died  on  the 

to  account  for  this.      On  the  even-  18th  of  August,  the  23d  day  after 

ing  of  the  11th  he  died,  being  the  the  accident. 

26th  day  after  the  accident.  "  On    examining   the   body,    it 

"  The  body  was  examined  on  was   found    that    a    fracture    had 

the  following  day.     In  the  head  taken  place,  commencing  a  little 

the    arachnoid     appeared     more  above   the   posterior  and  inferior 

opaque  than  natural,   and    there  angle   of  the   left  parietal  bone, 
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and  extending  across  the  occiput  to 
the  foramen  magnum.  There  was 
a  considerable  quantity  of  blood 
extravasated  at  the  base  of  the 
skull.  The  brain  itself  was  rup- 
tured at  the  lower  part  of  the 
posterior  lobe  on  the  left  side, 
and  pus  had  formed  at  that  part 
between  it  and  the  pia  tnater. 
Both  the  liver  and  spleen  were 
studded  over  their  surface,  and 
throughout  their  substance,  with 
soft  tubercular  masses  consisting 
of  lymph  mixed  with  pus,  and 
with  circumscribed  abscesses  of 
diirerent  sizes." 

The  subjoined  cases  were  com- 
municated to  the  author  by  Mr. 
Lawrence  : — 

"  Thomas  Scarborough,  aetat. 
33^  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital  on  the  6th  of 
January,  1827,  in  order  to  have  a 
loose  cartilage  removed  from  the 
iinee-joint.  He  had  a  somewhat 
sallow  and  unheallhy  look,  and  a 
whitish  tongue,  yet  considered 
himself  in  good  health,  and  had 
followed  his  ordinary  occupation 
as  a  laborer,  to  the  time  of  his 
admission,  having  experienced  on- 
ly temporary  inconvenience  from 
the  complaint  in  the  knee,  which 
had  existed  about  three  years. 

"  After  some  attention  had  been 
paid  to  the  state  of  his  health,  the 
operation  was  performed  on  the 
13th  of  January,  and  a  [)erfectly 
smooth  white  j)iece  of  cartilage, 
with  a  small  bony  nucleus,  was 
taken  out  of  the  joint,  having  been 
previously  fixed  on  the  external 
condyle  of  the  femur. 

"  17th.  The  wound  hris  united, 
without  the  slightest  heat  or 
swelling  of  the  joint.  In  the  even- 
ing, however,  without  any  assign- 
able cause,  bleeding  took  place 
from  the  wound,  and  ceased  spon- 


taneously by  the  formation  of  a 
coagulum,  which  distended  the 
incision.  On  the  next  day  the 
sallow  appearance  of  the  counte- 
nance, which  had  been  noticed  at 
the  tiuie  of  admission,  was  much 
more  conspicuous,  and  the  con- 
junctivae were  quite  yellow.  Dur- 
ing the  following  week,  the  joint, 
which  was  kept  quite  quiet,  re- 
mained free  from  pain  and  swell- 
ing, and  a  thin  fluid  escaped  from 
the  wound.     There  was  no  fever. 

"  After  passing  a  restless  night, 
he  became  very  ill  on  the  26th, 
with  heat  of  skin,  thirst,  loss  of  ap- 
petite, costiveness,  white  tongue, 
with  a  dry  brown  streak  in  the 
middle.  The  joint  was  swollen 
and  painful,  the  margins  of  the 
wound  inflamed,  and  a  purulent 
fluid  mixed  with  synovia  flowed 
from  it  on  pressure.  (Twenty 
leeches  to  the  joint  ;  aperient, 
and  afterwards  saline  medicines.) 
He  continued  in  nearly  the  same 
state  till  the  evening  of  the  29th, 
when  the  febrile  symptoms  in- 
creased, and  he  was  bled  to  four- 
teen ounces,  the  blood  being 
strongly  cupped  and  bufl'ed.  In 
consequence  of  continued  febrile 
disturbance,  twenty  ounces  of 
blood,  exhibiting  the  same  cha- 
racter as  before,  were  taken  froia 
the  arm  on  the  31st. 

"  He  was  better  on  the  1st  of 
February.  Twenty  leeches  to 
the  knee-joint,  which  continues 
inflamed  and  swollen,  and  dis- 
charges much  pus. 

"  During  the  night  of  the  2d  he 
was  restless  and  delirious.  From 
this  time  be  continued  to  sink  : 
paralysis  of  the  right  side,  more 
particularly  of  the  aim,  was  ob- 
served on  the  5lii;  and  he  expired 
on  the  7th. 

"  Examination  twelve  hours  after 
death. — The   knee-joint  contained 
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a  small  quantity  of  healthy  pus  ;  addicted  to  drniking,  was  admitted 
the  synovial  membrane  was  thick-  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
ened,  vascular,  and  in  some  places  the  19th  of  January,  1827,  for  an 
dark-colored.  An  abscess  on  the  old  ulcer  of  the  leg,  with  much 
outside  of  the  knee,  containing  surrounding  inflammation.  He  had 
two  ounces  of  pus,  communicated  a  poultice  to  the  ulcer,  was  twice 
with  the  joint  ;  and  the  skin  was  bled  in  the  arm,  and  took  opening 
separated  from  the  subjacent  tex-  medicine.  Under  this  treatment 
tures,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  the  leg  improved  rapidly,  and  he 
wound,  by  a  cavity  like  that  of  an  felt  altogether  much  better  ;  but 
abscess.  A  small  portion  of  the  three  days  after  the  second  bleed- 
upper  and  anterior  part  of  the  ing  the  wound  of  the  vein  became 
tibia  was  denuded  ;  the, cartilages  painful,  and  was  found  to  be  slight- 
were  unchanged  in  all  other  parts,  ly  inflamed. 

Several  small,  yellowish,  elevat-  "Jan.  30.  Shivering  fits  came 
ed  spots  were  observed  on  the  on  last  night,  followed  by  heat  and 
convex  surface  of  the  liver,  which  thirst;  pulse  120.  (Venesection 
was  slightly  agglutinated  to  the  to  ten  ounces.  Twenty  leeches 
diaphragm  by  recent  adhesion,  to  the  arm.  A  dose  of  calomel 
On  cutting  into  them,  a  thin  puru-  and  jalap.  A  saline  draught  eve- 
lent  fluid  escaped,  leaving  a  yel-  ry  four  hours,  with  antim.  tart, 
low  fibrous  substance,  very  much  gr.  j.) 

like  the  flakes  of  a  scrofulous  ab-  "  31.  Inflammation  has  extend- 
scess.  Ill  some  of  them  the  fibrous  ed  to  the  axilla,  the  arm  being 
substance  predominated;  in  others,  red,  swollen,  and  painful  on  pres- 
the  thin  yellow  pus.  These  de-  sure,  from  the  elbow  to  that  part, 
positions  varied  in  size,  from  that  (Thirty  leeches  to  the  arm,  and 
of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  hazel-nut.  a  large  blister  afterwards.)  A 
They  existed  in  great  numbers  severe  shivering  fit  was  experi- 
throughout  the  whole  liver,  but  enced  this  afternoon. 
the  thick  edge  was  more  particu-  "  Feb.  4th.  He  has  remained 
larly  loaded  with  them.  I  count-  nearly  in  the  same  state,  and  has 
ed  thirty  on  the  surface  of  one  had  several  shivering  fits.  Com- 
section  ;  there  must  consequently  plains  of  severe  pain  in  the  left 
have  been  many  hundreds  through-  knee-joint,  which  is  soujewhat 
out  the  liver.  The  other  abdo-  swollen.  The  aim  is  easy,  and  a 
minal  viscera  were  healthy.  The  small  quantity  of  thin  pus  flows 
arachnoid  membrane  covering  the  from  the  wound  in  the  vein  on 
hemispheres  was  partially  elevat-  pressure.  The  pulse  hard,  full, 
ed  by  serous  efi'usion  under  it  ;  and  100  ;  tongue  white  and  dry  ; 
this  was  particularly  apparent  great  thirst  ;  bowels  confined, 
over  the  posterior  lobe.  A  small  Ordered  purgatives  and  salines, 
deposition  of  healthy  yelloAV  pus,  with  digitalis, 
about  the  size  of  a  horse  bean,  "  5th.  He  has  passed  a  corn- 
was  found  at  the  side  of  one  of  the  fortalile  night.  The  left  knee 
posterior  convolutions  of  the  left  and  thigh  are  greatly  swollen  and 
hemisphere."  painful.     All  the  superficial  veins 

of  the  knee  and   thigh  are  exces- 

Case   2. — "  II.   A.  Porter,  51  sively   swollen,  and   form  a  very 

years  of  age,  a  corpulent   man,  conspicuous  net-work.     The  lioib 
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is  slightly  red,  and  preternaturally 
hot.  Pulse  140,  and  soft;  tongue 
white  ;  bowels  open.  (Six  doses 
of  the  digitalis  have  been  taken  ; 
let  it  be  increased  to  m.  xv.;  four 
grains  of  calomel  every  four  hours; 
3xvj.  of  blood  to  be  taken  from 
the  knee  by  cupping.) 

"  7th.  He  complained  yester- 
day of  pain  in  the  right  shoulder, 
which  continues  without  swelling 
or  redness.  The  knee  was  re- 
lieved by  the  cupping,  and  is  near- 
ly free  from  pain,  though  the 
swelling  is  not  much  diminished. 
The  arm  is  less  painful  ;  bowels 
very  open.  (The  calomel  to  be 
left  off;  the  digitalis  continued.) 
In  the  evening  he  was  more  easy; 
the  pulse  small,  hard,  and  120  ; 
tongue  brown  and  dry;  great  thirst. 

"  He  expired  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th,  and  the  body  was  exa- 
mined ten  hours  after  death. 

"  The  cephalic  vein,  uhich  had 
been  punctured,  was  thickened, 
and  contained  puo  for  about  two 
inches  below,  and  four  inches 
above  the  wound,  where  a  coagu- 
lum  of  blood  was  found,  filling  the 
cavity.  yVbove  and  below  these 
points  the  vessel  was  healthy,  and 
the  other  veins  exhibited  no  mor- 
bid change.  The  abdominal  and 
thoracic  viscera  were  healthy. 
The  arachnoid  membrane  was 
thickened,  opaque,  and  whitish. 
The  cellular  texture  of  the  pia 
mater  was  loaded  with  serum, 
and  an  increased  quantity  of  fluid 
was  found  in  the  ventricles.  The 
cavity  of  the  knee-joint  was  filled 
with  a  to!era!)ly  thick  pus,  of  an 
uniformly  reddish  color,  as  if  from 
an  intimate  admixture  of  blood. 
The  synovial  membrane  was 
thickened,  with  an  irregular  and 
almost  villous  surface  :  it  was 
extremely  vascular  in  its  udiole 
extent.  The  cartilaginous  cover- 
ings  of  the  femur  and  tibia  had 


undergone  considerable  absorp- 
tion, so  that  the  convexities  of 
the  femoral  condyles,  and  the 
corresponding  excavations  of  the 
tibia  were  completely  bare.  The 
cellular  substance  covering  the 
capsule  of  the  knee,  under  the 
exterior  muscles,  was  inflamed, 
thickened,  and  loaded  with  pus. 
This  texture  was  in  the  same 
state  on  the  surface,  and  through- 
out the  whole  substance  of  the 
vasti  and  cruralis  muscles.  Sec- 
tions of  these  muscles  presented 
a  most  singular  appearance,  their 
large  fasciculi  being  separated, 
apparently  by  layers  of  thick  yel- 
low pus.  The  matter,  although 
precisely  similar  in  color  and  con- 
sistence to  that  produced  by 
phlegmonous  inflammation,  was 
no  where  collected  into  an  ab- 
scess, but  was  diffused  through 
the  cellular  structure,  as  serum 
is  in  the  case  of  anasarca.  In  the 
rest  of  the  limb  there  was  effusion 
of  a  bright  light  yellow  serum. 
The  cellular  structure,  exterior 
to  tbe  orbicular  ligament  of  the 
right  shoulder,  was  filled  with 
thick  yellow  pus  ;  but  the  cavity 
of  the  joint,  and  the  deltoid  mus- 
cle, were  natural." 

The  following  cases,  of  a  nature 
similar  to  the  preceding,  are  ex- 
tracted from  later  journals. 

Case  T. —  Compoimd  Fracture  of  the 
right  Lcg—Scro-purulent  Effusion 
ill  the  Chest —  Tubercular  Deposi- 
iiofis  ill  the  Liver  and  Lu7igs. 

An  athletic  man,  aet.  37,  was  ad- 
mitted into  St.  George's  Hospital 
June  23d,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Keate,  with  compound  fracture  of 
both  bones  of  the  right  leg,  a  little 
below  their  centre.  The  injury 
was  received  in  falling  from  a  cart, 
when  a  sack  of  coals  was  thrown 
upon  the  limb.  The  external 
wound  was  small,  but  a  good  deal 
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of  effusion  had  taken  place  under- 
neath the  integument.  The  acro- 
mio-clavicular  articulation  was 
injured,  but  whether  it  was  frac- 
tured or  displaced  could  not  be  ex- 
actly ascertained.  The  wound 
was  dressed  with  lint  and  adhesive 
straps,  the  leg  placed  in  junks, 
and  spirit  lotion  applied  both  to  it 
and  the  shoulder. 
Haustus  Anodynus.    Haustus  Sennse. 

The  patient  went  on  well  till 
the  26th,  when  he  suffered  from 
thirst,  and  was  otherwise  feverish. 
Infusion  of  roses  was  prescribed, 
with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  sul- 
phate of  magnesia. 

On  the  30th,  eight  days  poste- 
rior to  the  infliction  of  the  injury, 
a  rigor  appeared,  with  nausea, 
headach,  and  pain  in  the  leg. 
The  pulse  was  rather  full,  and  100 
in  its  beat  :  the  tongue  white  and 
coated. 
01.  Ricini  3ss.     Rep.  Mist,  ut  ante. 

Liq.     Op.     Sed.    gtt.    xx.       Mist. 

Camph.   3  iss.  nocte  sumend. 

Whether  owing  to  the  medicine 
we  shall  not  pretend  to  say,  but 
certainly  the  patient  was  better 
on  the  2d.  The  rigor  had  not 
re-appeared,  the  pain  in  the  leg 
had  subsided,  the  pulse  was  sunk 
to  90,  tongue  clean,  bowels  open. 
Matter  began  to  form  around  the 
fracture,  and  all  was  so  fair  that 
the  limb,  on  the  4th  of  July,  was 
placed  in  Mr.  Amesbury's  appara- 
tus. The  calm,  however,  was 
but  transient,  the  amendment  de- 
lusive. On  the  evening  of  the 
9th  (the  17th  day)  the  patient 
complained  of  some  headach  ; 
and  the  morning  of  the  10th  was 
ushered  in  by  a  rigor,  succeeded 
by  heat  and  general  disturbance. 
Again  the  tongue  was  white;  pulse 
80,  and  full  ;  bowels  open  ;  leg 
easy. 

Syr.  papav.  3j.     Mist,  campli.  3  iss. 
ter  die. 


The  rigor  returned  in  the  course 
of  the  night,  and  again  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  lllh,  attended  with 
sickness,  slight  headach,  quick 
pulse.  The  leg  was  not  painful, 
but  a  spicula  of  bone  protruded 
as  the  dressing  was  removed. 

Sod.  carb.  9j.      Mag.   carb.   gr.   vi. 

Pulv.  rhei  gr.  ij.      Tine,  opii  M.  v. 

Mist,    camph,     3  iss.    Cta   quaque 

hora. 
Cataplasms  panis  cruri. 

The  rigors  were  experieiiced 
once  or  twice  in  the  day,  and  a 
very  unfavorable  symptom  was 
added — tenderness  in  the  epigas- 
trium and  right  hypochondrium. 
He  vomited  food  and  medicine 
alike  ;  the  tongue  had  become 
brown  ;  the  pulse  was  rather  flut- 
tering, and  120.  Under  these 
circumstances,  an  ounce  of  com- 
pound aether  mixture  was  ordered 
directly,  and  a  slight  alteration 
adopted  in  the  draught.  He  had 
two  attacks  of  shivering  in  the 
night  uf  the  11th,  notwithstanding 
which  the  symptoms  were  im- 
proved next  day.  The  tenderness 
of  the  epigastrium  was  diminish- 
ed ;  he  retained  food  and  medicine 
on  the  stomach  ;  the  tongue  was 
somewhat  cleaner  ;  the  pulse  was 
100,  and  firmer.  The  medicines 
were  repeated,  but  delirium  suc- 
ceeded in  the  night,  and  the  next 
morning  found  him  in  a  very  bad 
state.  He  was  constantly  dozing, 
though  sensible  when  roused  ^ 
vomited  almost  every  thing  he 
took  ;  pulse  125,  and  irregular  ; 
discharge  from  leg  less,  but  with- 
out any  apparent  collection  of 
matter. 
Quill,  sulph.  gr.  ij.    Acid,  sulph.  dil, 

M.  iv.     Coiif.    arom.    Bss.     Mist. 

camph,    3x.       M.    ft.    haust.    6ta 

quaque  hor.  sum, 
Catuplasnia  lini.     Beef-tea. 

In  the  evening  the  symptoms 
were  not  at   all   relieved,  whilst 
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the  tenderness  on  pressure  of  the 
abdomen  was  extreme.  He  was 
ordered  iEtlier  mixture,  and  forty 
drops  of  laudanum,  which  produc- 
ed a  quiet  night,  and  a  slight  ame- 
lioration of  the  symptoms  next 
morning.  The  beef-tea  and  qui- 
nine were  continued,  but  the  pa- 
tient, on  the  I5th,  was  worse  than 
before.  Delirium  and  vomiting 
had  again  set  in  ;  the  bowels  were 
confined  ;  the  pulse  120,  small 
and  weak.  Leeches  were  placed 
on  the  abdomen,  and  three  grains 
of  the  sub  muriate  of  mercury 
given  immediately. 

On  the  16th  rubefacients  were 
applied  to    the   epigastrium,  and 
afterwards    a    blister  ;    but    the 
sickness  and  pain   in   that   region 
persisted, the  pulse  became  weak- 
er and  weaker,  the  discharge  from 
the  wound   was   very   scant,   and 
death    closed    the    scene    on   the 
evening  of  the  17th. 
-    Sedio   cadaveris.—On    opening 
the  head,  there  was  noticed  some 
opacity  of  the  tunica  arachnoides, 
especially  at  the  basis  of  the  brain, 
accompanied  by  slight  depositions 
of  lymph.     The  plexus  choroides 
presented  a  singular  appearance, 
being  converted  into  a  tubercular 
niass*,  of  a  gland-like  appearance. 
The   chest    and   abdomen   pre- 
sented the  principal  marks  of  the 
disease.     The  pleura  on  the  right 
side   was   intensely  inflamed,  and 
serum  and  pus  were  collected  in 
its  cavity.       On  the  left  side  the 
membrane  w^as  also  intlamed,  and 
serum    and    lymph,    but   no   pus, 
were   discovered.       In    the    sub- 
stance  of  the   lungs,  more  espe- 
cially  the   left,   were  tubercular 
masses  of  mixed   lymph  and  pus, 
numerous  and  varying  in  size.     In 
the  liver  were   the  same  sort  of 
tubercles,  exceedingly  numerous, 
and  seated  for  the   most  part   im- 
mediately beneath  the   peritone- 


um investing  the  viscus.  The 
intestines  were  sound,  with  the 
exception  of  the  colon,  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  which,  near 
the  valve,  was  injected  and  in- 
flamed. 


Case  II. — Si7nple  Fracture  convert' 

ed  into  Compound — Purulent  de- 
'  pots  in  the  Liver  and  the  Lungs. 
James  Evans,  aet.  35,  was  admit- 
ted on  the    16th  of  July,  mider 
the  care  of  Mr.  Keate. 

Eight  days   before  his  admis- 
sion   he    was    thrown    to    the 
ground    hy    a    timber-carriage, 
the  wheel  of  which  passed  over 
his  right   leg,  hruising  the   skin 
in  a  trifling  degree,  and  breaking 
both   bones  a  little  below  their 
centre.    The  accident  happening 
at    Maidenhead,    he    was   taken 
immediately  to  a  public  house, 
where  the  careless  attendants,  in 
carrying  him  up  stairs,  convert- 
ed  the    simple    fracture    into   a 
compound  one.     He  came  up  to 
town  in  his  skiff,  and  on  his  en- 
trance   into    the    hospital    two 
wounds  were  observed — one  an 
inch  long,  situated   on  the  ante- 
rior aspect  of  the  leg,  and  in  di- 
rect   communication    with    the 
fracture  ;  the  other  more  poste- 
rior.   He  was  feverish,  and  com- 
phiincd  of  want   of  sleep  ;   the 
tongue  was  white  and  dry  ;  and 
the  pulse  about  100,  and  full. 
The  leg  was  put   in  a  junk, 

and  the   following   prescription 

ordered  : — 

Ilyd.  Siibmur.  gr.  v.     Pulv.  Ant.  gr. 

iv.  statim. 
Mag.  Sulph.  3iss.      Liq.  Ant.  Tart. 

M.  XX.     Mist.  Camph.  Aq.  Distill. 

aa    3  vi.  6tis  horis. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  the 
inflammatory  appearance  of  the 
leg  had  sul)sided,  the  discharge 
was  pretty  copious,  tongue  clean- 
er, pulse  softer,  bowels  open. 
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On  the  27tli  he  complained  of 
more  pain  in  the  leg,  tiie  pulse 
was  somewhat  fuller,  discharge 
not  so  free. 

On  the  28th,  about  3,  P.M.  he 
was  seized  with  a  very  severe 
rigor  indeed,  and  vomiting  dur- 
ing its  continuance.  There  was 
no  pain  of  chest,  no  dyspnoea,  no 
cough;  he  took  in  a  full  inspira- 
tion with  ease;  the  abdomen  was 
not  at  all  tender  on  pressure, 
but  some  tenderness  was  felt 
in  the  region  of  the  bladder  ; 
the  countenance  was  anxious;  the 
pulse  quick,  but  weak.  The  ri- 
gor continued  some  time,  and 
was  followed  by  heat  of  the  sur- 
face and  sweating. 

Hyd.  Siib,  gr.  v.  et  post  horas   duas 
fl.  01.  Riciiii  3ss.     Rep.  Mist. 

29th. — Has  had  three  distinct 
rigors  in  the  course  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  is  very  ill  at  present. 
The  pulse  is  quick  and  thrillino; 
the  tongue  glazed  and  brown  in 
the  centre,  but  red  at  the  edges 
and  tip;  the  countenance  expres- 
sive of  intense  anxiety,  and  l)ath- 
ed  in  a  cold  perspiration,  which 
hangs  in  large  drops  upon  the 
brow;  the  nausea  exceedingly  dis- 
tressing. On  asking  him  to  draw 
in  a  full  inspiration,  lie  does  so 
with  very  little  difficulty,  al- 
though the  expansion  of  the  chest 
is  imperfect.  There  is  some  lit- 
tle pain  on  pressure  of  the  abdo- 
men, particularly  of  the  right 
hypochondriiun;  but  none  in  the 
hypogastrium  whatever.  The 
Avound  looks  pretty  healthy,  but 
its  secretion  is  deficient  in  (|uan- 
tity. 

TheSOtli  found  the  patient  no 
better;  indeed,  on  the  whole,  ra- 
ther worse.  He  was  seized  with 
a  very  long  rigor  that  morning  ; 
the  pulse  was  more  feeble,  the 
tongue    ujore    furred,  and   now 


there  was  decidedly  pain  on  in- 
spiration, though  without  any 
cough  or  distressing  dyspnoea. 

Hyd.  c.  creta  gr.  iij.  Pulv.  Jacob, 
ver.  gr.  ij.  ter  die.  Haiist.  Salin. 
Etferves.  c.  Tinct.  Op.  M.  v.  Gtis 
hoiis.  Einp.  Canth.  flypochond, 
dext. 

On  the  31st  he  was  better,  but 
the  countenance  continued  anx- 
ious, the  tongue  was  deeply  fur- 
red, the  thirst  almost  insatiable^ 
the  pulse  very  rapid,  the  surface 
hot.  That  night  he  was  deliri- 
ous, and  never  afterwards  regain- 
ed his  perfect  sensibility.  The 
matter,  on  the  1st  of  August,  ap- 
peared to  be  collecting  at  the 
outer  part  of  the  leg,  and  the 
bowels  being  costive,  he  was  or- 
dered half  a  drop  of  the  oil  of 
croton  tiglium,  made  into  a  pill 
with  crumb  of  bread.  On  the 
2d  the  bowels  had  been  ojjened 
by  the  pill  ;  the  tongue  was  ra- 
ther cleaner;  the  pulse  had  more 
firmness.  The  discharge  from 
the  leg  had,  however,  diminish- 
ed, and  consisted  of  only  a  thin 
brown  fluid,  of  horrible  fcetor. 

Rep.  Pulv.  ter  die.  Hyd.  Sub.  gr.  ij. 
statim.  Mag.  Sulph.  3j.  Aq. 
Menth.  Vir.  2  'ss.  6tis  horis.  Emp. 
Cantli.  lateri. 

On  the  3d  he  appeared  some 
what  better,  but  the  bowels  were 
purged,  and  a  very  unfavorable 
symptom  had  appeared— a  symp- 
tom we  have  always  observed  to 
be  fatal — we  allude  to  a  peculiar 
and  bilious  tint  of  skin.  Besides 
the  former  medicines, his  strength 
was  now  supported  l^y  arrdw- 
root,  wine,  and  beef-tea.  On  tlie 
4th  he  was  worse,  and  apjjarent- 
ly  moribund.  The  pulse  was 
fluttering,  the  breathing  laboii 
ous,  the  secretion  much  vitiated, 
and  nearly  arrested,  the  counte- 
nance alnio^^t  hij)pO(r;itic.     'I'he 
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limb  was  removed  from  tlie 
junks  by  Mr.  Keate,  and  placed 
in  the  fracture-box  of  Assilini,  a 
change  wliich  produced,  after  a 
time,  some  relief.  Sulphate  of 
quinine,  with  dilute  sulphuric 
acid,  was  now  ordered,  but  the 
symptoms  progressively  got 
worse  and  worse,  and  at  three  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  6th  the  pa- 
tient expired. 

Sedio  Cadaveris. — On  opening 
the  thorax,  about  half  a  pint  of 
purulent  effusion  was  found  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  left  cavi- 
ty of  the  pleura.  Innumerable 
depositions  of  lymph  and  pus 
liad  been  formed  in  the  liver  and 
the  lungs,  but  otherwise  the  vis- 
cera were  healthy.  The  bones 
of  the  leg  had  been  fractured  ob- 
liquely, and  exhibited  no  traces 
whatever  of  re-union.  No  pus 
remained  about  the  ends  of  the 
bone. 


x'Vt  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Boylston  Medical  Comnuittee  of  Har- 
vard University,  held  on  the  22d  ult., 
a  prize  of  Fifty  Dollars  or  a  Gold 
Medal  of  that  value  was  awarded  to 
the  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on 
the  disease  called  an  irritable  state 
of  the  urinary  bladder,  its  cause  and 
treatment,  the  writer  of  which  was 
found  to  be  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  of 
Providence,  R,  I.  Dr.  P.  obtained 
the  premium  last  year. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  Nov.  6,  at  noon. 
Nov,  1.  Benjamin  Carter, 


William  M.  Weeds, 
Eliza  Ann  Eayrs, 
Dorothy  Jeffs, 


42  yrs. 

47 
58 


Rebecca  Stearns, 

4  w. 

2. 

Mary  Maley, 

52  yrs 

Ebenezer  Gotf, 

55 

.3. 

Aves  M.  Daylcs, 

33 

4. 

William  King, 

4  w. 

Rebecca  Hooton, 

€4  yra 

John  Widdifield, 

27 

5. 

Eliza  Duce, 

35 

Margaret  Kennedy, 

40 

Abigail  Carnes, 

72 

Frederick  Booth, 

16  mo 

6 

Catharine  Jackson  Lush, 

73yrs. 

Margaret  Hopkins, 

30 

Alexander  Crawford, 

40 

Matthew  Coogan, 

31 

Accidental,  1 — consumption,  5— debility,  1 
— drowned,  1 — infantile,  2 — insane,  1 — old 
age,  2 — unknown,  6.  Males,  8 — females,  11. 
Total,  19. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

AVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  3.3,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.  Lectures  on  Anatomy, 
Sur^ery^  and  Pathology,  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases, — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22,  1828. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  k  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
'■'■  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Stethoscope, 
being  a  Treatise  on  (he  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
by  VV.  N.  Ryland,  with  Notes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6w. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner,  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  mouths,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  oilier  newspajiers. 
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I. 

Some  J^otice  of  the  late  James  P. 
Chaplin.  J\I.D. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

In  this  Journal  we  lately  noticed 
the  death  of  Dr.  James  P.  Chap- 
lin, of  Cambridge.  The  circum- 
stances attendiii^g  the  illness  and 
death  of  so  distinguished  a  mem- 
ber of  (he  profession,  being  objects 
of  much  interest  to  the  medical 
public,  we  have  obtained  such  de- 
tails of  these  events  as  could  be 
procured.  We  shall  introduce 
them  by  stating  a  few  facts  re- 
lating to  his  life. 

Dr.  Chaplin  was  born  at  Gro- 
ton,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
twenty-five  miles  from  Boston, 
where  his  father,  a  venerable 
clergyman,  is  still  living.  Me 
studied  medicine  as  a  pupil  of  the 
late  Dr.  AVarren,  in  Boston,  took 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
in  Harvard  University,  and  settled 
as  a  practitioner  in  that  part  of 
Cambridge  called  Cambrid^eport. 
41 


After  obtaining  a  high  reputation 
and    extensive    business     in    this 
town,  he  added  to  his  other  labors 
the  formation  of  an  establishment 
for  the  reception   and  cure  of  in- 
sane   persons.       The    number   of 
])atients   received    was   for   some 
years  small.   But  his  success  with 
them  was  so  remarkable,  that  he 
was  induced  to  enlarge  his  build- 
ings and  to  place  his  asylum  on  a 
more  extended    plan,   so  as  to  af- 
ford all  necessary  accommodations 
for  the  comfort  and  cnie  of  those 
put  under  his  care.      His  reputa- 
tion increased  and  spread  so  wide- 
ly,   that  he   had   applications  for 
many  more  than  he  could  receive, 
from   every    part    of  the   Lfnited 
States;  and  his  success  kept  pace 
with  his  reputation.      Probably  no 
institution  of  the  kind  in  any  coun- 
try ever  presented  a  greater  num- 
ber of  cures.     His  method  was  a 
moral  one.     In  common  cases  he 
used   no   medicine   but  occasional 
purgatives.   Coercrion  and  confine- 
ment   were    but  little  ejnploycd, 
and  violence  made  no  part  of  the 
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system.  It  Wvis  by  his  peculiar 
calm,  commanding  manner,  and 
admirable  judgment  in  conversing 
ivith  his  patients,  that  he  succeed- 
ed in  softening  the  obstinate  and 
controling  the  violent.  To  moral 
modes  of  treatment  he  added  a 
careful  regimen  and  great  exer- 
cise. 

Dr.  Chaplin's  private  character 
was  highly  amiable  and  interest- 
ing. His  friends  knew  where  to 
lind  him.  For  many  years  a  mem- 
ber and  officer  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  his  opinion 
was  always  regarded  with  great 
respect  ;  and  he  was  therefore 
generally  called  on  to  assist  in  ar- 
ranging and  deciding  on  the  most 
important  concerns  of  the  Society. 
Of  late  years  he  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  subject  of  religion  ; 
and  became  remarkable  for  his 
devotion  to  pious  and  benevolent 
objects.  Cut  off  in  the  full  ca- 
reer of  his  exertions,  and  in  the 
vigor  of  his  experience,  bis  loss 
will  be  deeply  felt  and  with  diffi- 
culty supplied. 

During  the  twenty-three  years 
in  which  Dr.  Chaplin  practised 
medicine  in  Cambridge,  his  con- 
stitution suffered  severely  by  re- 
peated attacks  of  violent  disease. 
In  1807  he  had  a  severe  inflam- 
mation of  the  liver,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life  he  was  fre- 
quently subject  to  considerable 
derangement  of  the  functions  of 
this  orjran.  In  1810  he  was  re- 
duced extremely  low  by  the  spot- 
ted fever,  of  which  there  were 
several  cases  at  that  time  in  Cam- 
bridge, and,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two,  were  all  fatal.  A 
few  years  afterward  his  profes- 
sional duties  were  suspended  for 
a  time  by  a  pulmonary  affection, 
attended  with  haemoptysis.  In 
1824  the  tibia  of  his  right  leg  was 


fractured  by  the  kick  of  a  horse, 
which  occasioned  a  confinement 
of  several  weeks,  during  which 
his  health  was  much  improved, 
so  that,  for  the  two  succeeding 
years,  he  enjoyed  a  higher  degree 
of  health  than  he  had  for  the  same 
length  of  time  since  his  residence 
in  Cambridge.  During  the  last 
spring  and  summer  there  were  ^ 
symptoms  of  serious  disease  prey- 
ing upon  his  constitution.  Of  this 
he  seemed  perfectly  conscious, 
and  considered  the  digestive  or- 
gans as  the  seat  of  the  disease. 
His  complexion  became  sallow  ; 
there  was  great  diminution  of 
physical  energy;  frequent  attacks 
of  nervous  headach  ;  palpitation 
of  the  heart,  with  which  he  was 
occasionally  troubled  from  an  ear- 
ly age  ;  a  singular  affection  of  the 
right  eye,  without  any  apparent 
change  in  its  form  and  structure, 
near  objects  appearing, when  view- 
ed with  that  eye,  indistinct  and 
removed  to  a  great  distance, 
whilst  the  left  eye  was  unaffected 
and  its  vision  perfect. 

In  August  he  was  suddenly  at- 
tacked with  violent  pain  in  his 
head  ;  great  intolerance  of  light 
and  sound  ;  the  slightest  noise, 
even  speaking  in  a  low  voice, 
could  not  be  endured.  He  was 
soon  relieved  in  a  great  degree  by 
evacuants;  there  remained,  how- 
ever, a  strange  sensation  about 
the  brain,  which  he  recollected 
having  experienced  when  recover- 
ing from  spotted  fever.  With  this 
there  existed  some  affection  of 
the  mind, — a  depression  of  spirits, 
almost  amounting  to  despondency, 
alternating  with  an  excited  state 
of  the  imagination,  which  required 
the  whole  powers  of  his  reason  to 
control.  His  mind  was  filled  with 
pleasurable  sensations,  and  the 
sight  of  every  object  afforded  him 
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pleasure.  At  this  time  his  physi-  and  opium  at  night.  In  the  even- 
cian  recommended  a  journey,  dur-  ing  there  was  considerable  subsul- 
ing  which  his  health  was  sensibly  tus  tendinum  about  the  forearms 
improved,  and  he  appeared  to  be  and  hands  ;  also  an  increased  dis- 
recruiting  rapidly,  until  the  night  position  to  sleep  ;  pulse  108,  full, 
previous  to  his  arrival  home,  and  compressible  ;  skin  cool  and 
when,  after  having  continued  his  dry  ;  tongue  covered  with  brown 
journey  in  a  damp  evening,  he  be-  coat.  Gave  S.  M.  Hydrarg.  and 
came  suddenly  worse.  opium  ;  directed  cordials  to  be 
He  arrived  home  on  Friday,  given  frequently.  Oct.  7th.  Sub- 
Sept.  26th  ;  at  which  time  he  sultus  less  ;  more  wakeful  ;  gave 
complained  of  headach,  inaction  salts.  After  operation,  much  ir- 
of  stomach,  and  general  uneasiness  ritation  about  the  rectum:  gave 
which  prevented  sleep.  On  the  bland  opiate  enemas.  From  this 
morning  of  the  27th  he  rose  early  time  until  the  lllh  the  disposition 
and  rode  several  miles,  hoping  to  coma  continued  to  increase  ; 
that  air  and  exercise  might  re-  the  subsultus  was  almost  constant; 
move  his  uncomfortable  feelings,  pulse  from  lOS  to  112:  gave  S. 
He  returned  unrelieved  and  took  M.  Hydrarg.  and  opium  at  night, 
an  emetic,  which  operated  vio-  and  Sulphas  Magnesiae  in  the  morn- 
lently  as  an  emetic  and  cathartic,  ing;  occasionally  opiate  injections. 
On  the  29th  he  was  visited  for  On  the  11th,  much  subsultus  ; 
the  first  time  by  Dr.  Jackson,  he  could  with  difficulty  be  made 
At  that  time  his  symptoms  were,  to  notice  any  one  :  applied  large 
great  prostration  of  strength  ;  in-  blister  over  the  stomach  and  right 
satiable  desire  for  cold  drinks  ;  lobe  of  the  liver  ;  gave  opiate 
pulse  130,  soft,  and  easily  com-  enema.  In  the  evening  he  lost 
pressed  ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  tongue  the  power  of  swallowing,  and  con- 
mostly  coated  with  dry  coat  of  a  tinued  in  apparently  deep  sleep 
light  brown  color  ;  confusion  of  until  the  morning  of  the  12th, 
mind  and  watchfulness  ;  intole-  when  he  expired, 
ranee  of  light  ;  no  pain  excepting  Through  the  whole  of  his  sick- 
in  the  head.  Dr.  J.  directed  sa-  ness  he  declared  himself  entirely 
line  cathartics  and  warm  bath,  free  from  all  pain  excepting  about 
Bath  at  99  Fah.  increased  fre-  the  top  of  the  head,  which  was 
quency  of  pulse  and  occasioned  relieved  only  by  the  application 
no  relief  ;  the  operation  of  salts  of  cold  water.  He  complained 
diminished  the  frequency  of  the  most  of  the  great  prostration  of 
pulse  :  they  were  repeated  so  as  strength,  and  of  the  irritation  oc- 
to  produce  two  or  three  evacua-  casioned  by  the  passage  of  acrid 
tions  daily.  Oct.  1st,  applied  faeces  through  the  rectum, 
cold  water  to  the  head  without  During  his  illness  he  was  at- 
relief.  This,  with  the  occasional  tended  generally  by  Dr.  Jackson 
use  of  wine  and  porter  as  cordials,  and  Dr.  Hayden,  and  occasionally 
comprised  the  treatment  until  by  Dr.  VVarren. — The  examina- 
Oct.  6th.  On  Monday,  Oct.  6th,  tion  of  the  body  was  made  by  the 
the  skin  became  quite  yellow,  and  two  last  named  gentlemen;  and  to 
there  was  some  appearance  of  Dr.  H.  we  are  indebted  for  the 
improvement.  Omitted  cordials,  notes  of  its  symptoms  and  appear- 
and directed   Submur.    Hydrarg.  ances. 
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Examination  fourteen    hours   after  a  bright  yellow  color;  the  mucous 

death.  coat  of  the   stomach  was  almost 

Skin  deeply  tinned  with  yellow,  black,  and  nearly  gangrenous— of 

particularly   about  the   face   and  the  duodenum,  dark  olive— of  the 

temples.  coecum  and  colon,  highly  inflamed. 

Mdomen.     Omentum      loaded         Thorax.   Heart :  left  ventricle 

with  fat,  discolored   and  adherent  enlarged,  and   the  parietes  dimi- 

to  the   parietes  of  the    abdomen  nished  in  thickness;  the  right  emp- 

and  to  the  ccecum.   The  intestines  ty,  but  natural  in  appearance;  the 

had  not  their  natural  white  color,  aorta  between  its  curve  and  the 

yet  exhibited   no  signs  of  recent  l^eart  was  enlarged  to  nearly  dou- 

'inflammation.  l>le  its  natural  size. 

Liver.  Color  light  brown  ;  yel-        Lungs.  Right  lobe  adhered  by 

low  bile  oozing  through  the  serous  its  whole  surface  to  the  pleura  of 

coat  ;  dark  blood  flowed  freely  on  the  ribs  ;  not   crepitating,  gorged 

making  an   incision   into   its  sub-  vvith  blood,  and  considerably  dis- 

stance,    which    appeared    denser  organized  :    left    lobe    appeared 

than  usual,  and   resembled  the  li-  perfectly  healthy  and  had  no  ad- 

ver  of  animals  when  cooked;  gall-  hesions. 

bladder   was  distended  with  bile         IJead.    Substance  of  the  brain 

of  an  inky  hue,  which  was  with  very  firm;  slight  adhesions  to  dura 

ditBcully     forced     by     pressure  mater  ;   vessels  moderately  filled 

through  the  cystic   duct  and  due-  with  blood;  some  efi'usion  between 

tus  choledochus  into  the    duode-  the    tunica    arachnoides    and    pia 

num.     The  liver  m.ijht  be  said  to  mater ;    quantity  of  serum  in  the 

be  wholly  changed   from  its  natu-  ventricles   not   much    more    than 

ral  hue,  though  not  indurated.  usual;  attached  to  the  plexus  cho- 

Spleen.   Serous  coat  thickened,  roides  of  the  left  lateral  ventricle 

and  of  a  pale  blue  color;  substance  "as  a  string  oT  small  hydatids;  the 

black,  soft  and  disorganized;  organ  basilar   artery   vvas  ossified   to   a 

very  lar'j-e.  small    extent   in  one    part  of  its 

Kidneys.  The  right  enlarged,  course;  the  right  optic  nerve  was 
inflamed,  and  in  some  places  hard-  not  altered  in  consistence  or  ge- 
ened  ;  its  whole  texture  changed,  neral  appearance. 
The  left  was  wanting,  or  so  chang-  Every  one  must  be  surprised 
ed  in  structure  as  t"o  be  useless  ;  that  the  subject  of  so  much  organ- 
it  consisted  of  eight  or  ten  cells  ic  derangement  could  have  enjoy- 
filled  with  a  serous  fluid,  not  hav-  ed  a  tolerable  degree  of  health 
ing  the  odor  of  urine  ;  there  was  and  vigor;  and  that  one  of  the  most 
no^vestige  of  cortical  part  or  pel-  remarkable  phenomena  which 
vis;  the  cells  were  arranged  in  preceded  and  accompanied  his  ill- 
the  form  of  a  kidney,  but  did  not  ness,  the  aff'ection  of  the  brain  and 
communicate  together,  nor  vvith  the  imagination,  did  not  proceed 
the  bladder  ;  the  bladder  was  fill-  from  disease  in  the  cerebral  or- 
ed  with  urine  of  a  natural  color  gan,  but  was  wholly  sympathetic, 
and  odor.  Although  both  the  kidneys  were 

The   stomach   and   small  intes-  diseased,  and  the  left  entirely  dis- 

tines    contained    a    considerable  organized,  there  were  no  symp- 

quantily  of  dark  fluid  and  mucus  ;  toms  of  disease  in  these  organs 

the  colon  was  filled  with  faeces  of  during  life. 
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II.  however,  after  an  interval  of  fif- 

On  the   Use  of  Ergot  in   Uterine  teen  or  twenty  minutes,  we  found 

IJemorrhao-e.  the  uterus  relaxed,  the    counte- 

,  ^     ,    „  ^      „  J-    ,     J  nance  pale  and  shikin<^,  the  abdo- 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  i-,,i^    i-  «„„i„i     ^u^    .^„i,^ 

SuriiicalJournal,  men  a  little  distended,  the    pulse 

■n    T^     rr          ,,  small  and  frequent,  and  the  wo- 

By  Dr.  HiaAM  Holt.  i   •  •          c  c  •  t          „  j 

•^  man  complaining  oi   taintness  and 

Mr.    Editor — We    observed    in  loss  of  vision.     Friction  again  pro- 

your  Journal  of   August  11th,    a  duced  uterine  contraction,  which 

paper  on  the    '*  Use  of  Ergot  for  expelled  a  large  quantity  of  coa- 

the  prevention  of  Uterine  Hemor-  gulated  and  fluid  blood.     The  ex- 

rhage."    The  writer,  after  giving  hausted  state   of  the  patient  now 

a  statement  of  a   case,   asks  the  made   friction  almost   insupporta- 

following  questions  ; —  ble,  but  the  moment   it   was  dis- 

"1.   Is  it  probable  in  this  case  continued  relaxation  took  place, 

that   the   ergot  had  any  effect  in  and  with  it  hemorrhage, 

restraining    uterine    hemorrhage  We  now  gave  20  grains   of  er- 

after  delivery  ?  got  in  powder,  continued  the  fric- 

"  2.   Were  the  pains  which  oc-  tion   as  the  patient  could  bear  it, 

curred  after  delivery  occasioned  and  applied  warmth  to  the  extre- 

by    the   continued    action   of  the  mities,   which  were  getting  cold, 

ergot  .'*"  She   soon   began   to   complain   of 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  answer  pain  in  the  loins  ;  the  uterus  could 

the  queries  of  your  correspondent,  be  felt  through  the  parietes  of  the 

but  simply  contribute  a  few  more  abdomen    firmly    contracted,     in 

facts  on  the  subject.  which    condition   it    remained. — 

Mrs.  was   taken   in  lahor  She  convalesced  slowly,   and  en- 

with  her   first   child  in  October,  joyed  tolerable   health  until  Aug. 

1821.      She  was  24  years  of  age,  1828,  when  she  was  taken  in  labor 

well  formed,  strong,  and  healthy,  vvilh  a  second  child.     Her  system 

The  presentation  was  natural,  and  had  not  recovered  its  former  tone, 

after  twelve  hours'  severe  labor,  and  being  fearful  of  consequences 

she  was  delivered  of  a  large  child,  we  infused  5j.  of  ergot  in  3  'j-  of 

She    appeared    much    exhausted  boiling  water,    and   set   it  by   for 

after  the  birth   of  the  child,  and  use.       The   labor   was  similar  to 

was   not  disturbed   until   a  slight  the  first  in  severity,  but  terminat- 

hemorrhage  required  the  removal  ed  in  about  eight  hours.      Inime- 

of  the   placenta,  which  was  very  diately    after  the   child   was  ex- 

easily  effected  by  assisting  a  little  pelled,  she   took  3  j.   of  the   infu- 

at  the  cord.  sion.   Severe  after-pains  followed; 

The    uterus    did   not    contract  the  placenta  was  expelled  without 

firmly,  and  hemorrhage  followed,  hemorrhage,  yet   the  pains  conti- 

yet  not  sufficient  to  create  imme-  nued,  and  made  anodynes  necessa- 

diate  alarm.       Opium,    with  sac-  ry  for  thirty-six  hours, 
charum  saturni,  was  administered, 

and  friction  and   cold  affusion  ap-        Case  2. — Mrs. was  taken 

plied  to  the  abdomen.     The  ute-  in  labor  Oct.  1825  \vith  her  fourth 

rus   contracted,   the   hemorrhage  child.      S!ie  was  30  years  of  age, 

ceased,  and  the  patient  appeared  delicate  constitution,  sallow  coun- 

comfortable.  On  examining  again,  tenance,  and  had  been  quite  fee- 
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ble  during  the  latter  months  of 
pregnancy.  Her  labor  was  natu- 
ral, and  speedily  terminated.  We 
took  the  placenta,  without  diffi- 
culty, in  about  half  an  hour  after 
the  birth  of  the  child.  The  ute- 
rus seemed  disposed  to  relax,  and 
required  brisk  friction,  sac.  sat., 
opium,  cold  affusions,  &c.  to  pro- 
duce contraction,  yet  at  several 
times  within  the  first  two  hours 
relaxation  took  place,  and  a  gush 
of  blood  followed  immediately. 
The  hemorrhage,  although  not 
more  than  a  healthy  woman  might 
bear  with  impunity,  was  far  too 
much  for  a  constitution  like  hers, 
and  not  only  retarded  her  recove- 
ry, but  kept  her  pale  and  feeble 
for  months  afterwards. 

She  was  taken  in  labor  again  in 
June,  1828.  Her  pains  were 
more  severe,  and  of  longer  dura- 
tion, than  those  of  her  last  labor. 
Complexion  and  general  appear- 
ance much  as  in  1825.  Soon  af- 
ter the  child  was  expelled,  she 
took  3j-  of  infusion  of  ergot,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  pains  came  on  so 
frequent  and  severe,  that  she 
begged  for  the  removal  of  the 
placenta.  To  pacify  the  patient, 
we  took  hold  of  the  cord  and  made 
some  apparent  attempts  at  extrac- 
tion, but  the  uterine  action  de- 
tached and  forced  it  into  the  va- 
gina before  we  had  assisted  in  the 
least.  Expecting  after-pains,  we 
left  an  anodyne  to  be  taken  in  a 
few  hours,  and  a  cathartic  on  the 
following  morning.  On  calling 
the  third  day,  we  took  occasion  to 
incjuire  of  her  concerning  former 
labors  which  had  taken  place  at  a 
distance,  and  received  the  follow- 
ing reply  : — "  I  have  always  flow'- 
ed  too  much  at  every  labor  except 
the  pre'fcnt.  I  have  more  strength 
now  than  I  ever  had  at  the  same 
period  of  eonfinement,  but  I  ne- 


ver  had  such  after-pains   in    my 
life.'' 
Pomfret,  Con.  Oct.  30,  1828. 

We  subjoin  to  the  above  interest- 
ing cases  of  our  correspondent  the 
following  from  a  late  foreign  journal, 
which  has  some  connexion  with  the 
same  subject. — Ed. 

Case  of  the  Use  of  Ergot  in  Uteiine 
Hemorrhacre. 

By  Peter  Rogers,  Esq. 
M.  A.  Sodey,  aetat.  28,  of  a 
spare  habit,  pale  countenance, 
and  delicate  constitution,  request- 
ed I  would  attend  her  on  her  third 
confinement,  as  she  was  extreme- 
ly weak,  and  had  suffered  severe- 
ly from  the  incapacity  of  a  mid- 
wife in  her  last  labor.  Here,  the 
placenta  had  been  retained  seven 
hours,  with  profuse  haemorrhage  ; 
she  recovered  slowly,  and  f>om 
that  lime  was  subject  to  partial 
hasmorrhage  till  the  death  of  her 
child  from  cholera,  when  twelve 
months  old  ;  after  this  the  dis- 
charge increased,  and  my  assist- 
ance was  desired  ;  by  the  usual 
remedies,  she  soon  amended,  and 
again  became  pregnant.  I  was 
called  to  her  in  labor,  a  distance 
of  three  miles,  about  eleven  at 
night  ;  found  her  up,  complaining 
of  great  debility  and  nausea,  but 
the  pains  had  totally  ceased,  and 
she  thought  labor  would  not  conje 
on.  After  waiting  two  hours,  I 
desired  she  would  go  to  bed  and 
take  some  warm  gruel  ;  and  soon 
after  the  nurse  came  down  stairs, 
and  told  me,  that  in  straining  to 
vomit,  the  membranes  were  rup- 
tured, but  without  pain.  I  went 
up  about  an  hour  after,  and  was 
astonished  to  find  her  so  changed; 
she  had  become  so  weak,  that  she 
could  scarcely  articulate ;  her 
countenance  had  assumed  a  cada- 
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verous  aspect,  and  her  pulse  was 
barely  perceptible.  On  examina- 
tion, 1  found  a  most  prodigious  hae- 
morrhage had  taken  place  (which 
had  been  mistaken  for  the  wa- 
ters,) and  still  continued  ;  the  os 
uteri  was  a  little  dilated,  but  she 
had  no  pains.  I  could  just  disco- 
ver, that  the  presentation  was  na- 
tural, and  directly  gave  her  some 
brandy  and  water,  which  was  in- 
stantly rejected.  I  tlien  infused 
thirty  grains  of  the  secale  cornu- 
tura  in  hot  water,  and  gave  her  ; 
this  remained  on  her  stomach,  but 
she  had  become  nearly  motionless; 
in  twenty  minutes  a  little  pain 
came  on  and  increased  slowly  ; 
soon  after  the  haemorrhage  abat- 
ed, and  was  totally  suspended. 
In  five-and-forty  minutes,  she  con- 
tinued almost  without  pulsation, 
except  when  roused  by  the  pains, 
till  near  six  o'clock,  A.M.,  when 
a  living  child  was  expelled,  and 
was  soon  foUow-ed  by  the  placen- 
ta; a  little  brandy  was  now  given, 
and  repeated  at  intervals,  which 
restored  her  slowly,  and  she  is 
now  quite  recovered.  The  ergot 
was  given  at  half  past  two,  A.M., 
upwards  of  three  hours  before  the 
expulsion  of  the  child;  but  appear- 
ed to  act  regularly  from  the  first, 
and  the  haemorrhage  was  restrain- 
ed as  soon  as  the  effect  of  the  re- 
medy became  apparent. 

Case  of  the  Use  of  Ergot  in  Uterine 
Haemorrhage. 
By  John  Pocock  Holmes,  Esq. 
I  was  called,  on  the  18th  of  June 
last,  to  Mrs.  H.  of  St.  Martin's 
Street,  Leicester  Square,  and 
found  her  laboring  under  profuse 
flooding.  The  history  she  gave  of 
her  case  was,  that  on  Sunday, 
May  4th,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
house  adjoining  ;  that  she  w  as  ex- 
tremely fiightcned,  and  was  seiz- 


ed w  ith  a  violent  pain  in  the  left 
side,  and  this  pain  was  very  soon 
succeeded,  but  not  relieved,  by  a 
violent  flooding.  On  the  6th  of 
June,  she  was  seen  by  Dr.  Dar- 
ling, who  prescribed  for  her,  de- 
sired her  to  keep  quiet  in  the  re- 
cumbent posture,  and  to  take  cool 
drinks;  and  he  gave  her  assurances 
that  by  adopting  this  plan  she 
might,  probably,  go  on  to  the  na- 
tural term  of  utero-gestation.  She 
was  now  about  five  months  and  a 
half  advanced  in  pregnancy.  She 
fhiished  her  statement  by  inform- 
ing me  that  the  haemorrhage  had 
continued  more  or  less,  daily,  to 
the  present  time,  and  that  it  was 
then  excessive. 

The  woman  was  oedematous,  so 
weak,  pale  in  the  face,  and  great- 
ly exsanguineous,  that  I  entertain- 
ed a  very  unfavorable  opinion  of 
the  case  ;  and  my  fear  v»as  much 
increased  when  I  reflected  that 
the  most  judicious  treatment  that 
could  be  adopted  had  already  been 
put  in  force  ;  and,  as  she  assured 
me,  with  the  greatest  strictness 
and  attention  on  her  part.  I  men- 
tioned the  probability,  that  some- 
thing must  shortly  be  done  ;  but 
as  she  had  mentioned  Dr.  Dar- 
ling's name,  I  was  desirous  of  con- 
sulting him.  In  the  interim  I  pre- 
scribed. The  medicines  I  em- 
ployed had,  however,  no  effect  ; 
and  on  the  21st  I  had  the  pleasuie 
of  consultation  with  Dr.  Darli^.g, 
when  I  stated  my  opinion  that  no- 
thing could  be  done  but  to  bring 
on  premature  labor.  The  Doctor 
assented  ;  and  I  then  suggested 
the  use  of  the  ergot  of  rye  ;  and 
if  that  failed,  the  necessity  of 
puncturing  the  membranes.  This 
was  agreed  to,  and  on  the  same 
day  (Saturday),  I  proceeded  to 
bring  on  labor.  For  this  purpose 
I  admiuistered,  about  half  past  1 1 
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o'clock,  P.  M.,  a   wiiieglassful  of  and,  2clly,  That  cases  exist  when 

infusion  of  ergot  of  rye  (made  by  this  potent  leaiedy  may  be  useless 

infusing    3iij.    of  ergot   in  half  a  and  its  action  injurious,  unless  the 

pint  of  boiling  water);  I  soon  afier  unyielding   membranes  be  perfo- 

examined  the  vagina  ;  but  I  could  rated. 

not,  by  any    means,  introduce  niy  

finger   in  iitero,  on  account  of  its  m 

recession.       Some    tin)e    elapsed  r\     .1     n/r  ^     r  m     t 

^,,1       ,,1.1      I  ri-  ^n  the  Management  of  Floodinss 

and  1  repeated  the  dose  of  inedi-         .      ,,        ,   ?        ,/     ,,  r.  ^ 

_•  ,„     ..111  1  ,  •   •  m    the    Later    Months. — trom 

cine,    wliicli    brought    on    gripnig         ,     ,  ,  ,.         i       x     /-<     ? 

„„•  Kt    •  ^         1        <•  .  •  Lectures     delivered     at     uuu's 

pains.     At    intervals    01    ten   mi-         fi       f  1 

nutes,  two  more  doses  were  given.  ^  ' 
The  pains  came  on  in  an  intense  ^y  Dr.  James  Blundell. 
degree  ;  I  introduced  my  Hnger  Those  large  eruptions  of  blood, 
into  the  uterus  and  endeavored  to  Gentlemen, which  are  lakingplace 
rupture  the  membranes;  these,  f,.om  the  uterus  during  the.  latter 
however,  were  so  tough  that  I  did  months  of  pregnancy,  I  am  accus- 
notsucceed.  The.painscontinued,  tomed  to  divide  into  i/irce  kinds  ; 
and  in  the  end  became  so  violent  those,  I  mean,  in  which  the  flood- 
that  I  began  to  fear  injury  to  the  ings  are  connected  with  the  situa- 
uterus  might  occur.  I  therefore  tion  or  implantation  of  the  placen- 
procured  my  perforating  stilet*  la,  over  the  mouth  of  the  womb  ; 
and  punctured  the  membranes,  those  floodings,  again,  in  which 
The  pains  now  took  etfect  on  the  you  have  large  quantities  of  blood 
foetal  mass  ;  and  being  kept  up  by  coming  away  from  the  uterus, 
fresh  doses  of  ergot,  the  child  was  without  the  placenta  being  so  situ- 
expelled,  breech  foremost,  about  ated  ;  and,  lastly,  those  large  dis- 
half  past  five  o'clock.  The  pia-  charges  from  the  uterine  cavities 
centa  followed  shortly,  and  the  uhich  follow  the  birth  of  the  fcB- 
uterus  became  perfectly  contract-  tus,  and  either  precede,  or  come 
ed.  It  was  singular  that  this  wo-  after,  the  abstraction  of  the  pla- 
man  lost  not  a  drop  of  blood  after  centa.  Now,  of  these  three  spe- 
delivery,  a  circumstance  which  I  cies  of  floodings,  we  shall  treat  in 
attribute  to  the  administration  of  order. 

the  ergot  of  rye.  Nature  has  wisely  so  ordained 
The  conclusions  I  would  deduce  it,  that,  in  general,  the  placenta 
from  this  case  are,  1st,  That  when  does  not  coJiere  to  the  month  and 
the  production  of  premature  deli-  neck  of  the  womb,  but  is  attached 
very  is  decided  upon,  it  is  proper  either  to  (he  body  of  the  uterus, 
to  give  ergot  of  rye,  because  by  or  its  fundus.  It  does,  however, 
its  agency  we  secure  a  proper  occasionally  hn|)pen,  and  danger- 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  sufli-  ously  both  to  the  mother  and  the 
cient  to  expel  the  fostus,  and  also  foetus,  that  the  placenta  is  im- 
to  contract  the  organ  itself  to  its  planted  over  the  os  uteri,  so  as 
natural  dimensions  after  delivery;  either  to  lie  over  it  completely, 

'■ ■ or  else  to  give  it  a  partial  cover- 

*  For  this  stilei,  which  I  invented  last  ing,  one  half  of  the  OS  uteri  being 

year  I, -eceived  the  Society  of  A  r(s' gold  closed   in   by   the  membranes,  as 

medrtl  lor  182S.      1  he  instrument  has  re-  ,,         ,,         ,     ic  ■     ,  r   ,\  • 

ceivcd    the    warm    approbation    of  my  the  other  half  IS  by  means  of  this 

friends,  Dr.  Blundell,  Mr.  Shipmaa,  iic.  fleshy  mass,  the  placenta.    When 
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the  placenta  is,  in  this  way,  par-  numerous  and  large,  which  pass 
tially  implanted  over  tiie  os  oleri,  from  the  uterus  to  the  placenta  ; 
or  eo\eiin2;it  co(n|)lelely,  we  find  the  blood,  of  consequer.ce,  rush- 
Ihe  patient  becomes  liable  to  large  ing  froai  the  uterus  largely,  and 
and  dangerous  eruptions  of  blood  without  visible  cause,  the  dis- 
from  the  womb  ;  tliese  eruptions  charge  depending  on  nothing  cx- 
taking  place,  earlier  or  later,  trinsic,  but  upon  those  internal 
during  the  latter  periods  of  gesta-  changes  which  must  necessarily 
lion,  but  generally,  I  think,  about  take  place.  Again  :  when  the 
the  seventh  or  eighth  month,  and  efforts  of  parturition  come  on,  the 
without  any  obvious  cause.  The  entire  ovum  is  pushed  down  to- 
patient,  perhaps,  is  lying  asleep  wards  the  vagina,  as  in  ordinary 
in  bed,  or,  it  may  be,  she  is  qui-  labors — the  placenta,  which  lies 
etly  occupied  with  her  needle,  over  the  os  uteri,  of  course  de- 
when  suddenly  the  blood  bursts  scending  foremost.  With  every 
from  the  uterus,  asphyxia  speedi-  effort  of  parturition,  therefore, 
ly  following,  and  sometimes,  the  placenta  comes  forward  more 
though  rarely,  death  itself.  Soon-  and  tiiore,  and  becoming,  of  Con- 
or or  later,  with  njore  or  less  se-  sequence,  more  and  more  detach- 
verity,  the  pains  make  their  be-  ed  from  the  uterine  surface  ;  ad- 
ginning  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  ditional  vessels  are  successively 
when  the  pains  of  jjarturition  ulti-  laid  open,  each  disclosure  being 
mately  supervene,  every  effort  of  accompanied  by  a  further  dis- 
the  uterus  is  sometimes  accompa-  charge  of  blood.  Thus,  in  these 
nied  by  a  gush  of  blood  in  varying  tloodings,  we  have  not  only,  at 
quantity.  Of  these  haemorrhages,  first,  a  spontaneous  eruption  of 
the  reason  usually  assigned  is  the  the  blood,  but  sometimes  also  a 
foliouing  :  during  the  first  and  return  of  the  gushes  u  ith  the 
middle  months,  it  seems  the  ovum  pains,  both  ofthei^i  syjuptoms  very 
is  confined  merely  to  the  body  of  characteristic  of  the  disease, 
the  wou)!),  the  neck  forming  no  Such,  then,  is  a  brief  summary 
pait  of  the  general  receptacle  in  of  the  more  impoitant  symptc^pis 
which  it  lodges.  The  placenta,  which  characterize  this  disease  : 
therefore,  placed  duriug  these  the  placenta  covering  the  mouth 
months  ovei-  the  neck  of  the  ute-  of  the  \\omb,  paitially  or  com- 
rus,  lies  undisturbed  ;  but  during  plelely,  large  haemorrhages,  dan- 
the  two  or  three  months,  in  the  gerous  both  to  the  mother  and 
end  of  pregnancy,  the  cervix  ute-  child,  are  apt  to  occur;  these 
ri  gradually  dilates  itself,  so  as  to  floodings  often  arise  spontaneously, 
form  a  part  of  the  chamber  le-  and  without  obvious  cause,  in  the 
na:.ted  by  the  foetus  ;  and  the  con-  latter  mouths  ;  and  when  the  pains 
sequence  is,  that  the  neck  of  the  supervene,  the  ovum  begins  to 
womb  dilating  to  receive  the  descend,  and,  at  this  time,  Hie 
ovum,  while  the  placenta  is  not  gushes  of  blood,  instead  of  being 
equally  expanded,  a  movement  of  diminished,  are  apt  to  leturn  with 
one  surface  over  the  other,  slow,  every  effort.  After  all,  however, 
indeed,  but  certain,  is  produced,  these  symptoms  merely  create  a 
Now,  in  consequence  of  this  move-  suspicion  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
ment  of  surface  u|)on  surface,  case.  The  only  certain  mode  of 
there  is  a  tearing  of  those  vessels,  ascertaining  that  the  placenta  co- 
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vers  the  disc  of  the  os  uteri,  is  by  forbidding,  if  you  are  called  to  a 
examination  very  carefully  insti-  case  in  which  the  placenta  is  ly- 
tuted  ;  and  wherever  this  situa-  ing  over  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
tion  of  the  placenta  is  suspected,  provided  the  woman  be  in  a  state 
examination  should  be  had  re-  nearly  approaching  to  asphyxia, 
course  to,  as  soon  as  it  may  be  and  provided,  too,  as  generally 
made.  Performing  this  operation  happens,  the  bleeding  is  arrested, 
carefully,  we  find  a  fleshy  mass  let  her  lie  quiet,  forbearing  to 
lying  over  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  disturb  the  genitals  by  manual 
covering  it  completely  or  partial-  operation,  for  i  repeat,  if  you 
ly  ;  and  if  we  are  in  the  habit  of  hastily  introduce  your  hand  into 
feeling  the  placenta,  (and  I  would  the  uterus  at  this  time,  you  per- 
recommend  you  all,  in  commenc-  haps  produce  a  renewal  of  the 
ing  practice,  to  acquire  a  know-  discharge,  which  would  most  pro- 
ledge  of  its  tangible  properties,  bably  destroy  the  patient, 
by  handling  every  placenta  which  If  again  you  are  called  to  a  case 
may  come  in  your  way,)  we  may  in  which,  the  placenta  lying  over 
readily  enough  determine  on  ex-  the  os  uteri,  there  is  not,  howe- 
amination,  whether  that  fleshy  ver,  this  great  reduction  of 
mass  be,  or  be  not,  the  placenta,  strength,  so  that  the  woman  does 
If,  however,  being  inexperienced,  not  lie,  as  it  were,  half  dead,  re- 
you  suspect  that  this  reputed  pla-  member  the  general  rule  is,  that 
centa  may,  in  reality,  be  nothing  you  should  introduce  your  hand 
more  than  a  clot  of  blood,  taking  into  tlie  uterus  as  soon  as  you 
a  small  portion  of  it  between  your  safely  may,  and  that  you  should 
fingers,  you  had  better  pluck  it  abstract  the  child  by  the  opera- 
away  ;  making  an  examination  of  tion  of  turning.  On  this  point 
it  afterwards  by  putting  it  into  there  can,  I  presume,  be  no  dif- 
pure  water,  when  the  placentar  ference  of  opinion  among  compe- 
characteristics  may  be  easily  dis-  tent  judges,  at  least  in  the  present 
criminated  fiom  those  of  a  clot  of  state  of  knowledge  ;  so  that  the 
blqpd.  In  the  outset  of  your  mind  is  not  here,  as  sometimes, 
practice,  take  every  opportunity  distracted  or  disturbed  among  a 
of  contrasting  the  one  with  the  variety  of  practices,  all  of  which 
other  ;  readiness  of  discrimination  may  have  nearly  equal  claims  to 
maybe  of  use  to  you  here.  To  its  adoption.  Thu^j,  then,  lies  the 
conclude,  then  :  when,  in  the  se-  general  rule  :  provided  you  find 
venth  or  eighth  months,  you  find  a  the  placenta  lying  over  the  disk 
large  discharge  of  blood  occurring  of  the  os  uteri,  so  as  to  cover  it 
spontaneously, — and  when,  after  partially  or  completely,  the  hand 
these  large  discharges,  gushes  are  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  uterus, 
found  to  recur  with  every  pain,  and  the  child  is  to  be  extracted 
you  may  venture  to  surmise,  from  by  turning,  without  the  delay  of  a 
these  symptoms,  that  the  placenta  moment,  as  soon  as  the  operation 
is  lying  over  the  os  uteri  ;  that  muij  be  performed  with  safety. 
such  is  certainly  its  situation,  can  Now  the  hand  may  be  safely 
be  made  out  by  examination  only,  introduced,  or,  at  least,  it  may  be 
and  tlie  sooner  it  is  instituted  the  introduced  with  that  degree  of 
better.  safety  which  justifies  the  opera- 
But  to   proceed:    asphyxia  not  tion,  provided  the  softer  parts  are 
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thoroughly  relaxed,  which,  in  till  she  is  delivered  ;  be  watchful 
these  cases,  they  almost  always  too — be  vigilant  ;  the  waves  are 
are,  in  consequence  of  the  bleed-  high  and  the  winds  are  abroad — 
ing  ;  provided,  further,  the  os  while  you  are  sleeping,  the  bark 
uteri  is  beginning  to  open  itself  a  is  sinking.  Save,  or  your  patients 
little  ;  becoming,  for  instance,  perish.  By  turning,  it  is,  that  the 
broad  as  a  half  crown,  (for  the  foetus  is  to  be  al)stracted  in  these 
urgency  of  the  danger  would  justi-  cases;  and  this  may  be  accora- 
fy  our  not  awaiting  a  wider  dila-  plished  in  dilfeient  ways.  The 
tation,)  and  provided,  lastly,  the  placenta  completely  covering  the 
woman  be  not  in  such  a  state  of  mouth  of  the  uterus,  in  the  first 
aspfujxia,  that  if  you  disturb  the  place  you  may  carry  your  hand 
parts,  so  as  to  cause  the  discharge  through  this  aperture,  at  the  same 
of  an  additional  cupful  of  blood,  time  making  an  opening  through 
dissolution  may  be  expected  to  ensue,  the  placenta,  so  as  to  penetrate 
Under  such  conditions,  therefore,  both  simultaneously,  enlarging  the 
the  sooner  you  operate  the  bet-  opening  sufficiently  to  admit  the 
ter.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the 
the  OS  uteri  be  closed,  if  the  soft-  uterine  cavity,  where  you  may 
er  parts  be  rigid,  and  if  the  pa-  lay  hold  of  the  child's  feet,  and 
tient  lie  in  a  state  approaching  to  bring  it  away  by  the  operation  of 
asphyxia,  wait.  Wait,  in  the  turning.  Or,  again,  and  this  is 
first  place,  where  the  patient  is  the  second  method  of  operating, 
in  a  state  approaching  to  asphyxia,  passing  the  os  uteri,  you  may  ad- 
proceeding  to  the  operation  when  vance  the  hand  between  the  pla- 
ihe  patient  rallies.  Again,  where  centa  and  the  uterus,  until,  with 
there  is  a  rigidity  of  the  softer  as  little  disturbance  of  the  parts 
parts, — of  the  os  uteri,  I  mean,  or  as  may  be,  you  reach  the  edge  of 
vagina, — wait,  proceeding  to  the  the  placenta,  wliiere  the  cyst, 
delivery  as  soon  as  the  laxity  of  containing  the  liquor  amnii  (a  cyst 
the  parts  will  allow.  In  thirty,  of  water)  may  be  felt.  This  point 
twenty,  nay,  sometimes  in  ten  accomplished,  you  enter  the  cavi- 
minutes,  or  less,  a  relaxation  will  ty  of  the  ovum  by  lacerating  the 
sometimes  suddenly  occur  ;  re-  membranes,  advancing  afterwards 
main,  therefore,  with  the  patient,  to  the  feet  of  the  child,  and,  as 
and  let  your  examinations,  though  before,  abstracting  it  by  turning, 
gentle  and  prudent,  be  frequent.  Now,  like  all  other  things,  these 
unless  asphyxia  forbid.  That  you  two  obstetric  practices  have  both 
ought  always  to  wait,  because  the  their  advantages  and  their  evils  ; 
disc  of  the  os  uteri  is  smaller  than  for,  as  it  was  wisely  observed  by 
a  half-crown  piece,  I  am  not  sure,  the  ancients,  everything  has  two 
When  experienced,  dexterous,  handles,  though  we  commonly  see 
and  cautious,  you  may  sometimes  but  one.  If  you  enter  the  uterus 
dilate  and  deliver  notwithstanding;  by  rupturing  the  membranes,  I 
but  keep  the  fear  of  laceration  think,  on  the  whole,  there  may 
always  before  your  eyes,  and  be  a  fairer  chance  of  preserving 
while  young  in  practice,  beware,  the  foetus  ;  I  say  there  may  be, 
In  the  general,  I  may  remark,  for  of  this  I  am  not  certain.  But, 
that  you  should  remain  at  the  bed  probably,  under  this  mode  of  pro- 
side  ;  never  quitting  the  patient  cedure,  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
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tachmeiit  of  the  placenta,  a  larger  very  dangerous  flooding  cases,  of 
dischaige  of  blood  during  the  ope-  all  others  the  most  important  and 
ration  will  occur  ;  uhile,  on  the  the  most  dangerous,  are  requiring, 
other  hand,  if  you  dexterously  When  the  placenta  is  implanted 
enter  through  the  os  uteri,  at  the  over  the  os  uteri,  so  as  to  cover 
same  time  perforating  the  sub-  the  disc  of  it  partially  or  corn- 
stance  of  the  placenta,  you  may,  pletely,  the  first  office  of  the  ac- 
perhaps,  detach  the  placenta  less  coucheur  is  to  ascertain  the  i)re- 
extensively  from  the  surface  of  cise  situation  of  the  placenta — 
the  uterus,  and  secure  the  chance  certainly  known  from  caret^ul  exa- 
of  a  snialler  discharge  of  blood,  mination  only — to  be  suspected, 
though  the  laceration  of  the  ca-  however,  when,  in  the  seventh  or 
j)illaries  of  the  umbilical  vessels,  eighth  month,  you  find  large  bleed- 
occasioned  by  the  disruption  of  ings  without  obvious  cause,  while 
the  placenta,  may  possibly  endan-  gushes  of  blood  accompany  every 
ger  the  child.  More  experience,  effort  of  the  uterus.  This  point 
however,  is  wanting  in  these  mat-  ascertained,  the  practice  to  be 
ters  ;  at  present  we  must,  in  adopted  is  the  following  : — If  the 
speaking  of  them,  interject  those  woman  seem  to  be  at  ihe  point  of 
dubitatives,  which  form  an  essen-  death,  and  the  haemorrhage  be 
tial  component  of  most  medical  stopped,  you  must  not  disturb  the 
opinions.  For  myself,  I  make  my  genital  parts  at  that  time,  even 
election  between  the  two  modes  by  making  examination,  but,  with- 
of  performing  the  operation,  uj)on  out  neglecting  other  important 
the  following  princii)le  : — If,  ar-  practices,  you  must  wait  till  she 
riving  early,  I  find  the  patient  is  dies  or  rallies,  operating  if  she 
not  much  reduced  by  bleeding,  I  recover  herself,  provided  the 
do  not  scruple  to  enter  through  bleeding  return  and  require  it. 
the  membranes,  having,  I  pre-  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  patient 
sume,  a  fairer  chance  of  saving  is  not  in  this  sinking  condition, 
the  child  in  this  manner,  and,  un-  without  the  needless  delay  of  a 
der  the  conditions  given,  not  being  minute,  you  are  to  deliver  as  soon 
alraid  of  the  loss  of  an  additional  as  you  safely  may,  and  you  may 
cupful  of  blood  ;  but,  as  frequent-  with  that  degree  of  safely  which 
ly  hapi)ens  in  placentarcases,  if  the  in  such  emergency  justifies  an  op- 
woman  is'so  reduced,  that  tiie  loss  eration,  provided  there  is  not  a 
of  a  few  additional  ounces  of  blood  state  of  asphyxia  immediately  ap- 
may  sink  her,  then  I  prefer  enter-  proaching,  and  provided  the  softer 
ing  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  by  parts  are  tolerably  relaxed,  and 
penetrating  the  placenta,  because  the  os  uteri  is  a  little  open.  If 
the  bleeding  may  be  less,  and  the  there  be  a  rigidity  of  the  softer 
security  of  the  woman  may  be  Jjarts,  as  sometimes  hap|)ens,  espe- 
grenier  ;  and,  in  British  midwife-  cially  when  you  are  summoned  to 
ry,  the  safety  of  the^  mother,  in  the  case  early,  by  no  means  leave 
every  point,  is  made' paramount  the  patient,  even  though  you  may 
to  eviiiy  other  consideration  what-  ""t  be  able  to  introduce  the  hand, 
ever.  but  make  your  examination  every 
Here  then  is,  in  brief,  a  state-  five  or  ten  minutes,  and  introduce 
ment  of  those  peculiar  practices,  your  hand  as  soon  as  the  parts  may 
which   these   very   important  and  admit.  In  performing  the  operation, 
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if  anxious  to  save  every  drop  of 
blood,  perforate  the  placenta,  af- 
terwards, as  you  enter  the  ovum, 
dilating  together  the  os  uteri  and 
the  aperture  in  this  viscus  ;but  if 
the  woman  be  strong,  you  may 
then,  in  general,  enter  by  passing 
between  the  woinb  and  ovutn  to 
the  edge  of  the  placenta,  ruptur- 
ing the  membranes  and  turnins:  the 
foetus  as  before  explained  When 
the  woman  cannot  be  delivered 
there  may  be  an  advantage  in  dis- 
charging (he  liquor.  This  might 
sometimes  be  done  by  puncturing 
the  placenta,  care  being  taken  not 
to  detach  it  in  so  doing.  When 
the  membranes  are  felt  over  the 
OS  uteri,  the  placenta  giving  it 
but  a  partial  covering,  the  waters, 
under  such  circumstances,  may 
be  easily  discharged.  These 
practices  deserve  consideration. 
From  a  very  sensible  friend,  Mr. 
Greenwood,  of  Horslydown,  I  first 
learned  them. 

(To  be  continued.) 

BOSTaN,  TUESDAY,  NOV.  25,  1828. 

BOSTON     MEDICAL     DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  October,  1828. 

There  was  a  brisk  niin  on  the  1st 
and  2d  days  nf  tho  nionlh.  It  was 
followed  by  clear  and  very  pleasant 
vreatlier,  which  continued  till  the 
13th,  when  there  was  a  vitdenl  gale 
of  wind  from  S.  S.  E.  Four  days  of 
very  cold  weather,  in  which  the  tem- 
perature at  night  was  be'ow  32  deg. 
Fahr.,  siicceedpd.  During  the  rest 
of  the  month,  from  the  20th  to  the 
30th,  it  was  clear,  warm  and  very 
pleasant. 


I 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole    number  of    cases,   64.      Of 

Abortus  -         -         -  1 

Anelus  quotidianus-         -  1 


Arthrosia  acuta        -         -  4 

Blenorrhoea  luodes  -         -  1 

Catarrhus  connnunis         -  1 

Ceplialitodes  ebriosus       -  1 

Cholera  biliosa        -         -  1 

Colica    -         ...  4 

Conlusio         .         -  -  1 

Diarrhcea        -         -         -  5 

Dysenteria  acuta     -         -  9 

Enteritis  -         -         -  1 

Erysipelas  locale     -         -  1 

H.!enio|)tysis  atonica         -  ] 

Hysterid  -  -  -  1 

Ophihalmia  glutinosa        -  3 

do.  purulenta      -  2 

do.  taraxis  -  1 

Otitis      -         ...  1 

Paramenia  suppressio       -  2 

PartiM-itio         -  -  -  3 

Phlegmune  communis      -  1 

do.         mamnise         -  2 

Phthisis  ...  1 

Pneumonitis  notha  -         -  1 

do.  vera   -         -  2 

Ponigo  favosa  -         -  1 

Scabies  -  -  -  -  1 

Synochus         -         -         -  2 

Tvplius  _  _  -  4 

Ulcus      -         ...  2 

Varicella  ...  1 

Vulnus  laceratum    -         -  1 
J.  W.  McKean. 

EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  67:  of 
these,  4  were  puerperal  ;  6/ — 4=63 
cases  requiring  medical  or  surgical 
treatment.     Of 


Arthrosia  acuta 

Bex  convuUiva 

Catarrhus 

Causis    - 

Cholera 

Conlusio 

Diarrhoea 

Dysenteria 

Epaiietus  mitis 

Fractiira 

Gaslriiis 


1 
5 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
12 
2 
l' 
1 


Helininthia  alvi  lunibric.  1 

H('|)atitis  chronica  -         -  1 

Hydrops  cellularis  -  -  1 

Icterus   -  -  -  -  1 

Lepriasis  vulgaris    -         -  I 
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Luxntif)  demidata    -  -  1 

Mniasmus  atrnphia-  -  1 

Ophtlialmia     ...  1 

Paruria  stillalitia      -  -  1 

Phlpsmone  communis  -  2 

Pleuritis  -  -  -  I 

Pneumonitis    -         -  -  4 

Pmctica  exaiiia        -  -  1 

Prurigo  -         -         -  -  1 

Scabies  -         -         -  -  3 

Strenima         -         -  -  1 

Synochus         -         -  -  9 

Syphilis  -         -  -  1 

Vulnus  -         -         -  -  2 

Tlie  patients  under  puberty  were 
0.4  ;  adult  females  furnished  .37  of 
the  cases  of  acute  disease.  .27  of 
the  medical  cases  were  of  bronchial 
and  pulmonary  disease ;  .37  were 
disorders  of  the  dieestive  organs. 

Eight  of  the  cases  of  dysentery 
were  in  adults  ;  foBr  were  in  children 
above  two  years  of  age.  The  feb- 
rile affections  generally  have  been 
more  mild  than  they  were  in  the 
preceding  month. 

J.  G.  Stevenson. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of  cases,   13. 

Abscess  _         -  - 

Acute  rheumatism  - 

Cholera  _  _  - 

Dysentery      -         -  - 

Fever    -  -  -  - 

Hepatitis         -         _  - 

Paralysis         _  _  - 

Pleuritis  e  pneumonia 
Pneumonia  mitis 
Puerperal 

Syphilis  _         -  - 


Of 


E.  G.  Davis. 


WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole   number    of  cases,    57.      Of 

Aphthae  -  -         -  1 

Arthrosia         -  -         -  2 

Anetus  quotid.  -         -  1 

Asthma  -         -  -         -  1 

Bex  convuls.   -  -         -  3 

Caries  scapulae  -         -  1 

Causis    -         -  -         -  I 


Cephaleca  naus.  -  -  1 

Colica    -         -  -  -  3 

Contusio          -  -  -  2 

Diarrhoea        .  -  -  4 

Dysenteria      -  .  -  3 

Enecia   -         -  -  -  13 

E.  paristhmitis  -  -  1 

E.  pleuritis      -  -  -  1 

E.  pneumonitis  -  -  2 

E.  porrigo       .  -  -  4 

Hysteiia          -  -  -  1 

Haemoptysis  -  -  -  1 

Parabysma  hepat.  -  -  1 

Paramen.  obsir.  -  -  I 

do.       superfl.  -  -  1 

Parturitio        -  -  -  2 

Polypus  nasi  -  -  -  i 

Scrofula           -  -  -  1 

Tinea  ciliaris  -  -  1 

Ulcus      ....  1 

Vaccinia          -  -  -  2 

J.  H.  Lane. 


SOUTHERN    DISTRICT. 

Whole  number  of  cases,   129.  Of 

Anetus  tertianus      -         -  1 

Arthrosia  acuta       -         -  1 

do.       chronica  -  6 

do.        podagra  larvata  1 

Asthma  humidum  senile  •  2 

do.       siccum  organicum  1 

do.  do.     simplex  2 

Bex  humida    .         .         -  2 

do.  sicca        ...  5 

Bronchlcmmitis       -         -  2 

Causis    -         ...  1 

Cephalea  hemicrania        -  3 

Cephalitodes  ebriosus       -  3 

Cholera  infantum     -         -  8 

Chololithus  means  -         -  1 

Colica  flatulenta      -         -  I 

Coprostasis  coacta  -         -  2 

Diarrhoea  biliosa      -         -  1 

do.         chronica  -  1 

do.         mucosa   .         -  3 

Dysenteria      -         .         .  2 

Ecpyesis  ecthyma  -         -  1 

do.        porrigo     .         -  6 

Emphiysis  erysipelas  localis  1 

do.  vaccinia  inserta  3 

do,        varicella  coniformis  2 

Enanthesis  rosalia  simplex  1 

do;         urticaria         -  2 
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Enecia  cauma  biliosum    -         1 

do.         do.     pleiiriticiim        3 

do.         do.    pneiimoniticum  1 

do.         do.    synoclnis  -  2 

do,     typhus  mitior       -         1 

Epanetus  mitis         -         -  1 

E.'-ytlieina  erysipelatosum  1 

Exormia  lichen  ferus        -  1 

do.  do.     simplex  -         2 

Hfemorrhagia  passiva  proctica  1 

Helminthia      -         -         -  2 

Hepatitis  chronica  -         -         1 

Hydrops  spinae       -         -  1 

Icterus  hepaticus     -         -  1 

Lepidosis  pAriasis  gyrata  1 

Lyniosis  dyspepsia  -         -  1 

do.  do.       metastatica  1 

do.     emesis  nausea    -         2 

do.  do.     voniitus  1 

Marasmus  atrophia  debilium     I 

do.  tabes  mesenlerica   1 

Ophthalmia  glutiuosa        -         2 

do.         taraxis  mitis  •         4 

Otitis      .         -         -         -         1 

Paracyesis  abortus  -         -         1 

do.        uterina  spasmodica  ] 

Paramenia  obstructionis  -         1 

Parturitio         _         -         -         4 

Phlegmone  communis      -         1 

Phthisis  ...         3 

Phyma  furunculus  -         -         2 

Proctica  exania  simplex  -         2 

do.       marisca  cruenta  2 

Stremma         -         -         -         1 

Struma  vulgaris       -         -  3 

Syspasia  epilepsia  cerebralis     2 

Thlasma  contusio    -         -         2 

Ulcus  mam.  sinuo.  fistulosum    1 

do.     vitiosum         -         -         3 

Vuliius  simp.  -  -         1 

Females,  over  fifteen  years,   59  ; 

under  fifteen  years,  22.     Males,  over 

fifteen  years,  29  ;  under  fifteen  years, 

19.  Charles  T.  Hildreth. 


BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

The  following  are  the  prize  ques- 
tions for  the  next  two  years,  viz. 

1.  The  History  of  the  Autumnal 
Diseases  of  New-England.  N.B. 
The  writers  on  this  subject,  are  not 
expected  to  discuss  the  causes,  or 
modes  of  trealmeut  of  such  diseases, 


as   these   are   intended  to  constitute 
the  subjects  of  future  dissertations. 

2.  What  insects  in  the  United 
States,  and  particularly  in  the  north- 
ern part,  are  capable  of  inflicting  poi- 
sonous wounds,  the  phenomena  of 
such  wounds,  and  the  best  means  of 
remedying  their  ill  consequences  ? 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects 
must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to 
Thomas  Welsh,  M.D.  of  Boston,  on 
or  before  the  first  Wednesday  in 
April,  1829. 

3.  Whether  fever  is  produced  by 
the  decomposition  of  animal  or' ve- 
getable substances,  and,  if  by  both, 
their  comparative  influence. 

4.  On  the  connexion  between  cu- 
taneous diseases,  which  are  not  con- 
tagious, and  the  internal  organs.  Dis- 
sertations on  the  two  last  subjects  must 
betransmitted,as  above,on  or  before 
the  first  Wednesday  in  April,  1830. 

The  author  of  the  dissertation 
which  is  considered  the  best,  on  each 
of  these  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to 
the  premium.  Each  dissertation 
must  have  some  device  or  sentence 
written  upon  it,  and  must  be  ac- 
companied  with  a  sealed  packet, 
on  which  shall  be  written  the  same 
device  or  sentence,  and  within  must 
be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and 
place  of  residence. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are 
deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Committee,  from  whom  their  Authors 
can  obtain  them,  if  called  for  within 
one  year  after  they  are  received. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  in 
the  year  1826,  it  was  made  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  to  publish  the  fol- 
lowing votes,  annually,  viz. 

1.  "  That  this  Board  do  not  con- 
sider themselves  as  approving  any 
doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premium 
may  be  adjudged."  f 

2.  "  That  in  case  of  the  publica- 
tion of  a  successful  dissertation,  the 
author  be  considered  bound  to  print 
the  above  vote  in  connexion  there- 
with."       John  Dixwell,  Sccry. 

Boston,  Nov.  9,  1828. 


ir^x^ 


656 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  Nov.  14,  al  noon. 
Nov.  7.  Elizabeth  Conlan,  50  yrs. 

8.  John  Wilson, 

William  Cooper,  65 

Maria  E.  Clapp,  3 

Mary  Hart,  41 

Lucy  Ann  Whitmore,  5  mo. 

9.  Louisa  A.  Ellis,  4  w. 
Mary  A.  Dalton,                     19  yrs. 

10.  James  Perry,  24 

Jonathnn  Merry,  67 

IClizaiieih  Learned,  25 

11.  Frederirk  A.  Marden,  6 
Timothy  West,  26 
Stephen  Kennedy,  27 
William  Davis,  jr,  6 
Joseph  ().  Bell,                       32 

12.  John  Kemp,  14 
John  French,  S6 
Fanny  Cohurn,  33 
Josepli  Kidlcr,                           50 

14.  Sarah  Flizaheth  Davis,  5  mo. 

Louisa  Creole,  S6  yrs. 

Sarah  Dunlop,  60 

Asthma,  1  —  bilious  fever,  1 — consumption, 
3 — croup,  ] — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head, 
1 — drowned,  1 — hooping  couirli,  1 — hectic  fe- 
ver, 1 — intemperance,  2 — infantile,  1 — liver 
complaint,  1  —  lumbar  ahscess.  1 — mortification 
in  the  bowels,  1 — old  a^e,  1 — suicide,  1 — un- 
known, 3.  Males,  12— females,  11.  Still- 
born, ].     Total,  24. 

ADVERTISEMEiNTS. 

SURGICAL  'NTSTRUajENTS. 

DAVID  \:  JOHN  HlvNSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Whprf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  ol'  .-^ur^ical  Instru- 
ments, (reiitlemen  vvis^hiii";  lo  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantagfe  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

PRIZE  DlSSF:RTAT10i>r 

On  (he  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meelins;  of  (he  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18-7, 
the  following^  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"  ilA^.9o/rprf,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing'  and  curinsf 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  an<l  Ihnl  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  nor.i.ARS 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  (he  subj(;ct;  which  after  being  approv- 


ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  he  read  at 
the  next  annual  tneeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cinnstances  in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  slimulatino:  drinks  'n 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  (he  premium  on  (he  same  condi(ions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertation!-  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton.  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  (he  Chairman  of  the  (,/'onimit(ee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15ih  day  of  April,  iy29. 

JOHN  C.  W  AlillEN,       ) 

ZVUDIKI.  B.  ADAMS,    >  Committee. 

JOHN    WAilK,  '    ) 

A  disserfadon  marked  '■'•  Fans  ft  Origo 
Mali,'"  is  left  a(  Mr.  Cotton's  Bookstore, 
for  the  au(hor  if  he  should  desire  it. 

ABERXETFiY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins Sz  Co.  Lectures  on  ^^nalomi/. 
Sunken/,  artd  Pulholozf/.  inclndiii»  oheer- 
valions  on  tivt  ..:<  ..  and  treatment  of 
Local  Dixensi's, — deliveied  at  St.  Rartho- 
lomevv''s  Hospital,  by  John  Abernkthy 
F.  R.  S.  ■  6w. 

Bnslon,  Stpf.  22.  18:8. 

BKNJAMIN  PEHKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
"•  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Sitlhoscope, 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Coi.i.iN, 
by  W.  N.  Ryi.and,  with  Notes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6w. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLF.S  WHITF,  No.  260  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  V\'infer  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  OERMAN  and 
POR  I  UGUKSE  LEECHES. 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  poilpnid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  it.rec  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.    The  postage  for  this  is  tho  sanue  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

On  the  JManagement  of  Floodings 
in  the  Later  JMojiths. — From 
Lectures  delivered  at  Guy''s 
Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Continued  from  p.  653.) 

The  grand  errors  which  you  are 
likely  to  commit  in  cases  of  this 
kind,  are  the  following  : — You 
may  begin  your  operations  too 
early,  when  the  softer  parts  are 
rigid,  and,  by  forcing  up  the  hand, 
you  may,  I  conceive,  bruise  and 
tear  and  destroy  the  |)atient, 
though,  on  the  whole,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  of  this  there  is  not 
much  danger,  as  in  placentar  cases 
the  parts  are  generally  relaxed. 
Again,  in  these  cases  you  may 
lose  ttie  patient  by  delaying  the 
delivery  too  long,  for  you  may 
wait  till  the  woman  is  so  much 
reduced,  that  she  dies  either  be- 
fore the  operation  can  be  perform- 
ed, or  as  soon  as  the  foetus  is  tak- 
en away.  By  the  expectation  of 
pains,  you  may  also  be  misguided 
42 


— misled  by  that  silly  rule,  which 
you  will  recollect  I  formerly  de- 
nounced. The  placenta  lying 
over  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  you 
may  have  pains,  it  is  true,  but  the 
floodings  may  be  so  copious  that 
the  womb  becomes,  in  a  great 
manner,  paralysed,  and  while  you 
are  waiting  for  the  pains,  the  pa- 
tient may  die.  Violence  you  may 
commit  in  performing  the  opera- 
tion— atrocious  violence — in  ob- 
stetrics, the  sin  which  cannot  be 
forgiven.  If  you  are  too  urgent 
in  forcing  the  hand  into  the  vagi- 
na— if  you  are  too  rough  in  dilat- 
ing the  OS  uteri, — and  this  is  al- 
most the  only  case  in  which  it  is 
allowable  to  dilate  the  os  uteri, — 
look  at  these  preparations,  and 
mark  the  eflfects.  The  dangers 
of  asphyxia  I  have  already  pointed 
out.  Sitting  down  at  the  bedside, 
without  the  pause  of  reflection, 
you  may  proceed  headlong  to  per- 
form the  operation,  when  the  pa- 
tient is  so  reduced  already,  that 
the  loss  of  two  or  three  ounces 
more  of  blood  will  sink  her  ;   and 
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what  is  the  result  of  this  ?    why,  through  the  aperture.     These  are 

before  you  have  got  your  hand  into  the  secundiues  of  a  woman  whom 

the    uterine    cavity,    jactitation,  I    delivered,    the    placenta    lying 

heaving,  gasping,   and   intolerable  over  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  ;   a 

oppression,  may  seize  on  the  pa-  hole  was  made  through   the  pla- 

tient,  and,  perhaps,  beforeyou  can  centa,  and   gradually,   by  dilating 

deliver  the  woman,  she  perishes,  simultaneously  the    os   uteri   and 

I  shall  now  send  you  round  some  the  placenta,  room  was  obtained 

demonstrative  preparations.    The  for  the  introduction  of  the  hand. 
prei)aration  here  j)resented  to  you 

illustrates  two  things  :  you   see,  ^/  ^«'^^'''  Flooding,  in   trJmh   the 

first,  the  natural  situation  of  the  Pl^»-';>>ta  if  not  situated  over  the 

placenta,    which    coheres  to  the  mouth  of  1 1, e  Womb. 

body  of  the  uterus  ;  secondly,  you  It  frequently  happens,  in  the  lat- 

see  the  neck  of  the  womb,  form-  ter  months  of  pregnancy,  that  you 

ing  a  sort  of  appendix  to  the  body,  have  large  eruptions  of  blood  from 

as  yet  not  dilated  so  as  to  consti-  the  uterus,    though   the   placenta 

tute  a  part  of  the  general  recep-  be  not  implanted  over  the  mouth 

tacle  for  the  ovuui.      This  fcetus  of  the  uterus  ;  and  this  absence  of 

is  about  five    months  old.      The  the  placenta  from   the    mouth  of 

dilatation  of  the  cervix  uteri  will  the   uterus  is  to  be  ascertained, 

occasion  spontaneous  bleeding.  in  the  more  dubious  cases,  solely 

In  the  next  preparation,  you  by  very  careful  examination, 
may  observe  the  lower  part  of  That  the  flooding  is  not  occasioned 
the  uterus,  consisting  of  the  neck  by  the  situation  of  the  placenta 
and  mouth  ;  over  the  os  uteri  the  over  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  may 
placenta  is  placed.  That  woman  be  reasonably  suspected  when  the 
was  not  delivered,  because  she  bleeding  is  not  spontaneous,  but 
had  no  pains  ;  the  practitioner  was  clearly  referrible  to  some  excit- 
an  admirer  of  the  sUly  rule  ;  the  ing  cause,  a  fright  or  a  fall,  for 
consequence  was  her  death,  and  example,  though  these  eruptioris 
this  preparation.  Mr.  Randall,  a  may  sometimes  occur  without  be- 
very  intelligent  practitioner,  n)ade  ing  preceded  by  any  obvious  acci- 
me  a  present  of  the  parts.  In  the  dent  to  which  they  may  be  attri- 
practice  which  we  have  repro-  buted.  That  the  flooding  is  inde- 
bated,  he  had  no  share.  pendent    of  the  situation   of  the 

Here  is  a  preparation  in  which  placenta  over  the   os  uteri  may, 

the  OS  uteri  is  beginning  to  open  :  too,  be   shown   in  some   cases  by 

the  neck  of  the  uterus  forming  a  the  freedom  of  the  patient  from 

part  of  the  general  receptacle  for  those  large  gushes  of  blood  during 

the  f(jetus.      Now  it  is  when  the  the  pains,  so  frequently  occurring 

cervix  uteri  makes  its  transit  from  when  the  placenta   is   implanted 

tlie  undllated  to  the  dilated  condl-  over    the    mouth    of  the    womb, 

tion,     ill    the    seventh    or    eighth  These  diagnostics,  however,  are 

mouth,  thai  the  detacbment  of  the  presumptive  merely  ;  understand, 

placenta  and  the  bleeding  is  pro-  clearly,    that    the    only    certain 

duced.     In  the  preparation  I  now  mode  of  deciding  whether  the  pla- 

show  you,  you  see  the  ovum  with  centa    is   or  is  not  lying  over   the 

ils  placenta  peiibrated,  and  sus-  mouth  of  the  os  uteri,  is  by  care- 

pended    upon    a     bladder    pass<id  ful  examination. 
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Under  various  forms  it  is,  that 
these  tloodings  nianitest  them- 
selves, when  the  placenta  is  not 
deposited  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
xvoinb.  In  the  seventh  or  eighth 
month,  for  example,  the  patient 
may  die  suddenly,  with  symptoms 
very  similar  to  those  of  ruptured 
aneurism  ;  and  on  laying  open  the 
body  after  death,  two  or  three 
pints  of  blood  may  be  discovered 
within  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
and  this,  too,  although  there  have 
been  no  external  bleeding.  On 
this  variety  of  (looding,  however, 
I  forbear  to  dwell  ;  it  is  of  rare 
occurrence,  and,  in  the  present 
condition  of  knowledge,  scarcely 
admits  a  remedy. 

In  the  latter  months,  when  the 
placenta  is  not  lying  over  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  tloodings  of  a 
different  kind,  more  frequent 
though  not  common,  are  found  to 
occur.  Perhaps  the  woman  is  in 
strong  labor,  and  the  liquor  arnnii 
has  been  discharged,  and  the  head 
of  the  child  is  descended  into  the 
cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  a  sudden 
eruption  of  blood  takes  place  in 
the  middle  of  the  labor.  Incases 
of  this  kind,  if  the  discharge  is 
NOT  very  abundant,  and  the  head 
of  the  foetus  is  not  advancing  with 
unusual  tardiness,  the  less  you  in- 
terfere the  better.  Puzos,  a 
practitioner  of  Paris,  used  (as  I 
am  informed)  to  recommend  the 
urging  forward  of  the  pains  by 
making  pressure  on  the  os  uteri, 
perinasum,  and  back  of  the  vagi- 
na, which,  as  he  imagined,  had 
the  elTect  of  stimulating  the  ute- 
rus and  of  multiplying  the  etfoits. 
Of  this  practice  I  have  had  but 
small  experience  ;  contusions 
would  be  the  result  of  a  rough 
administration  of  it.  If  it  really 
possess  the  power  imjtuted,  and 
effectually   accelerate   the   birth 


of  the  foetus,  it  would,  with  due 
gentleness  and  caution,  be  well 
worth  a  trial  in  the  more  copious 
floodings  of  this  kind  :  but,  after 
all,  I  incline  to  think  that  other 
practices  may  be  more  advan- 
tageously adopted,  with  a  view  of 
stimulating  the  efforts  of  the  ute- 
rus ;  and  of  these  it  is  my  design 
to  treat  at  large  hereafter,  when 
on  the  subject  of  lingering  labor. 
The  ergot  appears  to  be  especial- 
ly indicated.  If,  again,  irt  the 
middle  of  the  labor  the  bleeding 
takes  place,  and  that  too  in  quan- 
tity which  is  dangerous  ;  should 
the  head  be  above  the  brim,  you 
must  introduce  the  hand,  and  bring 
the  fcetus  away  by  the  operation 
of  turning;  but  should  the  head 
be  below  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
you  may  introduce  a  lever,  or  a 
pair  of  forceps,  abstracting  the 
foetus  in  that  manner.  So  that 
the  practice  here  is  very  simple  ; 
so  long  as  the  discharge  is  not 
dangerous,  it  is  unnecessary  to  in- 
terfere actively  with  your  manual 
practice,  but  if  the  discharge  is 
so  abundant  that  life  seems  to  be 
thereby  endangered,  unless,  as 
before  explained,  asphyxia  forbid, 
manual  o|)erations  become  neces- 
sary ;  if  the  head  of  the  child  be 
below  the  brim,  the  lever  or  for- 
ceps may  be  used  ;  if  it  be  above 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  the  hand 
must  be  introduced  into  the  uterus, 
and  the  child  must  be  abstracted 
by  the  operation  of  turning,  al- 
ready considered  at  larije  ;  the 
evacuation  of  the  uterus  in  these 
cases  being  the  only  effectual 
mode  of  putting  a  stop  to  the'dis- 
charge. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  next  va- 
riety :  If  engaged  in  a  large  con- 
sultation practice,  as  it  is  called, 
sometimes,  and,  indeed,  not  un- 
commonly,   you    will    meet   with 
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flooding  cases  where  the  jjlacenta 
is  not  placed  over  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  and  where  the  labor, 
perhaps,  is  not  as  yet  begun,  the 
patient  being  attacked  with  co- 
pious bleeding,  at  a  time  when 
the  membranes  are  unbroken,  and 
when  the  os  uteri  is  wholly  or  in 
great  measure  closed.  Now  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  if  the  discharge 
be  unattended  with  danger,  you 
need  not  actively  or  manually  in- 
terfere. Let  the  patient  lie  a-bed 
— let  her  be  kept  cool  and  quiet ; 
if  there  be  a  slight  fainting,  let  it 
be  encouraged  :  refrigerants  may 
be  of  use  ;  and  turpentine  and  lead 
may  be  given  ;  and  cold  may  be 
applied  topically  ;  in  a  word,  to 
check  the  bleeding,  you  may  have 
recourse  to  all  the  various  prac- 
tices already  recommended,  and 
as  yet,  I  trust,  not  wholly  forgot- 
ten. If,  however,  as  not  unfre- 
quently  happens  in  those  bleed- 
ings, you  are  alarmed  for  the 
safety  of  the  patient,  you  may 
then  be  justified  in  having  recourse 
to  manual  practices  ;  and  if,  then, 
the  placenta  is  not  upon  the  mouth 
of  the  uterus,  and  if  the  liquor 
have  not  as  yet  been  discharged, 
then  it  seems  to  be  agreed  that 
the  preference  is  to  be  given  to 
that  beautiful  operation,  which 
consists  merely  in  the  rupturing  of 
the  membranes,  and  the  discharge 
of  the  liquor  amnii.  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  hajmorrhage  continuing, 
pass  a  finger  or  two  to  the  mem- 
branes, then  take  a  female  sound, 
(if  bluntly  pointed,  all  the  bet- 
ter,) and,  carrying  this  through 
the  membranes,  tear  them  a  lit- 
tle, so  as  to  discharge  the  water. 
Rigby,  who  first  recommended  the 
practice  in  this  country,  and  who 
has  all  the  merit  of  originality, 
tells  us,  I  think,  that  in  as  many 
as  sixty  cases,  he  found  this  o\)e- 


ration  suflicient  to  arrest  the  dis- 
charge, or,  at  all  events,  to  dimi- 
nish it  so  much,  as  to  secure  the 
patient  from  danger.  Merriman, 
in  his  very  excellent  Synopsis  on 
Midwifery,  states,  that  in  nearly 
thirty  cases  of  uterine  bleeding  in 
the  after  months,  he  found  this 
operation  alone  sufficient  effectu- 
ally to  check  the  discharge.  Now 
the  danger  of  the  cases  consider- 
ed, this  success  is  splendid.  Nor 
have  I  in  my  own  practice  found 
reason  to  doubt  the  efficacy  of  the 
remedy.  Your  practice,  there- 
fore, lies  here  within  a  very  nar- 
row compass,  easily  administered, 
efficaciously  operative.  The  pla- 
centa not  lying  over  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  and  the  os  uteri  being 
shut,  provided  the  discharge  be 
not  very  large  and  dangerous,  you 
do  not  interfere  with  the  mem- 
branes, but  wait,  at  least  for  a 
time,  to  see  whether  the  bleeding 
will  not  cease  of  itself  ;  but  if  the 
discharge  continues,  so  that  you 
are  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  your 
patient,  even  then  you  ought  not, 
without  reflection,  to  thrust  your 
hand  into  the  uterus  ;  for,  in  gene- 
ral, it  is  sufficient  merely  to  rup- 
ture the  membranes  ;  an  opera- 
tion, than  which  none  in  midwife- 
ry is  more  easy,  and  in  this  way 
discharging  the  fluid  of  the  ovum, 
you  more  or  less  completely  ar- 
rest the  discharge.  The  opeia- 
tion  is  beautii'ul — simple  as  it  is 
effectual. 

The  placenta  not  lying  over  the 
OS  uteri,  it  now  and  then  happens, 
that  notwithstanding  the  discharge 
of  the  liquor  amnii,  the  flooding 
still  continues.  Now,  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  provided  the  patient's 
life  appear  to  be  in  danger,  the 
only  remaining  resource  is,  to 
bring  away  the  child  by  the  ope- 
ration of  turning  ;  for   of  the  re- 
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maining  means  for  arresting  the  lies  in  the  management  of  these 
bleeding,  the  most  poiverful  is  the  flooding  cases  of  the  latter  months, 
thorough  evacuation  of  the  uterus,  where,  owing  to  the  danger  aris- 
If  the  softer  parts  are  rigid,  if  the  ing  from  the  large  discharges  of 
OS  uteri  is  shut  and  unyielding,  if  blood,  practices  prompt  and  effi- 
the  patient  is  in  a  state  approach-  cacious  are  peremptorily  requir- 
ing to  asphyxia,  so  that  it  is  ne-  ed.  Denraan,  a  cautious  and  ex- 
cessary  to  wait  till  she  rally,  you  perienced  practitioner,  remarks, 
must  refrain  from  interfering  ;  re-  I  think,  soniewhere,  that  if  we 
main  in  the  house — abide  in  the  are  to  err  in  those  cases,  we 
bed-chamber  ;  be  patient — be  vi-  ought  rather  to  err  on  the  side  of 
gilant  ;  and  when  your  patient  has  promptitude  than  procrastination; 
rallied  somewhat,  make  an  exa-  adding,  if  I  remember  right,  that 
mination,  to  know  whether  the  it  is  rather  a  sign  of  wisdom  than 
hand  can  yet  be  introduced  with  of  officiousness,  to  show  a  readi- 
safety  ;  and  if  from  the  laxity  of  ness  in  these  cases  to  discharge 
the  softer  parts,  and  the  dilata-  the  liquor,  or  to  deliver  by  the 
tion  of  the  uterine  mouth,  it  seem  hand.  Again:  if  you  have  not 
evident  that  turning  may  be  safely  seen  much  of  flooding  cases,  you 
executed,  let  the  hand  without  are  liable  to  be  alarmed  at  the 
delay  be  carried  into  the  cavity  quantity  of  blood  that  is  discharg- 
of  the  uterus,  for  the  sooner  the  ed,  being  induced,  of  conse- 
fcstus  is  abstracted  the  better.  quence,  to  carry  your  hand  into 
The  following  are  the  principal  the  uterus,  when,  perhaps,  it 
errors  which  you  are  apt  to  com-  would  have  been  a  better  prac- 
mit  in  the  management  of  those  tice  to  have  confided  the  suppres- 
floodings  in  which  the  placenta  is  sion  of  the  bleeding  to  the  rupture 
not  lying  over  the  mouth  of  the  of  the  membranes,  an  operation 
uterus,  and  they  will  deserve  a  at  once  safer  and  more  easy. — 
little  consideration.  The  neg-  Further,  the  delivery  of  patients 
Jecting  to  ascertain  whether  the  in  a  hurry  is  a  great  error  ;  it  is 
placenta  is,  or  not,  lying  over  the  more  than  an  error,  it  is  a  crime, 
mouth  of  the  womb,  is  a  capital  Into  this  crime,  in  unguarded  hour, 
fault,  for  your  whole  practice  you  may  be  seduced,  if  you  have 
must  turn  upon  that  knowledge  ;  delayecl  too  long  the  delivery, 
if  the  placenta  is  lying  over  the  when  really  required  ;  anxious  to 
mouth  of  the  womb,  one  kind  of  save  your  reputation  and  your 
practice  becomes  necessary  ;  if  it  patient,  you  accelerate,  you 
is  not  so  situated,  another.  The  bruise,  you  tear,  you  destroy.  I 
trusting  too  much  to  medicinal  now  repeat  what  I  observed  once 
treatment,  to  the  exclusion  of  before  :  in  obstetrics,  a  thrust  of 
Qianual  interference,  is  another  the  hand  into  the  uterus  may  prove 
great  error  in  the  management  of  as  fatal,  and  will  generally  pro- 
the  latter  floodings.  In  the  gene-  duce  a  more  extensive  wound, 
ral,  as  I  have  observed  on  pre-  than  the  thrust  of  a  bayonet.  The 
ceding  occasions,  the  best  accou-  waiting  for  pains  is  an  error  which 
cheurs  are  those  who  interfere  you  may  commit  ;  on  this  I  dwelt 
the  least  with  the  fingers  or  the  in  a  preceding  lecture.  You  have 
hand  ;  but  if  there  be  an  excep-  not  forgotten  the  silly  rule  ;  whore 
tion  to  that  rule,  that  exception  there    are    large    floodings,    the 
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womb  may  be  paralysed  ;  nor 
should  you,  therefore,  if  symp- 
toms require  it,  be  deterred  from 
manual  interference,  merely  be- 
cause the  pains  are  wanting.  The 
absence  of  pains,  if  it  proves  any 
thing",  rather  proves  the  necessity 
of  obstetric  assistance,  because  it 
proves  that  the  natural  efforts  are 
inadequate  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
foetus. 


II. 

From  the  Edin.  Med.  and  Sur".  Journal. 

Some  Jlccounl  of  an  Anomalous 
Disease  xchich  raged  in  the  Isl- 
ands of  St.  Thomas  and  Santa 
Cruz^  in  the  West  Indies,  durinsr 
the  JMonths  of  September^  Octo- 
ber^ oYovember,  December^  and 
January^  1827-8.* 

By  George  W.  Stedman,  M.D.,  of 
Sriiita  Cniz. 

Towards  the  end  of  September, 
IS'^?,  a  disease  of  a  very  singular 
character  suddenly  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  Island  of  St.  Tho- 
mas, and  attacked  almost  eve/y 
individual  in  the  town,  which  con- 
tains a  population  of  about  12,000 
souls.  As  it  was  unknown  to  the 
faculty,  the  vulgar,  as  commonly 
happens,  gave  it  names  of  their 
own  ;  and,  ridiculous  as  they  may 
sound,  they  soon  became  the  ouly 
appellations  of  the  new  malady. 
The  Englibh  negroes  in  St.  Tho- 
mas called  it  the  Dandy  Fever ^ 
while  the  French  vulgar  called  it 

*  We  have  already  published  some  no- 
tices of  this  siii°;u]ai  disease,  whith  among 
us  has  hecn  known  by  the  name  of  Den- 
gue. 'J'he  present  paper,  however,  seems 
to  give  a  more  minute  history  of  it  than 
any  other  we  have  seen,  and  we  there- 
fore think  it  worth  Ve-ijubli'hinj,  more 
especially  since,  if  the  author's  view  of 
its  contag-ious  nature  be  established,  it  is 
a  compluint  which  we  may  all  have  oc- 
casion to  treat,  and  which  it  is  therefore 
dssirable  we  should  understand. — Eu. 


the  Bouquet^  which  again  was  cor- 
rupted into  the  Bucket.  Howe- 
ver ridiculous  the  names  are  by 
which  this  fever  has  been  distin- 
guished, it  deserves,  from  the  sin- 
gularity, as  well  as  the  novelty  of 
its  symptoms,  to  be  made  known  to 
the  medical  world. 

The  disease  appeared  so  sud- 
denly, and  spread  with  such  rapi- 
dity, and  the  suffering  attending  it 
was  so  great,  that  at  first  it  caus- 
ed universal  alarm,  and  was  con- 
sidered a  sort  of  plague  that  would 
probably  ravage  the  whole  coun- 
try. It  was  soon,  however,  disco- 
vered, that  although  a  very  pain- 
ful, it  was  by  no  means  a  dange- 
rous disease,  and  that,  if  the  at- 
tack was  rapid,  the  recovery  was 
no  less  speedy.  This  at  least 
was  the  general  belief,  until  long- 
er experience  showed  the  trou- 
blesome nature  of  the  secondary 
pains  that  constitute  the  third  stage 
of  the  disorder.  But  though  not 
fatal,  it  was  sufficiently  formida- 
ble, both  from  the  pains  that  ac- 
companied it,  and  the  universality 
of  its  attack,  to  excite  the  deep- 
est interest  both  among  practi- 
tioners of  medicine  and  in  the 
public  at  large. 

Not  a  day  passed  but  hundreds 
were  attacked  ;  and  of  this  the 
consequence  was  a  great  inter- 
ruption to  trade,  in  the  most 
crowded  port  in  the  West  Indies. 
It  is  well  known  that  St.  Thomas 
is  the  great  entrepot  for  the  trade 
of  Europe  and  the  United  States 
of  America  to  Colombia  and  the 
islands.  Being  a  free  port,  and 
possessing  one  of  the  best  harl)0!s 
in  the  West  Indies,  it  is  always 
crowded  with  vessels  from  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  from  every 
civilized  nation.  That  it  should  be- 
come the  seat  of  a  new  disease  can- 
not therefore  appear  wonderful. 
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The  fever  of  \Yhicli  I  now  pro-  This  was  followed  in  a   short 

pose  to  treat  was   most   distinctly  time  by   restlessness,    depression 

divided  into  three  stages,  each  of  of  spirits,  and  a  degree  of  nausea, 

\vhich  was   distinguished   by  cha-  ending  in  some  cases  in  vomiting, 

racteristic  and  unequivocal  symp-  Tlien  came  on  shivering,  succeed- 

toms.      It  was  on  this  account  at  ed  by  fever,  great  heat   of  skin, 

first  reported  that  no  person  was  intense  headach,   most  acute  pain 

safe  until  he  had  undergone  three  in  the  back,  knees,  ankles,  and  in 

attacks  of  the  disease.    But  long-  short  in  every  joint.     But  perhaps 

er    experience    convinced    every  the  most  distressing  symptom   of 

one,  that  tiicse  apparently  distinct  this  stage  was  the  intense  pain  in 

attacks    were     only     successive  the  eyeballs,  which   appeared   to 

stages  of  the  same  malady.  the  patient  too  large  for  the  sock- 

The  invasion   of  the  symptoms  et,  and   ready  to  start   from   the 

was  not  less  sudden  than  their  pro-  head.       In   some  cases   the    first 

gress  was  rapid.     A  person  walk-  stage   was  ushered  in  by  an   irre- 

ing  along  tlie  stieet  might  be  sud-  gular  distribution  of  blood,  so  that 

denly  seized  with   acute   pain   in  Avhile   the   hands   and   feet   were 

one   or  both  knees — in  the  ankles  cold,  the  rest  of  the  body,  parti- 

— the  wrists — or  in   all   of  these  cularly  the   head,    was   intensely 

joints  at  once — though  in  general  hot. 

only   one    was    at    first    affected.  The  fever  and  heat  of  skin  by 

Upon  attecnpting  to  move  the  af-  degrees  became  established.   The 

fected  joint,  he  would  find  to  his  head  and    eyes   now  particularly 

surprise  that  it  was  stiif,  and  that  suffered,  and,   together    with  tlie 

the    least   motion  gave  so    much  joints,  the  whole  body  was  racked 

pain  as  to  render  a  second  attempt  with  pain,    so   that   the    unhappy 

impossible.       It   is  even  said  that  sufferer  could  not  tell  of  which  he 

when  the  disease  first  appeared  would  rather   get   rid,  had  he  the 

in    St.  Thomas,  several   negroes,  choice.      In  my  opinion,  the  pain 

who,  being  all   at   once   attacked  in  the  eyes  and  back  was  the  most 

with   the  pain   in  the  knees,  had  afflicting  ;  but  most  people  expe- 

fallen  down,  were  actually  appre-  rienced    equal   torture    in    every 

hended   by  the  police  for  drunk-  part  of  the  body.       In   some   the 

enness.  features    were   swollen    and    dis- 

The  most  usual  mode  of  attack,  torted,  especially  the  eyelids  ;  in 

hovvever,    which    appears    not    a  others  the  fingers  suff'ered  most  in 

little  singular,  was  the  following  :  this   way  ;    while   in  one   or   two 

A  person  in   perfect  health  would  cases,    along  with  the  swelling  of 

suddenly  feel  a  stiff'ness  amounting  the  face,  a  profuse  ptyalism  took 

almost  to  pain  in  one  of  his  fingers,  place. 

and  most  frequently  his  little  fin-  Another  peculiar  feature  of  this 

ger.     The  stiffness  increased,  and  disease  is,  that  patients  complain- 

was   accompanied   by  an   intense  ed  during  all  its  different   stages 

degree  of  pain,  which  spread    ra-  of  a   feeling  of  intense  cold,  and 

pidly  over  the  whole  hand,  and  up  felt  the  warmest  coverings  scarce- 

the  arm  to   the  shoulder.       The  ly  enough.      This  feeling  was  ob- 

fingers   of  both   hands    in    a    few  served  even  when  the  skin  to  the 

hours  became  swelled, -stiff,    and  touch  was  intensely  hot.      When 

painful,   preventing    all   attempts  I  had  the   disease   I  was  obliged 

at  bending  the  joints.  to  cover  myself  with  two  or  thi  ee 
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blankets,  although  the  weather  at  was  more  distressing  in  some  than 

the  time  was  sultry.  in  others  ;    and  those   who  had  it 

In  every  case,  where  the  first  most,  had,  at  the  same  time,  little 
stage  was  in  any  degree  well  aphthous  sores  on  the  inside  of  the 
marked,  even  patients  who  had  lips  and  on  the  tongue,  which  ren- 
suffered  the  most  severely  from  dered  eating  painful, 
the  common  fever  of  the  country,  The  third  or  fourth  day  after 
declared  that  they  had  never  ex-  the  primary  fever,  but  generally 
perienced,  nor  could  have  con-  the  third,  was  ushered  in  by  a  de- 
ceived, pains  equal  to  what  they  gree  of  fever  more  or  less  severe, 
felt  in  this  fever.  Not  one  inch  For  while  some  people  were 
of  the  body,  from  head  to  foot,  merely  feverish,  others  had  so 
was  exempt  from  suffering.  This,  smart  an  attack,  as  to  be  obliged 
together  with  the  restlessness,  to  return  to  bed. 
which  in  general  forms  the  most  An  efflorescence  was  perceived 
disagreeable  symptom  in  common  at  the  same  time  to  begin  at  the 
levers,  and  a  distressing  sickness  palms  of  the  hands,  and  to  spread 
of  stomach,  which  also  occurred  over  the  whole  body.  It  is  dilfi- 
in  many  instances,  rendered  this  cult  for  me  to  describe  the  pre- 
disease  more  painful  than  any  that  cise  appearance  of  the  efflores- 
usually  alllict  mankind.  cence  ;  and  I  regret  to  say  that  I 

These  syn)j)toms,  if  not  relieved  could  get  no  one   to  delineate    it 

by   ait,  continued   with  more   or  for   me.       Some   idea,   however, 

less  severity   for   twenty-four  or  may  be  formed  of  its  general  ap- 

thirty-six  hours.   The  fever  gene-  pearance,  for   it   differed   a   good 

raHy  abated  about  that  time,  and,  deal  in  different  cases,  by  imagin- 

as  the  fever  went  off,  the  pains  of  ing  a  6/o<c/ior  Wiea/ of  led-colored 

the  joints  grew  less  and   less  se-  skin  between  thai  of  scarlet  fever 

vere,  leaving  the  fingers,    ankles  and  that  of  measles.      The  efflo- 

and  toes,  last.  rescence  was  accompanied  in  the 

The  |)atient  then  continued  in  a  severer  cases  by  swelling  of  the 

state   of  languor,  iriitability,  and  feet,  hands,  and  face,  particularly 

restlessness,  for  three  days,  dur-  the  eyelids,    and  by  a  distressing 

ing  which  there  was   a   complete  tingling,  which,    as   the   eruption 

absence  of  fever.    But  as  happens  disappeared,    became  an  intense 

after  fevers   in  general,  allliough  itching,  that  almost  drove  the  suf- 

there  was  no  acute  suffering,  the  ferers  distracted.      The  efilores- 

feelings  were  very  differenl  fiom  cence  generally  began  to  fade  on 

those  of  health.       Added  to  these  the  second  day,  and  was  entirely 

ordinary  consequences   of  fever,  gone    before    the    third   morning, 

this  intermediate  period  was  cha-  This    was     followed     in    almost 

racterized  by  complete  want  both  every    case   by    some  degree   of 

of   ihirbt    and    hunger    in    some  ;  desquamation,  which  in  a  ^ew  in- 

while  others  who  felt  thirst  had  stances,    as    will    be    afterwards 

no  hunger.       The  sense   of  taste  related,  gave   rise  to   very  trou- 

seemed  entirely  lost,   so  that   no  blesome  consequences.     This  se- 

difference  could  be  perceived  be-  condary    fever    generally    disap- 

tween  the  taste  of  a  biscuit  and  a  peared  early  on  the  second  day. 

beefsteak,   or   any  other  articles  This  is  the  second  or  eruptive 

of  food  the  most  dissimilar.    This  stage, which,  in  my  opinion,  stamps 
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the  chief  distinction  on   the   com-  to  breathe.     To  lift  a  hand  to  the 

plaint,  and  proves  it  beyond  doubt  head  seemed  almost  impossible  ; 

to  be  one  of  the  exanthemata.  and  they  were  consequently  oblig- 

After  the  eruptive   stage,   the  ed  to  have  their  food  put  into  their 

patient   began  to  recover  his  spi-  mouth  as  if  they  were  babies. 

rits  and  his  strength  ;  but  in  many  Except  these   local   pains,   and 

cases  a  complete  want  of  taste  the  general  irritation  which  they 

remained  for  some  days.  naturally  created,  no  other  symp- 

Many  people  did  not  get  rid  of  tom  of  disease   remained.       The 

the  pains   in  the  joints    for   many  appetite  was  good,   aUhoii:h    the 

weeks,    the    third   or    rheumatic  sense  of  taste  was  still  somewhat 

stage  coming  on  immediately  after  blunted  ;  and  the  unhappy  patient, 

the  eruptive.      In  general,  hovve-  with  most  of  the  feelings  of  health 

ver,  the  disease  gave  a  degree  of  about   him,   lay    pinioned    to   the 

respite  for  three,  four,  and   even  spot,  like  Gulliver  when  he  awoke 

in  some  cases  six  weeks,  and  then  on  the  shore  of  Lilliput. 

attacked  the  joints  with  more  pain  This  description,   it  may  easily 

and  paralysis  than  at  first.    These  be  imagined,  applies  only    to  the 

pains  were   not  accompanied    by  severest  form  of  the  disease  ;  for 

fever ;    and  they  generally   fixed  nothing    more    distinguished    this 

themselves   in   one  or  two  joints,  malady  than  the  infinite  varieties 

and  continued   to   excruciate  the  of  its  severity,  and  the  dispropor- 

patient  for  weeks  together.     It  is  tioned    violence    of   its    different 

remarkable    that    they   were    al-  stages.      For    while    some,    who 

ways  severest  in  the  morning,  and  underwent  the  primary  fever  with 

wore  otf  in  some  measure  towards  the  utmost  mildness,  had  the  erup- 

evening.       Some  people,  in  addi-  tive  attack  with  great  violence  ; 

tion  to  the  secondary  pains,  were  others,     who    had   passed    gently 

tormented  by  the  most  distressing  through  both,  and  were  congratu- 

itching  of  the  skin  ;    while  in  oth-  lating  themselves  on  their  escape, 

ers   the  joints,  particularly  those  were    suddenly   crippled    by    the 

of  the  fingers,  became  stiff,  pain-  secondary   pains. 

ful,  and  swelled  to  such  a  degree  In  a  period  varying  from  three 

as  to  produce  deformity.  to  four  or  six  days,  however,    the 

The  secondary  pains  were  pains  began  gradually  to  recede, 
chiefly  felt  in  the  joints,  especial-  deserting  one  joint  after  another, 
ly  in  the  joints  of  the  fingers  and  until  they  remained  fixed  for  some 
toes,  the  wrists,  the  ankles,  and  time  in  one.  This  process  occu- 
the  knees.  Many  people  were  pied  several  weeks,  and  was  often 
rendered  bed-ridden  for  several  attended  by  relapses,  which 
days.  In  these  the  slightest  mo-  brought  the  patient  back  to  his 
tions  gave  such  intense  agony  as  former  state  of  pain  and  weak- 
to  call  forth  groans  and  shrieks  of  ness.  It  was  universally  observed, 
pain  even  from  the  most  resolute,  however,  that  the  pains  were  in- 
It  was  pitiable  to  see  the  patients  tense  in  the  morning,  and  generally 
who  suffered  the  last  part  of  the  became  less  severe  towards  even- 
disease  severely.  Stout  able  men  ing.  It  was  also  remarked,  that 
vrere  to  be  seen  lying  flat  on  their  those  whose  unavoidable  occupa- 
backs,  afraid  to  move  even  the  tions  forced  thefn  to  exertion,  or 
little  finger,  and  hardly  venturing  who  had  resolution  enough  to  ex- 
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ert    themselves    voluntarily,    got  were  going  to  suppurate,   for   it 

sooner  rid  of  the  pains  than  those  was  red,  tender,  and  soft   to   the 

that  gave  way  to  them.  touch.      These  appearances  gra- 

After  the  malady  had  raged  for  dually  receded  under  the  use  of 
some  time,  and  people  were  be-  poultices,  leaving  the  part  as  pain- 
ginning  to  recover,  it  was  not  a  ful  as  before.  It  is  only  now,  up- 
little  amusing  to  see  almost  the  wards  of  two  months  since  the 
whole  population  limping  about,  commencement  of  his  illness,  that 
some  with  their  arms  in  slings,  and  the  unhappy  patient  is  able  to 
others  with  their  bodies  half  bent,  move  about  with  crutches;  and 
and  several  on  slaves  or  crutches,  the  least  motion  in  the  ankle-joint 
Besides  these  secondary  pains,  still  gives  great  pain, 
some  persons  were  afflicted  with  Though  the  description  I  have 
a  continual  itchiness  of  the  skin,  now  given  applies  to  the  usual 
which  prevented  sleep,  and  ren-  form  of  tlie  disease,  yet  there 
dered  life  intolerable.  were  many  anomalies  in  its  mode 

One  old  genliemati,  nearly  80  of  attack.  Thus,  in  some  few 
years  of  age,  who  had  undergone  cases,  the  eruption  occurred  on 
the  primary  disease  with  great  the  first  or  second  day  of  the  pri- 
mildness,  had  the  eruption  in  a  raary  fever,  while  in  other  in- 
form so  severe,  that  his  skin  came  stances  no  eruption  at  all  was  to 
off  in  Hakes  like  pieces  of  parch-  be  noticed. 

ment,  and  left  his  whole  body  In  one  instance,  Mr.  ISI.,  a  ma- 
fjuite  red.  In  fact,  he  resenihled  nager  at  an  estate  near  town,  the 
a  boiled  lobster  in  color.  This  primary  fever  came  on,  with  an 
aiTection  was  attended  wilh  so  eruption  of  a  most  peculiar  cha- 
distressing  an  itcliing,  that  he  \\  as  racter,  consisting  of  large  blotches 
in  the  ultiiost  miseiy.  He  was  or  rather  wheals,  that  varied  in 
<'Uied  by  cooling  purgatives,  size  from  a  shilling  to  a  half- 
large  draughts  of  a  solution  of  crown,  red,  and  raised  percepti- 
cream  of  tartar,  and  a  strong  wash  biy  above  the  surface  of  the  skin, 
made  of  nitric  acid  and  water.  and  giving    a    distinct    feeling    of 

In  some  old  men  the  skin  came  roughness    and    elevation    to    the 

ofT  the  scrotum,  producing  a  most  finger  when    passed    over    them, 

intolerable  itching  ;   while  in  oth-  This  eruption  continued  two  days, 

ers  who  had  a  tendency  to  swelled  and  was  accompanied   by  all   the 

testicle,  that   part  s^vel'.ed   to   a  symptoms  that  peculiarly   distiu- 

great  degree.    Others,  who  were  guisli  the  first  stage, 

subject  to  the   disease  called  in  The   disease   proved  fatal  only 

the    West  Indies  the    Rose,    and  in  three  instances,  and,  strange  to 

which  is  nothing  but  the   primary  say,   they    were    in   negroes,   al- 

disease  of  which  elephantiasis  is  a  though  this  class   of   j)ersons   had 

sequela,    had    a    return   of  their  the  disease  in  general   with   infi- 

complainf,  terminating  in  several  nitely  greater  mildness,  than   the 

instances  in  extensive  abscess.  while   inhabitants.     This  was  an 

One  young  gentleman,  a  patient  extremely      fortunate      circum- 

of  mine,  was  confined  to  his  bed  stance  ;   for,  as  the  disease  came 

for  nearly  two  mont!)s  with  acute  on  about  crop  time,   had   the   ne- 

pain   in   his   left    foot    and    ankle,  groes,  who  form    the  agricultural 

Tlie  ankle  at  first  seemed  as  if  it  laborers,     been    as    severely    at- 
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tacLed  as  their  masters,  and  suf-  ing  by  the  warm  bath,  or  pedilu- 
fered  as  much  from  the  secondary  vium  and  diaphoretic  remedies. 
pains,  the  whole  crop  must  have  In  many  cases,  however,  I  could 
been  lost,  and  misery  and  wretch-  do  nothing  but  prescribe  pallia- 
edness  would  have  ravaged  the  tives,  as  the  patients  declared 
country.  Fortunately,  however,  that  they  couhl  not  take  purga- 
the  negroes  in  general  had  the  tives,  owing  to  the  pain  which  the 
disease  in  its  mildest  form,  and  least  motion  gave  them. 
were  rarely  afflicted  with  severe  Where  the  pain  of  the  head 
secondary  pains.  It  is  a  remarka-  was  very  intense,  I  applied  a  blis- 
ble  circumstance  which  I  may  ter  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  with 
mention  here,  that  the  household  great  relief  to  the  patient.  Where 
servants  had  the  disease,  both  the  pain  in  the  eyeballs  was  chief- 
primary  and  secondary,  with  inti-  ly  complained  of,  mustard  cata- 
nitely  more  severity  than  their  plasms  were  applied  for  about 
more  laborious  brethren  of  the  half  an  hour  to  the  temples  with 
field.  great  benefit.  Sometiiries  the 
Of  the  cases  which  I  have  back  was  the  part  most  atfected. 
mentioned  as  fatal,  two  were  In  this  case  the  pain  stretched  up 
children  about  five  or  six  months  to  the  muscles  of  respiration,  pro- 
old,  who  died  from  irritation  con-  ducing  a  difficulty  and  pain  iii 
sequent  upon  a  most  severe  des-  breathing  that  might  at  first  be 
quamation  of  the  cuticle,  followed  mistaken  for  an  aiTection  of  the 
by  inflammation  of  the  true  skin,  lungs.  This  was  entirely  removed 
that,  from  head  to  foot,  was  red,  by  the  application  of  a  strong 
raw,  and  exceedingly  painful,  mustard  plaster  to  the  small  of 
The  other  case  was  that  of  a  ne-  the  back.  Perhaps  nothing  caa 
gro  man,  a  field  laborer,  who,  show  better  the  distressing  nature 
after  passing  through  the  first  of  these  pains,  than  that  patients 
stage,  was  attacked  with  violent  expressed  pleasure  when  they 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  felt  the  pain  of  the  blisters  or  the 
died  of  it,  although  incessant  at-  mustard  plasters,  as  these  reme- 
tention  was  paid  to  him.  dies  relieved  them  from  the  deep- 
That  this  disease  was  conta-  seated  aching  p;iin  of  the  fever, 
gious,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt.  As  the  epidemic  became  more 
and  I  shall,  I  think,  be  able  to  severe,  I  found  it  necessary  to 
bring  forward  sutficient  evidence  have  recourse  to  bleeding,  and 
to  this  efl'ect,  when  I  come  to  the  great  success  that  at  once 
treat  of  the  disease  more  in  de-  attended  the  practice  determined 
tail.  I  sluill  there  show  its  pro-  me  to  continue  it.  The  follow- 
gress  from  house  to  house,  and  ing  is  an  account  of  the  first  case 
.  from  estate  to  estate.  In  the  in  which  I  bled  in  this  fever, 
meantime,  the  mode  of  practice  Cast.. — C.  S.  aged  21,  was 
must  be  detailed.  suddenly  attacked,  on  Novembe'r 
The  cases,  as  they  at  first  an-  11,  1827,  with  shivering,  intense 
peared  in  this  island,  were  so  mild,  pain  in  the  knees,  ankles,  back, 
that  during  the  first  s[i\'ze  or  and  head,  accompanied  by  full 
stages  of  great  excitefnent,  Icon-  quick  pulse,  heat  and  dryness  of 
tented  myself  with  prescribing  skin,  and  unusual  thirst.  Next 
purgatives,  foilowed  in  the  even-  day  when  he  sent  for  me,  I  found 
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him  laboring  under  ali  these  symp-  warm  bath  with  very  beneficial 
toms,  and  afTected  with  the  most  effect.  Brisk  purgatives  then 
agonizing  pains  in  the  head  and  followed.  Nothing,  however, 
back  ;  his  eyes  had  a  peculiar  yel-  seemed  of  so  much  use  as  bleed- 
lowish  muddy  appearance,  which  ing  from  a  large  orifice.  In  using 
in  this  climate  is  a  sure  sign  of  this  remedy  1  was  not  always 
great  congestion  in  the  head.  His  guided  by  the  pulse  ;  for  I  found 
fingers  also  pained  him,  but  they  that  though  the  pulse  might  be 
were  not  so  much  swelled  as  in  small  and  weak,  the  relief  afford- 
most  cases.  ed   was   nevertheless    great,  and 

I  prescribed  six  grains  of  calo-  the  pain  in  the  affected  parts 
mel  and  divided  doses  of  Epsom  much  lessened.  When  the  bow- 
salt  to  produce  full  evacuations  ;  els  were  well  opened,  I  used 
and  directed  the  skin  to  be  fre-  after  bleeding  in  the  severer 
quently  sponged  with  cold  vinegar  cases,  and  even  without  it  in  the 
and  water.  In  the  evening,  al-  milder,  to  prescribe  a  dose  of 
though  he  had  free  evacuations,  Dover's  powder  at  bedtime,  pre- 
and  had  been  sponged  during  the  ceded  by  the  warm  bath  or  pedi- 
whole  day  with  vinegar  and  wa-  luviwn.  The  powder  I  gave  ac- 
ter,  the  headach  was  not  relieved;  cording  to  the  strength  of  the  pa- 
the  fever  still  continued  with  un-  tient.  For  a  stout  person  I  found 
abated  intensity  ;  the  skin  was  gr.  xiv.  not  too  much,  while  to 
hot  ;  the  pulse  foil  and  strong,  few  did  I  give  less  than  gr.  viij. 
At  his  own  request  I  bled  him  in  To  those  who  objected  to  the 
the  arm  to  3xij.  with  immediate  powder,  I  gave  the  Ilauslus  Jlno- 
relief  to  the  fever,  headach,  and  dijnus  ,/lntiinoniaUs,  and  followed 
all  the  other  symptoms.  He  the  dose  in  both  with  warm  dilu- 
resled  well  that  night  ;    next  day  ent  drinks. 

he  was  out  walking,  complaining  These  remedies  frequently  pro- 
only  of  a  little  stiffness  in  the  duced  perspiration  and  sleep,  to 
joints  ;  and  he  subsequently  went  the  great  comfort  of  the  patient, 
through  the  eruptive  stage  and  Often  when  sweating  could  not  be 
secondary  pains  with  comparative  produced,  sleep  was  procured  ; 
ease.  though  it  also  happened  frequent- 

'I'he  bleediiig  in  this  case    evi-  ly    that  neither  the    one  nor  the 

dently  cut  short  the  disease,   anrl  other    followed.      Bleeding    and 

produced  such   instant   relief,    as  purging  may  therefore  be  consi- 

determined  me   to   make  use    of  dered  as  the  chief  remedies  in  the 

the  remedy  afterwards   in   every  stage   of  excitement,  while  blis- 

case  where  there  was  any  symp-  ters,    sinapisms,    and    sudorifics, 

torn  of  plethora.  especially  the  two  former,  were 

Thougli  I  found  bleeding  of  the  powerful  assistants, 
greatest   use,   I   made    it    a    rule        The  relief  afforded  by  bleeding 

never  to  have  recourse  to  it  until  was    more    speedy,    and    better 

the  febrile  excitement  was   fully  marked  in  this  complaint  than   in 

established.      During  the  period  any  other  that   I  have  seen  ;   and 

of  partial  congestion,  which   pre-  after   a    few  trials,    the   fame  of 

ceded  the  more  severe  symptoms  the   remedy  spread   so   fast,   that 

in  this  as  in  other   fevers,    I    had  patients  used  to  call  for  the  lancet 

recourse  to  the  general  or  partial  as  soon  as   they   saw  the  Doctor 
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appear.  Immediately  after  bleed-  fering  very  much  from  the  second- 
ing, the  pains  of  the  joints  were  ary  pains,  which  have  no  doubt 
greatly  diminished,  the  pulse  and  been  prolonged  by  an  unusually 
skin  became  more  natural,  the  dairip  and  cold  state  of  wealher, 
headach  and  pain  of  eyes  were  accompanied  by  frequent  gusts  of 
diminished,  and  the  patient  ex-  wind  from  the  north  and  north- 
pressed  himself  thankful   for   the  east. 

load  that  was  taken  from  his  body.  Although  I  allow  the  influence 

These  good  effects  were  not  mere-  of  the  weather  in  aggravating  the 

ly  temporary,  but  seemed  perma-  secondary     pains,    and    even    the 

nently    to   influence  the   disease,  primary  disease,  I  think  there   is 

rendering  each  stage  milder  than  evidence  enough  to  prove  that  it 

it    would    otherwise    have    been,  is  of  a  contagious  nature  ;    that  it 

The  eruptive  stage,  in  particulai-,  was   imported    into    St.   ThomAs, 

was  much  mitigated  by  bleeding  and  from  thence  into  this  island. 

on  the  onset  of  the  primary  fever,  

while  the  after-pains  did  not  seem 

to  be  so  much  under  its  control.  ^"' 

I  have   in   no   case   bled   more  selections    from     foreign 

than  once  ;   and  I  generally  took  journals. 

from  twelve  or  fifteen  to  twenty  ,„              i    r>    .         , 

c  11  ^1    ^r. r      t     t\  Illness  mid  Fost-mortem  examina- 

ounces  or  blood,  according  to  the  .        (.  ^      ^,  jj 

strength  of  the  patient.      Whether  Hon  oj  Vr.  hall. 

bleeding  in  the  other  stages  might  This    distinguished     individual 

have  been  of  use  1  know  not  ;  for  was  above    the  middle    stature^ 

I  never   tried   it,   nor  did  I  think  and  of  rather  a  muj-cular  frame  ; 

that  the  symptoms  warranted  such  his  forehead  was  high  and  broad, 

a  practice.  and  his  countenance  prepos-sess- 

During  the  eruption  I  found  ing.  During  many  years  he  was 
cooling  purgatives,  and  such  be-  able  to  give  himself  up  to  assi- 
verages  as  tamarind  beverage,  duous  application,  and  suffered 
cream  of  tartar  in  solution,  along  nothing  in  healtli,  except  two  or 
with  the  use  of  the  nitric  acid  three  attacks  of  gout,  and  some 
wash,  of  the  greatest  benefit,  derangements  of  the  digestive  or- 
For  the  aphtha;  and  soreness  of  gans  ;  but  of  late  yeais  his  gait 
the  mouth,  alum  or  borax  washes  had  become  heavy,  and  when  he 
were  prescribed  with  good  effect,  ascended  a  staircase  heexperienc- 
The  secondary  pains  were  not  ed  a  sense  of  suffocation,  fre- 
much  under  the  control  of  medi-  quently  accompanied  by  palpita- 
cine,  but  they  were  in  many  cases  tions.  These  symptoms  had  been 
relieved  by  the  nightly  use  of  the  aggravated  within  the  last  eigh- 
warm  bath  or  pediluvium,  follow-  teen  months,  and  compelled  him 
ed  by  dia|)horetics,  and  chiefly  by  to  keep  himself  quiet,  to  observe 
stimulating  the  joints  with  the  an  exact  regimen,  and  occasion- 
volatile  liniment,  oil  of  turpentine,  ally  to  lose  blood.  He  was  now 
strong  alcohol;  &c.  ascertained  to    lahor  under  hy- 

I  may  mention,  that  although  it  pertrophy  of  the  heart, with  dila- 

is  more  than  three  months  since  tation,  especially  of  the  left  ven- 
the  epidemic  broke  out  in  this  tricle.  After  some  months, 
island,  many  people  are  still  suf-    however,  he  was  able  to  return 
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to  his  usual  avocations  ;  and  in 
November,  1827,  }»e  began  his 
Course  of  Lectures,  and  continu- 
ed it,  without  interruption,  till 
tl)e  3d  of  April,  on  which  day, 
Avlu?n  returning  home,  he  expe- 
rienced some  symptoms  of  cere- 
bral congestion  ;  and  on  the  20tli 
he  had  a  di.4inct,  though  slight, 
paralytic  affection.  He  contihu- 
ed  with  various  degrees  of  alter- 
nate  improvement  and  aggrava- 
tion of  tlie  symptoms  till  the  21st 
of  August,  wiien  lie  died. 

Posl-morlcin  Examination. — In- 
dependently of  the  disease  in  i]\e. 
chest,  consisting  in  enlargemeKt 
of  the  heart,  with  inci[)ient  ossi-.^ 
fication,  the  bones  of  the  head 
were  found  to  be  at  least  twice 
their  natural  thickness.  The  pia 
mater  was  infiltj'ated  with  serum, 
and  the  arachnoid  raised  by  the 
effusion  all  over  the  surface  of 
the  hemispheres.  At  the  base  of 
the  skull  four  or  five  ounces  of 
fluid  were  found.  The  brain, 
which  was  not  dissected,  weioh- 
ed  two  pounds  ten  ounces  and  a 
quarter.  The  right  side  of  the 
cerebellum  was  rather  larger  than 
the  left,  aiul  contained  a  small 
IJbro-cellular  tumor,  whicli  in- 
ternally was  of  a  bony  structuie. 

Rupture  of  the    Ulerur,  at  the  time 
of  Quickening. 

Mrs. ,  ast.  20,  lost  her  life 

under  the  following  circumstan- 
ces : — She  had.  been  married 
about  fifteen  months,  and,  until 
the  time  of  her  conception,  had 
enjoyed  tolerable  health  ;  but 
?ince  that  period  had  suffered 
considerably  from  deep-seated 
pain  in  the  back  and  uterine  re- 
gion, together  with  other  symp- 
toms threatening  abortion. 

Before  her  marriage,  and  up 
to  the  time  of  conception,  she 
had  experienced  jan  unusual  de- 


gree of  pain  at  each  menstrual 
period  ;  and  the  eataineniul  dis- 
charge was  exceedingly  scanty.  ,„ 
Her  death  appeared  in  some  mea-  I 
sure  accelerated  by  an  excursion 
to  GreeuAvich,  in  company  with 
her  husband,  as  sliortly  after  her 
arrival  there  she  was  attacked 
with  vomiting  and  syncope,  and 
in  less  than  an  hour  she  ceased 
to  exist. 

Uj)on  examination  it  was  dis- 
covered that  a  rent  of  about  five 
inches  in  length  had  taken  place 
in  the  uterus,  extending  itself 
from  the  cervix  upwards  at  its 
anterior  part,  and  rupturing  a 
portion  of  the  placenta.  The 
foetus  lay  in  front  of  the  uterus, 
enveloped  by  its  internal  mem- 
brane, and  surrounded  by  coag- 
idated  blood,  a  quantity  of  which 
was  also  foimd  between  the  in- 
testines and  in  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis.  The  uterus  itself  was  co- 
vered wdth  dark-colored  spots, 
and  easily  lacerable  ;  the  ovaries 
were  also  in  a  state  of  disease — 
the  one  containing  hydatids,  the 
other  with  the  same  dark-color- 
ed sj)ots  as  the  uterus.  The  fo?tus 
appeared  healthy,  and  is  suj)pos- 
ed  by  its  movements  to  have 
caused  the  rupture  of  the  uterus. 

Midwifery. 

M.  Baudelocqtie  has  announc- 
ed (Academic    Royale    des    Sci- . 
ences)  the  following  discoveries: 

1.  Applying  Galvanism  to  the 
foetus,  during  la])orious  labors, 
to  ascertain  j)ositively  whether 
the  foetus  be  alive. 

2.  As  a  substitute  for  embryo- 
tomy, or  removing  the  child 
piece-meal,  to  com{)ress  and  re- 
duce, by  means  of  a  forceps  of 
particular  construction,  the  head 
or  body  so  nuich  that  they  may 
be  made  to  pass  through  the  nar- 
rowest and  most  deformed  pelvia. 
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Respiration  of  the  Crustacea.  one  instance  bled  tlie  animal   in  the 

_,.,      .  '        .  J     .,.,        ^,      iiigular    vein,     horrible    convulsions 

MM.    Anciou.n     and     Milne    Ed-    ^J^^^^^^       jjj^j  ,i^j  ^,,^  ^^,,i^.^ 

wards,    read    lately    to    the    trench  „f  ^i.^^e  rabid  dugs  upon  the  backs  of 

Aca.lemy    of  Sciences   a  fourth  n.e-  ^^^„  ^,^^        ;„  ^        ^  ^,^,^,^  ,^,^  ,^,,^1 

juo.r  "  On  the  Anatomy  and     hys.o-  ^^^,  ^^J^^^  ^g.'^,,^  ^^,^^,^  ^^^^^i^. 

ogy    of  the  Crustacea.        The    ful-  ^.^^^^  ,^^^^   ^^^^^  ^^,^^      ,,,j^  inoculation 

lowing  IS  the  t.lle  of  the.r  men.o.r  :-  ^^^^^^  ,,,cessful.     M.  Chomel  asked  if 

De   aRcsjnrationaerienncdesCrus.  ^t  Alfort  it  had  been   remarked    that 

taces   ei   des   modifications  que  I  ap-  ^j^^^  ■,,,,,,,;,,^  of  the  disease  was  more 

parcl    bronchial    eprouve    dans    les  ,    .jj  ,,i,ere  the  animals  were  young? 

crabes  ierrestres.     There. result  from  ^^[  ^..^.^^,^  ^,^.^    no.-Arch.  Gen. 
tiie    observations    and     expermients 

contained  in  this  memoir,  1.  That,  Cyanic  Acid. 
in  all  the  crnstacea,  the  bronchiae  a  French  cliemist  remarlis,  that 
aie  fitted  to  perform  the  functions  of  x\\e  true  cyanic  acid  is  very  different 
respiratory  organs,  in  the  air  as  well  fVoni  that"  which  cliemisfs  have  bi- 
as in  water;  2.  That  the  more  or  therto  described  under  that  name; 
less  rapid  death  of  the  aquatic  species  and  that  the  real  knowledge  of  that 
when  exposed  to  the  air  depends  acid,  and  of  the  salts  whicii  it  is  ca- 
iipon  various  causes,  of  which  one  of  pable  of  producing,  prove  that  the 
the  most  direct  is  the  evaporation  discovery  of  the  hydrocyanic  acid  is 
from  the  bronchiae,  which  produces  ^^\\\  ^ore  interestitig  and  important 
their    desiccation  ;    3.    Tliat,   conse-  that  it  had  been  supposed  to  be. 

quenlly,  one  of  the  conditions  neces- 

sarv  for  the  support  of  life  in  animals, 

i'    I     I  II-  J  1-        •      .1  BOSTON     MEDICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

which  have  bronchiae,  and  live  m  the  j^'^^j"^"     mc^i/.^^^^ 

air,  is  having  these  organs  defended  John  C.  Howard,    M.D.  has  been 

against  desiccation  ;    and,  lastly,  that  admitted  a  member  of  this  Associa- 

these  indispensable  dispositions   are  jj^^,^       j^  q   Stevenson,  Sccry. 

actually  met  with  in  the  tourlouroux ^^_ _____ 

and  other  land   crabs,  which  all  pos-  ~~ 

sess  various  organs  destined   for  ab-  weekly  heport  op    deaths  in  bos- 

surbing   and  keeping  in   reserve  the  ton, 

quantity  of  water  necessary  for  main-  Ending  Nov.  21,  ai  noon. 

taining  a  suitable  degree  oY  moisture     ^^»^-  ^  *•  Barth  Mullen,  33  yrs. 

,    *=,  ,  .  ^  John  McCrillis,  30 

in  the  bronchiae.  Elizabeth  Finn,  77 

rr    J        7    T-  Susan  Goro,  11 

Hydrophobia.  Charles  McDonnell,  56 

,,    „.         ,      ,..1,'  •      .     1  Charles  E.  Davis,  16  mo. 

IM.  Guard,  of  Alfort,  commnnicaled  l^uJ^.^  j.  Nance,  11  w. 

lately  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  iMe-  17.  Mary  Kelley,  30  yrs. 

dicine    some     facts    relative    to    the  James  Pence,  2 

,  ,    .  rri  1  1  •  Francis  Mel. ormick,  a  day*. 

above  complaint.       Two  dogs  bitten  is.  Sarah  Ann  Mitchell,  7mo. 

by   a    rabid   animal  were  brought   to  Mary  A.  Nance,  20 

the  school  at  Alfort  :   the  quarantine  19-  Lydia  Dearborn,  81  yrs. , 

,  I  I        r        /    .      .1  20.  Mary  Osborn,  40 

was    observed    only    lor   lorty-three  Ruth  Oakes  38 

days,   instead   of  sixtj'-six  which  are  John  Homer,  33 

prescribed  bv  the  regulations.     Both  Harriet  E.  Kettell,  ^^  T" 

i"     •.u  1    '  I         I     1  •  I     ..  James  ftlcKennav,  3 

were    seized  with  hydrophobia  ;    but  gl.  Margaret  Pender,  46  yrs. 

one  two  days  before  the  other — that  Mary  Everett,  6  w. 

is,  one  on  the  sixtieth,  the    other   on  a      j    ,  i  i    „„„„„  i    onn=i„ni,tinn  4— 

'  '  .^  .  Accinental,  1 — croup,  1 — consumpiion,  'i — 
the  sixty-second  day.  Experience  canker  in  the  bowels,  1— convulsions,  1— drop- 
has  shown  to   i\I.  Girard   that  the  dis-  sy  in    the   head,  1— hoopin?  cou^h,  1— inlem- 

Ur.        .u  nerance.  1 — lun"  fever,  1 — marasmus.  1 — oki 

v  appears  after  than  P'^'^''"<^«' '         ^     ,„.l„.,x^.„  •>     m^Ihs  8— 

,      ,  .      .     •       •  ^  rr       •         ■         '"iJC,  2 — spasms,  I — unknown,  o.     ftiales,  P — 

belore  the  sixtieth  day.       llaving  in    icnnles  12     Total  20. 


--   i^    c--    c 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HE.NSHAW  &  Co, 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  ihe  head 
of  Central  U'liPif,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
•will  find  it  to  their  advantao;e  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 


ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

ril HIS  day  published  hy  Benjamin  Per- 
JL  kins  ii  ('o.  Lectures  on  Anatomy^ 
Surtitry^  and  Pathology^  includins:  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases,— (\e\ivemd  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22.  1828. 

A  VACANCY. 

A  PHYSICIAN  in  Connecticut,  whose 
ride  is  in  a  level  country,  with  ex- 
cellent roads,  plenty  of  business  and  good 
pay,  is  willini'  to  vacate  his  place  on  ac- 
count of  failure  of  his  health.  A  beauti- 
ful village,  daily  stage  and  mail,  a  good 
state  of  society,  a  first-rate  academical 
institution,  a  meeting-house  within  60 
rods,  and  a  pretty  dense  population,  may 
be  mentioned  as  strons:  additional  irducf- 
meiits  to  the  purchaser.  7"o  physicians 
who  are  located  in  a  rough  country,  with 
bad  roads — or  to  those  who  wish  to  edu- 
cate their  children  and  still  perform  a  snug 
country  practice,  the  above  offer  is  thought 
to  be  one  of  rare  occurrence.  The  terms 
are  simply  the  purchase  of  the  stand,  a 
handsome  two  story  dwelling-house,  out- 
houses, garden,  &c.  at  cost,  which  will 
not  exceed  $1400.  Time  of  payment 
made  easy.  A  line  addressed  to  T.  B.  A., 
Hartford  Con.  will  receive  immediate  at- 
tention. No  letter  will  be  taken  from  the 
office  unless  post-paid. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
"  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Stethoscope^ 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Cgli.in, 
by   W.  \.   llYLAND,  with  Notes  and  an 


Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4~6w. 

NATH.\N  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 

HAS  taken  the  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  ISS,  Washington  Street  (lately- 
kept  by  .Messrs.  VVm.  B.  &:  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  .Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, kc.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  pcrssonal  attention. 

The  old  friends  of  this  establishment 
ar^  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18'27, 
the  folloM'ing  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cunistauc.es  in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  ol  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  thej 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  .\nnual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,      ) 
ZABDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    S  Committee, 
JOHN    WARE,  ) 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St,  corner  of  Frankhn  St,,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  ti.rec  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
noi  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  tliig  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Case  of  Diffuse  Inflammation  pro- 
duced by  Local  Injury. 

By  Daniel  Fisher,  M.D.,  of  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

[The  following  case  is  of  the  cha- 
racter of  those  caused  by  wounds 
in  dissection,  and  by  the  contact  of 
putrid  skins  to  an  excoriated  sur- 
face, and  sometimes  by  the  punc- 
ture of  veins  of  the  arm  in  bleed- 
ing. A  great  part  of  the  serious 
accidents  arising  from  these  causes 
are  to  be  attributed  to  the  com- 
bined action  of  local  injury  and  of 
causes  affecting  the  whole  body. 
Thus,  in  the  case  here  related, 
had  not  the  patient  been  exposed 
to  the  action  of  cold  in  such  way 
as  to  produce  a  constitutional  dis- 
turbance, it  is  not  probable  he 
would  have  suffered  such  very 
severe  consequences  from  the 
local  injury.  In  many  of  these 
instances  the  difficulty  arises  from 
neglect  of  the  original  injury,  and 
4i 


sometimes  from  a  repeated  ap- 
plication of  the  irritating  matter. 
The  disorder  is  a  dreadful  one, 
and  happy  is  it  that  it  does  not 
occur  more  frequently  in  dissec- 
tion ;  for  it  would  add  another  to 
the  many  impediments  to  the  pur- 
suit of  a  knowledge  of  the  human 
structure.  Wounds  in  dissection 
are  rarely  formidable,  if  the 
wound  is  immediately  sucked  and 
kept  quiet  till  healed  ;  the  patient 
at  the  same  time  being  careful 
to  avoid  every  noxious  exposure. 
The  subject  of  the  present  case 
survived  the  disease,  and  reco- 
vered from  an  affection  which 
would  have  proved  mortal  to  one 
of  less  vigorous  constitution  of 
body  and  mind.  The  enormous 
quantity  of  opiates  administered, 
shows  the  violence  of  the  pain  and 
the  malignity  of  the  disease.  Tt)is 
may  also,  perhaps,  be  considered 
as  a  proi)er  example  of  the  treat- 
ment to  be  puisued  ;  if  it  be  noted 
thiit  the  disease  began  without 
violent  symptoms,  and  therefore 
did    not"  at   first   experience    the 
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very  active  treatment  such  cases 
demand.  One  other  remark. 
This  patient  was  not  relieved  by 
warm  applications,  but  found  cold 
more  agreeable.  This  is  not  un- 
usual in  this  kind  of  inflammation  ; 
and  the  fact  should  lead  practi- 
tioners to  try  such  opposite  appli- 
cations as  cold  and  heat  in  the 
same  case  ;  that  is,  when  one 
fails,  the  other  should  be  resorted 
to.] — Ed. 

In  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  No- 
vember, while  engaged  in  dissec- 
tion in  the  Medical  School  in 
Boston,  I  felt  a  dull  pain  in  the 
whole  extent  of  the  left  arm,  with 
loss  of  its  muscular  strength, 
which  continued  about  two  hours. 
I  was  exposed  to  a  north-east 
storm  the  same  evening,  and  pre- 
vented from  sleeping  that  night 
by  accidental  causes.  In  the 
morning  the  fauces  were  uncom- 
fortable from  inflammation.  For 
sotne  days  previous  to  this,  my 
hands  had  been  exposed  to  the 
action  of  oxytnuriate,  of  mercury 
used  in  dissection,  particularly 
the  left  hand.  The  solution  con- 
tained 3j-  of  the  oxymuriate  to 
fSxvj.  of  diluted  alcohol.  In  the 
mcrrniug  of  the  25th,  observed  a 
small  vesicle  on  the  side  of  the 
middle  finger,  next  to  the  fore  fin- 
ger, on  left  hand.  Also  observed  a 
vesicle  on  back  of  thumb  of  same 
hand.  These  vesicles  were  not 
painful,  but  uncomfortable  on 
account  of  their  smarting.  On 
pressing  them  with  the  thumb 
nail,  a  small  quantity  of  acrid  se- 
rum, of  a  leaden  hue,  was  dis- 
charged. In  doing  this,  the  cuti- 
cle of  vesicle  on  the  finger  was 
removed  ;  vesicle  continued  to 
smart,  and  in  afternoon  was  found 
to  have  obtained  the  size  of  a  pea. 
In  forenoon  hands    were'  slightly 


exposed  to  the  oxymuriate  ;  about 
3  o'clock,  in  afternoon,  hands 
were  again  exposed  to  the  oxy- 
muriate, (the  temperature  of 
which  was  between  80  and  90 
degrees,)  and  also  to  the  contact 
of  purulent  matter.  After  this 
exposure  of  hands,  accidental  cir- 
cumstances prevented  their  being 
cleaned,  until  about  half  an  hour 
had  elapsed.  At  the  time  of  last 
exposing  hands,  inflamed  part  was 
greatly  irritated,  and  serum  was 
observed  occasionally  to  flow  from 
it.  After  washing  hands,  finger 
became  painful,  and  continued 
through  night  so  as  to  prevent 
sleep. 

Friday,  26th.  Inflammation 
had  extended  to  whole  of  parts 
over  second  bone  of  middle  finger. 
Passed  the  forenoon  in  dissecting- 
room,  which  was  very  cold.  At 
1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  felt  considerable 
depression  of  system  and  loss  of 
muscular  strength.  Dr.  Warren 
prescribed  sulphate  of  magnesia 
3j.  ;  white-bread  and  milk  poul- 
tice to  hand.  After  applying  poul-. 
tice  pain  much  increased,  and 
swelling  extended  thewhole  length 
of  finger.  In  evening  had  four 
leeches  to  figger,  with  temporary 
relief  of  pain  ;  but  upon  re-apply- 
ing poultice,  pain  became  as  se- 
vere as  ever,  and  continued  so  un- 
til poultice  was  withdrawn,  and 
compresses  dipped  in  warm  water 
were  applied  to  finger.  Finger 
continued  to  bleed  during  night 
from  application  of  leeches,  and 
probably  bled  about  3iij.  or  iv. 
Slept  but  liitle  during  night  ; 
thirsty,  but  no  appetite. 

Saturday,  27th.  Took  3  iss  of 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  which  ope- 
rated freely  ;  then  took  as  follows: 

R.  Hydrarg.  submur.  Bj. 

Pulv.  opii  gr.  XV.  M.   ut  fl.  pilu- 
\ie,  numero  vj. 


,:n.. 
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One  to  be  taken  every  two  or  bites  bled  all  night  ;  skin  dry  and 
three  hours,  through  the  day  and  hot  ;  tongue  sotnewhat  furred, 
evening.  Took  live  pills,  but  very  thirsty  ;  pulse  at  times  full 
pain  continuing  severe,  slept  but  and  bounding,  at  others  soft  and 
little  during  night.  Applied  cora-  natural;  hand  very  hot,  heating 
presses  dipped  in  sweet  oil.  the  wet  compresses  very  rapidly  ; 
Sunday,  28th.  At  4  o'clock,  fmger  warm  and  sensible  ;  hand 
A.  M.,  pain  became  very  severe,  considerably  swollen,  with  red 
and  extended  up  metacarpal  bone,  lines,  prominent  and  extending 
Had  a  poultice  immediately  ap-  from  finger  up  the  whole  length 
plied,  which  increased  pain  and  of  the  arm  ;  glands  in  axilla  swol- 
swelling,  but  poultice  was  kept  len,  painful  on  pressure, 
on  till  half  past  10,  A.  M.,  when  Monday,  29.  Muscular  strength 
hand  was  seen  by  Dr.  Warren,  much  diminished  ;  no  desire  for 
who  ordered  copious  venesection  food  ;  bowels  regular  ;  hand  pain- 
to  arm,  afterwards  eight  leeches  ful  ;  cold  spirit  and  cold  water 
to  hand.  Having  much  nausea,  alternately  applied  to  hand  ;  was 
pulv.  ipecac.  9j.,  (previous  to  ordered  venesection  fgviij.  from 
venesection,)  which  operated  tive  arm  ;  continue  cold  applications  to 
times  ;  the  last  time,  matter  hand,  which  was  less  painful  dur- 
ejected  bitter.  After  taking  eme-  ing  day.  In  evening,  after  going 
tic  had  eight  leeches  applied  to  to  bed,  became  very  painful  ;  cu- 
backofhand.  Afterwards  vene-  tide  of  linger  apparently  dead, 
section  from  left  arm  ad  3x1.  by  discolored,,  and  distended  by 
measurement  afterwards.  Venous  swelling  underneath  it.  The  two 
blood  of  arm  very  red,  nearly  the  -first  phalanges  were  sensible  ;  end 
color  of  arterial  blood.  Com-  of  finger  cold.  The  pulse  could 
presses  dipped  in  warm  water  not  be  felt  in  the  finger,  though 
were  applied  to  back  of  hand,  very  evident  in  the  forefinger  ;  the 
Had  then  the  following  prescribed  whole  hand  above  the  finger  was 
at  evening.  red  and  tensely  swollen.  The 
T,  r,  .  1  •  •  •  r„  •  water  and  spirit  were  frequently 
^-  ^.^H^l'^sHX^ "■  =PPl-d  du;i"S  eve„i„,,  a  wit 
'  •*  little  eflect.  Between  10  and  11 
Take  gtt.  xlv.  every  twenty  mi-  o'clock,  seven  leeches  were  ap- 
nutes,  till  pain  is  alleviated.  At  plied,  two  on  the  finger  and  five 
9,  in  evening,  took  gtt.  xxxv.  and  around  the  metacarpal  joint.  The 
repeated  every  twenty  minutes,  bleeding  was  afterwards  promoted 
increasing  dose  to  I.  gtts.  and  con-  ^Y  ^varm  water,  and  probably 
tinued  them  until  twenty  minutes  f  3  v.  of  blood  were  procured  dur- 
past  12  o'clock.  Soon  after  pain  ing  the  night.  The  finger  became 
diminished  ;  had  some  sleep,  in-  ^'^afm  while  the  leeches  were 
terrupted  at  short  intervals  by  drawing,  and  some  temporary  re- 
troublesome  dreams.  This  dis-  lief  was  obtained.  The  hand,  how- 
turbed  sleep  continued  till  half  ever,  continued  through  the  night 
past  3  ;  then  became  wakeful,  red,  distended,  hot  and  painful. 
and  continued  so  till  morning.  Pul^e  strong  and  full,  SO  to  100. 
Half  past  4,  pain  returned.  Com-  I"  evening  took  pulv.  opii  gr  ij. 
presses  dipped  in  cold  water  were  Half  past  11,  Tinct.  opii  ioj. 
applied  tohand  during  night.  Leech  Half  past  l.       do.      do.  fs'ij. 
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2.  JE\h.  and  laud.  gtt.  Ix. 
Quarter  past  2.  yElh.  and  laud.  gtt.  xl. 

Tiiict.  opii  fSj. 
Half  past  2.  Tinct.  opii  f3j, 

3.  Mih.  and  laud.  f3iss. 

Constantly  uneasy  until  3,  A.M. 
Then  remained  tolerably  quiet 
till  morning,  having  a  little  dis- 
turbed sleep. 

Tuesday,  30th.  Bowels  well, 
no  appetite  ;  have  taken  no  nou- 
rishment since  Friday,  except 
arrow-root  ;  for  drink,  toast  wa- 
ter, lemonade,  tartaric  acid  and 
water.  Slept  about  two  hours  in 
forenoon.  Cold  applications  con- 
tinued ;  hand  occasionally  show- 
ered with  cold  spirits,  which  gave 
temporary  relief  to  pain.  In 
evening,  compresses  dipped  in  a 
solution  of  plumb,  sub.  acet.  liq. 
were  applied.  Pain  became  in- 
tolerably severe  after  this  ;  finger 
swollen  ;  very  tense  ;  discolored 
at  middle  joint  ;  colorless  at  ex- 
tremity ;  numb.  Pulse  92,  hard 
and  strong.  Glands  in  axilla 
swollen  and  painful.  Half  past 
10,  applied  poultice,  and  renewed 
it  at  half  past  11.  This  remained 
on  till  morning. 

Half  past  10,  took  acet.  opii  gtt.  xv. 

11,  do.  do.          XX. 

12,  do.  do.          XX. 
Half  past  12,  do.          do.          xx. 

1,  do.  do.  XX. 
Half  past    1,         do.          do,  xx. 

2,  do.         do.         XX. 

Night  more  quiet  after  ojjiates 
but  no  sleep;  pain  severe  through 
night,  apparently  as  intolerable  as 
in  evening.  Pain  gradually  sub- 
sided after  opiates  were  omitted; 
sometimes  only  felt  in  middle  fin- 
ger, at  others  in  cutis  of  palm  of 
hand,  at  others  in  joints  and  back 
of  hand.  5  o'clock.  Pain  entire- 
ly subsided  ;  body  entirely  free 
from  pain.     Half  past  5.  Pain  in 


hand  commenced  again  ;  when 
free  from  pain  not  disposed  to 
sleep.  At  half  past  6,  slept  a 
few  minutes  for  the  first  time 
during  night. 

Wednesday,  December  1st. 
Cuticle  over  middle  bone  of  fin- 
ger much  distended  with  fluid  ; 
also  cuticle  in  palm  of  hand  raised 
and  prominent.  Cuticle  laid  open 
by  Dr.  Warren.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  bloody  serum  was  dis- 
charged from  finger  ;  from  palra 
of  hand,  serum.  Continued  poul- 
tice ;  hand  less  painful  ;  bowels 
pretty  free  ;  slept  some  during 
day  ;  in  evening  quite  uneasy  ; 
very  thirsty.  About  12,  slept 
about  fifteen  minutes  ;  then  be- 
came watchful  and  restless. 
Pulse  92;  skin  dry  and  hot;  much 
annoyed  by  heat  in  bowels  and 
lower  extremities.  Cloths  dip- 
ped in  cold  water  were  applied 
on  abdomen,  which  were  very 
grateful.  At  2  o'clock  took  Tinct. 
opii  et  Elh.  nitr.  gtts.  c.  After- 
wards a  little  dozing  but  no  sleep. 
3  o'clock.  Pulse  more  frequent 
and  full  ;  pulsation  of  heart  very 
strong.  6.  Slept  a  little  while 
sitting  up. 

Thursday,  Dec.  2d.  On  remov- 
ing poultice,  cuticle  found  to  be 
sepai'ated  and  hanging  loosely 
about  the  finger.  On  first  bone 
of  midille  finger,  a  well  marked 
line  of  separation  was  formed  by 
a  sulcus  running  transversely  on 
back  of  finger  and  obliquely  on 
the  inside  to  palm  of  hand,  leaving 
the  muscles  covering  the  two  pos- 
terior thirds  of  the  back  part  of 
this  bone.  The  parts  under  cu- 
ticle, and  covering  the  second  and 
third  bones  of  finger,  were  of  a 
dark  color,  and  in  appearance  had 
lost  their  vitality.  Prescribed 
for  as  follows  : — Bathe  the  finger 
in  hot  alcohol  every  three  hours. 
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Apply   a  poultice  half  yeast,  and  puratiiig    freely    in    deep    seated 

the  other  half  Indian  meal.    White  parts  and  discharging  itself  throuoh 

bread  and   milk  poultice  to  hand,  orifices   near  the   middle   finger  ; 

Take  cinchona   and  wine    freely  finger  not  altered  in  appearance  ; 

if  borne  well.  numb  ;    line   of  separation    made 

At  10  o'clock,  A.M.  alcohol  evident.  Two  dejections  from 
and  poultices  were  applied.  Took  rhubarb,  pretty  free;  appetite 
cinchona  pulv.  3j.,  two  table  good.  Took  colfee  for  i)reakfast, 
spoonfuls  of  wine,  and  water  q.  s.  beef  steak  at  dinner,  and  tea  at 
At  1,  P.M.  alcohol  reapplied,  night;  at  11  o'clock,  went  out  into 
Half  past  1.  Took  a  tea-cupful  of  the  open  air  and  walked  a  few 
beef  tea.  Wine  and  cinchona  be-  rods  ;  slept  well  in  night, 
ing  borne  well,  they  w.ere  used  Sunday,  Dec.  6th.  Hand  ^and 
pretty  freely.  Alcohol  and  poul-  finger  much  as  yesterday  ;  appe- 
tices  applied  every  three  hours,  tite  and  strength  increasing.  Took 
9,  P.M.  After  removing  poultices  boiled  chicken  for  dinner.  Finger 
there  was  a  free  discharge  of  pus  bent  up  ;  dark  colored,  and  not 
from  an  orifice  in  the  palm  of  hand  exhibiting  any  properties  of  vita- 
near  middle  finger,  connected  pro-  lily;  cuticle  hangs  loosely  about  it. 
bably  with  a  sinus  between  the  Friday,  Dec.  10th.  Hand  has 
fore  and  middle  finger,  leading  to  continued  suppurating  since  last 
the  back  of  the  joints  of  middle  record  ;  finger  bent  up,  dark  co- 
finger,  as  it  flowed  from  the  ori-  lored,  and  destitute  of  sensation  ; 
fice,  when  pressure  was  made  on  line  of  separation  more  perfect  ; 
the  back  of  the  hand.  Had  arms  flexor  tendon  denuded  near  palm 
and  chest  sponged  with  soap  and  of  hand  ;  suppuration  on  back  of 
water  ;  poultices  renewed  every  hand  stopped  and  orifices  closed 
tliree  hours  during  night.  Slept  up  ;  suppuration  in  palm  of  hand 
tolerably  well  after  12  o'clock.  continues,  but  discharge    is  much 

Friday.  Dec.  3d.  Back  of  hand  less  for  three  or  four  days  past  ; 
suppurating  freely  in  deep  seated  appetite  and  strength  much  in- 
parts,  and  discharging  itself  by  an  creased  ;  general  health  good. 
orifice  on  side  of  middle  finger  Go  into  the  open  air  ad  libitum, 
and  next  to  ring  finger  ;  was  pre-  At  2,  P.M.  finger  amputated, 
scribed  for  as  follows : — Continue  with  metacarpal  bone,  and  parts 
poultices  and  alcohol,  putting  a  brought  together  by  adhesive  plas- 
pledget  of  resin  cerate  around  the  ter.  Hand  painful,  or  rather  a 
finger.  Continue  cinchona  and  burning  sensation  in  it,  during  re- 
wine,  mainder  of  day,  and  through  the 

„    ^.         ,    .               ,    ,   .  night.     Slept  tolerably  after   12 

R.   Tinct.  rhoi   2  ss.  at  bed  tnue.  „vi„,.k 

In  forenoon  took  a  roasted  apple;  Saturday,  Dec.  11th.  Hand 
having  a  pretty  good  appetite,  ate  feels  much  the  same  as  yesterday; 
a  small  piece  of  beef  steak  and  appetite  and  digestion  good;  bow- 
half  a  water  cracker   for  dinner  ;  els  regular. 

in  evening  a  cup  of  tea  and  one  Sunday,  Dec.  12th.  Hand  less 
water  cracker  ;  in  night  slept  painful ;  considerable  discharge  of 
well.  After  12  o'clock,  sweat  bloody  serum  and  purulent  matter; 
profusely  during  sleep.  adhesive  plaster  found  to  be  start- 
Saturday,  Dec.  Ith.    Hand  sup-  ing   up   on    account   of   discharge 
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from  parts.  At  2,  P.M.  dressings 
removed  ;  flap  partly  united  by 
first  intention,  but  next  to  palm 
of  hand  there  is  a  considerable 
cavity  through  which  sanious  pus 
is  discharged,  from  deep  seated 
parts  of  the  palm  of  hand.  There 
was  a  pretty  free  suppuration  at 
this  part  before  amputation. 

Monday,  Dec.  13th.  Hand 
painful  in  afternoon  and  in  night  ; 
did  not  sleep  until  3  o'clock.  Hand 
dressed  in  morning.  Suppuration 
pretty  free  from  palm  of  hand  ; 
considerably  swollen  at  point  of 
amputation. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  14th.  Hand  free 
from  pain  ;  general  health  good  ; 
bowels  well. 

Wednesday,  15th.  Hand  some- 
what painful  in  morning  ;  dressed; 
cavity  nearly  closed;  at  11  o'clock 
became  very  painful;  seat  of  pain 
apparently  at  the  end  of  metacar- 
pal bone  of  finger  amputated,  ex- 
tending to  back  of  hand  and  meta- 
carpal bone  of  ring  finger  ;  on  ex- 
amination, back  of  hand  found  to 
be  red  and  considerably  swollen  ; 
pain  continuing  pretty  severe  at 
2,  P.M.  ;  hand  examined  by  Dr. 
Warren,  who  ordered  dressings  to 
be  removed  and  poultice  to  be 
applied.  Quarter  past  2,  applied 
pretty  large  poultice  to  back  and 
palm  of  hand  ;  pain  somewhat  mi- 
tigated by  them;  poultices  renew- 
ed at  6,  P.M.  ;  pain  in  hand  much 
the  same  ;  pain  extending  to  the 
arm  ;  glands  in  axilla  swollen  and 
painful.  Poultices  renewed  at 
10  o'clock  in  evening  ;  shortly  af- 
ter pain  subsided  ;  slept  well. 

Thursday,  16th.  Poultices  re- 
newed; no  pain;  swelling  and  red- 
ness diminished  ;  appetite  good  ; 
bowels  well  ;  during  day,  hand 
mostly  free  from  pain  ;  occasion- 
ally   pain    darting    up    the    arm  ; 


swelling  in  axilla  not  gone  ;  not 
painful,  however. 

Saturday,  18th.  Hand  easy. 
Poultice  discontinued;  parts  dress- 
ed with  simple  cerate. 


II. 

Of  After- Floodings^  and  their 
Treatment. — From  Lectures  de- 
livered at  Guy^s  Hospital^ 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

After-Fioodings. 

Br  after-tloodings,  Gentlemen, 
you  are  to  understand,  those  dis- 
charges of  blood  which  lake  place 
subsequently  to  the  expulsion  of 
the  child,  before  or  after  the  birth 
of  the  placenta.  And  as  these 
floodings  difier  a  good  deal  with 
respect  to  their  circumstances,  I 
propose  to  devote  this  Lecture 
to  the  consideration  of  their  seve- 
ral varieties. 

After  the  birth  of  the  child,  we 
sometimes  meet  with  large  dis- 
charges of  blood  from  the  uterus  ; 
and  these  discharges  may  either 
be  produced  by  the  presence  ofa 
portion  of  the  placenta,  which  has 
been  left  behind  in  the  womb  un- 
perceived  by  the  accoucheur,  or, 
without  such  retention  of  the  pla- 
centa, they  may  now  and  then  be 
occasioned  by  the  lodgment  of  a 
clot  of  blood.  That  a  part  of  the 
placenta  is  retained,  we  may  sus- 
pect, if  pains  like  those  of  labor 
occur — if,  too,  the  discharges  from 
the  womb  are  foetid,  and  if  the 
bleeding  have  slopped  and  made 
its  appearance  again,  perhaps 
some  three  or  four  days  after  de- 
livery; and  this  suspicion  once  ex- 
cited, provided  circumstances  re- 
quire, an  examination  may  be 
made,  when,  if  there  is  anything 
in  the  uterus,  it  will  most  proba- 
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bly  be  found  lying  in  the  mouth  of  the  patient  immediately  after  the 
the  womb.  The  treatment  of  birth  of  the  child,  but  occur,  per- 
these  cases  may  be  dismissed  in  haps,  an  hour  or  two  after  the 
few  words.  So  long  as  the  symp-  expulsion  both  of  the  foetus  and 
toras  are  not  pressing  and  danger-  its  placenta.  It  appears,  too, 
ous,  and  they  generally  are  not  in  that  there  is  a  tendency  to  a  re- 
cases  of  this  kind,  so  long  it  is  not  petition  of  these  floodings  in  sub- 
necessary  that  the  practitioner  sequent  labors  ;  so  that  if  a  wo- 
should  manually  interfere.  The  man  have  had  an  attack  of  this 
various  remedies  prescribed  on  a  kind  after  one  delivery,  in  her 
former  occasion,  may,  if  you  future  labors  she  ought  to  be 
please,  be  tried  ;  and,  among  oth-  watched  for  an  hour  or  two,  with 
ers,  the  ergot,  or  you  may  throw  more  than  ordinary  care, 
saline  injections,  or  cold  water,  A  more  common,  a  more  im- 
into  the  rectum,  or  other  means  portant,  perhaps,  I  may  say,  a 
may  be  used  to  urge  the  contrac-  more  fatal  variety  of  these  erup- 
tion of  the  womb.  But  should  tions,  is  of  a  third  kind,  distin- 
ihe  bleeding  become  obstinate,  guished  by  a  title  familiar  to  most 
so  as  to  place  the  life  of  the  pa-  obstetric  ears  ;  I  mean  that  of  iw- 
tient  in  danger,  you  would  then  ternal  bleeding.  Now  in  these 
be  justified  in  throwing  astringent  haemorrhages,  a  clot  of  blood 
fluids  into  the  uterus  ;  a  drachm  forms  over  the  neck  of  t!ie  womb, 
of  alum,  for  example,  being  dis-  and  the  haemorrhagy  proceeding, 
solved  for  this  purpose  in  a  quart  the  blood  accumulates  unobserv- 
of  water  ;  or  if  there  was  any  ed  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
substance  in  the  uterine  cavity.  To  this  case,  on  account  of  its 
you  might  find  it  necessary  to  put  importance,  I  have  already  had 
your  hand  into  the  vagina,  your  constant  occasion  to  advert.  A 
fingers  into  the  uterus,  so  as  to  pint  or  two  may,  in  this  manner, 
bring  away  that  substance,  by  the  accumulate  in  the  cavity  of  the 
removal  of  which,  in  many  in-  uterus.  Occasionally,  too,  we 
stances,  the  haemorrhage  would  meet  with  a  variety  of  after- 
become  promptly  arrested.  Again,  flooding,  though  different  in  pa- 
in women  of  a  peculiar  constitu-  thology,  yet  analogous  in  practice; 
tion  you  sotnetimes  meet  with  an  I  mean  a  concealed  hajmorrhage 
after-flooding  of  a  very  different  in  the  bed.  A  uoman  lying  in  the 
kind,  described  by  my  valued  pre-  centre  of  a  large  bed,  two  or  three 
decessor.  Dr.  Haighton,  but  which  pints  of  blood  accumulate  about 
I  have  never  hitherto  seen  myself ;  her,  forming  a  sort  of  pool  there; 
whence  I  presume,  that  it  is  not  the  patient,  perhaps,  being  so  en- 
of  very  common  occurrence.  In  feebled,  that  she  does  not  direct 
these  cases,  a  sudden  pain  is  felt  your  attention  to  it,  and  seems, 
in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  with  sometimes,  to  overlook  it  herself, 
concurrent  vomiting  and  flooding  ;  In  either  case,  dissolution  has 
soon  it  ceases,  then  recurs,  and  been  the  consequence,  I  may  say 
this,  too,  repeatedly,  till  the  wo-  repeatedly.  The  accoucheur  is, 
man,  at  length,  loses  so  much  perhaps,  in  a  room  adjoining  that 
blood,  that  her  life  is  endangered,  of  the  patient  ;  he  is  suddenly 
or  perhaps  she  perishes.  These  summoned  to  her  apartment,  and, 
bleedings  do  not,  in  general,  assail  on  reaching  the  bed-side,  he  finds 


680  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

her  dying,  or  dead  ;  for,  on  such  ill  sustains  the  loss  of  blood,  or  if 

occasions,  women  are  sometimes  the  discharge  be  very  great,  then 

very  suddenly  hurried  from  us.  the  woman  may  die  ;  and  she  may 

When  blood  accumulates  in  the  either  die  suddenly,  say  in  a  few 
bed,  this  is  readily  detected  by  minutes,  or,  which  is  more  fre- 
raising  the  coverings.  If  the  blood  quent,  she  may  live  for  one,  two, 
collect  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  or  three  hours  after  the  first  large 
this  also  may  be  easily  ascertained  eruption  of  blood,  so  that  you  have 
by  examination.  Laying  tbe  hand  an  opportunity  of  performing  the 
upon  the  uterus  externally  above  operation  of  transfusion, 
the  symphysis  pubis,  instead  of  Those  hasmorrhages,  ♦let  me 
finding  thp  womb  round,  hard,  and  add,  usually  supervene  within 
not  bigger  than  the  head  of  tbe  about  twenty  or  thirty  minutes 
foetus,  you  feel  it,  perhaps,  large  after  the  delivery  of  the  child  ; 
as  tbe  adult  head,  yielding  under  so  that,  as  some  one  has  remark- 
pressure,  and,  not  without  gur-  ed  judiciously  enough,  they  occur 
gling,  it  discharges  large  quantities  not  unfrequently  about  the  time 
of  blood,  Hiiid  or  coagulated.  when  the  accoucheur  is  washing 

Of  all  tbe  after-tloodiiigs,  how-  his  hands,   being   on   the    eve   of 
ever,  by  far  the  most  common  is  quitting  the  a])artment  of  the  pa- 
the  ex/crwaZ  bleeding.    Sometimes  tient,   pleased   to   think  that   his 
preceding,   sometimes   following,  duties  are  completed, 
sometimes  accompanying,  the  ab- 
straction of  tbe  placenta.      Large  ^/  '^'^  Treatment  of  After-Flood- 
quantities   of  blood   may    be  dis-  tugs. 
charged.     If  the  woman  lie   near        In  a  view  to  their  management, 
to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  you  hear,  various    as    these    floodings    are, 
or  see  the   blood  as  it  pours  upon  they  may   be  commodiously  divid- 
the  floor.     This  gushing  is  follow-  ed  into  two  kinds  ;  those,  I  mean, 
ed    by    asphyxia,    or   a   state    ap-  in  \vhich  the  discharge  is  sparing, 
preaching  it  ;  and   from  that  time  and  tliose  in  which  the  eruption  of 
onward,    frequently    there    is    no  blood  is  at  once  abundant  and  dan- 
further  gush,  but  merely  a  drain-  gerous. 

ing — a  few  ounces  of  blood  com-        If  you   are  called   to  a  case  in 

ing  slowly  away.     In  these  cases  which,  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 

generally,  if  the  woman  have  not  a   great   deal   of  blood  has    been 

lost  much  blood,  she  rallies  in  the  discharged     from     the     uterus — 

course  of  four  or  five  hours,  some-  should    asphyxia     threaten,    and 

times    very    rapidly.     Sitting   at  should   the    bleeding  be  arrested 

the    bed-side,    doubtful    whether  — in    conformity   with   principles 

the   patient   will   recover   or  not,  already  frequently   enforced,  be- 

you  fnid  her  rising  and  sinking,  to  ware  of  manual   interference.      I 

rise    and    sink    again   repeatedly,  have  observed  already  more  than 

still,    upon    the     whole,     gaining  once,  and,   in  consequence  of  its 

ground  on  her  complaint  ;   so  that  importance,   I    reiterate   the    re- 

at  the  end  of  four  or  six  hours,  you  mark,  that  whenever  women   are 

have  the  satisfaction  to  pronounce  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb,  in  con- 

her  to  be,  in   great    measure,  se-  sequence  of  large  losses  of  blood, 

cure    from    danger.     But    if   the  to  disturb  the  genitals,  unless  with 

constitution  be  of  that  kind  which  the  utmost  caution,  is  always  more 
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or  less  dangerous  ;  for  in  conse-  there  be  an  inexorable  need,  for 
quence  of  this  disturbance  the  lacerations  may  now  aud  then  oc- 
bleeding  may  be  renewed,  and  cur.  There  are  others,  again, 
asphyxia  may  ensue,  and  death,  who  tiiink  they  can  secure  the 
If,  however,  the  system  have  re-  contraction  of  the  womb  by  bind- 
covered  some  share  of  vigor,  and  ing  the  abdomen  ;  a  practice  by 
the  Hooding  show  a  disposition  to  no  means  to  be  despised.  They 
return  ;  or  if,  as  not  unfrequently  put  a  broad  bandage  round  the 
happens,  you  are  called  to  flood-  abdomen,  interposing  a  pillow  be- 
ings in  which,  though  the  discharge  tween  the  abdomen  and  the  band- 
have  been  copious,  still  on  exa-  age  ;  then,  drawing  the  bandage 
mining  the  patient  you  feel  satis-  as  tight  as  may  be,  so  as  to  occa- 
fied  nevertheless  that  there  is  no  sion  a  pressure  on  the  abdomeji  in 
immediate  danger,  manual  assist-  front,  they  endeavor,  in  that  man- 
ance  then  becomes  proper  enough;  ner,  to  prevent  the  enlargement 
and  one  of  the  first  measures  to  be  of  the  womb,  and,  in  so  doing, 
taken  is,  that  of  endeavoring  to  they  at  least  prevent  an  accumu- 
secure  the  contraction  of  the  ute-  Jation  of  blood  there.  In  the  very 
rus.  When  explaining  the  nature  beginning  of  the  labor,  this  band- 
of  floodings,  I  observed  to  you,  age  may  be  applied,  and  if  this 
that  the  principal  mean  which  precaution  have  been  taken,  it 
nature  employs  to  arrest  the  dis-  will  be  easy,  without  disturbance, 
charge  of  blood  from  the  uterus  to  draw  it  tighter  after  the  birth 
is,  the  contraction  of  those  mus-  of  the  foetus  ;  and  this  practice  is 
cular  fibres  which  enter  so  large-  not  to  be  neglected.  To  mere 
ly  into  its  composition.  The  womb  bandaging,  however,  you  ought 
contracted,  its  muscular  fibres  are  not  to  confide.  On  tightening  the 
shortened;  they  press  upon  all  the  bandage,  be  not  forgetful,  loo,  to 
bloodvessels  which  are  disposed  interpose  tiie  hand,  and,  grasping 
and  buried  among  them,  and  under  the  uterus,  (to  be  felt  through  the 
this  contraction  they  close  up  the  abdominal  coverings.)  compress, 
vascular  orifices  which  open  upon  shampoo  it  lightly,  and  roll  the 
the  uterine  surface,  much  in  the  hand  over  its  surface,  careful  in 
same  manner  as  if  they  were  tied  so  doing  not  to  occasion  much  pain, 
by  so  many  ligatures.  Hence,  Distinguishing  the  womb  in  this 
then,  in  after-floodings,  though  not  manner  through  the  coverings  of 
negligent  of  other  practices,  we  the  abdomen,  grasping  it,  sham- 
ought  to  give  our  main  attention  pooing  it,  and  rolling  the  hand 
to  this  contraction  of  the  womb,  over  its  surface,  you  may,  I  con- 
the  best  security  against  a  further  ceive,  in  general,  stimulate  its 
discharge.  To  excite  the  uterine  contractions  as  effectually,  and 
contractions,  by  some  we  are  ad-  much  more  safely,  than  if  you 
vised  to  carry  the  hand  into  the  were  to  introduce  your  hand  into 
cavity   of  the  uterus,   moving   it  its  cavity. 

about  there  ;  an  operation  which.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark 

I  believe,  requires  to  be  perform-  here,  that  in   flooding  cases,    and 

ed  but  rarely  ;  an  operation,  also,  indeed  after   all  deliveries,  there 

to  which  I  am  exceedingly  averse,  are  diflferent  states  in    which    the 

being   always  unwilling   to   carry  womb    may    be   felt,   and    which 

the  hand   into  the  uterus   unless  states    I    formerly    described    to 
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you.  In  laying  the  hand  upon  the 
abdominal  coverings,  endeavoring 
to  fee!  and  grasp  the  uterus,  you 
will  sometimes  find  it  nearly  as 
large  as  the  adult  head  :  a  proof 
that  it  is  uncontracted,  and  a  pre- 
sumption that  blood  may  be  accu- 
muluted  in  its  cavity.  In  other 
and  more  frequent  cases,  on 
grasping  the  womb,  you  find  it 
small,  not  much  larger  than  the 
head  of  a  foetus  ;  but,  though  con- 
tracted, it  feels  soft  and  pulpy, 
yielding  readily  to  pressure.  In 
other  cases,  again,  especially 
Avhere  the  haemorrhage  has  been 
arrested,  the  womb,  thoroughly 
contracted,  feels  at  the  same  time, 
round  and  firm,  and  hard  as  the 
foetal  head,  and  this,  too,  per- 
manently ;  under  which  condition 
of  the  uterus,  the  patient  in  gene- 
ral is  thenceforward  secure  against 
any  dangerous  eruption  of  blood. 
There  is,  too,  a  fourth,  a  sort  of 
in.termediate  condition,  in  which 
you  may  sometimes  observe  the 
womb  ;  at  one  moment  it  feels 
contracted  and  hard,  at  another 
very  soft  and  yielding,  and  perhaps 
enlarged,  the  contraction  of  the 
womb  being  not  permanent  but 
temporary  only,  the  muscular  ac- 
tions occurring,  perhaps,  more 
especially  when  cold  is  applied, 
or  when  the  hand  is  rolled  over 
the  uterine  surface.  Now,  of  all 
these  conditions,  the  two  latter 
only  secure  the  patient  against 
further  bleedings,  and  moie  es- 
pecially that  condition  in  which 
the  uterine  contraction  is  perma- 
nent. If  you  find  the  womb  tho- 
roughly contracted,  round  and 
hard,  then,  provided  it  perma- 
nently remain  so,  flooding  will 
rarely,  if  ever,  ensue  ;  if,  more- 
over, you  find  it  round  and  hard, 
yet  occasionally  softening,  in  ge- 
neral the  patient  is  secure,  though 


not  so  certainly  as  when  the  ute- 
rus is  in  the  other  condition.  If 
the  womb  be  contracted,  but  per- 
manently soft  and  pulpy,  or  if  you 
find  it  uncontracted  altogether  un- 
der these  circumstances,  there  is 
great  danger  lest  the  flooding 
should  be  renewed,  and  of  course 
the  patient  remains  insecure. 
But  to  proceed. 

The  management  of  the  placen- 
ta is  of  the  first  importance  in  af- 
ter-floodings,  and  the  following 
rules  relating  to  this  point  are  not 
without  their  use  : — In  after- 
floodings,  if  the  placenta  have  been 
removed^  you  ought  by  all  means 
to  ascertain  whether  the  placenta 
have  been  taken  away  ;  and,  fur- 
ther, whether,  in  this  abstraction 
of  the  placenta,  the  womb  have 
not  been  inverted.  It  sometimes 
happens,  in  the  hurry  and  tumult 
of  a  flooding,  that,  in  drawing  down 
the  j)lacenta,  the  practitioner 
draws  down  the  womb  too,  invert- 
ing it  the  more  readily  because, 
perhaps,  it  is  relaxed  and  para- 
lysed by  the  eruption  of  the  blood. 
Now  should  you  draw  forth  the 
uterus  beyond  the  external  parts, 
so  that  it  lies  between  the  limbs  ; 
the  inversion  can  scarcely  be 
overlooked;  but  if,  in  consequence 
of  the  inversion,  the  womb  have 
been  drawn  down  into  the  vagina 
merely,  the  inversion  may  then 
remain  unnoticed  ;  and,  in  this 
way,  bleedings  may  be  sustained, 
the  cause  being  unknown  :  a  case 
of  this  kind  has  been  recorded  by 
Denman. 

In  the  hurry  and  tumult  of  a 
flooding,  when  abstracting  the 
placenta,  you  may  bring  away  a 
part  only,  leaving,  unawares,  in 
the  uterus,  one  half,  one  third,  or 
a  still  smaller  portion  ;  of  which 
accident  I  have  myself  seen  seve- 
ral instances.      Now,   retentions 
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of  this  kind  give  rise  sometimes  times  called  to  cases,  in  which 
to  floodin£;s,  and  this  too  not  only  the  bleeding  has  occurred  after 
when  the  larger  portions  are  re-  the  birth  of  the  foetus,  //le  p/acenfa 
tained,  but  the  smaller  also  ;  and  still  remaining  in  the  cavity  of  the 
I  strongly  suspect,  that  much  in-  uterus.  Now,  in  these  cases,  if 
convenience  may  be  now  and  then  the  woman  be  lying  in  a  state  ap- 
occasioned  by  portions  of  the  pla-  proaching  to  asphyxia,  the  flood- 
centa  not  larger  than  the  hand  of  ing  being  arrested,  it  is  unwise  to 
a  new-born  infant  ;  so  that  in  those  interfere  manually;  but  if  the 
floodings  which  occur  after  the  case  is  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and 
placenta  has  been  removed,  it  though  the  flooding  be  copious, 
becomes  of  no  small  importance  the  symptoms  are  not  very  press- 
to  ascertain,  whether  or  not  the  ing,  the  received  practice  seejns, 
whole  have  been  abstracted.  on  the  whole,  to  be   a   good   one, 

That  no  portion  of  the  placenta  and  the  sooner  you  remove  the 
is  left  behind,  you  may  ascertain,  placenta,  the  sooner  the  womb 
by  taking  the  placenta  which  has  will  contract,  and  the  sooner  the 
been  removed,  laying  it  out  upon  haemorrhage  may  be  expected  to 
a  napkin,  and  carefully  ascertain-  cease.  With  respect  to  the  man- 
ing  whether  its  structure  be  en-  agement  of  the  placenta,  there- 
tire.  Doing  this,  if  one  part  of  fore,  our  practice  may  be  com- 
the  placenta  is  absent,  you  easily  piised  in  few  words.  In  the  gene- 
discover  it  ;  and  if  the  whole  be  ral,  where  there  is  flooding  after 
there,  you  see  it  at  once.  When  delivery,  we  remove  the  placen- 
inversion  of  the  uterus  is  suspect-  ta  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  leaving  it 
ed,  the  best  mode  of  ascertaining  undisturbed,  where  we  appre- 
this  is,  by  laying  the  hand  above  hend  that  the  woman  might  faint, 
the  sym|)hysis  pubis,  when,  if  you  and  die  under  renewal  of  the 
can  feel  and  grasp  the  uterus  in  bleeding.  But  if  the  placenta 
its  natural  situation,  it  follo\vs  that  have  been  abstracted  already, 
no  inversion  has  taken  place  ;  but  before  the  case  comes  under  our 
should  you  not  discover  the  uterus  care,  then  we  are  anxious  to  satis- 
above  the  pubes,  or,  on  examining  fy  ourselves  that  inversion  of  the 
the  vagina,  should  you  find  the  womb  has  not  taken  place,  and 
womb  lying  within,  and  forming  a  that  no  portion  of  the  placenta  has 
tumor,  soft,  round,  and  large  as  been  separated  by  laceration. 
the  foetal  head  ;  or  should  you  find  Under  large  eruptions  of  blood 
the  uterus,  as  before  observed,  from  the  uterus,  the  woman  lying 
lying  forth  between  the  limbs,  the  in  a  stale  approaching  to  asphyxia, 
inversion  becomes  evident  enough,  cold  in  all  her  members,  refrige- 
Polypus,  or  efflorescent  excres-  rating  applications  to  the  central 
cence,  must  not  be  confounded  parts  are  scarcely  requisite  ; 
with  inversion  of  the  uterus  ;  the  though,  in  conformity  with  popular 
sudden  apjiearance,  however,  of  feeling,  and  the  prepossessions  of 
these,  after  delivery,  is  rare,  friends,  napkins  moistened  with 
When  inversion  is  detected,  the  vinegar  and  water,  or  water  sira- 
sooner  the  womb  is  reduced  the  ply,  may  be  administered  in  a  man- 
better  ;  but,  of  this  we  may  treat  ner  formerly  recomtnended.  But 
hereafter.  if,  under  a  coutinuance  of  the  af- 

In  after-floodings  we  are  some-  ter-floodings,  the  surface  is  warm, 
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the  pulse  distinct,  and  the  vascu- 
lar action  lively — a  condition  of 
the  patient  by  no  means  common 
in  these  cases — then  the  ordinary 
refiigerating  applications  become 
proper  enough,  and  ought  to  be 
used  with  diligence  and  effect. 
For  this  purpose,  procure  a  large 
body  of  very  cold  water,  adding 
to  it  a  pint  or  two  of  vinegar  ; 
then,  folding  a  napkin,  so  as  to 
form  a  surface  large  enough  to 
cover  the  central  parts  in  front, 
or  posteriorly,  either  besprinkle 
it  plentifully  with  the  fluid,  or 
drench  it,  afterwards  wringing  It 
partially  dry.  The  napkin  thus 
prepared,  lay  it  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen  ;  and,  having  done 
this,  apply  another  napkin  in  the 
same  manner  to  (he  loins,  chang- 
ing those  napkins  as  often  as  the 
surface  acquires  warmth,  every 
two  or  three  minutes  for  exam- 
ple, or  oftener,  as  may  be  re- 
quired. In  very  warm  weather, 
and  in  warm  climates,  even  ice 
when  accessible  has  been  recom- 
mended, but  of  this  I  have  no  ex- 
perience. Cold  water  may  be 
injected  into  the  rectum,  and  I 
know  not  that  any  ill  eifects  would 
result  from  this  practice,  well 
calculated  to  excite  contraction 
of  the  uterus.  I  have  seen  some 
of  my  obstetric  friends  dash  a  cuj) 
full  of  water  over  the  abdomen  ; 
while  others  have  taken  the  hearth 
brush,  always  at  hand,  and  clipping 
it  into  the  refrigerating  mixture, 
they  have  showered  the  water 
upon  the  abdominal  surface,  by 
means  of  this  homely  instrument. 
Bladders  of  cold  water  are  some- 
times placed  under  the  axilla. 
Ice  has  been  introduced  into  the 
vagina,  not,  however,  without  the 
risk  of  freezing  and  mortidcation; 
and,  certainly,  by  these  or  other 
means,   a  strong   impression  may 


be  made  upon  the  system,  and  so 
far,  therefore,  they  properly  re- 
commend themselves  to  our  at- 
tention ;  but,  for  general  use,  the 
most  convenient  method  of  refri- 
geration is  by  means  of  the  nap- 
kin, as  before  stated  ;  and,  if  you 
wish  to  produce  a  sudden  and 
brisk  impression  on  the  body,  af- 
ter refrigerating  the  napkins,  you 
may  throw  ihem  promptly  upon 
the  parts  in  front  or  posteriorly. 
That  the  application  of  cold  assists 
in  suppressing  the  hasmorrhage, 
seems  to  be  proved  by  expe- 
rience ;  and,  without  refining  in 
our  speculations,  the  fact  alone  is 
suflicient  to  evince  the  fitness  of 
the  practice  under  the  conditions 
before  laid  down.  Should  you 
ask  me  to  explain  the  manner  in 
which  the  application  of  cold 
proves  effectual  in  sup])ressing  the 
bleeding,  I  should  reply,  that  it 
operates  most  probably  in  two 
modes  ;  first,  by  lowering  the  ac- 
tion of  the  vascular  system,  as 
we  all  know  that  cold  will  do  ; 
secondly,  by  prodi\cing  a  sudden 
impression  on  the  skin,  which 
seems,  by  sympathy,  to  occasion 
a  contraction  of  the  uterus  ;  for, 
I  think,  I  have  myself  observed, 
when  a  wet  handkerchief  has 
been  suddenly  applied  to  the  low- 
er parts  of  the  abdomen,  that, 
immediately  afterwards,  on  plac- 
ing (he  hand  beneath  the  handker- 
chief, the  womb,  soft  before, 
might  be  felt  round  and  firm  and 
hard,  as  if  a  protnpt  contraction 
had  been  produced  by  the  sudden 
refrigeration. 

In  large  bleedings,  after  the 
birth  of  the  child,  you  will  find 
your  patient  generally  more  or 
less  prone  to  faintness  and  as- 
phyxia, and  as  the  management  of 
these  symptoms  will  occasion  you 
no  small  share  of  solicitude,  you 
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had  better  study  them  before  you 
are  called  upon  to  act.  Now,  in 
these  cases,  unless  immediate 
death  threaten,  you  need  not  be  in 
great  haste  to  resuscitate  the  pa- 
tient ;  for  you  all,  I  presume,  by 
this  time,  are  aware,  that  when 
the  vascular  action  is  depressed, 
the  blood  has  a  greater  tendency 
to  coagulate,  and  close  up  the 
bleeding  oritices  ;  that  under  this 
lowered  action,  there  will  be  a 
smaller  chance  of  the  detachment 
of  the  obstructive  clots  ;  that  a 
small  quantity  of  blood  flowing 
through  the  uterus  in  a  given  time, 
even  though  the  orifices  of  the 
vessels  remain  open,  only  a  small 
discharge  may  take  place  ;  and, 
on  all  these  accounts,  therefore, 
that  syncope,  wisely  intended  by 
nature  to  put  a  stop  to  the  bleed- 
ing, ought  not  to  be  interru|)ted. 
In  the  very  first  case  of  this  kind 
which  may  fall  under  your  care, 
alarmed  by  the  collapse,  you  will 
feel  a  disposition  to  stimulate  your 
patient,  but  against  this  error  I 
forewarn  you  ;  as  long  as  the  faint- 
ness  is  not  dangerous,  so  long  let 
it  continue  ;  and,  in  the  general, 
in  these  cases,  the  syncope  is  ra- 
ther alarming  than  dangerous. 
On  the  other  hand,  however,  if 
the  collapse  produced  by  the  in- 
anition is  extreme,  and  if  there  is 
danger  lest  the  syncope,  charac- 
terised by  symptoms  formeily 
enumerated,  should  terminate  in 
asphyxia  and  death,  it  then  be- 
comes necessary  by  stimulus,  or 
other  means,  to  sustain  the  vascu- 
lar action.  For  this  purpose,  as 
I  have  told  you  already,  the  do- 
mestic stimulus  is  perhaps  the 
best  ;  and  spirit  (rum,  brandy,  or 
geneva,)  may  be  given  in  quan- 
tities of  two  or  three  table-spoon- 
fuls at  once,  pure,  or  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  water  every  ten 


or  twenty  minutes,  according  to 
the  effect  it  aiay  produce.  That 
the  spirit  is  in  action  we  know,  if 
the  patient  become  garrulous  and 
intoxicated  ;  that  it  excites  the 
vascular  system  we  know,  if  the 
pulse  rises  ;  and,  in  all  cases,  if 
you  find  the  spirit  in  operation,  so 
that  the  asphyxia  gradually  yields, 
the  further  administration  of  it 
may  be  suspended.  It  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  effect  produced,,  (re- 
member,) that  this  stimulus  must 
be  given.  If  you  give  merely  a 
few  table-spoonfuls,  in  this  condi- 
tion of  the  system,  you  will  find 
that  it  produces  but  little  effect  ; 
the  stomach  is  half  dead,  and  mo- 
derate doses  of  stimulus  are  of  lit- 
tle avail.  As  observed  in  a  former 
lecture,  I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  give  half  a  pint  of  spirit,  and 
even  more  ;  and  this  too,  to  young 
girls,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
hours,  the  tendency  to  asphyxia 
being  very  strong.  While  admi- 
nistering this,  you  will  put  your 
patient  in  a  position  fitted,  as  far 
as  may  be,  to  prevent  the  asphyx- 
ia, with  the  head  depressed,  and 
the  limbs  raised  by  means  of  pil- 
lows. The  patient,  however, 
must  on  00  account  be  stirred 
much,  to  obtain  this  position  ;  but 
if,  by  chance,  she  is  lying  near  to 
the  side  of  the  bed,  let  the  head 
fall  down  over  the  edge,  and  gen- 
tly raise  the  lower  limbs,  so  as 
to  keep  the  blood  as  much  as  may 
be  about  the  brain  ;  for,  while  the 
blood  circulates  there,  asphyxia, 
I  conceive,  cannot  occur.  Nor, 
while  treating  of  the  means  for 
preventing  asphyxia,  must  I  for- 
get to  mention,  that  nourishment 
should  be  given,  though  there  is 
little  hope  of  its  being  well  di- 
gested. Beef  tea,  bread  and 
milk,  preparations  of  eggs,  et  id 
genus  o)nne,  to  the  amount  of  half 
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a  pint,  may  be  administered  ;  and 
of  these,  eggs  and  bread  and  milk 
have  the  advantage  of  being  very 
readily  prepared.  If  the  patient 
is  obviously  sinking,  I  have  told 
you  already,  that  the  principal 
remaining  remedy  is  transfusion. 

(To  be  continued.) 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Case  of  Galactorrhcea  and  Anoma- 
lous JMenslruation. 

A  FEMALE,  who,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  tendency  of  the 
blood  towards  the  head,  had  al- 
ways enjoyed  good  healtli,  mar- 
ried in  her  fouitecnth  year  ;  the 
menses  appeared  a  year  after- 
wards, and  returned  regularly, 
but  were  always  accompanied  by 
violent  pains  in  the  belly.  In 
her  sixteenth  year,  she  became 
pregnant  ;  the  menses,  however, 
continued  until  after  the  second 
month,  when  they  ceased  ;  but, 
in  the  seventh  month,  reappear- 
ed. Her  labor  was  very  easy, 
and  there  was  an  abiuidant  se- 
cretion of  milk.  Two  months 
after  delivery,  she  again  men- 
struated ;  at  this  time  she  was 
attacked  with  illness,  induced  by 
violent  mental  emotion,  from 
which  she  recovered  after  the 
occurrence  of  bleeding  from  the 
nails  and  the  gums.  During 
this  illness,  Jiowever,  she  suck- 
led the  child,  and  continued  to 
do  so  for  two  years,  during 
which  time  tiie  menses  flowed 
regularly.  After  she  had  wean- 
ed it,  a  real  galactorrhcea  begun; 
the  breasts  continually  secreted 
milk,  which  was  abimdantly  dis- 
charged by  day  and  night.  Her 
general  health  did  not  seem  to 
be  affected,  and  the  menses  con- 


tinued regular.  In  this  state  she 
remained  for  six  years,  having, 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  her  burden, 
constantly  suckled  several  in- 
fants. A  practitioner,  to  whom 
she  applied  at  this  period,  bled 
her  very  freely  from  the  arms 
and  feet  ;  the  flux  of  the  milk 
was  almost  immediately  arrest- 
ed ;  but,  in  its  stead,  blood  be- 
gan to  be  discharged  from  the 
breasts,  with  violent  })ains  ex- 
tending to  the  shoulder  and 
neck,  and  increasing  if  the  bleed- 
ing only  ceased  for  a  short  time. 
The  blood  was  very  dark-color- 
ed, thin  and  foetid  ;  it  flowed  al- 
most continually,  day  and  night, 
as  the  milk  had  done.  The 
menses,  which  remained  regular, 
had  no  eft'ect  on  its  quality  and 
quantity,  and  her  general  health 
was  unimpaired. 

When  Dr.  Jacobson,  who  re- 
lates the  case,  saw  the  p;itient, 
she  looked  veiy  healthy,  and 
even  plethoric  ;  the  breasts  had, 
since  the  time  when  the  galac- 
torrhcea ceased,  considerably  di- 
minished in  size  ;  they  were  soft, 
and  without  any  sign  of  inflam- 
mation, but  so  extremely  sensi- 
ble, that  they  could  hardly  bear 
the  pressure  of  the  clothes  ;  the 
nipples  were  well  formed  and 
indolent  ;  the  quantity  of  blood 
discharged  daily  was  from  three 
to  eight  drachms  ;  it  coidd  not 
be  squeezed  out  of  the  mammae, 
the  pains  in  which  were  almost 
intolerable,  and,  whenever  the 
discharge  of  the  blood  ceased, 
or  the  weather  changed,  increas- 
ed to  such  a  degree,  as  totally  to 
deprive  the  patient  of  rest  ;  the 
pulse  was  slow  and  soft,  the  skin 
dry,  and  the  bowels  regular. 
Menstruation,  which  had  always 
regularly  appeared,  having  now, 
for  the  first  time,  failed  to  do  so. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


687 


violent  congestions  in  the  head 
ensued,  followed  by  hsemoptiie 
and  haematemesis,  with  vertigo, 
and  painful  tension  in  the  pelvis. 
Coolinff  medicines  relieved  these 


supposition.  But  upon  the  whole  he 
does  not  seem  to  have  made  out  a 
stronger  case  tliaii  might  be  done  for 
the    influenza    which    prevails  occa- 


.  '^        ,     ,     V  1         .  .,..„„„,/.     sionallv  among  us,  and  for  some  oth- 
symptoms,  but   did   not  prevent  -  »      '  •  .     ,  • 

their  recurrence.  Leeches  to  ^r  diseases.  It  was  our  original  in- 
the  labia  pudendi,  and  bleeding  tention  to  have  published  all  ihat  he 
from  the  feet  ;  semicupia  and  has  written  upon  the  subject,  but  we 
foot-baths;  digitalis,  prussic  acid,  are  satisfied  ihat  the  subsequent  de- 
and  aperients,  were  employed  ^^]\^  i„,o  ^vhich  he  enters  would  not 
without  any  effect;  and  not  only    ^^  interesting  to  our  readers. 

during  the  menstrual  period  the  

haematemesis  and  haemoptoe  re- 
gularly continue,  but  they  also 
occur  on  the  least  affection  of 
the  mind.  From  these  haemor- 
rhages, the  patient  always  very 
rapidly  recovers,  and  her  gene 


EXTIRPATION    OF  THE  UTERUS. 
Extirpation    of  the    uterus    seems 
now  to  be  the  most  fashionable  ope- 
ration  in   Great  Britain.     We   have 


lately  recorded  a  successful  case    of 
rai  health  does  not  seem  to  have    this  kind  by  Dr.  Blundell.     The  lat- 


suffered  from  them. 

Saltpetre. 

A    commission,    composed   of 
four  members  of  the  French  Aca- 


est  journals  bring  us  accounts  of  three 
additional  cases.  A  second  by  Dr. 
Blundell;  one  by  Mr.  Banner  of  Li- 
verpool;  and  a  third   by  Mr.  Lizars 


,  •    ,    1     i  .1       1     •         r  oi  Ldinburgh.      1  he  two  nrst  named 

demy,  appointed  at  the  desire  oi  r     ,       r  ,  ,     c  i 

>i       -^       '^  -1  1*1     ^„^i^  cases  were  fatal  :  of  the  result  ot  the 

the  government,  have  lately  made  ' 


an  elaborate  report,  on  the  best 


last  we  are  not  informed.  We  shall 
means  of  producing  saltpetre  on  take  an  opportunity  of  laying  a  his- 
economical  terms  ;  and  more  es-     tory  of  these  cases  before  our  readers, 

pecially  on  the  merit  of  the  arti-  —. 

WEEKLY    KEPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
Ending  Nov.  29,  at  noon. 

Nov,  21.  William  Jennings,  41  yrs. 

22.  Susan  Dill,  2.5 
Hannah  W.  Smith,  19 
Stephen  Higginson,  85 

23.  Merean  March,  6 
Charles  A.  Blake,  7 

24.  Christopher  Clemmens,  32 

25.  Owen  McGirr,  2 
Eunice  Kates,  70 
Dorcas  Stephens,  41 

26.  Lawrence  Condon,  36 
Elisha  Bellamy,  32 

27.  Cornelius  Wh'ite,  76 
Nathaniel  At  wood,  /  26 
George  Rust,  12  mo. 

28.  James  W.  Davis,  3 
Alexander  Y.  Parker,  6  yrs. 
Nathaniel  Pitten,  80 

29.  Prudence  Jones,  28 


ficial  nitrates  formed  from  mate- 
rials containing  neither  animal 
nor  vegetable  matter,  recom- 
mended by  M.  Longchamp. 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DEC.  9,  1828. 

CONTAGIOUS  NATURE  OF  THE 
DENGUE. 

In  the  article  published  the  last  week 
in  this  Journal,  by  Dr.  Stedman,  the 
contagious  nature  of  the  Dengue  fe- 
ver is  asserted.  In  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  same  article,  the  writ- 
er enters  into  a  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances   which  render   his   assertion 


,     ,  ,  ,,  p     \       e  L-   i_  Accidental,  1— consumption,  4— croup,  1 — 

probable.      Many  of   the  tacts  which  coijc,  l_infantile,  1— lung  fever,    l— mortifi- 

he  adduces   are   certainlv   well,  and  f'^^i"".  ^"'Vf '  17%^''"',  '^'r '  *"^."m' 

'       .  known,    3.      Males,   13 — females,   6.       Still- 

perhapsbest  accounted  for  upon  this  bom,!.    Total,  20. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  VVhprf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
■will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6rao. 


ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins Si  Co.  Lectures  on  Anatomy^ 
Surgery,  and  Palhohigy,  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases, — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sepl.  22,  182S. 


ATHENEUM ; 

OR,  SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES. 

TH  K  Atheneum  is  published  on  the  1  st 
and  I5lh  of  every  month,  each  num- 
ber containing  40  pages,  large  octavo.  It 
consists  of  selections  from  the  best  Knglish 
Magazines,  and  is  intended  as  a  Miscella- 
ny (or  all  classes  of  readers.  The  price 
of  the  work,  with  plates  of  the  fash- 
ions, is  six  dollars  a  year  ;  without  them, 
five  dollar?.  Other  plate*  will  occHiif-n- 
aliy  be  given,  and  sent  to  all  the  subscrib- 
ers, without  additional  charge. 

184  Washington  Street,  Boston. 
Nov.  4. 

BENJAMIN  PEKKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
"  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Slelkoscope, 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
by  \V.  N.  PwYLANu,  with  iN'otes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6w. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 

AS   taken    the    Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 


kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White,) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 
On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  ofiered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  Iiai.'itual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  ofi"er 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHNC.  WARREN, 

ZABDIEL  n.  ADAMS,    ).  Committee. 

JOHN   WARE, 


I — 1  -"" 
S,    ^Cc 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  conimunicatiotis  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  tliree  dollars  per  annuni,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

A  Charge  delivered  to  the  Gradu- 
ating Class  of  the  Columbian 
College,  D.  C,  at  the  JMedical 
Commencement,  JMarch  22d, 
1827. 

By  Thomas  Sewall,  M.D.,  Professor 
of  Anatomy  and  Pliysiology. 

CoDimunicatcd  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Gentlemen, — In  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  our  venerable  Pre- 
sident, it  has  become  ray  duty  to 
address  you  upon  the  present  oc- 
casion, on  the  subjec  of  your  mo- 
ral deportment  in  future  life  ;  a 
duty  which  I  cannot  assume  but 
with  diffidence,  as  well  from  the 
delicacy  of  its  nature,  as  from  the 
responsibility  which  it  involves.* 
This  day,  gentlemen,  you  cease 
to  be  the  pupils  of  the  Columbian 

*  .\greeably  to  a  statute  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  College,  at  each  medical 
commencement,  to  deliver  a  charge  to  the 
graduating  class,  upon  the  subject  of  their 
moral  deportment,  while  the  Dean  of  the 

44 


College  ;  but  you  assume  a  rela- 
tion more  important  to  you,  and 
not  less  interesting  to  us,  than  that 
which  you  have  sustained  during 
the  period  of  your  studies.  You 
are  admitted  to  the  high  and  res- 
ponsible station  of  practitioners  of 
medicine,  welcomed  to  full  fel- 
lowship, and  invited  to  participate 
in  its  labors  and  benefits.  You  are 
about  to  receive  from  us  the  high- 
est testimony  of  confidence  which 
the  profession  can  confer.  We 
are  then,  gentlemen,  to  separate, 
and  you  are  to  be  situated  in  dif- 
ferent and  perhaps  in  distant  parts 
of  our  country. 

The  profession  you  have  chosen 
will  place  you  in  a  commanding- 
attitude,  and  give  you  an  iiifiueoce 
in  society  far  beyond  the  sceue  of 
your  personal  labors.  The  res- 
ponsibility you  assume  is  great, 
and  the  duty  arduous  ;    to  sustain 

Medical  Faculty  is  required  to  deliver  an 
address  upon  the  subject  of  their  profes- 
sional conduct.  It  was  in  conformity 
wiih  these  regulations  that  the  following 
address  was  given. 


690 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


them  you  will  require  not  only  an 
accurate  and  extensive  knowledge 
of  the  science  of  medicine,  but 
you  will  need  the  light  of  moral 
principle  to  direct  your  steps  in 
the  various  and  often  perplexing 
circumstances  in  which  you  will 
be  placed.  And  permit  me,  my 
young  friends,  before  I  place  in 
your  hands  the  parchment  roll 
which  you  are  to  bear  away  as 
the  evidence  of  your  attainments 
and  of  our  confidence  inyour  skill — 
before  I  place  upon  you  the  final 
seal  of  approbation,  to  bring  to 
your  view  and  press  upon  your 
consideration,  some  of  those  moral 
duties  which  are  more  particular- 
ly involved  in  the  practice  of  your 
profession. 

1.  Maintain,  gentlemen,  a  sa- 
cred regard  to  Truth. 

Truth  is  the  great  moral  bond 
of  society  ;  it  is  the  very  basis  of 
moral  character,  the  element  of 
which  all  other  virtues  are  only 
modifications. 

"  Early  in  life,"  says  Dr. 
Franklin,  "  I  became  convinced 
that  truth,  in  transactions  between 
man  and  man,  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  happiness  of 
life,  and  I  resolved  from  that  mo- 
ment, and  wrote  the  resolution  in 
my  journal,  to  practise  it  as  long 
as  I  lived.  I  knew  its  value,  and 
made  a  solemn  engagement  wilh 
myself  never  to  depart  from  it." 

It  is  derogatory  to  the  influence 
of  the  profession,  that  the  want  of 
veracity  has  been  alleged,  as  the 
too  frequent  vice  of  medical  men; 
and  it  should  be  equally  mortify- 
ing to  us,  that  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  profession  has  been  urged 
in  extenuation  of  this  despicable 
ofl'ence.  It  is  said  that  the  fre- 
quent necessity  for  concealing 
from  the  patient  or  his  friends  the 


nature  and  danger  of  his  disease, 
furnishes  an  apology  to  the  physi- 
cian for  the  practice  of  prevari- 
cation ;  but  the  intelligent,  the 
honorable  and  highminded  physi- 
cian, will  never  thank  the  world 
for  such  an  apology.  He  needs 
not  resort  to  falsehood  to  shelter 
him  from  the  charge  of  error  or 
the  want  of  skill.  He  desires  not 
to  augment  the  difficulty  of  his 
cases,  or  to  enhance  the  import- 
ance of  his  cures. 

Falsehood  is  the  ofTspring  of  a 
debased  and  grovelling  mind,  and 
is  resorted  to  only  to  cover  igno- 
rance, or  to  conceal  the  workings 
of  a  dishonest  heart ;  and  in  no 
character  does  it  appear  more 
odious  than  in  that  of  the  physi- 
cian. 

"  Of  all  lying,"  says  Dr.  John- 
son, "  I  have  the  greatest  abhor- 
rence of  telling  a  lie  to  a  sick 
man  for  fear  of  alarming  him." 

Although  there  are  many  cases 
in  which  it  is  highly  proper  for 
the  physician  to  encourage  the 
hopes  of  his  patient  and  dissipate 
his  feais,  there  is  no  case  in  which 
it  is  justifiable  to  do  it  at  the  ex- 
pense of  truth. 

To  conceal  from  a  dying  man 
his  situation,  not  only  involves  a 
sacrifice  of  truth,  but  is  a  viola- 
tion of  the  highest  principles  of 
honor  and  justice. 

Maintain,  gentlemen,  in  all  your 
intercourse  with  your  fellow  men, 
a  sacred  regard  to  truth  :  make  it 
your  polar  star,  and  it  shall  prove 
your  grand  moral  beacon  in  every 
situation  of  life. 

Remember  the  favorite  maxim 
of  that  venerable  moralist  and 
philosopher,  William  Fenn.  "  A 
man  of  veracity,"  says  he,  "is  a 
true  man,  a  bold  man,  a  steady 
man.  He  is  to  be  trusted  and 
relied  upon.      No  bribes  can  cor- 
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rupt,  him,  no  fears  daunt  him." 
Be  assured  that  where  this  prin- 
ciple is  wanting,  you  will  look  in 
vain  for  any  other  virtue. 

2.  Be  attentive  to  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  poor. 

This  is  a  virtue  for  which  our 
profession  has  generally  been  high- 
ly distinguished. 

There  have  been  but  few^  phy- 
sicians in  any  age  or  country,  so 
merciless  as  to  withhold  their 
professional  services  from  the 
poor,  or  so  avaricious  as  to  exact 
from  them  the  pittance  necessary 
to  procure  the  comforts  of  life. 
The  great  and  good  of  our  profes- 
sion, in  all  times,  have  regarded 
their  attendance  on  the  poor  as  a 
duty  and  a  privilege,  and  no  one 
ever  faithfully  administered  to 
the  necessities  of  this  portion  of 
the  community,  without  receiving 
an  ample  reward. 

Most  of  our  great  men  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  their  emi- 
nence in  the  experience  they  have 
derived  from  an  attendance  on  the 
poor,  and  to  this  class  they  have 
been  principally  indebted  for  their 
introduction  to  more  lucrative 
business.  Sydenham,  Boerhaave, 
Fothergill  and  Rush,  furnish  emi- 
nent examples  of  this  truth. 

Wherever  your  lot  may  be  cast, 
gentlemen,  let  the  poor  be  the 
subjects  of  your  peculiar  care, 
and  while  you  derive  a  high  satis- 
faction in  relieving  their  suffer- 
ings, their  diseases  will  open  to 
you  a  field  of  observation  and  ex- 
perience, of  the  highest  import- 
ance to  you  in  setting  out  in  life. 

Remember,  too,  that  you  are 
stewards  appointed  to  dispense 
the  bounties  of  a  munificent  Pro- 
vidence, and  that  what  you  bestow 
on  the  deserving,  while  it  is  a 
voluntary  gift  of  your  hajids,   is  a 


debt  that  you  owe,  and  are  bound 
in  duty  to  pay. 

"  Cast  your  bread  upon  the  wa- 
ters and  you  shall  find  it  after 
many  days."  Yes,  you  shall  find 
it  before  many  days.  Be  just  to 
the  poor,  and  their  gratitude  and 
friendship  shall  protect  and  com- 
fort you,  when  the  applauses  of 
the  great,  and  the  rewards  of  the 
wealthy,  shall  cease  to  follow  you. 

"  When  the  ear  heard  me  then 
it  blessed  me,  and  when  the  eye 
saw  me  it  gave  witness  to   me. 

"  Because  I  delivered  the  poor 
that  cried,  and  the  fatherless  and 
him  that  had  none  to  help  him. 

"  The  blessing  of  him  that  was 
ready  to  perish  came  upon  me, 
and  I  caused  the  widow's  heart  to 
sing  for  joy." 

Besides  gratuitous  attendance 
on  the  poor,  there  are  otliers,  on 
whom  it  will  be  equally  your  duty 
to  attend  without  charge,  such  as 
the  clergy  of  all  denominations, 
and  their  families,  physicians,  and 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  physi- 
cians, and  especially  indigent 
strangers  who  are  taken  sick  from 
home.  All  persons  devoted  to 
the  improvement  of  science,  mo- 
rals, and  religion,  or  who  are  con- 
nected with  institutions  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
man,  will  have  peculiar  claims 
upon  your  professional  services 
when  they  are  placed  in  circum- 
stances of  indigence. 

3.  In  your  professional  inter- 
course, assiduously  cultivate  a 
pure  and  elevated  style  of  conver- 
sation, urbanity  and  gentleness  of 
manner,  and  kindness  of  heart. 

These  are  virtues  which  adorn 
the  medical  practitioner,  and  it  is 
deeply  regretted  that  too  often 
they  compose  no  part  of  his  cha- 
racter. 
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The  practical  duties  of  the 
physician,  the  tender  and  often 
heart-rending  scenes  he  is  called 
to  witness,  the  society  with  which 
he  has  to  mingle,  all  unite  to  ren- 
der them  indispensable  to  the 
proper  discharge  of  his  duty.  In- 
deed, so  just  an  estimate  does  the 
community  place  upon  these  qua- 
lifications, that  but  few  physicians 
who  have  been  characterized  by 
vulgar  and  profane  language,  rude 
and  uncourteous  manners,  or  an 
unfeeling  heart,  have  ever  pos- 
sessed the  confidence  and  affec- 
tion of  their  patients,  or  the  res- 
pect of  the  public. 

Study,  gentlemen,  so  to  unite 
in  your  deportment,  tenderness 
with  firmness,  condescension  with 
dignity,  sedateness  of  manner  with 
cheerfulness  of  spirit,  as  to  inspire 
the  minds  of  your  patients  with 
confidence,  gratitude  and  respect. 

4.  Maintain  a  due  observance 
of  the  Sabbath. 

It  is  a  stigma  on  the  profession, 
that  this  sacred  day,  set  apart  for 
the  most  important  purposes,  has 
been  so  little  regarded  by  medi- 
cal men.  Instead  of  a  day  of  rest 
and  devotion,  it  has  too  often  been 
a  day  of  professional  study,  or 
devoted  to  such  duties  as  could 
be  performed  equally  well  on 
other  days  of  the  week.  Indeed, 
some  physicians  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  reserving  all  their  con- 
sulting visits  for  the  Sabbath  so 
far  as  circumstances  would  admit, 
and  of  appropriating  this  day  to 
the  performing  of  such  surgical 
operations  as  did  not  require  im- 
mediate attention,  and  for  no  other 
reason  than  because  it  is  a  day  of 
leisure  on  which  the  members  of 
the  profession  can  more  conveni- 
ently be  assembled.  But  the 
practice,  it  is  believed,  is  subsid- 


ing in  our  country,  and  the  Sab- 
bath is  more  generally  respected 
than  it  has  been  in  times  past. 

The  observance  of  the  Sabbath, 
and  an  attendance  on  such  devo- 
tional exercises  as  are  within 
your  reach,  is  a  duty  you  are 
bound  to  perform  as  far  as  is  com- 
patible with  the  urgency  of  the 
cases  committed  to  your  care  ; 
and  it  will  seldom  happen  that 
your  cases  are  so  urgent,  or  your 
practice  so  extensive,  as  not  to 
be  disposed  of  during  the  interval 
of  public  worship. 

Dr.  Rush  used  to  say  that  he 
never  knew  a  time  when  his  pro- 
fessional business  in  Philadelphia 
did  not  admit  of  his  attendance  on 
public  worship  at  least  half  of  the 
day,  and  he  never  failed  to  incul- 
cate the  importance  of  this  duty 
on  his  pupils. 

Another  custom,  recommended 
and  practised  by  this  distinguished 
philanthropist  and  physician,  will 
be  equally  worthy  of  your  imita- 
tion as  soon  as  your  circumstances 
will  admit  ;  that  of  bestowing  all 
Sabbath  fees  on  objects  of  charity. 

5.  Be  guarded  against  Infidel 
sentiments. 

When  we  consider  the  peculiar 
character  of  our  profession,  as 
displayed  in  the  wonderful  struc- 
ture and  organization  of  Man,  in 
the  various  functions  of  his  body, 
their  necessary  connexion  and 
mutual  dependence,  the  whole 
animated  by  an  invisible  agent, 
enabling  every  part  to  act  in  har- 
mony witih  the  rest,  and  subject 
to  the  ccmtrol  of  an  intelligent 
principle,  all  of  which  bear  the 
visible  im'^tress  of  a  divine  hand  : 
and  when,  too,  we  contemplate 
the  profession  as  exhibited  in  the 
scenery  ()f  the  death-bed,  in  the 
deep  repcjntance  of  the  profligate, 
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and  in  the  dying  confessions  of  the 
Infidel,  and  these  appalling  cir- 
cumstances placed  in  contrast 
vviih  the  animating  hopes  of  the 
Christian,  the  serenity  of  his  last 
moments,  the  unshaken  confidence 
that  nerves  his  spirit  in  its  pas- 
sage through  the  dark  vale,  all  of 
which  come  under  the  view  of  the 
physician,  there  would  seem  to 
be  no  necessity  for  admonishing 
you  on  this  subject. 

Yet,  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, some  of  the  members  of 
our  profession  have  imbibed  infi- 
del principles,  insomuch  that  it 
has  been  seriously  questioned 
whether  there  was  not  something 
inherent  in  the  science  itself,  cal- 
culated to  originate  and  to  cherish 
a  disbelief  in  a  divine  agency. 
But  the  sentiment  is  as  unfounded 
as  it  is  unphilosophical.  Both  the 
study,  and  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, are  alike  calculated  to  im- 
press the  candid  mind  with  a  con- 
viction of  the  existence  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  and  to  excite 
the  highest  admiration  of  his 
power,  wisdom  and  beneficence. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the 
moral  and  religious  state  of  the 
profession  in  other  times,  and  in 
other  countries,  its  present  condi- 
tion, and  particularly  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  shows  us  that  there  is 
no  necessary  connexion  between 
the  science  of  medicine  and  scep- 
ticism ;  and  it  must  be  gratifying 
to  the  profession  to  recognise  the 
fact,  that  all  the  most  eminent 
physicians  of  our  country  openly 
espouse  the  Christian  religion, 
defend  its  doctrines,  and  give  the 
whole  weight  of  their  infiuence 
in  support  of  moral  and  religious 
institutions. 

Remember,  that  the  way  of  In- 
fidelity is  downward,  and  that 
when  you   once   enter    it,   every 


succeeding  step  will  urge  you  on- 
ward with  increasing  celerity. 
Few  have  trod  this  dark  and  fear- 
ful path,  and  returned  to  warn 
others  of  its  fatal  termination. 

Flee,  gentlemen,  that  chilling 
system  of  philosopby,  which  sees 
in  the  universe  no  design,  in  ad- 
versity no  tendency  to  good,  in 
futurity  no  gleams  of  hope,  and  in 
heaven  no  Creator,  Benefactor, 
Father,  or  Judge. 

Study  daily  the  oracles  of  di- 
vine truth,  and  while  you  examine 
the  pages  of  the  sacred  volume, 
open  your  minds  to  the  conviction 
of  its  evidences,  and  be  guided  by 
its  precepts. 

6.  Observe  strict  temperance 
in  the  use  of  ardent  spirit. 

There  is  no  subject,  gentlemen, 
on  which  I  would  entreat  you 
with  more  earnestness  than  upon 
this.  It  is  a  rock  on  which  many 
of  our  profession  have  foundered, 
a  whirlpool  into  which  many  of 
them  have  been  drawn. 

The  habits  and  the  occupation 
of  the  physician  expose  hi(u  pe- 
culiarly to  the  vice  tif  intejnper- 
ance.  The  arduousness  and  the 
irregularity  of  his  business,  his 
exposure  to  the  vicissitudes  and 
inclemencies  of  the  season,  the 
interruption  to  his  hours  of  re- 
pose, all  seem  to  call  for  refiesh- 
ment,  and  furnish  his  friends  with 
an  apology  for  constantly  urging 
upon  him  the  use  of  ardent  spirit. 

But,  gentlemen,  beware  how 
you  yield  to  such  solicitations. 
Though  there  may  seem  to  be  no 
danger  at  first,  when  it  is 'known 
that  you  can  join  your  friends  in  a 
social  glass  you  will  be  surround- 
ed by  many  companions,  and  soli- 
cited to  drink  at  every  house  and 
upon  every  occasion. 

Recollect  that  nojierson  ever 
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became  a  drunkard  at  once.  In 
almost  every  case  the  progress  is 
slow  and  imperceptible,  and  pro- 
bably no  one  ever  felt  the  least 
apprehension  of  danger,  when  he 
began  to  fall.  But  he  advances 
by  degrees,  and  at  every  step  his 
path  becomes  more  steep,  and 
every  day  adds  a  new  and  a 
stronger  link  to  the  chain  that 
binds  him  beyond  the  hope  of  de- 
liverance. 

How  many  an  unwary  traveller 
in  our  profession  has  thus  fallen  ; 
and  how  affecting  to  see  a  culti- 
vated mind  lose  its  polish  and  its 
dignity,  brilliant  talents  clouded, 
and  strong  powers  enervated  ;  to 
see  the  noblest  work  of  the  Deity 
shattered  and  laid  in  ruins,  by  the 
terrible  agency  of  ardent  spirit  ! 

Universal  temperance  is  incum- 
bent on  you,  not  merely  as  essen- 
tially requisite  to  preserve  your 
minds  in  that  unclouded  state, 
which  may  render  you  equally 
able  at  all  times  to  pronounce  on 
the  cases  you  may  be  called  to 
investigate,  but  because  it  is  a 
virtue  which  you  will  often  find  it 
your  duty  to  inculcate  on  your 
patients,  and  which  you  will  en- 
force with  but  little  effect,  if  it 
is  not  regularly  exemplified  in 
your  own  conduct. 

Shun,  gentlemen,  the  first 
temptation  which  may  assail  you, 
and  when  it  shall  be  once  known 
that  you  are  inexorable,  your  ac- 
(juaint'^.ice  will  cease  their  im- 
portunities, and  no  longer  offer 
you  those  well  meant  but  danger- 
ous civilities. 

7.  Intimately  connected  with 
intemperance  is  the  practice  of 
gambling,  a  vice  which  thougli 
less  common,  is  not  less  destruc- 
tive to  the  peace  of  society,  and 
to  domestic  happiness  and  virtue. 


Let  me  exhort  you,  gentlemen, 
to  abstain  from  all  games  of 
chance,  as  a  practice  alike  de- 
grading to  you  as  men,  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  dignity,  and  the 
high  and  important  duties,  of  your 
profession. 

9.  Discountenance  and  abstain 
from  the  practice  of  duelling. 

It  is  highly  creditable  to  our 
profession,  that  so  few  of  its 
members  have  exposed  them- 
selves in  single  combat.  A  few 
have  exposed  themselves,  and 
some  have  fallen,  and  many  more 
have  been  accessory  to  the  crime, 
by  attending  the  combatants  to 
the  field,  and  extending  to  them 
surgical  aid. 

How  absurd,  how  inconsistent 
it  is,  for  that  man  whose  peculiar 
province,  and  let  me  say  privi- 
lege it  is  to  preserve  life,  volun- 
tarily to  mingle  his  blood  with 
that  of  his  fellow. 

Never  forget,  gentlemen,  that 
you  have  been  this  day  received 
as  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, have  taken  upon  you  its 
vows,  and  assumed  its  responsibi- 
lities. You  are  no  longer  at  your 
own  disposal  ;  you  are  the  pro- 
perty of  the  profession,  of  the 
public,  and  more  particularly  of 
that  community,  who  shall  give 
you  a  residence,  and  confide  to 
your  hands  their  lives  and  health. 
To  tear  yourself  from  them  by 
an  act  of  self-destruction,  would 
involve  a  violation  of  the  highest 
principles  of  honor,  of  gratitude, 
of  justice  and  of  truth. 

In  all  this  I  say  nothing  of  the 
obligations  which  bind  you  to  your 
family  and  friends,  nothing  of  your 
obligations  to  your  country  and 
to  your  God.  Here  let  conscience 
decide. 

And  when  you  have  made  the 
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decision,  gentlemen,  let  your 
country  see  that  you  have  too 
high  a  sense  of  moral  rectitude  to 
embrue  your  hands  in  human 
blood.  Let  the  world  see  that 
you  have  too  much  elevation  of 
soul,  too  much  independence  of 
spirit,  to  be  awed  by  the  clamor 
of  unprincipled  men,  and  induced 
to  yield  to  this  unhallowed  prac- 
tice. 

Finally,  gentlemen,  keep  con- 
stantly in  view  the  moral  obliga- 
tions you  are  under  to  your  pa- 
tients and  to  the  community. 

Your  profession,  while  it  will 
give  you,  if  properly  sustained, 
an  extensive  influence  in  society, 
will  present  you  with  frequent 
opportunities  of  exerting  a  con- 
troling  power  in  private,  and 
in  circumstances  the  most  impor- 
tant. 

The  moral  and  religious  influ- 
ence of  sickness  is,  no  doubt, 
highly  benelicial  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  man,  and  of  society.  At 
this  lime  the  stoutest  heart  is 
softened,  old  animosities  are  for- 
gotten, the  mind  looks  back  with 
regret  upon  the  errors  of  past 
times,  and  extends  itself  forward 
with  new  and  better  resolutions 
to  the  future.  Old  vices  are 
broken  off,  and  the  mind  then,  if 
ever,  is  open  to  the  convictions  of 
truth. 

The  frequent  opportunities  you 
will  enjoy  of  promoting  and 
strengthening  the  good  resolutions 
of  your  patients,  and  especially  if 
suffering  under  the  consequences 
of  vicious  conduct,  ought  never  to 
be  neglected.  Your  council  and 
reproof  will  be  listened  to  with 
respect,  and  received  as  tokens 
of  friendship,  whenever  they  are 
imparted  at  proper   seasons,   and 


evince  a  sincere  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  individual  to  whom 
they  are  addressed. 

You  will  sometimes  be  made 
the  depositary  of  secrets,  and 
such,  too,  as  deeply  concern  the 
happiness  of  families  and  the 
welfare  of  society.  Whatever 
you  thus  receive,  preserve  invio- 
lable. 

You  will  often  have  it  in  your 
power  to  prevent  family  discord, 
and  to  heal  family  feuds.  You 
will  hold  the  reputation  of  many 
in  your  hands.  In  such  cases  it 
will  be  your  duty  to  throw  the 
mantle  of  charity  over  the  frail- 
ties of  human  nature,  and  "  to  do 
to  others  as  you  would  that  they 
should  do  to  you." 

Thus  armed  with  the  panoply 
of  virtue,  we  fear  not  to  bid  you 
go.  Go,  gentlemen,  enter  the 
abodes  of  wretchedness  and  dis- 
tress, and  while  you  dispense  the 
powers  of  the  healing  art,  forget 
not  to  comfort  the  aching  heart, 
to  calm  the  heaving  breast,  and 
to  wipe  away  the  tear  of  sorrow. 
Let  the  widow,  and  the  orphan, 
find  in  you  a  guide  and  protector  ; 
the  youth,  a  bright  example  of 
moral  virtue  ;  and  the  aged,  a 
staff  to  sustain  him  in  his  decre- 
pitude. 

And  when  each  of  you,  after  a 
long  life  of  eminent  services,  shall 
have  sunk  to  the  grave,  may  the 
traveller  who  passes  by  point  to 
your  tomb  and  say, — There  lies 
the  dust  of  an  honest  man,  one 
who  loved  truth,  was  just  to  the 
poor^  was  pure,  kind  and  courte- 
ous, revered  the  Sabbath,  discoun- 
tenanced infidelity,  reproved  drunk- 
enness, gambling  and  duelling,  and 
practised  and  enforced  all  the  moral 
virtues. 
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II.  and  against  the  orifice  of  the  va- 

Of   After-Floodings,     and    their  g'na-     I^  you  fi"^?  after  an  appli- 

Treatment. — From  Lectures  de-  cation  of  two  or  three  minutes, 

livered  at  Guy's  Hospital,  that   the  napkin  is  not  stained  at 

T,    r.     T          T>  sHi  ot   that  the   stain  is  small  and 

DV  ur.  James  klundell.  i      *!                 •  i   j          u         r  i* 

■^  pale,  then,  provided  you  have  leit 

(Continued  from  p.  686.)  3,jj   grasped  the  uterus,  SO  as  to 

That  plugging  the  vagina  is  al-  expel   any   blood  that  may  have 

ways  improper  in  after-floodings,  accumulated  there,  you  may  rest 

I  am  not   prepared  to  assert  ;  in  satistied  that  the  bleeding  is  vvhol- 

obstinate  drainings  it  may  be  of  ly,  or  in  great  measure,  arrested, 

service.     Be    careful,   however,  A  converse  interference  of  course 

that    no  internal    bleeding   occur  you  will  draw,  provided  the  bloody 

under  the   use   of  this    remedy  ;  stain  be  extensive  and  deep, 

and   this  will   be  best  prevented  When  flooding  is  arrested,  bind 

by   grasping  the  womb  with  the  up  the  abdomen  very  firmly,  with 

hand.  as  little  disturbance  as   may  be. 

Here,  then,  are  the  leading  Gaitskell's  bandage  may  be  of 
practices  to  be  recommended  in  service  ;  between  the  abdomen 
those  alarming  collapses,  which  and  the  bandage,  a  pillow  may 
are  the  consequence  of  after-  sometimes  be  interposed  with  ad- 
floodings.  If  the  faintness  be  vantage.  In  these  cases  of  large 
slight,  you  need  not  actively  in-  bleeding  after  delivery,  you  will 
terfere  ;  but,  if  the  faintness  be  be  led  to  consider  whether  you 
very  deep,  and  approaching  to  may  or  not  quit  the  apartment  of 
asphyxia,  then  stimulate  ;  place  the  patient  after  you  have  put  a 
the  woman  in  such  a  position  as  stop  to  the  discharge  ;  and,  on 
may  keep  the  blood  about  the  this  point,  therefore,  some  com- 
head  ;  administer  nourishment,  ment  becomes  necessary.  Most 
and,  no  other  hope  remaining,  women  do  well  under  after-flood- 
provided  you  possess  the  requi-  ings.  1  hese  bleedings  are  gene- 
site  dexterity,  perform  the  ope-  rally  more  alarming  than  danger- 
ration  of  transfusion.  ous  ;  remember  this,  for  it  tends 

VVhile  you  are  pursuing  these  to    tranquillise,    and    may    allay 

practices,  of  course  you  will   be  needless  perturbations.     No  wo- 

most    anxious    to   know    whether  man,  however,  is  thoroughly   se- 

you  are  gaining  ground,  and  whe-  cure  after  a   large  and  dangerous 

ther  or  not  the    haemorrhage   be  flooding,   till    she    have    survived 

suspended.       In     after-floodings,  the    first   gush    for    four    or    five 

after  the  first  gush,  there  is  not  hours,  though  the  continuance  of 

usually    a   copious    discharge    of  life  after   the  gush,    for    two   or 

blood,  but  a  small  drain  from  the  three  hours,  must  be  looked  upon 

vascular   orifices  is  apt  to  conti-  as  in  a  high  degree  encouraging. 

nue.     Now  it  is  of  no  small  im-  In  small  bleedings  much  precau- 

portance  to   know,  whether   this  tion  is  not   necessary  ;   but   when 

flux  from   the  womb  be  arrested  much   blood   has  been  lost,   it  is 

or  not  ;   and  this   may  be  best  as-  requisite   that    some    one    sliouid 

certained  by  clearing  the  genitals,  remain  with  the  patient  for  three 

and  applying  a  clean  napkin  below  or   four   hours  at  least  after  the 

the  part  on  which  the,  patient  lies,  flooding  is  arrested. 
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After  large  floodings,  you  ought  tongue,  often  very  garrulous  af- 
not  to  move  the  patient ;  let  her  ter  delivery  ;  take  away  the  pla- 
reoiain  in  a  perfectly  quiet  con-  centa  with  usual  caution  ;  lay  the 
dition  for  twelve  or  twenty-four  hand  on  the  uterus,  and  grasp  it  ; 
hours,  being  secured  as  much  as  apply  a  little  cold  water  ;  have  a 
possible  frofii  moisture,  or  what-  little  patience,  and  the  hasmor- 
ever  else  might  tend  to  her  dis-  rhage  is  over.  Do  not  let  me 
comfort.  I  state  to  you  again,  alarm  you  needlessly.  Do  not 
as  some  may  now  be  present  who  needlessly  have  recourse  to  ve- 
did  not  hear  the  observation  be-  hement  practices.  Remember 
fore,  that  by  yielding  to  the  eu-  that,  in  recommending  these,  I 
treaties  of  the  patients  or  their  have  been  treating  of  those  after- 
friends,  and  suffering  a  removal  hcemoirhages  in  which  profuse 
of  the  body  from  one  side  of  the  quantities  of  blood  are  coming 
bed  to  the  other,  the  women  them-  away  from  the  uterus.  Most  af- 
selves  making  no  exertion,  but  ter-hjemorihages  are  more  alarm- 
being  lifted  like  the  dead,  I  ing  than  fatal.  They  are  not, 
myself  in  two  cases  occasioned  however,  to  be  despised.  To 
such  a  disturbance  of  the  vascu-  two  women,  dead  from  this  cause, 
jar  system,  that  I  really  thought  I  have  been  called  in  one  night, 
they  would  have  expired.  One  There  are  some  errors  which 
case  I  know  in  which  the  woman  you  are  apt  to  commit  in  dealing 
did  die  :  the  practitioner  left  her  ;  with  these  floodings,  and  on  these 
an  hour  or  two  afterwards  the  we  will  next  remark.  In  the 
nurse  suffered  her  to  sit  up  ;  the  hurry  of  extracting  the  placenta 
bleeding  was  renewed,  jactitation  you  may  invert  the  uterus  without 
came  on,  and  the  woman  ulti-  perceiving  it  ;  you  may,  too,  car- 
mately  peri.<hed.  ry  your  hand  into  the  uterus  with- 
And  thus  much,  then,  respect-  out  need,  a  practice  to  which  I 
ing  the  management  of  the  more  am  decidedly  averse.  When  the 
copious  and  dangerous  after-flood-  blood  gushes  away  externally,  you 
ings — in  ordinary  practice,  happi-  cannot  fail  to  observe  the  flooding; 
ly,  not  of  frequent  occurrence,  but  where  there  is  a  discharge  of 
But  to  proceed.  blood  internally,  or  into  the  mid- 
After  delivery,  it  is  by  no  means  die  of  a  large  bed,  you  may  over- 
uncommon  to  have  more  sparing  look  it.  AVatch,  therefore,  and 
bleedings;  floodings  in  which  not  beware.  It  is  of  great  importance 
more  than  half  a  pint,  or  a  pint  of  to  keep  the  womb  thoroughly  con- 
blood,  is  discharged.  Now  in  tracted,  by  laying  your  hand  ujion 
bleedings  of  this  kind,  the  active  the  womb  and  grasping.  A  capi- 
practices  just  enumerated  and  tal  error,  therefore,  may  be  com- 
explained,  are  not  required,  a  mitted,  and  will,  I  fear,  be  corn- 
much  simjjler  method  of  manage-  mitted  by  some  of  you  ;  that,  I 
ment  being  found  to  answer  very  mean,  of  not  securing  flie  con- 
well,  and  which  may  be  compris-  traction  of  the  uterus.  Examine 
ed  in  few  words.  In  these  after-  yourselves  on  the  very  first  case 
floodings  of  the  more  sparing  kind,  \vhich  may  fall  under  your  care, 
you  may  draw  the  curtains,  sprin-  and  see  whether  you  have  not 
kle  the  floor,  diminish  the  fire,  neglected  the  state  of  the  uterus 
tell  the  patient   to  restrain   her  altogether.     The  leaving  the  pa- 
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tient  too  soon  is  a  great  error  ;  flooding,  we  are  advised  by  Den- 
five  or  six  hours  you  should  re-  man  to  maintain  the  patient  in  the 
main  with  her  after  a  dangerous  sedentary  posture,  when  the  foe- 
discharge  of  blood  has  been  stop-  tus  is  about  to  pass  into  the  world; 
ped.  This  is  not  necessary  in  as  it  is  supposed  that  in  that  posi- 
ordinary  cases,  where  merely  a  tion  there  is  a  less  tendency  to 
few  ounces  of  blood  have  corae  bleeding  than  where  the  patient 
away,  but,  after  the  more  copious  is  lying,  at  this  time,  in  the  usual 
bleedings,  it  is  a  very  necessary  manner.  The  leaving  the  pla- 
caution.  centa  in  the  upper  part  of  the  va- 

Sorne  u'omen  there  are,  from  glna  is  another  preventive  recora- 
idiosyncrasy,  peculiarly  liable  to  mended  by  sorae  practitioners, 
bleeding,  and  very  undesirable  It  is  supposed  that  the  lodgment 
patients  they  are  ;  the  probability  of  the  placenta  in  the  neck  of  the 
being  that  they  will  ultimately  uterus,  or  the  upper  part  of  the 
die  under  your  hands.  Hence  it  vagina,  will  stimulate  a  more 
becomes  a  question  in  cases  of  thorough  condition  of  the  womb, 
after-floodings,  whether  we  can  and  by  so  doing  operate  as  an  ef- 
use  any  means  of  prevention,  fectual  preventive  of  flooding. 
Now,  as  I  am  in  general  called  to  And,  indeed,  pursuing  the  rules 
cases  in  which  the  flooding  is  formerly  recommended  for  ma- 
commenced  before  my  arrival,  I  naging  the  birth  of  the  placenta, 
have  had  very  little  opportunity  you  will  find  yourselves  in  con- 
of  seeing  the  efl'ect  of  any  pre-  formity  with  this  practice  ;  for  it 
veutive  practice,  and  cannot,  lias  been  observed  already,  that, 
therefore,  from  my  own  experi-  in  commencing  your  obstetric  ca- 
ence,  enlarge  upon  this  topic,  reer,  in  ordiiiary  cases,  before 
When  there  is  a  tendency  to  you  abstract  the  placenta,  you 
bleeding,  Denmanand  others  have  ought  to  be  content  to  leave  it  in 
recommended  that  you  should  not  the  genital  cavity  for  flfty  or  sixty 
accelerate  the  birth  of  the  child,  minutes  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
After  the  head  has  been  expelled,    fcetus. 

you   ought  not  to  draw  forth  the  . — 

shoulders     and     abdomen.       The  jrj 

womb,  by   its  own  efforts  expel- 
ling the  foetus,    it    will   contract        selections    from    foreign 
more  completely,  and  less  bleed-  journals. 

ing   therefore  is  to   be  looked  for    ^.^  „^  Fractnre  of  the  Tibia 

when   the    placenta  becomes  de-        J^^     Fibula- Supervention    of 
tached.     Whenthe  child  IS  about        ^ . ..^^^    Injlammalion,    terminat- 
to  come  into   the   wor  d,  or  when         .^-L    .^  g'^^^     Incisions. 
it  IS  just  born,  a  gentle  stimulus  *  ^ 

may  be  given,  and  notwithstanding  Henry  Rose,  aetatis  25,  was  ad- 
anv  little  increase  of  the  vascular  mitted  into  St.  George's  Hospi- 
ac'lion  which  it  may  occasion,  the  tal  on  the  1st  of  October,  under 
stimulus  seems  to  be  of  service,  the  care  of  Mr.  Brodie. 
by  assisting  that  uterine  contrac-  He  was  a  coal-porter,  and 
tion  on  which  the  prevention  of  whilst  in  a  state  of  intoxication 
the  bleeding  is  mainly  dependent,  fell  beneath  the  wheels  of  a  coal 
When    there    is    u    proneness    to    van,   both  of  which   passed  over 
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the  limb,  a  little  above  the  inter-  day,  deepening  its  dye,  and  ac- 
nai  malleolus.  The  accident  hap-  qniring  the  gangrenous  character, 
pened  at  the  distance  of  three  or  On  the  night  of  this  day.  an  em- 
four  miles  from  the  hospital,  to  physematous  crackling  was  felt 
which  he  was  immediately  brought  on  the  inside  of  the  leg,  and  just 
in  the  wagon.  On  admission,  both  above  the  knee.  There  was 
bones  were  found  to  be  broken,  little  pain  on  pressure,  and  the 
attended  with  a  wound  of  the  soft  symptoms  of  depiession  were  be- 
parts,  opposite  the  fracture,  and  coming  established,  marked  by  the 
apparently  caused  by  the  protru-  weakness  of  the  pulse,  coated 
sion  of  the  tibia,  which  was  great-  tongue,  and  expression  of  the  fea- 
ly  comminuted.  There  was  not,  tures.  A  .symptom  was  at  this 
and  had  not  been  much  haemor-  time  observed,  which  contirtued 
rhage,  nor  was  there  any  consi-  ever  after,  and  daily  acquired 
derable  ecchymosis.  The  patient  additional  intensity  ;  we  allude  to 
was  of  a  robust  and  plethoric  an  earthy  or  cadaverous  odor  of 
habit  of  body,  addicted  to  the  use,  the  breath,  a  symptom  always 
or  rather  the  abuse  of  malt  liquors,  formidable — very  often  fatal. 
The  wound  was  dressed  lightly  ;  He  passed  a  bad  night,  and 
the  limb  placed  in  junks,  and  presented  on  the  r)th  the  following 
wetted  with  cold  lotion.  On  the  appearances.  The  limb  was  much 
2d,  considerable  swelling  had  oc-  swollen,  and  the  inflammation  ex- 
curred  in  the  leg,  where  he  suf-  tended  from  the  ankle  to  the  groin 
fered  much  pain.  The  pulse  was  on  the  inside  of  the  thigh;  from 
120,  full  and  compressible;  tongue  the  same  point  to  as  high  as  the 
furred,  but  moist ;  skin  hot  ;  face  trochanter  on  the  outside,  the 
flushed  in  a  remarkable  degree.  front  of  the  thigh  being  little  af- 

,r             ,•      A   1    ••  fected.        The      emphysematous 

Venaesectio  ad  3  xij.  ...              .       ,       '  ,'      .,, 

•'  crackling  noticed  on  the  4th  was 

The  blood  was  much  buffed  and  now  more  distinct,  and  on  pressing 
cupped,  and  the  pulse  getting  up  below  the  knee  an  offensive  dis- 
in  the  evening  again,  the  bleeding  charge  was  seen  to  issue  from  the 
\vas  repeated  to  sixteen  ounces,  wound.  On  visiting  the  patient, 
This  second  batch  of  blood  was  Mr.  Brodie  made  incisions  en  the 
also  butfed  and  cupped,  and  the  inside  and  outside  of  the  leg,  ex- 
patient  experienced  relief  from  posing  the  cellular  membrane  in 
its  abstraction.  On  the  3d,  the  a  stale  of  slough,  with  putrid  pus 
swelling  of  the  limb  had  increas-  deposited  around  it,  and  disengag- 
ed, and  extended  above  the  knee;  ing  a  quantity  of  sulphuretted  hy- 
the  tongue  was  white  ;  the  pulse  diogen  gas.  A  short  incision  was 
1.30,  full,  but  compressible.  The  made  with  the  same  result  on  each 
bleeding  was  not  had  recourse  to  side  of  the  thigh  above  the  knee, 
a  third  time  ;  but  salines,  with  dividing  the  fascia,  and  exposing 
epsom  salts,  and  antiinonial  wine,  the  leaden-colored  sibughing  eel- 
exhibited  instead.  On  the  morn-  lular  membrane.  Some  vessels 
ing  of  the  4th,  the  leg  was  attack-  were  divided,  and  bled  pretty 
ed  with  inflammation,  of  a  dusky  smartly  ;  but  pressure  was  suffi- 
or  brownish  hue,  and  having  no  cient  to  arrest  the  haemorrhage, 
defined  margin,  which  extended  after  which  a  poultice  was  appli- 
up  the  thigh  in  the   course  of  the  ed.     The  limb  on  the  preceding 
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day  had  been  transferred  from  the 
junk,  to  Mr.  Amesbury's  appara- 
tus, omitting  the  side  splints,  and 
merely  keeping  up  a  moderate 
extension  by  means  of  the  boot 
and  strap  around  the  thigh. 

R.  Liq.  Amnion.  Acet.  3iij.;  Am- 
mon.  Siibcarb.  gr.  v.  ;  Liq.  Opii 
Sedativ.  M.  v. ;  Mist.  ^th.  c.  3j. 
hac  nocte. 

Pint  of  porter,  and  four  ounces  of 
red  wiiiBj  diiily. 

The  relief  which  was  obtained 
fcy  these  incisions  was  decided, 
the  pain  disappearing,  and  the 
cutaneous  inflammation  percepti- 
bly fading.  The  emphysema, 
hou'ever,  being  felt  on  the  6th  in 
the  thigh,  fresh  incisions  were 
practised  through  the  fascia,  and 
the  cellular  membrane  found,  as 
before,  to  be  sloughing.  The 
Jimb  now  presented  a  curious 
spectacle,  the  incisions  extending 
Si'om  the  foot  to  the  summit  of  the 
?ihigh  on  each  side,  and  paved 
throughout  with  that  dark  and 
-disorganized  cellular  tissue  which 
has  not  unaptly  been  compared, 
in  its  appearance,  to  "brawn." 
The  chlorate  of  soda  was  applied 
in  solution  to  the  wounds,  and  the 
limb  kept  moistened  with  linen 
rags  dipped  in  the  same.  On  the 
7th  he  was  considered  to  be  doing 
very  well,  but  close  observation 
detected  a  trifling  hurriedness  of 
manner. 

Quin.  Sulph.  gr.  j.  ;  T.  Opii  M.  v.  ; 
Acid.  Siilpli.  Dil.  M.  ij.;  Aq.  3j. 

On  the  8th  there  was  little  al- 
teration, save  that  the  conjunctiva 
had  acquired  a  degree  of  muddi- 
ness,  whilst  the  previous  high, 
flush  upon  the  cheek  was  dimmed 
by  a  slight  but  perceptible  yel- 
lowness of  skin.  The  condition 
of  the  thigh  was  remarkably  im- 
proved, the  wounds  being  compa- 


ratively clean  ;  the  inflammation 
decidedly  abated.  The  leg,  how- 
ever, continued  much  in  statu  quo. 

9lh.  To-day  a  new  and  a  fatal 
train  of  symptoms  have  set  in  ; 
symptoms  apparently  indicative  of 
purulent  deposits  in  the  liver  or 
the  lungs.  The  yellowness  of 
skin  increased  ;  there  is  pain  in 
the  right  side  of  the  chest  and  hy- 
pochondrium,  increased  upon  pres- 
sure,  inspiration,  or  coughing;  the 
pulse  is  rapid,  and  its  beats  not 
distinct;  the  tongue  dry  and  brown- 
ish in  the  centre,  red  at  the  edges 
and  tip;  the  countenance  anxious; 
the  manner  hurried.  Suspecting 
that  the  pain  in  the  side  and  dis- 
turbance of  the  system  might  de- 
pend upon  matter  confined  in  the 
leg,  jMr.  Brodie  made  one  or  two 
incisions,  exposing  putrid  matter, 
and  sloughy  cellular  membrane. 
The  patient  expressed  some  re- 
lief, but  this,  as  will  afterwards 
be  seen,  was  fallacious.  The 
quinine  \va"s  omitted,  and  the 
wounds  welt,  washed  with  the 
chlorate,  u  hich  s'eeraed  to  possess 
not  the  slightest  effect. 

In  the  evening  he  was  seized 
with  a  severe  tit  of  coughing,  fol- 
lowed by  very  profuse 'pefrspira- 
tion,  and  increase  of  the  painin 
the  side.  This  pain  was  not  re- 
lieved on  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
and  the  symptotns  altogether  bore 
a  very  unfavorable  .east.  The 
leg  had  assumed  a  more  dusky 
color  ;  the  cellular  texture  was 
uncommonly  black  and  sloughy  ; 
the  discharge,  which,  indeed,  had 
been  more  or  less  .^e  case  for 
some  days,  was  exceedingly  scant. 

Haiist.    Salin.  c.  TinCt.   Opii   JVI.  v. 

Gtis    horis.     Einpl.    Lyltae    hypo- 

cliond.  dr.xtro. 

The  strength  of  the  solution 
of  the  chlorate  was  increased 
from  one   part    of  Fincham's   li- 
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quor  in  sixteen  of  water,  to  one  in 
seven. 

Tliat  semi-delirium  noticed  in 
cases  of  internal  abscesses  was 
now  quite  established,  consisting 
in  a  peculiar  hurriedness  of  man- 
ner, and  desire  to  assure  the  in- 
quirer that  all  was  doing  well. 
No  rigors  had  hitherto  occurred, 
but  at  2,  A.M.  of  the  11th,  a  very 
severe  one  came  on,  followed  by 
heat  and  perspiration.  In  eight 
or  nine  hours  another  succeeded, 
even  more  severe  than  the  first. 
The  pulse  was  120,  and  small  ; 
the  tongue  rather  furred.  He  was 
ordered  a  purge  of  blue  pill,  and 
the  compound  extract  of  colo- 
cynth,  at  bed-time  ;  but  on  the 
12th,  when  we  saw  him,  he  was 
apparently  hastening  fast  to  the 
grave. 

Case  of  the  Use  of  Ergot  in  Uterine 
Hemorrhage. 

By  Henry  R.  Chaplin. 

Mrs.  M ,  having  been  in  la- 
bor 18  hours,  was  delivered  of  a 
son,  after  which  half  an  hour  had 
elapsed  previous  to  the  expulsion 
of  the  placenta,  which  took  place 
by  the  natural  efforts,  no  force 
having  been  employed.  As  is 
usual  with  me,  I  then  applied  a 
warm  cloth  to  the  vulva,  and  gave 
injunctions  for  the  attendants,  in  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half,  to 
make  her  comfortable  by  remov- 
ing her  to  the  other  side  of  the 
bed.  I  remained  in  ihe  house  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards, 
during  all  which  time  she  appear- 
ed as  well  as  one  could  expect  ; 
moreover  she  w^as  so  loquacious 
that,  upon  leaving  her,  I  desired 
her  to  speak  but  little,  and  keep 
herself  tranquil.  I  jiad,  however, 
left  her  otdy  a  few  minutes  when 
her  sister  came  running  after  me. 


assuring  me  she  was  dead.  Sus- 
pecting it  to  be  a  case  of  uterine 
haemorrhage,  I  made  all  the  haste 
I  could  back,  and  found  that  con- 
siderable haemorrhage  had  ensued, 
and  that  my  patient  was  in  a  state 
of  syncope.  All  pulsation  at  the 
wrist  had  ceased  ;  her  extremi- 
ties w'ere  cold,  features  shrunk, 
and  her  countenance  wore  the  as- 
pect of  death.  On  my  return  I 
had  immediate  recourse  to  the 
dashing  of  cold  water  upon  .the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and 
the  introduction  of  my  hand  into 
the  uterus,  in  order  if  possible  to 
stimulate  it  to  contraction.  In  a 
little  time  she  began  to  show 
symptoms  of  reanimation,  but 
the  hfemorrhage,  notwithstanding 
these  means,  still  remained  un- 
controlled. I  then  resolved  (see- 
ing something  must  be  done)  upon 
the  administration  of  some  of  the 
ersjot  of  rye.  Having  had  some 
in  my  possession  in  the  form  of 
powder  for  a  length  of  time,  and 
thiid<ing  it  might  on  that  account 
have  lost  some  of  its  virtue,  I  ad- 
ministered a  drachm  dose  of  it, 
which,  in  the  course  of  five  min- 
utes, produced  a  violent  and  pain- 
ful contraction  of  the  uterus.  The 
haemorrhage  was  very  speedily  ar- 
rested, and  did  not  return.  Nau- 
sea and  great  pain  supervened  ; 
the  latter  was,  however,  dispelled 
very  soon  by  a  large  dose  of  opi- 
um. It  may  be  right  to  remark, 
also,  that  prolapsus  uteri  took 
place  once,  but  by  enjoining  rest 
and  the  horizontal  posture  there 
was  no  return  of  it.  This  arose, 
no  doubt,  from  the  dos'te  of  the  se- 
cale  cornutum  being  too  large. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
entertained  respecting  the  effica- 
cy of  the  ergot  in  this  case. 

J]Ied.  Gazette. 
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Uterine  Hemorrhage.  sily    moved  towards   any  part  of 

The  introduction  of  the  hand  in-  t''*^    abdomen,  and   the    rolling   of 

to  the    uterus   is  a   very  general  the  intestines  could   be  distinctly 

practice  in  those  cases  of  uterine  ^^'t* 

haemorrhage  which  occur  soon  af-  Another  case  of  uterine  haemor- 
ter  delivery,  and  depend  princi-  ""hage,  where  compression  of  the 
pally  ou  a  complete  atony  of  the  ^o''^'^  "'^^  employed  with  success, 
uterine  fibres  ;  it  is  but  too  well  occurred  in  the  obstetrical  clinic 
known  how  often  our  purpose  of  of  Berlin,  under  Von  Siebold's 
exciting  contraction  tails,  and  in  superintendence.  The  child  had 
how  short  a  time  the  patient,  in  ^^^en  turned,  and  delivery  had 
spite  of  all  our  endeavors,  will  been  very  difficult  ;  after  the  re- 
sink  under  the  elfects  of  depletion,  '"'^^'a*  of  the  placenta,  a  most 
.  In  such  alarming  cases,  Plouquet  alarmmg  haemorrhage  took  place  ; 
first  recommended  pressure  on  the  ^^'^  ^^'^^^^r  to  the  belly,  injections 
abdominal  aorta  through  the  pa-  of  water  and  vinegar,  the  internal 
rietes  of  the  uterus,  o^r  by  press-  use  of  ether,  tincture  of  cinnamon, 
ing  on  the  belly  ;  we  think  that  ^'"'  pliosphoric  acid,  had  been 
the  following  cases  will  impress  employed  without  any  effect,  and 
our  readers  with  a  favorable  opi-  the  patient  was  evidently  very 
nion  of  the  practice.  ^^^^^  b^""  dissolution,  when  one  of 
Dr.  Eichelbelo-er  was  called  ^he  assistants  began  to  compress 
to  a  lady  who  had  been  attacked  ^he  abdominal  aorta  by  external 
very  soon  after  delivery  with  pro-  Pressure  on  the  abdomen.  The 
fuse  hemorrhage  ;  he  found  her  haemorrhage  was  staid  almost  in- 
almost  swimming  in  blood,  with  a  stantly,  and  the  patient  very  slow- 
pallid  face,  cold  sweat,  senseless,  v  recovered. 

and  in  convulsions;  the  pulse  could  ^             .          n .-,     tt,              c 
..^f  u     r  u    fi          f        •♦•  Jimjnilations  of  tie  uterus  perform- 
not  be  lelt,  the  extremities  were  ■'          j  i      i«-    r-  r 
^^11    «.,       r^i  «i       1-        I  •        li  ea  bu  J\l.  Lii^tranc. 
cold,  (Xc.      Cloths   dipped  in  cold  ^               "^ 

water  had  been  applied  to  the  Since  the  last  communication 
belly,  but  without  any  effect.  Dr.  made  by  this  gentleman  to  the 
Eichelberger  introduced  his  hand  Academy  of  Medicine,  he  has  per- 
into  the  uterus,  and  with  his  (in-  formed  seven  amputations  of  the 
gers  comjjressed  the  aorta,  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  Of  these  se- 
pulsation  of  which  was  very  dis-  ven  patients  four  are  completely 
tinctly  felt.  The  haemorrhage  cured,  and  enjoy  a  good  state  of 
was  instantly  stopped,  but  tlie  health  ;  two  are  under  cure,  and 
uterus  showed  no  disposition  to  one  is  dead,  in  consequence  of  an 
contract.  The  hand  was  accord-  attack  of  peritonitis  following  the 
ingly  retained  in  its  position,  and  operation:  he  particularly  men- 
tincture  of  opium  and  cinnamon  tions  this  fact,  since  it  is  the  first 
given  internally.  After  an  hour  instance  of  a  patient  dying  of  an 
the  uterus  began  to  contract,  and  affection  of  the  kind  ;  tlie  perito- 
the  hand  could  be  safely  removed,  neum  could  not  in  any  way  have 
Dr.  Eichelberger  followed  the  been  injured  in  the  performance 
same  practice  in  two  other  cases  of  the  operation.  M.  Lisfranc 
of  alarming  haemorrhage,  and  found  has  completed  his  forty-third  am- 
it  equally  successful.  The  re-  putation  of  the  neck  of  the  nterns, 
laxation  of  the  uterus  was  so  and  has  had  oidy  four  unsuccessful 
great,  that  the  hand  could  be  ea-  cases. — La  Clinique. 
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BOSTON,  TUFSDAY,  DEC.  16,  1S28. 

Fourth  Riport  of  the  Mass.  Chari- 
table Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  treat- 
ed at  tlie  Infirmary  the  past 
year  has  been  -         -  CSl 

Of  these  there  have  been  cured  5  lO 
Not  treated,  considered  incurable  64 
Relieved  .  ...  2b 
Declined  operations      -  -  4 

Now  under  treatment    -      '    -         48 

Cases  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  were  583 
Cases  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear  were  98 

The  cases  of  this  year  were  as  fol- 
lows, viz.  of 

Acute  ophthalmia  -         GT 

Chronic  ophthalmia        -  31 

Strumous  ophthalmia     -  15 

Purulent  ophthalmia      -  15 

Puriform  ophthalmia      -  4 

Pustular  ophthalmia       -  19 

Inflammation  with  ulcers  of 

the  cornea  -         -         42 

Opacities  of  the  cornea  -         22 
Rheumatic  ophthalmia  -  3 

Vascular  coriiea  with  granu- 
lar lids  ...  9 
Pterygium  -  -  -  5 
Ectropeon  -  -  -  J 
Entropeon  -  -  .  l 
Ecchymosis  conjunctivae  3 
Staphyloma  -  -  -  5 
Iritis  -  -  -  -  8 
Cataract  .  -  -  28 
Congenital  cataract  -  1 
Amaurosis  -  -  -  9 
Fungous  conjunctiva  -  3 
Closure  of  pupil  -  -  2 
Paralysis  of  the  upper  eyelid  1 
Tinea  ciliaris  -  -  81 
Lippitudo  -  -  -  84 
Tumors  of  the  lid  -  11 
Hordeolum  -  -  -  3 
Abscess  of  lids  -  -  5 
Ophthalmia  with  hypopion  4 
Diseases    of  the    lachrymal 

passa'ies    -         -         -  23 

Wounds  and  other    injuries 
of  the  eves         -         -  15 


Weakness  of  sifjht  -  10 

Morbid  sensibility  of  the  re- 
tina -  -  -  35 
Choroiditis  -  -  -  1 
Inflaumiation  of  the  cornea  3 
Warts  of  lid-  -  -  2 
Tumor  of  the  conjunctiva  2 
Myo[)ia  -  .  -  1 
Pustular  lid  -  -  -  1 
Strabismus  -  -  -  1 
Suppuration  of  the  tympanum  14 
Obstruction  of  the  concha  19 
Herpetic  eruption  of  the  ear  5 
Obstruction  of  the  eustachian    . 

tube  ...  1 

Nervous  deafness  -         -  36 

Abscess  in  the  concha  -  13 

Fungous  tumor  in  the  concha    1 
Otitis      -         -         -         -         7 
Tension  of  the  tympanum         1 
Erysipelatous    inflammation 
of  the  ear  -         -  1 

Whole  number         681 
The  number  contained  in  pre- 


vious Reports 
The  number  in  this  Report 

Whole  number  treated  at  the 
Infirmary 


1929 
681 


V' 


2610 


Dr.   Colly's   communication   has 
been  received. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Dec.  4.  ai  noon. 

Nov.  26.  Elisha  Bellamy,  32  yrs. 

30.  Nancy  Sanders,  40 

James  Hill,  56 

Frances  W'ilkins,  20 

Dec.  1.  Sarah  Brigham,  29 

William  Daly,  81 

.James  Gould,  58 

Susan  Peirce,  2.5 

3.  Eliza  Caldwell,     ^  23 

4.  Caleb  Adams,  40 
Alary  Pitman,  84 
Abigail  Hill,  25 
George  J.  Campbell,  10  mo. 
Mary  Ann  Hutchinson,        15 

Brain  fever,  1 — consumption,  4 — childbed, 
1 — convulsions,  1 — intemperance,  1 — lung  fe- 
ver, ] — old  age,  2 — tubercular  phthisis,  1 — 
unknown,  2.  Males,  6 — females,  8.  Total,  14. 


J)  .     6/A-^^-i^-^^-^ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  \\'h?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
■will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 


ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.  Lectures  on  Analomi/, 
SuT^ery^  and  Palhology^  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases^ — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
F,  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22,  1828. 

ATHENEUM ; 

OR,  SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES. 

THE  Atheneura  is  published  on  the  1st 
and  15th  of  every  month,  each  num- 
ber containing  40  pages,  large  octavo.  It 
consists  of  selections  from  the  best  English 
Magazines,  and  is  intended  as  a  Miscella- 
ny for  all  classes  of  readers.  The  price 
of  the  work,  with  plates  of  the  fash- 
ions, is  six  dollars  a  year  ;  without  them, 
five  dollars.  Other  plates  will  occasion- 
ally bi*  given,  and  sent  to  all  the  subscrib- 
ers, without  additional  charge. 

184  Washington  Street,   Boston. 
Nov.  4. 

BENJAMIN  PEKKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
"  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Slelkoscnpe, 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  t lie  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
by  VV,  N.  RvLANn,  with  Notes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6w. 


NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 
AS    taken    the    Apothecaries'  Hall, 


H 


No.  183,  Washington  Street  (lately 


kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.} 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  \s  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tioii«.  SiC.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage, 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  AVHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington Si.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 
On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts   Medical  Society   in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved^  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be   left  at  the   office  of  Mr. 
John   Cotton,  Bookseller,    Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  loth  day  of  April,  1829. 
JOHN  C.  WARREN,      ) 
ZAHDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    >  Committee. 
JOHN  WARE.  S 


Published  wetkly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  pontpuid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  <ioI!ars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Jl  Dissertation  on  the  Disease  called 
an  Irritable  State  of  the  Urinary 
Bladder ;  its  Causes  and  Treat- 
ment.* 

By  UsuER  Parsons,  M.D. 

In  composing  a  dissertation  on  a 
subject  proposed  in  few  words, 
expressed  in  a  general  and  indefi- 
nite manner,  and  where,  as  in  the 
present  case,  circumstances  pre- 
clude the  privilege  of  knowing 
the  purposes  and  wishes  of  those 
who  propose  it,  and  who  are  to 
decide  on  its  merits,  a  great  diffi- 
culty is  experienced,  in  settling 
on  the  limits  of  the  work,  as  well 
as  in  selecting  the  materials  that 
are  to  compose  it.  This  difficul- 
ty is  increased  in  the  present 
case,  by  want  of  information  res- 
pecting the  exact  meaning  intend- 
ed to  be  attached  to  the  term  Ir- 
ritable State  of  the  Urinary  Blad- 
der. I  find  no  disease  bearing 
this  name  in  any  system  of  nosolo- 
gy, ancient  or  modern,  and  with 

*  This  Dissertation  received  the  Boyls- 
ton  Premium  for  the  present  year. 

45 


the  exception  of  what  is  contained 
in    some     comparatively     recent 
treatises  by  Rollo,  Wilson,  Foote 
and  Bingham,  where  the  symptoms 
of  irritable    bladder   are    made  a 
subject  of  separate  investigation,  I 
am   ignorant  of  any   authority  we 
possess  for  conferring  on  this  term 
the  dignity  and  privileges  of  a  se- 
parate   place    in    nosological    ar- 
rangement ;  or   of  any  important 
advantages  gained  by  considering 
all  cases  of  an   irritable   state  of 
the    bladder    under    one    general 
head,  in  preference  to  regarding 
it,  as   in  point   of  fact  it  in  most 
cases    is,   merely    a    symptom  of 
disease  previously  existing  in  some 
other  organ,  to  the  cure  of  which 
our  attention  should  be  chiefly  di- 
rected, rather  than  to  any  prima- 
ry affection  of  the  bladder.     It  is 
true  the  bladder  may  be  affected 
with  an  idiopathic   ii;ri(ability,  or 
with   inflammation    requiring   our 
undivided   attention  to  the  organ 
itself,  as  much  so  as  the  stomach, 
or  the   head,  and  we  have  terms 
expressive     of     inflaminntion     of 
these  organs,  in  Cystitis,  Phrenitis 
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and  Gastritis  ;  and  perhaps  an  idi- 
opathic, excitable  or  irritable 
state  of  either  of  the  organs  men- 
tioned, is  worthy  of  a  name  and 
place  in  the  catalogue  with  other 
diseases  ;  but  since  it  has  been 
withheld  from  such  affections  of 
the  stomach  and  head,  I  see  no 
good  reason  for  showing  such  par- 
tiality to  the  bladder.  But  ad- 
mitting the  term  to  be  correctly 
and  advantageously  employed  in 
respect  to  idiopathic  irritability 
of  the  bladder,  inasmuch  as  it  ex- 
presses our  meaning  more  defi- 
nitely than  the  term  Incontinence 
of  urine,  employed  prior  to  the 
time  of  Sauvages,  and  Eneuresis, 
used  since  his  day,  which  include 
two  nearly  opposite  diseases,  a 
morbidly  excitable  and  a  paralyz- 
ed bladder,  there  still  remain  ob- 
jections to  using  the  term  irritable 
state  of  the  bladder  when  the  af- 
fection depends  altogether  on  dis- 
eases in  other  organs.  We  have 
no  treatises  on  an  irritable  state 
of  the  stomach,  intended  to  in- 
clude that  which  exists  in  preg- 
nancy, or  from  inflamed  kidney, 
or  strangulated  hernia,  and  why 
then  employ  irritable  state  of  the 
bladder  to  express  that  which  re- 
sults from  disease  of  the  kidneys, 
or  of  the  prostate  gland,  when 
this  irritability  is  merely  sympa- 
thetic,— is  reckoned  too  among 
the  symptoms  of  such  primary  af- 
fection, and  requires  but  little  at- 
tention in  the  course  of  treatment. 
It  would  accord  better  then  with 
these  reflections,  and  be  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  state  of  the 
question  here  proposed,  to  limit 
our  investigations  to  the  cause  and 
treatment  of  an  irritable  state  of 
the  urinary  bladder  of  the  idiopa- 
thic or  local  kind.  An  objection, 
however,  immediately  presents  it- 
self to  this  course,  in  the  paucity 


of  materials  of  any  interest  that 
can  be  drawn  together  for  a  dis- 
sertation, and  this  consideration, 
together  with  the  difficulty  in 
some  cases  of  drawing  a  line  of 
distinction  between  idiopathic  and 
sympathetic  irritability,  and  the 
fact  that  Howship,  Foote,  Bing- 
ham and  others,  have  included 
under  this  head,  almost  every  va- 
riety of  irritable  bladder,  from 
whatever  cause,  induces  me  to 
adopt  the  same  course,  premis- 
ing, however,  that  the  nosological 
term  most  applicable,  as  covering 
more  of  the  ground  occupied  by 
this  dissertation  than  any  other, 
is  Eneuresis  Irritata. 

The  attention  will  first  be 
drawn  to  the  structure,  proper- 
ties and  functions  of  the  organ. 
The  bladder  is  a  species  of  mus- 
culo-membranous  sac,  situated 
without  the  peritoneum  at  the 
anterior  and  middle  part  of  the 
cavity  of  the  pelvis, — behind  the 
pubis, — before  the  rectum  io 
man,  and  the  uterus  in  woman, — 
below  the  mass  of  intestines,  and 
above  the  lower  part  of  the  rec- 
tum. The  sac  presents  different 
regions,  the  superior  of  which  is 
called  the  fundus  of  the  bladder; 
the  middle  part,  which  is  a  little 
larger,  is  called  the  body  of  this 
organ  ;  the  lower  part,  still  larg- 
er, is  called  the  lower  fundus,  and 
extends  backwards  ;  and,  lastly, 
the  fourth  region,  or  neck  of  the 
bladder,  which  stretches  forward. 

Of  the  two  surfaces  which  the 
bladder  presents,  the  internal  is 
most  worthy  of  examination. 
There  are  to  be  seen,  1st,  wrin- 
kles running  in  various  directions, 
and  more  or  less  multiplied  ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  contract- 
edness  of  the  organ  ; — 2d,  a  vel- 
vet-like surface,  resembling  what 
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is  seen  in  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines ; — 3d,  sometimes  eminences 
formed  by  the  prominency  of  some 
of  the  fibres  of  the  mucous  coat, 
between  which  there  are  depres- 
sions, where  are  sometimes  found 
calculous  secretions,  and  hence 
they  have  been  termed  stony 
cysts; — 4th,  three  openings,  one  in 
front,  which  leads  through  the 
urethra  ;  the  two  others,  situated 
posteriorly,  constituting  the  en- 
trance of  the  ureters.  These 
three  openings  form  the  angles  of 
a  triangular  surface,  called  by  the 
French  trigone  vesical,  which  is 
without  membranous  wrinkles, 
and  is  endowed  with  extreme  sen- 
sibility, as  is  evinced  by  the  acute 
pains  felt  when  a  calculus  or  stone 
comes  into  contact  with  it.  The 
whole  of  the  surface  near  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  is,  however, 
possessed  of  greater  sensibility 
than  the  superior  fundus. 

The  peritoneum  covers  its  su- 
perior, posterior,  and  lateral  por- 
tions, and  being  reflected  off  to 
the  walls  of  the  pelvis,  leaves  un- 
covered the  front,  the  lower,  and 
a  small  portion  of  the  back  part. 
It  is  by  these  uncovered  regions 
we  are  able  to  perforate  the  blad- 
der without  penetrating  the  cavi- 
ty of  the  abdomen.  It  is  by  a  lax 
cellular  structure  that  this  mem- 
brane adheres  to  the  subjacent  or 
muscular  coat,  and  this  cellular 
tunic  covers  the  whole  bladder, 
and  by  some  anatomists  has  been 
enumerated  as  one  of  its  coats. 
The  muscular  membrane,  destined 
to  contract  and  sustain  the  blad- 
der, is  situated  within  the  perito- 
neal coat,  and  extends  over  the 
whole  organ, — is  of  unequal  thick- 
ness in  different  portions  of  its  ex- 
tent,— is  very  thin  in  front,  behind 
and  on  the  sides, — is  more  deve- 
loped towards  the  neck,  and  es- 


pecially between  the  vesiculae 
seminales.  Its  fibres  are  whitish, 
flattened,  and  run  in  various  di- 
rections, sometimes  interlacing 
and  combining,  constituting  fleshy 
columns.  Low  down  in  the  fore 
part  of  the  bladder,  the  muscular 
fibres  collect  into  a  sort  of  tendon, 
which  stretches  off  to  the  pubis, 
and  this  in  the  contractions  of  the 
organ  causes  it  to  be  drawn  for- 
ward towards  the  back  of  the 
bone.  A  few  fibres  extend  to  Llie 
dense,  white,  elastic  substance, 
constituting  the  chief  thickness  of 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  which 
is  not  covered  by  a  particular 
muscle  of  the  sphincter  kind,  as 
some  anatomists  have  maintained.* 
The  inner  coat  is  called  the 
mucous,  between  which  and  the 
muscular  coat,  there  is  a  white 
dense  coat,  very  elastic,  formed 
of  cellular  structure,  but  desti- 
ture  of  fat.  It  is  penetrated  by 
numerous  bloodvessels  and  nerves, 
which  intimately  connect  the  mu- 
cous membrane  with  the  muscu- 
lar fibres.  In  this  structure  are 
situated  the  mucous  glands,  whose 

*  Mr.  Bell  sajs,  "  the  true  sphincter  of 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  has  hitherto  es- 
caped notice  ;  it  has  been  looked  for  on 
the  outside  of  the  prostate  gland,  and  then 
the  compressor  prostatas,  the  levator  ure- 
thrae  and  the  levator  ani  have  been  con- 
sidered as  sphincters,  and  so  indeed  they 
are,  inasmuch  as  during^  their  action  the 
urine  cannot  be  expelled  along  the  ure- 
thra ;  but  the  true  and  appropriate  sphinc- 
ter of  the  bladder  lies  under  '.lie  base  of 
the  prostate  gland,  and  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  beginning  of  the  urethra." 
In  another  place,  vol.  1,  p.  231,  he  savs, 
"  the  sphincter  vesicae  is  not  easily  distin- 
guished from  the  detrusor  urinae,  being 
the  fibres  of  it,  only  thicker  and  stronger 
at  the  lower  and  narrower  part  of  the 
bladder."  It  is  the  opinion  of  French 
anatomists  generally,  that  there  is  no  such 
muscle  as  the  sphincter  vesicae,  though 
they  admit  that  the  levators  of  the  ure- 
thra and  anus  perform  the  office  of  a  sphinc- 
ter, aided  by  the  natural  contraciility  of 
the  urethra. 
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secretory  ducts  perforate  and  glands,  not  by  coming  in  contact 
open  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  with  the  glands,  for  these  are  al- 
mucous  membrane.  It  is  from  ways  under  the  membrane,  and 
this  texture,  more  compact  than  consequently  separated  by  it  from 
the  rest  of  the  cellular  system  irritating  bodies,  but  by  irritating 
generally,  that  the  mucous  mem-  the  extremity  of  the  excretory 
brane  derives  its  support.  It  is  ducts.  Mr.  C.  Bell  denies  the 
called  by  some  the  cellular  coat,  existence  of  the  mucous  glands, 
by  others  the  submucous.  and  says  that  the  mucus  is  proba- 

The  raucous  coat,  named  from  bly  a  general  discharge  from  the 
the  fluid  spread  over  its  surface,  surface.  Bichat,  on  the  contrary, 
lines  the  urinary  channels  through-  remarks,  that  though  it  is  true 
out  their  whole  extent,  from  the  they  are  less  apparent  in  the  blad- 
glans  penis,  through  the  urethra,  der  than  in  the  oesophagus  and  in- 
the  bladder,  ureters,  the  pelvis  testines,yet  the  mucus  that  moist- 
of  the  kidneys,  the  infundibuli,  ens  them  clearly  demonstrates 
the  papillas  and  the  capillary  tubes  their  existence,  for  the  identity 
which  open  on  their  summit.  In  of  secreted  fluids  supposes,  in  fact, 
the  ordinary  contractions  of  the  identity  of  the  secreting  organs, 
bladder  this  membrane  undergoes  It  appears  that  when  these  glands 
but  a  slight  diminution  of  surface;  are  hidden  from  our  vievv,  nature 
it  contracts  scarcely  at  all,  but  compensates  for  their  delicacy, 
folds  within.  Its  inner  surface  is  by  their  number, 
in  contact  with  bodies  heteroge-  The  blood  of  the  bladder  comes 
neous  to  the  living  structure,  and  in  tortuous  vessels  and  without 
hence  may  be  regarded  as  the  li-  uniformity  from  the  hypogastric, 
mit  and  barrier  placed  between  umbilical,  ischiatic,  and  middle 
it  and  the  bodies  that  are  foreign  haemorrhoidal  arteries,  the  largest 
to  it  ;  defending  it  from  the  inju-  of  which  are  seen  about  the  neck 
rious  impression  of  these  bodies,  of  the  organ.  Its  veins  are  large 
as  the  skin  does  the  surface  of  the  and  more  numerous,  and  return 
body,  and  experiencing  no  other  the  blood  into  the  hypogastric 
change  in  itself,  than  an  increase  plexus.  The  lymphatics  are  nu- 
of  secretion  which  is  in  no  degree  merous,  and  lead  lo  the  hypogas- 
dangerous.  The  inner  surface  is  trie  glands.  The  nerves  come 
covered  with  numerous  papilloe,  from  the  hypogastric  and  sciatic 
too  small  to  be  seen  by  the  naked  plexuses,  which  are  made  up  from 
eye.  Contiguous  to  its  outer  sur-  the  cerebral  and  ganglionary  sys- 
face  are  the  innumerable  small  tems,  the  latter  of  which  predo- 
glands  above  mentioned,  imper-  minate. 
ceptible    in    their   natural    state, 

but  which  become  visible  when  In  respect  to  its  properties,  the 
this  tunic  is  affected  with  catarrh,  mucous  coat  of  the  bladder  pos- 
and  which  filtvate  the  mucous  li-  sesses  animal  sensibility,  which 
quor  destined  to  protect  the  blad-  exists  however  in  relation  to  the 
der  from  a  too  strong  impression  contact  of  substances  to  which  it 
from  the  urine.  Every  consider-  is  not  accustomed,  as  foreign  bo- 
able  excitement  of  the  mucous  dies  introduced  into  the  organ,  and 
surface  produces  a  remarkable  stone,  gravel,  acrid  urine,  or  oth- 
increase  of  action  of  its  secretory    er   irritating  substances    formed 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL.  709 

within  the  body.  Inflammation,  to  the  smallest  siz«.  This  con- 
howevcr,  raises  its  sensibility,  and  tractiiity  resides  in  its  muscular 
renders  the  contact  even  of  heal-  coat.  To  this  coat,  which  is  des- 
thy  urine  both  sensible  and  pain-  titute  of  an  antagonist  muscle,  is 
ful,  and  this  too,  whether  the  in-  opposed  the  urine,  which  collects 
flammation  be  of  local  or  of  sym-  and  distends  it  till  its  quantity  or 
pathetic  origin,  lis  organic  sensi-  quality  stimulates  the  organ  into 
biUty  is  strongly  marked,  and  is  action.  There  are,  according  to 
the  spring  to  most  of  its  actions,  Bichat,  three  kinds  of  contractili- 
both  in  health  and  disease.  It  ty  concerned  in  the  motions  of  the 
possesses  :in  animal  or  voluntary  bladder: — 1.  Animal  ;  2.  Organ- 
contractility  and  very  little  organic  ic  ;  3.  Textural.  The  first  re- 
contractilily^  as  is  evident  from  the  sides  chiefly  in  the  voluntary  mus- 
wrinkles  it  exhibits,  when  sudden-  cles,  the  diaphragm  and  those  sur- 
ly emptied.  Its  sympathies  are  rounding  the  abdomen,  and  perhaps 
numerous  and  extensive,  and  may  in  some  degree  the  bladder  itself; 
with  propriety  be  divided,  accord-  for,  though  the  organ  is  not  class- 
ing to  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hunter,  in-  ed  among  those  of  animal  life,  and 
to  continuous,  contiguous,  and  re-  submitted  to  the  will,  yet  it  is 
mote.  It  sympathizes  more  rea-  more  allied  to  them  in  this  respect 
dily  with  organs  that  are  lined  by  than  the  heart  and  stomach;  "for," 
a  continuity  of  its  texture,  as  the  says  Bichat,  "  w^e  know  that  falls 
kidneys,  ureters  and  urethra  ;  in  on  the  sacrum,  from  which  arise 
diseases  of  neighboring  organs  it  a  shock  of  the  inferior  part  of  the 
also  often  participates,  and  it  holds  spinal  marrow,  produce  retention 
an  intimate  reciprocal  influence  of  urine, — that  they  strike  as  it 
with  the  skin.  were  this  o^gan  with  the  same 
Among  the  most  remarkable  paralysis  as  the  inferior  extremi- 
properlies  of  the  muscular  coat,  ties,  which  then  also  cease  to 
are,  its  sudden  and  extensive  e.r-  move.  Yet  as  the  bladder  is  very 
tensibilily  and  contractility.  Arti-  powerfully  assisted  in  its  functions 
ficially  distended,  the  bladder  be-  by  the  abdominal  muscles  which 
comes  immediately  of  a  size  tre-  surround  it,  the  immobility  of 
ble  that  which  is  natural  and  or-  these  muscles  contributes  much 
dinary.  If  it  sometimes  resists,  to  the  inability  to  evacuate  the 
it  is  no  proof  of  its  wanting  exten-  urine."  It  is,  however,  the  se- 
sibility  ;  it  is  because  the  fluid  in-  cond  kind,  or  organic  contractility, 
jected  irritates  it  and  makes  it  that  predominates  in  the  contrac- 
contract.  To  use  the  words  of  tions  of  the  bladder,  which  derives 
Bichat,  "  the  organic  contractili-  its  influence  from  the  nerves  of 
ty  in  exercise  in  this  case,  pre-  organic  life,  from  the  ganglions  of 
vents  the  development  of  exten-  the  great  sympathetic.  The  third 
sibility,  but  when  urine  distends  kind,  or  contraclilily  of  texture,  or 
the  bladder  from  suppression,  we  tonicity,  which  prevails  alike  in 
see  it  rise  from  its  contracted  and  the  organs  of  both  animal  and  or- 
concealed  state  behind  the  pubis,  ganic  life,  has  little  or  no  agency 
sometimes  even  above  the  umbi-  in  expelling  the  urine,  but  after 
licus, — on  the  other  hand  its  con-  the  other  two  contractile  powers 
tractiiity  will,  in  an  instant,  com-  have  expelled  it,  the  contractility 
press  the  full  distended   bladder  of  texture  closes  the  organ.     The 
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urine  then  is  retained  in,  or  ex- 
pelled from  the  bladder,  in  the 
following  manner  :  gradually  col- 
lecting, it  distends  the  organ  with- 
out exciting  into  action  the  sensi- 
ble organic  contractility;  the  mus- 
cular coat  yielding  to  the  urine  in 
this  case  as  a  set  of  voluntary 
muscles  does  while  its  antagonist 
ones  are  in  action,  until  the  urine 
has,  by  its  increased  quantity,  be- 
come an  irritant  sufficiently  pow- 
erful to  excite  the  organic  con- 
tractility. The  strength  of  this 
alone,  is,  however,  unable  ordi- 
narily to  overcome  the  resistance 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  which 
is  closed  by  the  contractility  of 
texture,  and  must  be  overcome 
by  some  force  communicated  to 
the  urine.  To  accomplish  this, 
there  is  a  slight  voluntary  effort 
niade  by  the  diaphragm  and  abdo- 
minal muscles,  sufficient  to  force 
open  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ;  af- 
ter which,  there  is  no  need  of 
continuing  the  effort,  the  organ 
itself  being  able  to  finish  the  ex- 
pulsion. When,  however,  the 
urine  is  in  great  quantity,  and  has 
by  long  retention  acquired  the 
deep  color  which  indicates  a  con- 
centration of  its  principles,  then 
the  irritation  it  produces  on  the 
bladder,  brings  powerfully  into 
action  the  sensible  organic  con- 
tractility, and  the  contents  are 
expelled,  voluntary  efforts  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however, 
that  the  action  is  not  immediate. 
There  is,  between  the  stimulus 
and  muscular  coat,  something  in- 
termediate ;  the  mucous  surface, 
which  feels  the  irritation,  and  its 
impression  is  extended  to  the  mus- 
cular coat,  through  tiie  intervening 
cellular  texture.  When  the  mu- 
cous coat  that  receives  the  im- 
pression is  diseased,  the  contrac- 


tility is  uniformly  altered  ;  the 
same  stimulus  produces  slow  or 
quick  contractions,  according  as 
the  affection  diminishes  or  raises 
the  sensibility  of  this  intermediate 
organ  ;  even  slight  inflammation 
may  produce  very  frequent  dis- 
charges of  urine.* 

A  desire  to  void  urine  varies  in 
its  frequency,  from  a  variety  of 
circumstances,  some  of  which  re- 
fer to  the  state  of  the  organ,  oth- 
ers to  the  nature  and  qualities  of 
the  urine.  Among  those  of  the 
former  may  be  mentioned  age, 
sex,  temperament  and  habit.  In 
infancy,  the  muscular  coat  res- 
ponds with  great  quickness  to  the 
stimulus  of  the  urine.  Children 
often  discharge  it  in  sleep, — this 
susceptibility  of  the  organ  is,  how- 
ever, gradually  diminished  by  age 
and  growth,  and  in  old  age  there 
is  a  defect  of  an  opposite  charac- 
ter,— a  want  of  excitability  in  the 
organ,  and  a  consequent  retention. 
In  females,  the  irritability  of  the 
organ  is  ordinarily  greater  than  in 
males.  An  irritable  temperament 
has  some  influence  on  the  organ, 
and  season  still  more.  All  vesi- 
cal diseases  vary,  in  summer  and 
winter,  and  are  always  exasperat- 
ed by  easterly  winds.  Habit,  too, 
is  worthy  of  attention,  as  will 
hereafter  be  shown.  The  inflam- 
mation of  the  organ  has  already 
been  adverted  to. 

In  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 

*  The  muscular  coat  of  the  bladder 
possesses  very  little  animal  sensibility. 
•'•  Remove,"  says  Bichat,  ''  the  peritone- 
um behind  the  bladder  of  a  living  dogf, 
and  irritate  the  subjacent  layer,  the  ani- 
mal gives  but  few  marks  of  pain."  He 
mentions  an  uneasiness,  or  feeling  of  slight 
distress,  experienced  by  persons  whose 
bladder  is  kept  permanently  empty,  as  by 
an  open  sound  in  the  urethra,  wliich  trans- 
mits urine  as  fast  as  it  oozes  from  the  ure- 
ters ;  this  unpleasant  sensation  he  attri- 
butes to  the  stimulus  of  inamtioti. 
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urine,  its  influence  on  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  bladder  will  be  va- 
ried, according  to  its  degree  of 
strength  or  acrimony.  Such  are 
sometimes  its  stimulating  proper- 
ties, that  the  bladder  expels  it  as 
fast  as  it  collects.  Its  quantity  is 
influenced  by  the  suddenness  of 
its  accumulation.  Of  all  the  ani- 
mal fluids,  the  urine  is  most  vari- 
able in  its  physical  and  chemical 
qualities.  Not  only  its  materials 
appear  mixed  in  difl*erejit  proi)or- 
tions,  but  there  are  frequent  dif- 
ferences in  respect  to  their  num- 
ber. Ordinarily  there  are  three 
kinds  of  urine,  varying  in  physical 
and  chemical  qualities,  according 
to  the  time  it  has  been  retained. 

1.  The  urine  of  rfr/n/c  is  rendered 
almost  immediately  after  a  great 
quantity  of  liquid  has  been  receiv- 
ed into  the  stomach  ;  it  is  but 
slightly  animalized,  its  odor  is 
feeble,  its  color  lighter  than  straw. 
It  is  almost  entirely  aqueous,  and 
possesses  sometimes  a  part  of  the 
qualities  of  tlie  drink  that  has  been 
taken.  Certain  medicinal  sub- 
stances, called  diuretics,  have  a 
specific  action  on  the  kidneys  in 
augmenting  the  secretion.  Charg- 
ed with  a  very  small  quantity  of 
the  salts  and  other  materials  con- 
stituting the  true  urine,  that  of 
drink  is  an  unfaithful  representa- 
tion of  this  li(|uid,  and  therefore 
is  not  selected  by  the  chemist  for 
analysis.  Experiments  thus  made, 
serve  to  determine  wherein  the 
urine  of  drink  difl'ers  from  that 
which  is  secreted  durinsr  the 
course  of  a  typhous  fever.  In 
relation  to  their  physical  proper- 
ties, their  diflerence  is  very  small. 

2.  The  urine  of  chyle  possesses 
much  more  of  the  constituent 
principles  than  the  above, — its 
odor  and  color  are  more  strongly 
marked  : — the  kidneys   have  re- 


ceived blood  charged  with  chyle, 
and  elaborate  a  more  perl'ect 
urine,  partaking  very  often  of  the 
nature  of  alimentary  substances. 
3.  That  of  the  bloody  possesses  all 
the  characteristic  principles  of 
urine,  whether  physical  or  che- 
mical, in  the  highest  degree,  and 
is  therefore  generally  selected  by 
chemists  for  analysis. 

Such  are  the  appearances  of 
urine  in  a  state  of  health;  but  this 
excretion  is  singularly  modified  by 
disease;  and  the  changes  to  which 
it  is  liable,  have  attiacted  the 
attention  of  physicians  in  all  ages, 
because  they  serve  in  some  mea- 
sure to  indicate  the  state  of  the 
patient,  and  the  progress  of  the 
disease  under  which  he  labors. 
"  The  following,"  says  Thomson, 
"  are  tiie  most  remarkable  of 
these  changes  that  have  been 
observed. 

"1.  In  injfammutory  diseases 
the  urine  is  of  a  red  color,  and 
peculiarly  acrid  ;  it  deposits  no 
sediment  on  standing,  but  with 
corrosive  sublimate  it  yields  a 
copious  precipitate. 

'■'■2.  Duv\Yig  jaundice  the  urine 
has  an  orange-yellow  color,  and 
communicates  the  same  tint  to 
linen.  Muriatic  acid  renders  this 
urine  green,  and  thus  detects  the 
presence  of  a  little  bile. 

"  3.  About  the  end  of  inflam- 
matory diseases,  the  urine  becomes 
abundant,  and  deposits  a  copious 
pink  colored  sediment,  composed 
of  rosacic  acid,  a  little  jdiosphate 
of  lime,  and  uric  acid. 

"  4.  During  hysterical  parox- 
ysms, the  urine'  usually  flows 
abundantly.  It  is  limpid  and  co- 
lorless, containing  much  salt,  but 
scarcely  any  urea,  or  gelatine. 

"  5.  Mr.  Berthollet  observed, 
that  the  urine  of  gouty  persons, 
contains  usually   much  less  phos- 
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phoric  acid  than  healthy  urine. 
But  during  a  gouty  paroxysm,  it 
contains  much  more  phosphoric 
acid  than  usual  ;  though  not  more 
than  constantly  exists  in  healthy 
urine. 

"6.  In  general  (Zrops?/,  the  urine 
is  loaded  with  albumen,  and  be- 
comes milky,  or  even  coagulates 
when  heated, or  at  least  when  acids 
are  mixed  with  it.  In  dropsy  from 
diseased  liver,  no  albumen  is  pre- 
sent ;  the  urine  is  scanty,  high 
colored,  and  deposits  the  pink 
colored  sediment.  In  certain 
cases,  females  have  been  observ- 
ed to  pass  urine  which  had  the 
appearance  of  milk,  and  which,  on 
examination,  proved  to  differ  from 
common  urine,  in  containing  a 
notable  proportion  of  the  curdy 
part  of  milk. 

"7.  In  dyspepsia,  the  urine  al- 
ways yields  a  copious  precipitate 
with  tan,  and  putrefies  rapidly. 
'  "  8.  The  urine  of  rickety  pa- 
tients, is  said  to  be  loaded  with 
phosphate  of  lime,  or,  according 
to  others,  with  oxalate  of  lime. 

"  9.  Wr.  Rose  has  ascertained 
that  in  chronic  hepatitis,  the  urine 
is  destitute  of  urea.  This  fact  is 
confirmed  by  the  experiments  of 
Dr.  Henry. 

"  10.  In  diabetes  the  urine  is 
sweet-tasted,  and  often  loaded 
with  saccharine  matter.  Twenty- 
nine  ounces  of  sugar,  according  to 
Cruikshank,  have  been  voided  in 
the  urine  of  a  diabetic  patient,  in 
a  single  day." 

(To  be  continued.) 


II. 

Effects  of  Spirits  of  Turpentine  in 
a  Case  of  Jntermittent. 

By  M.  F.  Colby,  M.D. 

Heman   Bangs,   of  the  town  of 
Hammond,  St.  Lawrence  County, 


State  of  New-York,  was  attacked 
with  intermittent  about  the  first 
of  March  last.  The  paroxysms 
were  interrupted  by  occasional 
emetics,  cinchona,  sulphate  of 
quinine,  &c.  In  consequence  of 
having  suffered  several  times  from 
a  recurrence  of  the  fits,  he  was 
induced  to  visit  Derby,  (Vt.)  an- 
ticipating benefit  from  change  of 
climate.  I  was  called  to  him 
about  the  1st  of  July  ;  found  him 
laboring  under  a  severe  tertian  ; 
much  debilitated  ;  countenance 
indicating  extreme  functional  de- 
rangement of  the  liver.  Mild 
mercurial  laxatives  evidently  in- 
creased the  severity  of  the  pa- 
roxysms ;  the  disease,  however, 
appeared  to  yield  to  free  doses  of 
cinchona,  with  Fowler's  solution, 
&c.  No  improvement  in  the  ge- 
neral health  ;  appetite  impaired, 
with  occasional  headach. 

Aug.  1st.  Paroxysms  returned, 
with  increased  severity.  On  the 
5th,  gave  him  two-thirds  of  a  large 
table-spoonful  of  spirits  of  turpen- 
tine, in  molasses,  in  the  midst  of 
the  cold  stage.  Effects  :  an  im- 
mediate suspension  of  the  cold 
stage  ;  the  patient  called  for  and 
drank  freely  of  cold  water  ;  in 
about  five  minutes,  vomited  ;  the 
hot  and  sweating  stages  not  dis- 
tinctly marked,  but  complained 
of  pain  and  headach  through  the 
day.  I  directed  the  same  quan- 
tity of  turpentine  to  be  given  im- 
mediately, on  the  accession  of  the 
next  cold  stage.  The  patient 
refused  to  take  it,  and  had  severe 
paroxysms  on  the  7th  and  9th.  On 
the  11th,  was  prevailed  on  to 
take  the  turpentine  on  the  acces- 
sion of  chills.  Effects  :  chills  in- 
stantly suspended  ;  no  nausea  or 
unpleasant  symptom  followed.  On 
the  13th,  15th,  17th,  and  19tb, 
the  turpentine  was  administered 
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»,vitli  the  same  beneficial  eflfects. 
From  this  time  his  general  health 
improved  rapidly.  I  saw  him  the 
last  of  October  in  perfect  health. 

I  was  induced  to  make  trial  of 
the  turpentine  in  this  case  from 
having  observed, 

1st.  That  functional  derange- 
ment of  the  liver  is  one  of  the  first 
and  immediate  effects  of  the  dis- 
ease. 

2d.  That  structural  derange- 
ment of  the  liver  and  spleen  exists 
to  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  all 
protracted  cases. 

3d.  That  the  usual  tonic  re- 
medies, though  they  arrest  the 
morbid  phenomena  constituting 
the  essential  character  of  the  dis- 
ease, have  a  direct  tendency  to 
increase  structural  derangement 
of  the  viscera, — hence  the  opi- 
nion, that  it  injures  the  constitu- 
tion to  break  the  fits,  by  tonics,  is 
not  ill  founded. 

4lh.  That  turpentine  possesses 
the  property  not  only  of  arousing 
the  system  from  a  state  of  torpor, 
but  also  of  suppressing  inordinate 
action,  particularly  of  the  mucous 
tissues. 

In  typhus  I  have  used  turpen- 
tine freely  for  three  years  past. 
After  bleeding,  if  any  symptoms 
of  gastro-enteritis  exist,  I  use  it 
freely,  in  doses  of  one  tea-spoon- 
ful, combined  with  calomel  and 
castor  oil,  and  repeat  daily  till  all 
tenderness  is  removed  from  the 
abdomen. 


III. 

Of  Laborious  Labor. — From  Lec- 
tures delivered  at  Gmfs  Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

Although,    gentlemen,     in     all 
caseS;  the  use  of  instruments  con- 


trived for  the  extraction  of  the 
foetus,  is  to  be  looked  on  as  a 
great  evil,  yet  in  labors  of  diffi- 
culty or  danger,  it  sometimes 
happens,  that  the  use  of  these 
instruments  occasions  a  smaller 
evil  than  that  ^vhich  would  arise 
from  the  commission  of  the  labor 
to  the  unassisted  efforts  of  nature. 
In  these  cases,  and  these  cases 
only,  it  is,  that  the  employment 
of  instruments  becomes  justifiable, 
and  to  the  consideration  of  these 
cases,  the  laborious  labors,  as 
they  are  denominated,  we  will 
now  proceed  ;  commencing  with 
the  consideration  of  the  more  im- 
portant accidents  to  which,  in  this 
variety  of  it,  delivery  becomes 
obnoxious,  whether  during  partu- 
rition or  afterwards.  And  first, 
let  us  give  our  attention  to  those 
accidents  which  occur,  more  es- 
pecially, during  the  delivery. 

It  is  not  frequently  that  a 
disruption  of  the  larger  air  tubes 
occurs  in  the  progress  of  laborious 
parturition  ;  yet  this  accident  is 
sometimes  observed,  the  trachea 
or  bronchi  giving  way.  After 
much  exertion,  the  neck  and  face 
swell  ;  from  the  hurrying  of  the 
circulation,  an  erythematous  flush 
of  the  integuments  is  produced, 
and  at  first  glance  the  patient  ap- 
pears to  labor  under  a  sudden  at- 
tack of  erysipelas  ;  the  flatulent 
nature  of  the  swelling  manifesting 
itself  on  making  an  examination, 
by  the  usual  crepitus  perceived 
on  compressing,  and  lightly  sham- 
pooing the  skin  with  the  tips  of 
the  fingers.  Should  emphysema 
occur,  delivery  is  desirable.  To 
retain  the  breath  and  force  down, 
is  likely  to  aggravate  the  disease, 
so  that  the  emission  of  the  voice 
may  be  recommended.  After 
delivery,  if  I  may  judge  from  the 
single  case  brought  under   my  no- 
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tice,  the  aperture,  seldom  per-  Though  not  a  certain  preventive 
hapsB  capacious,  heals  spontaneous-  of  vascular  or  cardiac  laceration, 
ly,  and  without  inflammation  the  the  abstraction  of  blood  from  the 
air  is  absorbed.  The  patient  arm  seems  to  be  the  remedy  more 
under  my  care,  a  stout  Irishwo-  especially  deserving  trial.  It  is 
man,  disposed  to  clamor  and  to  not  always  with  repletion,  nor  un- 
make violent  efforts,  was,  in  a  der  the  more  violent  efforts  of  the 
former  labor,  attacked  with  the  uterus,  that  these  disruptions  oc- 
laceration,  recovering  on  both  cur  ;  nor  is  there,  in  general,  a 
occasions  without  a  single  bad  previous  warning ;  they  are,  how- 
symptom.  The  second  time,  she  ever,  to  be  apprehended,  more 
was  delivered  by  the  help  of  the  especially  if  the  system  is  full  of 
long  forceps.  blood,  and  if  the  uterine  efforts 
In  labors,  protracted  and  vio-  are  violent.  Delivery  seems  to 
lent,  the  vascular  system  may  be  clearly  indicated,  when  these 
give  way  ;  nor  is  the  patient  al-  ruptures  are  reasonably  appre- 
ways  of  plethoric  habit.  Some-  bended  ;  and  though  the  abstrac- 
times  the  smaller  parts  of  this  tion  of  blood  from  the  arm  is  by 
system,  sometimes  the  more  ca-  no  means  a  certain  security  against 
pacious,  are  burst,  and  the  blood  laceration  of  the  heart  or  vessels; 
may  become  extravasated  into  any  yet,  in  prudence,  this  remedy 
of  the  three  great  cavities — the  ought  to  be  tried.  Voluntary 
head,  chest,  or  abdomen.  After  urging,  in  these  cases,  is  undesir- 
a  most  laborious  labor,  a  young  able.  The  calmer  the  patient  is, 
lady,  suffering  a  very  severe  pain,  the  better. 

the  foetus  suddenly  burst  into  the  In  the  commotion  of  labor, 
world  ;  but  at  the  same  moment  sometimes  the  genitals  give  way 
the  blood  began  to  gush  from  the  in  the  upper  part  of  the  pelvis, 
lungs,  and  speedily  the  patient  the  body  of  the  womb  yielding  oc- 
was  suffocated.  A  woman,  of  a  casionally,  and  still  more  frequent- 
system  by  no  means  plethoric,  af-  ly  the  neck  or  vagina.  Longitu- 
ter  uterine  hajmorrhage,  neither  dinal  lacerations  are  not  common; 
very  violent,  nor  very  long  conti-  in  general,  the  rending  is  trans- 
nued,  suddenly  fell  back  upon  the  verse,  and  lies  opposite  the  pfro- 
bed  and  expired.  On  inspection  montory  of  the  sacrum,  or  the 
afterwards,  the  mouth  of  the  symphysis  pubis,  the  regions  most 
womb  was  found  to  be  dilated  to  obnoxious  to  laceration.  Fre- 
the  breadth  of  a  dollar,  the  shoul-  quenlly,  the  rent  is  carried  com- 
der  presenting,  and  the  right  ven-  pletely  through  the  peritoneum, 
tricle  of  the  heart  was  laid  open  so  that  the  hand  might  be  carried 
to  the  extent  of  one  or  two  inch-  up  among  the  intestines;  occasion- 
es,  as  if  it  had  been  wounded  by  ally,  the  rent  penetrates  to  the  pe- 
the  knife,  and  the  pericardium  ritoneum  without  passing  through 
contained  an  ounce  or  two  of  it,  the  inner  textures,  vaginal  or 
blood.  For  \vhen  the  heart  bursts,  uterine,  alone  giving  way;  nor 
a  very  small  bleeding  seems  to  am  I  fully  convinced  that  these 
accompany  the  cessation  of  its  lacerations,  when  seated  in  the 
action.  To  a  very  sensible  friend,  upper  part,  are  much  less  dan- 
Mr.  Bryant,  of  Kennington,  I  am  gerous  than  the  preceding.  The 
indebted  for  this  case.  foetus  uiay   be    expelled    by    the 
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same  effort  which  lacerates  the  you,  therefore,  I  trust,  will  never 
uterus,  as  in  one  case  which  fell  lacerate  the  genitals,  by  the 
under  my  own  notice  ;  or  the  ge-  clumsy  use  of  the  lever  or  the 
nitals  yielding,  the  head  may  re-  forceps,  by  a  hurried  abstraction 
main  impacted  in  the  pelvis,  the  of  the  head,  or  by  coarse'and  for- 
body  alone,  of  the  child,  lying  forth  cible  attempts  to  introduce  the 
through  the  opening  into  the  peri-  hand  into  the  womb  or  vagina, 
toneal  sac  ;  or,  lastly,  and  most  Sometimes,  however,  without 
frequently,  the  womb  or  vagina  this  manual  violence,  the  womb 
yielding,  the  whole  foetus,  with  yields  spontaneously,  nor  do  I 
its  secundines,  may  pass  through  know  any  certain  mode  of  pre- 
the  laceration,  so  as  to  lodge  venting  this,  except  by  the  ab- 
among  the  intestines.  straction.  It  is  much  to  be  re- 
Variously,  and  not  always  with  gretted,  that  (as  before  observed) 
just  blame  of  the  obstretric  at-  we  possess,  at  present,  no  certain 
tendants,  these  lacerations  of  the  and  timely  indication,  by  which 
genitals  may  be  produced  ;  some-  the  accident  may  be  foreknown, 
times  by  rude  attempts  to  intro-  A  rending  sensation,  and  sudden 
duce  the  hand,  sometimes  by  the  collapse  of  the  strength,  with  a 
ill-directed  introduction  of  the  small  discharge  from  the  womb, 
forceps  or  the  lever,  sometimes  are  sometimes  the  first  mani.^esta- 
by  the  rash  and  rapid  abstraction  tions  by  which  the  laceration  is 
of  the  head,  and  sometimes  by  the  indicated,  so  that  there  is  no  room 
long  continued  and  violent,  but  for  a  preventive  practice  ;  nor 
unavailing,  efforts  of  the  womb  to  may  it  be  amiss  to  remark  here, 
expel  the  foetus,  the  uterus  tear-  that  when  the  disruption  has  oc- 
ing  under  its  own  exertions.  The  curred,  the  case,  though  danger- 
symptoms  and  treatment  of  lace-  ous,  is  not  hopeless  ;  and  that  the 
rations  after  they  have  occurred,  abstraction  of  the  child  by  turn- 
we  will  consider  at  large  on  some  ing,  may  be  looked  on  as  a  princi- 
future  occasion,  confining  our   ob-  pal  remedy. 

servations,  at  present,  to  the  pre-  Among  the  accidents  of  labori- 
vention  of  this  tremendous  acci-  ous  labor,  laceration  of  the  peri- 
dent.  Lacerations  may  be  sudden,  neum,  together  with  the  adjacent 
no  premonitory  symptom  preced-  parts,  deserves  especial  comme- 
ing,  so  that  we  have  not  always  an  moration.  More  rarely  the  head 
opportunity  of  taking  precautiona-  has  forced  its  way  through  the 
ry  measures  ;  yet,  now  and  then,  lower  extremity  of  the  rectum 
the  accident  is  foreshown  more  or  and  anus,  the  vagina  yielding 
less  distinctly,  by  the  violence  of  posteriorly.  In  some  few  cases, 
the  uterine  effoits  ;  and,  above  the  perineum  dilating  greatly  un- 
all,  by  unusual,  and,  as  it  were,  der  the  pressure  of  the  cranium, 
unintelligible,  pains.  "  The  an  aperture  has  been  forced  be- 
cramp,"  the  patient  exclaims,  and  tween  the  genital  fi§sure  and  the 
suddenly  the  womb  gives  way,  or  anus,  the  child  leaving  the  pelvis 
stabbings  or  cuttings,  unusually  and  passing  ihrough  the  opening, 
severe,  are  felt  for  some  minutes.  In  niost  instances,  however,  the 
before  the  laceration  in  the  region  perineum  gives  way,  in  conse- 
of  the  rent.  In  a  scientific  mid-  c]uence  of  the  fissure  enlarging 
wifery,   violence  has  no  place  ;  towards  the  anus  ;  someliuies  di- 
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rectly  and  extensively,  so  that  the  to  do  so  by  friends  about  her,  the 
sphincter  ani  is  torn,  the  anus  and  patient  should  not  force  volunta- 
genitals  of  consequence  forming  rily,  when  the  head  is  at  the  point 
but  one  aperture.  Now  and  then,  of  emersion,  and  the  perineum  is 
however,  the  perineum  yields  ob-  in  danger  of  giving  way.  Dan- 
rKjuely,  the  rent  being  carried  gerous  distension  is  easily  ascer- 
down  on  one  side  of  the  rectum,  tained  by  feeling  the  part.  As, 
so  that  the  gut  escapes  ;  and  very  however,  the  whole  subject  will 
frequently,  whether  direct  or  ob-  be  considered  more  largely  here- 
lique,  the  laceiation  is  of  small  after,  I  forbear,  at  present,  from 
extent  only,  perhaps  not  exceed-  further  remark, 
ing  half  an  inch  or  an  inch.  When  In  laborious  labors,  the  urethra 
the  rents  are  of  small  extent  they  is  liable  to  be  more  or  less  ob- 
occasion  but  little  inconvenience  ;  structed,  and  large  accumulations 
when  the  intestine  is  involved  in  of  urine  in  the  bladder  may  arise 
the  injury,  the  retentive  powers  in  consequence.  Inflammation  of 
^vhich  restrain  the  faeces,  lost  for  the  cervix  vesicae,  swelling  there, 
a  longer  or  shorter  period,  are  perhaps  spasmodic  constriction  of 
perhaps  never  thoroughly  restor-  the  upper  part  of  the  urethra, 
ed.  When  the  laceration  is  car-  and  the  compression  of  this  yield- 
ried  downward  obliquely  to  the  ing  duct  between  the  head  of  the 
side  of  the  anus,  the  power  of  foetus  and  the  front  of  the  pelvis, 
restraining  the  contents  of  the  are  the  most  probable  causes  of 
bowels  remains.  these  obstructions.  The  less  the 
Rude  attempts  to  introduce  the  patient  drinks,  and  the  more  she 
hand — the  rapid  abstraction  of  the  perspires,  in  these  cases,  the  bet- 
head  by  embryo-spastic  instru-  ter.  When  the  bladder  is  full,  I 
ments — or  the  sudden  eruption  of  have  often  perceived  it  through 
the  cranium  from  the  pelvis,  un-  the  abdominal  coverings,  forming 
der  the  natural  efforts,  at  a  time  a  large  tumor,  to  be  felt  distinctly 
when  the  perineum  is  unprotected  in  the  front  of  the  abdomen  lying 
by  the  accoucheur:  these  are  the  over  the  uterus.  By  cautiously 
principal  causes  of  laceration  ;  bearing  the  foetal  head  from  the 
and  now  and  then,  perhaps,  the  front  of  the  pelvis,  and  passing 
rent  may  be  occasioned  by  the  along  the  urethra  a  catheter  flat- 
descent  of  the  foetal  shoulders,  tened  and  small,  the  urine  may 
when  broad.  If  many  children  now  and  then  be  drawn  off";  but 
have  been  born  before,  lacerations  in  laborious  labors,  when  there  is 
are  less  likely  to  occur,  as  a  ri-  real  difficulty,  the  catheter  some- 
gidity  of  the  part  met  with  in  first  times  cannot  be  passed  up.  If  the 
labors,  especially  if  women  are  urine  cannot  be  withdrawn,  the 
advanced  towards  middle  life,  delivery  must  be  accomplished 
seems  to  be  a  principal  cause  dis-  artificially,  provided  the  accumu- 
posing  to  this  accident.  Llceding  lation  is  becoming  so  large  as  to 
from  tiie  arm — fomentations  of  the  endanger  the  bladder,  and,  in 
genitals — protective  support  of  general,  retention  of  the  urine  in- 
the  perineum,  with  resistance  to  dicates  much  pressure,  and  the 
the  further  progress  of  the  head,  risk  of  slough,  and  is  an  ai-gument 
are  the  best  preventives  of  the  for  delivery, 
accident ;  and,  though  often  urged  (To  be  continued.) 
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FOREIGN  OBITIARY. 

E.  G.  Georget,  bom  on  the  9th  of 
April,  1795,  died  on  the  I5tli  of 
June,  1828.  Besides  the  celebrated 
works  on  "  Diseases  of  the  INlind," 
and  on  the  "  Physiology  of  the  Ner- 
vous System,"  he  wrote  for  the  Dic- 
tionnaire  de  iNIedecine  all  the  articles 
relative  to  the  subject  of  mental  de- 
rangement, and  on  afl'ection  of  the 
nerves. 

Dr.  Bremser,  of  Vienna,  the  au- 
thor of  one  of  the  most  elaborate 
works  on  intestinal  worms,  died  on 
tha  21st  of  August,  1827.    ' 


IV. 

HOSPITAL      REPORT. 

Fracture  of  the  Knee-joint. 

A  YOUNG  man,  17  years  old,  driving 
a  very  heavy  load  of  wood,  slipped 
on  the  ice  and  fell  under  the  wheels 
of  his  cart.  One  wheel  passed  over 
both  knees,  tearing  the  flesh  from 
them  to  an  extent  about  eight  inches 
long  and  four  broad  in  each.  The 
bones  of  the  right  knee  were  crushed. 
The  patient  was  soon  after  brought 
to  the  Hospital  in  a  state  of  insensi- 
bility ;  his  skin  cold,  pulse  quick  and 
weak.  The  wounds  above  named 
did  not  bleed  ;  but  a  very  small  aper- 
ture behind  the  right  knee  bled  co- 
piously, and  tlie  bleeding  was  check- 
ed with  difficulty.  On  examination, 
it  appeared  that  the  condyles  of  the 
OS  femoris  were  broken  across. 

As  it  was  plain  that  the  li:nb  could 
not  be  preserved,  the  principal  ques- 
tion as  to  the  treatment  of  this  case 
was,  Shall  the  limb  be  amputated  on 
the  spot, orshall some  delay  be  made? 

In  favor  of  proceeding  to  immedi- 
ate amputation,  it  was  thought,  that 
the  patient  would  be  hourly  losing 
strength  in  consequence  of  the  severe 
constitutional  syn)pathy  with  the  in- 
jury ;  and  that  the  flow  of  blood,  at 
present  restrained,  might  return,  and 
suddenly  exhaust  his  remaining 
strength. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  suggest- 


ed, that  if  the  operation  was  perform- 
ed at  once,  the  patient,  already  ex- 
cessively feeble,  might  die  from  loss 
of  blood  in  the  operation ;  that  if 
there  was  siiflicient  vitality  to  bear 
an  operation,  there  was  enough  to 
bear  the  action  of  cordials,  by  which 
the  patient  might  be  supported  and 
roused. 

These,  and  other  considerations  of 
inferior  magnitude,  led  to  the  decision 
to  wait  twenty-four  hours,  and  if  then 
the  patient  had  revived,  to  operate. 

Cordials  were  therefore  carefully 
administered  ;  external  warmth  was 
supplied  by  applications  of  hot  spirit; 
the  bleeding  wound  was  plugged  and 
secured  by  bandage, and  a  tourniquet 
fixed  above  the  bleeding  part,  to  be 
in  readiness  to  act  if  necessary  ;  and 
the  patient  was  ordered  to  take  10 
drops  of  Tinct.  of  Opium,  with  30  of 
spirits  of  JNitrous  Ether  every  two 
hours. 

In  the  night  he  groaned  much. 
On  the  followingmorning,  the  warmth 
of  his  skin  was  restored  ;  the  pulse 
was  more  steady  and  strong,  and  the 
patient  had  a  suflicient  return  of  in- 
tellect to  hear  the  proposal  for  am- 
putation, and  to  consent  to  it  if 
thought  indispensable. 

He  was  immediately  conveyed  to 
the  operating  theatre  ;  and  the  fe- 
moral artery  being  compressed  in  the 
groin  by  Dr.  Lewis,  the  circular  am- 
putation by  triple  incision  was  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Warren,  assisted  by 
Dr.  Otis.  Little  blood  was  lost.  No 
bad  symptoms  followed,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  rapidly  recovering. 

In  the  course  of  last  summer,  a 
similar  case  occurred  ;  with  the  ex- 
ception that  the  patient's  strength 
did  not  rise  on  the  second  day.  A 
consultation  pronounced  that  ampu- 
tation was  not  then  proper,  and  on 
the  night  following  the  patient  died. 

A  case  of  this  nature  must  excite 
great  anxiety  in  the  mind  of  the  sur- 
geon. The  patient's  life  hangs  on  a 
thread  ;  and  on  his  judgment  it  de- 
pends whether  this  thread  is  snapped 
or  preserved. 
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BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DEC.  23,  1828. 

BOSTON     MEDICAL     DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 

For  the  Month  of  November,  1828. 

The  vveather  was  very  variable.  Rain 
was  frequent  ;  the  cold  was  quite  se- 
vere about  the  middle  of  the  mouth; 
and  a  little  snow  fell  on  the  12lh'and 
19th  days. 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole    number  of    cases,  54.      Of 

Abortus  -         -  _  1 

Arthrosis  acuta        -  .  4 

Catarrhus  communis  -  3 

Causis    -         -  -  -  1 

Cephalcea  gravans  -  -  1 

Colica    -         -         -  -  1 

Contusio  -         -  _  3 

Coprostasis  obstipata  -  1 

Diarrhoea        -         -  -  2 

Dysenteria  acuta     -  -  1 

Enteritis  -         -  -  1 

Erysipelas       -         -  -  I 

IIa3morrhagia  uterina  -  1 

Ophthalmia  taraxis  -  5 

Paramenia  obstructio  -  2 

do.  profusa  -  -  2 

do.  suppressio  -  1 

Paroiitis  -         -  _  4 

Parturitio         -         -  -  3 

Phlegnioue  communis  -  1 

Pleuritis  -         -  -  1 

Porrigo  -         -  -  2 

Scabies  -         -         -  -  1 

Syncope  -         -  -  1 

Synochus        -         -  -  6 

Varicella        -         -  -  4 
J.  \V.  McKean. 


EASTERN    DISTRICT. 

The  number  of  cases  was  57  '•   of 
these,  4  were  puerperal ;  57 — 4=53 

cases   requiring  medical  or  surgical 
treatment. 

Arthrosia  acuta       -         -         1 
do.         chronica  -         2 

Bex  convulsiva  -  -  4 
Bronchitis  -  -  -  2 
Bubo  simplex  -         -         I 


Catarrhus        -  -  -  3 

Cholera           -  -  -  1 

Contusio          -  -  -  2 

Diarrhoea        -  -  -  3 

Dysenteria      -  -  -  1 

Dyspepsia       -  -  -  2 

Gastritis          -  -  -  1 

HaMjioptysis    -  -  -  1 

Hemicrania     -  -  -  1 

Herpes  zoster  -  -  1 

Laryngitis       -  -  -  1 

Leucorrhoea  -  -  -  1 

Paristhmitis  tonsillaris  -  1 

Paronychia     -  -  -  1 

Peritonitis       -  -  -  1 

Phthisis            -  -  .-  2 

Phlegmone  communis  -  2 

Pleuritis          -  -  -  2 

Pneumonitis    -  -  -  3 

Porrigo  favosa  -  -  1 

do.       galeata  -  -  1 

Ptyalismus      -  -  -  1 

Stremma         -  -  -  1 

Synochus        -  -  -  6 

Ulcus     -         -  -  -  2 

Vulnus  -         -  -  -  3 

The  patients  under  puberty  were 
0.34  ;  adult  females  furnished  .38  of 
the  cases  of  acute  disease,  .42  of 
the  medical  cases  were  of  bronchial 
and  pulmonary  disease  ;  .21  were 
disorders  of  the  digestive  organs, 
J.  G,  Stevenson. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT. 

Whole    number   of  cases,   11.  Of 

Pneumonitis  mitis  -         -  3 

Puerperal       -         -         -  1 

Fever     -         -         -         -  2 

Colic      -         -         -         -  1 

Ophthalmia     -         -         -  2 

Paristhmitis    -         -         -  1 

Arthrosia        -         -         -  1 
E.  G,  Davis. 


WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole  number    of  cases,    32.      Of 

Abortus  -  -         -  1 

Arthrosia        -  -         -  2 

Asthma  -  -         -  1 

Diarrhoea        -  -         -  2 

Enecia  -         -  -         -  4 
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Emesis  -         -         - 

Erysipelas 

Emp,  pneumon.  vera 

do  notha 

Emp.  paristhmitis  - 
Hernia  inguinalis    - 
Hysteria 
Hydartlnus     - 
Oplniialmia    - 
Parturitio 
Paramen.  diff. 
Paralysis 
Porrigo 

Proclica  marisca     - 
Prolapsus  ani 
Scarlatina 
Ulcus    -         -         - 


J.  H.  Lane. 


SOUTHERN    DISTRICT. 

Whole  number    of   cases;  G8.  Of 

Arthrosia  acuta        -         -  1 

do.         chronica  -  2 

do.         hydarth.  strumatos.  1 

Bex  humida    -         -         -  5 

do.  sicca       •  -         -  3 

Catagma  fractura  denudata  1 

Cephalitodes  ebriosus      -  1 

Coprostasis  coacta  -  1 

Diarrhoea  biliosa     -         -  1 

do.  serosa      -         -  1 

Dysenteria  simplex  -  1 

Ecphlysis  herpes  zoster  -  1 

Ecphyesis  ecthyma  luridura  3 

do.  do.        vulgare  1 

Emplilysis  varicella  lentiform.  1 

Empresma  bronchlemmitis  1 

Enccia  cauma  pleuriiicum  1 

do.     synochus     -         -  5 

do.  do.        sudatorius  1 

Epanetus  mitis        -         -  5 

Erythema  gangraenosuni  1 

H^emorrhagia  haematuria  1 

Helminlhia  alvi  ascar.  lumbri.  3 

do.  podicis    ascarid. 

vermic.      -  1 

Hernia  umbilicalis  -         -  1 

Lepidosis  psoriasis  diffiis.  1 

Limosis  dyspepsia  sedentaria  2 

Lues  sy[)liilt)des       -         -  1 

Odontio  dentitionis  lactentiura  1 

Paramenia  supcrflua  crebra  1 

Parturitio        -         .         -  7 


Phlegmone  communis      -  1 

Struma  mesenterica  -  2 

do.     vulgaris       -         -  6 

Syspasia  hysteria  atonica  1 

Tressis  vulnus  penetrans  1 

Females,  over  fifteen,  32  ;  under 
fifteen,  23.  Males,  over  fifteen,  6  ; 
under  fifteen,  7. 

Chickenpox  has  occurred  very 
frequently  the  last  month  ;  the  case 
reported,  was  the  only  one  requir- 
ing medical  treatment.  The  fevers 
have  been  mild,  and  the  diseases  of 
the  month  generally  light,  termi- 
nating favorably,  with  the  exception 
of  the  gangrenous  inflammation, 
which  was  accompanied  by  delirium 
tremens  and  terminated  in  death. 
The  cases  of  E.  C.  Pleuritis  and  E. 
S.  Sudatori.  were  particularly  severe 
for  a  few  days,  but  had  a  very  fortu- 
nate termination,  especially  the  latter 
case,  for  in  ten  hours  after  the  sweat- 
ing stage  commenced,  the  patient 
was  in  fact  quite  restored,  and  re- 
quired no  further  medical  attendance^ 
Charles  T.  Hildreth. 


Communications  have  been  receiv- 
ed from  Drs.  Trosvbridge,  Davis, 
Spaulding  and  Storer. 


A  short  time  since  we  published  an 
interesting  paper  on  Dengue,  by  that 
distinguished  physician.  Dr.  Osgood,, 
of  Havana.  A  mistake  was  made  iu 
the  title,  in  which  his  name  was  print- 
ed David,  instead  of  Daniel  Osgood, 
M.D. 

WEEKLY    REPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Dec.  11,  at  noon. 

Dec.  4.  Aiistin  Fennly,  51  yrs. 

6.  Mary  Quinn,  ^                  47 
Charles  It.  Cowdin,  19  mo. 
Jane  Flagg,  90  yrs. 
Mary  Stuart,  22 
Amity  Goodwin,  64 

7.  Daniel  Warner,  21 
Ann  Farrell,  38 
Mary  Ferriter,  90 

8.  Jose[>h  Stanford,  29 
Ahh  31.  Blois,  27 
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Mary  B.  Lawrence, 
Samuel  Bacon, 
INIary  H.  JMur|)hy, 
George  S.  S.  Clark, 
John  Tucker, 
Sarah  Odiorne, 
Jerush  Gushing, 
Luc)'  V'assel, 
George  B.  Miller, 


5 
26 

7 

7 
72 
27 
29 
54 

3  w. 


Accidental,  2 — burn,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — 
consumption,  2 — croup,  1 — canker,  1 — dropsy, 
I — inflanimalion  in  the  bowels,  1 — inflamma- 
tion in  the  lunfrs,  1 — intemperance,  1 — lung 
fever,  3 — old  aj;e,  3 — paralysis,  1 — unknown, 
1.  Males,  8— females,  12.  Stillborn,  2. 
Total,  22. 


kept  by  Messrs.  VVm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, Sic.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old  friends  of  this  establishmen 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUxMENTS. 

DAVID  k  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Whprf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 


ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.  Lectures  on  Jlnatomy, 
Surgery,  and  Pathology,  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases, — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Aberzvethy 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22,  1828. 

BENJAMIN  PEKKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
'•'■  A  Manual  for  the  us(;  of  the  Stethoscope, 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Coi.i.iw, 
by  VV.  N.  Ryi.ani),  with  Notes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6w. 

NATHAN  JARViS, 
Druggist  and  ^pothecary^ 


H 


AS  taken    the    Apothecaries'"  Hall, 
No.  18S,  Washington  Street  (lately 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 
On  (he  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts  Medical  Society   in   1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  loth  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,      1 

ZABDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    \  Committee. 

JOHN   WARE,  ) 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollarH  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  pcid  within  the  year.     Thege  a^sod  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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No.  46. 


I. 

JL  Dissertation  on  the  Disease  called 
an  Irritable  State  of  the  Urinary 
Bladder ;  its  Causes  and  Treat- 
ment. 

By  Usher  Parsons,  INI.D. 

(Continued  from  p.  712.) 

The  view  taken  of  the  organi- 
zation, properties  and  functions  of 
the  bladder,  and  of  the  qualities 
of  the  urine,  prepares  the  way 
for  a  more  intelligible  examination 
of  the  disease  called  an  irritable 
state  of  it.  We  have  seen  that 
on  its  muscular  tunic  depends  its 
most  essential  property,  organic 
contractility  ;  that  in  a  healthy 
state,  the  contractility  of  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  residing  in  its  dense 
and  fibrous  structure,  predomi- 
nates over  the  detrusive  power 
of  the  muscular  coat,  insomuch 
that  the  latter  requires  the  co- 
operation of  voluntary  muscles 
with  its  own,  to  overcofne  the 
resistance  ;  that  when  this  is  once 
accomplished,  and  a  few  drops  of 
urine  have  entered  the  neck  of 

46 


the  bladder,  the  organ  is  able,  by 
its  own  contractility,  to  complete 
the  expulsion.  From  this  it  may 
be  inferred,  that  a  derangement 
in  the  relative  strength  of  the  de- 
trusive power  of  the  organ,  and  of 
the  constringing  power  of  its  neck, 
must  be  attended  with  a  manifest 
derangement  in  the  functions  of 
the  organ.  Thus,  if  loss  of  power, 
on  the  one  hand,  exist  in  the  or- 
ganic contractility,  as  a  palsy  from 
injuries  done  to  the  spine,  or  oth- 
erwise, the  bladder  is  no  longer 
able  to  expel  the  urine;  the  force 
of  the  voluntary  muscles  alone, 
being  insufficient  for  compressing 
the  whole  surface  of  its  parietes; 
this  must  necessarily  cause  an  ac- 
cumulation, until  the  pressure  of 
the  surrounding  parts,  aided  by  its 
own  tonicity,  overpowers  the  re- 
sistance in  the  neck,  when  its  dis- 
tension will  be  taken  off,  in  a  slight 
degree,  by  a  slow  dribbling  from 
the  urethra,  which  may  continue 
until  the  resistance  of  the  neck 
and  urethra  is  exactly  bahi.iced 
by    the    expelling    power    above 
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mentioned.  "  Sometimes  the 
urine  even  dribbles  away  inces- 
santly, as  is  found  to  happen  when 
the  action  of  tlie  bladder  is  entire- 
ly destroyed  ;  for  being  then  con- 
stantly full,  it  can  hold  no  more  of 
the  mine  dcbcendiiig  to  it  through 
the  ureters,  unless  as  much  be 
voided  by  the  urethra  as  is  receiv- 
ed, and  as  unremittingly  as  the 
addition  from  the  kidneys  conti- 
nues to  be  made."  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  contractility  of  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  is  impaired  by 
palsy,  wound,  or  other  cause,  and 
the  detrusive  power  of  the  mus- 
cular coat  remains,  the  same  ef- 
fect will  be  produced  as  respects 
incontinency,  with  this  difference, 
however,  in  respect  to  the  state 
of  the  bladder,  that  in  the  former 
case  it  will  be  constantly  full,  but 
in  the  latter  case  constantly  emp- 
ty. 

When  the  difficuKy  consists  in 
loss  of  power  in  the  detrusor  uri- 
nae,  the  disease  has  been  termed 
retentiun  of  urine.)  whilst  that  which 
depends  on  loss  of  contiaclility  in 
the  neck,  has  been  named  incon- 
tinence oj  urine  ;  neither  of  which 
diseases  projierly  belong  to  the 
present  subject  of  investigation. 
It  is  a  state  of  the  organ  opposite 
to  both  the  above  mendoned,  that 
claims  our  attention, — an  irritable 
state  of  it,  in  which  the  urine  ex- 
cites its  contractility  more  readi- 
ly than  in  health. 

An  irritable  state  of  the  urinary 
bladder  varies  essentially  in  its 
character,  and  in  the  indications 
of  cure,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  cause,  and  the  circum^ 
stances  of  the  patient.  In  these 
respects  cases  may  conveniently 
be  divided  into  two  kinds  ; — 1st, 
those  depending  on  debility,  gene- 
ral or  local,  or  sympathetic  ;  and, 
2d,  those  depending  on  undue  ex- 


citement, either  local  or  sympa- 
thetic. These  will  now  be  con- 
sidered, separately.  The  simplest 
form  is  that  which  prevails  in 
children,  where  the  organ  is  ex- 
cited into  action,  without  the  aid 
of  volition,  more  frequently  in  the 
night.  In  the  day  time,  the  patient 
is  inclined  lo  discharge  the  urine 
more  frequently  than  other  child- 
ren, and  is  sometimes  unable  to 
resist  the  urgency  of  the  call  till 
in  readiness  to  obey  it.  Accord- 
ing to  J.  L.  Petit,  there  are  three 
kinds  of  infants,  "  qui  pissent  au 
lit  involuntairement  :  ceux  qui 
sont  paresseux  de  se  lever  pour 
uriner  aux  premiers  avertismens; 
ceux  qui  dorraent  si  profondcment 
que  la  sensation  qui  accompagne 
I'envie  d'uriner  n'est  point  assez 
forte  pour  les  eveiller,  en  sorte 
que  la  vessie,  qui  est  naturelle- 
ment  tres-irritable  dans  les  enfans, 
se  contracte  avec  assez  de  force 
pour  surmonter  la  resistance  de 
son  col,  sans  que  la  volonte  ait 
aucune  part  a  cette  contraction, 
et  que  Fame  en  soit  avertie  ;  la 
troisieme  espece  est  celle  des 
enfans  qui  revent  pisser  dans  uu 
pot  de  charabre,  contre  un  mur, 
&c.  ;  ils  sentent  qu'ils  ont  besoin 
d'uriner  et  qu'ils  pissent  elTective- 
ment;  ceux-la  ne  sont  pas  en  grand 
nonibre,  on  du  moinsil  ne  leur  ar- 
rive pas  souvent  de  faire  de  pa- 
reils  reves." 

That  this  form  of  the  disease 
depends  on  debility,  is  proved  by 
the  fact,  that  children  are  almost 
the  only  subjects  of  it,  and  are  in 
most  cases  cured  by  the  develop- 
ment of  strength  in  the  organ,  at 
the  age  of  puberty,  growing  out  of 
its  connexion  with  the  genital  or- 
gans, which  experience  such  an 
accession  of  vigor  at  this  period. 
"•  Lorsqu'ils  sont  debarrasses  de 
cette  iucoainiodite,  le  rire,  les  se- 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


723 


consses  de  la  toux,  provoquent 
tres-souvent  encore  rincoutineiice 
quoicjue  la  sensation  du  besoin 
d'liriner  soit  aussi  developpee  chez 
eux  que  chez  d'autres.  Quoi([u'il 
en  soit,  au  reste,  de  la  theorie  de 
I'incontinence,  les  enfans  afTectes 
de  cette  maladie  sont,  en  general, 
doues  d'un  temperament  lympha- 
tique  ;  ils  ont  ordinairement  le 
tissue  celliilaire  assez  charge  de 
graisse,  les  cheveaux  blonds,  le 
teint  colore,  I'iris  dilate  ;  on  voit 
parnii  eux  beaucoup  de'  scrofu- 
leux,  de  rachitiques,  de  teigneux, 
et  on  ne  peut  se  dissimuler  que 
comme  ils  sont  plus  ou  moins  lai- 
bles,  ils  sont  en  general  disposes 
aux  maladies  du  systeme  lympha- 
tique,  quand  ils  sont  d'ailleurs 
mal  nourris  et  mal  vetus." — To 
which  it  may  be  added,  that  the 
occasional  exciting  causes,  as  will 
hereafter  appear,  are  of  a  debili- 
tating character. 

A  question  here  suggests  itself, 
— If,  as  we  believe,  the  contrac- 
tility of  the  whole  bladder  is 
wanting  in  strength,  in  the  neck 
as  well  as  in  the  body,  (the  debi- 
litating cause  being  supposed  to 
act  generally,)  and  if  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  though  weak  on  the 
whole,  yet  possesses  strength  of 
contractility  proportionate  to  that 
of  the  bladder  as  in  health,  why 
does  it  fail  to  counteract  the  ex- 
pulsive power  of  the  bladder  as 
effectually  in  this  case  as  it  does 
in  a  state  of  health,  and  by  a  simi- 
lar preponderance  of  power  pre- 
vent incontinency  ?  The  expla- 
nation of  the  phenomenon  appears 
to  me  to  be  this  ;  There  is  a 
consent  of  action,  in  the  retention 
and  evacuation  of  urine,  between 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  blad- 
der itself,  and  the  muscles  of  the 
abdomen.  In  a  state  of  health 
the  abdominal  muscles,  as  before 


remarked,  commence  the  expul- 
sion, by  forcing  open  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  ;  the  urine  stimulates 
the  sensitive  coat  of  the  urethra, 
which  has  been  bathed  for  some 
hours  in  a  bland  mucus,  and  this 
excitement  brings  on  a  contraction 
of  the  muscular  coat  to  complete 
the  process.  Now  in  a  debilitat- 
ed state  of  the  whole  organ,  less 
aid  is  required  in  the  incipient 
stage  of  the  process  from  the 
voluntary  muscles,  and  may  n,ot 
even  the  contractility  of  texture, 
or  elastic  pressure  of  these  mus- 
cles, be  sufficient  to  overcome 
the  contraction  of  the  neck,  with- 
out any  volut)tary  exertion,  or 
even  consciousness  ?*  The  sup- 
position is  strengthened  by  many 
circumstances.  Distending  the 
abdomen  immediately  before  go- 
ing to  bed,  causes  such  patients 
to  wet  their  beds  ; — pursuing  an 
opposite  course,  prevents  the  evil. 
Children  whose  bellies  are  habitu- 
ally tumid  and  hard,  are  more 
subject  to  this  weakness  than 
others.  The  most  valuable  re- 
medies are  such  as  strengthen  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  enabling  it 
to  resist  the  common  elastic  pres- 
sure of  the  abdomen. 

Immediately  after  birlh  infants 
pass  most  of  their  diinks  by  the 
kidneys  ;  very  little  goes  off"  by 
the  skin.  The  bladder  then  con- 
tracts itself  very  often,  the  urine 
is  scarcely  colored,  and  there   is 

*  The  urine  occupies  and  fills  (he  blad- 
der without  occasioning  contradion  ;  but 
if  by  excess  of  its  plenitude,  or  by  com- 
pression of  the  muscles-  oQ  the  lower  part 
of  the  belly,  a  small  quanlily  of  this  li- 
quid happens  to  be  forced  into  the  orifice 
oflhecaTial  of  the  urethra,  the  parietes 
of  which  are  habitually  in  contact,  the 
whole  of  the  body  of  the  bladder  enters 
into  contraction,  antl  the  pocket  is  com- 
pletely emptied. — Die.  dts  Sciences  Me-- 
dicales,  Jlrlich  Irrilability. 
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very  little  difference  between  that 
of  day  and  of  night,  there  being 
no  time  for  absorption  in  the  blad- 
der. "  Infants,"  says  Dr.  Guer- 
sent,*  "  are  in  this  respect  like 
individuals  having  no  bladder, 
whose  ureters  discharge  into  a 
sort  of  cloace  placed  within  the 
pubis.  Such  persons  pass  enor- 
mous quantities  of  urine,  some- 
times four  or  five  pounds  in  twen- 
ty-four hours."  But  after  a  few 
months  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
acquires  strength,  and  retains  the 
urine  longer  ;  absorption  of  some 
of  the  aqueous  parts  takes  place, 
rendering  the  urine  more  saline 
and  stimulating  to  the  organ,  and 
serves  to  subdue  the  irritability 
of  it  till,  after  a  time,  the  subject 
is  obliged  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
abdominal  muscles  in  expelling  it. 
The  faculty  of  retaining  the  urine 
is  usually  developed  between  the 
first  year  and  the  termination  of 
the  first  dentition,  and  if  after  this 
period  the  child  appears  insensible 
of  the  discharge,  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  a  habit  of  inconti- 
nency. 

The  period  of  life  most  subject 
to  this,  is  between  the  first  and 
second  dentition  ;  the  next  is  be- 
tween the  latter  period  and  pu- 
berty ;  it  is,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, very  rare  in  adults.  Boys 
are  more  subject  to  it  than  girls  ; 
the  same  holds  true  after  that 
period,  ce  qui  depend,  peut-etre, 
de  ce  que  les  jouissances  etant  en 
general  plus  precoces  par  mi  les 
jeunes  gens,  que  parrai  les  jeunes 
demoiselles,  I'excitation  des  or- 
ganes  geniteux  se  communique 
aux  organes  destines  a  la  dejection 
des  urines. 

Where  an  irritable  state  of  the 
bladder    exists    in   children,     the 

♦  Of  the  Hospice  des  Enfans. 


quantity  of  urine  discharged  va- 
ries from  causes  that  are  generally 
assignable.  All  the  means  which 
excite  or  strengthen  their  consti- 
tutions diminish  its  quantity,  and 
those  which  on  the  contrary  relax, 
cause  an  abundant  increase  of  it, 
and  augment  the  disposition  to  in- 
continency.  When  such  patients 
are  attacked  with  fever,  the  urine 
becomes  high  colored,  more  sti- 
mulating, and  is  retained  perfectly 
well  both  day  and  night  ;  but  after 
the  fever  has  subsided,  the  debi- 
lity and  incontinence  return.  Eve- 
ry debilitating  cause  sensibly  aug- 
ments its  quantity,  more  espe- 
cially the  juices  of  fruits  and  a 
watery  diet,  and  moist  weather, 
and  night  time.  "  I  have  known 
children,"  says  Guersent,  of  the 
Hospice  des  Enfans,  "  from  six 
to  nine  years  of  age,  make  from 
six  to  eight  ounces  during  the  day, 
and  thirty  or  forty  during  the  night, 
and  though  they  were  taken  up 
seven  or  eight  times  during  the 
night,  they  are  found  bathed  in 
urine  in  the  morning."  But  this 
disproportion  depends  somewhat 
on  the  relative  activity  of  the  cu- 
taneous and  renal  system. 

An  irritable  state  of  the  blad- 
der of  the  above  kind,  depending 
on  debility,  disappears,  as  before 
observed,  at  the  age  of  puberty, 
and  will  sometimes  yield  to  treat- 
ment, hereafter  to  be  mentioned, 
at  an  earlier  period.  But  there 
is  another  kind,  of  rarer  occur- 
rence, sometimes  met  with  in 
adults,  which  is  accompanied  by 
general  debility,  and  is  preceded 
by  defect  or  derangement  in  some 
other  organ,  and  which  affects  the 
bladder  by  sympathy.  The  or- 
gans most  likely  to  suffer  and  to 
produce  the  disease  in  question, 
are  the  skin  and  stomach.    Dwell- 
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ing  in  low  and  humid  places,  and  gestion,  is  affected  by  peculiar 
suddenly  checked  perspiration,  sounds  through  the  nerves  of"  re- 
have  been  known  to  produce  the  lation, — as  that  of  a  cascade,  of 
former  kind.  Of  the  other  kind,  the  streaming  of  water  from  a 
dyspepsia  is  the  most  frequent  house  into  a  vessel  phiced  near 
cause, — close  study,  a  sedentary  one's  bedroom,  of  another  person 
habit,  a  fretful  and  anxious  state  voiding  his  urine  often  within  hear- 
of  mind.  A  clergyman,  says  Mr.  ing,  which  every  person  has  felt 
Foote,  w^is  long  afflicted  with  an  the  influence  of  upon  his  o\^n  in- 
irritable  state  of  the  bladder,  clination.  These  causes  would 
which  he  attributed  to  the  pend-  be  worthy  of  scarcely  a  passing 
ency  of  a  vexatious  and  dreaded  notice,  but  for  their  efl'ect  when 
lawsuit.  Bingham  has  referred  often  repeated,  in  contracting  the 
to  several  cases  brought  on  by  size  of  the  bladder,  and  thus  ren- 
dyspepsia,  occasioned  by  errors  dering  it  irritable  to  the  stimulus 
and  excess  in  diet,  and  in  the  use  of  distension, 
of  ardent  spirit.  Another  cause  of  an  irritable 
The  debilitating  passions  of  fear  state  of  the  bladder  is  the  stimu- 
and  dread  have  a  direct  tendency  lus,  if  so  it  may  be  called,  of  in- 
to excite  the  contractility  of  the  anition.  It  is  that  which  Bichat 
bladder.  Scholars,  while  waiting  refers  to  while  on  the  subject  of 
their  turn  to  speak  at  public  exhi-  caloric,  the  privation  of  which  is 
bitions,  are  incommoded  with  an  oftentimes  an  active  stimulant, 
incessant  desire  to  make  water.  "  Apply  a  stimulus  to  a  muscle. 
Throwing  a  hound  into  a  sheep-  it  contracts  ;  but  at  the  end  of 
fold,  will  cause  the  whole  flock  some  time  the  motion  ceases, 
to  evacuate  their  bladders,  as  though  the  contact  continues  :  re- 
soon  as  the  first  shock  has  subsid-  move  the  stimulant,  the  motion 
ed,  so  that  they  can  take  a  con-  frequently  returns  in  an  instant." 
venient  posture  for  the  purpose.  A  catheter  worn  for  a  great  len<^th 
The  efl'ect  of  fear  on  timid  sol-  of  time,  causes  an  irritable  stale 
diers  in  battle  is  proverbial.  The  of  the  bladder  when  it  is  with- 
force  o[  habit  is  worthy  of  atten-  drawn  and  the  urine  is  suffered  to 
lion,  in  respect  to  its  influence  on  collect  and  distend  it. 
the  retentive  power  of  the  blad-  An  irritable  state  of  the  blad- 
der. Voiding  the  urine  on  parti-  der  is  rarely  confounded  with  olh- 
cular  occasions,  is  apt  to  excite  a  er  diseases,  if  we  except  inconti- 
desire  to  do  it  on  similar  ones,  nence  of  urine  occasioned  by  pa- 
even  when  the  quantity  collected  ralysis,  and  here  the  previous 
is  very  small,  as  in  dismounting  circumstances  of  the  patient,  the 
from  a  carriage  or  horse.*  This  state  of  his  general  health,  and  of 
principle  of  association,  or  (to  the  spinal  nerves,  must  decide  its 
use  the  more  recent  and  appro-  character.  Between  the  kind 
priate  term  of  Dr.  Brown)    sug-  depending   on   debility,    and   that 

— vyhich  is  attributable  to  inflamma- 

*  The  practice  of  doing  this  is  so  com-  ^ion,  hereafter   to  be  described, 

mon,  that  we  are  struck  with  the  appo-  an   important   distinction  is  to  be 

•iteness  of  Butler's  description  of  the  situ-  mafl*»     hntU    r>c    n^^-o-^lo    .^ 

„«•       fu  ju         .  .u    I        r.i  maae,  Doin  as  regards  prognosis 

ation  of  Hudibras,  at  the  door  of  the  con-  1     ,  %^  jiuj,ii<joia 

jurer,    while    Watchum   is   pumping  his  ^""^    treatment.         1  he     kind    de- 
squire!  pending  on  debility   is  met   with 
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most  frequently  in  children,  be-  will  often  yield  to  strong  impres- 
tween  the  first  and  second  denti-  sions  on  the  imagination,  as  think- 
tion.  In  almost  all  cases,  if  not  ing  of  disgusting  medicines.  A 
cured  before  puberty,  it  termi-  well  known  remedy  with  common 
nates  at  that  period.  When  this  people,  both  in  this  country  and 
is  not  the  case,  the  disease  be-  Scotland,  has  been  a  dried  field- 
comes  more  serious  in  its  nature,  mouse,  pulverized  and  mixed  with 
and  threatens  to  be  incurable,  molasses.  I  believe  that  here  a 
There  is  in  this  kind  an  absence  dread  and  disgust  of  the  medicine 
of  inflammatory  synjptoms,  and  keeps  the  patient  from  falling  into 
what  is  particularly  to  be  noticed,  profound  sleep,  and  from  insensi- 
there  is  no  mucous  discharge.  bility  to  the  state  of  the  bladder. 

In  most  cases  the  habit  of  wet-  A  dread  of  chastisement  may  act 

ting   the  clothes  or  bed,  in  child-  in  the  same  manner, 

ren,  cures  itself,  as  they  grow  up  In  the   Hospice   des  Enfans   in 

and   acquire  strength.       If  indo-  Paris,  every  tonic  application  on 

lence    is   the  cause,  gentle   chas-  the    loins,    pubis    and    perineum, 

tisements    may    be    used  ;     most  says  Guersent,   with  the  excep- 

writers,   however,    speak   of  the  tion  of  cold  water,  have  failed  of 

habit  as  a   real    infirmity,  and  en-  producing     any    sensible    effect, 

join   caution    in   inflicting   punish-  "  Even  cantharides,   so  much  ex- 

ment — obviating  exciting  causes,  tolled,  has  almost  always  failed, 

as  distension  of  the  stomach  with  A  blister  applied  over  the  sacrum 

liquids,    shortly    before   bedtime,  has  rarely  clone  much  good.  Gene- 

and  taking  up  such  children  often  rally,  this  and   other  applications 

during  the  night.       The  remedies  of  the  tincture  of  cantharides  have 

are  such  as  invigorate   the  whole  produced  no  sensible  effect  on  the 

system,  and  give  lone  to  the  neck  disease.       The   tincture   of  can- 

of  the  bladder.     A  cold  hij)-bath,  tharides,    taken    internally,     has 

and,  when  the  season  will  permit,  proved  beneficial  as   a   tonic.       I 

su!)mersion  or  showering  in  cold  have  given  it  to  children  from  six 

water,   will   be   one   of  the   most  to  nine  years  old,   to  the   amount 

effectual  remedies.      Tonic  medi-  of  a  drachm  in  a  day,  without  pro- 

cines,    particularly    the    metallic  ducing    any   heat    in   passing    the 

oxides,  port  wine,  Peruvian  bark,  urine  ;   which  proves,  that  in   in- 

gentian,    and    the   like    combined  fants  affected   with    incontinence 

with  a  liberal  allowance  of  animal  of  urine,  the  bladder  is  quite   in- 

food.       Peruvian  hark  in  powder,  sensible  to  the  irritation  produced 

combined    with     black   oxide    of  by  cantharides.       The   same   au- 

iron,  in  doses  of  from  one  to  three  thor    speaks    in    high    praise    of 

grains,  or  in  such  quantities  as  to  nus  vomica,  in  extract  or  in  povv- 

excite   an   action  of  the  bowels,  der. 

will  cause  an  immediate  diminu-  Electricity  has  produced  tem- 
tion  of  urine,  and  give  its  watery  porary  benefit  in  children,  parti- 
color  a  more  healthy  shade,  and  cularly  those  of  a  scrofulous  habit, 
effectually  stop  the  disease  for  Doubtless  the  benefit  would  be 
a  time.  Bingham  speaks  favor-  greater,  in  obstinate  cases,  if  light 
ably  of  calomel  in  alterative  shocks  were  transmitted  by  a 
doses.  sound    passed    into    the    bladder. 

When   the  disease  is  light,  it  But  whatever  may   be  the  means 
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employed,   relief  from  the    evil  which  is  contrived  to  cover  accu- 

^vill  be   sli2;ht   and   temporary    if  rately  the  meatus  urinarius."* 
nature,  in  turn,   fails  to  develope        Where  an  irritable  state  of  the 

the  vital   forces    of  the   system,  bladder  proceeds  from  dyspepsia, 

and  particularly  of  the  organ  con-  the    remedies    indicated    for    the 

cerned.-     It  is   therefore   of  the  primary  affection   are  chiefly   to 

first  importance   to  confine   such  be    relied   upon.       Bingham  lays 

children  to  that  kind  of  diet  and  great  stress  upon  attention  to  diet 

regimen  which  will  be  most  likely  and    regimen,   and    an    alterative 

to    improve  their  general  health,  and  purgative  plan  of  treatment, 

feeding  them  with  roasted,  broil-  and  cites  several  interesting  cases 

ed   and  smoked    meats,    allowing  in  support  of  his  opinion, 
strengthening   drinks,     and    with-        In  these,  as  well  as  most  other 

holding  broths,  porridges   and   di-  cases    of    a    chronic    character, 

luting  beverages,   particularly   on  there  generally  exists   a   diminu- 

going   to   bed.       In   a  word,  they  tion  of  the  capacity  of  the  bladder, 

should   be   vvell  fed,  clothed  and  The  treatment  successfully  adopt- 

exercised.  ed  by  iNIr.  Foote  for  this  evil,  was 

AVhen  the  disease  is  protracted  injecting  a   decoction  of  mallows 

till  after  the  age  of  puberty,  there  or  flaxseed,  twice  a  day,  through 

is  great  danger   of  its   becoming  a  catheter,  letting  the  instrument 

incurable.    Medicines,  if  resorted  remain  in  most   of  the   time,  and 

to,  should  therefore  be  used  more  the  injection  for  the  space  of  about 

vigorously       and      perseveringly.  fifteen  minutes.      By  a  persever- 

The   nux  vomica  is  worthy   of  a  ance   in   this  course,    Mr.  Foote 

more  thorough  trial.     In  one  such  says  he  has  been  able  to  distend  a 

case  I   have   found  tartar  emetic  bladder  thai  had   contained,  for  a 

ointment,  applied  to  the   sacrum,  great   length   of  time,  not    more 

prove  beneficial.     Cold  sea-bath-  than  half  a  gill  at  once,  and  that 

ing  should  be  persevered  in  for  a  with    pain,    until    it   could   retain 

great  length  of  time.       Marriage  twelve  ounces.* 
has  proved  eff'ectual  in   a  feniale, 

says  Guersent,  after  other  means        From  an  irritable  state   of  the 

had  proved  unavailing.  bladder  depending  on  debility,  we 

When  these  remedies  and  the  now  turn  to  the  other  kisid  men- 
like  fail,  we  must  content  our-  tioned,  arising  from  inflammation 
selves  with  the  use  of  palliative  of  the  mucous  coat.  That  it  de- 
means, as  instruments  calculated  pends  on  inflammation,  and  conse- 
either  to  compress  the  urethra,  qnent  augmentation  of  its  organic 
and  intercept  the  passage  of  urine,  and  animal  sensibility,  seems 
or  to  receive  the  urine  as  fast  as  proved,  not  only  by  the  obvious 
it  is  voided.  "  The  first  of  these  effects  of  its  assignable  causes, 
plans  is  more  difficult  to  accom-  but  also  hy  the  appearance,  in 
plish  in  women  than  men  ;  but  it  most  cases,  of  great  quantities  of 
may  be  executed  by  means  of  an  mucus  mixed  with  the  urine.  "  If 
elastic  hoop,  which  goes  round  there  be  a  discharge  of  mucus  in 
the  pelvis,  and  from  the  middle  -  ' 
of  which,  in  front,  a  curved  elastic       *  ^,"V''  ^^''''  "^^  ^"''""'  ^^'  ^'" 

c     ,       I    \  1  I  1  chat,   t .  J. 

piece   of    steel  descends,  and  ter-         |  "  0„  curin- Diseases  of  the  Urethra 

minates     in     a     small     compress,  and  tJlaflder,  by  Jesse  I'oote." 
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unnatural  quantity,  there  must  be  participates  in  the  Inflammation 
increased  vascular  action,  be-  or  retains  only  its  ordinary  share 
cause  as  all  secretions  are  formed  of  contractility.  When,  however, 
from  the  blood,  the  quantity  of  the  inflammation  is  violent  and  in- 
them  must  in  some  degree  be  volves  the  muscular  coat,  the  or- 
proportioned  to  the  quantity  of  gan  is  equally  indisposed  to  con- 
this  fluid  which  circulates  in  the  tract  or  dilate,  it  therefore  re- 
part  from  whence  the  secretion  mains  in  a  state  of  equipoise  ;  a 
takes  place."*  An  inflamed  state  certain  portion  of  urine  will  con- 
of  the  organ  has  been  less  spoken  sequently  be  retained,  and  when 
of  by  those  who  have  described  its  quantity  is  increased,  and  puts 
post-mortem  appearances  than  we  the  muscular  fibres  on  the  stretch, 
should  expect,  on  the  presumption  the  organ  will  relieve  itself  by 
that  inflammation  in  ail  such  cases  expelling  a  part, 
existed;  but  the  reason  of  it  I  be-  ^to  be  continued.) 

lieve  is,  that  there  is  an  oversight  

of  the  natural  paleness  of  the  or-  ., 

gan  compared  with  what  exists  in  ^              ' 

other  cavities  lined  with  a  mucous  ^^  Distortion  of  the  Spine. 

membrane.   "  I  ought  to  observe,"  Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 

saysBichat,  "to    those  who    open  Surgical  Journal. 

dead  bodies,  that  they  should  ne-  Among  the  complaints  to   which 

ver  lose  sight  of  the  original  tinge  the   attention   of  the    surgeon   is 

of  the  portion  of  the  mucous  sys-  most    frequently    called,    and    in 

tern  they  examine,  since  each  of  which,   perhaps,   his   best  eff"orts 

the  divisions  of  this  system  exhibits  are  oftenest  bafiled,  is  that  of  de- 

in  its    shades    remarkable    difler-  formity    from    the    above   cause, 

ences.     If   the  membrane  of  the  At   the   present  time,  and  in  our 

bladder  is  found  as  red  as  that  of  own   city  and  its  vicinity,  exam- 

the  stomach  in  its  natural  state,  pies  of  this  malady  are  continually 

then    pronounce    that    there    had  presented   to   our  view,  and  ap- 

been    inflammation.     There  is  a  peal,  in   more   ways   than  one,  to 

scale  of  color  for  the  mucous  sys-  the  humanity  and  the  skill  of  the 

tem;  it  is  then  essential  to  have  an  profession.     Why  is  the   disease 

accurate  knowledge  of  this  scale,  so  much  more  frequent  than  for- 

a  type  to  which  to  refer  the  in-  merly  .'*     No  doubt,  for  the  most 

flammatory  state  in  the  examina-  part,  inconsequence  of  the  change 

tion    of  dead   bodies.      We  have  which  has  taken  place   in  the  ha- 

before  remarked  that   inflamma-  bits  of  that   portion  of  society  in 

tion  in  the  mucous  membrane  in  which  we  now  find  it  most  gene- 

the  bladder,  however  slight,  aug-  rally   to  exist.     Our  females,  in 

ments  its  sensibility,  and  through  those   classes   of  the  community 

this  the  contractility  of  the  mus-  which  are  not  obliged  to  labor  for 

cular  coat,  and  thus  occasions  fre-  subsistence,    are    brought    up    in 

quent  discharges  from  the  organ,  less  active  habits  than  in  former 

and   this,   loo,  whether  the    neck  times  ;  and  their   mode  of  life  is 

even   less    favorable  to  the  due 

*  Renauldin.    Die,  des  Sciences  Medi-  expansion  of  the  form  than  that 

caiej.  of  those  in  the  same  rank  in  other 
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cities  and  countries.  As  soon  as  riod  of  life  when  they  are  objects 
children  are  capable  of  acquiring  of  peculiar  solicitude,  that  some 
the  rudiments  of  knowledge,  we  secret  cause  is  at  work  which 
are  solicitous  to  commence  what  threatens  to  defeat  their  fondest 
we  call  their  education  ;  and,  pro-  hopes.  The  form  is  observed 
vided  this  term  be  taken  in  its  gradually,  but  constantly,  to  be 
most  extended  signification,  it  impaired.  Alarm  is  excited  in 
certainly  cannot  be  begun  too  the  mind  of  the  parent,  and  the 
early.  But  it  is  to  be  feared  that  child  urged  to  make  every  effort 
we  do  not,  in  judging  on  this  sub-  to  counteract  tiie  growing  evil  ; 
ject,  duly  estimate  the  relative  but  how  little  these  efforts  avail 
importance  of  mental  and  of  phy-  against  the  force  of  habit  and  the 
sical  education  ;  that  we  are  dis-  continued  operation  of  the  same 
posed  to  undervalue  the  latter,  causes,  we  have  all  learned  too 
while  we  overrate  the  value  of  truly.  The  deformity  goes  on 
the  former  branch  of  instruction,  increasing ;  the  spine  becomes 
It  is,  indeed,  true,  and  happy  is  it  permanently  curved,  and,  too  late, 
for  us,  that  Nature  contrives,  in  perhaps,  the  unfortunate  patient 
the  human  constitution,  to  main-  and  her  friends  are  left  to  regret 
tain  a  successful  defence  against  the  omission  of  those  timely  pre- 
Ihose  inroads  of  art  which  threat-  cautions,which  now  appear  to  have 
en  it  with  serious  injury.  In  boys  been  so  imperiously  demanded. 
at  all  ages,  and  in  girls  at  an  early  We  come,  then,  to  a  second 
age,  the  buoyancy  and  activity  question,  of  equal  importance 
which  she  imparts,  serve  as  a  with  tlie  former  ; — How  is  curva- 
sufficient  stimulus  to  necessary  ture  of  the  spine  to  be  arrested  at 
exercise,  and  counteract  the  ill  its  commencement,  or  to  be  con- 
effects  of  confinement  and  re-  trolled  and  cured  at  its  subsequent 
straint  :  but  in  the  weaker  sex,  stages  ?  Will  local  treatment 
when  the  freedom  of  movement  effect  a  cure  of  the  disease  ?  If 
begins  to  be  checked  by  a  sense  not,  what  degree  of  good  can  be 
of  decorum,  and  the  elasticity  of  effected  by  it,  and  what  is  the 
the  spirits  to  be  te(npered  by  the  best  mode  to  be  adopted  in  its 
visitings  of  thought  and  care;  when  application  ? 
ambition,  too,  and  the  desire  of  On  the  subject  of  the  efficacy 
being  distinguished  among  rivals,  of  instrumental  aid  in  this  corn- 
comes  in  aid  of  other  inducements  plaint,  there  appears  to  have  pre- 
to  close  application,  she  finds  her-  vailed,  not  only  at  different  times, 
self  unable  to  maintain  the  ba-  but  among  eminent  men  at  the 
lance,  and  the  physical  powers  same  period,  a  considerable  di- 
too  often  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  versify  of  opinion.  A  distinguish- 
undue  cultivation  of  the  taste  and  ed  medical  practitioner  of  this 
intellect.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  city  informed  us,  tliat,  having  an 
young  females,  enjoying  those  un-  interesting  case  under  his  care,  he 
common  advantages  which  our  in-  was  induced  to  write  to  the  three, 
stitutions  are  able  to  furnish,  and  then,  most  eminent  surgeons  in 
gratifying  their  parents  and  in-  London,  to  request  their  opinion 
structers  by  daily  proofs  of  in-  of  this  species  of  aid,  generally, 
creased  mental  acquisition,  it  is  and  their  advice  in  the  choice  of 
found,  as  they  approach  that  pe-  the  apparatus  to  be  aiade  use  of. 
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Each   expressed   in    reply    some  increase  the  distance  betvreen  its 

doubt  of  the  elficacy  of  such  aid  ;  extremities,  and  consequently  to 

each  recommended  an  apparatus  extend   it   at  the  expense  of  its 

however,  but  no  two  of  them  co-  curvature;  but  this  primary  effect 

incided    in    their    choice.       It    is  of  extension  has  nothing  in  commori 

needless  to  add  how  much  bene-  with  the  curative  indication  which 

fited  the  gentleman  found  himself  naturally  results  from  the  charac- 

by  this  result  of  his  consultation,  ter  of  the  curvatures  of  this  class; 

That    many    eminent    surgeons  because  this  indication  refers  us 

have  believed  in  the  possibility  of  to  the   cause^  while  extension   is 

relieving  this  malady,  at  least  in  only   directed    against    an    effect. 

a  considerable  degree,  by  the  use  What,  in  fact,  can  we  expect  from 

of  machinery,  will  be   obvious  to  the  employment  of  extension    in 

any  one  who  examines  the  various  such  cases,  except  that  as  soon  as 

works  of  distinguished  writers  on  the  column  is   released  from  the 

the  subject  ;  but  that  others  have  action  of  the  extending  power,  it 

viewed  it  as  useless  or  injurious  should  yield   anew  to  the  attrac- 

is  equally  evident.     For  the  opi-  tive  effort  of  the  muscles  which 

nions  of  these  last,  we  might  refer  E^t   first   altered  its  natural  direc- 

to  many  treatises  of  acknowledged  tion,  and  which  will  have  the  more 

merit,  but   we  know  not  that  we  advantage  as  the  column  will  be 

have  seen  them  more  strongly  and  less  able  to  resist  them  ;  for  the 

fearlessly  stated  than  in  the  work  elongation   takes   place    only    be- 

of  alate  French  writer(Lachaise),  cause  the  parts  which  unite  the 

from    which,  as   it  may   not  have  vertebra,  and  more  particularly 

rriet  the  eye  of   medical  men  here  the  intervertebral  ligaments,  have 

in  general,  we  venture    to  subjoin  been  distended  by  continued  force, 

an  extract.  Now  the  inevitable  effect  of  this 

Having  remarked  that  all  dis-  prolonged  distension,  is  to  augment 

tortions  may  be  considered  as  re-  the  flexibility  of  the  whole  column, 

ferrible  to  one  of  two  causes,  viz.  by  facilitating  the  independent  ac- 

1st,    the  irregular   action  of  the  tion    of  the    twenty-four   osseous 

muscles,   and,   2d,   some    change  pieces  which  compose  it.     This 

produced  by  disease  in  the  bodies  disastrous   result   will  be   further 

of  the  vertebrcB  themselves  ;  and  aided  by  the  pressure  of  the   su- 

that  in  the  latter   class  of  cases,  perior  portions  of  the  body,  which 

the  inefficacy  of  mechanical  force  will  no  longer  find,  in  the  column 

is  almost  self-evident,  since  it  can-  thus  elongated,  a  sufficiently  solid 

not  be  supposed  capable  of  restor-  support. 

ing  the  integrity  of  the  parts,  this  '^  The  partisans  of  extension  no 
author  proceeds  to  speak  of  its  doubt  rely  on  the  notion,  that  the 
application  to  the  former  class,  parts  of  the  human  body,  like  the 
which  he  regards  as  by  far  the  branches  of  a  tree,  have  only  to 
most  numerous,  and  that  in  which  be  maintained  in  a  given  situation 
this  kind  of  aid  is  most  frequently  in  order  to  increase  and  to  be  de- 
resorted  to.  veloped  in  the  direction  thus  forc- 

"  However  varied  the  agents  ed  upon  them.  They  do  not  con- 
employed  to  effect  the  extension  sider  that  in  plants,  destined  to 
of  the  spinal  column,  they  must  sjrow  and  die  in  tbe  place  of  tiieir 
have  for  their   common  object  to  birth,  the  developing  force  is  uni- 
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form  throughout,  and  is  not  affect- 
ed hy  the  means  employed  to  alter 
the  direction  of  its  branches  ; 
whereas,  in  the  animal,  exercise 
and  freedom  are  two  indispensable 
conditions  to  the  increase  of  the 
volume  and  strength  of  the  several 
parts  and  organs.  If  compressed 
in  any  degree,  and  deprived  of 
motion,  we  soon  see  them  languish, 
diminish  in  size,  and  become  in- 
capable of  making  their  usual  ef- 
forts or  fnllilling  their  proper 
functions.  Thus,  the  parts  refer- 
red to,  though  maintained  erect 
by  the  power  of  foreign  support, 
and  presenting  for  the  time  a  suf- 
ficiently favorable  aspect,  must, 
when  abandoned  to  themselves, 
only  become  the  more  depressed, 
and,  in  the  event,  more  extensive- 
ly deformed. 

"  In  regard  to  the  faculty, 
which  may  be  attributed  to  ex- 
tension, of  weakening  the  prepon- 
derating muscles,  and  thus  ena- 
bling the  column  to  recover  its 
natural  form,  it  is  evidently  whol- 
ly chimerical  ;  for  the  distension 
is  felt  by  the  weaker  muscles  as 
well  as  by  those  whose  action 
preponderates  ;  and  supposing, 
what  is  not  certain,  that  these 
last  especially  experienced  its 
effects,  still  no  real  advantage 
would  be  gained,  because  the  co- 
lumn,having  been  curved  by  yield- 
ing to  an  active  force,  can  restore 
itself  only  under  the  influence  of 
another  force  equally  great,  act- 
ing in  the  opposite  direction,  and 
which  must  be  the  more  powerful 
in  proportion  as  the  curvature  is 
the  more  confirmed.  It  is  then 
matter  of  easy  inference,  that  the 
constant  exercise  of  the  weaker 
muscles,  and  the  repose  of  those 
which  prevail,  fullil,  especially 
in  the  commencement  of  this  ma- 
lady, the  principal  conditions  re- 


quired for  the  cure  of  curvatures 
from  muscular  action,  and  that 
extension  absolutely  fulfils  none." 
It  cannot"  be  denied  that  there 
is  much  good  sense  in  these  re- 
marks, though  the  author  may 
have  been  carried  too  far  by  his 
zeal  to  correct  what  he  consider- 
ed a  prevailing  error.  To  expect 
that  any  permanent  benelit  is  to 
be  derived  from  merely  subjecting 
a  patient  for  a  few  minutes,  or 
even  an  hour  of  each  day,  to  a 
machine  adapted  for  the  extension 
of  the  spine,  is  certainly  a  mis- 
taken notion  ;  yet  such  a  machine, 
judiciously  employed,  and  aided 
by  regimen  and  exercise,  has  been 
repeatedly  found  useful.  Two 
new  contiivances  for  this  purpose, 
somewhat  different  in  their  con- 
struction, but  each,  perhaps,  pre- 
senting a  considerable  improve- 
ment on  any  apparatus  which  had 
preceded  them,  are  now  in  use  in 
this  city.  One  is  the  invention  of 
a  gentleman  from  abroad,  but  for 
some  years  resident  in  this  coun- 
try, who  has  paid  great  attention 
to  the  subject,  and,  after  much 
investigation,  has  adopted  the  plan 
referred  to  ;  for  which  we  under- 
stand he  has  obtained  a  patent 
right.  The  other  apparatus  is  by 
a  medical  gentleman,  who  has 
practised  for  a  short  time  in  this 
place.  It  differs,  as  has  been 
said,  in  some  points  from  the  for- 
mer, and  is  applicable  to.  some- 
what different  cases.  It  is  as- 
serted, we  know  not  how  truly, 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  two 
inventions  approaching  each  other 
so  nearly  in  time,  has  caused  some 
unpleasant  collision  between  the 
parties  concerned.  If  this  be  the 
case,  we  hope  the  affair  will  be 
amicably  settled.  ^Ve  can  only 
add  as  our  own  opinion,  whnt  we 
believe    to  be    that   of  all    who 
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have  witnessed  them,  that  both 
machines  are  calculated  to  answer 
their  respective  objects,  and  both 
capable,  in  connexion  with  judi- 
cious treatment,  of  rendering  im- 
portant aid  to  the  unfortunate  sub- 
jects of  this  deformity. 


III. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

We  have  received,  since  publishing 
ihe  cnse  on  p.  G[)8,  the  journal  con- 
taining its  post-mortem  examination. 

Henry  Rose,  the  man  with  com- 
pound fiacture,  whose  case  we 
detailed  in  our  last  number,  died 
at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  16th.  Little  alteration  was 
noticed  in  the  symptoms  during 
the  last  few  days  of  his  life  ;  the 
pain  in  the  right  side  remaining 
unabated,  and  gradually  extending 
across  the  epigastrium  to  the  left, 
where  he  felt  a  good  deal  on  a  full 
inspiration  ;  the  peculiar  delirium 
never  deserting  him  ;  and,  linally, 
the  leg  assuming  daily  a  worse 
condition.  Latterly  the  teeth 
became  incrusted,  and  a  film 
overspread  the  cornea)  of  the 
eyes  ;  yet  still  he  asserted  that 
he  was  better — that  he  was  well; 
a  marked  characteristic  of  the 
hallucination  or  delirium  attending 
the  formation  of  purulent  depots 
in  the  thoracic  or  abdominal  vis- 
cera. 

On  dissection,  which  took  place 
twelve  hours  after  death,  the  fol- 
lowing ap[)earances  were  noted. 
The  leg  was  in  a  dreadful  condi- 
tion, the  parts  about  the  fracture 
being  putrid,  and  gangrenous  ;  the 
cellular  membrane  beneath  the 
skin,  and  between  the  muscles, 
almost   universally    disorganized. 


On  the  Inside  and  outside  of  the 
thigh,  where  Mr.  Brodie  had  em- 
ployed the  scarifications,  the  sub- 
cutaneous and  subfascial  cellular 
tissue  had  completely  recovered 
itself,  and  illustrated  well  the 
value  of  incisions  when  early  em- 
ployed. At  the  back  of  the  thigh 
the  cellular  texture  was  in  a  very 
bad  state  ;  and  the  skin  and  inte- 
guments could  be  separated,  with- 
out the  least  dissection,  from  the 
deeper-seated  parts,  from  the 
heel  to  a  third,  or  even  two-thirds, 
up  the  thigh  !  The  femoral  ves- 
sels were  perfectly  healthy. 

Much  curiosity  was  excited  as 
to  the  actual  condition  of  the  vis- 
cera of  the  thorax  and  abdomen, 
as  purulent  deposits  in  the  liver 
or  the  lungs  had  been  fully  ex- 
pected for  nearly  a  week  before 
death.  The  abdomen  was  open- 
ed, and  the  liver  discovered  to  be 
as  healthy  as  a  liver  could  be. 
It  was  sliced  in  all  possible  ways, 
but  not  a  single  abscess  or  speck 
of  disease  could  be  detected. 
The  gall-bladder  was  remarkably 
pale  and  contracted,  and  contained 
some  curious  matter,  which  had 
more  the  appearance  of  fluid  ho- 
ney than  bile.  On  exposing  the 
cavity  of  the  chest,  marks  of  re- 
cent pleuritic  inflammation  were 
found  in  both  sides,  especially  be- 
low. Towards  the  upper  part 
of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  right 
lung  was  a  small  deposition  of 
lymph  ;  but  the  rest  of  that  lung 
was  sound.  At  the  lower  margin 
of  the  left  lung  there  were  seve- 
ral larger  depots,  the  contents  of 
which  were  almost  analogous  in 
appearance  to  the  sloughs  in  the 
leg  ;  at  any  rate  the  depositions 
of  lymph  were  infinitely  darker 
and  more  dirty  than  usual.  The 
head  was  not  examined. 

it  is  curious  that  so  little  dis- 
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ease  was  found  in  the  side  to 
which  the  principal  pain  was  re- 
ferred ;  whilst  the  other,  which 
was  little  complained  of,  bore  the 
onus  of  the  mischief.  Could  the 
pain  in  the  right  side  be  owing  to 
the  pleural  inflammation,  and  not 
to  the  solitary  abscess  in  the  lung.'' 
We  are  disposed  to  think  so,  both 
on  account  of  its  character  and 
site. — J\Ied.  Gazette. 

Closure  of  the  Vagina  after  difficult 
Labor —  Operation. 

Ann  Smith, aet.  26,  was  admitted 
into  St.  George's  Hospital,  Sep- 
tember 3d,  with  stricture  of  the 
vagina,  succeeding  protracted  par- 
turition. On  examination,  it  was 
found  that  an  aperture  existed, 
barely  admitting  the  smallest  bou- 
gie, and  apparently  owing  to  a 
very  large  cicatrix,  the  contrac- 
tion of  which  had  narrowed  the 
opening.  From  this  small  opening 
there  issued  much  discharge,  of 
brownish  color  and  offensive  odor. 
The  urethra  had  become  so  wide- 
ly dilated  as  readily  to  allow  the 
little  finger  to  pass  into  the  blad- 
der. She  stated,  that  two  years 
before  her  admission,  being  some 
months  gone  with  child,  she  was 
suddenly  taken  in  labor,  which 
lasted  two  days  and  a  night  ;  after 
which  it  was  discovered  that  a 
portion  of  the  vaginal  membrane 
protruded  through  the  os  exter- 
num, and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  it  sloughed  away.  Bearing 
down  pains  were  felt  for  some 
time,  and  the  urine  occasionally 
came  away  in  a  very  large  stream. 

The  bowels  having  previously 
been  emptied  by  aperients  and  an 
enema,  Mr.  Keate,  on  the  11th, 
divided  the  stricture  by  means  of 
the  bistoure  cachee,  the  incisions 
being  carried  upwards  towards 
the  arch  of  the  pubes.     'J'he  fore- 


finger was  then  introduced  into  the 
opening,  and  the  os  uteri  found 
unaffected.  The  discharge  on 
breaking  down  the  barrier  of  mem- 
brane was  horribly  fceiid. 

Three  hours  after  the  operation 
the  patient  experienced  a  rigor. 
The  vagina  was  then  syringed  out; 
two  or  three  coagula  removed  ; 
a  piece  of  oiled  lint  introduced  ; 
and  five  grains  of  calomel  ordered 
immediately,  followed  soon  after 
by  a  dose  of  castor  oil.  Salines, 
with  the  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
every  six  hours. 

From  this  time  no  febrile  af- 
fection, or  other  constitutional  dis- 
turbance was  experienced,  an  oc- 
casional purgative  only  being  need- 
ed. On  the  17th,  the  discharge 
was  become  purulent  and  healthy; 
and  on  the  22d,  a  bougie,  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
was  introduced  into  the  vagina, 
after  which  she  commenced  the 
use  of  the  dilator.  A  little  py- 
rexia and  headach  took  place  on 
the  2d  of  October,  but  were 
readily  removed  by  salines,  with 
antimony  and  a  senna  draught. 
On  the  5th,  she  was  well  enough 
in  health,  and  could  bear  the  in- 
troduction of  a  good-sized  uterus- 
bougie  in  the  vagina. — lb. 

J^ew  English  Works. 

Dr.  Lempriere  is  preparing  for 
publication  an  Essay,  in  answer  to 
the  Oidenburgh  Questions,  on  the 
Nature  and  Contagion  of  the  Yel- 
low Fever. — A  new  scientific 
Journal,  in  numbers,  every  two 
months,  entitled  the  Annals  of 
Chemical  Philosoi)hyT  and  exhibit- 
ing a  concise  view  of  the  latest 
and  most  important  Discoveries 
in  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  the  Arts, 
Sciences,  Manufactures,  Agricul- 
ture, &c.,  by  VV.  Maugham,  Sur- 
geon, &c. — is  announced. 
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REPORTS    OF  CASES   IN  PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 

External  Applioation  of  Flour  to 
recent  Burns. 

Communicated  for  tlie  Boston  jMedical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  D.  IIuaiPiiRKYS  Storer,  I\I.D. 

We  noticed,  a  short  time  since,  in  a 
foreign  Journal,  the  good  efl'ects  of 
Jlour  in  cases  o{  burns.  Some  ma)', 
perhaps,  be  induced  to  avail  them- 
selves of  a  remedy  which  they  have 
always  at  hand,  hy  perusing  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  ill  which  its  operation 
was  directly  beneficial. 

Case  I.— On  the  26th  of  Novem- 
ber I  was  called  upon  at  noon,  to 
visit  a  child  of  iMrs.  N.'s,  in  Essex 
St.  This  child,  a  fine  girl,  six 
months  old,  had  been  tied  by  its  mo- 
ther in  a  chair,  while  she  went  to  a 
neighbor's,  at  a  short  distance.  Re- 
turning in  a  iaw  moments,  she  found 
the  chair  had  fallen  backvvards,  and 
the  infant,  unable  to  extricate  itself, 
was  lying  wiih  its  head,  upper  part 
of  back,  and  upper  extremities,-  ex- 
posed to  a  large  fire.  The  child 
was  immediately  snatched  from  the 
henrth,  and  while  I  was  sent  for,  the 
individuals  who  were  in  the  house 
covered  the  injured  parts  with  the 
cat  tail  flag  (Thypha  lalifolia). — 
When  I  arrived,  the  application  had 
disguised,  in  a  great  degree,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  injury  ;  but  the  incessant 
shrieks  and  strugglings,  together  with 
the  appearance  of  those  parts  from 
which  the  reed  had  been  removed, 
and  the  description  of  the  covered 
jjarts  by  those  who  had  seen  them 
before  its  application,  left  me  but 
little  hopes  of  its  recovery.  I  deter- 
mined, however,- to  do  what  I  could, 
as  soon  as  possible.  Accordingly, 
calling  for  a  drudging-box,  all  the 
parts  affected  were  sprinkled  with  a 
thick  coat  of  flour.  Kelief  was  im- 
mediate ;  the  crying  was  diminished  ; 
spasms   became  less  frequent  ;    and 


for  a  iaw  moments,  the  breast  luas 
taken.  Restlessness,  however,  soon 
returning,  a  small  quantity  of  cam- 
phorated tincture  of  opium  was  ex- 
hibited, which  allayed  uneasiness  for 
a  fiiw  moments  only.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  an  hour,  another  opiate  was 
exhibited,  with  temporary  benefit. 
Towards  night  I  called  figain.  My 
patient  swallowed  milk  readily  from 
the  spoon.  All  the  |)arts  from  which 
flour  had  been  removed  were  cover- 
ed again,  which  operation  appeared 
grateful.  At  9,  P.M.  the  child  was 
seen  for  the  third  time.  It  was  sink- 
ing rapidly.  Inflammation  had  ex- 
tcMided  over  the  whole  left  side  of 
the  face,  closing  the  eye  of  that  side, 
and  the  breathing  had  become  irre- 
gular and  deep.  In  about  half  an 
hour,  she  died. 

When  it  is  stated,  that  upon  exa- 
mination, the  next  morning,  the 
wiiole  surface  of  the  cranium  was 
found  abraded,  together  with  the 
back  of  the  neck,  and  shoulders,  as 
well  as  the  greater  part  of  both  arms 
and  hands,  while  some  of  the  fingers 
were  perfectly  black,  it  will  be  ac- 
knowledged, we  trust,  that  nothing 
in  all  human  probability  could  have 
saved  the  child  ;  and  also,  that  the 
decided  relief  afl'orded  by  our  reme- 
dy, although  but  momentary  it  might 
have  been,  justifies  in  concluding 
that  in  less  aggravated  cases,  it  may 
be  of  essential  service,  and  is  de- 
serving of  repealed  trials  before  it 
is  thrown  aside  as  unworthy  our 
confidence. 

Case  II. — Since  the  above  case 
came  under  our  treatment,  we  have 
seen  a  son  of  Mr,  Lemon's,  in  Plea- 
sant Street,  who  had  fallen  forward 
lipon  a  heated  stove.  The  cuticle 
was  removed  from  the  greater  part 
of  the  neck  under  the  chin.  Flour 
was  applied  as  in  the  preceding  case, 
with  immediate  relief.  On  the 
fourth  day  the  part  was  perfectly 
healed  over,  and  no  inconvenience 
remained,  except  a  trouhlesoinc  itch- 
ing,  produced   by  the  action    of  ex- 
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ternal  agents  upon  the  newly  formed 
surface. 

Boston,  December  9t7i. 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  DEC.  30,  1828. 
THE  LIVING     SKELETON. 

An  individual  with  this  somewhat 
appalling,  but  not  undeserved  title, 
has  lately  been  exhibiting  himself 
for  money  in  England,  and  in  several 
cities  on  the  Continent.  From  a 
pamphlet  recently  published  at  Fa- 
laise,  in  France,  and  embellished 
with  a  most  grotesque  figure  of  this 
"  delicate  monster,"  which  we  hope, 
for  his  sake,  is  a  caricature,  we  extract 
the  following  particulars  in  regard  to 
him. 

Claude  Ambrose  Seurat  was  born 
at  Troyes,  in  April,  1798.  He  be- 
gan to  emaciate  at  the  age  of  three 
years,  but  it  was  not  until  twenty- 
four  that  he  reached  his  present  de- 
gree of  tenuity.  During  this  period 
he  was  free  from  disease.  He  is 
now  five  feet  three  inches  in  height, 
and  weighs  forty  three  pounds.  His 
chest  is  so  much  sunk  in,  (so  saith 
our  venerable  authority,  I'ancien 
Maire  de  Falaise,)  that  it  presents  a 
depth  of  only  three  inches.  His 
arms  are  two  inches  and  a  half  in 
circumference  ;  his  thighs  one  inch 
in  thickness.  The  position  of  the 
heart  is  peculiar,  being  three  inches 
lower  than  natural.  His  pulse  is 
feeble,  and  about  fifty  per  minute. 
His  diet  is  very  light  and  simple, 
(that  is,  for  a  Frenchman,)  consisting 
of  jellies,  broths,  fowls,  fish,  &c. 
His  daily  allowance  of  food  is  about 
twelve  ounces,  and  one  glass  of  wa- 
ter supplies  him  for  drink  during  the 


same  period.  He  sleeps  well,  and 
the  corporeal  functions  are  perform- 
ed with  regularity.  His  general  ap- 
pearance is  not  unlike  that  of  a  per- 
son recovering  from  protracted  ill- 
ness. He  walks  slowly,  and  with 
great  caution,  being  extremely  fear- 
ful of  falling.  His  voice  is  strong, 
and  susceptible  of  the  usual  modu- 
lations. His  intellect  and  moral 
sense  are  not  impaired. 

This  singular  being  has  been  visit- 
ed by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  by  Baroa 
Dubois,  Baron  Dupuytren  and  other 
distinguished  anatomists,  who  have 
made  a  number  of  curious  anatomi- 
cal observations  on  his  body.  With 
Baron  Dupuytren  he  is  said  to  be 
quite  a  favorite. 


Our  subscribers  are  reminded  that 
fifty  cents  will  be  saved  to  them  if 
payment  is  made  for  the  present 
volume  within  the  year,  ending  the 
19th  of  February  next.  See  terms 
at  the  bottom  of  next  page. 

WEEKLY    KEPORT  OF     DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Dec.  18,  ai  noon. 


Dec.  13. 

John  S.  AUds, 

37  yrs 

Mary  Morresy, 

34 

Mary  Phebe  Manuel, 

71 

14. 

Hannah  Smith, 

58 

Ezra  Jones  Whifon, 

o 

Sarah   Green, 

87 

Ehzabeth  Marshall, 

11  mo 

15. 

Lucinda  liichardson. 

19  yrs 

Hannah  Trask, 

58 

Mary  Phillips, 

40 

16. 

Parlhcnia  Teary, 

58 

17. 

Mary  Hammond, 

29 

IS. 

Patrick  Doyle,     ' 

42 

Zaccheus  Harlow, 

50 

Charlotte  Lynch, 

66 

Jonas  Prouty, 

49 

Apoplexy,  1 — cancer,  1 — consumption,  3 — 
dropsy  in  the  head,  I — lung  lever,  1 — mortifi- 
cation, 2 — old  age,  I — unknown,  6.  Males, 
5— lemalus,  11.     Stillborn,  1.     Total,  17. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ATHENEUM  ; 

OR,  SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES. 

TIIF.  \theneum  is  published  on  the  1st 
and  15th  of  every  month,  each  num- 
ber containing^  40  pages,  large  octavo.  It 
consists  of  selections  from  the  best  Knglish 
Magazines,  and  is  intended  as  a  Miscella- 
ny for  all  classes  of  readers.  The  price 
of  the  work,  -with  plates  of  the  fash- 
ions, is  six  dollars  a  year  ;  without  them, 
five  dollars.  Other  plates  will  occasion- 
ally be  given,  and  sent  to  all  the  subscrib- 
ers, without  additional  charge. 

184  Washington  Street,  Boston. 
Nov.  4. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  \N'ii?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6  mo. 

ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  day  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.  Lectures  on  Anatomy^ 
Surirtry^  and  Pathology^  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases^ — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
F.  11.  S.  6w. 

Boston,  Sept.  22,  1828. 

BKNJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
''  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Stethoscope, 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
by  VV.  N.  Rylaivd,  with  Notes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6w. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  aiid  .apothecary. 


H 


AS   taken    the    Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  IBS,  Washington  Street  (lately 


kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  iMedicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, kc.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old  friends  of  this  establishmen 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

EUROPEAN  LEECFIES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 
On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  hut  not  be- 
ing sent  Avithin  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations.". •'  ._ 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  lath  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,      ) 
ZABDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    \  Committee. 
JOHN  WARE,  ) 

■  ■■■■ii.ii  - -  immi — tn«iiniiii  miiiiiiini  iHi^^— 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  communications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid. — Price  three  dollars  per  annum,  if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  ])aid  witliin  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
not  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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TUESDAY,  JANUARY  6,  1829. 


No.  47. 


I. 

^  Dissertation  on  the  Disease  called 
an  Irritable  State  of  the  Urinary 
Bladder ;  its  Causes  and  Treat- 
ment. 

By  Usher  Parsoxs,  IM.D. 

(Concluded  from  page  728.) 

An  irritable  state  of  the  bladder 
from  iiiflarnmation  may,  like  that 
which  depends  on  debility  of  the 
organ,  be  divided  according;  to  its 
cause  into  two  kinds,  local  and 
sympathetic.  The  local  causes 
are  too  long  a  voluntary  retention 
of  the  urine,  as  often  happens  in 
riding  a  great  distance  in  a  car- 
riage, on  our  being  closely  im- 
pacted in  large  assemblies  or  pub- 
lic courts,  or  so  strongly  chained 
by  the  interest  or  eloquence  of  a 
subject  discussed  in  such  a  place, 
that  we  cannot  consent  to  retire 
so  soon  as  we  ought.  The  irrita- 
tion of  distension  long  endured 
may  cause  a  spasmodic  constric- 
tion of  the  neck  of  the  bladder, — 
this  often  happens  in  those  whose 
urethra  has  suffered  much  from 

47 


previous  gonorrhoea!  inflammation, 
— and  the  urine  will  at  length,  by 
the  stimulus  of  distension,  and  by 
its  increased  acrimony,  from  ab- 
sorption of  its  aqueous  part,  excite 
inflammation,  and  an  irritable 
state  of  the  bladder.  Violent 
blows  on  the  re^^ion  of  the  blad- 
der ;  riding  rudely  on  horseback, 
or  with  too  elevated  a  pummel  to 
the  saddle  ;  compression  in  labor; 
the  presence  of  foreign  substances 
introduced,  as  a  sound  or  bougie, 
or  from  gun-shot  wounds  ;  or  nee- 
dles passing  from  the  stomach  ; 
irritating  injections  ;  calculi  in  the 
form  of  stone,  gravel,  or  sand  ; 
acrid  urine  from  caniha rides  la- 
ken  or  absorbed  by  the  skin  ;  the 
use  of  substances  possessing  aph- 
rodisiac powers  ;  excessive  vene- 
ry  ;  acrid  diuretics.^  as  balsams, 
and  turpentine:  the  latter  may  be 
inhaled  into  the  circulation  through 
the  lungs,  in  a  newly  painterl  room, 
as  has  been  proved  by  examinissg 
the  urine  of  persons  after  such 
exposure.  A  dissecting  room, 
where  much  turpentine  is  used  in 
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making  preparations,  I  have  known  ed  to  proceed  from  sympathetic 
produce  an  irresistible  desire  to  inflamiuation,  to  have  an  eye  first 
void  urine  in  some  persons,  every  to  the  several  parts  of  the  urinary 
time  they  entered  it.  Lastly,  passages  lined  by  the  mucous 
acute  and  chronic  catarrh  of  the  membrane  :  next  to  this  the  con- 
bladder,  froai  whatever  cause,  tiguous  organs  should  be  looked 
and  ulcers  and  cancers,  diseased  to;  as  the  prostate  gland,  the  ute- 
mucus,  blood,  or  other  fluid,  to  rus  and  vagina,  the  rectum  and 
which  the  bladder  is  not  accus-  anus,  and  injuries  of  the  spine  ; 
tomed.  "  The  urine,"  says  Hal-  — also  remote  organs,  as  the 
ler,  "  is  the  least  uneasy  stimulus  skin, — which  holds  an  intimate 
of  the  bladder  ;  water  injected  is  sympathy  with  the  bladder,  as  is 
more  so  ;  and  mucus,  blood,  or  evinced  sometimes  by  the  effect 
other  fluid,  except  healthy  urine,  on  the  latter  of  suddenly  repelled 
causes  more  or  less  irritation."  cutaneous  diseases.  I  have  seeo 
This  is  true,  however,  only  when  two  cases  of  inveterate  psora 
the  bladder  is  in  a  heallhy  state  :  cured  suddenly,  that  were  follow- 
when  its  vital  properties  are  ed  by  a  long  continued  irritability 
changed,  as  by  inflammation,  the  of  the  bladder.  In  one  of  them, 
qualities  of  the  urine  in  relation  a  child,  nine  years  old,  the  disease 
to  them  are  uo  longer  the  same, —  assumed  the  character  of  irritabi- 
it  becomes  a  morbid  stimulus  ;  lity  from  debility,  and  was  pro- 
while  pure  water  or  mucilaginous  longed  until  the  time  of  puberty, — 
solutions  will,  under  such  circum-  sudden  suppression  of  accustomed 
stances,  have  the  effect  to  soothe  evacuations,  as  of  perspiration,  of 
and  allay  irritation.  hoemorrhols,  and  of  the  catamenia. 
Among  the  sympathetic  causes,  A  reviewer  of  Bingham's  book 
may  be  mentioned  those  acting  on  concludes  by  saying,  "  one  affec- 
other  organs,  and  propagated  to  its  tion  of  the  bladder  he  has  not  no- 
mucous  membrane  by  continuity  ticed,  and  we  know  of  no  one  who 
of  texture;  as  renal  irritation  or  has  particularly  described  or  even 
inflamniation,  from  whatever  alluded  to  it.  It  is  a  \ery  dis- 
cause, — urethral,  from  stricture  tressing  affection  of  the  bladder, 
and  virulent  gonorrhosa,  which  is  produced  by  sudden  check  of  the 
the  most  frequent  cause  of  an  ir-  catamenia.  It  has  been  mistaken 
ritable  state  uf  the  bladder.  This  for  and  described  as  some  affection 
tendency  of  Ihe  bladder  to  paiti-  of  the  uterus, — it  is,  howeveJ', 
cipate  in  diseases  of  the  continuous  seated  in  the  bladder." 
mucous  coal,  lining  the  whole  The  most  prominent  symptoms 
length  of  the  urinary  channels,  of  irrilablH  bladder  are,  frequent 
seems  to  depend,  first,  on  the  pe-  inclinations  to  void  the  urine  ;  a 
culiar  and  identical  degree  of  sen-  sense  of  uneasiness,  sometimes  of 
sibility  and  irritability  assigned  to  heat,  in  the  bladder,  and  a  ten- 
this  one  and  the  same  stiueture  derness  to  pressuie;  pain;  in  some 
throughout  its  whole  extent;  and,  cases  urgent  tenesmus  and  strain- 
secondly,  on  the  syaipalhy  always  Ing,  which  are  most  severe  la 
found  to  exist  between  parts  en-  discharging  the  last  drops.  The 
gaged  in  the  same  function.  On  turgid  vessels  near  the  neck  some- 
tids  account  it  is  advisable,  in  all  times  give  way  and  cause  a  dis- 
eases of  Irritable  bladder  suspect-  charge   of  blood.     A  mucous  dls- 
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charge  is  very  common,  and  is  a  under  these  circtimstances  it  will 
diagnostic  sj'mptoni,  in  most  cases,  be  more  satisfactory,  l)ut  if  the 
between  inflammatory  irritability  urine  be  perfectly  clear,  we  are 
and  that  which  depends  on  debili-  not  thence  to  feel  assured  that  it 
ty.  This  symptom  is  worthy  of  contains  no  vesical  mucus,  be- 
more  attention  in  respect  to  the  cause  I  have  seen  urine  that  was 
different  states  of  the  mucus,  and  both  clear  at  the  time  of  voiding 
therefore  justifies  the  following  it,  and  after  standing  to  grow  cold, 
extract  from  Bingham.  "Mucus  from  which  a  deal  of  mucus  sena- 
frotn  the  bladder  is  met  with  of  rated  and  clung  to  the  side  of  the 
four  different  kinds,  or  in  four  dif-  pot  so  tirmly.,  as  to  ailo^v  the  urine 
ferent  states.  Sometimes  it  ap-  to  be  poured  away  from  it.  Pus, 
pears  much  like  jelly,  adhering  all  I  believe,  may  be  distinguished 
round  the  inside  of  the  vessel  into  from  mucus  by  observing  how  it 
which  it  is  voided  ;  and  in  one  in-  mixes  with  the  urine.  Pus  seems 
stance  of  this  which  I  have  seen,  to  me  both  to  blend  more  readily 
the  mucus  had  a  slight  greenish  with  the  urine  when  they  are 
hue,  but  in  other  cases  it  has  been  stirred  together,  and  to  separate 
perfectly  free  from  color.  Some-  more  completely  than  mucus  does, 
times  the  diucus  resembles  pus  so  To  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
nearly,  as  to  make  it  ditBcult  to  in  every  instance  where  I  have 
discriminate  between  them.  A  had  no  doubt  of  pus  coming  away 
third  kind  is  glairy  mucus,  so  thick  with  the  urine,  the  latter  has  al- 
and tenacious  that  the  end  of  a  ways  retained  a  milky  or  lather 
stick  entangled  in  it,  will  elevate  whey-like  appearance.  Some- 
the  whole  in  the  form  of  a  thick  times  the  best  mode  of  discrimi- 
rope.  The  fourth  only  differs  nating  between  the  two,  is  to  let 
from  the  latter  in  containing  a  the  urine  stand  perfectly  undis- 
quantity  of  earthy  matter,  which  turbed  for  some  hours  in  a  cold 
is  sometimes  so  fine  and  white  as  place.  Thus  I  have  known  a  dis- 
to  have  been  compared  to  hair  charge  from  the  bladder, — which, 
powder  ;  but  I  have  seen  it  in  when  first  voided,  was  so  much 
rough  particles  about  the  size  of  like  pus  that  I  could  not  determine 
mustard  seeds,  and  one  or  two  its  nature,  but  v\  liich  I  was  inclin- 
pieces  have  been  nearly  as  large  ed  to  think  pus, — after  standing  a 
as  a  grain  of  wheat  :  in  this  state  few  houis,  assume  so  consistent  a 
it  looked  very  much  like  old  mor-  form,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  its 
tar.  The  best  way  to  determine  being  mucus.  The  smell  of  vesi- 
whether  there  be  a  morbid  secre-  cal  mucus  will  also  often  distin- 
tion  of  mucus  from  the   bladder,  guish  it. 

is  to  observe  the  urine  inimediate-  From  the  secretion  of  (he  pros- 

ly  after  it  is  voided,  whilst  it  re-  tate  it  may  be  distini^uibhed  by  not 

mains  warm,  for  when  cold  it  of-  having  the  peculiai- niawkish  smell 

ten  tlirows  down  a  sediment  which  of  the  latter, — from  its  contaiiiin.ct 

maybe   mistuken  for  mucus.      If  earthy  particles, — from  ils  rapidly 

none  but  cold  uiirie  can  be  obtain-  becominij   putrid   and   dischar"-ir,o- 

ed,  it  should  be  heated  to  thetem-  mucn  ammonia,  and  from  its  Ijeing 

perature  of  the   internal   paits  of  discharged  only   with   the   urine  : 

the   body,  before  observation   be  whereas  the   |)rostatic  secretion, 

made   on  it.     If  mucus   appears  when  fonuad  in  au  uausual  quau- 


740 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


tity,  generally  escapes  externally 
along  the  urethra,  as  rapidly  as  it 
is  forced  out  from  the  prostate. 

"  Mucus  that  is  discharged 
along  with  the  urine,  veiy  jjossi- 
bly  may  come  from  the  kidneys  ; 
but  when  this  happens,  it  seldom 
appears  in  considerable  quantity, 
unless  itbears  a  great  resemblance 
to  pus.  Precisely  the  same  kind 
of  mucus  may  be  secreted  by  the 
bladder  ;  therefore  a  correct  dis- 
crimination may  sometimes  be  dif- 
ficult,— we  must  be  guided  chief- 
ly by  other  symptoms.  If  there 
be  indications  of  disease  in  the 
renal  glands  more  violent  than  the 
symptoms  of  disease  in  the  blad- 
der, and  if  they  existed  before 
those  of  the  bladder,  then  we  may 
be  allowed  to  suppose  that  the 
mucus  comes  from  the  kidneys  ; 
but  if  the  bladder  was  known  to 
be  diseased  before  the  kidneys, 
then  we  may  suppose  the  symp- 
toms of  disease  in  the  latter  to  be 
sympathetic,  and  may  conclude 
the  mucus  comes  from  the  blad- 
der." 

The  prognosis  must  be  regulat- 
ed by  the  degree  of  violence  in 
the  infiaminalion  ;  threatening  on 
the  one  hand  gangrene  and  high 
symptomatic  fever,  or  protnising 
on  the  other  a  resolution,  and 
leaving  no  permanent  organic  le- 
sion ; — by  the  extent  and  duratioii 
of  functional  interruption, — by  the 
natuie  and  tnagaitnde  of  the  sym- 
pathetic affection,  threatening  ex- 
haustion from  excessive  discharge 
of  mucus  and  from  constitutional 
irritation. 

When  the  disease  is  of  local 
origin,  some  geneial  remedies  are 
apjdicable,  which  must,  however, 
be  varied  according  to  the  intensi- 
ty of  the   symptoms  and  the  cir- 


cumstances of  the  patient.  The 
first  indication  that  ought  to  en- 
gage the  attention,  is,  to  calm  the 
irritation  of  the  organ  and  subdue 
inflammatory  symptoms.  If  the 
symptoms  are  violent,  bloodletting 
should  be  employed, — the  more 
suddenly  the  abstraction  is  made 
the  better.  On  this  account  it 
may  be  advisable,  in  cases  of  great 
intensity  of  suffering,  to  bleed 
from  both  arms  at  once.  The 
body  may  be  immersed  in  the 
warm  bath,  and  where  this  is  im- 
practicable, the  hypogastric  re- 
gion should  be  bathed  with  emol- 
lient fomentations.  Mucilaginous 
drinks  should  be  administered 
freely,  as  linseed  tea,  and  injec- 
tions of  the  same  per  anum,  add- 
ing to  a  pint,  from  two  to  four 
drachms  of  the  tincture  of  opium, 
according  to  the  degree  of  suffer- 
ing of  the  patient. 

If  urine  has  accumulated  in  the 
bladder  and  the  inflamed  state  of 
the  neck  opposes  its  discharge, 
the  introduction  of  a  catheter  may 
become  indispensable  ;  but  this 
operation  must  be  performed  with 
great  care  and  delicacy,  as  the 
bare  contact  of  the  instrument  is 
calculated  to  augment  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane. 
At''ter  having  given  vent  to  the 
urine,  it  will  be  advisable  to  press 
gently  through  the  catheter  into 
the  bladder,  a  mucilaginous  injec- 
tion of  flaxseed  tea  or  a  solution 
of  gum  arable,  to  an  ounce  of 
which  may  be  added  twenty  or 
thirty  drops  of  laudanum.  This 
should  be  retained  for  some  mi- 
nutes, when  a  part  of  it  only 
•should  be  allowed  to  ilow  out  at  a 
time,  the  other  part  remaining  to 
atte-iate  the  acrimony  of  the 
urine,  until  more  is  thrown  in. 
When  the  symptoms  are  mode- 
rate and  have  not  closed  the  neck 
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of  the  bladder,  mucilage,  of  the  to  change  the  rigid  antiphlogistic 
temperature  of  the  part,  may  he  treatment  for  one  that  is  more  in- 
injected  hy  a  urethral  syringe,  in  vigorating,  to  adiiiiaister  drinks 
successive  charges,  till  a  portion  moderately  astringent  and  tonic, 
of  it  reaches  the  bladder.  Some  to  take  solid  food  and  wine,  to 
irritation  will  be  created  at  first  exercise  moderately,  and  to  avoid 
b^  the  contact  of  a  fluid  to  which  all  predisposing  and  exciting 
the  part  has  not  been  accustomed,  causes. 

and  by  its  retrograde  distension  of  But  oftentimes  all  these  means 
the  passage,  on  account  of  which,  fail,  and  the  disease  is  converted 
simple  mucilage  alone  should  at  into  a  chronic  irritability  of  the 
first  be  tried,  but  after  a  small  bladder, — a  disease  which  is  more 
quantity  of  this  has  reached  the  frequently  seen  than  the  acute 
bladder,  I  have  found  the  addition  kind,  for  besides  being  many  tifnes 
of  the  tincture  of  opium,  in  pro-  the  consequence  of  it,  this  often 
portion  of  a  teaspoonfiil  to  an  begins  in  a  slow  and  insensible 
ounce  of  the  injection,  produce  manner.  Though  the  causes  are 
the  most  happy  eff'ect.  Some  the  same  as  of  the  acute  kind,  it 
effort  will  be  required  at  first  on  is  observed  to  proceed  more  fre- 
the  part  of  the  patient  to  retain  quently  from  stone  and  gravel,  or 
it,  and  it  should  be  administei-ed  from  other  unnatural  bodies  in  the 
to  him  while  in  a  horizontal  pos-  bladder, — the  piesence  of  a 
ture,  in  a  warm  bath,  or  covered  sound,  for  a  long  time,  or  of  bou- 
in  bed.  In  almost  all  cases  where  gies  introduced  too  far  into  the 
inflammation  runs  high,  is  attended  cavity  of  the  organ.  It  is  also  apt 
with  violent  straining,  tenesmus,  to  be  the  consequence  of  a  cuta- 
and  other  distressing  symptoms,  neous  eruption,  suddenly  ropelitd, 
the  above  will  be  serviceable  in  and  to  attend  aged  persons  a.fect- 
mitigating  the  suffering.  Finally,  ed  with  rheumatism,  gout,  and 
should  catheterism  become  abso-  nephsitic  irritation,  a  disease  of 
lutely  impracticable,  under  the  the  prostate,  and  to  fulbiw  multi- 
depleting,  relaxing,  and  soothing  plied  attacks  of  gonorrhoea,  neg- 
treatment  above  mentioned,  it  lected  or  ill  treated,  excessive 
may  become  necessary  to  punc-'  venery,  and  the  abuse  of  spiritu- 
ture  the  bladder  with  a  trocar,  ous  liquors,  particularly  of  gin  ; 
The  French  surgeons  generally  and  to  accompany  diabetes, 
prefer  doing  this  over  the  pubis,  When  chronic  inflammation  and 
and  the  English  through  the  rec-  irritability  succeed  to  tiie  acute, 
turn.  When  the  organ  is  much  there  is  a  mucous  discharge  lo.fof 
distended  it  is  easy  to  peneliate  after  the  inflammatory  symptoms 
it  either  way,  without  endanger-  have  subsided.  If,  on  the  co;itra- 
ing  the  peritoneum.  ry,  the  disease  has  not  been  pre- 
ceded by  acute  symptoTns,  it  is 
When  the  inflammatory  symp-  often  accompanied  with  pains  in 
toms  are  subdued,  it  will  be  ad-  the  bladder  and  in  the  extremity 
visable  to  desist  from  the  emol-  of  the  urethra,  before  and  during 
lient  course,  lest  the  disease  the  discharge  of  urine  ;  and  this 
should  assume  a  chronic  charac-  fluid,  as  it  cools,  deposits  mticus, 
ter.  On  this  account  it  is  advis-  the  quantity  of  which  is  gradually 
able,  in  the  decline  of  the  disease,  augmented,  and   which   varies   in 
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character  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  cause,  as  before  stated. 

The  loss  of  this  mucus  when 
considerable,  as  well  as  the  ac- 
companying irritation,  induces 
emaciation  ;  and  though  one  may 
live  many  years  with  such  a  dis- 
ease, a  cure  ought  to  be  attempt- 
ed. To  the  general  directions 
already  given,  may  be  added  some 
of  individual  application  to  parti- 
cular cases,  whether  local  or 
.sympathetic.  The  diagnostic 
symptoms  of  each  case  are  to  be 
particularly  noticed  ;  some  of 
which    I    shall    briefly    mention. 

1.  If  caused  by  stone^  the  pain  in 
making  water  is  severe  and  great- 
est while  forcing  out  the  last 
drops,  because  the  contraction  of 
the  bladder  presses  the  stone  to 
the  neck.  Often  there  is  a  dull 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder, 
w  ith  acute  suffering  in  the  glans 
penis.  The  pain  is  greatly  in- 
creased by  riding;  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  mucus,  and  occasion- 
ally some  blood  in  the  urine. 
There  is  some  difficulty  in  retain- 
ing the  uiine  ;  frequently  when 
the  urine  is  flowing  in  full  stream, 
it  stops  suddenly,  without  a  cessa- 
tion of  the  stimulus  to  evacuation.* 
No  cure  can  be  elTected  without 
an  operation,  which  it  would  be 
foreign  to  my  pur])ose  to  describe. 

2.  Renal  calculi  in  the  bladder 
occasion  an  irritable  state  of  it, — 
a  discharge  of  mucus,  and  uneasi- 
ness in  the  loins.  When  in  the 
form  of  sand  the  pain  is  slight, 
wiiilst  gravel  occasions  great  pre- 
vious suffering  in  the   kidney  and 

*  "  Tliij  happens  from  the  stone  fiilling' 
on  the  urelhra.  If  the  patient  be  j)laced 
on  his  hands  and  knees  while  making;  wa- 
ter, and  this  sudden  stoppage  occurs,  it  is 
a  particularly  strong-  indication  of  stone, 
e^peciaHy  if  the  uiine  flows  on  changing 
to  Ihv  injiffc  rftcuTnl)«nt  poiiturt." — C.  Bill. 


ureters.  The  sand  is  either  white 
or  red,  and  according  as  the  for- 
mer or  latter  color  prevails,  the 
sand  is  of  an  acid  or  an  alkaline 
nature.  This  it  is  important  to 
remember,  as  the  remedies  in  the 
two  cases  must  he  diti'erent  and 
opposite.  When  the  urine  depo- 
sits white  sand,  says  Latham,  ac- 
ids should  be  administered,  as  the 
muriatic,  sulphuric,  citric  and 
carbonic  ;  but  when  these  are 
long  continued,  they  cause  the 
very  evil  they  were  intended  to 
remove  ;  the  sediment  becomes 
copious,  and  of  a  red  color.  Re- 
versing the  treatment,  and  exhi- 
biting alkalies,  as  magnesia  and 
soda,  changes  them  again  to  a 
white  color.  But  by  employing 
the  two  classes  of  medicines  al- 
ternately, a  balance  between  the 
evils  will  be  preserved,  until,  by 
the  aid  of  tonics  and  astringents, 
the  cause,  with  the  irritability  it 
occasioned,  are  removed  and 
health  is  restored.  Both  reme- 
dies must,  however,  be  watched, 
in  order  to  keep  between  the  two 
extremes. 

In  these,  or  other  like  cases  of 
irritable  bladder  depending  on  the 
presence  of  irritating  substances, 
the  coats  of  the  organ  are  liable 
to  a  permanent  contraction.    "  An 
irritation  of  the  bladder,  existing 
for  a  great  length   of  time,  espe- 
cially that  which   is    produced  by 
ihe  presence  of  a  calculus,  or  of 
lithic  sand,  or  by  any  other  of  the 
comtnon  causes   of  inflammation, 
will   produce   a   shrinking   of  the' 
organ  from  its  natural  size."     Mr. 
Foote  ascertained  that   in  these, 
as  well  as  in  the  cases  depending | 
on  debility,  the  organ  may  be  ea- 
sily   restored  to  its  natural   size! 
by  mucilaginous  injections,  which, 
besides  distending  the  organ,  andj 
thus  obviatini:  one  cause  of  irrita- 
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hilitj*,  have  also  the  happy  effect  such  cases  are  the  same  as  those 
to  wash  away  the  sand  from  the  descril^ecl  under  acute  iuflamma- 
coats  of  the  bladder,  when  pre-  tion  tf  this  organ.  Bingham  re- 
sent, more  elTectually  than  would  coinmenfls  the  injection  of  warm 
be  done  by  the  urine  alone.  oil,  where   there   is   a   spasmodic 

Another  cause  of  local  irritation  stiictnre  from    the   above  cause, 

is    diseased    urine.      Though     it  and    attributes  its  ;^ood  eflTects  in 

would  seem  more  proper  to  refer  part  to  mechanical  diitension;  and 

an  irritable  state  of  the  bladder  compares    it,  in    this   respecl,    to 

from  morbid  urine  to  a  disease  of  the  partial  introduction  of  a  laige 

the    kidney    secreting    it,    rather  bougie,  which  has,  in  many  cases, 

than  to   the   secretion   itself,  still  proved   mote  effectual    in  giving 

the  latter  must   have  some  effect  passage  to  the  urine    tlian  a  small 

in    aggravating    the    disease.       I  one,  ihough    introduced   oa\^  two 

shall  barely  refer  here  to  diabetes  or  three  inches, 
mellitus,  in   which   the    urine,  by 

its  stimulating  qualities,  keeps  up  When  tlie  disease  proceeds 
a  constant  irritability  of  the  blad-  from  iiiflarDmation  in  the  kidneys, 
der.  It  would  be  wasting  time  there  is  pain  in  the  renal  region  ; 
to  discuss  the  nature  of  this  mala-  frequent  micturition;  vomiting; 
dy,  for  whether  it  be  seated  in  numbness  of  the  thigh  on  the  af- 
the  stomach  or  some  of  the  chyli-  fected  side,  and  retiaction  of  the 
facient  viscera,  as  maintained  by  testicle.  "  The  skin  is  usually 
Rollo, — or  caused  by  dyscracy  or  hot  and  dry,  the  body  costive,  and 
intemperament  of  the  blood  fiom  motion,  or  even  an  eiect  position, 
defect  in  the  assimilating  func-  iS  accompanied  by  considerable 
tions,  as  stated  by  VViJlis  apfj  Sy-  uneasines.s."  When  the  diiiease 
denham. — or  as  Charles  Darwin  is  violent  the  urine  is  discharged 
maintained,  by  a  retrograde  mo-  in  small  quantity,  and  of  a  pale 
tion  of  the  lacteals  from  the  tho-  hue  ;  and  henr:e  if  the  mine  be- 
racic  duct  inio  the  lacteals  of  the  comes  high  colored,  be  secreted 
kidneys,  or  by  a  morbid  condition  in  a  larger  proportion,  and  be  at 
of  the  kidneys,  as  maintained  by  length  thick  aiul  mixed  with  mu- 
Galen,  Ruysch,  Prout,  Cruik-  cus,  a  gradual  relief  may  be  ex- 
shank,  Dupuytren  and  Thenard,  pected  to  follow,  and  the  cure 
there  is  still  a  general  agreement  will  be  effected  by  a  copious  flow. 
in  respect  to  the  best  mode  of  Sometimes  the  desire  to  make 
treatment;  and  with  a  restoration  water  is  veiy  distressing  and  in- 
of  healthy  urine,  in  this  disease,  cessant,  and  the  bladder  may  be- 
er from  any  other  cause,  the  irri-  come  so  irritable,  that  whether  it 
lability  will  of  course  subside.  be     moderately     distended     with 

The  other  diseases    of  the  mu-  urine,  or  empty    and   contracted, 

cous   membrane,  in   its   contiuua-  the  pain   is    equally  great.      It  is 

tions,  are   seated   in   the   kidneys  unnecessary  to  add,  that  here  the 

and   urethra.     Among  the    latter  attention  tnust  be  directed  to  the 

may  be    mentioned  gonorrhoea  vi-  primary  disease,  and  with  the  re- 

ruleuta,  \^  hich  often  extends  along  moval  of  this  will  cease  the  sym- 

the  mucous  lining  of  the  urethra,  pathetic  irritability  of  the  bladder, 

producing  a  very  irritable  state  of  The  last  remark  npniies  also  to 

the    bladder.     The    remedies    in  sympolheiic   irritability  proceed- 
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ing  from  affections   of  contiguous  as  often  as  necessary."     In  cases 

oigaiis,  of  which   our  limits  will  of  diseased  prostate,  Mr.  Bingham 

periuit  of  only   a  cursory  n<»lice.  considers  it  of  the  first  importance 

The  signs  denoting  an  irritation  in  to   regulate  the   digestive  organs 

the  prostate,  accompanying  an  ir-  by  diet  and   medicine  ;  and  when 

ritable  bladder,  are,  "  a  sense  of  this  is  done  the  sympathetic  affec- 

heat  qnd   fulness  ;  a   dull,  aching  tion  w  ill  generally  subside.*     His 

pain  in  the  perineum,  with  occa-  directions  in  regard  to  the  use  of 

sional  aching  pain  in   front  of  the  the  catheter   are   excellent,  and, 

puijis,  as   tiiough   this  latter  part  if  attended  to,  will  enable  one  to 

were  pressed  externally  by  some  understand  the  nature   of  the  ob- 

hard  substance.  Insome  instances,  struction  opposed  to  the  passage 

the  finger  in    the  rectum  will  dis-  of  urine  by  the  prostate; — that  is, 

cover  the  prostate  to  be  enlarged;  whether   it  be  the   middle  or  the 

and    if   the   gland   be   pressed,   it  lateral  lobes  that  are  enlarged.* 
sometimes  causes  pain  in  front  of        Derangement  in   the    functions 

the  pubis  ;  but  it  must  be  remem-  of  the  uterus,  as  obstructed  cata- 

bered,  that  considerable  irritation  menia   and   hysteritis,  may  cause 

may  prevail  in  the  gland,  without  an  irritable  slate  of  the  bladder  ; 

any    enloigenient   of   it.      Should — 

the  prostate,  ho^vever,  be  enlarg-         *  ''When  an   instrument  will  pass  to 

ed,  then  very   probably  there  will  a^f^  fro   freely,  for  the  distance  of  eight, 

I         I  ,  •    I       ,      .'•         r      •    »  ei°'ht  and  a  half,  or  nine  inches  along  the 

be  a  so  a  parlia   retention  ot  urnie,       =,'      .,       ,  '  ..        .,,  ,.  „„  ^..^^t^iiv 

I  '  urethra,  the  retention  will  then  genei any 

which    maybe    the    only  cause  Ot  be  owing  to  the  valvular  projection  of  ihe 

the  bladder's  being  irritable.    This  middle  lobe  of  the   prostate,  over  the  in- 

can  only  be  known  by  introducing  <^'"al  orifice  of  the  canal -but  if  whea 

,,  -,  r.  .\  .•       »  the   instrument   has  entered  about  seven 

the     catheter,    alter     the     patient  i„ehes  and  a  half,  it  be  impossible  or  diffi- 

has  used    all  his    endeavors  to  ex-  cult  to  urge  it  further,  and  when  it  has 

|)el    his    urine.  Disease    in    the  passid  further,  it  be  found  equally  difficult 

,    ^  .         r         .1  I  •  to  withdraw. — and  if  it   be  a  bougie  that 

prostate  operates  directly,  and  in-  ;''  wunuraw,    ana  u  „_  =_.  n^^ 

'  '  ..•',.,.  r-  lias  been  used,  and  its   point  appears  nai- 

directly,  to  produce  irritability  ot  j^ned  at  the  sides,  then  there  will  be  rea- 

the    bladder.       The    direct    effect  son  to   conclude   that  the   lateral  lobes  of 

takes  place  when  irritation  is  pro-  fh^'  S'^ud  press  firmly  against  each  other, 

',  ,.  ,     n  ',1  and  so  obstruct  the  tiow  ot    urine.      1  his 

pagated,    or    continued    Irom    the  )f,(ter  kind  of  obstruction  usually  comes 

prostate  to  the  bladder  ;    and    the  on  in  consequence  of  inflammation  of  the 

indirect  etTeCt  occurs  when    some  proslate,    and  is  indicated  also  by  a  gieat 

1  i     i'.i  i    4.  sense  of  weight    heat,  and  fulness,  and 

en  argement  ot  the  prostate  mere-  ^'-"r''  °'  ^^tyn,  nea  ,  .       '       . 

o  '  perhaps   aciimg  pain  in  the  perineum  ana 

ly     prevents     the    complete     eva-  about  the  pubis.     Very  often,  both  these 

cuation  of  the  urine,  in  which  case  kinds    of  obstruction    exist   at  the    same 

the  bl.ulder  grows  irritable  in  con-  ti"^«  ••  for  ^^  'l>^t  which  results  from  the 

,P^,  ,       ,     ,■  pressure  of  the  lateral  lobes  agai;ist  each 

sequence  ot    the  perpetual  Stimti-  ^^^er  may  be  brought  on  at  any   time  by 

ItlS    of    the   retained    urine.       This  a  sufficient  degree  of  inflammation,  so  it  is 

should  be  carefully  borne  in  mind,  apt  to  take  place  when  the  valvular  pro- 

k    «^..^^    ♦I,-.    »n«o\,r,^nf    nf   tlioco  jection  of  the  middle  lobe  exists  already. 

because   the   treatment  ol   these  J  .   ,     ,  u„  .u^  raime  of 

,.  Inflammation  may  indeed   be  tne  cause  oi 

cases  ought    to  vary  accordllig    to  t^g    valvular  obstruction;   for,   although 

the  imtnediate  cause  of    the  vesi-  the  middle  lobe  of  the  prostate  be  morbid- 

cal      irritation.        If     the     bladder  ly  enlarged,  it  may  not   be  sufficiently  so 

a.  ,.  *•    I         »       ♦•    ,    ^r  to  obstruct  the  urine  ;    but  if  it   becomes 

SuflTers    Irom     partial   reten   ion    ol  i,,fl^^„,^^    j^en    the   increase  in   size   that 

urine,  this    must    be    remedied  by  necessarily  follows,  makes  it  shut  up  the 

the  introduction  of   the    catheter,  urethra  completely.""— i'mg/azm. 
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but   as   the   primary   affection   in  interrupted  health,  though  of  in- 

Ihis  case,  as  well  as  the  remedies,  active    habits,    and   not   having  a 

are  generally  understood,  nothing  mind   easily    affected   by    passing 

further  need  be  added.     Ulcera-  events. 

tions  of  the  colon  and  rectum  are  She    possessed    no    particular 

mentioned  by  Bingham,  and  seve-  idiosyncrasy,  excepting  an  unusual 

ral    interesting    cases    are    given  degree  of  sleepiness,  with  which 

which  were  successfully  treated  she  was  aflected  twenty  years,  or 

by  mild  purgatives,  with  strictest  more.      She  was  so  much  inclined 

attention     to    diet,    followed    by  to  it,  that   it  was  nothing  strange 

mild  tonics.  to   see   her   disposed   to  sleep  at 

When  the  disease   succeeds  to  any  period  of  the  day,  at  home  or 

a    suddenly     repelled    cutaneous  abroad. 

eruption,  more  benefit  is  to  be  She  had  a  severe  biliary  attack 
expected  from  blisters  than  when  in  December,  1824,, and  January, 
it  proceeds  from  other  causes.  1825,  and,  as  I  have  been  inform- 
Persons  who  are  subject  to  re-  ed,  was  considered  very  danger- 
turns  of  an  irritable  state  of  the  ous.  A  great  torpidity  of  the  in- 
bladder,  from  suddenly  checked  teslinal  canal  existed,  which 
perspiration,  have  been  benefited  seemed  to  demand  the  most  active 
by  perseverance  in  the  use  of  the  purgatives;  but  by  proper  medical 
shower-bath.  treatment,  she  recovered  to  a 
comfortable  degree  of  health.     A 


II. 


month  or  two  elapsed,  when  symp- 

/.    /I    .  toms   of  ascites   presented  ;    she 

Extraordinary  Case  of  Ascites.  ^^,^^  treated  by  the  attending  phy- 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  sician    with    the    USUal    routine    of 

Surgical  Journal,  medicines    generally    prescribed 

By  Thaddeus  Spaulding,  M.D.  in  such  cases. 
Never  having  seen  a  recorded  ^^  length,  it  was  thought  ad- 
case  in  this  country  of  an  ascitical  disable  to  perform  the  operation 
patient  where  the  quantity  of  of  paracentesis  abdominis,  to 
fluid  extracted  was  so  large  as  in  ^^^ich  she  readily  assented  ;  hav- 
the  present  instance,  I  am  induced  '"S  experienced,  by  this  time, 
to  send  the  following  case  for  "^'"^"^^  uneasiness  from  distension, 
publication,  should  the  Editors  of  '^'^^  '^""^^  operation  was  per- 
the  "  Boston  Medical  and  Surgi-  formed  May  21st,  182o,  about 
cal  Journal"  think  it  merits  a  ^"0  inches  below  the  umbilicus, 
place  in  that  useful  work.  '»  ^'^e  linea  alba,  and  the  water 
Miss  S.  E.,  set.  61,  of  more  removed,  weighing  31  pounds  and 
than  common  stature,  rather  mus-  12  ounces.  A  supporting  bandage 
cular,  dark  complexion,  of  healthy  "'^^  applied,  and  rest  recommend- 
parents,  and  the  third  of  nine  ^^-  After  a  few  days  she  walked 
children,*  generally  enjoying  un-  abroad,  and  apperared  in  more 
than    usual    spirits.      It    was    not 

*  See,  in  the  27th  No.  of  the  "  Boston  fo"»<^    necessary    to    repeat    the 

Medical  and  Sura-icalJoumai,"  of  Auo-u3t  operation  till    the  16th  of  August 

last,  an  account  of  a  "  Case  of  Artificial  following,  when  27^  pounds  were 

Anus."      IheMrs.  S.  E.    there  spoken  of  ,  °m      a    •  1  "/.i  ■      „..,i  .u«^ 

Tvas  the  mother  of  the  person  alluded  to  ^""a^^"-      ^^'^  ^^'^  ^t  this,  and  the 

in  this  paper.  time  previous,  was  oi  a  greenish, 
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semi-transparent  appearance,  in-  of  an  enlargement  of  the  liver  and 
odorous,  and  rather  of  an  oily,  ge-  particularly  of  the  spleen,  so  far 
latinoiis  consistence.  At  the  close  as  could  be  learnt  by  external 
of  two  months,  (Oct.  15th,)  33  examination.  Till  now,  the  natu- 
pounds  of  very  clear  and  more  ral  functions  of  the  uterus  had 
natural-looking  fluid  were  remov-  ceased  for  many  years, 
ed.  She  now  came  particularly  From  May  16th,  1827,  till  July 
under  ray  care  ;  although,  by  the  11th,  1828,  the  last  time  I  ope- 
politeness  of  the  three  medical  rated,  (a  period  of  nearly  fourteen 
gentlemen  who  had  severally  ope-  months,)  the  operation  was  per- 
rated,  I  was  an  eye-witness  to  the  formed  sixty-two  times,  and  1028 
results  as  above  stated.  The  ope-  pounds  and  6  ounces  were  drawn, 
ration  was  performed  five  times  averaging  more  than  17  pounds  a 
from  this  (Oct.  15lh)  till  May  week  ;  the  aggregate  quantity 
21st,  1826,  and  diininishinsr  in  amountinsf  to  One  thousand  seven 
quantity  from  33^^  pounds  to  254  ;  hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds^ 
and  amounting,  in  one  year,  (that  Avoirdupois,  draivn  at  JS'inety-two 
is,  from  May  21st,  1825,  till  May  operations,  in  less  than  three  years 
21st,  1826,)  to  234  pounds  and  and  tico  months.  It  may  be  re- 
3j.;and  appearing  sometimes  of  marked,  that  the  operation  was 
a  slate,  at  others  of  a  whey-like  always  postponed  as  long  as  the 
color,  and  of  so  jelly  a  consist-  patient  could  bear  the  distension, 
ence,  as  rendered  it  noiseless  excepting  in  the  last  instance, 
when  passing.  From  May,  1826,  About  six  days  previous  to  her 
till  May  16th,  1827,  I  performed  death,  her  appetite,  which  had 
the  operation  twenty-two  times,  been  very  great  during  her  sick- 
and  the  quantity  removed  during  ness,  suddenly  declined  ;  the  dis- 
that  period  amounted  to  484  tension  was  much  diminished,  with 
pounds  and  9  ounces,  averaging  a  great  flaccidity  of  the  abdominal 
about  22  pounds  in  sixteen  or  se-  muscles.  Under  these  circum- 
venteen  days;  the  fluid  sometimes  stances,  the  doy  previous  to  her 
having  a  chocolate  appearance,  death,  she  urged  the  operation, 
but  more  generally  resembling  seeming  insens^ible  that  the 
the  white  of  eggs,  only  much  thin-  "wheel  was  broken  at  the  cis- 
ner  and  more  glutinous  ;  and  the  tern,"  and  that  the  vital  powers 
last  portion  running,  (say  three  or  were  just  ready  to  surrender  their 
four  pounds,)  almost  invariably  ap-  charge;  although  I  informed  her 
pearing  like  pus,  having  a  peculiar  that  a  i^ew  hours  would  close  the 
kind  of  saccharine  smell.  About  scene.  I  however  yielded  to  her 
this  time,  the  symptoms  appeared  solicitation,  and  removed  only  6| 
more  alarming,  with  some  indica-  pounds  of  dark  chocolate-colored 
tions  of  hydroihorax,  which,  how-  fluid,  and  of  cadaverous  smell- 
ever,  were  dissipated  as  the  ute-  It  seemed  destitute  of  the  pro- 
rine  system  seemed  to  act.  She  perties  it  had  formerly  exhibited, 
had  the  catainenia  twice  during  being  thin,  and  passing  whh  per- 
my  care  of  her,  which  was  pro-  feet  l^eedom,  but  not  noiseless  as 
bably  produced,  either  by  sym[m-  usual.  It  occurred  to  me  that  in 
thy,  or  by  the  distension  of  the  this  instance  the  opinion  of  the 
a!)dominal  cavity  ;  for  about  this  justly  celebiated  John  Hunter 
lime  there  were  strong  indications  was  corroborated.      He  says,  "  a 
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disease  often  produces  such  weak- 
ness as  to  destroy  ftself;"  and  I 
may  add,  the  patient  also  ;  for  in 
this  case,  as  soon  as  the  fluid 
ceased  accumulating,  she  hegan 
to  fail,  and  soon  sank  into  the  arms 
of  death,  without  a  sigh  or  groan. 
I  regret  to  add,  I  was  not  permit- 
ted a  post-mortem  examination, 
which  might  have  developed  facts 
interesting  to  medical  science. 
South  Reading,  JVov.  1828. 


III. 

Of  Laborious  Labor. — From  Lec- 
tures delivered  at  Guy''s  Hospital, 

B_y  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Concluded  from  p.  713.) 

When  the  etflux  of  the  urine  is 
prevented,  lacerations  of  the  blad- 
der may  occur.  Sometimes  the 
body  of  the  bladder  gives  way  into 
the  peritoneal  sac  posteriorly  ; 
sometimes  the  urine  forces  its 
way  out  in  front,  so  as  to  become 
diflfused  in  the  cellular  web  ex- 
ternally to  the  peritoneum  ;  and, 
in  some  cases  not  the  less  fre- 
quent, the  back  part  of  the  neck 
of  tlie  bladder  gives  way  into  the 
vagina.  If  the  urine  be  diifused 
in  the  cellular  Web,  lying  between 
the  front  of  the  bladder  and  the 
abdominal  coverings,  the  case 
must,  I  suppose,  be  deemed  des- 
perate ;  if  the  water  escape  from 
the  bladder  behind,  so  as  to  col- 
lect wiihin  the  cavity  of  the  peri- 
toneum, by  withdrawing  the  urine, 
washing  out  the  peritoneum  with 
the  proper  cautions,  and  tying  up 
the  aperture  formed  by  the  lace- 
rations, judging  from  experiments 
upon  ani(nals,  I  conceive  that  the 
life  of  the  patient  might  now  and 
then  be  preserved.  From  a  suc- 
cessful case  under  the  care  of  my 
friend,  Mr.  Gaitskcll,  of  Rother- 


hithe,  I  infer,  that  where  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  is  burst  open  be- 
hind, the  part  will  sometimes 
close  up,  provided  a  catheter  be 
worn  for  a  few  weeks.  In  the 
case  to  which  I  have  al hided,  the 
closure  was  very  remarkable  and 
certain.  The  same  practice  fail- 
ed in  a  second  case,  where,  how- 
ever, the  rent  was  less  extensive. 
The  laceration  of  the  body  of  the 
bladder  is  occasioned  by  the  ac- 
cumulation of  urine,  and  is  prevent- 
ed, therefore,  by  evacuating  it, 
whether  by  the  catheter  or  the 
natural  efforts.  The  disruption 
of  the  neck  arises  from  the  ga- 
thering of  the  water  in  the  blad- 
der, joined  with  some  descent  of 
the  neck  towards  the  outlet  of  the 
pelvis.  In  this  state  of  the  parts, 
on  entering  the  pelvic  cavity,  the 
head,  as  here  demonstrated,  di- 
vides the  bladder,  as  it  were,  into 
two  chambers,  one  lying  above 
the  brim  in  front  of  the  al)dnmen, 
the  other  below  and  behind  the 
symphysis  pubis.  On  this  latter 
chamber,  as  the  head  advances, 
whether  under  the  action  of  the 
instruments  or  of  the  natural  ef- 
forts, great  pressure  is  made,  and 
by  this  pressure,  as  the  apparatus 
shows  you,  the  bladder  may  be 
thrown  open,  the  urine  issuing  in 
a  sudden  gush.  From  sloughy 
openings  of  the  cervix  vesicae, 
openings  of  this  kind  differ  widely; 
in  the  former  there  is  loss  of  sub- 
stance, in  the  latter  disunion  meie- 
ly — the  former  openings,  perhaps, 
never  heal,  the  latter  sometimes. 
When  urine  accumulates  behind 
the  sy.-npliysis  io  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  this  part  bearing  down 
befoie  the  head,  the  Wlidder 
should  be  emptied  vvllh  great 
care,  and  much  attention  is  some- 
times necessary  to  effect  this  ; 
sometimes  the  catheter  cannot  be 
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introduced,  or  if  it  be  passed  into 
the  bladder,  a  complete  evacua- 
tion of  the  urine  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed without  compressing  the  blad- 
der extrinsically,  by  lirst  laying 
the  hand  on  the  abdomen  below 
the  navel,  and  afterwards  pressing 
the  cervix  where  it  prolapses  be- 
hind the  symphysis  pubis.  In 
these  cases,  of  course,  the  head 
must  not  be  brought  forward  too 
rapidly  by  the  lever  or  the  for- 
ceps. These  lacerations  of  the 
bladder  are  all  of  them  rare.  In 
general  the  bladder  should  be  kept 
empty  in  all  labors.  Little  drink; 
much  perspiration  ;  spontaneous 
discharge  of  the  urine;  the  cathe- 
ter ;  are  the  princij)al  means  of 
securing  this  advantasie.  The 
Jlat  catheter  recommended  by 
Ramsbotham,  an  excellent  prac- 
tical accoucheur,  is  an  useful  in- 
strument. Force  is  always  im- 
proper, when  the  catheter  is  em- 
ployed. Apertures  occasioned  by 
the  catheter  in  the  back  of  the 
cervix  vesicae,  or  still  more  fre- 
quently of  the  urethra,  I  have 
myself  seen.  By  gently  pushing 
back  the  head  of  the  child,  room 
may  sometimes  be  made  for  the 
admission  of  the  instrument. 

Dreadful  contusions  and  morti- 
fications are  apt  to  occur  in  labo- 
rious labors,  nor  are  they  in  con- 
sultation practice  unfreqnent. 
From  the  rude  action  of  the  hand 
(perhaps),  from  violent  e.^brts  to 
abstract  the  head  with  embryo- 
spastic,  or  other  instruments,  from 
frequently  repeated,  but  unavail- 
ing, labor  pains ;  and  above  all, 
from  impaction  of  the  head  in  the 
cavity  of  the  pelvis  between  the 
front  and  back  ;  the  locked  or  in- 
carcerated head,  as  it  is  called, 
extensive  mortifications,  sweep- 
ing all  round  the  upper  or  inferior 
part  of  the  vagina,  may   be   pro- 


duced. If  these  sloughs  are  su- 
perficial, affecting  the  inner  mem- 
brane only,  they  are  less  danger- 
ous, though  adhesions,  contrac- 
tions, and  indurations  of  the  vagina 
are  too  often  the  ultimate  result. 
If  the  labia  pudendi  or  surface  of 
the  perineum  be  injured  internally 
in  this  manner,  the  patient  gene- 
rally does  well  ;  but  if  the  sloughs 
lie  above  and  penetrate  deeply, 
death  at  the  end  of  a  iew  hours, 
or  a  few  days,  is  not  unfrequently 
the  result,  the  system  giving  way 
under  collapse,  or  should  the  pa- 
tient escape,  the  bladder  or  rec- 
tum are  not  uncommonly  laid 
open  into  the  cavity  of  the  vagina, 
in  consequence  of  a  detachment 
of  the  sloughs.  Of  the  manage- 
ment of  these  sloughs,  when  pro- 
duced, I  may  take  occasion  to 
treat  hereafter,  confining  my  re- 
marks at  present  to  the  preventive 
treatment.  The  more  common 
causes  of  them,  already  stated, 
are  the  rude  pressure  of  the  hand, 
the  violent  use  of  instruments,  and 
the  pressure  exerted  by  the  foetal 
head,  whether  above  or  below  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis  ;  and  it  is  im- 
portant to  recollect  this,  in  order 
that  you  may  be  on  your  guard 
against  them.  A  frequent  pulse 
by  no  means  generally  implies  the 
risk  of  slough  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  while  the  pulse  between 
the  pains  remains  below  110,  I 
think  the  patient  is  tolerably  se- 
cure. I  am  not  prepared  to  as- 
sert, that  the  contusion  producing 
slough,  never  occurs  without  col- 
lapse of  the  strength  ;  but  in  ge- 
neral, an  incipient  failure  of  the 
powers  gives  us  an  useful  intima- 
tion of  the  bruising  of  the  parts. 
Many  women,  if  the  head  remain 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  may 
do  well,  allhough  they  have  been 
in  strons:  labor  for  more  than  twen- 
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ty-four  hours  after  the  discharge 
of  the  liquor  amnii  ;  but  in  long- 
protracted  labor  there  is  always 
danger,  even  when  the  foetus  lies 
free  in  the  false  pelvis  above  the 
brim,  the  pressure  being  occasion- 
al only  ;  I  mean  during  the  pains. 
When  the  head  is  down  between 
the  symphysis  pubis  and  the  sa- 
crum, so  as  to  become  incarce- 
rated there,  and  compress  per- 
manently the  parts  between  the 
front  and  back  of  the  pelvis,  and 
this,  too,  for  hours  together,  five 
or  six,  for  example,  women  may 
suffer  little  notwithstanding  ;  but 
ivherever  the  head  is  locked  up 
in  the  pelvis  in  this  manner,  there 
is  always  reasonable  cause  for  ap- 
prehending that  fatal  contusion  and 
slough  will  occur,  unless  the  cra- 
nium be  promptly  liberated  ;  for 
in  these  cases  the  pressure  is  not 
occasional  merely,  but  continued, 
not  (as  you  may  perceive  from 
this  apparatus)  slight,  but  very 
forcible  ;  the  bladder  and  rectum 
being  completely  obstructed  by 
it,  the  bladder  especially,  and  the 
bones  of  the  fostal  cranium  be- 
coming displaced.  It  is  much  to 
be  wished  thai  some  experienced 
practitioner  could  discover  for  us 
a  rule  by  which  we  might  deter- 
mine with  precision  the  moment 
when  contusion,  likely  to  termi- 
nate in  these  formidable  sloughs, 
is  commencing  ;  for  such  rule  has 
not  yet  been  formed.  I  may, 
however,  observe  in  general,  that 
when  the  pulse  is  not  permanently 
rising,  nor  tbe  strength  failing,  nor 
the  labor  protracted  beyond  twen- 
ty-four hours  of  strong  exertion, 
after  the  discharge  of  tbe  waters, 
if  the  bead  be  above  the  brim,  nor 
more  than  tliree  or  four  hours  if 
it  be  locked  loosely  in  the  pelvis, 
nor  more  than  half  an  hour  or  an 
hour,  if  more  firmly  locked,  then 


the  patient  is  secure  against 
slough  ;  but,  if  the  converse  of 
these  conditions  occurs,  sloughs 
are  to  be  apprehended.  And  let 
me  add,  too,  more  simply,  that  a 
pulse  of  1 10,  and  vigorous  powers, 
are  a  plain  and  valuable  indication 
of  security,  and  that  you  have  good 
cause  for  alarm  and  vigilance  whea 
the  pulse  rises,  and  the  strength 
begins  to  fail,  and  the  countenance 
acquires  an  expression  of  anxie(y, 
and  there  is  that  aspect  which 
leads  the  practitioner  to  remark, 
that  "the  patient  appears  very 
much  worn." 

In  laborious  labor  it  sometimes 
happens,  tiiat  inflammations  com- 
mence in  the  substance  of  the 
cervix  uteri  and  the  vagina,  the 
rectum  and  bladder,  perhaps,  be- 
ing more  or  less  involved  in  the 
disease.  A  crust  of  buff  upon  the 
blood,  an  unusual  tenderness  of  the 
parts  between  the  pelvis  and  navel 
in  front,  and  a  permanent  frequen- 
cy of  the  pulse,  are  perhaps  some 
of  the  most  decisive  characters  of 
this  accident;  and  venesection  and 
delivery  may  be  looked  upon  as 
the  most  effectual  remedies.  Fo- 
mentations, leeches,  laxatives, 
and  similar  remedies  may  be  pro- 
per after  delivery,  but  of  these 
hereafter. 

During  easy  parturition  some- 
times, but  more  frequently  under 
violent  efforts,  the  pulse  rises 
permanently  to  120  in  the  minute; 
the  heat  of  the  surface  increases; 
the  tongue  becomes  browner  ; 
the  face  is  Hushed,  as  in  typhous 
fever  ;  the  cry  of  tfie  woman  is 
sharper  and  more  frequent,  and 
she  shows  herself  impatient  of 
her  pains,  irascible,  morose,  and 
perhaps  at  length  delirious.  All 
these  symptoms  may  vanish  on 
delivery  ;  or  after  parturition  is 
completed,    they    may   continue, 
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terminating  at  last  in  puerperal 
mania,  or  other  troublesome  ce- 
phalic; affections.  If  the  attack 
be  slight,  it  may  be  found  to 
yield  under  the  abstraction  of 
stimuli,  and  a  venesection  of  six- 
teen or  twenty  ounces  ;  if  more 
violent,  it  may  require  the  use 
of  the  tractor,  forceps,  or  perfo- 
rator. Wine,  and  other  ferment- 
ed liquors,  are  clearly  improper. 
The  symptoms  are,  perhaps, 
sometimes  produced  by  the  abuse 
of  these  excitements.  This  affec- 
tion may  be  denominated  puer- 
peral irritability. 

In  laborious  labors  the  strength 
sometimes  fails,  the  degree  of 
collapse  varying  greatly.  If  the 
depi-essiou  of  the  powers  is  ex- 
treme— the  pulse  frequent,  but 
failing — the  body  cooling — the 
pain  remitting — the  countenance 
falling,  and  death  appearing,  as 
it  were  in  the  face — there  are,  I 
believe,  generally,  in  such  cases, 
extensive  and  deep  contusions, 
and  though  the  patient  may, 
perhaps,  recover,  yet  death,  in 
a  few  days,  or  a  few  hours,  is  to 
be  ex})ected.  Delivery  seems  to 
be  indicated  here.  A  stillborn 
ciiild  is  probable.  But  when 
collapse  occurs  in  these  laborious 
labors,  often  it  is  in  sligjiter  de- 
gree only,  and  independently  of 
contusion  or  slough,  it  may  be 
produced  by  the  fatigue  arising 
from  much  labor-pain,  want  of 
sleej),  pacing  the  cliaml)rr,  or 
other  analogous  causes.  An  opi- 
ate, or  other  anodyne,  in  quanti- 
ty suliicient  to  give  the  patient 
sound  sleep  and  rest,  may  some- 
times be  of  service.  Delivery  is 
desirable,  but  if  all  other  symp- 
toms were  favorable,  I  should  be 
unwilling  to  administer  instru- 
mental assistance,  merely  because 
the  patient  was  a  little  v/cary. 


Among  the  accidents  of  labo- 
rious labor,  convulsions  may  be 
enumerated,  but  happily  their 
occurrence  is  not  frequent — or, 
to  speak  more  correctly,  they 
are  rare.  Insensibility,  and  spas- 
modic concussion  of  the  whole 
frame,  concurring  frecjuently 
with  the  labor-pains,  are  the 
leading  characters  of  the  disease. 
Large  bleedings,  refrigeration 
of  the  head  by  ice  or  cold  lotions, 
purgation  of  the  primae  viae,  and 
delivery,  are  the  principal  reme- 
dies: but  of  this  hereafter.  Flush- 
ing of  the  face,  throbbing  of  the 
carotids,  noises  in  the  ears,  fail- 
ures of  sight,  of  articulation,  of 
feeling,  or  motion  in  particular 
members  of  the  body,  together 
with  a  shuddering  of  the  mus- 
cles, are,  I  believe,  the  more 
common  premonitory  symptoms 
— and  convidsions  are  the  more 
to  be  apprehended,  if  the  patient 
have  been  attacked  with  the  dis- 
ease before.  Bleeding,  and  if  of 
easy  accomplishment,  delivery, 
are  the  best  preventives  of  the 
attacks. 

After-flooding  is  very  common 
in  laborious  labors,  being,  per- 
haps, rather  salutary  than  inju- 
rious ;  treat  it  according  to  the 
ndes  laid  down.  The  womb  is, 
from  fatigue,  indisposed  to  con- 
tract after  these  deliveries  ;  be- 
ware, therefore,  of  carelessly 
hurrying  forth  the  placenta,  lest 
inversion  shoidtl  occur.  The 
method  of  managing  the  birth 
of  the  secundines  was  explained 
at  large,  when  we  treated  of  na- 
tural parturition. 

After  laborious  labors,  the  foe- 
tus is  freqtiently  stillborn,  in 
consequence  of  compiession  and 
contusion  of  the  brain;  frecpient- 
ly,  the  form  of  the  cranium  is 
altered  ;   generally,  the  scalp  is 
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much  swelled.  Pressure  on  the 
chord  within  the  womb,  may  al- 
so, sometimes,  occasion  a  still- 
birth. No  stillborn  child  ought, 
in  these  cases,  to  be  rashly  pro- 
nounced irrecoverable.  The  di- 
ligent and  effective  use  of  the  re- 
suscitants,  can  alone  enable  us  to 
determine  whether  restoration 
be  practicable  ;  for  it  well  de- 
serves remark,  that  foetuses  sub- 
jected to  the  higher  degrees  of 
compression,  are  sometimes  un- 
expectedly revived  ;  while,  in 
other  instances,  our  attempts  to 
resuscitate,  though  actively  urg- 
ed, are  wholly  ineffectual,  al- 
though, from  the  slightness  and 
short  continuance  of  the  pressure 
during  the  labor,  we  have  enter- 
tained sanguine  expectations  of 
success.  Artificial  respiration, 
and  the  warm  bath,  are  principal 
remedies  here,  and  the  means 
ought  to  be  in  readiness. 

The  labia  pudendi,  and  the 
parts  about  the  anus,  sometime:^ 
swell  greatly  in  laborious  labors; 
the  probable  cause  of  this  intu- 
mescence is,  obstruction  of  the 
vessels  above — delivery  is  the 
best  remedy  for  it.  These  swell- 
ings indicate  pressure,  and  ought 
always  to  awaken  vigilance. 


I>"TERE3TIXG  EXTRACT. 

"  Experience  alone  is  b\'  no  means 
a  safe  teaclier  ;  it  but  confirms  fools 
in  tlieir  fully, — the  wise  only  learu 
from  it. 

"  There  is  a  very  prevalent  idea 
amon^  professional  men,  that  prac' 
tice  alone  niikes  the  jrood  and  suc- 
cessfnl  practitioner.  We  deny  it — 
and  ihis  denial  is  prnunded  on  more 
than  thirty  years  of  careful  observa- 
tion, not  only  of  diseases,  but  of 
Pien.  In  all  that  course  of  time  we 
never  knew  a  s;ood  and  successful 
practitioner   who  did   not   read  and 


study,  as  well  as  observe.  It  is 
usual  for  the  lazy  man  of  experience 
to  quote  John  Hunter,  as  an  example 
of  great  eminence  widiout  reading. 
Not  having  known  John  Hunter,  we 
cannot  speak  as  to  bis  practical  tal- 
ents ;  but  the  foregoirig  opinion  is 
the  result  of  what  we  have  seen 
among  our  own  acq'iaintances,  which 
are  not  very  few.  It  is  fashif)nable 
to  deride  books  and  study  ;  but,  for 
our  own  part,  we  have  no  hesitation 
in  affirming,  that  nine-tenths  of  our 
practical  knowledge  would  never 
have  been  acquired,  had  it  not  been 
for  that  discipline  which  results  from 
studying  the  practical  observations  of 
others.  This  sentiment  from  grey 
hairs  may  probably  have  some  weight 
with  those  who  think  that  everything 
is  to  be  gained  by  the  sight  of  dis- 
eases, and  little  or  nothing  from  re- 
flections excited  by  reading.  Not  a 
day  passes — not  a  day  has  passed  for 
twenty  years,  that  we  have  not  seen 
the  must  outrageous  errors  commit- 
ted by  n)en  who  pride  themselves  on 
never  consulting  anything  but  their 
own  experience.  Such  men  were  born 
in  darkness — live  in  darkness — and 
will  die  in  darkness." — Medico-Chi- 
riirgical  Rev.  July,  1S28,  from  the 
Revue  Med. 

WEEKLY    KEPORT  OP    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Dec.  26,  ai  noon. 

Dec.  20.  George  Kingsbury,  jr.  3 

Reuben  Krown, 

Patrick  Burns,  36 

Ellen  Carney,  14 

?.Iary  R .  Wright,  36 

21.  .Toanna  Nowby,  20 
Rosanna  llannagan,  23 

22.  John  Williams,  3  mo. 
Tlirvmas  T.  Bedlington,  II  yrs. 
Ann  H.  Williams,,  19 

23.  Jacob  Coombs,  77 
V\'illiam  T.  Rowlin,  21 

25.  David  Hyde,  56 
William  IMcCiennen,  61 

26.  Thomas  Ridley,  55 
Sarah  McGrath,  2 

Apoplexy, 4— childbed.  2— consumption, 2 — 
dropsy,  1 — hooping  cough,  1— lung  fever,  1 — 
mortification,  1 — typhous  fever,  1 — unknown, 
8.  Males,  10 — females,  6.  Stillborn,  1. 
Total.  17.  / 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
ATHENEUM ; 

OR,  SPIRIT  OF  THE  ENGLISH  MAGAZINES. 

THK  itheneum  is  published  on  the  1st 
and  15lh  of  every  month,  each  num- 
ber containinof  40  pa°^es,  large  octavo.  It 
consists  of  selections  from  the  best  Kngflish 
Magazines,  and  is  intended  Miscella  as  a- 
ny  for  all  cHssps  of  readers.  The  price 
of  the  woik,  with  plates  of  the  fash- 
ions, is  six  dollars  a  year ;  -without  them, 
five  dollars.  Other  plates  will  occasion- 
ally be  given,  and  sent  to  all  the  subscrib- 
ers, without  additional  charge. 

184  Washington  Street,  Boston. 
Nov.  4. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  k  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  VV'hprf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
•examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

ABERNETHY'S    LECTURES. 

THIS  da}'  published  by  Benjamin  Per- 
kins &  Co.  Lectures  on  Anatomy, 
Surgery,  and  Pathology,  including  obser- 
vations on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Local  Diseases, — delivered  at  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital,  by  John  Abernethy 
F.  R.  S.  6w. 

Boston^  Sept.  22,  1828. 

BF.NJAMIN  PEIIKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
"  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Stethoscope, 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investigating  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
by  \V.  N.  Ryland,  with  xVotes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  1828.  Nov.  4— 6w. 


NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  Apothecary, 

AS   taken    the   Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 


H 


kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 
His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions. Sec.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 
"  Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre 
miums  may  be   left  at   the    office  of  Mr- 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,    Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  (Jommittee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 
JOHN  C.  WARREN,      1 
ZAHDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    S  Committee. 
JOHN   WARE,  ') 


Published  weekly,  by  John  Cotton,  at  184,  Washington  St.  corner  of  Franklin  St.,  to 
whom  all  commuaications  must  be  addressed,  postpaid.— Pace  three  dollars  per  annum, 'if 
paid  in  advance,  three  dollars  and  a  half  if  not  paid  within  three  months,  and  four  dollars  if 
nut  paid  within  the  year.     The  postage  for  this  is  the  same  as  for  other  newspapers. 
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I. 

Three  Cases  of  Spina  Bifida  suc- 
cessfully treated, 

By  Amasa  Trowbridge,  M.D. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Case  I.— On  the  20th  of  June, 
1827,  a  son  of  G.  S.,  Esq.,  aged 
1  year  and  9  months,  who  was  a 
subject  of  spina  bifida,  was  pre- 
sented to  rae  for  advice. 

The  tumor  was  situated  over 
the  lower  cervical  vertebrae.  It 
was  as  large  as  a  common  siz^ed 
egg,  entirely  covered  with  cellu- 
lar substance,  and  gave  sensil)le 
fluctuation.  The  child  had  been 
healthy  from  birth,  with  the  use 
of  all  its  limbs,  and  healthy  secre- 
tions. The  parents  were  inform- 
ed, at  its  birth,  of  the  dangerous 
nature  of  the  complaint,  and  the 
probability  of  its  fatal  termination. 

Contrary  to  the  opinion  general- 
ly entertained  by  surgeons,  I  ad- 
vised an  operation  for  a  cure. 
The  parents  consented,  and  the 
48 


following  mode  was  adopted,  viz  : 
— A  small  silver  wire  was  put 
round  the  base  of  the  swelling, 
passed  through  a  short  canula,  and 
brought  moderately  tight,  so  as  to 
produce  slight  inflammation  on  the 
surface  at  the  base.  In  forty- 
eight  hours  the  wire  was  brought 
tight  enough  to  destroy  all  circu- 
lation in  the  tumor.  In  twelve 
hours,  the  child  became  restless 
and  feverish.  Gave  calomel  and 
laudanum  mixed.  Several  dis- 
charges from  the  bowels  followed. 
In  forty-eight  hours,  the  tumor 
became  dark-colored,  suppuration 
took  place  a-ound  the  wire,  and 
it  disappeared  in  the  divided  in- 
teguments. I  passed  a  scalpel 
on  the  outer  side,  close  to  the 
wire,  and  divided  and  separated 
the  outer  portion.  The  wire  slip- 
ped ofl"  and  left  an  inflamed  por- 
tion, three-quarters  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  with  an  apei  ture  in  the 
centre  through  which  there  was 
dih^charged  turbid  lymph  or  serum. 
There  was  feeble  jetting  of  blood 
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from  several  small  arteries,  wliicli 
was  easily  restrained  by  a  dossil 
of  lint.  A  preternatural  opening 
was  perceptible  between  (lie  two 
lower  cervical  vertebrae  into  the 
spinal  canal.  Dressings, — a  pled- 
get of  lint  and  compress  and  band- 
age around  the  neck,  breast,  and 
shoulders.  In  forty-eight  hours, 
removed  the  dressings.  Inflam- 
maiion  subsiding  in  the  integu- 
ments around  the  wound  occasion- 
ed by  the  wire  ;  healing  process 
going  on  in  every  part  of  the 
wound  ;  discharge  of  fluid  from  a 
small  opening  in  the  centre.  The 
child's  health  continued  to  improve 
daily  from  this  time.  New  dress- 
ings were  applied  occasionally  for 
twelve  days,  at  which  time  the 
wound  was  healed,  and  but  little 
protuberance  could  be  discovered 
at  this  place.  The  child  has  con- 
tinued well,  and  is  now  as  healthy 
as  any  other. 

Case  II. — Son  of  A.  Clark, 
aged  2  years  and  6  months,  was 
presented  to  me  on  the  13th  day 
of  May,  1327.  The  child  apj^ear- 
ed  healthy,  with  the  use  of  all  the 
limbs,  exce|)t  the  thumb  and  foie- 
finger  of  the  right  hand,  which 
were  drawn  close  on  the  palm. 
The  child  could  not  raise  them 
voluntarily  ;  but  when  raised  by 
the  other  hand,  or  by  another  per- 
son, he  would  grasp  any  substance 
firmly. 

There  was  a  large  tutnor  situ- 
ated over  the  three  lower  cervical 
vertebra).  It  was  represented  as 
having  been  very  large  at  birtii  ; 
and  it  now  measured  seven  inches 
in  circumference  at  its  outer  por- 
tion, and  something  less  at  its  base; 
and  about  four  inches  in  height. 
It  was  covered  with  integuments 
and  natural  skin  ;  fluctuation  was 
very  perceptible.     From  its  large 


size,  the  child  was  much  incom- 
moded by  it  at  all  times,  but  par- 
ticularly when  lying  down.  In- 
flamcnation  had  occurred  several 
times  in  it,  and  ulceration  follow- 
ed over  the  surface,  which  was 
painfal  and  difiicult  to  heal. 

I  advised  its  removal  by  an  ope- 
ration. The  wire  and  canula 
were  placed  on  its  base,  and  the 
process  conducted  in  a  manner 
siaiilar  to  the  one  above  describ- 
ed. The  base  being  so  large,  the 
ligature  was  suffered  to  remain 
four  days  after  its  first  application; 
it  vvas  then  drawn  so  as  to  prevent 
circulation.  Three  days  after,  it 
was  drawn  yet  tighter.  The  child, 
during  the  greatest  part  of  this 
time,  suffered  with  symptoms  si- 
milar to  phlegmonous  inflamma- 
tion. Calomel  and  opium  were 
given,  as  in  the  other  case.  Nine 
days  from  the  first  application  of 
the  wire,  I  separated  the  outer 
portion  above  the  ligature,  with 
a  knife,  which  was  principally 
sphacelated.  The  ligature  came 
ofi",  and  a  spouting  of  a  wineglass 
of  lymph,  which  was  turbid  aiid 
tinged  with  blood,  followed  from 
the  spinal  canal,  through  a  small 
opening  in  the  ceiitre  of  the  part 
divided.  Bleeding  followed  from 
an  artery  that  required  securing 
with  a  ligature. 

The  wound  was  dressed  with 
lint,  compresses  and  bandage. 
The  general  treatment  was  simi- 
lar to  that  observed  by  surgeons 
in  large  wounds  on  children.  For 
the  first  eight  days  there  was  a 
large  discharge  of  fluid  froiu  the 
aperture  ;  after  this  it  diminished 
gradually,  and  in  four  weeks  fiom 
the  operation,  the  whule  wound 
was  cicatrized  and  sound.  There 
is  now  evidently  an  incompiele 
state  of  the  vertebras  at  this  point. 
A  spinous  process  is  wanting, — 
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there  is  a  cavity  and  an  opening 
through  the  vertebrae,  which  ad- 
mits of  the  point  of  the  little  fin- 
ger. There  is  no  bulbing  of  the 
parts  or  enlargement.  I  savv  him 
yesterday  at  play  in  the  snow, 
with  other  boys,  in  good  health, 
and  entire  use  of  the  right  hand, 
and  to  appearance  every  way 
sound  ;  and  a  history  from  the  pa- 
rents corroborated  this  o|jinion. 
The  portion  of  tumor  removed 
contained  a  membranous  sac  or 
cyst,  tilled  with  near  a  wineglass 
of  lymph. 

Case  III. — Was  a  son  of  John 
Earl,  aged  4  years  and  3  months. 
I  was  consulted,  in  his  case,  in  the 
month  of  September  last.  He 
was  born  with  a  large  tumor,  si- 
tUvTted  over  the  sacrum  and  three 
of  the  lower  lumbar  vertebrae. 
Several  physicians  saw  the  child 
soon  after  its  birth,  explained  the 
nature  of  the  case,  and  predicted 
a  fatal  result.  Contrary  to  opin- 
ions given,  the  child  continued 
healthy  ;  and  when  presented  to 
me  for  an  opinion,  was  as  promis- 
ing and  fine  a  child  as  any  other, 
except  an  enormous  enlargement 
over  the  vertebral  column,  as 
above  described  ;  which  some- 
times produced  pain  when  silting 
in  a  chair,  or  in  walking,  and  much 
deformity.  This  tunjor,  at  this 
time,  measured  thirteen  inches  in 
circumference  at  its  base,  and 
seven  in  its  projection  from  the 
back.  It  appeared  like  a  large 
female  breast,  with  evident  fluc- 
tuation ir.  the  centre.  It  had  a 
projecting  portion  near  the  lower 
part,  over  the  sacruni,  resembling 
the  penis  of  a  boy  of  that  age. 
At  the  upper  portion,  near  tiie 
surface,  on  the  right  side,  a  bone 
could  be  felt,  passing  through  to- 
wards the  spine   of  the   ilium  on 


the   left  side  ;   it  was  loose  and 
easily  moved. 

I  advised  an  operation  for  a 
cure,  which  was  made  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  in  the  presence  of 
several  medical  gentlemen.  The 
child  was  placed  on  a  table,  with 
its  bock  presented.  I  made  an 
incision  through  the  integuments, 
from  the  upper  portion  of  the  base 
on  each  side,  quite  to  the  lower 
part,  over  the  sacrum,  leaving 
enough  to  cover  the  wound.  '  I 
was  governed,  in  this  particular, 
by  the  principle  observed  in  the 
removal  of  the  female  breast.  On 
dividing  the  integuments,  which 
were  about  an  inch  thick,  a  cavity 
was  presented,  which  contained 
several  cysts  or  sacs,  which  re- 
sembled intestines,  and  which 
were  thought,  on  their  first  pre- 
sentation, to  be  portions  of  the 
colon  pushed  through  a  cavity  iti 
the  spine  ;  but,  on  raising  them, 
I  found  they  were  filled  with  fluid, 
which  passed  through  the  whole, 
and  were  attached  to  the  spinal 
process  of  the  second  vertebra 
from  the  sacrum.  The  processes 
above  and  below  were  wanting, 
and  in  their  stead  a  cavity  was 
formed,  which  contained  portions 
of  the  above  mentioned  cysts, 
which  were  easily  pushed  out 
with  the  finder.  Finding  there 
was  no  communication  into  the 
abdomen,  or  spinal  canal,  I  re- 
moved the  whole  by  dissecting 
and  dividing  menibranous  attach- 
ments near  tiie  spine  and  muscles. 
The  bone  which  passed  obiifpie- 
ly  throui^h  the  tumor,  I  now  found 
to  be  siiuilar  in  appefSrance  to  the 
false  ribs.  The  end  near  the  in- 
teguments was  cartilaginous,  and 
a  cyst  was  -attached  to  it.  The 
other  extremity  was  attached  f^y 
ligatnent  to  the  spine  of  the  ilium. 
I  raised  the  outer  poition  and  di- 
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vided  it  with  a  saw,  sufficiently  be  cured  ;  and  if  the  surgeon 
low  to  leave  a  smooth  and  even  makes  the  necessary  distinction  in 
surface  after  the  integuments  cases,  he  may  venture,  with  as 
were  brought  over.  Four  arteries  much  assurance  of  success,  as  he 
were  divided  and  secured  with  does  in  other  maladies  that  re- 
ligatures  ;  the  principcti,  and  a  quire  operations.  It  has  been 
large  one,  was  near  the  sj^inal  su|)posed  by  some,  that  in  all 
process  described.  On  examin-  cases  there  is  a  communication 
ing  the  cysts  after  their  dissection,  from  the  outer  cavity,  through 
they  contained  a  half  part  of  gela-  the  spinal  canal,  to  (he  brain  :  but 
tinous  fluid,  of  a  dark  cinnamon  this  is  not  a  fact.  There  are 
color.  There  was  a  passage  from  cases  where  the  opening  through 
these  cysts  large  enough  to  admit  ihe  vertebra  does  not  extend  far 
a  probe  to  the  penis-like  projec-  into  the  canal,  and  where  the 
tion  ;  and  there  had  been  a  dis-  spinal  marrow  is  not  compressed 
charge  of  fluid  from  this,  in  the  by  fluid  or  deranged  in  its  func- 
early  part  of  the  child's  life.  The  tions,  and  many  of  these  cases 
cysts  in  every  respect  resembled  may  be  cured  by  surgical  inter- 
intestines.  The  wound  was  dress-  ference.  The  external  tumor, 
ed  with  sutures,  adhesive  straps,  in  these  cases,  is  generally  cover- 
and  compress  and  bandage  around  ed,  entirely,  with  integuments, 
the  body.  The  child  endured  the  and  appears  very  firm,  not  easily 
operation  well,  and,  to  the  great  compressed,  very  elastic  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  parents  and  touch  ;  yet  fluctuation  is  percep- 
friends,  has  entirely  recovered.  tible.      In  this  case  the  dura  ma- 

ter  is  the  only  lining  membrane  of 
Remarks.  ^1^^  cavity  in  the  tumor,  and  the 
I  do  not  wish,  by  making  this  fluid  contained  in  this  does  not 
communication  public,  to  be  un-  extend  far  in  the  canal  after  pass- 
derstood  that  I  believe  all  cases  ing  the  aperture  in  the  spinous 
o( spina  bifida  can  be  relieved  or  apophyses.  In  the  other  cases, 
cured.  I  know  there  are  many  and  these  are  much  the  most  fre- 
that  soon  destroy  the  child,  and  quent,  there  is  a  thin,  almost 
some  that  prove  fataK  even  at  transparent  membranous  covering 
their  very  birth,  by  being  torn  otf  on  many  parts  of  the  tumor,  and 
in  that  process.  Three  cases  of  sonietin)es  the  greatest  portion  of 
the  latter  I  have  witnessed.  I  it.  I  he  tumor  is  easily  corn- 
have  seen  about  thirty  cases  ;  and  pressed,  &c.,  and  the  subject  is 
have  seen  them  situated  upon  always  attended  with  loss  of  vo- 
every  portion  of  the  vertebral  luntary  action  in  some  of  the  mus- 
column,  from  the  occipital  bone  cles,  and  sometimes  with  derange- 
to  the  sacrum,  of  various  sizes  ment  in  the  secretions.  Here, 
and  appearances,  and  have  made  the  fluid  is  contained  in  the  cavity 
many  attempts  to  relieve  unhapjjy  of  the  arachnoid,  and  may  extend 
sufl'erers  from  their  embarrass-  the  whole  length  of  the  canal  ; 
ments,  by  puncture,  compression,  and  M.  Bichat  and  other  anato- 
ligature,  incisions,  &c.  &c.,  and  mists  assert  that  it  can  extend 
have  failed  in  my  eflbrts  in  many  even  to  the  lateral  ventricles  of 
iustances.  But  after  all,  I  must  the  brain. 
believe  there  are  cases  that  can  The  case   reported  above   of 
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Earl's  son,  was  a  very  uncommon 
one  ;  and  it  may,  by  sonie,  be 
doubted  whether  it  is  properly 
named.  At  the  time  of  the  ope- 
ration, there  was  no  opening  into 
the  canal  ;  yet  there  was  a  mal- 
formation of  the  spine  ;  two  of  its 
processes  were  wanting  ;  two  of 
the  \'ertebrK  were  flattened  and 
had  deep  concavities  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  there  were  openings 
through  both,  at  an  early  part  of 
the  child's  life. 

I  prefer  the  ligature  in  all 
cases  when  the  base  of  the  tumor 
admits  of  its  application  ;  applied 
in  the  first  place  tight  enough  to 
produce  moderate  inflammation. 
After  this,  the  patient  does  not 
suff'er  so  much  in  bringing  it  so 
tight  as  to  destroy  circulation  ; 
and  its  sympathetic  eff'ects  are 
much  diminished. 
JVatertown,  Jefferson  Co.  N.  Y. 
December,  1828. 


II. 

Strictures  on  the  Diseases  of  Young 
Children. — From  Lectures  deli- 
vered at  Guy^s  Hospital, 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

Of  the  diseases  of  infants,  it  is 
not  my  design  to  treat  at  large, 
as  such  an  undertaking  would  lead 
me  into  longer  disquisitions  than 
the  limits  of  our  course  will  admit. 
In  this  and  the  following  Lectures, 
however,  I  shall  endeavor  to  make 
a  few  strictures  on  this  iniportant 
topic,  confining  myself,  in  the 
main,  to  that  sort  of  information 
which  may  l)e  of  use  at  the  bed- 
side, beginning  with  those  affec- 
tions which  belong  to  the  dei)art- 
ment  of  surgery. 

Wlien  labors  are  laborious,  in 
consequence  of  resistance  to  trans- 
mission,  whether   from    rigidity, 


coarctation,  or  unfavorable  posi- 
tion of  the  foetus,  it  happens,  not 
unfrequently,  that  the  scalp  be- 
comes intumescent,  the  tumor 
commonly  lying  to  the  one  or  other 
side  of  the  vertex. — This  swell- 
ing rarely  requires  art,  though 
fomentations  and  lotions  may  some- 
times be  used  as  placebos,  the 
tumor  wasting,  in  most  cases,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  so  that 
the  part  soon  acquires  the  natural 
appearance.  Accumulation  ■  of 
the  scalp,  and  perhaps  eff'usion 
into  the  cellular  web  beneath, 
appear  to  be,  in  most  cases,  the 
causes  of  the  intumescence.  With 
these  swellings  of  the  scalp,  in- 
flammation and  suppuration  are 
now  and  then  combined,  though 
rarely  ;  these,  so  far  as  I  have 
hitherto  seen,  doing  very  well,  as 
treated  on  ordinary  surgical  prin- 
ciples. Suppuration  is,  I  suspect, 
generally  external  to  the  tendon 
of  the  occipito-frontalis  muscle. 
Inflammations  of  the  scalp  in  in- 
fants are,  perhaps,  more  danger- 
ous than  similar  inflammations  in 
the  adult,  as  the  vascular  com- 
munications between  the  inner 
and  outer  surface  of  the  cranium 
are  numerous  and  free. 

The  cranial  bones,  as  may  be 
seen  in  this  faithful  model,  are 
exceedingly  moveable,  and  hence, 
in  laborious  labors,  they  frequent- 
ly become  displaced  ;  the  occipi- 
tal bone  being  pushed,  perhaps, 
beneath  the  posterior  edge  of  the 
paiietals,  or  the  margin  of  one 
pariet.il  bone  becoming  lodged 
beneath  the  margin  of  the  other  ; 
not  to  mention  tlfat  the  whole 
cranium  may  be  thrown  back  upon 
the  occipital  region,  or  so  dislo- 
cated, that  the  summit  rises  pre- 
ternaturally  above  the  basis,  as 
may  be  seen  in  the  crania  of  cer- 
tain savages,  when  deformed  by 
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barbarous   art.       Now,   in    these  well  ;  in  the  course  of  a  few  days 

compressions    of  the    brain,    the  or  weeks  the  parts  recover   their 

foetus  is  not  unfrequently  stillborn;  healthy    condition,    and   you    are 

and  you   use   the  warm  bath   and  surprised  to  see  a  countenance,  at 

the     artificial     respiration,    with  first  so  disfigured,  adorned,  at  last, 

little   efftjct   beyond    the   excite-  with  all  the  pleasing  graces  of  in- 

ment  of  a  few  sighs,  and  a  little  fancy.      The   head  may  be  stea- 

unavailing  respiration.       It   is   to  died  by  tapes  annexed  to  the  cap 

be  observed,  however,   that  the  and   the   dress   below,  and   much 

death   of  the  foetus  seems  to  de-  attention  must  be  given  to  its  due 

pend  upon  some  other  cause    than  support     during     nursing.        The 

the  mere  force   of  the   compres-  swelling  may,  I  believe,  in  gene- 

sion,  as  foetuses  may  be  born  still  ral,  be  committed  to  nature  ;  time 

when  the  collocation  of  the  bones  and  patience  will  accompdish  the 

is    little    altered  ;   or    they    may  rest. 

breathe,  struggle,  and  cry,  di-  Haighton,  by  dividing  the  8th 
rectly  they  enter  the  world,  al-  pair  of  nerves  successively,  at  the 
though,  from  the  deformity  of  the  interval  of  a  few  months,  proved 
head,  and  the  intumescence  of  satisfactorily,  that  nervous  struc- 
the  scalp,  and  its  evident  and  for-  ture  may  be  repaired.  The  re- 
cible  compression  during  transmis-  covery  of  the  sciatic  nerve  in 
sion  through  the  pelvis,  irrepara-  Koscioscow,  after  severe  injury 
ble  injury  of  the  brain  seemed,  at  inflicted  by  a  Russian  bayonet, 
first  thought,  to  be  inevitable,  has  already  been  made  the  sub- 
Whatever  the  apparent  injury  of  ject  of  remark.  Violence  has  no 
the  head,  therefore,  attempts  place  in  a  wise  midwifery,  yet 
should  be  made  to  resuscitate  the  now  and  then  it  breaks  unawares 
child  by  the  bath  and  pipe  ;  no  into  our  operations,  and  seldom 
case  ought  to  be  left,  as  despe-  without  mischief.  In  presenta- 
rate,  till  these  active  resuscitants  tion  of  the  nates,  as  I  am  inforra- 
have  been  found  on  trial  to  fail,  ed,  under  rough  management,  the 
The  mobility  of  the  bones  seems  anterior  crural  nerve  has  been 
to  render  unnecessary  the  replace-  severely  injured,  and  less  rarely, 
raent  of  them  by  active  surgical  perhaps,  in  those  cases  in  which 
means.  Accordingly,  of  these  the  arms  have  been  abstracted 
means  I  have  had  no  experience  with  difiiculty,  the  axillary  plexus 
in  the  cases  under  consideration,  has  been  severely  bruised  ;  an 
and  I  forbear,  therefore,  to  give  iron  hook,  or  a  rude  finger,  are 
an  opinion  respecting  them.  said  to  be  the  usual  instruments 
In  facial  presentations,  the  form  by  which  the  injury  is  inflicted — 
of  the  features  sometimes  sufl'ers  beware  of  violence,  therefore  ; 
but  little  ;  but,  in  many  instances,  but  should  injury  be  sustained, 
in  consequence  of  accumulating  remember  that  the  case  is  not 
blood,  and  swelling,  av.d  a  certain  wholly  desperate  ;  the  nervous 
paralytic  weakness  of  the  neck,  structure,  unless  extensively  in- 
which  allows  the  head  to  fall  jured,  may,  perhaps,  recover  it- 
about  unsupported,  the  appear-  self.  Much  is  to  be  expected 
ance  of  the  face  becomes  fright-  from  Nature  in  these  cases — little 
ful,  not  to  say  hideous.  These  from  art.  Comfort  the  friends 
cases,    however,     generally     do  with  these  reflections. 
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In  a  scientific  inidu'ifeiT,  vio-  ture,  two  of  the  humerus  and  two 
lence  has  no  place  ;  this  apoph-  of  the  thigh-bone,  all  ulli;tiately 
thegm  cannot  be  too  frequently  doing  well,  have  been  narrated  to 
repeated.  Even  tempered  etlbrt  me  by  my  friends.  Might  not 
is  not  without  its  dangers  :  it  is  a  splints  be  made  conveniently  of 
sort  of  elephant  in  the  hatde.  softened  pasteboard,  or  pr/y^/tr  jjja- 
Sometimes,  however,  fractures  chef  iSiany  a  witly  thought  has 
of  the  foetal  skeleton  occur  during  issued  from  a  French  snutl-box  ; 
delivery,  and  the  bones  which  perhaps  this  may  be  made  a  use- 
most  frequently  sutfer  are  those  of  ful  one. 

the  thigh   and   the    hind    arm,    to  Hernia   of  the    brain   is   some- 

which  may  be  added  the  clavicle,  times  formed  with  the    loetus,    a? 

and  perhops  the  bones  of  the  pel-  these   preparations   show  ;    but   I 

vis,     and     the     maxilla  "inferior,  forbear  to  dwell  on  this  raonstro- 

The  mere   action   of  the   uterus  sity,  as,   in   the   present   state   of 

may,    perhaps,    break    the   foetal  knowledge,  it  admits  no  remedy, 

bones  ;  but  Nature,   provident    in  More  frequently  we  find  at  birth, 

her  operations,  has  rendered  this  on  the  parietal  bone,  an  encysted 

accident  rare.      More  frequently  tumor,  larger  than  half  a  pullet's 

under  preternatural  presentations,  egg,  and  which  may  take  place  to 

when,  in  the  drowsy  moment,  uti-  the  right  or  the  left  of  the  sagittal 

due  force  creeps   upon   us,   frac-  suture.      That  a  chasm  of  the  pa- 

tures  of  the  thigh  or  arm,  or  cla-  rietal  bone,  leading  into   the  cra- 

vicle,  occur  in  rude   attempts   to  niutn,  never  exists  at  the  basis  of 

extricate  the  limbs.       "  I  always  this  tumor,  I  am  not  prepared   to 

break  the  thighs,"  was  the  down-  assert  ;  but  in  general,  that  part 

right,   unblushing  declaration  of  a  of   the    bone    which    corresponds 

female  practitioner,  when  stating  with  the  inner  table   is  complete, 

to    Dr.    Lowder    her    method    of  the  external  leaf  being  alone  defi- 

managing  the  presentations  of  the  cient.     The  defect  of  the  exter- 

nates.      I   love   her  honest  plain-  nal  table,  however,  gives  rise   to 

ness.       Even   Sir   Anthony's  Ian-  extensive  superficial  excavation, 

guage  could  not  be  more  explicit,  the  margin  of  which  may  be  felt 

In  ordinary  deliveries,  it  is  un-  all  round  at  the  base  of  the  cyst, 
necessary  to  examine  whether  the  and  this  margin  is  liable  to  lead 
bones  are  fractured  :  but  in  all  the  uninformed  into  an  opinion, 
preternatural  cases,  where,  from  that  there  is  a  large  chasm  open- 
the  dilFiculty  of  the  birth,  a  frac-  ing  down  into  the  brain,  to  the 
ture  may  be  suspected,  examina-  great  alarm  of  those  who  are 
tion  should  be  made.  On  the  about  the  little  patient, 
general  principles  of  surgery  these  It  is  not  wise  to  press  the  brains 
fractures  may  he  treated  ;  much  of  a  young  infant  witli  a  tiglit  ban- 
constitutional  irritation  does  not  dage,  for,  as  our  information  now 
attend  the  process  of  reparation,  lies,  this  will,  I  presume,  be  ac- 
As  nutrition  at  this  age  is  rapid,  knowledged,  on  all1)ands,  to  be  a 
repair  is  rapid.  From  cutting  a  dangerous  experiment.  Do  not, 
tooth,  an  infant  may  suffer  more,  therefore,  in  these  cases,  ajiply  a 
and  more  dangerously,  than  from  bandarie  to  the  cranium,  for  the 
a  fracture  of  the  femur  or  the  bones  beinn'  moljile,  any  pressure 
humerus.      Four  cases    of  frac-  ojade  on   them  might  be  transfer- 
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red  to  the  brain,  which  lies  be-  being  pressed  out  of  the  vessels, 
neath.  Do  not  hastily  puncture  the  whole  structure  becomes  pale 
these  tumors  ;  the  two  surfaces  and  scarcely  distinguishable  from 
of  the  cranium,  external  and  in-  the  surrounding  parts,  so  that  at 
ternal,  communicate  freely  by  the  first  glance,  it  seems  as  if  there 
emissory  vessels  :  the  brain  of  the  were  no  nymphae,  and  as  if  the  va- 
infant  is  prone  to  inflammation,  ginal  orifice  did  not  exist.  The 
and  frequently  these  inflammations  gradual  approximation  of  the  labia 
prove  fatal.  Durate  et  rebus  under  which  the  nymphas  begin, 
vosmet  servate  secundis.  Time  as  it  were,  to  form  afresh — the 
and  patience  cure  a  vast  number  interposition  of  a  probe  easily 
of  evils,  physical,  mental,  and  passed  along  behind  between  the 
moral,  and  these  two  catholic  re-  cohering  nymphae,  and  the  en- 
medies,  accompanied  by  placebos,  trance  of  the  vagina — the  decla- 
are,  perhaps,  the  best  which  may  ration  of  the  nurse,  that  the  orifice 
be  employed  here.  Astringents  of  the  vagina,  though  now  totally 
and  stimulants,  however,  do  seem  vanished,  was  originally  obvious 
to  be  tried  with  no  very  doubtful  enough,  as  in  other  children,  (for 
advantage  ;  and  port  wine  lees,  ihe  disease  is  not  usually  congeni- 
and  aluminous  solutions,  are  alter-  tal) — these  are  the  principal  diag- 
native  topical  remedies  which,  nostics  by  which  the  case  is  dis- 
from  my  little  experience  in  these  criminated.  A  knife  in  these  co- 
cases,  I  should  feel  disposed  to  re-  hesions  is  rarely  required  ;  mere 
commend.  Let  your  first  appli-  separative  pressure  is,  in  general, 
cations  be  weak,  for  the  infant  sufficient  to  disjoin  the  parts  ;  or 
skin  is  tender  and  prone  to  morti-  when  the  probe  has  been  propeily 
fy  ;  as  the  parts  may  bear,  the  in-  placed,  so  as  to  bear  upon  the 
tensity  may  be  increased.  The  connexion,  this  may  often  be  gen- 
lees  may  be  diffused  through  bread,  tly  torn  asunder,  by  merely  ad- 
so  as  lo  form  a  poultice  ;  of  tbe  vancing  the  instrument:  take  care 
alum  you  may  make  a  lotion,  be-  that  the  cohesion  is  not  renewed, 
ginning  with  a  scruple,  to  six  With  imperforation  of  the  geni- 
ounces  of  water.  The  alum  fail-  tals,  infants  are  sometimes  born, 
ing,  let  the  lees  be  tried.  Glaiiy  and  this  uith  two  conditions  of  the 
fluid  issues  \vhen  these  cysts  are  parts  within  ;  for  it  sometimes 
punctured  ;  at  least,  if  I  may  infer  happens,  that  the  internal  genitals 
generally  from  a  single  case,  which  are  more  or  less  deficient,  while, 
used  to  be  related  by  Dr.  Haigh-  in  other  cases,  they  are  formed 
ton.  perfectly  enough,  with  the  excep- 
In  young  infants,  the  nymphae,  tion  of  the  barrier,  which  closes 
or  the  labia  pudendi,  are  occasion-  the  access  from  the  inferior  parts 
ally  colierent  ;  the  lal)ia  cohesion  to  the  superior.  When  the  infe- 
being  easily  discriminated,  while  rior  organs  are  imj)erforate  and 
that  of  the  nyniphce  requires  some-  imperfect,  it  ought  always  to  be 
what  closer  inspection.  When  the  our  first  consideration,  whether 
labia  are  opened,  the  nymphae  be-  those  organs  which  lie  above,  are 
ing  in  cohesion  with  each  other,  in  in  a  healthy  state  or  not — the  ova- 
consequence  of  this  separation,  ries,  I  mean,  and  womb  and  vagi- 
the  nymphae  are  laid  flat  over  the  na.  It  would  be  too  much  to  as- 
orifice  of  the  vagina,  and  the  blood  sert,    that   the   determination   of 
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these  points  is  wholly  Ifnpracti-  If  the  internal  genitals  are 
cable,  even  during  the  first  two  wanting,  the  case  admits  of  no 
or  three  years  of  infant  life  ;  but  remedy  ;  throughout  life,  the  in- 
it  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  dividual  remains  a  mere  girl — 
most  commodious  season  for  de-  neither  desiring  marriase,  nor  be- 
ciding  this  very  important  ques-  coming  it  ;  but  if  the  parts  above 
lion,  is  after  the  period  of  puber-  are  well-formed,  a  closure  of  the 
ty  is  gone  by.  If  the  ovaries  exist  vagina,  above  or  below,  consti- 
in  perfection, the  womanly  changes  tuting  the  only  defect  of  organiza- 
occur,  and,  to  omit  the  develop-  lion,  in  some  cases,  at  least,  the 
ment  of  the  external  system,  the  ailment  may  be  relieved  and  re- 
hips  spread,  and  the  bosom  swells,  moved,  merely  by  dividing  the 
and  the  charms  and  graces  which  partition.  Before  puberty,  what- 
embellish  the  sex  are  found  to  ever  may  be  the  wish  of  friends, 
gather  about  the  whole  person  ;  it  is  unwise  to  attempt  this,  for 
the  mind  also,  from  unknown  we  are  ignorant  of  the  state  of 
causes,  undergoing  that  consenta-  the  won)b,  vagina,  and  ovaries, 
neous  change,  whereby  it  becomes  and  the  parts  are  too  small  and 
not  insensible  to  corresponding  too  tender  to  be  well  fitted  for 
desire.  From  the  ovaries,  as  the  knife  ;  but  when  puberty  is 
their  centre,  all  these  effects  are  gone  by,  and  the  condition  of  the 
emanating,  and  their  manifestation  pelvic  viscera  is  known,  and  the 
is  the  best  {)roof  that  these  impor-  vagina  and  womb,  dilated  by  the 
tant  organs  exist.  Propter  sola  accumulation,  are  become  acces- 
ovaria  mulier  est  quod  est;  to  the  sible  to  the  knife,  the  operation, 
maxim  of  Paracelsus,  thus  raodifi-  in  many  cases,  may  be  performed 
ed,  I  heartily  assent.  Again.  easily  enough  ;  and  if  the  opening 
A  few  years,  not  to  say  a  few  be  sulhcient  to  allow  of  impreg- 
months,  after  puberty,  we  may,  nation,  however  small  it  may  be, 
moreover,  easily  determine,  in  delivery,  which  natuially  lays 
most  cases,  whether  the  uterus  open  this  part  of  the  person,  may, 
and  upper  part  of  the  vagina  exist  \vith  a  little  help  frofu  surgery, 
or  not ;  for  if  these  parts  are  not  thoroughly  accomplish  the  rest, 
wanting,  the  symptoms  of  monthly  Of  constricted  vagina,  I  mean  ia 
action  will  be  perceived,  and,  af-  conjunction  with  parturition,  it 
ter  a  time,  the  secretion  accutnu-  has  been  my  lot  to  see  some  bad 
lating,  both  the  womb  and  the  up-  cases  ;  the  stricture  was  divided, 
per  vagina  will  become  dilated,  and  they  have  all  hitherto  done 
and,   on  careful   examinations,  by  well. 

a  competent  operator,  both  these  If  you  open  the  mouth  before  a 
organs,  when  distended,  may  be  mirror,  and  raise  the  tip  of  the 
distinctly  felt;  and  thus,  it  seems,  tongue,  you  may  observe  a  sort  of 
froai  a  review  of  the  whole  sub-  ligature,  which,  while  it  allows 
ject,  that  it  is  after  puberty  that  free  motion  to  th^  tip,  assists, 
we  shall  most  successfully  inquire  however,  in  conjunction  with  other 
respecting  the  condition  of  the  bonds,  in  restraining  its  move  ex- 
genitals  within  the  pelvis.  Nor  tensive  movements  ;  and  this  liga- 
is  this  to  be  regretted,  for,  till  ture  is  called  the  fraenum.  I  ne- 
Ihe  period  of  puberty,  these  or-  ver  saw  a  case  in  which  the  frae- 
gans  are  of  no  use.  num   left   the   tongue   too   loose, 
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though  reputed  cases  of  this  kind  you,  and  danger  to  the  infant  ;  a 
have  been  put  on  record  ;  and  it  wound  of  the  ranine  vessels,  be- 
is  said  that  the  tongue  may  be  neath  the  tongue,  sometimes  pro- 
partially  swallowed  in  conse-  ducing  a  fatal  bleeding.  To  di- 
quence,  so  as  to  lodge  over  the  vide  the  fia^'.uim,  you  ought  to  be 
rima  glottidis,  and  occasion  sulfo-  provided  wiih  a  pair  of  scissors, 
cation.  Cases,  however,  are  with  rounded  tips,  and  which  will 
common,  in  which  the  frcenum  is  cut  well  to  their  extreme  ends, 
pushed  forward  to  the  very  tip  of  Try  them  on  a  bit  of  damp  paper, 
the  tongue  beneath,  giving  rise  to  The  nurse,  moreover,  ought  to 
tongue-tying,  as  it  is  called,  a  dis-  hold  the  head  firmly,  with  the  face 
ease  not  uncommon,  even  in  fe-  upwards,  when  the  child  will  fre- 
raaie  infants.  quently  scream;  for  at  no  age  are 
Nurses,  usually  themselves  pro-  we  fond  of  restraint  ;  and,  at  this 
fuse  of  words,  have  a  great  horror  moment,  when  the  infant  is  push- 
of  this  restraint  of  the  tongue,  and  ing  forth  a  long-continued  cry  of 
making  their  exordium  in  the  re-  thirty  or  forty  seconds,  the  ope- 
ceived  formula  of  "Lord,  Sir,"  rator,  taking  his  place  behind  the 
,  (a  nursery  translation  of  the  clas-  top  of  the  bead,  finds  the  mouth 
sical  fedepol  of  their  predecessors,  wide  open,  and  the  tip  of  the 
or  of  the  more  dignified  P.  C.  of  tongue  a  little  raised,  so  that,  in- 
Roman  oratory,)  breathless  and  serting  the  first  and  second  fingers 
alarmed  they  come  down  at  length  of  the  left  hand,  he  can  easily 
upon  the  peroration,  and  "  esse  place  one  on  either  side  of  the 
videantur"  the  child's  tongue  is  fisenum  beneath  the  tongue,  when, 
tfed  !  Tongues  are  not  always  both  lip  and  tongue  being  protect- 
tied,  when  nurses  please  to  fancy  ed  from  the  scissors,  the  frnenura 
so  ;  and  it  is  well,  therefore,  to  may,  in  a  leisurely  manner,  be 
be  in  possession  of  diagnostics,  by  divided  to  any  extent  deemed  ne- 
vvhich  the  disease  may  be  known,  cessary.  Do  not  hurry.  If  nurses 
Now  the  tongue  is  free,  for  all  its  and  uiothers  are  very  firmly  per- 
functions,  if  the  tip  may  be  ad-  suoded,  though  witliont  reason, 
vanced  beyond  the  outer  margin  that  the  tongue  is  tied,  to  satisfy 
of  the  lip,  and,  moreover,  if  it  them  you  may  touch  the  fraenura 
may  be  placed  upon  the  roof  of  with  the  scissors  ;  the  operation, 
the  month,  liberation  being  requi-  if  well  done,  is  of  no  pain.  Do 
site,  if  the  confinement  be  such  as  not  cut  the  fraenum  too  far;  do 
to  restrain  from  either  of  these  not  wound  the  ranine  vessels,  or 
movements.  Those  who  are  in  the  salivary  ducts.  If  a  child  be 
the  habit  of  examining  the  frajnum  sniTered  to  grow  to  the  age  of 
of  the  tonsue  in  healthy  children,  eight  or  ten  years  before  the  tied 
can  tell,  at  first  look,  whether  it  tongue  be  liberated,  it  may  never 
require  a  division.  Acquire  this  afterwards  acquire  a  free  use  of 
artist-like  glance,  for  it  may  be  the  organ.  This  is  shocking  neg- 
of  use  to  you.  There  is  one  right  lect.  It  would  be  easy  to  con- 
way,  and  many  w  roiig,  in  doing  trive  a  pair  of  scissors  expressly 
most  things  ;  and  thus  it  is  with  tor  the  division  of  the  fraenum  ; 
the  division  of  the  fiasnum— a  lit-  they  onght  to  be  witlmut  points, 
tie  operation,  which,  if  ill-con-  and  should  cut  at  tii?  tip  only,  to 
ducted,   may   occasion  trouble  to  the  extent  of  half  a  line.     What- 
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ever  Is  worth  doing  at  all,  is  worth  bi-literal  no — no,  not  a  month,  not 

doing  well  ;   this  njust  be   my  ex-  a  week,  not  a  day,  needless^ly.     If 

cuse  for  dwelling   so    niiiuitely  on  the  bearings  of  tlie  limb  are  to  be 

this  small  but  delicate  operation,  rectified  at   all,  it  must  be  while 

Tyrtajus  was  lame,  and  Byron,  the   bones   are  yielding,  and   the 

Very  fine  children  are  sometimes  organs  are   rapidly  growing.     At 

born  with  defects   of  the   lower  the  end  of  the  first  year  the  cure 

extremities  ;   and   where   all   the  may,  perhaps,  be  impracticable, 

parts  of  the  foot  and  leg  are  duly  Think  of  the  facts  before  stated, 

organized,   there    may    be   a  dis-  I  have  been   told  of  cures  which 

placement,  the  foot  being  turned  have   been   accomplished    in    the 

too  much  outwards  or  inwards,  as  course  of  some  eight  or  ten  weeks; 

here  shown.     The  infant  gro\vth  but  never  having  had  cases  of  this- 

is  amazingly  rapid  ;  a  young  child  kind  under  my  permanent  care,  I 

will   triple   its    weight    in   six    or  cannot   decide  from   personal  ob- 

eight   months  after   birth  ;   it  will  servation.     Vari    and   Yalga    are 

double   its  length  in  two  or  three  the  classical  appellations  of  these 

years;  and,  during  the  first  months  infants.     The  two  patrician  fami- 

especially,   the    bones   containing  lies   of  ancient   Rome,  probably, 

but  little  earthy  matter,  become  derived   their   names  from  these 

as  obsequious  to  external  impres-  deformities, 

sions  as  the  future    mind.     In  the  (To  be  continued.) 


cases   under   consideration,   think        .  -__. 

of  this.      When  the  foot  is  distort-  jjl^ 
ed,  it  may,  I  suspect,  be  frequent- 

.ly   drawn   to  its  proper  bearing.  selections    from     foreign 

Any    apparatus    which,    without  journals. 

materially  disturbing  the  circula-  Case  illustrative  of  the  Effects  of  a 

tion,  has  the  effect  of  continually  Division  of  the  Spinal  JIarroiv. 

urging  the  limb  towards  a  healthy  „    ,,     „r                m  r»  i  a    fir^ 

f  ,?           .,.        c  ■.          .           •'  Bv  Mr.  Wallace,  M.K.i.A.  &c. 
relative  position  ot  its  parts,  rnay 

be  tried,  with  benefit,  in  these  Mr.  Wallace  was  suddenly  call- 
cases.  The  tin  boot,  however,  ed  on  to  visit  a  man  who  had  fall- 
here  demonstrated,  answers  this  en  from  a  drawing-room  window 
purpose  very  well,  and  the  mode  into  a  deep  area.  Uponexamina- 
of  employing  this  instrument  I  tion,  by  passing  his  finger  along 
here  demonstrate.  The  appara-  the  spine,  with  some  degree  of 
tus  ought  to  be  examined  once  or  pressure,  he  felt  a  very  obscure 
twice  every  day.  cripitus,  as  if  the  spinous  process- 
Do  not  needlessly  interrupt  the  es  of  those  dorsal  vertebrae  which 
circulation  by  your  bandages.  If  lie  between  the  scapulae,  were 
the  inner  bandage  be  coated  with  broken  ;  and  when  the  pressure 
mild  adhesive  phister,  it  will  le-  was  increased  at  this  part,  it  ap- 
tain  its  place  with  less  pressure,  peared  to  cause  intqlerable  dis- 
"  Can  you  not  wait  a  few  months  tress.  For  four  hours  the  patient 
before  you  tease  the  dear  child  was  in  a  state  of  frenzy  ;  at  length 
with  these  bandages  and  instru-  he  became  comparatively  tran- 
ments  ?"  This  question  is  some-  q'Jil,  and  answered  collectedly 
times  put  by  mothers  in  a  tone  of  every  question  he  was  asked, 
supplication.     The  best  answer  is  lie  had  no  sensibility,  or  power  of 
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.'moving  his  lower  extremities  ;  or,  followed  by  the  most  beneficial 
'to  use  liis  own  words,  he  was  dead  elTects.  The  bowels  began  to 
from  the  chest  downwards.  In  act  copiously,  and  the  hiccup  and 
fact,  from  the  seventh  vertebro-  vomiting  ceased.  However,  on 
sternal  rib  downwards,  all  was  in-  the  ninth  day  after  the  accident, 
sensible,  and  incapable  of  motion,  the  patient  died. 
With  a  catheter  (the  introduction  Dissection. — On  exposing  the 
of  which  he  did  not  feel)  the  urine  condition  of  the  vertebral  canal, 
was  drawn  off ;  blood  was  ab-  the  spinal  marrow,  with  its  pro- 
stracted  from  the  arm,  though  it  per  membranes,  was  found  torn 
could  be  procured  but  scantily  ;  across  at  the  part  which  corres- 
purgative  enemata  were  adminis-  ponds  to  the  interval  between  the 
tered  without  any  effect,  and  the  third  and  fourth  dorsal  vertebrae, 
stomach  rejected  every  thing  that  Its  lacerated  ends  were  separated 
was  swallowed.  Being  question-  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch,  and 
ed  as  to  the  sensations  which  ac-  the  interval  filled  with  blood, 
companied  the  vomiting,  he  said  The  spinous  processes  of  the  se- 
he  was  not  at  all  sick,  nor  were  cond,  third,  and  fourth  dorsal  ver- 
bis feelings  such  as  he  had  expe-  tebras  were  fractured  at  their 
rienced  on  other  occasions  during  root  ;  but,  viewed  from  the  tho- 
the  effort  of  vomiting.  He  ap-  rax,  the  spine  did  not  present  any 
peaied  to  have  some  power  of  marks  of  injury.  In  the  head,  the 
suspending  that  action  of  the  sto-  superficial  veins  of  the  encephalon 
/nach,  which  caused  the  discharge  were  very  much  distended,  and  a 
of  its  contents  ;  and  when  he  di-  thin  stratum  of  effused  blood  co- 
-jected  his  attention  particularly  to  vered  the  posterior,  superior,  and 
it,  he  was  able  to  retain  his  drink  the  external  surfaces  of  the  pos- 
for  a  short  time.  With  a  view  to  terior  lobes  of  the  brain,  and  part 
procure  some  evacuation  from  the  of  the  surface  by  which  they  cor- 
bowels,  frictions  on  the  abdomen  resj)ond  to  the  longitudinal  fissure. 
were  tried,  with  a  mixture  of  In  the  abdomen,  theie  was  an  ex- 
jalap,  rhubarb,  and  gamboge,  in  tensive  inter-susception  of  the 
niucilage  of  gum  arabic,  as  re-  small  intestine.  The  liver  was 
commended  by  Alibert  ;  but  all  in  charged  with  black  blood.  The 
vain.  Hiccup  now  supervened,  gall-bladder,  very  much  contract- 
as  well  as  violent  palpitation  of  ed,  contained  about  two  drachms 
the  heart,  which  beat  with  great  of  a  viscid,  colorless,  and  insipid 
frequency,  and  with  such  force  as  fluid,  resembling,  in  its  appear- 
to  be  observable  through  the  ance,  the  white  of  an  egg.  In  the 
sheet.  chest,  the  pleura  was  fully  and 
It  was  in  this  distressing  state  minutely  injected  with  dark-color- 
of  things  that  it  occurred  to  Mr.  ed  i)lood.  The  lungs  were  firm, 
AVallace  to  add  some  tartar  erne-  and  did  not  collapse,  being  gorged 
tic  to  his  whey,  in  the  proportion  with  black  blood.  The  right  ven- 
of  a  grain  to  the  pint,  and  this  tricle  of  the  heart  was  considera- 
beverage  was  given  him  ad  libi-  biy  dilated,  and  filled  with  coagu- 
tum.  Why  the  tartrate  of  anti-  lum.  There  were  two  circum- 
mony  should  be  selected,  it  is  by  stances  relating  to  the  general 
no  means  easy  to  conjecture  ;  but  condition  of  the  body  after  death, 
we  are  told  that  its  exhibition  was  which,  taken  in  connexion,  seem 
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to  be   worthy   of  note.      These 
were,  the  extreme  rigidity  of  the 
muscular   system,    and    the    pro- 
tracted continuance  of  vital  heat  ; 
from  which  it  would  appear   that 
there  is  no  foundation  for  Rysten's 
hypothesis,  that   "  in   mammifera 
and  birds,  the  moment   rigidity  of 
the  muscles  begins,  is  the  same  in 
which    the    vital   warmth    is    ex- 
tinct," &c.     The  temperature  of 
the  paralyzed  parts  did  not  suffer 
any  diminution.       Hence,  if  Mr. 
Brodie's  opinions  be  well  founded, 
that  the  brain   is   the   source    of 
animal  heat,  and  the  spinal    mar- 
row the  organ  of  its  transmission, 
we  must  conclude  that  it  performs 
this  function  by  means  of  the  trio- 
splanchnic  nerve,  and  not    by  its 
own  peculiar  nerves.      Mr.  Wal- 
lace very  properly   doubts   whe- 
ther the  discharge  from  the  bow- 
els   on   the    fourth    day    resulted 
from  the  tartar  emetic,  or  from 
the   effect    of  the    injury    itself. 
When  a  bladder  has  been  paralyz- 
ed from  injury  of  its   nerves,   re- 
tention of  urine  is  the  immediate 
result  ;    but,  sooner  or  later,  this 
is  followed  by  incontinence,  as  was 
the  case  in  the   present  instance. 
This  phenomenon  is  to  be  exj)lain- 
ed   by  a  law  to  which  the  action 
of  the  nerves  appears  to  be  sub- 
ject, viz.  one  degree  of  pressure, 
or  irritation,  will  produce  spasm, 
or  convulsion,  and  a  greater  de- 
gree of  the  same  will  cause   loss 
of  power,  or  paralysis.     This  law 
will   be   found  to  govern  the  mus- 
cular system,  voluntary  and  invo- 
luntary,    and     consequently    the 
sphincters.     The  inflammation  of 
the  thoracic  viscera,  and  the  vio- 
lent action  of  the  heart,  may  very 
well  be   accounted   for,  from  the 
direct  operation   of  the   injury  to 
the  spinal  cord.     In  that  diseased 
state  of  the  cord,  which  accom- 


panies curvature  of  the  spine  from 
caries  of  the  vertebra,  the  pec- 
toral organs  experience  much  dls- 
tress.  The  relations  of  the  inter- 
costal nerve  with  the  spinal  col- 
umn, would,  perhaps,  satisfacto- 
rily explain  the  phenomena  in 
both  cases. 

T/te  Use  of  Circular  Ligatures  in 
Intermittents. 

There  are  some  interesting  ob- 
servations in  La  Clinique,  on   the' 
effect  of  circular  ligatures  ai)plied 
to  the  extremities   in   ague,   and 
several  other  diseases.     In  a  per- 
son with   intermittent  fever,    cir- 
cular ligatures  were  applied  to 
the  extremities,  with   a  view   of 
diminishing  the  violent  trciinbling^ 
by    compression    of  the    nerves  ; 
this  object   was   not   attained,   as- 
might,    indeed,    well    ha\'^e   beea 
anticipated;   but  the   fe!>rlle   at- 
tack was  considerably    mitigated 
and  shortened  ;    thus   th(i  practi- 
tioner,  Dr.  Robouam,  was  led  to^ 
the  idea   of  making  som  3  experi- 
ments  to   ascertain  the  febrifuge 
power  of  circular  ligatui  es.  They 
were   applied   to  the  u^per  arra^ 
and  made  sufficiently  ti  ;ht  to   in- 
terrupt   the    superficia  1    circula- 
tion,   and    to   retard   tb.at   of  the 
more    deep-seated   ves  sels.       A& 
soon  as  the  extreinities    began  to 
redden,   the   patient   f  ^It   easier, 
and    the    symptoms    i  )f   the    ap- 
proaching paroxysm  al  >ated  ;   the 
cold   and   trembling  c*  jased  ;  the 
pulse    became    more    free,    &c. 
Nearly   in   all   the  ca  ses   of   Dr. 
Robouam,  two   or  thi  ee  applica- 
tions of  the    ligatures-  were  suffi- 
cient to  suppress  the  1  ever.     Ac- 
cording   to   his    expei'icnce,    the 
following  rules  are  to  b  e  observed. 
1.   The  most  favora  ble  time  for 
the  application   of  ci  rcular  liga- 
tures is  the  beginning  of  the  cold 
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stage,  when  tliey  seldom  fail  to 
suppress,  or  to  mitigate  the  fit. 
Tliey  liave  much  less  effect  in 
the  mi tl tile  of  the  paroxysm,  and 
none  at  all  during  the  intermis- 
sio.i. 

2.  In  case  of  syncope,  the  li- 
gatures must  be  loosened  ;  the 
patieat  usually  bears  them  better 
after  some  time. 

3.  If  the  ligatures  are  too 
tight,  they  may  produce  dau- 
gero:is  symptoms,  and  even  suf- 
focation. 

4.  Tlie  application  of  circular 
ligatures  has  an  effect  corres- 
pondent to  l)lood!etting. 

The  numerous  experiments 
made  in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  with 
circular  ligatures,  in  intermit- 
tents  and  other  diseases,  were 
attended  with  very  favorable  re- 
sults. A  young  physician,  (M. 
Bourgery,)  wrote  his  Inaujjural 
Dissertation  on  the  effect  of  this 
method,  as  observed  in  this  hos- 
pital. The  discussions,  to  which 
the  sid^jcct  gave  rise  in  the  Fa- 
culte,  led  to  the  followinjj  con- 
elusion  :  it  appears,  from  unde- 
niable facts,  that  the  ligatures 
have  an  effect  very  similar  to 
that  of  liloodletting  ;  this  cir- 
cumstance cannot  be  accounted 
for,  but  by  the  fact,  that  a  large 
quantity  of  blood  is  retained  in 
the  extremities,  and  thus  is  pre- 
vented from  being  injurious  to 
the  animal  economv,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  an  actual  loss  of 
blood  had  taken  place.  (Ac- 
cording to  this  view,  the  obser- 
vations of  Dr.  Mackintosh  on 
the  efficacy  of  venesection  in  the 
cold  stage  of  intcrmittents,  form 
a  very  remarkal)le  coincidence 
with  tlie  o])eration  of  circular 
ligatures.)  Tlie  ligatures  had  an 
extraordin:iry  effect  in  several 
inflammatory  affections,  in  epis- 
taxis,   hajnioptoe,  in   diseases  of 


the  heart,  apoplexy,  &c.  Dr. 
Robouam  relates  the  case  of  a 
patient  who  labored  under  the 
worst  symploins  of  arachnitis, 
pneumonia,  and  gastro-enteritis, 
and  where  the  ligatures,  applied 
to  the  extremities,  proved  bene- 
ficial under  the  most  unfavorable 
circumstances. 

We  must  confess,  that  we  can- 
not entirely  participate  in  the 
sanguine  expectations  which  our 
neighbors  seem  to  enteitain  with 
regard  to  circular  ligatures,  espe- 
cially as  a  substitute  for  blood- 
letting ;  it  would,  however,  be 
very  interesting,  if  some  experi- 
ments were  made  in  this  country 
to  ascertain  their  febrifuge  qua- 
lity, and  their  effect  on  the  con- 
stitution in  general. — Lancet. 

Case  of  Paralytic  ^^ffection,  in 
which  Sensatiun  icas  diminished 
on  one  side^  and  the  power  of 
Motion  on  the  other. 

By  H.  Ley,  M.D. 

Mrs.  W.  w^as  delivered  by  a 
midwife  at  Kilburn.  Her  labor 
was  easy,  but  followed  by  pro- 
fuse hgemorrhage  upon  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  placenta,  and  after 
its  exclusion  from  the  uterus. 

She  revived  from  the  state  of 
exhaustion  immediately  conse- 
quent on  the  loss  of  blood,  but 
at  the  end  of  about  three  or  four 
days  became  feverish,  and  com- 
jdained  of  severe  hcadach  ;  for 
a  week,  however,  she  had  no 
other  assistance  than  that  of  the 
midwife. 

At  the  end  of  this  time  (about 
ten  days  after  her  delivery)  the 
headach  continuing,  and  being 
now  accompanied  by  some  de- 
gree of"  numbness  on  one  side," 
1  was  re(|ucsted  to  see  her. 

I  found  her  laboring  under  se- 
vere headach,  not  confined  to, 
but  infinitely   more   violent   on 
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one  side  than  tlie  otlier,  and  oc- 
cupying the  region  of  the  tem]JO- 
ral  and  occipital  bones  above  the 
mastoid  process,  and  attended 
with  considerable  pulsation. 

On  one  side  of  the  body  there 
was  such  defective  sensibility, 
without,  hoivever.  correspond- 
ini;  diminution  of  power  in  the 
muscles  of  volition,  that  she 
could  hold  her  child  on  the  arm 
of  that  side  so  lonor  as  her  atten- 
tion was  directed  to  it  ;  but  if 
surrounding  objects  withdrew 
her  from  the  notice  of  the  state 
of  the  arm,  the  flexors  gradually 
relaxed,  and  the  child  was  in 
hazard  of  falling.  The  breast, 
too,  upon  that  side,  partook  of 
the  insensibility,  although  the 
secretion  of  milk  was  as  copious 
as  in  tiie  other.  She  could  see 
the  child  sucking  and  swallow- 
ing, but  she  had  no  conscious- 
ness from  feeling  that  the  child 
Was  so  occupied  :  turgescence  of 
that  breast  produced  no  suffer- 
ing, and  she  was  unconscious  of 
wiiat  is  termed  the  draught  on 
this  side,  although  that  sensation 
was  strongly  marked  in  the  oth- 
er breast. 

Upon  the  opposite  side  of  the 
body  t!iere  was  defective  power 
of  motion,  without,  however, 
any  diminution  of  sensibility. 
The  arm  was  incapable  of  sup- 
porting the  child  ;  the  hand  was 
powerless  in  its  gripe  ;  and  the 
leg  was  moved  with  difficulty, 
and  with  the  ordinary  rotatory 
movement  of  a  paralytic  patient ; 
but  the  power  of  sen-ation  was 
j'*  so  fur  from  being  impaired,  that 
she  constantly  coinpluiiied  of  an 
uiicomforiable  sense  of  heat,  a 
painful  tingling,  and  more  than 
the  usual  degree  of  uneasiness 
from  j)ressure,  or  other  modes 
of  slight  mechanical  violence. 


Medicinal  agents,  including 
blood-letting,  general  and  local; 
blisters  ;  purgatives,  &c.,  di- 
rected, first  by  myself,  after- 
wards by  Dr.  P.  M.  Latham,  to 
whose  care  I  directed  her  in  the 
Miildlesex  Hospital,  were  of 
little  avail,  and  she  at  length  left 
the  hospital,  scarcely,  if  at  all, 
benefited. 

At  the  end  of  a  few  months 
she  again  proved  pregnant.  Her 
delivery,  at  the  full  time,  was 
easy  and  unaccompanied  by  hae- 
morrhage, or  other  formidable 
occurrence,  but  at  the  expiration 
of  about  ten  days  she  complained 
of  numlmess  on  both  sides.  Her 
ai'ticulation  was  indistinct  :  she 
became  more  and  more  insensi- 
ble, and  sunk  completely  coma- 
tose. 

Upon  examination  of  the  body 
no  positive  disorganization  of 
the  brain  could  be  detected. 
The  ventricles,  however,  con- 
tained more  than  usual  serum  ; 
and  there  were  found,  more  es- 
pecially opposite  to  t'le  original 
seat  of  pain,  thickening,  and  in- 
creased vascularity  of  the  mem- 
branes, with  moderately  firm  ad- 
hesion in  some  parts  ;  in  others, 
an  apparently  gelatinous,  trans- 
parent, and  colorless  deposit  in- 
ter[)0s8d  betv/een  them. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  a  case 
wliich  I  have  been  in  the  ha])it 
of  quoting  in  my  lectures,  as  an 
illu-tration  of  one  of  tlie  patho- 
logical conditions  which  I  have 
repeatedly  observed  as  a  conse- 
quence of  great  and  sudden  loss 
of  blood  ;  and  as  a^proof  that  it 
is  a  state  of  local  congestion  al- 
lied, if  not  amounting  to,  actual 
inflammation.  It,  however,  ob- 
viously involves  many  other  in- 
teresting points  connected  with 
these  intricate  subjects. 


A^t/ 
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WEEKLY    REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Jan.  2,  al  noon. 


Dec.  25. 

Daniel  Inealls, 

32 

27. 

Dinah  Belcher, 

100 

Catharine  Mc'Kennay, 

27 

28. 

Nancy  Whittemore, 

44 

Lucretia  Morse, 

24 

Aiifiustus  Ornc, 

5  mo. 

Georj;e  H.  Beal, 

19  yrs. 

29. 

Wni.  Cunningham, 

2 

Israel  Thorndike,  3d, 

2  1-4 

Alreil  iMewart, 

15  mo. 

Ann   Leonard, 

19 

30. 

Celia  W.  May, 

4  yrs. 

Andrew  Robertson, 

40 

Edmund  McGuire, 

5 

Harriet  Newell, 

5 

Charles   F.  Webb, 

2 

Daniel  Mc'Gylvery, 

41 

Elizabeth  Young, 

69 

31. 

Eliza  L.  Low, 

23 

Charles  Durrie, 

32 

John  Fitzpatrick, 

4  mo. 

Wm.  N.  Taylor, 

5 

Wm.  Wyman,  jr. 

6  w. 

Jan.  1 

David  Horton, 

39  yrs. 

2 

Calisa  Parsons, 

25 

Amos  Lincoln, 

35 

Ellen  Alden, 

21  mo. 

Childbed,  1 — consumption,  5 — convulsions, 
1 — croup,  4 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — hooping 
cough,  1 — intemperance,  2 — inflammation,  1 — 
lung  fever,  1 — mesenteric  disease,  1 — old  age, 
1 — paralytic,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — typhous  fe- 
ver, 1 — unknown,  5.  Males,  16 — females,  11. 
Stillborn,  2.     Total,  29. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

BENJAMIN  PERKINS  &  CO.  have  in 
the  press,  and  will  shortly  publish, 
"  A  Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Stethoscope. 
being  a  Treatise  on  the  different  Methods 
of  investig^atin^  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 
Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  Con.i.v, 
b}'  W.  N.  Ryland,  with  Notes  and  an 
Introduction  by  a  B'ellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

Oct.  23,  18'28.  Nov.  4— 6w. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Druggist  and  A^polhecary, 

H.4S   taken    the   Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  18S,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 


His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, Szc.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington  St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  18'27, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved.,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  oftered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv~ 
ed  by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  ti<ine  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  ofler 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre 
miunis  may  be    left  at   the    office  of  Mr- 
John   Cotton,  Bookseller,    Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Cliairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
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I. 

Case  of  Asthma  Infantum,  or  In- 
termittent Dyspnoea,  with  structu- 
ral Disease  of  the  Bronchial 
Glands,  &-c. 

Communicated  for  fljc  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  C.  H.  Snow,  iM.D. 

The  patient,  a  little  boy,  five 
years  and  nine  months  old,  died 
after  having  been  subject  for 
abo.ut  four  weeks  to  a  daily  pa- 
roxysm of  dys|)noea.  The  first 
paroxysm  of  alarming  violence 
occurred  on  the  11th  of  October, 
1828.  He  had  had,  for  the  six 
weeks  previous  to  that  dale,  a 
troublesome  cough,  mostly  dry, 
but  from  the  spells  of  which  he 
would  generally  be  relieved  by  a 
very  slight  ex|)ectoration.  There 
was  not  the  vomiting  of  food, 
usual  in  pertussis,  nor  any  distinct 
whoop  ;  yet  the  disease  progress- 
ed without  exciting  the  fears  of 
the  patient's  friends,  who  regard- 
ed it  as  the  commencement  of 
49 


whooping  or  chin  cough,  and  ex- 
pected it  of  course  to  continue 
six  or  seven  weeks  longer. 

The  paroxysm  of  the  11th  of 
October  was  the  first  occasion  of 
my  seeing  him,  for  this  complaint. 
It  had  continued  longer  than  cotn- 
mon  and  with  more  severity,  but 
before  aiy  arrival  he  had  partially 
recovered.  There  was,  however, 
considerable  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, such  as  I  have  witnessed  af- 
ter a  fit,  incases  of  pertussis.  An 
emetic  of  powdered  ipecacuanha 
was  administered,  which  operated 
slowly,  but  with  evident  relief. 
To  secure  an  evacuation  of  the 
bowels,  a  cathartic  pill  was  di- 
rected at  that  time,  and  in  case  of 
a  recurrence  of  the  fit,  an  emetic 
draught  was  advised  to  be  given 
without  delay. 

I  was  not  called  again  to  him 
till  after  the  lapse  of  eighteen 
days,  during  which  I  learnt  that 
he  had  frequent  paroxysms  of 
more  or  less  severity,  but  none 
so  violent  as  that  with   which  he 
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was  now,  (Oct.  29th,)  seized. 
This  comraenced  about  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  :  the  eme- 
tic draught  had  been  given  him 
with  partial  relief,  bringing  no- 
thing however  from  the  lungs  ex- 
cept a  very  little  frothy  mucus. 
An  expectorating  mixture  was 
now  advised  to  betaken  regularly 
at  short  intervals,  but  it  had  no 
effect  to  produce  any  discharge. 
A  purgative  pill  was  also  given 
every  night,  which  moved  the 
bowels  gently. 

The  patient  continued  for  the 
nine  succeeding  days  to  have  a 
paroxysm  every  morning  between 
the  hours  of  three  and  seven 
o'clock.  It  would  commence  im- 
mediately on  his  waking  and  being 
taken  out  of  bed.  An  evacuation 
from  the  bowels  always  took  place 
during  the  paroxysm.  The  dysp- 
noea, from  being  almost  suffoca- 
tive, would  gradually  become 
Less, with  a  slight  rattling,  and  pass 
off  in  about  an  hour.  During  its 
continuance  the  child  would  com- 
plain of  pain,  which  he  referred 
to  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  he 
was  usually  relieved  by  the  eruc- 
tation of  wind.  When  the  fit  had 
passed  off,  he  became  almost  per- 
fectly easy  and  betook  himself  to 
his  plays  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. His  movements,  howe- 
ver, were  not  so  sportive  as  those 
of  children  of  his  age,  and  there 
would  frequently  be  heard  a 
wheezing  of  the  breath,  though 
without  any  struggle.  His  appe- 
tite was  moderate.  Up  to  this 
time  there  was  no  special  change 
in  the  state  of  the  pulse  ;  a  little 
quickness,  with  some  increase  in 
number,  was  probably  all  the  de- 
viation from  the  healthy  standard. 
There  was  not  any  complaint  res- 
pecting the  head — no  disturbance 
in   regard   to    sleep — no   rattling 


perceptible  till  he  asked  to  be 
raised  from  his  pillow. 

The  similarity  of  these  parox- 
ysms in  their  circumstances  and 
duration  continued  to  the  9th  of 
November,  when  the  attack  was 
more  violently  distressing,  and 
lasted  from  morning  till  night, 
Avith  little  cessation.  At  night  he 
slept,  but  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th  the  fit  recurred,  and  the 
difficulty  of  breathing  increased 
through  that  day  and  night.  On 
the  morning  of  the  1  Ith  the  little 
patient  died,  after  several  parox- 
ysms of  severe  suffering. 

It  should  be  observed  that  in 
none  of  these  paroxysms  was 
there  any  rigidity  of  the  muscles 
of  the  extremities  ;  the  increased 
action  being  confined  to  the  head 
and  neck.  The  head  was  com- 
monly thrown  back  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. The  act  of  inspiration  was 
much  more  easily  effected  than 
that  of  expiration  :  this  fact  is 
perhaps  worthy  of  remark. 

On  examination,  twenty-nine 
hours  after  death,  the  lungs  were 
found  distended,  much  more  than 
usual  ;  there  was  a  slight  adhesion 
of  the  pleurJB  at  the  lower  edge 
of  the  left  lung  ;  numerous  tuber- 
cles in  the  incipient  stage  were 
found  on  the  pleura  pulmonalis 
and  costalis  of  the  left  side — and 
the  same  in  the  body  of  that  lung  ; 
all  very  small,  some  of  them  trans- 
lucent. The  quantity  of  blood  in 
the  lungs  was  considered  less  than 
usual  ;  the  air  was  not  easily 
forced  from  the  air-cells. 

On  the  right  side,  the  adhesions 
were  stronger  at  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  lung.  In  the  middle 
lobe,  there  was  a  large  tubercu- 
lar growth,  in  size  almost  equal 
to  the  heart  of  the  subject.  The 
pleura  was  drawn  so  tensely  over 
this  mass  as  strongly  to  resemble 
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the  pericardium  enveloping  the 
heart.  The  mass  consisted  of 
matter  of  a  sebaceous  description, 
no  where  purulent.  The  ramifi- 
cations of  the  bronchi  coursed 
through  it,  uninjured.  The  other 
portions  of  the  rigbt  lung  were 
marked  with  tubercles  of  various 
growth,  mostly  in  a  more  forward 
state  than  those  in  the  left  lung. 

There  was  also  a  morbid  en- 
largement of  the  bronchial  glands 
to  nearly  the  size  of  a  pullet's 
egg.  They  were  reduced  to  the 
same  sebaceous  state  as  the  por- 
tion of  lungs  above  described. 
This  diseased  mass  of  course  in- 
volved the  primary  ramifications 
of  the  trachea.  The  lower  por- 
tion of  the  trachea  showed  some 
traces  of  inllamraation  on  its  mu- 
cous membrane.  The  heart  was 
much  in  its  normal  state,  perhaps 
a  little  enlarged  and  the  walls  of 
the  left  ventricle  somewhat  thick- 
ened. In  the  abdomen,  the  gene- 
ral appearance  was  healthy  ;  no 
alteration  of  the  mesenteric  glands 
was  perceptible.  A  slight  inflam- 
mation was  observed  on  the  mu- 
cous coat  of  the  stomach.  The 
spleen  was  studded  with  nume- 
rous tubercles  ;  the  liver  was  less 
so  ;  the  pleura  of  the  diaphragm 
considerably  so.  The  texture  of 
the  spleen  was  also  unusually 
firm. 

After  this  detail,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  lo  observe  that  the 
treatment  in  the  case  could  only 
have  been  palliative.  The  mor- 
bid structure  must  have  been  the 
growth  of  some  months,  if  not  of 
two  years,  at  which  period  the 
patient  had  the  influenza,  in  a 
very  severe  form.  Since  that, 
his  health  had  been  delicate. 
During  the  month  of  May  last,  it 
exhibited  the  common  symptoms 
of  remittent  fever,  which  yielded 


to  the  common  remedies,  so  that 
for  three  months  he  appeared 
mostly  free  from  ailment,  until 
the  cough  commenced  about  the 
1st  of  September.  Scrofula  does 
not  appear  to  be  a  disease  of  the 
family,  though  the  countenance  of 
this  child  bore  some  of  its  distin- 
guishing marks,  and  the  early  pre- 
cocity of  his  mind  favors  the  sup- 
position, that  a  predisposition  to 
that  disease  lay  at  the  foundation 
of  his  complaint. 


II. 

Stnctiires  on  the  Diseases  of  Young 
Children. — From  Lectures  deli- 
vered at  Guyh  Hospital^ 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Continued  from  p.  763.) 

Infants  are  sometimes  born  with 
an  umbilical  hernia,  as  large  as  a 
full-sized  orange,  most  of  the  in- 
testines lying  forth  beyond  the  ab- 
dominal coverings,  invested  solely 
by  the  peritoneum  ;  for  it  deserves 
remark,  that  there  is  generally, 
if  not  always,  a  very  laige  aper- 
ture through  the  muscles  and 
common  teguments  in  these  cases, 
and  through  this  aperture  the 
hernia  pushes.  Lowder  used  to 
relate  a  case,  in  which  the  her- 
nia, being  of  middle  size,  the 
peritoneum  became  encased  with 
cicatrix,  and  an  imperfect  cure 
was  obtained  ;  hut,  in  general, 
death  is  the  only  elfectual  reme- 
dy in  these  cases — death,  of  which 
we  have  that  instinctive  aversion 
(horror,  if  you  will)  necessary  to 
prevent  us  from  deserting  the 
post  of  life  on  every  slitrht  occa- 
sion ;  but  which,  after  all,  in  con- 
junction with  generation,  becomes 
an  admirable  contrivance  of  crea- 
tion, whereby  structures,  unfit  for 
further  service,  are  decomposed, 


772 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


to  be  modelled  afresh  in  renewed 
perfection.  The  tomb  and  the 
womb  together  constitute  a  sort 
of  chrysalis.  In  death  we  are  dis- 
organized— in  generation  renew- 
ed, and  the  magic  of  Medea's 
chaldron  is  passing  continually  un- 
der our  eyes.  When  we  attempt 
to  contemplate  death,  does  not 
this  instinctive  horror  delude  the 
judgment,  and,  to  our  own  advan- 
tage, magnify  the  evil  .''  Is  it  not 
a  part  of  the  design  of  Nature, 
that,  like  some  other  aifections, 
(love,  for  example,)  this  feeling 
should  delude  us  ?      Is  dissolution 

really  so  great  an  evil  as but 

I  ask  pardon  for  this  digression. 

Revenons  a  nos  moutons. — 
When,  as  very  frequently  hap- 
pens, the  umbilical  hernia  is  no 
larger  than  the  tip  of  the  finger, 
the  common  teguments,  I  think, 
usually  cover  it,  and  we  may  cure 
the  disease  either  by  ligature  or 
pressure.  When  the  chord  drops, 
as  usually,  a  few  days  after  birth, 
if  the  navel  protrude,  we  may 
lay  over  the  front  of  the  abdomen 
a  broad  slip  of  adhesive  plaster, 
so  as,  in  part,  to  repress  the  in- 
testine ;  and  then,  directly  on  the 
navel,  may  be  placed  a  thin  plate 
of  tinfoil,  about  as  broad  as  a  shil- 
ling, to  be  retained  in  situation  by 
a  second  adhesive  bandage,  which, 
completely  surrounding  the  abdo- 
men, may  lie  over  the  first.  Once 
or  twice  daily  the  firmness  of  the 
apparatus  ought  to  be  inspected. 
When  it  becomes  necessary  to 
change,  have  every  thing  in  rea- 
diness, and,  if  possible,  do  not 
excite  screaming  when  the  appa- 
ratus is  removed,  lest  the  navel 
should  start,  and  the  aperture 
should  be  enlarged  afresh.  If 
the  child  grimace,  as  if  about  to 
cry,  an  assistant  should  be  at 
hand,  to  place  a  finger  over   the 


umbilicus,  and  to  resist  the  erup- 
tion of  the  hernia  ;  but,  unless  this 
eruption  be  expected,  it  is  better 
not  to  touch  this  part.  Umbilical 
hernia  is  of  slow  cure  by  com- 
pression, and,  among  the  lower 
classes  especially,  the  necessary 
attention  and  perseverance  may 
be  wanting.  In  some  cases,  then, 
we  may  find  it  convenient  to  at- 
tempt the  cure  of  the  disease  by 
pushing  back  the  intestine,  and 
closing  the  sac  at  its  root  with  a 
ligature.  Great  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  include  the  bowel. 
I  am  afraid  this  operation  is  not 
unattended  with  danger,  even 
when  the  bowel  lies  clear  of  the 
ligature  ;  think  well  before  you 
have  recourse  to  it.  This  opera- 
tion reminds  one  of  the  ancient 
remedy  of  the  empirics  ;  they 
used  to  call  it  the  "  royal  stitch." 
Infants  may  be  affected  at  birth 
with  dropsy  of  the  spinal  theca, 
occurring  with  variety  in  the  ana- 
tomical condition  of  the  parts. 
Sometimes  the  dropsy  is  in  the 
theca  wholly  ;  sometimes  in  the 
theca  and  the  cranium  too  ;  and 
the  dropsies  may  communicate. 
The  spinal  marrow  may,  I  be- 
lieve, be  perfect,  or  the  cauda 
ecjuina  may  be  more  or  less  defi- 
cient ;  the  nerves  of  the  lower 
limbs  and  pelvis  being  formed, 
nevertheless,  in  all  their  perfec- 
tion, and  stretching  into  the  cavity 
of  the  spine  to  terminate,  as 
Burns  has  justly  stated,  not  in  the 
marrow,  but  in  that  pait  of  the 
theca  which  lines  the  correspond- 
ing arches  of  the  lumbar  vei  te- 
brae  ;  the  nerves,  in  fact,  origi- 
nating, or  rather  coalescing,  at 
the  theca  of  the  spine.  When 
the  arches  and  spinous  processes 
of  the  vertebiaj  are  wanting 
throughout  the  chain,  so  that  the 
spinal   canal  is  completely  open 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURN^.  773 

behind  from  end  to  end,  the  spinal  practical  additions  to  surgery — 
marrow  is,  I  suspect,  generally  surely  well  woith  whole  volumes 
deficient  altogether  ;  and,  indeed,  of  mere  musical  and  well-turned 
the  disease  scarcely  belongs  to  periods — our  race  is  indebted  to 
that  whi[:h  I  am  now  considering  ;  a  man  whose  name  conveys  his 
but  in  spina  bifida  generally,  there  eulogy, — I  mean  Sir  Astley  Coop- 
is  a  deficiency  on  the  back  of  the  er.  To  him,  and  to  my  distin- 
lumbar  vertebrae  only,  forming  a  guished  colleagues,  his  success- 
chasm,  at  which  one  or  two  fin-  ors,  I  must  refer  you  for  a  fuller 
gers  may  be  passed  down  into  the  exposition  of  the  method  of  ope- 
cavity  of  the  spine  ;  and  above,  rating  ;  suffice  it  to  remark,  that 
and  perhaps  below,  to  some  little  the  tumor  is  punctured  with  an 
extent,  the  spinous  processes  se-  instrument  like  a  glover's  needlfe, 
parate  into  two  lateral  pieces,  so  and  day  after  day,  by  little  and 
as  to  become  forked,  whence  the  little,  the  fluid  is  gradually  drawn 
disease  is  frequently  denominated  away  ;  the  aperture  being  secur- 
spina  bifida.  "  Dum  res  manent  ed,  more  or  less  effectually,  after 
fugiant  verba."  The  appellation  every  drawing  and  pressure  being 
is  not,  perhaps,  a  good  one  ;  but  kept  up  by  means  of  bandage,  or 
if  we  understand  one  another,  the  otherwise.  Forty  or  fifty  times, 
terms  may  pass.  Life  is  short —  as  I  learn,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
our  time  may  be  laid  out  on  more  repeat  the  punctures  ;  the  cyst 
important  matters.  Over  the  filling  repeatedly,  but  continually 
lumbar  chasm,  we  may  find  the  shrinking,  till,  at  length,  after  a 
parts  iu  one  or  two  very  different  succession  of  operations,  the  cyst 
conditions  ;  for  sometimes  on  this  contracts  into  a  sort  of  cicatrix 
part  there  is  a  large  tumor,  bulky  lying  over  the  chnsm,  to  be  after- 
as  a  small  orange,  covered  with  a  wards  protected  by  truss.  To 
dark  rosy  red  skin,  marbled  with  open  the  cyst  extensively,  and 
a  leaden  livid  tint  ;  and,  in  other  discharge  the  water  at  once,  is, 
cases,  we  find  upon  the  chasm  a  I  believe,  highly  dangerous.  In 
circular  brown  wrinkled  scar,  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours, 
broad  as  a  half  crown,  and  flat,  death  ensued  in  a  case  of  this 
An  infant  may  be  born  with  this  kind,  narrated  to  me  by  one  of  my 
tumor  lacerated  and  open.  Ily-  pupils.  The  tumor  was  mistaken 
drocephalus,  in  conjunction  with  for  abscess.  The  cases  with  the 
this  disease,  may  become  very  brown  flat  scar  are  not  fit  for  this 
obvious,  in  consequence  of  the  operation.  In  hydrocephalic  cases, 
enlargement  of  the  cranium,  and  there  is  little  to  be  hoped.  In- 
the  widening  of  the  sutures  and  fants  left  to  their  fate,  in  this  dis- 
the  fontanels.  Mr.  Bryant,  of  ease,  perish  after  different  inter- 
Kennington,  showed  me  a  fine  ex-  vals.  They  may  live  for  weeks, 
ample  of  this.  months,  or  years.   They  may  even 

If  the  medulla  spinalis  be  de-  reach  to  man's  estate,  always  la- 
feclive,  I  presume  the  case  ad-  boring  under  the  disease.  If  the 
niits  of  no  effectual  remedy  ;  but  marrow  be  defective,  the  lower 
when  this  is  sound,  and  the  dis-  parts  of  the  body  may  be  defec- 
ease  is,  in  otlier  respects,  favora-  tive  in  feeling.  Dr.  Ilaighton 
ble,  a  cure  is  not  impossible  ;  and  used  to  relate  the  case  of  a  boy, 
for  this,   as  fur  5on;e  other  useful    who    would   thrust  pins   into    the 
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skin  with  little  suffering.  Acu- 
puncluration  sometimes  occasions 
little  pain,  even  in  the  healthy. 

To  be  born  with  an  imperforate 
oesophagus,  would  seem  to  be  a 
terrible  calamity  ;  for  what  more 
terrible  than  the  fate  of  Ugolino, 
especially  when  this  is  painted  in 
the  dark  deep  coloring  of  Dante, 
the  Rembrandt  of  poetry.  Phy- 
sical evils,  however,  are,  I  sus- 
pect, oftener  more  intolerable  in 
prospect  than  in  sufferance.  Na- 
ture, to  make  us  bestir  ourselves, 
threatens  like  a  step-dame,  but 
corrects  like  a  tender  mother. 
When  the  imperial  clemency  con- 
ceded the  arbitrium  mortis,  the 
Roman  nobles,  if  my  memory 
serve,  not  uncommonly  gave  pre- 
ference to  death  from  hunger. 
For  sixteen  long  days  and  more,  a 
young  infant  may  pine  under  the 
starvation  of  an  imperforate  gullet 
— :sleeping,  waking,  weeping, 
wasting,  greedy  for  the  breast, 
grieved  or  angry  when  disappoint- 
ed ;  and  yet,  after  all,  to  judge 
from  the  unaff'ected  expressions 
of  the  feelings,  it  may  be  fairly 
doubted  whether  its  suff'erings 
from  thirst  and  hunger  exceed 
those  produced  by  many  of  the 
smaller  infant  ailments  ;  and  sure- 
ly they  will  scarcely  bear  a  com- 
parison with  those  that  result  from 
the  suffocating  symptoms  hereaf- 
ter mentioned.  Those  who  are 
placed  in  situations  which  expose 
them  to  starvation,  ought  to  re- 
miin  inert  ;  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  less  wear  of  mind  and 
body  the  better.  When  a  town  is 
besieged,  I  imagine  that  the  daily 
consumption  of  food  might  be  con- 
siderably diminished,  if  those, 
whose  operations,  mental  or  bodi- 
ly, can  contribute  nothing  to  the 
defence,  would  imitate  those  fast- 
ing women,  of  vvhooi  the  public 


has  at  times  heard  so  much,  and 
lie  vegetating  on  a  sofa.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Italian  poet.  Count  Ugo- 
lino, who,  together  with  his  child- 
ren, perished  from  hunger  in  the 
tower  of  Pisa,  after  surviving  all 
of  them,  died  on  the  eighth  day  ; 
but  infants,  when  famished  by  this 
disease,  being  in  a  state  of  com- 
parative quietude,  they  may  some- 
times remain  alive  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  as  I  iearn  from  a 
case  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Hal- 
lam,  of  Nevvington,  who  first  drew 
my  attention  to  this  disease. 

When  the  oesophagus  is  imper- 
forate, all  the  pains  of  strangula- 
tion may  be  suffered  every  time 
the  infant  attempts  to  swallow. 
It  takes  the  pap  greedily,  a  small 
effort  of  deglutition  follows,  and 
then  in  a  few  seconds  the  counte- 
nance alters,  and  the  placid  look 
of  infancy  changes  for  that  of  dis- 
tress and  agitation;  and  the  breath 
is  intercepted,  and  the  face  dark- 
ens, and  the  chest  heaves,  and  the 
muscles  quiver,  and  convulsions, 
followed  by  a  dead  quiet,  ensue  ; 
the  child  remaining  in  a  state  of 
asphyxia,  till  the  very  sight  of  it, 
as  you  watch  returning  life,  short- 
ens the  breath  with  anxiety,  and 
lengthens  the  seconds  to  minutes. 
At  length  you  think  it  is  all  over, 
when,  as  you  rise  from  the  chair, 
a  small  struggle  is  perceived,  and 
the  food  taken  is  emitted  from  the 
mouth,  life  and  breath  being  again 
restored,  to  be  again  miserably 
interrupted,  should  the  attempt 
be  repeated.  Infants  thus  treat- 
ed suffer  many  deaths.  Severer 
symptoms  are  not  produced  by 
strangulation  with  the  rope.  Food, 
therefore,  or  the  breast,  ought  not 
to  be  offered  when  these  violent 
symptoms  result.  Life  might, 
perhaps,  be  prolonged,  by  injec- 
tions into  the  bowels ;   but  the 
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mind  at  this  tender  age  being  wise- 
ly constituted,  witliout  the  instinc- 
tive fear  of  dissolution — of  no  use 
to  a  being  which  cannot  help  itself 
— a  few  hours  or  days  are  not  de- 
sired; and  why  should  we  attempt 
to  add  a  little  space  to  existence, 
and  to  prevent  that  death  which 
nature  uses  as  the  only  effectual 
remedy  for  the  disease  ? 

When,  during  swallowing,  the 
food  passes  the  pharynx  or  hinder 
cavity  of  the  mouth,  muscular  ac- 
tion grasps  the  bolus,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  closes  all  the  passages, 
with  the  exception  of  the  gullet, 
and,  of  course,  the  air-tube  among 
the  rest.  Observe  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  water,  in  large 
gulps,  flashes  along  the  oesophagus 
of  the  horse  when  drinking.  When 
we  are  well,  and  full  of  appetite, 
deglutition,  like  winking,  is  ac- 
complished with  the  same  promp- 
titude ;  and,  therefore,  the  stay 
of  the  food  in  the  pharynx  being 
less  than  momentary,  the  closure 
of  the  passages  is  unattended  with 
inconvenience.  But  with  infants, 
in  whom  the  oesophagus  is  imper- 
forate, this  is  not  the  case  ;  for, 
the  food  entering  the  pharynx,  the 
rima  glottidis  becomes  closed,  and 
the  bolus,  involuntarily  grasped  on 
all  sides  by  this  muscular  cavity, 
being  propelled  towards  the  oeso- 
phagus, where  descent  is  prevent- 
ed, the  aliment  remains  in  the 
pharynx,  spasmodically  detained, 
forming  a  sort  of  gag,  till  ap- 
proaching death  relaxes  the  mus- 
cles, opens  the  passages,  suffering 
the  food  to  escape,  and  the  air  to 
return  to  the  lungs. 

Ah  !  if  our  surgery  could  tri- 
umphantly interpose  with  one  of 
its  natural  miracles — if  the  yt 
which  gives  hearing  to  the  deaf, 
and  sight  to  the  blind,  and  legs  to 
the  lame,  and  patent  legs,  too, 
could  also  help  us  here  !  but  this 


may  not  be.  One  case  of  this 
kind  was  dissected  by  Mr.  Hallura; 
another  in  conjunction  with  him  by 
myself;  a  third  by  Mr.  Burrows, 
an  excellent  practitioner  in  the 
city  ;  and,  in  all  three  of  these, 
throughout  the  mediastinum  to  the 
extent  of  several  inches,  the  oeso- 
phagus was  unformed,  or  repre- 
sented by  a  mere  ligament,  stretch- 
ing from  the  closed  extremity  of 
the  oesophagus  to  the  orifice  of 
the  stomach.  The  trochar  and 
canula,  therefore,  can  be  of  no 
service.  Death  is  the  natural 
remedy.  Infants,  who  die  under 
this  disease,  are,  I  believe,  fre- 
quently thought  to  perish  from 
convulsions.  As  I  know  myself 
of  three  cases,  I  presume  it  is  by 
no  means  uncommon.  Van  Swie- 
ten  describes  an  affection  called  a 
swallowing  of  the  tongue,  in  which 
suffocation  is  said  to  follow  the 
attempt  to  swallow,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  tongue,  too  loose  in 
the  mouth,  getting  into  the  cavity 
of  the  pharynx,  and  lodging  over 
the  rima  glottidis.  Having  never 
seen  this  disease,  I  feel  inclined 
to  think  that  Swieten  may  have 
been  deceived  by  an  imperforation 
of  the  oesophagus.  Sliould  swal- 
lowing of  the  tongue  really  occur 
— if  the  practitioner  do  not  reach 
the  infant  till  apparent  death  is 
produced,  the  tongue  ought  to  be 
drawn  down  into  place  with  the 
incurvated  shank  of  a  spoon,  or 
any  other  convenient  instrument ; 
and  though  the  child  have  lain  to 
appearance  dead  for  twenty  or 
thirty  minutes,  artificial  respira- 
tion, and  the  warm'bath  ought  to 
be  diligently  tried.  Newborn  in- 
fants may,  now  and  then,  be  re- 
suscitated, after  they  have  lain  in 
a  state  of  asphyxia  for  a  good  part 
cf  an  hour.  \Ve  oujht  not,  there- 
fore, in  these  cases  to  despair  too 
soon. 
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III. 

Opium  in  Dysenteric  Cholera. 

In  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  for  July,  1828,  JMr. 
]M'Kittrick  has  published  some  cases 
of  what  he  calls  Dysenteric  Cliolera, 
which  were  successfully  treated,  as 
he  states,  by  unusually  large  doses  of 
opium.  The  Journal  in  which  these 
cases  appear,  has  justly  so  high  a 
reputation  for  the  opinions  it  ad- 
vances, and  the  practice  it  recom- 
mends, that  the  communications  of 
its  contributors  deserve  attention.  A 
few  of  these  cases  follow. — Ed. 

On  the  23d  of  December  last  a 
family  was  recommended  to  the 
Holyvvood  Dispensary,  three  in- 
mates being  reported  very  ill  with 
bowel  complaint,  and  one  dead 
ten  days  before  of  the  same  dis- 
ease. 

A  particular  engagement  pre- 
vented me  from  visiting  them  that 
day  ;  but  to  obviate  as  much  as 
possible  the  consequences  of  de- 
lay, I  ordered  the  patients  to  be 
swathed  in  flannel,  sent  them 
twelve  opium  pills  each,  propor- 
tioning the  size  to  their  ages  and 
the  reported  severity  of  their 
symptoms,  and  directing  one  to 
be  used  after  every  second  eva- 
cuation. 

Next  morning  at  nine  o'clock  I 
visited  ibem,  when  the  mother  of 
the  family  informed  me  that  one 
child,  2  years  and  10  months  old, 
had  been  seized  exactly  three 
weeks  before  with  violent  vomit- 
ing and  [lurging  immediately  after 
getting  out  of  bed.  The  third 
stool  she  says  was  bloody.  Vo- 
miting continued  more  or  less 
throughout  the  attack  ;  but  the 
appearance  of  ihe  stools  appeared 
to  have  changed  on  the    hith  day 


from  bloody  to  a  matter  of  various 
colors,  and  resembling  pus,  which 
continued  till  he  died,  on  the 
twelllh  day  of  the  disease.  She 
farther  re[)orted,  that  the  child 
often  had  irom  ten  to  fifteen  stools 
in  an  hour.  Seven  doses  of  cas- 
tor oil  had  been  given  during  the 
attack  without  any  benefit. 

Case  II.— R.  M.,  7i  years  of 
age,  was  reported  to  have  been 
seized  seven  days  after  the  for- 
mer with  exactly  the  same  symp- 
toms, except  that  the  vomiting 
was  much  less  frequent.  He  had 
therefore  been  fourteen  days  ill 
when  I  saw  him.  The  pulse  was 
108,  the  skin  hot,  the  tongue 
moist,  with  a  light  yellow  coating 
on  the  middle,  and  the  edges  of  a 
scarlet  color.  Since  the  fourth 
day  of  his  illness  he  had  been  un- 
able to  get  out  of  bed.  The  te- 
nesmus had  been  constant  and 
oiost  distressing  from  the  very 
first  ;  the  evacuations  scanty,  of 
brownish-yellow  and  green  ap- 
pearance, and  so  frequent  that  it 
required  almost  constant  attend- 
ance to  supply  and  remove  cloths. 
He  was  in  the  habit  of  being  at 
times  in  bed  with  his  brother  who 
died,  but  did  not  sleep  with  hira. 
He  had  taken  since  half-past  two 
of  the  previous  afternoon  seven 
opium  pills,  each  containing  two 
grains.  After  the  third  pill  he 
felt  much  easier,  the  tenesmus 
being  greatly  relieved.  He  sat 
up  a  little  in  bed  for  the  first 
time  on  the  morning  on  which  I 
saw  him,  and  ate  a  little  bread. 
He  was  quite  conscious  when  the 
evacuations  were  about  to  occur, 
which  had  not  been  the  case  for 
ten  days  before  he  took  the  pills. 
The  pills  were  directed  to  be 
continued  as  before.  Next  day, 
namely,  on  the  2Gth,  the  symp- 
toms went  on  improving.      On  the 
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29th;  I  was  informed  he  had  con-  well.  He  had  taken  only  one  pill 
tinued  a  great  deal  better  till  the    daily. 

day  before  ;  when,  after  the  pills  The  disease  suhseqnently  at- 
had  been  tinished  for  six  hours,  tacked  another  child  of  the  fami- 
the  tenesmus  and  the  frequency  ly,  and  also  two  people  who  were 
of  evacuations  were  much  increas-  much  in  the  house  during  its  pre- 
ed.  But  since  getting  another  valence.  The  following  is  an  ab- 
supply  of  pills  in  tlie  evening,  and  stract  of  the  particulars  of  these 
using    one    after   every   stool   for    cases. 

three  times,  and  subsequently  af-        Case  V. — S.J.  M.,  11  years  of 
ter  every  second,  he  became  quite    age,  January  4,  1828,  is  reported 
as  well  as  before.   From  this  time    to  have  complained  of  slight  pain 
till  the  4th  of  January  nothing  oc-    in  the  abdomen  on  the  night  of  the 
curred  worth  mentioning.    He  had    2d,  which   was  greatly  increased 
passed  seven  stools  in  the  previous    on  the  morning   of  the  3d.      This 
twenty-four  hours,  but   his  appe-    pain,  with   tenesmus,  but  no  eva- 
tite  and  digestion  were   good,  and    cuations,  continued  till   half  past 
his  liveliness  had  returned.     He    8,  A.M.,  between  which  time  and 
slept  well,  and  the  pulse  was  un-    half  past  9,   six    offensive   stools 
der  90.     I   directed   the  pills  to    were  voided,  the  last  bloody  ;  the 
be  continued  ;  and  on  the  12th  he    pulse  was  96.      She  complains  of 
was  free   from   complaint.      This    acute   pain   in  the   abdomen,  be- 
patient  took  100  grains  of  opium    tween   the   umbilicus   and   pubis. 
during  the  treatment.     The  only    I  ordered  eight  grains  of  calomel, 
other  remedies  were  a  blister  on    and    a    blister    to    the    abdomen, 
the   belly,  and  an   opium   plaster    Next  day  the  pulse  was  88.     As 
applied  to  the  blistered  surface.       soon    as    the    calomel    operated 
Case  IV. — J.  M.,  14  years  of   twice,  vomiting  occurred,   and   a 
age,  four  days  ill.    The  symptoms    three-grain  opium  pill  was  imme- 
vvere  similar  to  the  others,  except    diately    used,  which  appeared  to 
that  there  had  not  been  any  vomit-    have  checked  the  disease.      She 
ing.    He  did  not  live  in  his  father's    was   very  drowsy   at   the    time   I 
house,  but  visited  the  family  eve-    visited    her.     No    further    treat- 
ry  morning  since  the  commence-    ment  was  required, 
ment    of    their    illness,    and    was        Case  VI. — N.  W..  26  years  of 
sometimes   in  bed   with   the  sick,    age,  lived  in  the   neighboiliood  of 
When   I    first    saw    him,    he    had    the  M.  family,  and  was  in  the  ha- 
taken    in    the    previous    eighteen    bit  of   remaining    a   considerable 
hours  five    opium   pills    of  three    time  in  the   house  with  them   for 
grains  each.      He  had  then  vomit-    some  days  previous  to  her  attack, 
ing,  probably  arising  fiom  the  pills    She  had   exactly  the  same  symp- 
taken  that  morning  ;  the  tenesmus    toms,  and  was  treatedi'.ei'.tirely  by 
was  gone,  and  the  stools  were  di-    opium  pills,  and  one  twelve-grain 
minished  to  one  eveiy  four  or  five    dose  of  calomel  at  first.     She  got 
hours  ;  whereas,   previously,   his    well  in  ten  days, 
constant  employment  was  going  to        Case  VII. — Sacnuel  Pink,  cot- 
the   close-stool.     I    directed   hitn    sin  to  the  M.s  and  residing  within 
not  to  use   any  more  opium    that    a  short    distance,  sat   for  a  great 
day,  unless  the   tenesmus  return-    part  of  the   night  at  the   wnke  of 
ed.     On   the  28th  he  was   quite    the   dead   child   on    the    bedside, 
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when  the  second  case  was  con- 
fined. He  says  that  a  rumbling 
and  gripes  cajiie  on  in  his  bowels 
early  next  morning,  and  were  fol- 
lowed in  a  very  short  time  by 
bloody  offensive  stools,  similar  to 
what  have  been  described  above. 
The  same  treatment  was  employ- 
ed, and  with  the  same  success. 

Cases  VIII.  IX.  and  X.-Three 
persons  in  one  family,  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  the  mother  and  two 
children,  were  also  similarly  af- 
fected. I  treated  them  entirely 
by  opium  with  the  best  effects, 
the  third  or  fourth  pill  generally 
relieving  the  tenesmus.  A  child, 
3  years  of  age,  took  the  disease 
first  in  this  family,  and  died  on 
the  fourteenth  day  without  treat- 
ment. 

8lh  January,  1827.— J.  R.,  28 
years  of  age,  a  blacksmith,  of  ve- 
ry stout  make,  says  he  has  been 
eight  days  ill  with  a  most  violent 
attack  of  bowel  complaint,  and  he 
is  now  so  weak,  that  when  any  at- 
tempt is  made  to  raise  him  out  of 
bed,  he  faints.  Pulse  98,  feeble; 
tongue  thickly  covered  with  a  yel- 
lowish coat;  excessive  thirst;  thir- 
ty or  forty  bloody  evacuations  in  a 
day,  producing  an  intolerable  sense 
of  burning  ;  cramps  and  excruciat- 
ing pains  in  the  abdomen. 

I  could  hold  out  vei-y  little  hope 
,  of  recovery  to  his  anxious  family  ; 
but  having  experienced  better  ef- 
fects from  opium  than  any  other 
medicine  in  this  disease,  I  encou- 
raged them  to  give  it  a  fair  trial 
according  to  my  directions  ;  and 
commenced  the  treatment  by  ad- 
ministering a  pill  with  four  grains, 
which  I  had  in  my  pocket.  At  7, 
P.  M.,  three  hours  afterwards, 
the  messenger  for  more  opium 
reports,  that  he  is  greatly  reliev- 
ed from  pain,  but  that  the  stools 
continue  as  frequent   as   before. 


I  sent  him  thirty-two  grains  of 
opium  in  eight  pills,  directing  one 
to  be  taken  after  every  second 
motion. 

9th,  7,  P.  M. — Tenesmus  near- 
ly gone;  ideas  somewhat  confused, 
(probably  from  the  opium  ;)  pills 
all  finished  four  hours  ago  ;  eight 
stools  since,  and  he  feels  himself 
generally  worse  from  the  want  of 
them.  I  then  ordered  thirty-five 
grains  of  opium  in  seven  pills,  to 
be  used  as  before. 

10th,  10,  A.M.— Two  pills  only 
remaining.  Ideas  more  clear  ; 
spent  three  hours  without  any 
stool  ;  feels  considerably  stronger. 
I  now  ordered  him  thirty  grains 
of  opium  in  ten  pills,  to  be  taken 
as  before. 

11th,  6,  P.M.— Only  three  pills 
remaining.  No  confused  ideas  ; 
pulse  90  ;  tongue  loaded  ;  takes 
some  soup;  one  stool  every  second 
hour,  and  he  has  still  a  little  pain 
of  the  abdomen.  I  directed  the 
opium  to  be  continued  as  before 
in  pills  of  five  grains  each. 

18lh,  8,  P.  M.— Five  motions 
since  yesterday  morning;  only  two 
to-day  ;  and  he  has  taken  only  one 
pill.  I  directed  the  opium  to  be 
continued  as  before. 

18th,  5,  P.M.— For  three  days 
has  had  four  motions,  each  twen- 
ty-four hours,  and  has  taken  only 
one  pill  daily.  Has  been  a  short 
time  out  of  bed  each  day  ;  tongue 
clean,  and  he  has  a  good  appetite. 
To  prevent  relapse,  I  ordered 
thirty  grains  of  opium  in  six  pills, 
to  be  used  occasionally  till  the 
bowels  became  quite  settled  and 
natural. 

22d. — He  feels  quite  well;  and 
there  remains  much  less  weakness 
than  might  be  expected.  146 
grains  of  opium  were  used  from 
the  9th  till  the  morning  of  the 
18th  of  January. 
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IV".  was,  that  there  is  no  evidence  of 

Pathological  Remarks  on  the  Se-  tl^e  inflammation  of  the  vein   ex- 

condanj  Effects  of  lujlammation  tending  to  the  heart.     In  ten  cases 

of  Veins.     Read  before  the  Lon-  ^vhich  resulted  from  venesection, 

don  Medico- Chirurgical  Society,  the  vena  cava  was  not   affected, 

still  less  the  heart;  and  m  half  ot 

By  Mr.  Arnott.  ^j^^,^    ^l^^    inflammation    had    not 

Mr.  Arnott  began  by  remarking  even  extended  to  the  axillary 
upon  the  obscurity  involving  the  vein  ;  and  as  the  cases  sometiaies 
symptoms  attendant  on  inflamma-  prove  fatal  where  but  a  small 
tion  of  veins,  as  well  as  the  difli-  portion  only  is  inflamed,  it  would 
culty  of  accounting  for  the  forma-  appear  that  there  is  no  direct  re- 
tion  of  matter  in  distant  parts,  oc-  lation  between  the  degree  of  dan- 
casionally  following  injuries.  ger  and  the  extent  of  vein  inflamed. 
In  three  cases  of  inflammation  The  next  question  is,  whether 
of  veins  which  had  fallen  under  the  secondary  aff'ection  depends 
his  care,  Mr.  A.  found  in  one  a  on  pus  entering  into  the  circula- 
deposition  of  pus,  without  any  sign  tion.  On  referring,  for  this  pur- 
of  previous  inflammation,  under  pose,  to  the  cases  on  record,  Mr. 
the  skin  of  the  forearm  on  the  op-  Arnott  found  that,  in  fourteen  out 
posite  side  ;  in  another,  destruc-  of  seventeen  cases,  pus,  either 
live  inflammation  of  the  knee-  alone  or  with  lymph,  was  found  in 
joint,  with  pus  in  the  cellular  the  vessel  after  death:  in  one  case 
texture  of  the  thi^h  ;  while  in  only  was  neither  pus  nor  lymph 
none  of  the  three  did  the  inflam-  found.  From  this,  it  would  ap- 
mation  of  the  vein  extend  to  the  pear  probable  that  the  entrance 
heart.  These  cases  led  him  to  of  pus  into  the  circulation,  is  a 
examine  the  opinions  advanced  by  principal,  but  not  the  sole  cause 
different  writers  of  repute  on  this  of  the  secondary  affection.  The 
subject,  and  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  early  appearance  of  the  symp- 
Hunter,  Mr.  Abernethy,  Mr.  toms,  in  some  cases,  is  scarcely 
Hodgson,  Mr.  Travers,  IMr.  Car-  compatible  with  the  time  requir- 
michael,  MM.  Breschet,  Ribes,  ed  for  the  formation  of  pus,  and 
&c.  &c.  were  severally  adverted  therefore  it  is  most  likely  that,  if 
to  ;  the  result  of  which  exaraina-  the  secondary  effects  result  from 
tion  was,  that  even  those  expla-  the  passage  of  any  fluid  into  the 
nations  of  the  phenomena  which  blood,  it  is  of  inflammatory  secre- 
possess  most  veri-similitude,  rest  tions  generally,  and  not  of  pus 
on  uncertain  grounds;  a  circum-  alone.  According  to  the  observa- 
stance  which  Mr.  Arnott  thinks  tions  of  Mr.  Arnott,  the  inflamraa- 
attributable  rather  to  the  subject  tion  of  the  vein  usually  terminates 
not  having  received  sufficient  con-  where  some  other  vessel  joins  that 
sideration  than  to  the  absence  of  which  is  inflamed.  He  first  no- 
sufficient  data  on  which  to  form  ticed  this  in  a  horse  which  was 
correct  opinions.  In  conformity  affected  with  phlebitis  from  bleed- 
with  this  view,  he  proceeded  to  ing,  and  in  which  the  inflammation 
detail  succinctly  a  number  of  of  the  jugular  suddenly  stopped  at 
cases  where  death  had  resulted  the  point  where  a  small  vein  en- 
from  phlebitis,  and  drew  various  tered  it.  Soon  after,  in  examin- 
conclusions  from  these.    The  first  ing  the  body  of  a  man  who  had  had 
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plilebitis,  be  found  the  Inflarama-  inflammation  of  a  peculiar  and  se- 

tion  of  liie  femoral  vein  extended  vere  character  in   different  parts 

along   the   external    iliac,  to   th<i  of  the  body.     The  resemblance, 

point    where    the    internal     iliac  which;  in  a  general  point  of  view, 

joined  it  ;  and  in  a  case  of  inflam-  is  sullicienlly  obvious,  isneverthe- 

ination  of  the  left  spermaiic  vein,  less  particularly  striking  with  re- 

the  diseased  appearances  extend-  gard  to   the  phenomena  attending 

ed  through  the  emulgent  vein,  but  wounds    received     in    dissection, 

ceased  abruptly  where  this  enter-  There  are  in  both  a  train  of  symp- 

ed  the  cava.     Mr.  A.  went  on  to  tonis  nearly  similar,  succeeded  by 

show  that  facts  in  confirmation  of  the  development  of  ir.flammation 

this   general    idea   had   been  inci-  at  distant  points,  and   this  also  at- 

dentally    mentioned  by  several  of  tacking    nearly    similar    parts    in 

those  who  have  recorded  cases  of  both.     Mr.  Arnott  illustrated  this 

phlebitis.     The  author  next   de-  by  a  reference  to  several  cases  of 

scribed  the  symptotus  of  phlebitis,  death  from  injury  received  in  dis- 

and   stated  the   periods  at  which  section. 

death  took  place  in  a  certain  nam-         The    fact  that  purulent  matter 

her  of  recorded  cases.     On  exa-  is   sometimes   found   without  any 

mining  the  bodies  of  those    who  signs  of  previous  inHammation,  has 

die,  the  following  are  the  appear-  been   long  known,   and   has    been 

ances  which  most  frequently  pre-  called   abscess    by    metastasis,   it 

sent  themselves  : — Elfusions   into  having  been  imagined  that  the  pus 

the  chest  of  a  sero-purulent  cha-  was  taken  up  and  deposited  ready 

racter,  and  the  general    sequelae  formed  in  some  olbei' place.      Mr. 

O'f  active  inflammation  ;  but  espe-  Cheston,  in    his  Pathological  Ob- 

cially  purulent  depositions,  either  servations,    (1766,)     particularly 

infiltrated,  or  as  distinct  abscesses,  alludes  to  this    phenomenon,  and 

The  same  appearances  occasion-  ex[)ressly  says  that  the  matter    is 

ally    Tnanifest   themselves   in   the  rather  disseminated   through   the 

cellular    substance     of    difl'erent  viscus  than   collected   into  an  ab- 

parts  of  the  body,  or  in  some   of  scess.     Mr.    Hunter    denied    the 

the  parts  in  the  eye  ;    in  some  in-  possibility  of  purulent  matter  be- 

stances    these    phenomena    have  ing   translated   from  one   part    to 

been   found  within  the    cranium,  another  ;  but  it  was  maintained  in 

The  disease    of  the  joints,  in  one  Italy  by  Monteggia,  who  describes 

case  which  was  detailed,  consisted  the  serous  membranes  of  the  gi'eat 

of  violent  inflammation  of  the  sy-  cavities  as   particularly  obnoxious 

novial  membrane,  with  ulceration  to  the  action  of  absorl)ed  matters, 

of  the  cartilages  and  baring  of  the  which,  he  adds,  also  produce  ab- 

bones.     Mr.   Arnott   pointed   out  scess  in  particular   viscera,  espe- 

the  great   resetnblance    between  cially  the  liver  and  lungs.     More 

the  train  of  symptoms  markins;  the  recently,  attention   has   been   di- 

secondary   symptoms    in  phlei)itis  rected  to  the  subject  by  Mr.  Guth- 

and    those   which  arise    from   the  rie,  Mr.    Bell,  M.    Velpeau,   and 

inoculation  of  poisons.     There  is  Mr.   Rose.     Mr.   Arnott   argues, 

in  both  a  local  affection,  which  is  that  as  all  the  evils  above  enume- 

frequently    very    inconsiderable  ;  rated  have  been  known  to  follow 

and  to   this  succeeds  great  consti-  the  puncture,  division,  or  ligature 

tutional   disturbance,  followed  by  of  a  vein,  it  is  probable'thal,  when 
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they  have  succeeded  to  a  more  stance  common  to  al!  the  thirty- 
extensive  injury,  they  have  still  two  cases.  ';  he  phenomena  at- 
in  reality  owed  their  origin  to  the  tending  the  formation  of  these 
same  cause — namely,  inflamma-  visceral  affections  were  so  similar 
tion  of  one  or  more  veins.  But  to  those  succeeding  wounds  of 
to  confirm  this  we  ought,  on  the  other  parts,  that  Mr.  A.  thinks  it 
one  hand,  to  find  inflammation  of  fair  to  attribute  them  to  the  same 
the  veins  \>here  the  consequences  cause. 

alluded  to  have  followed  injuries  ;  Mr.  Arnott  next   proceeded  to 

and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  ought  remark,  that  inflammation  of  the 

to   find   similar   secondary  conse-  veins  was  common  after   parturi- 

quences   under  circumstances   in  tion,  and  quoted  several  cases  to 

which  it  is  known   that  inflamma-  show  that  there   was  visceral  af-* 

tion  of  veins  is  a  frequent  patho-  fection  under  such  circumstances, 

logical  condition — as,  after  partu-  although  it  had  not  been  much  at- 

rition.      Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  tended  to.      He  next  adverted  to 

show  that  such  was  the  case.      He  the    affection    of  the  joints,    and 

first   detailed    four    instances    in  mentioned  several  cases  in  which 

which  secondary  affections  of  the  it  had  been  distinctly   connected 

viscera  occurred  after  injuries  of  with   inflammation   of  the   veins, 

the  extremities,  complicated  with  particularly  in  a  patient  who  died 

hiflammation  of  the   veins  of  the  a  short   time   ago,   in    Middlesex 

wounded  limb.      In  injuries  of  the  Hospital,  with  disease  of  the  left 

head,  secondary  affections  of  the  knee  and  right  shoulder  joints,  and 

viscera  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  collections    of    matter    over   the 

have    long   been    observed;    and  scapula  and  sacrum  ;  and  in  which 

Desault,  who  has  particularly  no-  the  author,  in  consequence  of  the 

ticed  the  formation   of  abscess  in  similarity   to  other  cases,  antici- 

the    liver     under    such    circum-  pated   the  existence    of  inflamed 

stances,  attributed  the  phenomena  veins,  and  conflrmed   his  opinion 

to  concussion  of  the  brain — an  idea  by  examining  the   limb,  when  he 

adopted  by  others,  but  which  was  found  the  femoral   vein  in  a  state 

founded    merely     on    conjecture,  of  inflammation — a  preparation  of 

The  author  of  the  paper  here  re-  which  was  exhibited.    The  author 

ferred  to  thirty-two  cases  in  which  next  si)oke  of  a  severe  affection  of 

affections  of  the  thoracic  and  ab-  the  joints  as    occurring  in  parturi- 

dominal  viscera  succeeded  to  in-  ent  women,  and  mentioned  various 

juries  of  the   head.     The  Secre-  authorities  in  corroboration  ;  de- 

tary  did  not  read   these,  but   pro-  tailing  at  length  an  interesting  case 

ceeded  to  the   general  summary,  communicated  to  him  by  Dr.  Lee. 

which  was,   that  the  injury  of  the  In  order  to  extend  the  analogy, 

head  in   these  cases  consisted,  in  and  endeavoring  to  draw  the  con- 

twenty-tvvo,  of  fracture,  which  in  nexion  between   these   cases  still 

all   was  compound    (except    one,  closer,  Mr.   Arnott   next   alluded 

with  regard  to  which  the  circum-  to  the  occurrence  in  the  parturi- 

stance  is  not  stated);  in  ten  there  ent  state  of  a  disease  of  the  eye, 

was  no  fracture,  but  in    every  in-  similar  to  that  which   had  occur- 

stance    there   was   wound    of  the  red  in  two  cases  of  phlebitis — one 

soft    parts.     The    wound    of   the  treated    by   xMr.    Earle,   and   the 

soft  part   was    the   only   circum-  other    a    patient    in    whom    Mr. 
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Wardrop  had  tied  the  carotid  ar- 
tery with  the  effect  of  obliterating 
the  jugular  vein.  This  disease  of 
the  eye  after  delivery,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  paper  published  by  Dr. 
M.  Hall  and  Mr.  Higgenbottora, 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medico 
Society,  about  two  or  three  years 
ago. 

The  general  conclusion  at  which 
Mr.  Arnott  arrived  at  the  termi- 
nation of  his  paper  was,  that  the 
abscesses  and  inllammations  which 
take  place  in  remote  situations, 
after  injuries  of  the  extremities 
of  the  head,  or  after  parturition, 
are  dependent  on  the  existence  of 
phlebitis  in  the  part  originally  af- 
fected. He  does  not  regard  the 
diseased  action  as  one  consisting 
in  a  mere  metastasis,  or  change 
of  situation  in  absorbed  matter — 
but  that  the  secondary  local  affec- 
tions derive  their  peculiar  charac- 
ters from  a  change  induced  in  the 
blood  by  its  admixture  with  the 
pus  or  other  inflammatory  secre- 
tions from  the  vein. 


V. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Convulsions  cured  hy  Ligature. 

A  GIRL,  between  thirteen  and  four- 
teen years  old,  not  having  menstru- 
ated, had  been  subject  for  four  or 
five  months,  without  any  known 
cause,  to  periodical  attacks  of  con- 
vulsions. They  began  by  acute 
pains  in  the  extremity  of  the  ring 
finder  of  the  left  hand,  and  which 
were  succeeded  by  a  feeling  resem- 
bling the  Aura  Epileptica  through 
the  whole  arm.  The  patient  next 
lost  h(!r  recollection,  fell  down,  and 
had  convulsions  more  or  less  violent, 
which  left  her  in  a  state  of  great  ex- 


haustion, so  that  she  recollected  no- 
thing that  had  happcneil.  These 
attacks,  which  took  place  monthly, 
appearing  to  the  physician  to  depend 
upon  the  want  of  menstruation,  he 
directed  his  treatment  accordingly  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  he  recommend- 
ed a  ligature  to  be  placed  round  the 
finger  in  which  the  attack  began, 
and  by  this  means  suspended  the  ac- 
cession. The  next  day  the  same 
pain  was  felt,  and  the  ligature  was 
again  applied  ;  but,  whether  this  was 
done  too  late,  or  was  not  sufficiently 
tight,  the  fit  came  on  then.  A  fresh 
ligature  was  placed  above  the  wrist, 
and  the  attack  was  cut  short. 

The  patient,  encouraged  by  this 
success,  made  use  of  this  means 
whenever  she  felt  the  pain  in  her 
finger,  and  by  so  doing  preserved 
herself  from  these  attacks  for  several 
successive  days,  till  the  menstrual 
discharge  appeared,  and  saved  her 
from  the  risk  of  a  relapse. 

Amputations  of  the  Uterus. 

Since  the  last  communication 
made  by  M.  Lisfranc  to  the  Acade- 
my of  JMedicine,  he  has  performed 
seven  amputations  of  the  neck  of 
the  uterus.  Of  these  seven  patients, 
four  are  completely  cured,  and  enjoy 
good  health  ;  two  are  under  cure  ; 
and  one  is  dead,  in  consequence  of 
an  attack  of  peritonitis,  which  fol- 
lowed the  operation,  fie  particular- 
ly mentions  this  fact,  since  it  is  the 
first  instance  of  a  patient  dying  of  an 
affection  of  this  kind  ;  and  the  peri- 
toneum could  not  in  any  way  have 
been  injured  in  the  |)erformance  of 
the  operation.  M.  Lisfranc  has  per- 
formed his  forty-third  amputation  of 
the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  has  had 
only  four  unsuccessful  cases. — La 
Clinique. 

Attempt  to  cure  Hydrocele  hy  the 
Insertion  of  a  Solution  of  Nitrate 
of  Potash. 

M.  Dupuytren,  having  observed  that 
a  solution    of  nitrate   of  potass   was 
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readily  taken  up  by  serous  surfaces, 
attempted  to  promote  the  absorption 
of  the  fluid  in  the  tunica  vaginalis, 
by  mixing  with  it  a  solution  of  eight- 
een grains  of  nitrate  of  potass  in  wa- 
ter :  an  equal  quantity  of  the  vaginal 
fluid  was  witiulrawn,  to  make  r()om 
for  the  nitrous  solution.  The  expe- 
riment did  not  succeed.  Inflamma- 
tion was  excited,  which  formed  no 
part  of  the  intention  of  the  operator  ; 
Avho,  in  answer  to  a  question  whe- 
ther he  expected  a  cure  to  be  efiect- 
ed  by  fidhesion  of  the  vaginal  coat  to 
the  testicle,  replied  in  the  negative  ; 
for  nothing  would  be  gained  by  em- 
ploying new  means  of  causing  adhe- 
sive inflammation,  inasmuch  as  we 
already  possessed  an  effectual  reme- 
dy in  wine  and  water. 

The  production  of  inflammation 
in  this  case  having  been  ascribed  to 
the  use  of  too  large  a  dose  of  the 
salt,  the  experiment  was  repeated  on 
one  of  M.  Sanson's  patients,  with 
nine  grains  only.  A  month  has 
elapsed  without  the  slightest  diminu- 
tion in  the  tumor,  excepting  such  as 
might  be  accounted  fur  by  the  occa- 
sional oozing  of  fluid  through  the 
orifice. — Lon.  Med.  andPhys.  Jour. 

Emphysema  folloicing  Labor. 

A  young  woman,  of  irritable  tem- 
perament, was  seized  with  peripneu- 
mony  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy.  On  the  se- 
venth day  labor  came  on,  and  for 
more  than  four  hours  the  pains  were 
sharp.  A  little  tin)e  after,  an  em- 
physematous tumor  made  its  appear- 
ance at  tlie  upper  part  of  the  chest. 
A  practitioner  having  been  called  in, 
found  the  patient  in  the  following 
state :  The  head  was  of  enormous 
size  ;  the  face  and  neck  purple,  and 
considerably  swelled  ;  the  chest  and 
limbs  greatly  exceeded  their  natural 
dimensions,  and  the  swelling  every 
where  presented  the  characters  of 
emphysema.  The  op|)ression  was 
so  great  that  sufl'ocation  seemed  im- 
pending.    A  large  bleeding  from  the 


arm  was  practised,  and  repeated  in 
four  hours  ;  after  which,  the  breath- 
ing was  less  laborious  ;  at  the  same 
time  the  emphysema  diminished,  the 
head  and  face  regaining  their  ordi- 
nary size  and  color  ;  but  even  then 
the  patient  could  not  lie  on  either 
side.  As  there  was  no  lochial  dis- 
charge, and  the  abdomen  was  very 
tender,  eight  leeches  were  applied 
to  the  vulva,  and  several  bleedings 
from  the  arm  had  recourse  to.  The 
oppression  is  stated  to  have  dimi- 
nished under  the  use  of  these  reme- 
dies, but  the  patient  was  much  re- 
duced ;  the  tongue  dry,  the  pulse 
frequent  and  small  ;  the  neck  tumi- 
fied  to  such  an  extent  that  the  skin 
covering  it  was  on  a  level  with  the 
face.  A  large  sinapism  was  applied 
to  the  chest,  and  the  tumified  parts 
were  covered  with  compresses  dip- 
ped in  aromatic  wine.  On  the  thir- 
teenth day  from  the  delivery,  the 
state  of  the  patient  was  rather  more 
favorable  ;  but,  as  the  abdomen  was 
still  tender,  the  leeches  were  re- 
peated ;  at  the  same  time  some  soup 
and  spoonsful  of  wine  were  adujinis- 
tered.  From  this  time  the  emphy- 
sema gradually  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  recovered. 

WEEKLY   REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 


Ending  Jan.  10,  ai  noon. 


Jan.  1.  Thomas  Utley, 
Jeremiah  Hill, 

3.  Susan  Palmer, 
Samuel  Weeks, 
Nancy  Cotton, 

4.  Charles  Henley, 
Sarah  Fog, 


5 
25 
51 
25 
45 

2  1-2 

2 


5.  Mary  W.  Greenleaf,  28 
Sarah  Ann  Newell,                   45 

6.  James  Riley,  6  d. 

7.  George  Derby,  28  yrs. 
Mary  Finley,                              77 
Philipna  M.  Fenno,                 95 

8.  John  Roberts,  ^  8  mo. 

9.  JMary  Green.  69  yrs. 
10.  Mary  Davis,  35 

Consumption,  2 — croup,  3 — childbed,  1 — 
convulsions,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — drown- 
ed, 1 — debility,  1 — old  age,  2 — typhous  fever, 
1 — unknown,  3.  Males,  7 — females,  9.  To- 
tal, 16. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAL\E 
AT  COWDOiN  COLLEGE. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at 
the  Medical  School  of  Maine,  will 
commence  at  Brunswick  on  Tuesday, 
February  '.4,  1829,  and  will  continue 
three  months. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  Jonpf 

Det-amatter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgerj 

Western  Col.  Phys.  and  Sur^.  N.  York. 

Chemistry  and  .Materia  Medica,  Parker 

Cl.KAVEI.ANn,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Johjt  D.  Wells, 

M.D. 
Obstretrics,  James  McKean,  M.D. 

Degrees  are  conferred,  after  the  usual 
examination,  at  the  close  of  the  Lectures, 
and  at  the  annual  commencement  in 
September. 

The  Library  and  Cabinet  have  receiv- 
ed considerable  additions,  and  the  Lec- 
ture-Rooms have  been  enlarged,  since 
the  last  course  of  Lectures.  4t. 

Brunswick,  Jan.  1,  LS'29. 

SURGICAL  LNTSTKUMENTS. 

DAVID  k.  .IOH\  HE.NSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of-Central  \Vli?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co.,— MANUP.L  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  S  PETHOSCOPK,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
"with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 

ep3w  Jan.  20. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 

Dniggisl  and  Jlpolhtcary^ 
.AS    taken    the    Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  I8S,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 


His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
j)lete  and  genuine.  Phy.«icians  and  oth- 
ers arc  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  Avilh  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention. 

The   old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage. 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  Wash- 
ington St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resohed^  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fivty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cimistances  in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  usi;  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  tlie  .\nnual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre 
niiums  may  be   left  at   the   office  of  Mr. 
John   Cotton,  Bookseller,    Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  loth  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 

ZAI5D1EL  B.  ADAMS,    ).  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE, 
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I. 


Case  of  Tumor  within  the  Abdomen. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

By  Walter  Channing,  M.D. 

I  WAS  requested  to  see  Mr. , 

aged  37,  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
14lh  December.  I  found  him 
complaining  of  pain  about  the 
right  groin,  extending  towards  the 
crest  of  the  ilium,  and  upwards 
about  a  hand-breadth.  The  mo- 
tions of  the  right  leg  were  pain- 
ful, and  it  was  thought  by  me  that 
he  had  taken  cold  from  some  un- 
usual exposure  in  the  early  part 
of  the  day.  There  was  some  heat 
of  the  skin,  the  tongue  was  cover- 
ed by  a  thin  white  coat,  and  the 
pulse  were  accelerated.  lie  had 
dined  abroad  the  preceding  day, 
and  had  not  felt  quite  well  when 
be  rose  Sunday  morning.  He 
however  went  to  cliurch  as  usual. 
I  prescribed  a  cathartic  dose  of 
the  submuriate  of  mercury,  aloes 
and  jalap, — half  of  which   was  to 


be  taken  at  bed-time,  and  the  oth- 
er half,  if  no  free  dejections  took 
place,  the  next  morning. 

15th.     I    found   the   remaining 
half  of  the  cathartic  of  yesterday 
had  been  taken,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  day   five   copious    motions 
were  produced.     I  examined  the 
seat    of  pain,   for    the   pain    was 
greater  than  the  preceding   day, 
the  limb  more  stiff,  and   the  con- 
stitutional symptoms  more  severe. 
The  cathartic  had  not  operated  at 
the  time  of  my  visit.     There  was 
not   merely  pain  and   stiffness   of 
the    limb,   but    it    was   necessary 
that  the  patient   should   raise  the 
leg  by  the  hand  or  hands  in  order 
to  move  it,  and  it  was  most  diffi- 
cult to  cross  this   limb   over  the 
other.      On  examination,  a  slight 
fulness  was  noticeable  at  the  spot 
to  which  the  pain  and  soreness  '.vas 
referred.  It  was  a  diffused  fuhiess, 
extending  from  about  midway  and 
above  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  for- 
wards.    It  was   not  red,  and  the 
temperature  was  not  greatly  in- 
creased, but  it  was   very  tender, 
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scarcely  allowing  the  touch,  and 
niakiiioj  it  impossible  to  ascertain 
its  precise  nature.  In  addition  to 
what  had  been  done,  a  solution  of 
tartarized  antimony  was  directed, 
and  a  pill  composed  of  the  sub- 
muriate  of  mercury,  opium  and 
antimony,  ordered  at  bed-time. 

16th.  Much  general  relief 
from  the  operation  of  the  cathar- 
tic was  reported  at  my  morning 
visit.  The  pulse  were  less  fre- 
quent, the  temperature  better, 
and  the  lameness  somewhat  dimi- 
nished. The  soreness  and  ten- 
derness at  the  lower  and  right  side 
of  the  abdomen,  however,  still 
continued,  though  pressure  was 
sufficiently  well  borne  to  enable 
me  to  ascertain  that  a  considera- 
ble hardness  existed  in  the  pained 
spot.     I  prescribed  the  following  : 

R.  Pulv.  Rad.  colchici   3ss. 
Potas.  et  Sod.  Tart.   3'Jss. 
M.  divid.  in  chart.  No.  vj. 

One  now,  and  repeat  every  six 
hours.  The  stomach  in  this  pa- 
tient is  naturally  irritable,  easily 
affected  by  small  doses  of  nause- 
ating medicine,  which  determined 
me  to  employ  a  moderate  quantity 
of  the  colchicum.  The  submu- 
riate  pill  to  be  continued  at  bed- 
time. In  the  evening,  no  motions 
having  taken  place  from  the  bow- 
els, and  some  ineffectual  griping 
being  present,  an  enema  was  giv- 
en, which  promptly  produced  co- 
pious alvine  discharges.  I  per- 
ceived slight  mercurial  foetor  in 
the  breath  at  this  visit,  and  the 
ordinary  unpleasant  taste  which 
acconij^anies  mercurial  action  be- 
ing complained  of,  I  directed  the 
uight  pill  to  be  omitted. 

nth.  The  principal  changes 
noticed  to-day,  were,  decided 
amendment  in  the  motions  of  the 
limb  ;  the   Irg   could   be  crossed 


without  much  inconvenience  or  suf- 
fering; the  patient  could  walk,  and 
did,  in  my  presence,  support  the 
weight  of  the  body  on  the  affected 
limb;  the  tenderness  and  hardness 
in  the  original  seat  of  these  symp- 
toms were  somewhat  diminished, 
but  not  sufficiently  so  to  support 
much  pressure.  Leeches  were 
directed  to  this  part,  the  bleeding 
to  be  encouraged  by  warm  fomen- 
tations, and  a  blister  was  ordered 
there  at  bed-tiuje,  unless  decided 
relief  followed  the  leeching.  A 
solution  of  the  sulphate  of  magne- 
sia was  directed  in  divided  doses 
to  secure  a  discharge  from  the 
bowels.  In  the  evening,  as  no 
discharge  had  taken  place,  and 
much  griping  was  complained  of, 
an  enema  was  given,  which  ope- 
rated well,  and  produced  imme- 
diate relief.  As  some  relief  had 
also  followed  the  local  bleeding, 
at  the  request  of  the  patient  the 
blister  was  not  put  on. 

ISlh.  Report  altogether  more 
favorable.  Former  measures 
were  to  be  resorted  to  if  any  ag- 
gravation of  symptoms  occurred. 
Pulse  84,  and  souie  appetite. 
Appetite  had  been  almost  wanting 
from  the  beginning,  and  the  patient 
had  been  strictly  confined  to  the 
lightest  farinaceous  diet.  From 
choice  he  had  lived  principally 
on  tea. 

19th.  Not  as  well.  Pulse 
accelerated  ;  more  heat ;  motion 
of  limb  perfectl)'  easy,  and  much 
diminution  of  local  soreness  ;  the 
extent  of  the  tenderness  was  also 
less.  I  directed  the  infusion  of 
rhubarb,  as  there  had  been  no  de- 
jection, and  at  bedtime,  as  the 
mercurial  action  had  subsided  al- 
most entirely,  the  former  pill. 
In  the  evening  an  enema  was  giv- 
en, as  there  had  been  no  motion, 
and   some   griping   had,   and    was 
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still  annoying  the  patient.     It  did 
well,  and  removed  llie  griping. 

20th.  The  night  has  been  rest- 
less. There  was  more  heat,  and 
thirst,  ascribed  by  ihe  patient  to 
the  calomel;  the  pulse  were  more 
frequent  ;  the  tongue  more  coat- 
ed ;  the  limb  was  perfectly  easy, 
and  the  soreness  ot'  the  abdomen, 
at  the  spot  above  described,  was 
almost  gone.  Pressure  produced 
slight  pain.  The  difTused  fulness 
and  hardness  the  patient  said  had 
gone  entirely,  but  there  were  one 
or  two  spots  in  which  pain  could 
still  be  produced  by  pressure.  It 
should  have  been  mentioned  be- 
fore, that  chills,  or  anything  like 
these,  ot'cr  the  body^  had  at  no 
time  been  felt,  but  the  patient 
again  and  again  said  he  now  and 
then  felt  something  like  a  crawl- 
ing, an  attempt  at  something  like 
a  chill  down  the  aflfected  leg,  and 
once  he  remembered  to  have  felt 
a  very  slight  pain  on  the  outside 
of  the  hip-joint,  and  that  the  night 
before,  (last  night,)  he  had  for  a 
short  time  suffered  a  pain  almost 
severe  in  the  course  of  the  cord 
of  the  right  testicle.  I  requested 
him  to  lie  on  the  sofa,  and  remark- 
ed that  if  the  state  of  the  part 
permitted,  I  would  make  a  fuller 
examination  of  the  spot  than  I  had 
hitherto  been  allowed  to  do.  I 
found  the  general  hardness  and 
tenderness  of  the  surface  less  than 
at  any  previous  examination,  and 
discovered,  immediately  beneath 
the  place  where  these  had  exist- 
ed in  the  greatest  degree,  a  firm 
and  large  tumor.  I  could  readily 
carry  my  fingers  above  its  supe- 
rior rounded  edge,  and  by  press- 
ing the  parietes  there,  inward,  I 
could  make  out  very  distinctly  the 
boundaries  of  the  tumor  there. 
Ill  its  fullest  part,  it  was  situated 
about  the   anterior   and   superior 


spine  of  the  ilium,  extending  about 
three  inches  above  it,  and  running 
in  the  direction  of,  and  near  to,  at 
its  anterior  boundary,  Poupart's 
ligament  ;  being  lost  in  its  course 
towards  the  spine.  It  was  obvi- 
ously rounded  from  above  and  be- 
low, and  was  felt  to  taper  off,  if 
not  to  become  flattened,  towards 
both  of  its  extremities.  It  was 
not  very  sensible  ;  on  the  contra- 
ry, there  was  but  very  little  com; 
plaint  from  such  a  degree  of  pres- 
sure as  was  necessary  to  make 
out  some  of  its  boundaries. 

The  discovery  which  the  exa- 
mination had  led  to,  left  little 
doubt  of  the  great  object  to  be 
had  in  view  in  the  further  treat- 
ment of  the  case,  or  of  the  means 
by  which  that  object  might  most 
surely  be  accomplished.  The 
termination  by  resolution  of  the 
inflammation  on  which  the  exist- 
ence of  the  tumor  depended,  was 
this  object  ;  and  the  means  were 
local  bloodletting,  blistering^  and 
such  an  exhibition  of  calomel  as 
would  sustain  a  mercurial  action 
in  the  system.  On  stating  these 
views  to  the  patient,  I  at  the 
same  time  suggested  a  consulta- 
tion, and  Dr.  Jackson  saw  him 
with  me  the  same  evening. 

The  further  examination  made 
by  Dr.  J.  confirmed  my  own  views 
of  the  case.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  calomel  pill  should  be  conti- 
nued at  bedtime;  a  cathartic  ear- 
ly next  morning,  and  after  its  ope- 
ration that  leeches  should  be  ap- 
plied as  before  over  the  seat  of 
the  tumor  ;  a  blister^  to  the  same 
in  the  latter  part  of  (he  day. 

21st.  1  visited  at  noon.  The 
cathartic  had  operated  early,  once 
only,  but  copiously.  The  leeches 
had  been  applied,  and  had  fallen 
off.  I  learnt  that  ihere  had  been 
some  good  sleep  in  the  night,  but 
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found  much  heat  of  the  surface, 
increased  thirst,  and  the  pulse 
120.  The  abdomen  was  quite 
soft,  and  allowed  me  more  easily 
than  at  any  other  time  to  make 
out  the  size  and  extent  of  the  tu- 
mor. These  did  not  differ  from 
the  former  statement.  At  the 
afternoon  visit,  the  blister  was  ap- 
plied. The  pulse  were  less  fre- 
quent, and  the  skin  cooler  ;  the 
patient  could  lie  on  his  left  side 
with  more  ease  than  before;  there 
was  less  of  the  feelinar  of  weight 
or  dragging  from  the  right,  and  no 
distinct  soreness  was  complained 
of  in  this  position. 

22d.  Night  tolerable.  Pulse 
96,  softer;  skin  and  mouth  better; 
more  moist  ;  some  swelling  of  the 
oums,  especially  about  farthest 
teeth  ;  no  soreness  or  tenderness 
of  the  teeth.  Blister  has  drawn 
well,  and  was  dressed  at  seven. 
No  motion  from  the  bowels,  and 
no  complaint  about  the  tumor. 
Directed  to  keep  very  quiet  in 
the  horizontal  position,  and  to 
adhere  to  his  diet  of  tea  and 
gruel. 

23d.  Report  favorable.  No 
dejection  ;  tumor  diminished,  and 
bears  pressure  with  very  little 
inconvenience.  If  no  discharge 
from  the  bowels,  repeat  the  infu- 
sion of  senna  and  rochelle  salts 
tomorrow  morning.  Continue 
night  pill. 

The  above  course  was  continu- 
ed, with  rapid  diminution  of  the 
tun)or,  to  the  29lh.  A  very  care- 
ful examination  could  discover  no 
disease  in  the  original  situation  of 
the  swelling.  The  integuments 
were  thicker  than  elsewhere,  and 
still  somewhat  hard.  There  was 
more  fulness  here  than  in  the  op- 
posite iliac  region,  but  this  was 
obviously  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
integuments  just  described. 


At  this  date,  Jan.  8th,  1829, 
the  patient  is  w'ell. 

Kcnmrks. 

I  believe  cases  like  the  pre- 
ceding are  not  very  rare  ;  still  I 
do  not  remember  meeting  with 
one  of  precisely  the  same  descrip- 
tion. Dr.  J.  remarked,  that  last 
summer  he  was  called  to  a  case 
in  which  the  patient  had  been  se- 
verely ill  with  febrile  symptoms 
for  a  ie\M  days,  accompanied  with 
pain  in  the  abdomen.  He  was 
suddenly  seized  with  a  very  se- 
vere chill,  and  this  occurrence 
led  to  Dr.  J.'s  first  visit.  Exa- 
mination of  the  abdomen  discover- 
ed a  large  and  firm  tumor  in  and 
about  the  right  iliac  region,  the 
precise  situation  of  the  tumor  in 
the  above  case;  and  it  was  appre- 
hended that,  from  the  severe  ri- 
gor, suppuration  was  established, 
or  would  be  if  not  timely  prevent- 
ed. Leeches  in  great  number, 
with  active  internal  remedies, 
were  at  once  employed,  and  the 
disease  yielded  in  a  shorter  time 
even  than  in  the  case  just  detail- 
ed. I  have  distinctly  in  my  mind 
a  case  of  fever  which  terminated 
fatally,  and  which  I  examined  af- 
ter death,  in  which  was  discover- 
ed a  large  collection  of  pus  in  the 
cavity  of  the  pelvis  and  one  of  the 
iliac  regions.  This  case  was  re- 
maikable  for  wanting  the  local 
symptoms  which  accompany  such 
a  degree  of  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion as  would  pioduce  so  exten- 
sive a  collection  of  pus.  I  regret 
that  in  the  minuter  examinations 
which  were  made  of  other  parts 
of  the  body,  the  source  of  the  pus 
in  this  case  was  not  more  careful- 
ly sought  for.  It  is  equally  well 
remembered  that  in  the  very  next 
case  of  fever  which  fell  under  my 
care   that  season,   and    this  soon 
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happened,  pressure  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen,  and  to  one 
side,  too,  did  produce  pain.  Very 
active  treatment  by  full  leeching, 
and  vesication  of  the  part,  with 
an  active  alterative  internal  treat- 
ment, was  rapidly  followed  by  di- 
minution of  the  febrile  symptoms 
and  rapid  recovery. 

What  now,  it  may  be  asked, 
was  the  disease  in  the  case  re- 
ported ?  At  first  it  resembled 
rheumatism.  The  right  thigh, 
near  the  trunk,  was  painful  ;  a 
little  pain,  at  least,  was  complain- 
ed of  about  that  hip.  The  patient 
could  not  stand  on,  or  move  that 
limb  without  almost  excruciating 
pain.  He  could  not  raise  it  with- 
out great  care,  and  to  do  this  he 
was  obliged  to  pass  his  hands  un- 
der the  thigh,  or  grasp  his  clothes 
firmly,  and  by  this  means  raise  it. 
Great  embarrassment  and  great 
suffering  were  experienced  in  any 
attempt  to  cross  this  leg  over  the 
other.  Both  of  these  facts  might 
lead  to  a  suspicion  that  the  inter- 
nal iliac  muscle,  in  a  portion  of  its 
origin,  or  the  sartorius,  or  both, 
were  the  seals  of  the  disease. 
But  from  the  description  they 
were  not  its  limits.  There  was 
fulness,  hardness,  and  acute  ten- 
derness of  the  abdominal  parietes, 
extending  from  a  full  half  of 
the  crista  ilii,  to  more  than  a 
hand's  breadth,  upwards.  The 
first,  or  an  early  effect  of  the 
treatment,  was  relief  of  the  leg, 
its  motions  all  becoming  perfect 
and  easy,  while  much  tenderness 
remained  above  the  ilium  ;  and  at 
length  when  sufhcient  pressure 
was  tolerated,  a  large  tumor  was 
discovered  in  this  region,  obvious- 
ly contained  within  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen. 

A  more  probable  opinion  is,  that 
the  seat  of  the  disease  was  one  or 


more  of  the  iliac  glands.  The 
tumor  had  the  situation  of  these 
glands,  and  it  was  thought  to  con- 
sist of  more  than  one  of  them. 
Its  resolution  was  very  important, 
and  rapidly  took  place  under  the 
treatment.  Cruikshank  has  al- 
luded to  the  probable  effects  of 
suppuration  of  these  glands,  with 
effusion  of  the  pus  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen  ;  viz.,  inflamma- 
tion of  the  peritoneum  and  death. 
It  is  a  curious  fact  in  the  history 
of  these  glands,  that  they  never 
form  venereal  buboes,  and  one  of 
the  effects  of  specific  inflamma- 
tion, suppuration,  is  never  pro- 
duced.* The  above  case  teach- 
es the  importance  of  very  careful 
examination  by  pressure  of  the 
abdomen  in  acute  diseases,  both 
those  which  are  not  characterized 
by  marked  uneasiness  in  the  abdo- 
men, and  those  in  which  pain  there 
does  exist.  The  rii-ht  iliac  region 
should  be  especially  examined, 
for  it  is  believed  that  peritonitis 
more  frequently  atiacks  this  than 
any  other  region  of  the  abdomen. 
Boston^  January,  1829. 


II. 


Fatal  Case  of  Puerperal  Peritonitis. 

Comnmnicutcd  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
feur>;ical  Journal, 

By  A.  L.  PiERsoN,  M.D. 

Pathological  Phenomena,  exa- 
mination two  hours  after  death. — 
Abdomen  tumid,  external  appear- 
ance othervvise  natural,  except 
purple  appearance  of  back  and 
nates  from  gravitation  of  blood. 
On  opening  cavity  of  peritoneum 
a  quantity  of  limpid,  straw-color- 
ed fluid  escaped.       About  a  pint 

*  Vide  Cruikshank  on  the  Absorbents. 


790 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


of  the  same  fluid,  mixed  with 
whitish  threads  of  lymph,  and 
having  a  little  purulent  sediment, 
was  found  in  the  cavity.  Intes- 
tines much  distended  with  flatus. 
Peritoneum  both  of  parietes  and 
intestines  presented  a  mottled  ap- 
pearance, from  turgid  state  of 
bloodvessels,  apparently  contain- 
ing venous  blood.  The  omentum 
was  thickened  and  contracted. 
Patches  of  lymph  were  observed 
especially  on  the  surface  of  vis- 
cera lying  in  the  pelvis  ;  a  large 
patch  was  found  on  the  posterior 
part  of  uterus.  Mucous  coat  of 
the  bowels  and  the  bladder  exhi- 
bited no  appearance  of  disease.* 
Liver  natural,  except  paler  than 
usual.  Stomach  contained  a  por- 
tion of  yellowish  fluid,  and  had  on 
its  mucous  surface  a  large  num- 
ber of  small  purple  spots,  princi- 
pally about  the  great  curvature  ; 
the  largest  collection  of  these  was 
about  the  size  of  a  dollar.  The 
uterus  was  about  the  size  of  a 
common  cocoa  nut,  its  walls  mo- 
derately firm,  and  exhibiting,  as 
to  its  size  and  feeling,  the  ap- 
pearance which  might  be  expect- 
ed on  the  sixth  day  from  parturi- 
tion. Its  internal  surface  was 
lined  with  a  gluey  exudation,  ea- 
sily wiped  ofl".  The  attachment 
of  the  placenta  was  at  the  fun- 
dus, and  there  was  a  slight  purple 
appearance  at  this  part.  There 
were  several  purple  spots  at  the 
OS  tincae,  larger  but  similar  to 
those  in  the  stomach.  The  right 
ovarium  was  about  tlie  size  of  an 
almond,  and  darker  colored  than 
natural.  The  fimbria  of  this 
side  was  of  a  deep  purple.   There 

*  This  is  an  obseivalion  commonlj 
made  by  those  who  have  extensive  oppor- 
tunities ot  inspecting-  the  bodies  of  those 
who  have  died  of  peritonitis. — Gardien 
Tiaili  d''Accouchtmens^  Tom.  2,  p.  U68. 


was  no  putrefactive  smell  or  ap- 
pearance in  any  part  examined. 

The  subject  of  the  foregoing 
was  a  woman  of  fine  constitution, 
aged  31  years.  She  was  brought 
to  bed  of  her  fourth  child  on  the 
morning  of  January  2d.  The  la- 
bor was  easy,  natural,  and  no  un- 
toward circumstance  occurred. 
Having  been  troubled  with  after- 
pains  at  the  birth  of  her  last  child, 
she  was  ordered  an  opiate  to  be 
repeated  if  necessary.  Two 
doses  of  twenty  drops  tincture  of 
opium  produced  comparative 
ease.  There  was  no  unusual 
pain,  soreness  or  distention  of  the 
abdomen.  In  the  afternoon  of 
the  second  day  she  had  a  slight 
rigor,  which  was  dispelled  by 
some  warm  gin  and  water,  and 
the  secretion  of  milk  in  usual 
quantity  immediately  followed. 
These  were  the  customary  symp- 
toms of  previous  confinement.  On 
the  third  day  she  took  half  an 
ounce  of  Epsom  salt,  which  pro- 
duced satisfactory  movements  of 
the  bowels.  On  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  day  she  complained  of 
slight  oppression  at  the  stomach 
and  depression  of  spirits  ;  she  was 
relieved  by  a  little  peppermint, 
and  in  the  afternoon  sat  up  for  a 
short  time,  and  told  the  nurse  she 
never  felt  better  in  her  life.  On 
the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  she 
awoke  with  considerable  oppres- 
sion and  slight  nausea,  for  which 
the  nurse  administered  half  an 
ounce  of  wine  of  antimony,  which 
was  followed  by  free  vomiting  of 
a  profusion  of  green  and  yellow 
bile,  and  with  great  relief.  At 
noon  of  this  day  I  found  her  with 
a  pulse  of  80,  soft  and  moderately 
full,  a  clean  tongue  ;  she  com- 
plained of  heat  and  burning  of  the 
throat,  and  was  somewhat  ex- 
hausted by  the  emetic,  which  had 
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not  entirely  ceasetl  operating. 
She  took  a  draught  of  infusion  of 
chamomile,  after  which  the  vo- 
miting ceased  till  it  was  renewed 
on  taking  a  diaphoretic  medicine 
at  night,  and  it  continued  at  in- 
tervals till  her  death.  At  ten 
o'clock  at  night  the  pulse  was 
141,  soft  and  feeble,  the  respira- 
tion hurried,  the  voice  feeble  and 
indistinct,  and  the  sensoriura  af- 
fected with  a  peculiar  kind  of 
talkative  delirium,  resembling 
the  phenomena  of  ebriety.  The 
abdomen  was  now  slightly  tumid 
and  tender,  but  there  was  no 
complaint  of  pain.  These  symp- 
toms continued  till  ten  o'clock  of 
next  day,  the  sixth  from  her  con- 
finement, when  she  expired,  ex- 
hausted, and  with  very  little  ap- 
parent distress.  The  secretion 
of  milk  and  flow  of  lochiae  were 
natural  in  quality  and  quantity  on 
the  fifth  day.  The  tongue  con- 
tinued clean  and  moist  to  the  last. 
The  patient  had  a  careful  nurse, 
who  had  been  her  attendant  in  all 
her  previous  confinements,  was 
surrounded  with  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  life,  was  of  a 
cheerful  disposition,  and  had  com- 
mitted no  error  in  diet  or  man- 
agement. The  second  and  third 
nights  and  days  after  her  confine- 
ment were  the  coldest  we  have 
had  for  two  years.  It  has  been 
observed*  that  more  cases  occur 
in  winter  than  in  summer,  and 
hence  the  influence  of  cold  is 
reckoned  among  the  exciting 
causes  of  the  disease.  But  in 
this  case  the  patient  was  every 
way  well  protected,  and  the 
usual  phenomenon  of  the  efi'ect  of 
cold,  diminished  secretion,  did 
not  occur. 

Salem,  Jan.  8,  1829. 

*  Gardien,  2,  366 . 


III. 

In  former  numbers  of  this  journal 
mention  has  been  made  of  the  great 
public  interest  which  has  been  re- 
cently taken  in  England  in  the  sub- 
ject of  practical  anatomy,  and  some 
interesting  e.vtracts  have  been  print- 
ed from  papers  relating  to  this  im- 
portant subject.  It  has  at  length 
been  formally  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  committee  of  wise  and 
impartial  men,  men  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  medical  profession, 
has  been  selected,  with  ample 
powers  to  make  full  inquiry  into  this 
whole  subject,  and  to  report  what 
the  public  and  professional  exigences 
require.  Such  a  Report  has  been 
made,  and  published,  aiid  we  take 
an  early  opportunity  to  present  it  to 
our  readers.  It  is  a  masterly  report. 
It  gives  a  very  interesting  and  full 
history  of  the  progress  of  practical 
anatomy  in  England,  the  earliest 
parliamentary  protection  and  en- 
couragement it  received,  and  what  is 
its  present  state.  It  places  in  strong 
but  true  light  the  inconsistency,  nay, 
the  legal  absurdity,  of  requiring  by 
law  a  knowledge  of  anatomy,  and 
severely  punishing  ignorance,  as  it 
may  be  displayed  in  actual  practice, 
while  it  is  made  penal  to  resort  to 
the  only  sure  means  of  acquiring  this 
practical,  this  particular  knowledge. 
We  do  not  mean  however  to  ofler  an 
analysis  of  this  admirable  paper. 
We  recommend  it  heartily  and  strong- 
ly to  our  readers, — and  not  only  to 
them,  but  to  the  whole  public.  It 
contains  no  obscure  theories,  no 
professional,  technical,  dogmas,  but 
plain  honest  truth,  addressed  to  the 
common  sense   of  every    man,  and 
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demanding  from  every  one  an  un- 
prejudiced, honest  examination.  Let 
our  readers  be  instrumental  in  mak- 
ing public  this  most  valuable  State 
Paper,  for  such  it  truly  is, — and  they 
will  surely  advance  the  means  of 
usefulness  of  all  their  brethren,  and 
do  much  to  convince  the  whole  com- 
munity, that,  if  they  would  secure 
to  themselves  the  whole  blessing  of 
that  calling  which  aims  to  relieve 
from  pain  and  to  save  from  death, 
they  must  in  the  most  liberal  manner 
secure  to  its  practitioners  the  surest 
means,  the  amplest  opportunities,  for 
acquiring  all  that  belongs  to  it. —  Ed. 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  ap' 
pointed  hy  the  House  of  Commons 
to  inquire  into  the  Manner  of  ob- 
taining Subjects  for  Dissection  in 
the  Schools  of  Anatomy,  and  into 
the  State  of  the  Laic  affecting  the 

,  Persons  employed  in  obtaining  or 
dissecting  Bodies. 

The  peculiar  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject which  the  Committee  were 
appointed  to  investigate,  has  in- 
duced them  to  inquire  priucipaliy 
into  the  practice  of  the  anatomi- 
cal schools  of  London,  where,  by 
personal  comm.iinication  with  the 
most  eminent  surgeons,  and  with 
the  students  and  principal  teach- 
ers of  anatomy,  it  could  be  fully 
ascertained  that  no  detriment  to 
their  interests  was  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  publicity  to  arise 
out  of  the  present  inquiry.  With 
regard  to  the  practice  of  the  pro- 
vincial schools,  to  avoid  the  ex- 
pense of  summoning  witnesses 
from  a  distance,  ihey  have  been 
satisfied  with  written  communica- 
tions from  resident  professors  or 
practitioners  of  eminence,  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  Committee  have   inquired 
into  the  nature  of  the  difficulties 


which  the  anatomists  have  here 
to  contend  with,  whether  arising 
out  of  the  state  of  the  law  or  an 
adverse  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
people  ;  and  into  the  evil  conse- 
quences thence  ensuing,  as  well 
to  the  sciences  of  medicine  and 
surgery  as  to  all  who  study,  teach, 
and  practise  them,  and  eventually 
to  the  members  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. They  have  called  wit- 
nesses to  show  in  what  manner 
the  wants  of  the  anatomist  are 
provided  for  in  several  foreign 
schools,  and  to  state  their  opinion 
whether  similar  methods  could  be 
applied  with  advantage  in  this 
country,  and  if  applied  would  be 
adequate  to  remove  the  present 
difliculties. 

The  first  origin  of  these  diffi- 
culties is  obviously  to  be  traced 
to  that  natural  feeling  which  leads 
men  to  treat  with  reverence  the 
remains  of  the  dead  ;  and  the 
same  feeling  has  prompted  them, 
in  almost  all  times  and  countries, 
to  regard  with  repugnance  and 
to  persecute  anatomy. 

As  the  importance  of  the  sci- 
ence to  the  well-being  of  mankind 
was  discovered,  the  governments 
of  different  states  became  its 
protectors,  and  in  this  country 
particularly,  by  the  statute  of 
Henry  VIIL,  protection  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  was  given  and  intended 
to  be  given  to  it  ;  but  that  pro- 
tection, which  at  first  perhaps 
was  fully  adequate,  owing  to  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  science  has 
long  since  become  wholly  insuffi- 
cient. 

How  limited  were  the  wants  of 
the  science  in  the  former  part  of 
the  last  century  may  be  learned 
from  the  lectures  of  Dr.  William 
Hunter,  who  describes  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  most  celebrated 
schools,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
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as  employing  in  each  course  of 
lectures  not  more  than  one,  or  at 
most  two  subjects,  and  as  exhi- 
biting the  peiformance  of  the 
operations  of  surgery,  not  on  hu- 
man bodies,  but  on  those  of  ani- 
mals. He  represents  the  stu- 
dents in  medicine  and  surgery  as 
never  exercising  themselves  in 
the  practice  of  dissection,  be- 
cause for  such  practice  they  had 
no  opportunities. 

For  such  a  system  of  instruc- 
tion the  provisions  of  the  statute 
of  Henry  VIII.  might  well  be 
adequate,  and  these  provisions, 
indeed,  may  now  be  considered 
of  importance  only  as  a  distinct 
admission  of  the  principle,  that 
the  government  of  this  country 
ought  to  protect  anatomy.  The 
reformation  of  this  antiquated  and 
imperfect  system  took  place  in 
this  country  in  the  year  1746, 
when  Dr.  William  Hutiter,  hav- 
ing a  singular  enthusiasm  for  the 
science,  established  complete 
courses  of  anatomical  lectures, 
and  opened  a  regular  school  for 
dissection.  The  reform  thus  in- 
troduced was  complete,  and  its 
author  exulted  before  his  death  in 
having  raised  and  diffused  such  a 
spirit  for  dissection,  that  he  should 
leave  behind  him  many  better 
anatomists  than  himself. 

Under  his  immediate  pupils  and 
their  successors,  this  school  has 
gone  on  increasing.  The  earliest 
account  that  the  Comiriiltee  have 
met  with  of  the  number  of  anato- 
mical students  resorting  to  Lon- 
don, is  (hat  given  by  Mr.  Aberne- 
thy,  who  states  that  shortly  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with 
France  they  amounted  to  200. 
One  of  the  witnesses,  Dr.  Ma- 
cartney, computes  their  number 
\n  the  year  1798  at  300  ;  and  Mr. 
Brookes,  a  teacher  of  anatomy, 


in  a  calculation  submitted  to  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  in  the  year  1823, 
then  reckoned  their  number  to  be 
1000.  It  appears  froin  the  re- 
turns now  furnished  by  the  teach- 
ers of  the  different  schools  in  Lon- 
don, that  their  number  at  present 
is  somewhat  above  800  ;  the  di- 
minution in  the  number  since  the 
year  1823  being  the  consequence, 
probably,  of  the  pupils  resorting 
to  foreign  schools,  the  advantages 
of  which  were  less  known  at  the 
former  period  than  they  are  at 
present. 

When  it  is  considered  what  a 
demand  there  is  for  practitioners, 
as  well  to  meet  the  wants  of  an 
increased  population  at  home  as 
of  an  extended  empire  of  colonies 
and  dependencies  abroad,  this  ra- 
pid increase  of  students  will  not 
appear  surprising  ;  and  if  it  is 
considered  also  that  not  only  is 
that  demand  an  increasing  one, 
but  that  every  practitioner,  how- 
ever humble,  from  that  laudable 
desire  for  intellectual  improve- 
ment which  characterizes  the 
present  age,  endeavors,  if  he  can. 
afford  it,  to  obtain  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  must  regard  himself  as 
ill  educated  if  he  has  not  gone 
through  a  course  of  dissection,  the 
eventual  increase  of  dissecting 
students  can  hardly  be  calculated, 
should  their  wants  be  supplied 
abundantly  and  at  a  cheap  rate. 

Although  the  students  now  at' 
tending  the  schools  of  anatomy  in 
London  exceed  800,  not  more 
than  500  of  this  number  actually 
dissect.  The  duration  of  their 
studies  in  London  is  usually  six- 
teen months,  and  during  that  time 
the  number  of  subjects  with  which 
every  student  in  surgery  ought  to 
be  supplied,  appears  from  the 
evidence  (although  there  is  some 
difference  on  this  point)  to  be  no 
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less  than  three;  two  being  requir-  which  were  resorted  to  for  ob- 
ed  for  learning  the  structure  of  taining  a  supply  were  adequate 
the  parts  of  the  body,  and  one  the  to  the  wants  of  the  students,  and 
mode  of  operating.  The  total  bodies  were  obtained  in  abundance 
number  of  subjects  actually  dis-  and  cheaply.  The  exhumators  at 
sected  in  the  schools  of  London  in  that  time  were  few,  and  circura- 
one  year  is  stated  to  be  not  great-  spect  in  their  proceedings;  detec- 
er  than  from  450  to  500,  which  is  tion  was  rare,  the  offence  was 
after  the  rate  of  less  than  one  little  noticed  by  the  public,  and 
subject  for  each  dissecting  stu-  was  scarcely  regarded  as  penal  ; 
dent  ;  a  proportion  wholly  insuffi-  so  that  (according  to  one  of  the 
cient  for  the  purposes  of  complete  witnesses)  long  after  the  decision 
education.  of  the  judges  in  1788,  that  disin- 
Dissection  on  an  extended  scale  terment  was  a  misdemeanor,  pro- 
began  in  this  country  before  there  secutions  for  this  offence  were  not 
existed  any  such  general  feeling  common,  and  offenders  taken  in 
in  its  favor,  founded  on  an  opinion  the  fact  were  usually  liberated, 
of  its  utility,  that  the  British  go-  If  this  state  of  things  had  continu- 
vernment,  after  the  example  of  ed,  though  the  illegality  of  the 
some  foreign  governm'=^nts,  would  practices  had  recourse  to  must 
venture  openly  to  patronize  it.  be  conceded,  yet  they  could 
Accordingly,  when  in  1763  Dr.  scarcely  be  said  to  occasion  evils 
Hunter  proposed  to  build  an  ana-  of  such  magnitude  as  to  require  a 
tornscal  theatre,  and  to  endow  it  legislative  remedy.  But  ihe  num- 
with  his  museum  and  a  salary  for  ber  of  students  and  teachers  hav- 
a  professor,  provided  the  govern-  ing  greatly  increased,  and  with 
ment  would  grant  him  a  site  of  them  the  demand  for  subjects  and 
ground  for  the  institution,  and  his  the  number  of  exhumators,  de- 
late Majesty  would  extend  to  it  lections  became  frequent,  the 
his  countenance  and  protection,  practice  of  exhumation  notorious, 
he  met  with  a  silent  refusal.  It  and  public  odium  and  vigilance 
was  therefore  oidy  by  stealth  and  were  directed  strongly  against  the 
by  means  not  recognized  by  the  offenders.  It  may  be  collected 
law,  that  the  teacher  was  enabled  from  the  debates  in  Parliament 
to  procure  subjects.  These  which  took  place  in  the  year  179G, 
means,  it  is  notorious,  from  the  during  the  progress  of  a  bill  for 
time  of  Dr.  Hunter  down  to  the  subjecting  to  dissection  the  bodies 
present  time,  have  been  princi-  of  felons  executed  for  burglary 
cipally  disinterment  ;  though  of  and  robbery,  that  even  at  that 
late  other  illegal  modes  and  con-  time  the  public  regarded  disinter- 
trivances,  such  as  stealing  before  ment  with  strong  feelings  of  jea- 
burial,  personation  of  relatives  for  lousy. 

the   purpose   of  claiming  bodies,  In  proportion  as   the  public  be- 

&c.    have  occasionally  been  had  came   vigilant,  the   laws   relating 

recourse  to.     For  some   time  af-  to  sepulture  were  interpreted  and 

ter  the  first  establishment  of  dis-  executed   with   increasing  rigor  ; 

secting  schools,  while  the  number  and  as  the  price  of  subjects   rose 

of    teachers    and    students    was  with    the    dilficulty    of    obtaining 

small,   and   the  demand   for  sub-  them,  the   premium    for  breaking 

jects    very    limited,    the     means  the  laws  increased   with  the  pc- 
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nalty.  The  exhumators  increas-  according  to  differences  of  place 
ed  in  number,  and  being  now  treat-  and  season,  (sometimes  owing  to 
ed  as  criminals,  became  of  a  more  the  caprice  and  mercenary  mo- 
desperate  and  degraded  charac-  tives  of  the  agents  employed,  at 
ter.  other  times  owing  to  the  real  dif- 
The  parties  of  daring  men  who  ficulty  of  obtaining  a  supply,)  that 
now  took  to  raising  bodies,  did  it  of  late  subjects  have  been  to  be 
happen  (as  was  frequently  the  procured  either  not  at  all,  or  in 
case)  that,  while  in  pursuit  of  the  very  insufficient  quantity,  and  at 
same  spoil,  they  fell  in  one  with  prices  most  oppressive  to  the 
another,  actuated  by  vindictive  teacher  and  student, 
feeling,  and  regardless  of  the  cau-  The  price  of  a  subject  about 
tion  and  secresy  on  which  the  sue-  thirty  years  ago  was  from  one  to 
cessfnl  continuance  of  their  ha-  two  guineas  ;  the  teacher  now 
zardous  occupation  must  depend,  pays  from  eight  to  ten  guineas  ; 
had  contests  in  the  places  of  se-  and  the  price  has  risen  even  to 
pulture,  left  the  graves  open  to  sixteen  guineas.  The  teachers 
public  gaze,  or  gave  information  deliver  subjects  to  their  dissecting 
to  magistrates,  or  the  relatives  of  pupils  at  a  lower  price  than  that 
the  disinterred,  against  their  ri-  at  which  they  purchase  them, 
vals.  Frequently,  with  a  view  having  been  compelled  to  resort 
to  raise  the  price  of  subjects,  to  to  this  expedient  lest  dissection  in 
extort  money,  or  to  destroy  rival-  London  should  be  abandoned  alto- 
ry,  they  have  proceeded  to  acts  gether.     The  loss  which  they  sus- 

of  outrageous  violence,  tending:  to  tain  is  made  sfood  out   of  the  fees 

•      f.  1 

excite   the   populace   against  the  which  they  receive  for  attendance 

teachers    of    anatomy.       These,  on  their  lectures  in  the  anatomical 

and  similar  acts  of  violence  or  im-  theatre.     The   cost  of  providing 

prudence,  have    been   constantly  subjects   is   also  enhanced  to  the 

bringing  exhumation   to  light,  and  teacher  by  his  being  required  oc- 

have     exasperated     the     public  casionally  to  defend  the  exhumat- 

against   both   the  exhumator  and  or  against  legal   prosecution,  and 

the  anatomist  ;  and  this  to  such  a  to    maintain   him   against  want,  if 

degree,    that    of    late,    in    many  sentenced    to    imprisonment,   and 

cases,  individuals,   out    of  solici-  his  family,  in  case  he  has  one,  un- 

tude  to  guard  the  dead,  have  taken  til    the   period  of  his  punishment 

upon  themselves  to  dispense  with  expires. 

the  laws  of  their  country,  and  have        Nor  is  it  only  of  a  precarious, 

fired  upon  parties  attempting  dis-  insufficient,  and   expensive   mode 

interment.    Other  circumstances,  of  obtaining  subjects  that  the  cul- 

but    of    minor    importance,    have  tivators  of  anatomy  complain — it 

been  assigned  by  some  of  the  wit-  is  by  the  law,  not  as    regards  the 

nesses  as  augmenting  the  difficulty  exhumators,  but  asit  affects  thera- 

of  obtaining  subjects  in  London,  or  selves,  that  they  are  aggrieved. 

increasing  the  demand   for  them  ;        The    first   reported  case   of  a 

but  as  regards  them,  the  Commit-  trial   for  disinterment  is   that   of 

tee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  evi-  Rex  v.  Lynn,   in   the  year   1783, 

dence  itself.     The  general  result  when  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 

has  been,  with  some  difference,  on  a  motion  for  an  arrest  of  judg- 
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ment,  decided  it  to  be  a  misde- 
meanor to  carry  away  a  dead  body 
from  a  churchyard,  although  for 
the  purpose  of  dissection,  as  being 
an  offence  contra  bonos  mores  and 
common  decency.  In  this  state, 
the  law  on  the  subject  of  disinter- 
ment, as  interpreted  by  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  appears  to  have 
remained  until  the  present  year  ; 
when  Davies  and  another  were 
tried  and  convicted  at  the  assizes 
at  Lancaster,  and  subsequently 
received  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  sitting  at  Westminster,  for 
having  taken  into  their  possession, 
with  intent  to  dissect,  a  dead  body, 
at  the  time  knowing  the  same  to 
have  been  unlawfully  disinterred. 
A  respectable  teacher  of  anato- 
my, residing  at  Liverpool,  had 
been  tried  and  found  guilty  on  a 
similar  indictment  at  the  quarter 
•sessions  at  Kirkdale,  in  the  month 
'Of  -February  in  the  same  year. 
With  these  exceptions,  magis- 
trates appear  hitherto  to  have 
taken  no  cognizance  of  receiving 
into  possession  a  dead  body,  unless 
there  were  strict  evidence  that 
the  receiver  was  a  party  to  the 
•disinterment;  and  on  this  practical 
view  of  the  state  of  the  law,  pro- 
fessional men  also  appear  hitherto 
to  have  acted.  At  present,  how- 
ever, a  most  intelligent  magis- 
trate, one  of  the  witnesses,  con- 
siders that  very  slight  evidence 
would  connect  the  receiver  with 
the  disinterment  ;  and  that  the 
purchase  from  the  exhumator 
would  suffice  to  send  the  case  to 
a  jury,  the  knowledge  of  the  fact 
of  disinterment  being  to  be  col- 
lected from  the  circumstances,  if 
strong  enough  to  justify  the  infe- 
rence. It  is  stated  that  there  is 
scarcely  a  student  or  teacher  of 
anatomy  in  England, who,  under  the 


law,  if  truly  thus  interpreted, 
is  not  indictable  for  a  misdemea- 
nor. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  the 
last-cited  witness,  to  be  a  party 
to  the  non-interment  as  well  as  to 
the  disinterment  of  a  dead  body, 
would  render  a  person  indictable 
for  a  misdemeanor.  Two  cases 
are  cited  in  support  of  this  opi- 
nion. In  the  one,  Rex  v.  Young, 
a  non-reported  case,  but  referred 
to  by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Rex 
V.  Lynn,  the  master  of  a  work- 
house, a  surgeon,  and  another 
person,  were  indicted  for  and 
convicted  of  a  conspiracy  to  pre- 
vent the  burial  of  a  person  who 
had  died  in  the  workhouse.  In 
the  other.  Rex  v.  Cundick,  which 
occurred  at  the  Surrey  spring  as- 
sizes in  the  year  1822,  the  de- 
fendant was  found  guilty  on  an 
indictment  for  a  misdemeanor, 
charging  him  with  not  having  bu- 
ried the  body  of  an  executed  felon 
entrusted  to  him  by  the  gaoler  of 
the  county  for  that  purpose  ;  but 
with  having  sold  the  body  for  lucre 
and  gain,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
being  dissected  ;  and  on  this  trial 
it  was  not  considered  necessary 
to  prove  that  the  body  had  been 
sold  for  lucre  or  for  the  purpose 
of  dissection.  The  witness  infers, 
from  the  analogy  of  all  these 
cases,  that  to  treat  a  dead  body 
as  liable  to  anything  but  funeral 
rites,  is  an  offence  contra  bonos 
mores,  and  therefore  a  misde- 
meanor. 

This  state  of  the  law  is  injuri- 
ous to  students,  teachers,  and 
practitioners,  in  every  department 
of  medical  and  surgical  science, 
and  appears  to  the  Committee  to 
be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  public 
interests  also. 

(To  be  continuod.) 
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IV. 

SELECTIONS  FROM   FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 

Jlmputation  of  Canceroiis  Penis 
discovered  to  he  unnecessarij,  by 
an   exploratory  Practice  of  M. 

LiSFRANC. 

The  fact  previously  stated  of  the 
frequently  circumscribed  nature 
of  cancerous  affections  enabled 
M.  Lisfranc  to  preserve  a  patient 
from  the  very  inconvenient  pro- 
cess of  amputating  the  penis, 
which  had  been  deemed  advisa- 
ble. In  this  case,  when  brought 
into  the  theatre  for  amputation, 
by  making  a  longitudinal  incision 
through  the  whole  of  the  diseased 
mass,  until  he  arrived  at  the  sound 
parts,  he  discovered  that  it  was 
bounded  inferiorly  by  the  corpus 
cavernosum  penis  ;  so  that  its  re- 
moval by  a  careful  dissection  was 
easily  effected. 

Cancer  of  the  Tongue  removed  by 
Incision  and  Ligature. 

In  a  case  of  cancer  occupying 
the  whole  length  of  the  tongne, 
a  longitudinal  incision  was  made 
on  the  right  side  of  the  diseased 
portion  through  its  whole  length, 
whereby  the  tongue  was  split  into 
two  parts,  and  a  ligature  being 
applied  beyond  the  base  of  the 
disease,  it  sloughed  away  in  a 
few  days. 

J^ymphomania. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy of  Medicine,  on  the  1st  of 
September,  INl.  Lisfranc  referred 
to  a  case  of  nymphomania  cured 
by  cauterization,  and  took  occa- 
sion to  remark  that  it  was  incor- 
rect to  consider  all  cases  of  nym- 
phomania and  hysteria  as  of  a 
nervous  nature.     These  affections 


are  often  dependent  on  the  inflam- 
matory condition  of  the  neck  of 
the  uterus,  or  on  a  turgesceut 
state  or  hypertrophy  of  the  body 
of  that  viscus.  He  related  the 
case  of  a  young  lady  who  was  af- 
fected with  nymphomania,  evi- 
dently the  result  of  an  inflamma- 
tory attack,  and  which  was  cured 
by  antiphlogistic  treatment,  such 
as  local  bleedings,  warm  hip-baths, 
and  emollient  injections  :  these 
were  retained  in  the  vagina  by 
means  of  a  plug  of  charpie,  and 
were  renewed  frequently.  M. 
Lisfranc  related  about  ten  cases 
of  these  affections  cured  by  the 
same  means  :  nevertheless,  he 
thinks  that,  when  the  inflammato- 
ry symptoms  have  been  removed 
by  proper  means,  cauterization 
may  be  beneficial. — La  Clinique. 

Ligature  of  the  External  Iliac 
Artery. 

By    M.  RiCHERAND. 

A  man  was  brought  to  the  Hos- 
pital St.  Louis,  with  aneurism  of 
the  upper  and  anterior  part  of  the 
left  thigh,  extending  into  the  groin. 
It  arose  without  any  known  cause. 
Its  pulsations  were  so  powerful 
that  fears  were  entertained  of  the 
rupture  of  the  sac.  The  limb 
was  tumefied,  painful,  and  numb  ; 
his  knee  was  bent,  and  the  leg 
was  incapable  of  being  brought 
into  a  straight  position. 

The  tumor  was  covered  with 
ice  for  five  days,  and  the  patient 
bled.  On  Ihe  sixth,  an  incision, 
four  inches  in  length,  was  made  in 
the  abdominal  parietes,  commenc- 
ing about  an  inch  and  a  half  above 
the  level  of  the  anterior  superior 
spinous  process  of  the  iliu(n,  and 
terminaliiig  in  the  middle  of  the 
g; oin,  so  as  to  avoid  the  epigastric 
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artery  and  spermatic  cord.  A 
small  opening  uas  now  made  in 
the  peritoneum,  just  sufficient  to 
admit  thtj  forefinger,  by  means  of 
which  the  iliac  vessels  were  se- 
parated. A  flat  blunt-pointed 
probe,  pierced  at  the  extremity, 
was  used  for  the  purpose  of  draw- 
ing out  the  artery  ;  and  a  ligature, 
composed  of  two  threads  only, 
was  passed  round  it,  which  the 
operator  tied,  after  having  pre- 
viously ascertained  that  compres- 
sion suspended  the  pulsation  of 
the  tumor.  The  pain  in  the  limb 
instantly  ceased.  No  constitu- 
tional disturbance  followed  the 
operation  ;  not  the  slightest  dimi- 
nution of  heat  or  sensibility.  The 
patient  considered  himself  well 
enough  to  leave  his  bed  even  on 
the  day  of  the  operation. 

The  tumor  was  reduced  two- 
thirds  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
op&i"ation,  and  is  since  quite  cured. 

Fatal  Case  of  Ligature  to  Polypus 
Uteri. 

By   M,   Marjolin,   of  the  Hospital 

Beaiijon. 

A  ligature  was  applied  to  poly- 
pus uteri,  which  for  sixteen 
months  previously  had  occasioned 
pains  in  the  womb,  extending  to 
the  loins,  and  accompanied  by 
constant  menstrual  discharge.  On 
tlie  fifth  day,  acute  pains  super- 
vened in  the  belly,  especially  in 
the  left  iliac  region  ;  the  patient 
vomited,  and  had  fever.  The  li- 
gature was  loosened,  but  in  four 
days  she  died. 

Instead  of  bleeding  copiously, 
he  only  sanguineous  evacuation 
produced  was  by  forty  leeches 
applied  to  the  belly. 

On  dissection,  pus  was  found  In 
the  vessels  of  the  uterus,  whose 


tissue  was  red.  Five  or  six 
ounces  of  pus  were  contained  in 
the  peritoneal  sac  of  the  pelvis. 
The  peritoneal  covering  of  the 
uterus  was  inflamed  and  purulent. 
Other  fatal  cases  from  ligature 
are  recorded  by  M.  Hervey.  M. 
Dupuytren  uses  the  knife  or  scis- 
sors in  preference. 

BOSTON,  TUP:SDAY,  JAN.  27,  1829. 

We  readily  comply  with  the  request 
of  our  aged  correspondent,  and  print 
his  letter.  As  he  seems  so  much 
annoyed  by  changes,  we  print  it  ver- 
batim et  literatim,  as  it  came  to  us. 
Who  our  respected  friend  is, — where 
he  lives, — or  when  he  wrote  his  let- 
ter, we  do  not  pretend  to  guess.  He 
has  gained  one  great  advantage  in 
experiencing  and  noticing  changes  ; 
for  he  has  acquired  the  faculty  of 
foretelling  such  as  are  about  to  take 
place, — nay,  he  so  far  forgets  actual, 
present  things,  that  he  speaks  of 
what  is  to  be,  as  if  it  were  already 
come  to  pass.  Witness  his  date, 
December  1,  and  what  he  says  of 
the  new  President  and  the  new 
JNIayor.  But  let  this  pass.  There  is 
some  truth  in  the  letter,  and  the 
writer  seems  to  have  felt  what  he 
wrote.  If,  however,  he  live  long 
enough,  keep  a  good  look  out,  and 
borrow  Good's  Nosology  for  a  day 
or  two  of  some  travelling  "  young 
doctor,"  we  hesitate  not  to  say,  he 
will  soon  "  pluck  out  the  heart  of 
our  mystery,"  and  be  as  familiar 
with  our  "  new  names,"  as  with 
those  of  Vogel,  or  Sauvages. — Ed. 

Dear  Mr.  Editors    .    I  live  a  great 
distance   from  the    City   of  Boston, 
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and  am  an  old  practitioner  of  phy- 
sic, I  take  your  weekly  paper,  aud 
the  whole  of  it  I  understand,  I  like 
much.  But  you  change  the  names 
of  diseases  so  much  that  I  can  hard- 
ly get  along  at  all  with  them.  I  like 
the  monthly  report  of  Diseases  in 
the  dispensary  very  much,  the  plan 
of  it.  But  it  is  more  than  I  can  do 
to  understand  it.  The  names  are 
all  new,  and  for  all  the  knowledge  1 
get  of  'em  the  diseases  might  just  as 
well  be  new  too,  just  as  well.  Some 
of  my  neighbours  talk  in  the  same 
way,  young  Doctors  too,  and  young 
doctor  Wickam  said  a  few  days  ago 
that  he  meant  to  nsatch  your  young 
men  by  sending  a  list  of  our  town 
disorders  in  the  old  names,  and  that 
this  would  be  a  puzzler  to  the  city 
brethren.  But  you  have  changed 
the  name  of  your  paper,  and  so  I 
suppose  it  is  all  right  to  make  new 
names  for  the  disorders  in  it.  This 
minds  me  of  something.  Before  you 
took  it,  the  old  gentleman  who  print- 
ed it,  used  to  put  in  the  end  a  dic- 
tionary of  all  the  hard  words,  and 
their  meanings.  I  used  to  laugh  a 
little  at  some  of  these  meanings,  for 
they  were  not  meant  for  doctors,  but 
for  common  readt-rs,  and  I  always 
thought  them,  the  meanings,  just  as 
hard  as  the  words  themselves,  Now 
Mr  Editors  will  you  do  something  of 
the  same  kind,  but  in  a  different 
way,  give  us  the  old  names  against 
the  new,  and  then  we  up  here  may 
chance  to  know  as  much  as  our 
neighbours  about  them,  which  I 
verily  believe  we  now  do,  that  is, 
with  due  respect,  nothing  at  all. 
We  had  somebody  along,  not  long 
ago,  who  told  us  some  of  the  mean- 
ings of  the  new  names,  You  cant 
guess  how  we  laughed  when  he  told 
us  that  hronklemilis  meant  nothing 
under  the  sun  but  our  own  old  fash- 
ioned squinsi/.  I  almost  got  it  with 
laughing,  for  I  have  long  been  trou- 
bled with  asma.  I  mind  just  as 
well  when  they  changed  the  names 
of  medicines   the  fust    lime  I    was 


plagued  in  the  same  way,  I  never 
did  much  in  the  drug  way  before, 
but  this  change  of  names  fixed  me  ; 
and  I  soon  had  a  small  shop  in  doors. 
To  tell  you  the  truth  Mister  Edit- 
ors, I  found  it  easier  to  get  and  sell 
the  medicine,  than  it  was  either  to 
get  the  new  names,  or  to  keep  them. 
But  I  hadnt  ought  to  complain,  for 
the  whole  country  has  changed  in  my 
time;  I  mind  the  revolution;  and 
now  there  is  a  new  President  over 
all,  and  a  new  Mayer  over  you.  ,1 
write  but  sildom,  and  meant  to  have 
filled  my  time  and  paper  with  a  case. 
It  was  the  case  of  a  Miss  Abby  Wil- 
ty  of  this  Shire  aged  seventy  nine. 
Miss  Abby  died,  and  a  young  doctor 
opened  her,  I  cannot  precisely  tell 
what  he  found  in  her,  for  I  never  saw 
the  inside  of  a  corpse  before,  and  he 
promised  to  send  you  an  account  of 
the  extraordinary  matters  discovered. 
If  I  do  not  soon  see  it  in  your  week- 
ly, I  shall  jog  his  elbow  about  it. 
A  constant  reader  will  be  obliged  by 
this  being  printed. 
—  —  —  shire, 
December  first. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 
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EnJing  Jan.  15,  at  noon. 

Jan.  10.  Enoch  Haskell,  jr. 

11.  Margaret  Harken, 
Elijah  Whitney, 
Dinah  Boardway, 

12.  Mary   Moresey, 
Lyman  G.  Smith, 

13.  Mary  E.  Eayrs, 
Asa  Pettengill, 
'J'homas  FaithfuII, 
Catharine  Barnard, 
Edward  Peirce, 

14.  Elizabeth  Ann  Low, 
Joseph  Orson, 
Eliza  Gale, 

Miranda  Hastat,  3  mo. 

Maria  Barnes,       ,  10  d. 

15.  Mary  A.  Roberts,  17  mo. 
J<Jin  A.  Bacon,                     45  yrs. 

Consumption,  4 — childbed,  1 — canker,  1 — 
dysentery,  1 — inflammation  on  the  lungs,  1  — 
infantile,  1 — lung  fever,  2— sudden,  l^teeth- 
ing,  1 — typhous  fever,  1 — throat  distemper,  1 
—unknown,  3.  Males,  8— females,  11.  Still- 
born, 1.     Total,  20. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

IMEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAL\E 
AT  BOWDOIN  COLLEGE. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at 
the  Medical  School  of  Maine,  will 
commence  at  Brunswick  on  Tuesday, 
February  i24,  1829,  and  will  continue 
three  months. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 

Delamatter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery 

Western  Col.  Phyu.  and  Surg.  N.  York. 
Chemistry  and  Ma'nria  Medica,  Parker 

Cleavelam),  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  John  D.  Wells, 

M.D. 
Obstretrics,  James  McKean,  M.D. 

Degrees  are  conferred,  after  the  usual 
examination,  at  the  close  of  the  Lectures, 
and  at  the  annual  commencement  in 
September. 

The  Library  and  Cabinet  have  receiv- 
ed considerable  additions,  and  the  Lec- 
ture-Rooms have  been  enlarged,  since 
the  last  course  of  Lectures.  4t. 

Brunsirick,  Jan.  1,  1829. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  k  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  \^'h?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co.,— MANUEL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  S TETHOSCOPK,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
■with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 

ep3w  Jan.  20. 

NATHAN  JARVIS, 
Druggist  and  Apothtcary^ 

HAS  taken    the    Apothecaries'  Hall, 
No.  188,  Washington  Street  (lately 
kept  by  Messrs.  Wm.  B.  &  Henry  White.) 


His  stock  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  is  com- 
plete and  genuine.  Physicians  and  oth- 
ers are  assured  that  their  orders,  prescrip- 
tions, &c.  will  meet  with  prompt  and 
strict  personal  attention.  ' 

The   old  friends  of  this  establishment 
are  requested  to  continue  their  patronage^ 

EUROPEAN  LEECHES. 

CHARLES  WHITE,  No.  269  W^ash- 
ington  St.,  Corner  of  Winter  St.,  has 
received  a  supply  of  GERMAN  and 
PORTUGUESE  LEECHES. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 

On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved^  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  doli-ars 
shall  be  offe-red  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habihial  use  of  stimulating  drink?  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  bod}\" 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  ofler 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton.  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,      ) 

ZAHDIKL  B.  ADAMS,    \  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE,  ) 
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I. 

J\''otes  of  a  Case  of  Diabetes  Mel- 
litus. 

Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal, 

By  Walter  Channing,  M.D, 

August  28,  1828.— This  was  a 
middle  aged  man,  who  had  two 
months  before  I  saw  him  been 
attacked  with  diarrhoea,  which, 
two  weeks  after  it  occurred,  gave 
place  to  paruria  mellita,  diabetes 
mellitus.  When  first  seen,  he 
exhibited  the  external  symptoms 
of  this  disease,  and  his  history 
made  its  character^  suflicicntly 
obvious.  The  body  was  greatly 
emaciated  ;  the  temples  and  eyes 
hollow  ;  circumscribed  flush  on 
the  cheeks  ;  tongue  red,  v»ith 
patchy  white  coai  ;  dry  ;  inside  of 
mouth  and  lips  dry,  making  speak- 
ing and  protrusion  of  tongue  awk- 
ward and  difficult.  Thirst  great; 
appetite  canine  ;  bowels  costive  ; 
pulse  nearly  natural;  skin  dry  and 
rough  ;  temperature  irregular  ; 
pain  in  the  chest ;  dyspnoea;  urine 
51 


120  ounces  a  day  ;  sleep  wretch- 
ed, and  broken  to  evacuate  urine. 
On  examination,  the  urine  was 
found  to  be  in  color  a  light  straw, 
transparent,  like  highly  clarified 
wine,  wholly  without  odor,  of  a 
very  pleasant  sweet  taste,  resem- 
bling exactly  a  solution  of  loaf  su- 
gar in  pure  water;  and,  on  boiling, 
eight  ounces  deposited  one  ounce 
of  pure  molasses. 

It  was  obvious,  from  all  that 
has  now  been  stated,  that  a  very 
severe  form  of  diabetes  existed 
in  this  case.  I  had  again  and 
again  observed  the  progress  of 
this  disease,  and  did  not  forget 
how  little  medicine  had  done  for 
it.  This  was  a  more  recent  case 
than  I  had  before  seen,  and  in  this 
single  circumstance  there  seemed 
a  promise  that  mor^  might  be 
hoped  fron)  medicine. 

The  indications  were  not  ob- 
scure. Very  obstinate  costive- 
ness  was  to  be  overcome, — a  vo- 
racious appetite  controlled, —  the 
quantity  of  urine  to  be  diminished, 
— its    sensible    qualities    and    its 
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chemical  constituents  altered, — 
and,  finally,  healthful  assimilation, 
secretion  and  excretion,  restored. 
It  was  attempted  to  answer  these 
indications  by  active  cathartics, 
by  a  strictly  animal  diet,  and  by 
such  an  use  of  opium  as  might  be 
taken  with  safety.  The  cathar- 
tics were,  rochelle  salts,  infusion 
of  senna,  and  croton  oil,  made  into 
pills  with  powdered  aloes.  He 
began  with  two  grains  of  opium 
once  in  two  hours  through  the  day, 
and  five  grains  at  bed-time.  The 
dose  was  gradually  increased  from 
two  grains  to  six  in  a  pill,  and  from 
four  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours 
to  seven, — making  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  opium  in  one  day,  forty-two 
grains.  This  was  on  Oct.  4th. 
This  quantity  produced  but  little 
sleep,  and  a  discharge  from  the 
bowels  was  procured  by  an  ene- 
ma. He  ate  on  that  day  an  unu- 
sual quantity  of  food,  and  vomited 
copiously.  The  urine  was  52 
ounces.  The  greatest  quantity 
of  urine  was  on  the  lOtli  of  Sep- 
tember, and  amounted,  by  mea- 
sure, to  l44r  ounces.  He  took  on 
that  day  three  pills  of  opium  of 
five  grains  each,  and  nitrous  acid, 
largely  diluted  with  water,  which 
somewhat  increased  the  ordinary 
daily  fiuid  ingesta.  This  acid 
was  prescribed  from  known  effects 
when  added  to  urine.  The  ordi- 
nary liquid  drank  daily  was  about 
forty  ounces. 

What  were  the  effects  of  opium 
in  this  case?  The  quantity  taken 
was  large,  and  the  inquiry  is  an 
interesting  one.  At  first,  the  pa- 
tient slept  better.  Instead  of 
being  called  from  sleep  very  of- 
ten in  the  night,  from  six  to  nine 
times,  to  relieve  the  bladder,  the 
calls  were  diminished  to  one  or 
two  at  most.  The  appetite  was 
lessened,  and  the  ravenous  craving 


at  times  was  entirely  wanting. 
The  change  in  the  appearance  of 
the  tongue  was  striking.  It  was 
most  healthful  when  opium  was 
most  freely  given.  The  thirst 
was  not  increased;  the  circulation 
and  respiration  were  natural;  cos- 
tiveness  was  perhaps  not  more 
obstinate  than  when  he  began  the 
treatment.  This  had  been  a  pre- 
vious symptom  of  the  disease. 
The  quantity  of  the  urine  was 
sensibly,  and  at  times  greatly  di- 
minished, being  at  times  no  great- 
er than  the  liquid  ingesta.  But  it 
was  not  only  or  principally  in  the 
quantity  that  change  was  mani- 
fested while  using  opium.  The 
sensible  and  chemical  characters 
of  the  urine  were  greatly  chang- 
ed. The  ordinary  odor,  and  the 
acrid  taste  of  urea  were  evident, 
and  the  sweet  taste  much  dimi- 
nished. Chemical  analysis  con- 
firmed the  evidence  of  the  senses, 
and  showed  that  the  ordinary  con- 
stituents of  healthful,  natural  urine 
were  present.  All  these  facts 
are  important,  and  seem  to  au- 
thorize farther  trial  of  opium.  It 
should  have  been  added  that  the 
nitrous  acid  was  tried,  but  for  a 
day  or  two  ;  its  operation  on  the 
stomach  was  so  distressing,  pro- 
ducing nausea  and  vomiting,  even 
in  veiy  small  doses,  that  its  use 
was  soon  discontinued.  Occasion- 
ally opium  was  omitted  for  a  day 
or  two,  but  always  with  an  obvious 
increase  of  urine.  Quinine  was 
added  to  the  opium  at  an  advanced 
period  of  the  disease,  but  with  no 
apparent  benefit  ;  nor  did  loss  of 
blood  by  cupping  over  the  region 
of  the  kidneys  lessen  the  excre- 
tion. For  the  pain  in  the  side, 
and  for  occasional  cough,  vesica- 
tion and  alterative  doses  of  calo- 
mel soon  procured  relief.  One 
symptom  in  this   case  was  a  very 
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troublesome  one,  and  which  is 
truly  characteristic  of  the  disease. 
This  was  strong  desire  for  prohi- 
bited articles  of  food,  and  these 
Avere  furtively  obtained  whenever 
this  could  be  done.  Thus,  I  dis- 
covered that  he  had  eaten  in  a 
day,  almost  at  once,  all  the  sugar 
again  and  again  from  the  bowl, 
which  was  large  enough  to  supply 
a  table  of  a  dozen  or  more  men. 
In  the  main,  however,  the  diet 
was  rigidly  adhered  to. 

Oct.  16th.  Being  quite  as  well 
as  for  some  weeks  back,  he  was 
permitted  to  go  abroad,  having 
lived  remote  from  his  friends  since 
I  began  my  attendance  on  him, 
but  in  a  situation  allowing  free 
exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  re- 
markable for  its  healthfulness. 
His  regimen  had  been,  from  the 
time  I  first  saw  him,  Aug.  28th, 
very  strictly  adhered  to.  He 
was  absent  six  hours,  and  returned 
very  ill,  vomiting  copiously,  meat, 
fruit,  beer,  and  ardent  spirits. 
He  was  evidently  intoxicated,  and 
too  ill  to  give  any  account  of  him- 
self. Involuntary  dejections  soon 
came  on,  with  constant  delirium, 
great  restlessness, — lying  with  his 
eyes  half  closed, — balls  rolled  up, 
■ — respiration  deep,  heavy,  spas- 
modic, and  approaching  to  stertor, 
— skin  everywhere  cold, — pulse 
120,  very  small  and  feeble, — face 
hippocratic, — abdomen  retracted, 
— urine  very  copious,  not  mea- 
sured. Medicines  were  given, 
but  without  relief ;  and  he  died 
4,  P.  M. 

Examination    eighteen   hours    post- 
mortem. 

Thorax.  Lungs  :  slight  adhe- 
sion of  right  lung  ;  lung  indurated 
under  this,  and  for  two  or  three 
inches  aro-ind,  near  second  rib. 
Ah  incision  being  made,  small  tu- 


bercles were  discovered,  some  of 
which  had  begun  to  suppurate. 

Heart  rather  small,  not  mor- 
bid. 

Abdomen.  Spleen  very  small 
and  shrivelled. 

Stomach  contained  about  eight 
ounces  of  thick  greenish  yellow 
fluid.  Lesser  curvature,  between 
cardiac  and  pyloric  orifices,  rau- 
cous membrane  presented  small 
patches,  generally  one  inch  in  di- 
ameter, of  a  dark  red  color,  ar-' 
ranged  in  a  line  corresponding  to 
lesser  curvature.  Between  these 
patches,  several  yellowish  lines, 
one  third  of  an  inch  broad.  At 
cardiac  orifice,  mucous  membrane 
was  of  a  dark  brown  color,  ex- 
tending up  the  oesophagus  two  or 
three  inches.  Every  part  of  mu- 
cous membrane  was  opaque  and 
apparently  thickened. 

Liver  healthy  ;  perhaps  less 
firm  than  usual. 

Thoracic  duct  readily  admitted 
air  to  pass  up  into  the  subclavian, 
and  several  large  branches  of  the 
lacteals  were  seen  running  to- 
wards the  kidneys  when  inflated. 

Spleen  and  Pancreas  not  dis- 
eased. 

Vessels  of  mesentery  and  small 
intestines,  throughout  turgid  with 
blood,  presenting  externally  a 
mottled  appearance. 

Kidneys  exhibited  no  remarka- 
ble appearance  ;  the  cryptae  ap- 
peared rather  more  large  and  con- 
spicuous perhaps  than  natural. 
The  mamillary  processes  were  of 
a  more  florid  red  color  than  usual; 
tubuli  uriniferi  very  distinct,  a:id 
morbidly  dark  colored  ;.  kidneys 
small  in  size,  but  of  natural  firm- 
ness of  texture. 

Ureters  and  Pelvis  of  kidneys 
enlarged  and  flaccid. 

Bladder  moderately  distended, 
six    inches    in    diameter  ;    coals 
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thickened  ;   openings  of  the   ure- 
ters relaxed  and  flaccid. 

Remarks. 

In  looking  back  upon  this  case, 
and  especially  the  post-mortem 
examination,  it  may  be  asked, 
what  light  does  it  shed  upon  that 
most  obscure  question  of  patholo- 
gy, the  nature  of  diabetes  melli- 
tus  ;  and  what  do  we  learn  from  it 
concerning  the  treatment  ?  If  it 
be  inferred  from  the  partial  bene- 
fits derived  from  opium,  that  in 
this  case  opium  is  recommended 
as  a  specific  for  diabetes,  the  pur- 
pose of  the  communication  will 
not  be  accomplished.  Butopiuoi 
has  been  tried  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  with  alleged  success. 
The  doses  there  were,  however, 
much  larger  than  my  patient  ever 
took.  Some  confirmation  is  af- 
forded the  foreign  practice  by  this 
case,  and  though  accidentally  fa- 
tal, and  perhaps  never  so  greatly 
relieved  as  to  furnish  any  well 
founded  hope  of  ultimate  recove- 
ry, still  enough  was  gained  to 
warrant,  in  the  failure  of  other 
means,  a  fair  trial  of  other  reme- 
dies, and  among  these,  of  opium. 

What,  in  the  next  place,  is  this 
disease  ?  In  what  disturbance, 
and  of  what  functions,  is  its  near- 
est cause  to  be  found  ?  It  is  fre- 
quently fatal,  nay,  some  have  said 
most  commonly  so,  by  the  occur- 
rence of  phthisis  pulmonalis  during 
its  progress  ;  and  such  would  pro- 
bably have  been  the  case  in  the 
present  instance.  The  lungs  were 
in  an  incipient  stage  of  tubercular 
disease.  From  the  frequency  of 
pulmonic  alTections  in  diabetes, 
may  we  not  look  for  its  cause  in 
such  a  state  of  the  lungs  as  pre- 
vents perfect  sanguification, — 
such  changes  not  having  been  pro- 
duced in  the  chyle  after  entering 


the  circulation,  as  to  animalyze  it 
perfectly, — and  hence  the  excre- 
tion of  one  of  its  constituents,  su- 
gar, and  a  want  of  the  elements 
of  urea.  In  what  the  disease  of 
the  lungs  in  diabetes  difl'ers  from 
the  ordinary  morbid  afl'ections  of 
this  organ  has  not  been  investigat- 
ed. Some  have  ascribed  the  dis- 
ease to  a  morbid  state  of  the  kid- 
neys. The  kidneys  in  this  case 
were  but  slightly  diseased.  The 
appearances  in  the  stomach  and 
its  appendages  were  doubtless 
produced  by  the  errors  in  food 
and  drink  committed  by  the  pa- 
tient while  abroad. 


II. 

Report  of  tJie  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed hy  the  House  of  Commons 
to  inquire  into  the  Planner  of  ob- 
taining Subjects  for  Dissection  in 
the  Schools  of  Anatomy^  and  into 
the  State  of  the  Law  affecting  the 
Persons  employed  in  obtaining  or 
dissecting  Bodies. 

Concluded  from  page  792. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  student  to 
obtain,  before  entering  into  prac- 
tice, the  most  perfect  knowledge 
he  is  able  of  his  profession,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  study  tho- 
roughly the  structure  and  functions 
of  the  human  body,  in  which  study 
he  can  only  succeed  by  frequent 
and  repeated  dissection.  But  his 
wants  caiuiot  be  adequately  sup- 
plied in  this  country,  except  at  an 
expense  amounting  nearly  to  a 
prohibition,  which  can  be  afl'orded 
only  by  the  most  wealthy,  and 
precludes  many  students  from  dis- 
secting altogether.  From  the 
precariousness  or  insufficiency  of 
the  supply,  the  dissections  and 
lectures  are  often  suspended  for 
many  weeks,  during  which  the 
pupils  are  exposed  to   the  danger 
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of  acquiring  habits  of  dissipation 
and  indolence;  and,  from  the  same 
causes,  that  important  part  of 
surgical  education  is  usually  omit- 
ted, which  consists  in  teaching 
how  to  perform  on  the  dead  body 
those  operations  which  the  student 
may  afterwards  be  required  to 
practise  on  the  living.  But  not 
only  does  the  student  find  dissec- 
tion expensive  and  difficult  of  at- 
tainment, but  he  cannot  practise 
it  without  either  committing  an 
infringement  of  the  law  himself, 
or  taking  advantage  of  one  com- 
mitted by  others.  In  the  former 
case  he  must  expose  himself  to 
imminent  hazard,  and  in  either  he 
may  incur  severe  penalties,  and 
be  exposed  to  public  obloquy. 
The  law,  through  the  medium  of 
the  authorities  entrusted  with 
conferring  diplomas,  and  of  the 
boards  deputed  by  them  to  exa- 
mine candidates  for  public  ser- 
vice, requires  satisfactory  proof 
of  proficiency  in  anatomical  sci- 
ence, although  there  are  no  means 
of  acquiring  that  proficiency  with- 
out committing  daily  offences 
against  the  law.  The  illegality 
and  the  difficulties  attending  the 
acquisition  of  the  science  dispose 
the  examiners  in  some  cases  to 
relax  the  strictness  of  their  exa- 
mination, and  induce  them,  in  the 
case  of  the  Apotliecaries'  Compa- 
ny, to  dispense  witb  dissection  al- 
together ;  the  persons  to  whom 
certificates  are  granted  by  the 
examiners  of  this  Company  being 
those  who,  from  their  numbers* 
and  extensive  practice,  ought,  es- 
pecially, for  the  safety  of  the  pub- 
lic, to  be  well  instructed.  The 
annual  number  of  certificates  so 
granted  exceeds  400. 


*  Computed  at  10,000  la  England  and 
Wales. 


The  teacher  of  anatomy,  be- 
sides the  evils  which  befal  him  in 
common  with  the  student,  has  to 
suffer  others,  arising  also  out  of 
the  state  of  the  law,  which  afiiect 
him  with  peculiar  hardship.  The 
obstacles  which  impede  the  study 
of  anatomy  in  this  country  are 
such,  and  the  facilities  presented 
to  the  study  in  foreign  countries 
are  so  great,  that  those  English 
students  who  are  desirous  of  ob-. 
taining  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  science,  desert  the  schools  at 
home  and  repair  to  those  abroad. 
Their  principal  resort  is  to  Paris, 
where  200  English  students  of 
anatomy  are  now  pursuing  their 
course  of  instruction.  Dissection 
probably,  under  these  circum- 
stances, would  scarcely  be  fol- 
lowed at  home,  were  it  not  for 
the  regulations  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  which  require  the  can- 
didates for  the  diploma  of  the  col- 
lege to  have  learned  the  practice 
of  surgery  in  a  recognized  school 
within  the  united  kingdom;  so  that 
the  student,  during  the  period  re- 
quired for  learning  this  practice, 
in  order  that  he  may  tlie  sooner 
become  qualified  for  his  profes- 
sion, employs  a  part  of  his  time  in 
learning  also  to  dissect.  These 
disadvantages  affecting  the  teach- 
er are  such,  that,  except  in  the 
most  frequented  schools  attached 
to  the  greater  hos])itals,  few  have 
been  able  to  continue  teaching 
with  profit,  and  some  private 
teachers  have  been  compelled  to 
give  up  their  schools.  To  the 
evils  enumerated  it  mjay  be  add- 
ed, that  it  is  distressing  to  men  of 
good  education  and  character  to 
be  compelled  to  resort,  for  their 
means  of  teaching,  to  a  constant 
infraction  of  the  laws  of  their 
country,  and  to  be  made  depen- 
dent, for  their  professional  exist- 
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ence,  on  the  necessary  caprices 
of  the  most  abandoned  class  in  the 
community. 

But  it  is  not  only  to  the  stu- 
dent, while  learning  the  rudiments 
of  the  science,  and  to  the  teacher, 
while  endeavoring  to  improve  it, 
that  dissection  is  necessary,  and 
the  operation  of  the  law  injurious. 
It  is  essential  also  to  the  practi- 
tioner, that,  during  the  whole 
course  of  his  professional  career, 
he  should  dissect,  in  order  to  keep 
up  his  stock  of  knowledge,  and  to 
practise  frequently  on  the  dead 
subject,  lest,  by  venturing  to  do 
so  unskilfully  on  the  living,  he  ex- 
pose his  patients  to  imminent  pe- 
ril. He  is  required  also,  in  many 
important  cases,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, to  guide  the  judgment  of 
judges  and  of  jurors,  and  would  be 
rebuked  were  he  to  confess,  upon 
any  such  occasion,  that,  from  hav- 
ing neglected  the  practice  of  dis- 
section, he  was  unable  to  throw 
light  upon  a  point  at  issue  in  that 
science  which  he  professed.  He 
is  liable,  in  a  civil  action,  to  da- 
mages for  errors  in  practice,  due 
to  professional  ignorance  ;  though 
at  the  same  time  he  may  be  visit- 
ed with  penalties  as  a  criminal, 
for  endeavoring  to  take  the  only 
means  of  obtaining  professional 
knowledge. 

Under  these  circumstances,  af- 
fecting equally  the  student,  teach- 
er, and  practitioner,  the  Commit- 
tee were  not  surprised  to  find  that 
this  inquiry  excited  considerable 
interest  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  that  numerous  petitions  from 
all  classes  of  the  profession,  con- 
nected with  the  science  of  anato- 
my, were  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  House,  unifdrmly  praying  for 
an  amendment  of  the  existing  law 
on  the  subject. 

But  independently  of  the  bear- 
ings  of  the   question  on  the  inte- 


rests of  medical  practitioners,  and 
on  the  health  of  the  community, 
the  system  pursued  is  productive 
of  great  evil,  by  training  up  a  race 
of  men  in  habits  eminently  calcu- 
lated to  debase  them,  and  to  pre- 
pare them  for  the  commission  of 
violent  and  daring  offences.     The 
number  of  persons  who  in  London 
regularly  live  by  raising  bodies,  is 
stated  by  the  two  police  officers 
examined   by  the  Committee  not 
to  exceed  ten;  but  the  number  of 
persons  occasionally  employed  in 
the  same  occupation  is  stated  by 
the  same  witnesses  to  be  nearly 
200.     Nearly  the  whole  of  these 
individuals,  as   is  admitted  by  the 
exhumators  themselves,  who  vTere 
examined  before  the  Committee, 
are  occupied  also  in  thieving,  and 
form  the  most  desperate  and  aban- 
doned   class    of    the    community. 
If,  with  a  view  to  favor  anatomy, 
exhumation  should  be  allowed  to 
continue,  it  appears  almost  a  ne- 
cessary consequence  that  thieves 
also     should    be    tolerated.       It 
should    seem   useless,    however, 
with  a  view  to  suppress  exhuma- 
tion, to  endeavor  to  execute  the 
existing   laws  with  increased  se- 
verity, or  to  enact  new  and  more 
rigorous  ones.     The  effect  of  in- 
terpreting and  executing  tlie  laws 
v.ith  increasing  rigor  has  been,  not 
to    suppress   exhumation,  but    to 
raise  the  price   of  bodies,  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  exhumat- 
ors.     So  long  as  there  is  no  legal- 
ized  mode  of  supplying  the  dis- 
secting schools,  so  long  the   prac- 
tice of  disinterment  will  continue; 
but  if  other  measures  were  devis- 
ed, which  would   legalize  and  in- 
sure   a    regular,    plentiful,    and 
cheap  supply,  the  practice  of  dis- 
interring bodies,  and  of  receiving 
them,  would  of  necessity  be   en- 
tirely abandoned. 

Before  adverting  to  those  new 
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methods  for  obtaining  an  adequate  Hopital  de  la  Pitie.  These  are 
supply  of  subjects  which  have  supplied  exclusively  from  the 
been  suggested  by  the  witnesses  different  hospitals,  and  from  the 
who  have  been  examined  before  institutions  for  maintaining  pau- 
the  Committee,  they  will  state  in  pers,  the  supply  from  certain  of 
what  manner,  according  to  the  these  establishments  being  appro- 
evidence  adduced,  the  schools  of  priated  to  one  school,  and  that 
anatomy  at  Paris  are  provided,  from  the  remaining  establishments 
They  have  also  inquired  into  the  to  the  other, 
practice  of  some  other  foreign  The  distribution  of  subjects  is 
schools,  for  an  account  of  which  confided  to  a  public  officer,  the 
they  beg  to  refer  to  the  evidence  Chef  des  travaux  Anatomiques. 
itself;  and  they  dwell  upon  the  He  causes  them  to  be  conveyed 
practice  of  the  schools  at  Paris,  from  the  hospitals  at  an  early  hour 
because  it  approaches  most  nearly  in  a  covered  carriage,  so  con- 
to  the  plan  recommended  by  most  structed  as  not  to  attract  notice, 
of  the  witnesses  for  adoption  in  to  a  building  at  the  schools  set 
this  country.  apart    for    that    purpose.      They 

The  administration  of  all  the  are  then  distributed  by  the  pro- 
hospitals  at  Paris,  since  the  period  secteurs  to  the  students  ;  and  af- 
of  the  Revolution,  has  been  con-  ter  dissection,  being  again  enve- 
fided  to  a  public  board  of  manage-  loped  in  cloth,  are  conveyed  to 
ment.  The  rule  at  the  hospitals  the  nearest  place  of  interment, 
is,  that  every  patient  who  dies  The  students  at  the  Ecole  de 
shall  be  attended  by  a  priest,  and  la  Medecine  consist  of  young  men 
that,  after  the  performance  of  the  who  have  distinguished  themselves 
usual  ceremonies  of  the  Catholic  at  a  public  examination,  though 
church,  the  body  shall  be  remov-  the  person  at  the  head  of  the  es- 
ed  from  the  chapel  attached  to  tablishment  is  also  allowed  to  ad- 
the  hospital  to  the  dead  room,  and  mit  pupils  to  dissect.  The  school 
there  remain  for  twenty-four  of  La  Pitie  is  open  to  students  of 
hours,  if  not  sooner  claimed  by  all  nations,  who,  on  entering  them- 
the  relatives.  Bodies  may  be  selves,  may  be  supplied  with  as 
examined  after  death,  by  the  me-  many  subjects  as  they  require,  at 
dical  officers  attached  to  a  hospi-  a  price  varying,  according  to  the 
tal,  but  may  not  be  dissected  by  state  in  which  the  body  is,  from 
them.  A  body,  if  claimed  by  the  three  to  twelve  francs  ;  priority 
friends  after  examination,  is  sew-  of  choice,  however,  being  given 
ed  up  in  a  clean  cloth  before  be-  to  the  ('leves  internes  of  the  dif- 
ing  delivered  to  them.  If  not  ferent  hospitals,  and  the  subjects 
claimed  within  twenty-four  hours  being  delivered  to  them  at  a  re- 
after  death,  after  being  enveloped  duced  price.  English  surgeons 
in  a  cloth  in  a  similar  manner,  it  were  here  permitted,  until  late- 
is  sent,  in  the  manner  hereafter  ly,  to  engage  private  rooms  for 
described,  to  one  of  the  dissecting  the  purpose  of  lecturing  on  anato- 
schools.  my  to  students  of  their  own  nation, 

There  are  no  private  dissecting  and  to  superintend  their  labors  in 

schools   at  Paris,  but  two   public  the   dissecting   room.     From   the 

ones  ;   that    of  the   Ecole   de  la  protection    and     facilities    which 

Medecine,  and  that  adjoining  the  have   thus  been  afforded   to   the 
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study  of  anatomy  at  Paris,  it  has 
become  the  resort  of  the  medical 
students  of  all  nations  ;  the  prac- 
tice of  exhumation  is  wholly  un- 
known, and  the  feelings  of  the 
people  appear  not  to  be  violated. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  almost  all 
the  witnesses,  that  the  adoption 
in  this  country  of  a  plan  similar  in 
most  respects  to  that  which  pre- 
vails in  France,  would  afford  a 
simple  and  adequate  remedy  for 
the  existing  evils.  They  recom- 
mend that  the  bodies  of  those  who 
during  life  have  been  maintained 
at  the  public  charge,  and  who  die 
in  workhouses,  hospitals,  and  other 
charitable  institutions,  should,  if 
not  claimed  by  next  of  kin  within 
a  certain  time  after  death,  be 
given  up  under  proper  regulations 
to  the  anatomist ;  and  some  of  the 
witnesses  would  extend  the  same 
rule  to  the  unclaimed  bodies  of 
those  who  die  in  prisons,  peniten- 
tiaries, and  other  places  of  con- 
finement. In  the  hospitals  which 
supply  subjects  to  the  anatomical 
schools  of  France  and  Italy,  reli- 
gious rites  are  paid  to  the  dead 
before  giving  up  the  bodies  for 
dissection  ;  in  the  plan  proposed 
for  this  country,  most  of  the  wit- 
nesses recommend  that  the  per- 
formance of  religious  rites  should 
be  deferred  until  after  dissection, 
and  they  are  anxious  that  the  ana- 
tomist should  be  required,  under 
adequate  securities,  or  a  system 
of  effective  superintendence,  to 
cause  to  be  administered,  at  his 
own  expense,  to  the  bodies  which 
he  dissects,  religious  solemnities 
and  the  usual  rites  of  burial. 

The  plan  proposed  has  this  es- 
sential circumstance  to  recom- 
mend it, — that,  provided  it  were 
carried  into  effect,  it  would  yield 
a  supply  of  subjects  that,  in  Lon- 
don at  least,  would  be  adequate 


to  the  wants  of  the  anatomist. 
The  number  of  anatomical  stu- 
dents resorting  annually  to  Lon- 
don, and  the  number  of  subjects 
with  which  they  ought  to  be  sup- 
plied, have  been  already  stated. 
It  appears  from  the  returns  ob- 
tained by  the  Committee  from 
127  of  the  parishes  situate  in  Loo- 
don,  Westminster,  and  Southwark, 
or  their  immediate  vicinity^  that 
out  of  3744  persons  who  died  in 
the  workhouses  of  these  parishes 
in  the  year  1827,  3108  were  bu- 
ried at  the  parish  expense  ;  and 
that  of  these,  about  1108  were 
not  attended  to  their  graves  by 
any  relations.  There  are  many 
parishes  in  and  around  London, 
from  which,  at  the  time  of  making 
this  Report,  returns  had  not  been 
delivered  in  ;  but  it  may  be  infer- 
red from  those  returns  which  have 
been  procured,  that  the  supply  to 
be  obtained  from  this  source  alone, 
would  be  many  times  greater  than 
that  now  obtained  by  disinterment; 
that,  when  added  to  the  supply  to 
be  derived  from  those  other 
sources  which  have  been  pointed 
out,  it  would  be  more  than  com- 
mensurate to  the  wants  of  the 
student,  and  consequently,  that 
the  plan,  if  adopted,  as  meeting 
the  exigences  of  the  case,  would 
eventually  be  the  means  of  sup- 
pressing the  practice  of  exhuma- 
tion. 

If  it  be  an  object  deeply  inte- 
resting to  the  feelings  of  the  com- 
munity that  the  remains  of  friends 
and  relations  should  rest  undis- 
turbed, that  object  can  only  be 
effected  by  giving  up  for  dissection 
a  certain  portion  of  the  whole,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  remainder 
from  distuibance.  Exhumation  is 
condemned  as  seizing  its  objects 
indiscriminately, — as,  in  conse- 
quence, exciting  apprehensions  in 
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the  minds  of  the  whole  comrauni-  be  found  impracticable  to  recon- 
ty, — and  as  outraging  in  the  high-  cile  the  public  to  its  introduction; 
est  degree  when  discovered,  the  and  one,  in  particular,  apprehends 
feelings  of  relations.  If  selection  that  religious  feeling  mtiy  impede 
then  be  necessary,  what  bodies  its  adoption.  An  oljjection  found- 
ought  to  be  selected  but  the  bo-  ed  on  religious  feeling  does  not 
dies  of  those  who  have  either  no  apply  to  the  plan  in  question  only, 
known  relations  whose  feelings  but  would  be  equally  valid,  gene- 
would  be  outraged,  or  such  only  rally,  against  all  dissections  what- 
as  by  not  claiming  the  body  would  soever;  and  should  lead  those  who 
evince  indifference  on  the  subject  urge  it,  consistently  with  their 
of  dissection  ?  It  may  be  argued,  o\vn  principles,  to  endeavor  to  put 
perhaps,  that  the  principle  of  se-  down  altogether  the  study  of  prac- 
iection,  according  to  the  plan  pro-  tical  anatomy, 
posed,  is  not  just,  as  it  would  not  Though  it  may  be  true  that  the 
affect  equally  all  classes  of  the  public  are  to  a  certain  degree 
public  ;  since  the  bodies  to  be  averse  to  dissection,  yet  it  is  sa- 
chosen  would,  necessarily,  be  tisfactory  to  find  several  of  the 
those  of  the  poor  only.  To  this  witnesses  adducing  facts  to  prove 
it  may  be  replied, — 1st,  that  even  that  those  feelings  of  aversion  are 
were  the  force  of  this  objection  on  the  decline.  They  state  that 
to  a  certain  degree  admitted,  yet  in  those  parish  infirmaries  where 
that,  to  judge  fairly  of  the  plan,  the  bodies  of  those  who  die  are 
its  inconveniences  must  be  com-  examined,  as  the  practice  has 
pared  with  those  of  the  existing  become  common,  it  has  been 
system  ;  which  system,  according  viewed  with  less  jealousy  :  that 
to  the  evidences  adduced,  is  liable  in  those  hospitals  where  a  similar 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  same  rule  prevails,  neither  patients 
objection,  since  the  bodies  exhu-  themselves  are  deterred  from 
mated  are  principally  those  of  the  applying  for  admission,  nor  their 
poor;  2dly,  that  the  evils  of  this,  relatives  on  their  behalf;  that 
or  of  any  other  j^lan  to  be  propos-  the  addition  of  public  dissecting 
ed  on  this  subject,  must  be  judged  rooms  to  hospitals  has  not  produc- 
of  by  the  distress  which  it  would  ed  any  diminution  in  the  number 
occasion  to  the  feelings  of  surviv-  of  applications  for  relief  within 
ing  relations,  and  the  unfairness  the  walls  of  those  hospitals  ;  and 
to  one  or  another  class  of  the  that,  by  reasoning  with  the  friends 
community,  by  the  degree  of  dis-  of  those  who  die,  and  by  explain- 
tress  inflicted  on  one  class  rather  ing  to  them  how  important  it  is 
than  another  ;  but  where  there  to  the  art  of  healing  that  exami- 
are  no  relations  to  suffer  distress,  nation  should  take  place  after 
there  can  be  no  inequality  of  suf-  death,  they  may  usually  be  brought 
fering,  and,  consequently,  no  un-  to  consent  to  the  bodies  of  their 
fairness  shown  to  one  class  more  friends  being  ejcamined.  Hence 
than  another.  it  is  argued,  that  in  involving  the 
One  or  two  of  the  \vitnesses,  subject  of  dissection  in  mystery, 
who  appear  to  be  either  favora-  as  has  hitherto  been  the  case,  the 
ble,  or  not  opposed  to  the  princi-  public  have  been  treated  injudi- 
ple  of  the  plan,  speak  with  doubt  ciously;  that  with  proper  precau- 
of  its  success,  as  though  it  would  tions,  and  the  light   of  public  dis- 
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cussion  to  guide  them,  they  may 
be  made  to  perceive  the  impor- 
tance of  the  study  generally,  and 
the  reasonableness  of  the  particu- 
lar measure  now  contemplated, 
and  that  when  they  come  to  regard 
it  as  the  means  of  suppressing  ex- 
humation, they  will  receive  it  with 
favor,  and  finally  acquiesce  in  it. 
The  legislative  measures  which 
most  of  the  witnesses  are  desirous 
of,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  car- 
ry the  [)lan  into  effect,  is  the  re- 
peal of  any  existing  law,  which 
would  subject  to  penalties  those 
who  might  be  concerned  in  carry- 
ing the  plan  into  execution  ;  they 
wish  for  an  enactment,  permissive 
and  not  mandatory,  declaring  that 
it  shall  not  be  deemed  illegal  for 
the  governors  of  workhouses,  &c. 
and  for  anatomists,  the  former  to 
dispose  of,  the  latter  to  receive 
and  to  dissect,  the  bodies  of  those 
dying  in  such  workhouses,  &c., 
such  bodies  not  having  been  claim- 
ed, within  a  time  to  be  specified, 
by  any  immediate  relations,  and 
due  provision  beino;  made  for  the 
invariable  perforfnance  of  funeral 
rites.  Some  (ew  of  the  witness- 
es, indeed,  who  state  that  they 
wish  for  the  success  of  the  plan, 
contemplate  any  legislative  inter- 
ference whatever  in  this  matter 
with  apprehension  ;  but  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  aware 
how  nearly  the  cases  decided  by 
the  courts  of  law,  and  already 
adverted  to,  would  apply  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  executing  the  plan 
in  question.  In  those  cases  the 
bodies,  for  the  non-burying  of 
which  the  defendants  were  seve- 
rally convicted,  were  those  of  a 
pauper  who  died  in  a  workhouse, 
and  of  a  person  who  suffered  death 
as  a  felon.  If  these  cases  apply, 
as  it  appears  they  do,  to  persons 
engaged  in  giving  up  or  receiving. 


for  other  purposes  than  for  burial, 
the  bodies  of  the  inmates  of  work- 
houses or  of  prisons,  such  impedi- 
ments to  the  success  of  the  plan 
cannot  be  removed,  as  these  wit- 
nesses think  they  might  be,  simply 
by  the  favorable  interference  of 
the  executive  government,  howe- 
ver disposed  to  show  indulgence 
to  the  profession  ;  but  an  act  of 
the  legislature  can  alone  provide 
a  remedy. 

Amongst  the  measures  that  have 
been  suggested  for  lessening  the 
dislike  of  the  public  to  dissection, 
is  that  of  repealing  the  clause  of 
the  act  of  Geo.  II.,  which  directs 
that  the  bodies  of  murderers  shall 
be  given  up  to  be  anatomized.  It 
appears  from  the  returns  already 
laid  before  the  house,  that,  as 
regards  the  direct  operation  of 
this  clause,  on  the  supply  of  sub- 
jects, the  number  which  it  yields 
to  the  anatoniist  is  so  small  in 
comparison  of  his  total  wants,  that 
the  inconvenience  which  he  would 
sustain  from  its  repeal  would  be 
wholly  unimportant.  As  to  its 
remote  operation,  almost  the 
whole  of  the  witnesses  examined 
before  the  committee,  and  of 
those  whose  written  communica- 
tions will  be  found  in  the  appendix, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  clause  in 
question,  by  attaching  to  dissect  ion 
the  mark  of  ignominy,  increases 
the  dislike  of  the  public  to  anato- 
my, and  they  therefore  are  desir- 
ous that  the  clause  should  be  re- 
pealed. 

The  Committee  would  be  very 
unwilling  to  interfere  with  any 
penal  enactment  which  might 
have,  or  seem  to  have,  a  tendency 
to  pievent  the  commission  of  atro- 
cious crimes  ;  but  as  it  may  be 
reasonably  doubted  whether  the 
dread  of  dissection  can  be  reckon- 
ed amongst  the   obstacles   to  the 
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perpetration  of  such  crimes,  and 
as  it  is  manifest  that  the  clause  in 
question  must  create  a  strong  and 
mischievous  prejudice  against  the 
practice  of  anatomy,  the  Commit- 
tee think  themselves  justified  in 
concluding,  that  more  evil  than 
good  results  from  its  continuance. 
The  Committee  consider  that 
they  would  imperfectly  discharge 
their  duties  if  they  did  not  state 
their  conviction  of  the  importance 
to  the  puhlic  interests  of  the  sub- 
ject of  their  inquiries.  As  the 
members  of  the  profession  are 
well  educated,  so  is  their  ability 
increased  to  remove  or  alleviate 
human  suffering.  As  the  science 
of  anatomy  has  improved,  many 
operations  formerly  thought  ne- 
cessary have  been  altogether  dis- 
pensed with;  most  of  those  retain- 
ed have  been  rendered  more  sim- 
ple, and  many  new  ones  have  been 
performed,  to  the  saving  of  the 
lives  of  the  patients  which  were 
formerly  thought  impossible.  To 
neglect  the  practice  of  dissection 
would  lead  to  the  greatest  aggra- 
vation of  human  misery  ;  since 
anatomy,  if  not  learned  by  that 
practice,  must  be  learned  by 
mangling  the  living.  Though  all 
classes  are  deeply  interested  in 
affording  protection  to  the  study 
of  anatomy,  yet  the  poor  and  mid- 
dle classes  are  the  most  so  ;  they 
will  be  the  most  benefited  by  pro- 
moting it,  and  the  principal  suf- 
ferers by  discouraging  it.  The 
rich,  when  they  require  profes- 
sional assistance,,  can  afford  to 
employ  those  who  have  acquired 
the  reputation  of  practising  suc- 
cessfully. It  is  on  the  poor  that 
the  inexperienced  commence 
their  practice,  and  it  is  to  the 
poor  that  the  practice  of  the  low- 
er order  of  practitioners  is  con- 


fined. It  is,  therefore,  for  the 
interest  of  the  poor  especially, 
that  professional  education  should 
be  rendered  cheap  and  of  easy 
attainment  ;  that  the  lowest  order 
of  practitioners,  (which  is  the 
most  numerous,)  and  the  students 
on  their  first  entry  into  practice, 
may  be  found  well  instructed  in 
the  duties  of  their  profession. 

Such,  on  an  attentive  consider- 
ation of  the  evidence  adduced,  is 
the  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
Committee  on  the  matters  sub- 
mitted to  them  ;  and  it  now  re- 
mains for  the  House  to  consider 
whether  it  will  not  be  expedient 
to  introduce,  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  session,  some  legislative 
measure  which  may  give  effect 
to  the  recommendations  contained 
in  the  present  Report. 

July  22,  1828. 

BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  FEB.  3,  1829. 

Manual  for  the  Use  of  the  Stethos- 
cope.— A   Short    Treatise  on   the 
different  Methods  vf  investigating 
the  Diseases  tf  the  Chest.    Trans- 
lated from  the  French  of  M.  Col- 
lin.     By  W.  N.  RvLAND,   M.D. 
From  the  third  London  Edition  ; 
ivith  Plates,  and  an  Explanatorj/ 
Introduction,  hy  a  Fellow  of  the 
31assachusctts    Medical    Society. 
Boston.    Benjamin  Perkins  &  Co. 
1829. 
We    have  very   few    words    to    say 
about  this  book,  but  we    mean  tiiat 
those  few  shall  be  explicit.       Many 
physicians  are  convinced  of  the  utili- 
ty of  Laennec'sjnode  of  investigating 
thoracic    diseases   by  means   of  the 
stethoscope.      But  they  think  at  the 
same  time  that  the  art  of  using   this 
instrument  cannot  be  acquired  with- 
out  great  difficulty.      We   acknow- 
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ledge  that  it  is  not  to   be  acquired  boston    MEDICAL    DISPENSARY 

without  some   difliculty.       But  is  not  REPORTS, 

this   true   in   respect  to  almost  every  For  the  Month  of  December,  1828. 

branch  of  our  art  ?     It  is  so  true  that  The  weather  was  very  uniform,  mild 

too  many  of  ns  neglect  to  study,  to  and  dry.     More  than  half  of  the  days 

any  practical  purpose,  various  modes  ^^'"'^  ^'^^'"  5   ^^^^   'Q  »!•   t^'e  rest  but 


Of 


of  discrimination,  which  are  at  this 
time  known  in  llie  world.  The  pe- 
riod has  however  arrived,  or  is  fast 
approachins;,  when  this  indolence 
will  not  be  tolerated.  To  young 
men  at  least,  who  have  characters  to 
gain,  we  say  solemnly,  if  they  will 
not  push  forward  in  the  race,  they 
must  be  left  in  obscurity. 

But  as  to  the  stethoscope  ; — here 
is  now  a  manual,  a  pocket  volume, 
which  will  give  them  all  they  need 
to  aid  them  in  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  the  use  of  this  instrument;  not, 
however,  without  they  carry  the  in- 
strument in  their  pockets  likewise, 
nor  without  they  prepare  themselves 
by  applying  it  to  persons  in  health, 
so  as  to  learn  what  it  can  tell  of  the 
natural  sounds  and  impulses  to  be 
discovered,  on  ap[)lying  it  over  the 
lungs  and  the  heart  ;  and,  not  with- 
out they  will  spend  time  enough  to 
apply  it  faiihfLiUy  and  patiently  in 
every  case  of  tlioracic  disease  they 
meet  with.  But  with  due  diligence 
and  fidelity  they  can  learn  to  inspect 
through  this  instrument  the  slate  of 
the  thoracic  viscera,  when   diseased, 

almost  as  distinctly  as  tiiey  can  liter-  

ally  inspect  the' sloughs  and  the  ul-  eastern  district. 

cers  in  the  diseased  fauces.  The  number  of  cases  was  83  :   of 

It  should  be  added  that  this  little    ^^f^^^,  «  were  puerperal,  and  5  were 

1      I        •   .        .    .1  /•    1-  vaccinia  :   83 — 13  =  70  cases  reauir- 

book  points  out  other  means  of   dis-  .  ,.'  ,  .    '"  ^"^"-^  '^4"" 

...        ,       ,.  ,.    ,      ,  ing  medical  or  surgical  treatment.  Of 

linguishing  the  diseases  of  the  heart  *     i        • 

,  ,  ...        ,  _   ,  Arlhrosia  acuta        -         .  2 

and  lungs,  besides  the  use  of  the  ste-  ^o.        chronica  coxendicis  1 

thoscope.  Be.\  couvulsiva        -   ,      -         2 


three,  the  weather  was  fine  and  plea- 
sant.   . 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole    number  of  cases,  72. 
Arthrosia  acuta 

do.       chronica - 
Bex  convulsiva 
Catarrhus  communis 
Causis    -         -         -         . 
Cephalaea  hemicrania 
Cephalitodes  ebriosus 
Cholera  -         _         _ 

Colica  -         -         _ 

Contusio         -         _         . 
Diarrhoea        -         -         . 
Hepatitis  chronica  - 
Herpes  labialis 
Ophthalmia  purulenta 

do.  tara.xis 

Paralysis  particularis 
Paramenia  difficilis 
Parislhmitis  tonsillaris     - 
Paronchia  periostei 
Parturitis        -         -         - 
Paruria  retentio 
Phlegmone  mamm£E 
Pneumonitis  vera    - 
do.  notha  - 

Porrigo  ... 

Proctica  exania 
Scabies  -         -         _ 


Synochus 

Ulcus 
Vuliius 


3 
1 
2 
7 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
6 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
I 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
9 
1 
4 
1 
4 
3 
3 
1 
J.  W.  McKean. 
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Bronchlemmitis       -         -         1 

Bubo  simplex  -         -         1 

Cardialgia  syncopalis       -         1 

Catarrhus        .         -         -         6 

Cauma  -         -         -         -         1 

Causis    -         -         -         -         1 

Cephaleea  gravans  -         -         1 

do.         intensa    -         -         1 

Cephalitis        -         -         -  1 

Cholera  -         -         -         1 

Dysenteria      -        -         -         G 

Dyspepsia      -         -         -         4 

Epilepsia         -         -    .     -         1 

Erysipelas  locale     -         -         2 

Gastritis  -         -         -         2 

Helminthia  alvi  limbric.  -         3 

Hepatitis  chronica  -         1 

Hydrops  abdominis  -         1 

Lichen  urticosus      -         -         2 

Ophthalmia  porriginosa   -         2 

do.         taraxis  -         2 

Paralysis  rhagialgica         -         1 

Paramenia  superflua         -         1 

do.         suppressio      -         1 

Paristhmitis  tonsillaris      -         3 

Peritonitis       -         -         -         1 

Plethora  ontonica    -         -         1 

Pleuritis  -         -         -         2 

Pneumonitis  -         -         3 

do.  maligna        -         1 

do.  notha  -         -         2 

Porrigo  galeata        -         -         1 

Sphacelus        -         -         -         1 

Synochus        -         -         -         4 

Ulcus     -         -         -         -         1 

Vulnus  laceratura    -         -  1 

The  patients  under  puberty  were 

0.34  ;   adult  females,  0.44,     .30   of 

the  medical  cases  were  of  bronchial 

and   pulmonary   disease  ;    .36    were 

disorders  of  the  digestive  organs. 

The  influence  of  the  weather  in 
fixing  the  seat  of  disease,  was  mani- 
fested in  the  two  last  months.  Af- 
fections in  the  respiratory  apparatus 
were  more  frequent  in  the  wet  and 
changeful  month  of  November,  bear- 
ing to  similar  diseases  in  this  month 
the  ratio  of  7  to  5  ;  while  disorders 
of  the  abdominal  organs  in  these 
months  bear  the  ratio  of  3  to  5. 

The  proportion  of  tlioracic  to  ab- 
dominal disease  in  Noven)ber,  was 
2:1;  while  in  December  it  was  5  :  6. 


The  affections  of  the  respiratory 
organs  have  been  less  mild  in  this 
month.  In  children  the  bronchial 
inflammation  approached  to  croup, 
and  did  not  readily  go  through  the 
process  of  mucous  and  muco-purulent 
secretion,  to  a  healthy  termination. 
J.  G.  Stevenson. 


MIDDLE    DISTRICT 

, 

Whole    number  of 

cases 

17. 

Of 

Croup     - 

. 

- 

1 

Diarrhoea 

- 

-    ' 

2 

Dysenteria 

- 

- 

1 

Marasmus 

- 

- 

1 

Ophthalmia     - 

- 

- 

5 

Pneumonia  gravis 

- 

- 

1 

do,          niitis 

- 

- 

3 

Phlegmone 

- 

- 

1 

Rheumatismus 

- 

- 

2 

E. 

G.  Davis, 

WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Whole  number   of  cases,    42.       Of 
Aphthae  -         -         -         1 


Arthrosia 
Asthma 

- 

- 

1 

Causis 

- 

- 

1 

Contusio 

- 

- 

9 

Colica 

- 

- 

1 

Delirium  tremens 

- 

- 

1 

Diarrhoea 

- 

- 

2 

Dysenteria 

Ernes  is 

- 

: 

1 

2 

Enccia 

- 

- 

5 

Erysipelas 
Fractura 

- 

- 

1 
1 

Haematemesis 
Hydrops 
Ophthalmia     - 
Otitis      - 
Parturitio 

- 

- 

1 
1 

2 
1 

2 

Pneumonitis  vera 

do.           notha 
Porrigo 

L  - 

- 

4' 
6 

4 

J.  H. 

Lane. 

SOUTHERN    DISTRICT. 

Whole   number    of    cases,  71.      Cf 

Anetus  tertianus      -         -  1 

Arthrosia  acuta        -         -  3 
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Aptlirosia  hydartliriis  strumat.   1 
do.        podagra  larvata  1 

Bex  convidsiva         -         -         3 
do,   humida   -         -         -         2 
do.   sicca        -         -         -         3 
Caras  paralysis  hemiplegia        1 
Ceplialcca  spasmodica      -  1 

Ceplialitodes  ebriosus  -  2 
Colica  flatulenta      -         -  1 

Colica  rachialgia      -         -  1 

do.  do.        a  frigore  1 

Coprostasis  coacta  -         -  1 

Coryza  ozoenosa  -  -  1 
Ecpidysis  pompliolyx  quotid.  1 
Ecp3'esis  porrigo     -         -  3 

Emplilysis  varicella  lenlifor.     ] 
Empresma  bronchlemmitis        3 
do.         paristlmiitis  tonsil.  2 
do.         pneumonitis    -         5 
do.  do.  notha  1 

Enecia  cauma  pleuriticum         2 
do.      synochus     -         -         6 
do.      typhus         -         -         1 
Epanetus  mitis        -  -         3 

Helminthia  -  -  -  2 
Icterus  infantum      -         -  1 

Liniosis  dyspepsia  metastatica  1 
do.  emesis  vomiturilio  1 
do.  do.     von)itus    -  1 

Odontia  dentitionis  lactentium  2 
Paramenia  cessationis      -         1 
do.  obstructionis  -         2 

Paruria  stillatilia  ardens  -  1 

Parturitio         -  -  -  1 

Pleuralgia  chronica  -  1 

Proctica  marisma  cruenta  1 

Syspasia  convulsio  erratica  1 
do.       hysteria  irritata  1 

Stremma         -         -         -  1 

Struma  vulgaris  -  -  1 
Tressis  causis  -         -         1 

Females,  over  fifteen  years,  30  ; 
under  fifteen  years,  15.  Mali's,  over 
fifteen  years,  16  ;  under  fifteen 
years,  10. 

Charles  T.  Hildreth. 


BILL   OF  MORTALITY  FOR  THE 

CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

For  the  year  1828. 

The  whole   number   of  deaths  in 
the  city  of  Boston   during  the  year 


1828,  was  1233.  Under  one  year, 
245  ;  from  one  to  two  years,  106  ; 
from  two  to  five,  60  ;  from  five  to 
ten,  42  ;  from  ten  to  twenty,  58  ; 
from  twenty  to  thirty,  181  ;  from 
thirty  to  forty,  l60  ;  from  forty  to 
fifty,  98  ;  from  fifty  to  sixty,  78  ;  from 
sixty  to  seventy,  52  ;  from  seventy 
to  eighty,  37',  from  eigiity  to  ninety, 
23  ;  from  ninety  to  one  hundred,  4  ; 
unknown,  15  ;  stillborn,  74. — In  the 
month  of  January  the  number  of 
deaths  was  106 ;  February,  72 ; 
March,  83  ;  April,  105  ;  May,  106 ; 
June,  93;  July,  96 ;  August,  127; 
September,  150  ;  October,  113  ;  No- 
vember, 89  ;  December,  93.  Whole 
number  of  males,  603  ;  females,  556. 

The  following  are  the  diseases,  as 
far  as  they  have  been  reported  to  the 
Health  Office,  which  have  occasioned 
the  deaths  in  the  City  during  the 
past  year. 

Abscess           -         -  -  1 

"       lumbar       -  -  1 

Apoplexy        -         -  -  18 

Accidental      -         -  -  14 

Asthma           -         -  -  1 

Burns              -        -  -  9 

Bleeding  at  the  lungs  '-  2 

"         at  the  stomach  -  1 

Bowel  complaints    -  -  2 

Consumption            -  -  217 

Childbed  diseases    -  -  14 

Croup    -         -         -  -  25 

Convulsions    -         -  -  31 

Canker             -         -  -  13 

Cholera  infantum    -  '-  19 

"        morbus      -  -  7 

Chickenpox             -  -  1 

Cancer             -         -  -  4 

Colic,  bilious           -  -  3 

Dysentery       -         -  -  £9 

Dropsy            -         -  -  20 

"         of  the  chest  -  1 

"         of  the  brain  -  38 

Diseases  unknown  -  178 

Delirium  tremens  -  7 

Drowned         -         -  -  l6 

Debility           _         .  .  6 

Diabetes          -         -  -  1 

Diarrhoea        -         •  -  2 

Drinking  cold  water  -  2 
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Erysipelas      -         -         .  3 

Fever,  unknown  kind      -  5 

"        typhons        -         -  31 

"       bilious          -         -  16 

"       lung               -         -  81 

"       brain             -         -  12 

"        hectic            -         -  3 

"       malignant     -         -  1 

"       inflammatory         -  2 

"       scarlet          -         .  2 

"        nervous         -         -  1 

"       intermittent-         -  2 

Fracture         -         -         -  2 

Gravel             -         >         .  1 

Heart,  diseases  of  -         -  6 

Hoo[)ing  cough        -         -  40 

Inflammation  of  the  larynx  1 

"              general       -  4 

"               of  the  bowels  33 

"               of  the  stomach  2 

"               of  the  brain  5 

"               of  the  lungs  5 

Infantile  diseases     -         -  55 

Insanity           -         -          .  1 

Intemperance           -         -  34 

Jaundice         -         -         -  2 

Liver  complaint      -         -  10 

Lock-jaw        -         -         -  1 

^Mortification,  general       -  7 

"               of  the  bowels  4 

JNIatrix,  diseases  of           -  1 

Mesentery,  diseases  of    -  1 

Old  age           -         -         .  54 

Pleurisy           -         -         -  2 

Poison             -         -         -  2 

Palsy                -         -         -  10 

Piles                 ...  1 

Quinsy             ...  1 

Rupture          ...  1 

Rheumatism   -         -         -  2 

Scrofula           -         -         -  5 

Suicide            -         -         -  9 


Spasm 

. 

. 

1 

Smallpox 

. 

- 

2 

Sudden 

- 

- 

2 

Scirrhiis 

. 

. 

1 

Stillborn 

. 

. 

74 

Throat  distemper 

. 

. 

1 

Ulcers 

. 

. 

3 

Venereal 

. 

_ 

3 

White  sw-eliing 

. 

. 

1 

Worms 

Total, 

1 

1233 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Boylston  Me- 
dical Society  of  Harvard  University, 
held  on  Jan.  9th,  1829,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  officers,  viz  : 

Joseph  W.  McKe?Ln,M.D. Preside?it. 
Horatio  Robinson,  M.D.   Vice   Pre- 
sident. 
Augustus  A.  Gould,  Secretary. 
James  Jackson,  Jr.  Treasurer. 

The  Boylston  Premium  was  ad- 
judged to  Mr.  Charles  T.  Jackson, 
for  his  dissertation  on  Paruria  Meilita. 


Itch  cured  by  Chloride  of  Lime. — 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lynn,  has  cured  a 
family  of  seven  persons,  affected  with 
scabies  papaliformis,  by  a  bath  formed 
of  Fincham's  chloride  of  lime  to  six 
pints  of  water.  They  remained  in 
the  bath  for  ten  minutes.  This  was 
repeated  daily  for  six  days.  The  dis- 
ease was  not  felt  by  the  patients  after 
the  second  application. — Lon.  Journ. 


WEEKLY    KEPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Jan.  24,  al  noon. 

Jan.  16.  Elizabeth  Parsons,  71 

17.  Sarah  Robinson,  39 
Hannah  A.  Lovett,  3 

18.  Sarah  Eaton,  3 
Lucy  Riley,  38 
John  McChan,  38 

19.  Daniel  L.  Hobart,  15 
Pellegrino  Magnoni,  45 
Edward  Young,  16  mo. 

20.  John  Brown,  jr.  5 
Lois  Baker,  66  yrs, 
Joseph  Allen,  20 
Francis  Noyes,  13  d. 

21.  Sarah  Utley,  29  yrs. 
Frances  E.  Codman,  12  mo. 
Sarah  Ann  Hurley,  5  mo. 

22.  Son  of  Grant  Learnard,         16  d. 
Ann  Maria  Preston,  2  yrs. 
John  Hawes,  88 
George  Bell,  46 

23.  Joan  Wethetbee,  2 
Joseph  Stanford,                         5  mo. 
George  B.  Palmer,  11  mo. 

24.  Thomas  J.  Reed,  5  yrs. 
Margaret  Sullivan,  28 

Cancer,  1 — consumption,  5 — croup,  4 — 
dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — hooping  cough,  2 — in- 
flammation in  the  bowels,  2 — infantile,  2 — lung 
fever,  1 — lockjaw,  1— mortification,  1 — old 
age,  2 — typhous  fever,  1 — unknown,  2.  Males, 
13— females,  12.     Stillborn,  2.     Total,  27, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  IMAINE 
AT  BO\VDOL\  COLLEGE. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at 
the  Medical  School  of  Maine,  will 
commence  at  Brutiswick  on  Tuesday, 
February  24,  1829',  and  will  continue 
three  months. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 
Delamattkr,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery 
"Western  Col.  Phys.  and  Surg.  N.  York. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  Parker 
Cl.EAVEI-A.M),  MA). 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  John  D.  Wklls, 
M.D. 

Obstretrics,  James  McKean,  M.D. 

Degrees  are  conferred,  after  the  usual 
examination,  at  the  close  of  the  Lectures, 
and  at  the  annual  commencement  in 
September. 

The  Library  and  Cabinet  have  receiv- 
ed considerable  additions,  and  the  Lec- 
tnre-Rooms  have  been  enlarged,  since 
the  last  course  of  Lectures.  4t. 

Brunswick,  Jan.  1,  1829. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

AVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 

No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  \Vh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  very  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Grentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

Cmo. 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
&  Co..— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  S-rETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  the 
Chest.  From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 
with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 

ep3w  Jan.  20. 

CURVED  SPINE. 

DR.  GRIGG   informs    the    Profession 
that  he  has  lately  made  a  new  and 
important  improvement  in  machines  for 


Diseases  of  the  Spine,  From  his  success 
in  its  application,  and  from  the  unqualifi- 
ed approbation  it  has  received  from  the 
most  distinguished  Surgeons  and  Physi- 
cians in  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, he  confidently  presents  it  to  pub- 
lic notice. 

The  benefit  attendant  on  its  use  con- 
vinces him  that  most  of  the  cases  of  de- 
formity dependent  on  curvature  of  the 
spine,  may  be  perfectly  cured,  and  many 
of  those  which  have  been  considered  in- 
curable may  by  this  apparatus  b^wVery 
much  relieved.  Feb.  oT 

Boston,  30  Jltkinson  Street. 


PRIZE  DISSERTATION 
On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  So'ciety  in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Resolved^  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  j)urpose  a  premium  of  fifty  doi,lars 
shall  be  ofl'ered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
atid  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  diff'erent  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be- 
ing sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  office  of  Mr* 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 

ZABDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    ^  Committee. 

JOHN  WARE, 
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I. 

In  the  last  number  of  this  Journal 
an  article  was  published,  headed, 
Notes  on  a  Case  of  Diabetes  INIellitus. 
The  following  paper  contains  the 
analysis  of  the  urine  and  of  the  blood 
in  that  case.  It  is  an  extract  from 
Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson's  Inaugu- 
ral Dissertation,  whicii  he  read  and 
defended  at  the  public  Examination, 
held  Saturday,  24lh  January,  1829, 
at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College 
in  this  city,  for  conferring  medical 
degrees.  Dr.  Jackson  had  constant 
opportunities  of  seeing  the  patient  re- 
ferred to,  while  visiting  as  Hospital 
pupil  at  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital. 

The  following  paper  is  an  instance 
and  a  proof  of  the  talent,  zeal  and 
success  with  which  Dr.  J.  has  devot- 
ed himself  to  analytic  Chemistry. — 
Ed. 

****The  urine  was  directed  to  be 
preserved,  and  was  the  next  day, 
:i2 


Aug.  30th,  found  to  exceed  5  civ. 
much  having  been  lost  in  the  wa- 
ter closet.  This  urine  was  of  a 
light  straw  yellow  color,  without 
any  odor,  and  had  a  remarkably 
sweet  taste,  in  which  not  the  least 
urinous  flavor  could  be  perceived, 
giij.  were  slowly  evaporated  to 
the  consistence  of  treacle,  which 
it  resembled  in  appearance.  This 
syrup  weighed  3  i-  (480  grs.)  and 
being  set  aside  in  a  stopped  phial, 
in  two  days  it  had  become  nearly 
all  converted  into  granulated  su- 
gar of  a  light  reddish  brown  color. 
This  was  removed  from  the  phial 
and  placed  on  a  filter  of  paper, 
and  washed  with  pure  alcohol, 
which  was  found  by  experience 
to  dissolve  the  coloring  matter  of 
urine,  and  the  saccharine  matter 
being  thus  deprived  of  its  coloring 
matter,  was  of-  a  pure  white, 
opaque  appearance,  resembling 
the  weaker  sorts  of  vegetable 
sugar.  Being  dried  at  the  tem- 
perature of  the  atmosphere,  it 
w'eighed  200  grs.  The  alcoliolic 
solution  which  had  passed  through 
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the  filter  was  examined,  and  found 
to  contain  only  the  coloring  mat- 
ter, which  it  had  dissolved  with  a 
minute  portion  of  uncrystallizable 
sugar.  Half  of  this  solution  was 
allowed  to  evaporate  slowly,  and 
6  jrrs.  of  extractive  or  colorins: 
matter  were  obtained  ;  the  other 
half  was  examined  for  the  salts 
which  the  urine  generally  con- 
tains. Nitrate  of  silver  gave  no 
trace  of  muriatic  acid.  Oxalate 
of  ammonia  did  not  precipitate 
anything,  therefore  no  lime  was 
present.  Nitrate  of  barytes  gave 
no  precipitate,  therefore  it  did  not 
contain  phosphoric  acid  or  any 
phosphate.  Nitric  acid  gave  no 
precipitate  to  the  concentrated 
solution,  therefore  we  may  infer 
that  no  lithic  acid  or  urea  were 
present.  From  these  facts  we 
may  regard  Dr.  Henry's  opinion, 
that  the  name  urine  is  not  strictly 
applicable  to  the  renal  excretion 
under  this  form  of  diabetes,  as 
correct,  since  the  saccharine  fluid 
possesses  none  of  the  characteris- 
tic properties  of  healthy  urine. 

On  the  1st  Sept.  report  was, 
"  Urine  of  a  darker  color,  turbid, 
and  possesses  the  peculiar  urinous 
odor;  quantity  glxxxiv.  ;  drink 
3  xxiv.  The  urine  now  appeared 
so  remarkably  changed,  that,  at 
the  request  of  Dr.  Channing,  I 
made  an  examination  of  its  che- 
mical composition.  On  the  next 
day  the  repoit  was,  "  Urine 
3xliv.,  loss  daik  than  yesterday  ; 
has  a  urinous  odor  and  taste, — no 
sweetness.  Took  one  pill  of  cro- 
ton.  Two  dejections,  watery  and 
copious.      Drink  3x1. 

A  quantity  of  urine  was  taken, 
and  3viij.  evaporated  to  3j.  It 
had  no  sweettjess  to  the  taste,  and 
was  evidently  altogether  different 
from  the  extract  obtained  from 
the  urine   on   his  entrance  to  the 


Hospital.  Upon  this  concentrat- 
ed urinous  extract,  3ss.  of  nitric 
acid,  diluted  with  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  rain  water,  was  cautiously 
poured,  according  to  the  directions 
of  Dr.  Ure,  and  having  been  stir- 
red in  the  evaporating  basin  in 
which  it  was  poured,  was  set 
aside  in  a  cool  place,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  whole  mass  appeared 
to  have  been  converted  into  mi- 
nute pearly  crystals,  which  were 
recognized  to  be  the  acidulous 
nitrate  of  urea.  After  the  crys- 
tals had  formed,  they  were  sepa- 
rated by  the  process  of  filtration, 
washed  with  cold  water,  and  de- 
composed by  carbonate  of  potash, 
and  pure  urea  obtained  by  eva- 
poration, until  the  nitrate  of  potash 
had  crystallized  ;  the  pure  urea 
was  then  dissolved  in  alcohol,  and 
obtained  in  small  crystals  by  spon- 
taneous evaporation  of  the  alcohol 
in  a  glass  vessel.  To  determine 
if  the  urea  existed  in  excess  in 
the  urine,  before  concentration, 
the  process  recommended  by  Ber- 
zelius  was  had  recourse  to,  of 
pouring  the  urine  upon  equal  quan- 
tities of  nitric  acid  in  a  watch 
crystal  ;  but  no  spontaneous  depo- 
sition of  nitrate  of  urea  followed  ; 
therefore  it  did  not  exist  greatly 
in  excess,  altbough  I  doubt  not 
there  was  more  urea  than  in 
healthy  urine.  Another  portion 
of  the  urine  was  examined  in  the 
lest  tube  by  nitrate  of  silver, 
when  a  precipitation  took  place 
indicating  the  presence  of  a  mu- 
riate. Nitrate  of  barytes  gave  a 
precipitate  of  phosphate  of  ba- 
rytes. The  same  effect  was  pro- 
duced on  a  solution  of  acetate  of 
lead,  phosphate  of  lead  being  pre- 
cipitated abundantly.  Oxalic  ac- 
id being  added  to  a  portion  of  this 
urea,  and  a  [ew  drops  of  liquid 
ammonia,    a    precipitation    took 
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place  of  oxalate  of  lime  ;  hence 
the  phosphate  of  lime  did  exist 
here,  although  it  was  wanting  in 
the  urine  examined  before  treat- 
ment by  opiates,  etc.  had  taken 
effect.  Lithic  acid  was  not  dis- 
coverable, but  in  every  other  res- 
pect the  urine  may  at  this  time 
be  regarded  as  healthy.  Indeed, 
this  acid  is  frequently  wanting  in 
the  urine  of  dyspeptic  patients 
without  even  being  noticed  as  dis- 
ease. It  is  a  more  azotized  sub-^ 
stance  than  urea,  and  wanting  oc- 
casionally in  the  urine  of  the  most 
healthy  persons,  from  trifling  va- 
riety in  diet  or  regimen.  From 
the  composition  of  the  urine  being 
thus  established,  a  favorable  prog- 
nosis was  made  out,  and  if  the  pa- 
tient's imprudence  had  not  inter- 
fered, there  can  be  little  doubt  of 
its  having  proved  correct. 

The  blood  which  was  removed 
from  the  heart  was  in  amount 
about  2  \'iij-  It  was  of  a  choco- 
late brown  color,  and  not  firmly 
coagulated.  This  blood  was  al- 
lowed to  stand  in  a  closely  corked 
phial,  and  after  the  coagulura  had 
subsided,  about  gss.  of  serum, 
colored  slightly  by  the  red  glo- 
bules, was  separated  for  examina- 
tion. This  was  divided  into  two 
equal  portions,  one  of  which  was 
treated  with  a  few  drops  of  alco- 
hol, and  the  albuminous  parts  co- 
agulated, and  by  this  means  was 
readily  separated  from  the  solu- 
tion by  the  filter.  The  clear 
portion  was  evaporated,  and  a 
crystalline  mass,  mixed  with  ex- 
tractive matter,  was  obtained. 
The  salts,  dissolved  in  water  and 
treated  with  nitrate  of  silver,  gave 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  mu- 
riate of  soda.  Phosphate  of  soda 
was  also  rendered  evident  by  the 
action  of  nitrate  of  barytes  ;  and 


oxalate  of  ammonia  did  not  give 
any  precipitate  with  the  aqueous 
solution  ;  hence  it  did  not  contain 
any  lime.  The  extractive  matter 
was  soluble  in  alcohol,  but  its  na- 
ture could  not  be  satisfactorily 
ascertained,  on  account  of  the 
minute  quantity  which  remain- 
ed. 

There  was  no  sweetness  to  the 
taste  in  it,  and  I  am  unable  to  say 
what  it  was.  The  phenomena  to 
which  I  have  alluded  in  the  course 
of  this  dissertation,  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 

The  blood  in  the  phial  was  al- 
lowed to  stand  undisturbed  for  a 
week,  in  a  room  where  the  tem- 
perature was  pretty  uniformly 
from  50  to  70  deg.  The  phial 
was  then  uncorked  to  obtain  some 
serum  which  had  collected  about 
the  clot,  for  further  examination  ; 
but,  on  starting  the  cork,  it  was 
thrown  out  by  the  expansion  of  a 
gaseous  fluid,  which  caused  the 
blood  to  eff'ervesce  rapidly.  This 
gas,  on  escaping,  had  not  the  odor 
arising  from  putrifying  blood,  and 
appeared  to  be  carbonic  acid  gas. 
This  was  determined  to  be  the 
fact,  by  placing  the  thumb  over 
the  mouth  of  the  phial,  until  a 
quantity  of  gas  had  accumulated, 
and  then  inverting  a  test  tube  fill- 
ed with  water  over  the  mouth  of 
the  phial,  the  gas  was  transferred  to 
it.  The  test  tube  was  instantly 
stopped  up,  and  its  gaseous  con- 
tents were  then  treated  with  a 
solution  of  lime,  when  it  imme- 
diately became  cloudy  from  the 
formation  of  insoluble  carbonate 
of  lime. 

The  blood  had  then  undergone 
the  vinous  fermentation,  from 
which  we  may  fairly  infer  that  it 
contained  a  farinaceous,  saccha- 
rine, or  some  other  principle  ca- 
pable of  undergoing  this  feruienta- 
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lion, which  does  not  exist  in  healthy 
blood.  Dr.  Rollo  had  observ- 
ed exactly  the  same  appearance 
to  take  place  when  small  quanti- 
ties of  sugar  were  added  to  healthy 
blood.  Should  an  opportunity 
occur,  it  would  be  interesting  to 
examine  the  state  of  the  blood 
during  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
when  larger  quantities  can  be  ob- 
tained by  venesection.  The  trea- 
cle-like state  of  the  blood,  which 
all  practitioners  who  have  written 
on  diabetes  have  observed,  favors 
the  supposition  of  imperfect  assi- 
milation in  the  blood,  and  if  such 
blood  is  capable  of  undergoing 
vinous  fermentation,  I  cannot  doubt 
the  existence  of  a  principle  re- 
sembling those  substances,  which 
we  know  will,  when  placed  under 
similar  circumstances,  exhibit  this 
phenomenon,  although  the  serum 
of  the  blood  may  not  possess  a 
sweet  taste. 


II. 

Sirichires  on  the  Diseases  of  Young 
Children. — From  Lectures  deli- 
vered at  Guy''s  Hospital^ 

By  Dr.  James  Blundell. 

(Continued  from  p.  771.) 

In  new-born  children  we  some- 
times meet  with  closure  of  the 
intestinal  tube,  and  this  closure 
may  occur  in  any  part  of  the  in- 
testines, larger  or  smaller,  the 
obstruction  sometimes  lying  near 
the  pylorus,  but  far  more  fre- 
quently at  the  extremity  of  the 
rectum,  when  the  disease  is  de- 
nominated the  imperforate  anus. 
Vomiting,  wasting,  enlargement 
of  the  abdomen,  and  a  total  defect 
of  evacuation  from  the  bowels, 
are  the  more  striking  character- 
istics of  the  closed  rectum  ;  and 
the  disease,  when  once  sus[)ected, 


is  easily  ascertained  by  a  careful 
inspection  and  manual  examination 
of  the  part.  If  the  closure  be  in 
the  duodenum  or  jejunum^  it  is 
distinguished  with  more  difficulty; 
but  vomitings,  wastings,  and  the 
want  of  a  feculent  matter,  formed 
from  digested  milk,  will,  I  pre- 
sume, generally  enable  us  to  de- 
tect even  this  variety  of  the  dis- 
ease, provided  our  attention  be 
vigilantly  awake. — Four  or  five 
cases  of  imperforate  anus  have 
been  shown  to  me  by  my  obstetric 
friends,  whence  I  infer  that  this 
malformation,  though  not  common, 
is  tolerably  frequent  in  its  occur- 
rence. The  obstruction  which 
lies  above  is,  I  presume,  rarer, 
as  I  have  never  met  with  a  single 
instance  of  it  in  the  living  infant, 
though  there  are  examples  of  it 
in  the  glasses  on  the  table  before 
me.  Possibly,  however,  many 
young  infants  may  sink  under  this 
disease,  less  obvious  than  the 
preceding  variety,  and  the  real 
nature  of  the  alTection  may  re- 
main undeveloped,  from  the  want 
of  an  examination  after  death. 

Life  Is  undesirable  with  an  ar- 
tificial anus  as  the  price  of  it;  and 
if,  therefore,  it  were  practicable 
to  make  an  incision  into  the  abdo- 
men, and  to  examine  the  intestines 
of  the  infant,  fold  by  fold,  so  as  to 
reach  and  lay  open  to  the  abdomi- 
nal surface,  the  part  where  the 
obstruction  lay,  I  should  not  feel 
inclined  to  admit  of  such  an  ope- 
ration in  my  own  family.  Where 
the  aids  of  art  are  so  imperfect, 
it  is,  I  conceive,  better  to  commit 
ourselves  to  the  hands  of  nature, 
who  does  all  things  well.  But, 
although  those  cases  in  which  the 
obstructions  lie  in  the  smaller  in- 
testines seem  to  admit  of  no  ef- 
fectual remedy,  yet,  when  it  is 
the  anus  only  which  is  iraperfo- 
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rate,  there  is  much  that  may  be  presume  the  patient  will  be  more 
done.  likely  to  retain  the  stools  after- 
How  long  an  infant  may  live  wards,  if  the  anus,  formed  by  per- 
with  the  rectum  closed,  is,  per-  foration,  is  not  made  too  capacious, 
haps,  not  clearly  ascertained  ;  When  the  anus  is  once  laid 
many  days,  many  weeks,  nay,  open,  great  care  must  be  taken  to 
in  some  instances,  perhaps,  for  prevent  its  closing  afresh,  parti- 
several  months,  life  may  be  pro-  cularly  if  the  opening  be  small, 
tracted,  if  I  may  judge  from  one  For  this  purpose  bougies  should 
or  two  cases  which  have  been  re-  be  passed  daily,  or  a  dilator  ought 
lated  to  me  on  somewhat  dubious  to  be  employed.  I  have  seen  a 
authority.  Certain  it  is,  that  in  child  die  in  consequence  of  a  se- 
these  cases  the  infant,  relieving  cond  operation,  which,  by  ^tten- 
itself  by  vomiting,  may  survive  tion  to  this  rule,  might  have  been 
for  some  weeks,  though,  I  sus-  entirely  prevented.  The  precise 
pect,  the  general  health  becomes  method  of  operating  I  leave  with 
gradually  and  greatly  impaired  in  the  surgeons.  I  may  remark, 
consequence.  Now  experience,  however,  that  the  escape  of  gas, 
and  these  preparations,  show,  that  or  meconium,  indicates  when  the 
when  the  anus  is  imperforate,  it  intestinal  cavity  has  been  entered; 
is  better  to  wait  a  few  days  before  and  that  the  access  to  the  rectum 
any  attempt  is  made  to  open  it ;  may  in  some,  perhaps  in  most 
for  should  we  operate  itnmediate-  cases,  be  rendered  perfectly  easy 
ly,  if  unskilful  especially,  we  may  by  irritating  and  producing  tenes- 
entirely  miss  the  rectum,  its  cavi-  mus  at  the  lime  of  the  operation, 
ty,  at  this  age,  being  small  ;  but  and  by  waiting  a  few  days,  as  be- 
if  we  wait  for  a  few  days,  or  fore  recommended,  so  as  to  allow 
weeks,  till  the  gut  is  become  di-  the  bowel  to  enlarge  and  come 
lated,  a  very  small  knowledge  of  down.  When  you  first  examine, 
practical  anatomy  will  enable  us,  perhaps,  you  find  the  end  of  the 
readily  enough,  to  cut  into  the  intestine  lying,  in  good  measure, 
part.  In  general,  therefore,  it  is  beyond  the  ready  reach  of  the 
wise  to  wait  till  the  intestine  is  knife  :  but  at  the  time  of  the  ope- 
distended  ;  when  inattentive  to  ration  the  gut  will  often  be  found 
this  rule,  the  ablest  surgeons  may  to  come  down  into  sight,  provided 
sometimes  fail  to  find  the  cavity  you  observe  the  two  rules  which 
of  the  gut.  are  here  prescribed. 

A  small  opening  is  apt  to  close  Till  I  have  proof  to  the  contra- 
again  ;  a  large  opening  may  carry  ry,  I  incline  to  think,  that  when 
the  knife  into  numerous  haemor-  the  imperforate  anus  is  opened  in 
rhoidal  vessels,  and,  in  young  in-  this  mannei-,  the  infan:  will  pos- 
fants,  internal  bleeding,  and  death,  sess  the  power  of  retaining  the 
may  now  and  then  be  the  result,  faeces,  unless  fluid,  and  urged  by 
In  opening  the  anus,  therefore,  I  diarrhoea  ;  and  the  part  being  ex- 
should  advise  you,  in  these  cases,  ercised  in  this  function,  it  is  not 
to  content  yourselves  with  making  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  its 
room  for  a  dilator,  about  as  large  strength  will  increase  with  age. 
as  a  female  catheter,  when  a  fur-  In  affirmation  of  this  opinion,  how- 
ther  enlargement  may  be  obtained  ever,  I  have  no  case  to  bring  for- 
gradually    by  daily  dilatation.     I  ward. 
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In  some  few  cases,  the  rectum 
opens  in  girls  into  the  vagina  ;  and 
in  boys,  into  the  urethra  and  blad- 
der ;  perhaps  a  cure  might  be  ac- 
complished by  intercepting  the 
communication,  and  cutting  down 
into  the  gut  in  the  region  of  the 
anus. 

On  the  table  before  me,  are 
preparations  well  adapted  to  illus- 
trate some  of  the  points  which 
have  been  discussed.  In  this 
glass,  you  have  a  closure  of  the 
duodenum  within  an  inch  from  the 
pylorus;  in  this,  an  example  of  ob- 
structed ilium;  on  the  gastric  side 
of  the  closure,  the  gut  is  dilated 
enormously;  on  the  side  of  the  co- 
lon, it  is  as  small  as  that  of  a  rab- 
bit. Here  is  a  preparation  exhi- 
biting the  rectum,  of  its  natural 
fcetal  capacity  ;  and  here,  by  the 
side  of  it,  stand  two  preparations, 
in  which  this  gut  is  become  large 
enough  to  contain  a  pullet's  egg  ; 
hence  the  advantage  of  waiting, 
before  perforation  is  performed. 
In  this  glass  you  see  a  rectum, 
with  an  aperture  so  capacious  that 
the  forefinger  might  be  introduc- 
ed ;  the  operator  was  not  wanting 
in  skill,  but  the  opening  was  too 
large,  and  the  child  died  from 
bleeding,  principally  internal.  In 
this  preparation,  you  see  the  rec- 
tum, vagina,  and  womb,  of  a  young 
infant,  a  large  piece  being  taken 
out  from  the  back  of  tlie  rectum 
to  exhibit  its  interior;  the  opening 
at  the  anus  is  scarcely  large 
enough  to  allow  the  passage  of  a 
bristle  ;  the  opening,  so  conspicu- 
ous betweien  the  womb  and  rec- 
tum, is  large  enough  to  allow  the 
passage  of  the  finger.  In  the  child 
from  which  these  parts  were  ta- 
ken, the  anus,  laid  open  by  the 
first  operation,  was  suffered  to 
close  almost  entirely  ;  and  the 
surgeon,  (of  great  emiaeuce,)  on 


attempting  to  open  the  rectum 
afresh,  carried  his  instruments 
between  the  rectum  and  the  ute- 
rus ;  hence  the  need  of  bougies 
after  this  operation,  to  prevent  a 
closure.  My  excellent  colleague, 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  gave  the 
next  preparation  to  my  museum  ; 
in  it  you  see  the  rectum  in  com- 
munication with  the  urethra,  and 
there  is  no  anus  ;  it  was  asserted, 
not  by  Mr.  Cooper,  however,  that 
the  child  lived  many  months,  but 
I  could  not  obtain  good  authority 
for  this  fact. 

t^fler  birth,  infants  are  sometimes 
unable  to  pass  the  water,  and  this 
from  various  causes  ;  inertness  of 
the  bladder,  obstruction  of  the 
urethra,  and  closure  of  the  orifice 
of  the  urethra  by  the  prepuce, 
being  the  principal.  Friction 
with  the  warm  hand  of  the  nurse, 
fomentation  with  warm  water, 
and  distension  from  accumulating 
urine,  are  the  three  principal  re- 
medies for  inertness  of  the  blad- 
der. A  good  and  careful  surgeon 
may  sometimes  pass  a  blunt  probe, 
properly  curved,  into  the  bladder 
with  advantage.  Blisters,  howe- 
ver small,  are  dangerous  reme- 
dies; slough  and  death  may  ensue. 

When  the  prepuce  obstructs 
the  urethra,  incisions,  lacerations, 
or  amputations,  can  rarely  be  re- 
quired ;  though  the  circumcision 
of  Hebrew  infants,  shows  that 
much  violence  may  be  done  to 
these  parts  on  the  eighth  day, 
with  impunity.  At  this  ceremony 
I  have  myself  been  present,  and 
I  can  assure  you  that  the  christian 
neophytes  may  think  themselves 
happy  in  exchanging  blood  for 
water,  even  though  they  should 
imagine,  with  some  sturdy  Ana- 
baptist, that  total  immersion  is, 
in  our  latitudes,  necessary  to  pu- 
rify from  the  original  stain,  and  to 
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secure  to  us  a  free  entrance  upon  fine  child,  marked  strongly|\vith 
all  the  privileges  of  the  new,  as  the  paternal  resemblance,  and  iu 
distinguished  from  the  more  an-  this  individual,  the  urethra  opens 
cient  covenant.  In  general,  when  in  the  corpus  spongiosum,  between 
the  orifice  of  the  prepuce  is  small,  one  and  two  inches  from  the  glans. 
and  not  placed  in  apposition  with  In  general,  the  powers  of  genera- 
that  of  the  urethra,  poultices  and  tion  may  be  impaired  a  little  when 
fomentations  will  relax  the  skin,  the  urethra  opens  in  the  region  of 
and  a  little  dilatation  with  the  the  frenum,  still  more  when  it  lies 
probe  will  enlarge  the  opening  near  the  front  of  the  scrotum,  and 
sufficiently,  so  as  to  give  the  little  most  of  all  when  it  opens  on  the 
sufferer  a  free  passage  for  the  perineum  behind  this  receptacle, 
urine,  and  more  is  not  required  Arts,  however,  are  not  wanting, 
till  the  period  of  puberty.  by  which  impregnation  may  be 
Imperforate  urethra  I  never  accomplished,  even  in  the  latter 
saw,  and  know  little  of  its  ma-  case.  These  principles  may  be 
nagement.  In  the  end  it  would,  of  use  to  patients  laboring  under 
I  conceive,  prove  a  vain  attempt  this  defect.  But,  to  return, 
to  lay  open  a  passage  artificially  When  infants  are  seized  with 
through  the  glans  penis  and  the  purulent  ophthalmia,  the  coujunc- 
corpus  spongiosum.  To  perforate  tiva  reddens  all  over,  and  matters 
would  be  no  easy  task,  and  should  form  in  such  large  abundance,  that 
the  child  survive,  a  closure  would  it  seems  as  if  the  ball  were  dis- 
probably  follow.  For  the  erais-  solving ;  and  the  eyelids,  too, 
sion  of  the  urine,  I  presume,  an  swell,  thicken,  and  become  evert- 
easy  passage  would  be  obtained  ed,  and,  in  the  severer  and  more 
by  cutting  directly  down  into  the  chronic  cases,  the  transparent 
part  where  the  closed  extremity  cornea  darkens,  and  the  sclerotic 
of  the  urethra  lay,  whether  be-  tunic  may,  I  believe,  slough;  tutai 
fore  or  behind  the  scrotum.  Some-  dissolution  of  the  organ  ensuins;. 
times  the  urethra  opens  originally  Of  these  dangerous  forms  of  the 
near  the  scrotum  in  front,  or  be-  ophthalmia  I  have  seen  but  little, 
hind,  and  I  fear  there  is  no  reme-  and  my  opinions,  therefore,  are  of 
dy.  If  the  female  genitals  are  no  value.  In  the  ordinary  and 
apt  to  conceive,  it  is  not  necessa-  early  attack  of  the  disease,  ten 
ry,  for  the  purposes  of  generation,  grains  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  dissolv- 
that  the  male  material  should  at  ed  in  two  ounces  of  rose-water, 
first  penetrate  far  into  the  vagina,  will  be  found  an  excellent  coily- 
though  a  deep  penetration  seems  rium  ;  but  I  must  commit  you 
to  facilitate.  Three  cases  I  know  here  to  the  oculists.  Remember, 
of,  in  which,  to  the  surprise  of  the  that  it  is  upon  the  proper  applica- 
parties,  impregnation  occurred,  tion  of  the  collyrium  that  success 
although  the  accession  of  fluids  to  mainly  depends.  If,  in  a  care!«^,ss 
the  OS  uteri  was  thought  to  have  and  lifeless  manner,  the  wash  be 
been  impracticable.  For  the  dabbed  upon  the  eyelids,  what 
purpose  of  impregnation,  it  is  not  good  can  ensue  .''  To  give  your 
necessary  that  the  fecundating  remedy  a  fair  trial,  the  infant 
power  should  enter  the  person  by  should  be  placed  with  the  face 
the  usual  organs.  I  know  of  an  ujjwards,  atid  then  the  eyelids  be- 
individual,    the   father  of  a   very  ii.ji  tenderly,  jut  firmly  separated, 
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so  as,  if  possible,  to  get  a  glimpse 
of  the  ball,  the  coUyriuni  should 
be  dropped  upon  the  surface  of 
the  eye,  and  this,  too,  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  oftener  or  sel- 
domer,  stronger  or  weaker,  ac- 
cording to  the  effect  produced. 
With  a  syringe, — never,  on  any 
former  occasion,  used  in  cases  of 
gonorrhoea, — the  solution  may,  if 
necessary,  be  injected  by  a  com- 
petent hand,  at  the  outer  angle  of 
the  eye  between  the  eyelids. 
Ivory  is  preferable  to  pewter. 

The  lues  venerea  in  young  child- 
ren I  have  not  frequently  seen, 
nor  do  I  know  of  any  plain  practi- 
cal characters  by  which  it  may 
be  recognized  at  a  glance  ;  but 
cutaneous  diseases,  not  of  the  or- 
dinary infantile  character,  and 
discharges  from  the  nose,  with 
offensive  smell,  ought  to  lead  to 
inquiries,  and  these  may  terminate 
in  the  discovery  of  a  source  of 
infection. 

It  is  not  among  the  Ilouris  in 
the  thorny  bowers  of  sensual  plea- 
sure, that  the  poor  infant  finds  the 
origin  of  this  loathsome  disease  ; 
at  this  early  age  it  enters  the  sys- 
tem by  other  inlets,  with  which, 
however,  it  is  highly  proper  that 
you  should  be  acquainted,  that 
your  inquiries!  may  be  directed 
accordingly.  What  is  the  origin 
of  physical  evil  ?  Those  who  de- 
clare it  to  be  penal,  must  surely 
be  much  embarrassed  with  the 
accidents  and  diseases  to  which 
the  foetus  is  liable  ;  thus,  not  to 
multiply  examples,  the  foetus  may 
be  crushed  in  the  uterus,.,  like 
those  on  whom  the  tower  of  Si- 
loam  fell  ;  and  the  child  may  be 
born  with  the  marks  of  the  small- 
pox and  the  venereal  disease,  two 
of  the  most  terrible  scourges  of 
our  race.  That  the  venereal  dis- 
ease, when  occult  in  the  father, 


may,  as  it  were,  be  congenital 
with  the  offspring,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  assert,  though  I  incline 
to  the  affirmative  ;  but  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt,  that  it  may  be 
communicated  by  the  mother. 
It  is,  I  conceive,  pretty  certain, 
that  a  woman  who  has  had  the 
smallpox,  and  is  herself  secure 
against  another  attack,  may  ne- 
vertheless communicate  the  dis- 
ease to  the  foetus  in  her  person  ; 
that  poison  which  fails  to  operate 
on  her  own  structure,  transfusing 
itself  through  the  intervention  of 
the  maternal  blood  to  the  ovum  in 
the  uterus,  and  giving  rise  to  a 
great  deal  of  violent  disorder  in 
the  foetus.  The  same  holds  true 
of  syphilis  ;  and,  therefore,  not 
losing  sight  of  the  possibility  of  a 
direct  paternal  affection,  remem- 
ber, when  investigating  these 
cases,  that,  from  the  maternal 
system,  the  infant  may  possibly 
become  affected  even  while  it  is 
lying  in  the  uterus. 

If  there  is  a  chancre  in  the  pas- 
sages, the  child  may,  I  presume, 
be  infected  during  the  birth,  an 
ulcer  being  produced  on  the  ten- 
der skin  of  the  lips  and  nostrils, 
near  their  margins,  not  to  mention 
the  angles  of  the  eye.  When  the 
mouth  is  ulcerated,  it  may  infect 
the  nipple  of  a  wet-nurse,  and  the 
sore  produced  there,  may,  proba- 
bly, infect  the  mouth  of  another 
infant ;  so  that  a  second  source 
from  which  the  syphilis  of  young 
infants  may  take  its  origin,  is,  I 
conceive,  chancre,  whether  on 
the  genitals  during  birth,  or  on 
the  breast  and  parts  adjacent  dur- 
ing suckling. 

Independently  of  experience,  I 
should  scarcely  have  suspected 
that  the  milk  of  a  nurse,  herself 
not  manifestly  affected  with  sy- 
philis, might  become  the  cause  of 
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this  disease  in  the  child  that  sucks 
her  ;  and  yet,  I  suppose,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  of  this  :  nor, 
after  all,  is  this  more  surprising 
than  the  communication  of  small- 
pox to  the  ovum,  by  a  mother  ex- 
posed to  the  infection,  but  secured 
by  former  attack  from  obvious 
signs  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Lovvder 
used  to  relate  the  case  of  an  infant 
apparently  syphilitic,  whom  he 
twice  cured  by  mercury  ;  when 
the  symptoms  recurring  a  third 
time,  he  began  to  suspect  that 
the  infection  was  drawn  from  the 
mother;  the  child,  therefore,  was 
weaned,  and  then,  without  further 
difficulty,  he  entirely  subdued  the 
disease.  Mercury  given  to  the 
nurse  will,  it  is  said,  cure  the 
child  at  the  breast.  When  the 
system  is  under  the  influence  of 
mercury,  a  watch  carried  in  the 
bosom  may,  I  am  told,  exhibit  the 
stain  of  the  mineral.  An  unlucky 
wit  of  my  acquaintance  used  to 
say,  that  it  was  under  the  mercu- 
rial influence. 

These  facts  seem  to  prove,  that 
both  the  venereal  virus,  and  its 
antidote,  may  be  found  in  the 
breast-milk. 

When  an  infant  has  syphilis, 
first  ascertain  and  intercept  the 
source  of  the  infection  ;  if  the 
breast  is  in  fault,  wean.  If  a 
hired  nurse  is  employed,  she  must 
be  changed  ;  but  it  is  needless 
wantonly  to  throw  a  taint  upon  her 
character  ;  remember  the  uncer- 
tainty of  a  medical  diagnosis ;  it 
is  reason  sufficient  for  dismissal, 
that  the  milk  does  not  agree  ;  if 
your  suspicions  are  strong,  tell 
her  privately  not  to  take  an  en- 
gagement in  another  family. 

Mercury  may  be  given  in  the 
cure  of  infantile  syphilis;  calomel, 
washed  calomel,  blue  pill,  and 
chalk  and   quicksilver,  being   the 


principal  preparations.  Calomel  is 
rough.  Blue  pill  may  be  mixed 
with  mucilage,  when  it  is  easily 
administered  in  any  quantity. 
Continue  the  medicine  for  two  or 
three  weeks  after  the  obvious 
symptoms  are  disappeared.  Di- 
arrhoea is  to  be  feared  ;  perhaps 
syrup  of  poppies,  extract  of  pop- 
pies, and  opium,  are  the  best  pre- 
ventives ;  beware  of  an  overdose. 


III. 

Extract  from  Pathological  and 
Surgical  Observations  relating 
to  Injuries  of  the  Brain. 

By  B.  C.  Brodie,  F.R.S. 

Treatment  of  Concussion  of  the 
Brain. — It  is  commonly  remark- 
ed that  two  opposite  modes  of 
treatment  have  been  recommend- 
ed in  cases  of  concussion  of  the 
brain, — stimulants  and  cordials, 
and  bleeding  and  antiphlogistic 
remedies.  Mr.  Brodie  remarks, 
that  the  opposition  of  opinion  is 
greater  in  appearance  than  in  re- 
ality. 

"  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that, 
if  the  advocates  of  the  respective 
systems  were  questioned  on  the 
subject,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  views  which  they  entertain 
are  not  essentially  dissitnilar.  I 
suppose  that  none  of  those  who 
have  suggested  the  exhibition  of 
stimulants  would  actually  be  in- 
clined to  apply  this  practice  to 
cases  in  which  the  pulse  has  re- 
gained its  strength  and  legularity; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  conclude 
that  no  one  among  those  who  have 
advised  the  use  of  the  lancet 
would  think  of  taking  away  blood 
when  the  patient  lies  with  pale 
cheeks  and  cold  extremities,  and 
a  feeble  and  intermitting  pulse, 
or  would  refuse   to  resort  to  tho 
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cautious  exhibition  of  cordials  and 
stimulants  where  these  symptoms 
are  so  urgent  that  he  is  manifestly 
in  danger  of  sinking,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depressed  state  of 
the  circulation  which  has  followed 
the  first  shock  of  the  injury. 

"  Cases  of  this  last  description 
are,  however,  in  reality  of  rare 
occurrence  ;  and  there  are,  in- 
deed, sufficient  reasons  why  vve 
should  regard  that  condition  of  the 
system  which  approaches  to  syn- 
cope as  being,  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  instances  in  which  it  ex- 
ists, conducive  to  the  patient's 
welfare,  and  why  we  should  wish 
to  prolong,  rather  than  to  abridge, 
the  peiiod  of  its  duration.  The 
same  blow  which  gives  rise  to 
symptoms  of  concussion  frequently 
occasions  the  rupture  of  some 
small  vessels  within  the  cranium. 
The  same  state  of  the  system 
which  produces  an  enfeebled  ac- 
tion of  the  heart,  is  calculated  to 
prevent  the  ruptured  vessels  from 
pouring  out  their  contents  ;  and, 
the  longer  it  continues,  the  less 
is  the  danger  of  internal  haemor- 
rhage. If  we  artificially  excite 
the  action  of  the  heart  by  the  ex- 
hibition of  wine  and  ammonia,  we 
are  in  danger  of  inducing  symp- 
toms of  pressure  on  the  brain. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  we  watch  the 
gradual  restoration  of  the  pulse, 
and  at  the  proper  moment  take 
from  the  arm  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  blood  to  prevent  the  heart  re- 
suming its  wonted  action,  it  is 
probable  that  vve  may  often  suc- 
ceed in  checking  or  arresting  an 
extravasation  of  blood  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  brain,  or  among  its 
membranes,  which  might  other- 
wise prove  fatal.  There  is  also 
the  following  very  important  cir- 
cumstance, which  is  not  to  be 
overlooked  in  this  part  of  the   in- 


quiry. A  state  of  depression  is 
followed  by  a  state  of  excitement. 
As  the  patient  recovers  from  the 
former,  the  pulse,  with  respect 
to  fulness  and  strength,  becomes 
raised  above  the  natural  standard; 
and  it  is  evident  that  this  affords 
an  additional  argument  in  favor  of 
the  practice  which  is  here  recom- 
mended. 

"  The  same  views  respecting 
the  prevention  of  internal  haemor- 
rhage which  incline  us  to  take 
blood  from  the  arm  in  the  first 
instance,  cannot  fail  to  influence 
our  conduct  afterwards.  There 
is  no  evident  reason  why  vessels, 
which  have  once  bled,  should  not 
be  liable  to  bleed  again  within  the 
cranium,  as  well  as  in  other  situ- 
ations. I  have  already  mentioned 
a  case  in  which  a  patient,  who 
was  going  on  favorably,  suddenly 
expired  in  consequence  of  such  se- 
condary hemorrhage,  on  the  fourth 
day  after  the  occurrence  of  the 
injury.  If  similar  cases  are  rare, 
this  may  reasonably  be  attributed 
to  the  remedies  which  modern 
surgeons,  with  few  exceptions, 
do  not  fail  to  employ.  At  any 
rate,  where  so  much  is  at  stake, 
we  are  called  ujion  to  neglect  no 
measures  of  precaution  ;  and, 
however  small  the  danger  from 
this  cause  may  really  be,  the 
surgeon  should  provide  against  it, 
by  frequently  inquiring  into  the 
slate  of  his  patient;  by  urging  the 
necessity  of  continued  repose  of 
body  and  mind,  by  limiting  him  to 
a  scanty  vegetable  diet,  by  the 
exhibition  of  laxative  medicine, 
and  by  the  extraction  of  blood, 
whenever  the  state  of  the  pulse 
indicates  that  tiiis  may  be  done 
with  propriety. 

"  Independently  of  the  forego- 
ing, there  are  other  considera- 
tions, which  might  of  themselves 
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lead  us  to  adopt  the  same  method 
of  treatment.  I  believe  that  the 
patient,  in  cases  of  concussion, 
will  generally  spontaneously  re- 
cover from  that  state  of  insensibi- 
lity in  which  he  remains  after  the 
vigor  of  the  circulation  is  restor- 
ed. But,  nevertheless,  from  the 
best  observations  which  I  have 
made  on  the  subject,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  his  recovery  is  much 
assisted  by  repose  and  low  diet, 
and  depleting  remedies.  Often, 
immediately  after  being  bled,  the 
patient,  who  before  was  in  a  state 
of  stupor,  exhibits  manifest  signs 
of  returning  sense.  Further,  it 
may  be  urged  that  concussion  is 
liable  to  be  followed  by  inflam- 
mation of  the  brain,  or  its  mem- 
branes. Now,  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  such  inflammation  can 
always  be  prevented,  or  that  the 
abstraction  of  very  large  quanti- 
ties of  blood  will  make  the  patient 
a  better  subject  for  it  if  it  should 
occur;  but  it  seems  reasonable  to 
suppose,  and  our  experience  of 
these  cases,  and  of  other  cases 
bearing  an  analogy  to  them,  con- 
firms the  opinion  that  there  is  less 
langer  of  inflammation  where  the 
mtiphlogistic  treatment  has  been 
carried  to  a  moderate  extent,  and 
\\'here  the  patient  has  been  kept 
in  a  state  of  perfect  quiet,  tlian 
where  bleeding  and  laxative  me- 
dicines have  been  neglected,  and 
the  patient  has  been  allowed  to 
exercise  his  body  and  mind,  and 
to  live  on  his  usual  diet. 

"  The  quantity  of  blood  which 
the  vessels  of  the  brain  contain, 
depends  very  much  on  the  position 
of  the  head  with  respect  to  the 
rest  of  the  body.  Not  only  in 
cases  of  concussion,  but  in  all  oth- 
er cases  where  there  has  been  an 
injury  of  the  brain,  or  one  likely  to 
affect  the  brain,  the  head  and  shoul- 


ders should  be  raised  by  additional 
pillows,  so  that  the  blood  may  have 
an  easy  descent  to  the  right  side 
of  the  heart.  In  addition  to  this, 
in  severe  cases  of  concussion,  the 
head  should  be  shaved,  and  com- 
presses should  be  applied,  con- 
stantly moistened  with  a  cold, 
evaporating  lotion.  Opiates  should 
be  avoided.  It  is  ditlicult  to  con- 
ceive what  good  purpose  they  can 
ever  have  been  expected  to  an- 
swer ;  and  at  any  rate  they  tend 
to  constipate  the  bowels,  and  not 
unfrequently  cause  a  confusion  of 
symptoms,  the  patient  complaining 
of  headach;  of  which  it  is  difficult 
to  say  whether  it  belongs  to  the 
injury  itself  or  to  the  opium. 

"  In  taking  a  view  of  the  vari- 
ous satisfactory  reasons  which  may 
be  urged  in  favor  of  a  particular 
plan  of  treatment  in  cases  of  con- 
cussion of  the  brain,  we  must  not 
overlook  the  circumstance  that 
this  treatment  may  be  carried  too 
far  ;  and  we  must  endeavor  to 
avoid  the  error  which  I  have 
known  some  surgeons  fall  into,  of 
resorting  to  a  too  free  use  of  the 
lancet.  At  fiist,  when  the  reac- 
tion of  the  heart  has  taken  place, 
it  may  be  right  that  the  patient 
should  lose  a  considerable  quanti- 
ty of  blood,  so  as  completely  to 
subdue  the  force  of  the  circula- 
tion. Afterwards,  for  the  most 
part,  it  is  only  an  occasional  blood- 
letting that  is  required,  and  that 
to  a  moderate  extent.  It  has  ap- 
peared to  me  that  this  mode  of 
proceeding  has  usually  done  more, 
both  towards  relieving  the  present 
symptoms  and  preventing  sui)se- 
qiient  inflammation,  than  a  more 
active  system  of  depletion  ;  and 
where  very  large  quantities  of 
blood  have  been  already  taken 
away,  if  inflammation  should  show 
itself,  our  resouices  are  comparu- 
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lively    limited,  and   we   are   not  tails,    considered,     seriatim,    the 

able  to  meet  it  with   that   energy  history  and  symptoms,  pointing  out 

and  vigor  which  the  circumstances  their  similarity  to  those  which  de- 

of  the  case  require.  note  inflammation  of  the   synovial 

"  Where  bleeding  has  been  membrane.  Having  expressed 
carried  to  a  great  extent,  syrap-  his  opinion  that  the  patient  labor- 
toms  frequently  occur  which  in  ed  under  rheumatic  inflammation 
reality  arise  from  the  loss  of  blood;  of  this  membrane,  Mr.  Brodie  ob- 
but  which  a  superficial  observer  served,  that  when  he  first  saw  the 
will  be  led  to  attribute  to  the  in-  case,  being  able  to  give  it  but  a 
jury  itself,  and  concerning  which,  cursory  glance,  he  suspected  the 
indeed,  it  is  sometimes  diflicult  existence  of  another  atfection. 
even  for  the  most  experienced  Females,  said  Mr.  Brodie,  of 
surgeon  to  pronounce,  in  the  first  nervous  and  irritable  tempera- 
instance,  to  which  of  these  two  ment,  especially  those  who  have 
causes  they  are  to  be  referred,  suffered  from  mental  anxiety,  are 
Repeated  copious  bloodletting  is  liable  to  a  peculiar  affection  of 
of  itself  adequate  to  produce  a  the  wrist  ;  and,  unlike  the  gene- 
hardness  of  the  pulse,  which  we  rality  of  hysterical  complaints, 
shall  in  vain  endeavor  to  subdue  the  married  and  unmarried  are 
by  persevering  in  the  same  system  subject  to  it  in  nearly  a  similar 
of  treatment.  In  many  individuals  pro[)ortion.  The  patient  corn- 
it  will  produce  headach  and  con-  plains  of  pain  in  the  wrist,  which, 
fusion  of  mind,  not  very  different  after  continuing  a  certain  space 
from  -what  the  injury  itself  had  of  time,  is  followed  by  a  kind  of 
previously  occasioned.  These  puffy  swelling,  extending  up  the 
things  may  be  observed  especially  forearm  and  down  to  the  fingers, 
in  young  females  who  are  disposed  This  swelling  has  many  of  the 
to  hysteria,  and  whom  I  have  of-  characters  of  that  produced  by 
ten  known  to  suffer  from  a  conti-  synovial  inflamcnation,  but  differs 
nued  aggravation  of  such  symptoms  from  it  in  this,  that  it  is  more  dif- 
as  I  have  described,  while  the  fused.  Sometimes  the  swelling 
system  of  depletion  has  been  con-  is  extensive  ;  sometimes  so  slight 
tinued  ;  recovering  immediately  as  barely  to  be  seen.  Having 
on  the  use  of  the  lancet  being  lasted  some  days  or  weeks,  it 
laid  aside,  and  on  their  being  al-  subsides,  whilst  the  pain  remains, 
lowed  to  take  solid  nourishment,  constant  in  its  character,  aggra- 
with  occasional  doses  of  the  car-  vated  by  every  motion,  and  ren- 
bonate  of  ammonia."  dered  worse  by  the   patient's  at- 

-  tention   being  drawn    to    it.     To 

jy  prevent    that    motion   which    she 
dreads  so  much,  the  patient  keeps 

SELECTIONS    FROM     FOREIGN  her  hand  in  one  position  ;   in   con- 

JOURNALS.  sequence  of  which  the  joint  grows 

Peculiar   .Qffcction   of  the    Wrist,  ^^'^^  ^"^  ''o'^'  ^'"^   ^^'^^  l'^''^^  as- 

occurring  in  Hysterical  Palienls.  s"'"«    »    ^'^'7   characteristic  ap- 
pearance,   the    skin    being  tense 

Described   by  Mr.  Brodie.  ^.^j    ^^^^^y ^  ^„j    appearing    to  ad- 

In  a  recent   clinical    lecture  on  a  here    pretty   closely  to   the  tex- 

case  of  rlieuinalism  of  the  hand,  tures  underneath. 

Mr.  Brodie,  after  readiiij^  the  de-  The  })aia  may  continue  for  three 


■fSw 


i»^ 
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months,  six  months,  or  one  or  two 
years  ;  at  the  end  of  which  lime 
it  in  general  subsides,  leaving  be- 
hind it  a  stiffness  of  the  hand  and 
lingers,  from  which  the  patient 
will  gradually  recover.  In  one 
case,  however,  and  in  Mr.  B.'s 
experience  only  in  one,  the  pain 
continued  for  three  or  four  years, 
when  the  hand  was  left  shrunk  and 
withered,  the  fingers  being  con- 
tracted, and  drawn  into  the  palm. 
The  nails  had  grown  lank,  sca- 
brous, and  rough.  This  was  the 
case  of  a  lady  who  consulted  Mr. 
Brodie  in  the  year  1819.  Sub- 
sequently, she  went  upon  the  con- 
tinent ;  but  when  seen  by  Mr. 
Brodie  on  her  return,  a  little 
while  ago,  the  hand  was  in  the 
condition  above  described.  Mr. 
Brodie  once  saw  a  similar  affec- 
tion in  the  foot,  which  was  distort- 
ed and  useless  ;  the  toe  nails  sca- 
brous and  rough,  with  ulcers  at 
their  edges. 

Having  touched  on  this  affec- 
tion, in  illustration  of  the  case 
which  formed  the  subject  of  the 
lecture,  Mr.  Brodie  thought  it 
better  to  allude  to  the  treatnient. 
As  the  health  is  in  general  weak, 
remedies  calculated  to  improve  it 
are  also  of  service  to  the  local 
complaint  ;  and  in  two  instances, 
bark  was  decidedly  of  use.  From 
a  scruple  to  half  a  drachm  of  the 
carbonate  of  ammonia  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  paying  at  the 
same  time  attention  to  the  bow- 
els, is  often  a  powerful  remedy. 
If  the  menstruation  is  irregular, 
that  irregularity  is  to  be  correct- 
ed by  suitable  remedies,  as  the 
vinum  alois,  steel,  and  similar 
means.  As  a  local  application, 
the  following  embrocation  will 
frequently  lull  the  pain. 

IMist.  C;tn)pli.   3  viss. 

Spt.  Ilosmarin.  5iss. 


This  should  be  applied  tepid 
on  a  rag. 

A  plaster,  composed  of  equal 
parts  of  the  emplastrum  saponis, 
and  emplastrum  belladonnas,  is 
frequently  useful  ;  at  any  rate, 
even  when  it  does  no  good,  it  can 
do  no  harm.  The  vapor  bath, 
especially  in  the  advanced  stage 
of  the  complaint,  is  also  a  service- 
able remedy.  At  the  same  time 
that  local  or  general  measures  are 
employed,  the  surgeon  should  bear 
in  mind  one  important  caution — 
never  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
patient  to  her  disorder  more  than 
is  absolutely  necessary. 

Many  remarks  on  the  subject 
of  rheumatic  inflammation  were 
made  by  Mr.  Brodie,  which  we- 
here  omit,  confining  our'  report  ta 
our  other  malady. 

Cure  of  Opacity  of  the  Cornea  bij 
Insufflations  of  Calomel. 

This  practice  is  commonly 
adopted  by  the  surgeons  of  Hotel 
Dieu.  In  M.  Breschet's  ward, 
a  remarkable  instance  of  its  effi- 
cacy was  seen  in  complete  re- 
storation of  the  transparency  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  cornea, 
which,  previously  to  its  use,  was 
perfectly  opaque.  The  patient, 
on  being  questioned,  stated  that 
on  his  admission,  he  was  in  a  state 
of  the  most  confirmed  blindness, 
unable  to  distinguish  light  from 
darkness,  although  the  transpa- 
rency of  the  upper  half  of  the 
cornea  has  been  reproduced.  The 
pupil  is  closed,  and  the  patient  is 
reserved  for  _an  artificial  pupil. 
He  is  now  susceptible  of  the  im- 
pression of  light  to  so  great  a  de- 
gree, that,  notwithstanding  the 
occlusion  of  the  pupil,  he  cannot 
remain  in  the  courtyard  exposed 
to  the  vivid  rays  of  the  sun. — Lon. 
jMed.  and  Phys.  Joiun. 
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Cure  of  White  Swelling  by   Fric-  original  plan,  and  a  volume   extend- 

tions  of  Iodine,  by  Dr.  Lugol.  ing  to   beyond  eight   hundred  pages 

The  use  of  iodine  in  scrofulous  "s  now  completed, 
tumors  is  strongly  recommended  The  purpose  of  this  work  is  the 
by  the  most  eminent  French  sur-  improvement  of  our  profession.  It 
geons.  M.  Breschet,  in  his  lee-  i^  to  present  to  our  readers,  regular- 
tures,  speaks  of  it  in  the  highest  ,  ,„j  f,equently,  useful,  interesting, 
terms.  1  he  same  treatment  is  ,  ,  r  r,^  ,.  , 
pursued  with  advantage  at  the  '""^  ""''"'  ^''^'-  ^"^  accomplish 
Hopital  St.  Louis,  from  the  re-  this,  the  principal  and  best  journals, 
cords  of  which  a  recent  cure  of  both  weekly  and  quarterly,  are  im- 
white  swelling  and  tumor  of  the  ported  from  abroad;  and^almost  all 
jaw  may  be  cited  as  a  proof  of  its  our  own  medical  journals  are  re- 
efficacy,  ceived. 

The  patient  had  white  swelling,  xhe  management  of  works  devot- 

With   several   fistulous  ulcers,  on  ,            .    ,.    .  i- 

+1  „  I.  „  *i  I  1  .  'i  ed  to  periodical  literature  is  an  oftice 
the  knee;  the  leg  was  bent  on  the 

thigh,  and  utterly  useless.  He  "^  "'"*^''  responsibility.  This  is 
bad  also  a  large  tubercular  tumor  found  in  the  influence  such  works 
on  the  right  side  of  the  face,  which  may,  and  should  have,  upon  the  pro- 
seemed  to  have  its  origin  over  the  fession.  If  well  conducted,  they 
maxillary  joint.  The  swelling  bring  into  frequent  view  established 
was    such    that    the    man    could  •     •  i      i       i                  j   • 

1                ,  .              ,          ,     ,  principles,  by   the   new   and   inipor- 

scarcely  open  his  mouth,  and  the  ;           ,  •  ,      ,                •            . 

flat  edge  ofa  penny-piece  was  the  ^'"^  facts  which   they  contam  ;  and 

largest  substance  he   could  intro-  '"crease  ihe  amount  of  our  resources 

duce  between  his  teeth.      These  ^^  practice.     True,  the  information 

tumors  have  entirely  disappeared,  they  offer  will   consist  much   in   the 

under  the  use  of  iodine  frictions.  detail  of  insulated  facts  ;   but  the  ac- 

Joum.  tie  Hopitaux.  curate   observer   is   a  student  of  re- 
semblances, as   well   as  differences, 


BOSTON,  TUESDAY,  FEB.  10,  1829.  and  may  frequently,  with  great  ad- 
"  vantage,  adapt  to  his  own  case,  the 
editors'  notice.  methods  which  others  have  found 
AViTH  this  number  closes  the  first  "5^^"'  ^"  'he  apparently  similar, 
volume  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  ^^'^U  practitioner  must  have  felt 
Surgical  Journal.  The  Editors  em-  ^^^  obligations  to  periodical  publica- 
brace  this  opportunity  to  acknow-  ^''0"^  for  the  light  which  in  this  way 
ledge  their  obligations  to  those  of  they  have  frequently  shed  over  his 
their  brethren  who  have  aided  them  practice.  He  has,  in  short,  been 
in  conducting  this  Journal.  The  "^ade  a  better  practitioner,  and  must 
labor  of  the  Editors  has  not  been  so  acknowledge  the  benefits  he  has  de- 
well  executed  as  they  could  wish,  rived  from  these  works. 
The  habits  and  duties  of  our  profes-  Another  purpose  of  this  work  is 
sion  are  not  favorable  to  a  regular  to  present  a  ready  opportunity  to  all 
division  of  time  or  labor.  It  has,  our  brethren  to  communicate  such 
however,  been  accomplished   on  the  cases  or  remarks  as  may  be  interest- 
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ing  and  useful  to  the  medical  public,  such  extent,  and  at  such  a  price, 
This  is  an  important  object  in  such  could  ever  be  looi<ed  upon  to  be  va- 
a  work,  and  every  physician  may  do  luable  as  a  pecuniary  concern.  A 
much  to  promote  it.  Every  case  a  new  volume  will  commence  with  the 
physician  sees  is  interesting,  and  in  next  number,  which  we  certainly 
a  sense  important.  To  him  it  is  wish  may  be  better  than  the  last ; 
especially  so,  for  it  makes  some  de-  but  how  this  may  prove,  time  only 
mand  upon  his  mind,  and  in  many  can  show.  We  make  no  new  pro- 
cases  this  demand  is  a  strong  one,  mises,  but  would  express  our  thanks 
and  can  only  be  answered  by  a  cor-  for  the  favor  we  have  met  in  the 
responding  intellectual  effort.     It  is  eyes  of  the  profession. 

said,  however,  that   but  a   very  few  ■ 

cases   are  so   striking  as  to    attract         Communications    have    been    re- 

the  attention   of  the   profession,  for  ceived  from   "  G."    on   Ergot  ;   and 

all  its  members  may  be  seeing  the    ^'""^  ^'-  ^-  ^Y'  ^''^'  °"  R"P|"re  of 
.    .,                   „                •       the  Ilium  by  blow  on  the  Abdomen, 
same,  or  similar  ones.     Ijut  even  in 

these,  peculiar  views,  and  novel  me-  ,  ,,^^.„.r    .  o^„^x...,,«»t 

'  ^  '  BOSTON    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

thods  of  treatment,  may   make   the     „  m    t  i\t  t\       j  t^ 

'       -^  Charles  T.  Jackson,  M.D,  and  Ua- 

comraon,  rare,  in  an  important  sense,    j^j^.^  t.  Coit,  M.D.   have  been   ad- 
and  hence  much  good   may  be  done    niitted  members  of  this  Association, 
by    communicating    them.      Every  J.  G.  Stevenson,  Secry. 

man's  daily  observation  may  thus  be  January  29,  1829. 
valuable  to  some  one,  or  to  numbers 
of  his  brethren,  and  in  no  way  can 
this  so  readily  and  at  so  short  a  no- 
tice be  done,  as  in  a  work  like  this, 
which  is  printed  every  week,  and 
has  an  extensive  circulation.  Rare 
cases  should  always  be  recorded. 
Few  physicians  here  publish  books. 
A  safe  record  of  such  cases  is  in  our 
periodical  journals  ;  and  our  pages 
are  freely  offered  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  communication  of  such  re- 
ports. The  price  of  this  work  is 
three  dollars  a  year.  This  is  not 
mentioned  that  the  profession  may 
know  how  much  printed  matter,  over 
eight  hundred  pages,  how  large  a 
book,  they  may  get  for  a  very  small 
sum.     But  it  may  serve  to  show  that 

.  ,  .  ,  ,      ,  Accidental,  1 — burn,  ] — consumption,  2 — 

pecuniary    considerations     have     had  infantile,  2— hip    complaint,  l— intemperance, 

-.influence  on  the    establishment  of  3— inflammation  on  the   lungs,  1— lung  fever, 

ti*'\  _  3 — liver    complaint,  1 — mortification,  1 — nerv- 

thfs   '^"'^^"       ^'  '^  hardly  possible  that  ous  fever,  1— old    age,  2— typhous    fever,  2— 

..'    .'1,         •    .     1  1  /•  unknown,  3.     Males,  14 — females,  10.     Still- 

a  work,  printed  on  as  good  paper,  of    ^^,^„^  j     ,p^,^_^,^  25. 


WEEKLY    REPORT  OF    DEATHS  IN  BOS- 
TON, 

Ending  Jan.  30,  at  noon. 


Jan.  22. 

Eveline  Corlew, 

23 

24. 

Susan  E.  Harding, 

2 

Ebenezer  Young, 

36 

2.5. 

Sarah  E.  Meriam, 

5 

26. 

Charles  B.  Rider, 

8 

Thomas  Southworth, 

50 

Jane  Salmon, 

88 

Ellen  Burns, 

14  d. 

27. 

Samuel  Eames, 

76  yrs. 

IVIary  Squire, 

34 

Henry  F.  Heath, 

17 

John  Fieldinff, 

46 

Samuel  W.  Frcfethen, 

16  mo. 

Samuel  Matthews, 

5  w. 

28. 

Mary  Maria  Smith, 

17  mo. 

" 

Sarah  Mitchel, 

49  yrs. 

29. 

Nathaniel  Rix, 

30 

Sarah  Conwell, 

64 

Warren  W.  Spear, 

6 

30. 

James  Tabor, 

61 

Nathaniel  Wheeler, 

32 

George  Smith, 

49 

Martha  Appleton, 

88 

John  W.  Wheeler, 

5  w. 

.:*-C^ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
CURV  ED  SPINE. 

DR.  GRIGG  informs  the  Profession 
that  he  has  lately  piade  a  new  and 
important  improvement  in  machines  for 
Diseases  of  the  Spine.  From  his  success 
in  its  application,  and  from  the  unqualifi- 
ed approbation  it  has  received  from  the 
most  distinguished  Surgeons  and  Physi- 
cians in  Boston,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, he  confidently  presents  it  to  pub- 
lic notice. 

The  benefit  attendant  on  its  use  con- 
vinces him  that  most  of  the  cases  of  de- 
formity dependent  on  curvature  of  the 
spine,  may  be  perfectly  cured,  and  many 
of  those  which  have  been  considered  in- 
curable may  by  this  apparatus  be  very 
much  relieved.  Feb.  3. 

Boston,  30  ^llkinson  Sired. 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE 
AT  BOWDOIN  COLLEGE. 

THE  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  at 
the  Medical  School  of  Maine,  will 
commence  at  Brunswick  on  Tuesday, 
February  24,  1829,  and  will  continue 
thjee  months. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John 
Df.lamatter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery 
Western  Col.  Phys.  and  Surg.  N.  York. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  Parker 
Ct.eavei.axt),  M.I).  • 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  John  D.  Wells, 
M.D. 

Obstretrics,  James  McKean,  M.D. 

Degrees  are  conferred,  after  the  usual 
examination,  at  the  close  of  the  Lectures, 
and  at  the  annual  commencement  in 
September. 

The  Library  and  Cabinet  have  receiv- 
ed considerable  additions,  and  the  Lec- 
ture-Rooms have  been  enlarged,  since 
the  last  coiirse.of  Lectures.  4t. 

Bnaisu-ick,  Jan.  1,  1829. 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE  STETHOSCOPE. 

JUST  published  by  Benjamin  Perkins, 
k  Co.,— MANUAL  FOR  THE  USE 
OF  THE  STETHOSCOPE,  being  a  short 
Treatise  on  investigating  Diseases  of  (he 
Chest.     From  the  French  of  M.  Collin, 


•with  an  Introduction  and  Plates.  By  a 
Fellow  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Soc. 

The  Stethoscope  may  also  be  obtained 
as  above  in  the  most  approved  form. 

ep3w  Jan.  20. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

DAVID  &  JOHN  HENSHAW  &  Co. 
No.  33,  India  Street,  near  the  head 
of  Central  Wh?rf,  have  for  sale  a  verj'  ex- 
tensive assortment  of  Surgical  Instru- 
ments. Gentlemen  wishing  to  purchase 
will  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  call  and 
examine  them.  Oct.  14. 

6mo. 

PRIZE  DISSERTATION" 
On  the  Effects  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 

AT  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts   Medical   Society   in  1827, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

"  Rpsolved,  That  this  Society  will  use 
the  skill  of  its  members  in  ascertaining 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  and  curing 
the  habit  of  intemperance,  and  that  for 
this  purpose  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
shall  be  offered  for  the  best  Dissertation 
on  the  subject;  which  after  being  approv- 
ed by  the  Counsellors  shall  be  read  at 
the  ffext  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
and  afterwards  printed  ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors be  requested  to  point  out  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  abandonment  of 
the  habitual  use  of  stimulating  drinks  is 
dangerous  ;  and  also  to  investigate  the  ef- 
fect of  the  use  of  wine  and  ardent  spirits 
on  the  different  organs  and  textures  of  the 
human  body." 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution  two 
dissertations  were  presented  ;  but  not  be 
ing  sent  within  the  time  specified,  they 
could  not  be  examined. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society 
in  1828,  it  was  voted  to  renew  the  offer 
of  the  premium  on  the  same  conditions, 
and  the  undersigned  were  chosen  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  dissertations. 

The  dissertations  presented  for  the  pre- 
miums may  be  left  at  the  oifice  of  Mr. 
John  Cotton,  Bookseller,  Boston,  or  sent 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  on  or 
before  the  15th  day  of  April,  1829. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 

ZABDIEL  B.  ADAMS,    ^Committee. 

JOHN  WARE, 
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